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THE WITCHER 3: WILD HUNT - PRIMA STRATEGY GUIDE FOREWORD 


The Witcher 3: Wild Huntis a game about 
experiences that evoke emotion. It is a game 

about the wonder of exploring a giant world, 

the heartbreak of seeing lives crushed by grand 
politics or supernatural forces, and the thrill of 
jumping into the fray against them all, Most ofall 
itis a game about you, as you decide who to 
become, who to love, who to save, and who to light 
aflame. it was one of the greatest adventures of our 
lives creating this game for you and, judging by the 
outpouring of positive sentiment we received from 
the gaming community, one of the most memorable 
gaming experiences you have had playing it. 


Many months have passed since we first invited 
you to join our Wild Hunt, yet that does not mean we 
have stopped growing the game, polishing it, making 
itan even better RPG experience. Immediately after 
launch, we began work on two massive expansions, 
Hearts of Stone and Blood and Wine, which added 
numerous quests, characters, places of interest, 
monsters, items, and an entire realm for you to 
wander—Toussaint. In addition, we have kept up 

a steady stream of updates which have changed 
The Witcher significantly. From interface tweaks 

to balance adjustments and additional dialogues. 
these changes—many based on feedback gathered 
from passionate gamers like you—have made the 
game more immersive, more memorable, and— 

as a result—more truly yours. 


The guide you now hold in your hands will help 
you navigate this extended world in the most 
comprehensive and approachable way | can think of 
Key staff from CD PROJEKT RED worked with Prima 
to update the previous edition of the guide, fleshing 
it out with new content and making it more detailed 
and accurate. | hope it will serve as a trustworthy 
companion in your travels, as you embody Geralt 
and experience his dangerous, dark and, hopefully, 
unforgettable world 


Thank you for playing The Witcher and supporting 
us. Safe travels! 


—Adam Badowski and the entire 
The Witcher 3: Wild Hunt team 


WITCHERS: NOT QUITE THE DEVILS YOU THOUGHT 


A-conviction has arisen amongst both mages and the hoi polloi that Witchers 
barely rise a hair's breadth above animals, that they are deformed and 
bloodthirsty mutants, and that in slaking this thirst they do not limit themselves 
to the fluids of monsters, Meanwhile the research and observations of Virgil of 


Ban Ard paints an entirely different picture of this caste. 


Of course, itis an indisputable fact that the mutations Witchers undergo 
influence their temperament, immune system, strength and endurance, yet one 
‘cannot consider them unthinking beings forged only for killing as a result In fact 
Witchers cultivate a unique culture, a specialized body of knowledge, an effective 
training system, and even a code of honor. They know an incredible amount 
about the effects of ingesting various organic and inorganic substances, and also 
aa small amount, but nevertheless, something about the fundamentals of magic 
(by which | mean the simple spells they call “Signs”) 


On the surface the Witchers appear to be a homogeneous social entity, but in 
truth their fighting styles, training regimens, and world views differ significantly 
depending on which school they adhere to. The best-known Witcher schi 

the Continent are: the Wolf School, the Bear School, the Griffin § 

School, and the Cat School. 


FAIRYTALES AND STORIES 


Then the fairy said to the Witcher: "I will tell you what to do: put on a pair of iron 
shoes and pick up an iron staff, Walk in the iron shoes to the end of the world, 
pat the ground before you with the staff, and sprinkle it with tears, Walk through 
fire and water, do not stop, do not look back. And when your shoes wear out, and 
when the iron staff shatters, when the wind and the heat dry your eyes so that 
you cannot shed another tear, then you will have reached the world's end, and 
you will have found what you seek and what you love. Perhaps. 


‘And so the Witcher walked through fire and water without looking back. 
But he took neither the iron shoes nor the staff. He took only his Witcher's sword 
He did not heed the words of the fairy. 


And that's a good thing, because she was an evil fairy, 


-_ 


TD FRIENDS* FOES) AND FACTIONS» 


THE WITCHERS OF KAER MORHEN 
aint —~ 


GERALT OF RIVIA 


Known to the elves as Gwynbleidd, and to 
those seeking his services, as the White Wott, 
Geralt is a member of the Wolf School. He is 

no mere swinger of swords, but thoughtful, 
cunning, resourceful, and an exceptional 
warrior. Beneath a rather stoic exterior are 
murmurings of good humor, a readiness to help 
out those in distress, an offering of goodwill 
and a mastery of both his blades to help those 
requesting his aid 


CIRILLA FIONA ELEN RIANNON 


Heiress to several thrones, the bearer of 4 
Elder Blood, and a powerful Source endowed / 

with exceptional magical talent, Ci is also 

known as the Lady of Time and Space. She 

seems to be living up to this name, as she } 
has disappeared during this time of torment, 

forcing Geralt (who was bound to Ciri by 

destiny, and helped train her after she escaped . 
a massacre in Cintra as tragedy and war 
deprived her of her real family) to search 
the lands of the Northern Realms for her— 
the “ashen-haired one” 


ESKEL 


VESEMIR 


The oldest surviving member of the Wolf School 
of Witchers, Vesemir’s bones may creak louder 

than the battlement floors of Kaer Morhen, but he 
shows no signs of hanging up his swords, especially 
since he can better any man in combat, with a 
combination of his blades and magical prowess. 
Though harsh and demanding of his students, he 
has become something of a mentor in these later 
years, His respect is now earned, not demanded 


SORCERESSES OF THE LODGE 


“GUE LE Sad, 
YENNEFER O 


F VENGERBERG 


| 
| A formidable sorceress, Yennefer first met Geralt more than twenty years ago, 
when a djinn intertwined thelr fates together. Even though the intervening time 
has proved their relationship to be strong, itis frequently as stormy as the 
waters off Undvik. Completely the opposite of Geralt, Yennefer is more socially 
Competent, adept at politicking, but was in the wrong place when the Wild Hunt 
captured her, Fleeing their grasp, she now stands at the right hand of 

Emhyr var Emreis. 


PHILIPPA EILHART 


While Miss Eilhart was also an advisor to a king (Vizimir ll), she took a more 

avid interest in the power her standing provided, with the Council of Mages 

and eventually the Lodge of Sorceresses itself. She has incredible talents, but a 
rather prickly nature about her. It is said that several kings found out just how 
Prickly, since she was implicated in Vizimir's death, as well as the assassinations 
‘of two other monarchs. Little wonder that she has vanished into hiding, and is 
now the quarry of King Radovid's special forces. 


Although he doesn’t command the renown of his 
brethren, Eskel is a methodical, competent, and 
supremely talented Witcher that met the White 
Wolf when they were boys, thrusting their wooden 
practice swords at Kaer Morhen. Eskel walks the 
Witcher's Path separately from Geralt, but returns 
to winter at Kaer Morhen, and drinks to past 
successes and fallen friends. 


LAMBERT 

Among the very last to train within the walls of Kaer 
Morhen, Lambert is the youngest of the remaining 
Wolf School Witchers. He has a reputation for 
slaying the most ferocious and ravenous beasts of 
the Continent, but also a bluntness, arrogance, and 


sardonic wit that many find offputting. Despite these 
shortcomings, he remains loyal to his companions, 


TRISS MERIGOLD 


When one turns to a dictionary to look up the word “sorceress,” there should 
be little surprise to find a painting of Triss Merigold. The perfect example of 
this profession, this former mage advisor to King Foltest holds none of the 
retentions and haughtiness so apparent in some of her sisters of the Lodge. 
‘A warm and personable charm has won over many cold hearts, not least that 
of Geralt of Rivia. She was last seen in the city of Novigrad, helping her fellow 
mages from the pogrom against their kind. 


KEIRA METZ 


Geralt first met this sorceress when she was flung out of a window and fell 

‘on his head during a coup. Then he stumbled upon her deep in the Velen 
countryside. When her employment with King Foltest came to an end 

{as had the king himself), she was chased out of Temeria and forced into exile, 
as she had earned the wrath and hatred of King Radovid. Geralt discovers she is 
now eking out an existence as a witch—a wisewoman stuck curing ailments of 
animals and peasants alike, all the while waiting for the winds of fate to blow in 
her favor. 


FRIENDS OF THE WITCHER 


Re in: 
DANDELION ZOLTAN CHIVAY AVALLAC'H 


The flamboyant troubadour and Oxenfurt academy A veteran of the Battle of Brenna, Zoltan Chivay is a Though little is known about this elven sage of the 


graduate, Dandelion would be a court jester if his ferocious force when armed with an axe, a master Aen Ell itis apparent Avallac'h’s path had crossed 
‘not-inconsiderable charisma hadn't allowed him tactician when given a hillside and an ambush Gerais in the preceeding years. Displaying an unnerving 
to skirt any trouble—whether it was the numerous _to attempt, and offers an ascerbic tongue when interest in the child of the Elder Blood, his exact motives, 
dalliances and affairs with the fairer sex, or skilled _placated with mead. A soldier of fortune, player of _-_ remained unclear. With some investigation, it seems 
negotiations or stirring oratory to avoid the wrath Gwent, and loyal to both Dandelion and Geralt, he Avallac’h was a one-time tutor and mentor to Cirilla, as 
of the powerful gentry. However, as his current is a true force for good, and proves that no one is well as the chief advisor to the King of the Aen Elle—a 
whereabouts are unknown, this actor of some repute more loyal than a dwarf, ‘monarch whose demise had precipitated a conflict 

may have ruffled feathers one too many times. between Avallac’h and the successor, Eredin. 


THE NILFGAARDIANS THE REDANIANS 


( { 
: — eh 
EMHYR VAR EMREIS RADOVID V THE STERN 


There are few more formidable figures alive today than Embhyr var Emreis, ‘An uncaring and paranoid ruler, seeking vengeance rather than compromise, 
Deithwen Addan ya Carn aep Morvudd (the White Flame Dancing on the Grave and allegiance or a slow and wretched death, Radovid seeks to thwart Nil{gaard 
of his Foes), otherwise known as the Emperor of Nilfgaard. While he rules halt _while continuing to slaughter as many mages as he can find, believing them the 
of the known world, he has conquering aspirations for the other half. His path root cause of all evil in the world. Setting his sights on the Free City of Novigrad, 
crossed that of Geralt's after the emperor learned his daughter Ciri was in great he hopes to gain contol of its treasury and strategic location. An intelligent man 
danger, and that the Witcher was a better tracker than any in his army. That, and and puppet master, but one trapped in his own world of disturbing visions, 

a friendship with the sorceress Yennefer of Vengerberg, forged an unlikely 

(and mostly strained) alliance 


THE ZEALOTS OF NOVIGRAD 


4 
THE ETERNAL FIRE 


The persecution of the mages, under orders from Radovid himself, has spread to Novigrad. The Church of the Eternal Fire (a religious organization comprised of 
fanatics with a hunger for group executions) runs the city, at least on the surface. Caleb Menge, the commander of the Temple Guard, is an opportunist and paranoid 
force of fear in this city, helped by preachers such as Nathaniel Pastodi, who have their own hypocritical deviancy to hide. Now the Eternal Fire allies itself with witch 
hunters (such as Graden) sworn loyal to Radovid. This is a marriage of the most frightening aspects of zealotry. 


THE BIG FOUR OF NOVIGRAD 
—_— — 


SIGISMUND DIJKSTRA 


The former head of Redanian intelligence and a man Geralt had many dealings 
with in the past, Dijkstra the spy is masquerading as a count named Sigi Reuven, 
and has amassed a great wealth in the city of Novigrad as part of the Big Four 
crime families. Embroiled with Philippa Eilhart, and Radovid's frenzy of hatred 
for the sorceress, Dijkstra fell out of favor with the king, and has wisely gone to 
ground under the assumed name of “Sigi Reuven”. But you can never keep a 
good political wrangler down, 


CARLO “CLEAVER” VARESE 


‘Aviolent and territying dwarf, “Cleaver” lives up to his nickname as he enjoys 
torturing his victims by feeding them to pigs and hacking off their fingers with 
his namesake blade, Unbalanced even during periods of peace in Novigrad, a 
recent attack by his rival, Whoreson Junior, has left Cleaver spitting blood. 

He means to hunt down and murder every one of Whoreson’s men, even if that 
results in leaving the city in ruins, 


THE TEMERIAN TWO 


FRANCIS BEDLAM, KING OF BEGGARS 


Without a ruler for nigh on two hundred years, Novigrad's only “monarch” is 
the self-styled King of Beggars, a title that mocks the pomposity of such power. 
Managing a network of cut-purses and beggars, he offers them protection in 
exchange for the gossip they overheard as well as a cut of their ill-gotten gains. 
He holds court in the aptly titled Putrid Grove area of the city 


“WHORESON JUNIOR” WILEY 


CYPRIAN 


One of Novigrad's most dangerous criminals, Whoreson Junior has inherited 
his father's businesses across the city, as well as his sadistic and shocking 
foibles toward the harlots he encounters, With the unwritten armistice between 
Novigrad's criminal groups broken, thanks to Whoreson's willingness to murder 
his three rivals, he has turned an already tumultuous time in Novigrad into utter 
chaos. Perhaps there is method to his madness? 


VERNON ROCHE 

Before his forces were driven from his homelands, and he was forced to camp 
in a gorge in the woods close to Oxenfurt, Vernon Roche was the commander of 
the Temerian Special Forces, and one of King Foltest's most trusted subordinates. 
Few matched Roche's expertise in acts ranging from the modest (slaying a band 
of Scoia'tael) to the impressive (putting down rebelions). But now, he has lost 
everything; his king, his lands, and most of his men. Now he stages ambushes 
against the overwhelming forces that occupy the land. 


Once a veteran officer of the Blue Stripes, and one of a handful of soldiers to 
survive the war with her commander. While Roche is stoic, Ves is much more 
headstrong, and but driven to reckless despair by the current situation of the war. 
Itis fortunate, then, that her skills with the sword and the crossbow are nothing 
short of magical. Her sharpshooting and knife skills are utilized whenever she 
sees fit, a troubling tendency that Roche hopes to rein in. 


THE DOWNTRODDEN AND DEVIANT 


Z “ “ ui 
THE BLOODY BARON: PHILLIP STRENGER 


After the abandonment of the wooden fortress known as Crow's Perch in 
northwest Velen, a new baron moved in with his motley band of men: a Temerian 
opportunist who negotiated this fortification with the Nilfgaard occupiers. 

The locals call him the “bloody baron,” for the handling of his vassals wasn't 

the most tender. Now he sits and mopes, Some say with his violent bouts of 
drunkenness. Yet there may be a softer side to this sot. 


THE CRONES OF CROOKBACK BOG 


Beware the marshes of Crookback Bog, to the southwest of No Man's Land for 
the three crones (Whispess, Brewess, and Weavess) are said to lure in childen 
with the promises of sweet treats. Some hypothesize that these unwanted 
orphans are devoured, but others seem to venerate these ancient crones, 

said to be around since the reign of the first human kings. Tributes to the crones 
(in the form of human ears) are demanded. But these are old washerwomens' 
tales to frighten wayward children from drowning in the bog. Aren't they? 


JOHNNY THE GODLING 


The Witcher Geralt has a very difficult time believing such a little fellow 
as Johnny exists. No one could live in the stinking mire of Crookback Bog, 
unless they hope to become drowner food. But Johnny does indeed scurry about 
the marshes. He is a godling, a rare breed of creature of which litle is known, 
and less is written about 


© NONHUMANS 


THE OPPRESSED, AND THE PEASANTRY 


THE SCOWTARL 


Dwanss MAUTUNGS 


You may not immediately see many elves (the Aen Seldhe), dwarves, or 
halflings on your travels through the Northern Realms, since they bear 

the brunt of oppression by all and sundry, from the lowliest peasant to the 
pogroms of King Radovid himself, The elves are particularly hated, with 
racism rife throughout Novigrad and the surrounding territories, and forcing 
many into shanty towns like Farcomers, to the south of the city. Little wonder 
that many nonhumans join the ranks of the Scoia'tael—outlaws that camp 
in the countryside to wait and ambush, existing as bandits. Only the haltlings 
seem to have escaped the most vicious of persecutions. But for how long? 


HUMANS 


PRIESTESSES OF FREVA, 


The general peasant population of the Continent and Skellige have as 

wide a range of outlooks on life and work as there are ghosts on Fyke Isle, 
The Nordlings of Novigrad and Velen live in fear of Nilfgaardian invasion. 
Those existing in No Man's Land having paid a particularly terrible price 
during this time of war. Many enlist as soldiers, Others farm what Is left of 
their lands. On the islands of Skellige, you'll find priestesses still worshipping 
the old goddess Freya. 
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THE ISLANDERS OF SKELLIGE 
y) 


| CRACH AN CRAITE 


| 
The sagas will sing of Crach an Craite’s strength, 


courage, wisdom and generosity, but not omit the 
dogged determination he had for pursuing his foes 
He is the mightiest of the Skellige Jars, the Tirth 

ys Muire (or Wild Boar of the Sea) who devastated 
Coastal villages during the raids of his youth. Long 
a friend of Geralt and Cir's mother Pavetta, Crach is 
now at the apex of a new struggle for power among 
his people. He is proud that his two children are 
both favored claimants to the throne of Skellige, 

left vacant after the recent death of Good King Bran. 


HJALMAR AN CRAITE 


The eldest (by a few minutes) of Crach’s twin children, the formidable Hjalmar 
‘exhibits many of his father's posture and character, and many saw him match 
(and perhaps overtake) Crach’s fame as he began his own path of violence and 
bravado. His tendency to be reckless isn’t seen as a shortfall, but rather stirs the 
hearts of the loot-craving youth from Trottheim to Svortag. This has made him 


‘An old acquaintance of Geralt's, Ermion is the leader 
of the Druid’s Circle in Skellige, and advisor to Crach 
an Craite on matters conceming magic. He is the 
closest to a diplomat these islanders have, He is 
content to use reasoning as well as an uppercut or 
the swing of an axe. Naturally thoughtful to the point 
of being obstinate, one must lea patience before 
Ermion chooses to part any wisdom with you. 


CERYS AN CRAITE 


Her friends call her Sparrowhawk, she earned the 
nickname for her swift and fierce nature. Inheriting 
all of her father's resolve and courage, as well as 
his stubbornness, she is dauntlessly optimistic 
about her chances to rule Skellige, despite the many 
challenges she faces—not least the claim of her 
older brother. She seeks to prove a great deed that 
would earn her the widespread honor and respect 
those of Kaer Trolde already give her. 


JARL “MADMAN” LUGOS DRUMMOND 


the obvious choice as the next King of Skellige. After one final saga, the defeat of 


the ice giant of Undvik. 


Once a just and fair ruler of the outer isle of 
Spikeroog, Jar! Udalryk of the Brokvar clan has been 
recently addled with a strange distemper, causing 
many of his closer friends to avoid him. Increasingly 
erratic, rumor has it that Udalryk believes the gods 
themselves speak to him, demanding sacrifices and 
revealing prophetic dreams. Most simply see him as 
madder than Jarl Lugos, which is saying something. 


em 


JARL UDALRYK AN BROKVAR JARL HOLGER BLACKHAND 


Jarl of the Dimun clan of Faroe, the thin 
mountainous outer isle to the southeast, Holger 
Blackhand may have a face like a slapped arse, a 
missing eye, and dark discoloring of his hand and 
forearm (eamed by frostbite after his longship ran 
aground), but his plundering nature is formidable 
He sees litte difference between razing a village 
or ship flying a rival clan's flag, or attacking a 
settlement on the Continent. 


Though his silhouette doesn’t cut the most imposing of shapes, there are not 
‘many islanders that would stand nose to nose with the Jarl of Clan Drummond. 
Ruling southern Ard Skellig with an almost unhinged fury, he is quick to shouting, 
faster with a blade, and would overthrow the ruling an Craite clan ina bloody 
coup if he wasn't bound by the laws of Skellige. 


JARL DONAR AN HINDAR 


The eldest of the Jarls, Donar an Hindar rules the 
island that bears his name—Hindarsfjall to the east 
of Ard Skellig. An advanced age hasn't stopped him 
from being an active and respected leader. Only the 
chaotic temprement of Jar! Lugos gets his goat. 

He shares his home with Freya's Temple, and 

like the goddess, is considered pious, wise, and 
just. Unless he was ransacking the temples of the 
Continent in his youth, of course 


IMLERITH 


The Wild Hunt are despoilers, burning red riders, and a portent of the White Frost. 
Their master tactician is Imlerith, a frequent guest in Geralt's nightmares, and 
‘one who had been chasing Ciri relentlessly. He is a powerful and brutal warrior, 
fighting in countless wars for the Aen Elle, in other worlds. Now he seeks to spill 
blood here, as he prizes physical controntation above all else, taking advantage 
of the Crones’ sabbath to wallow in pleasures of the flesh. 


GE'ELS 


Enjoying the trust and respect of the Aen Elle world, Ge'els holds a high-ranking 
position after Eredin took power from the previous ruler, Auberon Muircetach. 
Ge’els is the master of the political theater, a conjurer of illusions, and a seminal 
orator and rhetorician of the highest ability, He acts as the viceroy while the Wild 
Hunt travels the worlds, and is rarely seen. 


LEADERS OF THE WILD HUNT 


CARANTHIR 


A senior adviser to Eredin, and an important asset as he understands nature 
and the essence of other-worldly passages; a series of portals that can bring 
aman (or in this case a ghostly unit of warriors) between worlds. He is 
responsible for the navigation of the Wild Hunt's Riders. He captains the demonic’ 
Jongship said to arrive at the Final Age. A vessel crafted from the claws of the 
dead. If you see a portal open, and armored foes with skeletal helms stride out, 
Caranthir was responsible. 


EREDIN BREACC GLAS 


The king of the Wild Hunt, the lord of nightmares, and the force behind the mask 
of fright, only vague information about Eredin has coalesced into a terrifying 
knowledge. Eredin's cavalry (the Dearg Ruadhri) are an elite brigade from the 
world of the Alder Folk. Traveling via secret paths through the cold emptiness 
between worlds, he razes villages and summons the White Frost, capturing 
victims to take back as slaves. His current quarry is a power he wishes to 
hamess, that of the Elder Blooded one called Cirila. 
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EWALD BORSODI 


While pondering the next step in his adventure, Geralt of Rivia was approached 
by a mysterious stranger. This man did not say who he was, where he was from, 
how he knew of the Witcher, or how he had found him. They soon formed an 
uneasy partnership, one which would lead to Geralt witnessing a battle between 
two brothers over past wrongs and control of the family fortune. 


A QUARTET OF CRIMINALS 


CASIMIR BASSI 


A demolitions specialist who had cut his teeth in the mines of Mahakam, this 
dwarf was proposed to Geralt as a possible partner in crime, one who could 
bypass the vault of a local auction house using explosives. Casimir seemed 
unreliable, given his oscillations between rage and despair after learning of his 
wife's cuckoldry, and his methods were far from subtle (though no one could 
deny their effectiveness). 


Iu» Annee 
HUGO HOFF 
Geralt needed someone who could scale the glass-smooth wall of a tower 
abutting the Borsodis’ Auction House. One of the few capable of this feat was 
Hugo Hoff, alias “Beef Patty,” a Halfling with countless break-ins and robberies 


under his belt. His last know whereabouts were the seedy taverns of Oxenfurt, 
and it turned out Hugo Hoff was in no condition to join Geralt's crew. 


HORST BORSODI 


Horst Borsodi, owner of the most famous auction house in all the North, was 
considered a snobbish brute by many who knew him. He looked down his nose 
at all and sundry, and regularly had his men toss “undesirables” out of his place 
of business, following this up with a rough beating. It was said that none would 
walk behind the once rich and mighty Horst Borsodi's casket when he died, and 
none would shed a tear over his grave. 


4] 


EVELINE GALLO 


To rob a vault, one needs to get inside the building containing said vault. 

To accomplish this, Geralt could use the help of a certain Eveline Gallo, a 

circus performer famed through all the North, and who, it seemed, used her 
considerable talents for less law-abiding purposes as well, As is often the case in 
life, Eveline was willing to help, but only in exchange for a favor, the Witcher had 
to save her circus troupe from humiliation 


< 5 
QUINTO 
Geralt has taken on a mad assortment of tasks in his life, many of which strayed 
far beyond his core trade of monster hunting. Recruiting a team to break into 
the vault in the Borsodis’ Auction House, however, stood out as atypical even 
against this motley backdrop. One of the shady characters the Witcher was told 


would make a good candidate was Quinto, the most famed safecracker north of 
the Yaruga 


IRIS VON EVEREC 


Olgierd von Everec had once loved the beautiful and wealthy Iris so deeply, he 
was willing to sacrifice everything to overcome her family's objections and marry 
her. Yet the price he paid proved too much and their marriage slowly fell apart 
Abandoned by Olgierd, Iris withered into a shadow of her former self, haunting 
his ancestral home with her rage and remorse and escaping into a painted 
netherworld, 


- 


OLGIERD VON EVEREC 


Clgierd was a unique character. He led an informal band who worshipped the ground he walked on, though 
he clearly was of a different sort than they: educated, a lover of art, and an adherent to a certain noble code. 
Yet Geralt also perceived something indefinable within the man, something years later he would call “a void 


crying out to be filled.” 


it seems once upon a time, Olgierd fell hopelessly in love with Iris, a beautiful young lady from a well-off 
family, Her parents accepted his proposal of marriage and all seemed set for a happy ending when a storm 
of misfortune sudden broke over the von Everec family. A chain of bad decisions and a few years of bad 
harvests left the once-wealthy family deeply in debt. Then the Borsodis purchased this debt and, with their 
brutal enforcement of its terms, drove the von Everecs into utter bankruptcy. Iris’ parents revoked their 


THE VON EVEREC FAMILY 
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THE BLACK CAT AND DOG 


In the von Everec estate, a host of strange and horrifying creatures reside. 
‘Among these were a black cat and dog who, though able to speak, chose to say 
very litle about themselves. Geralt surmised they were demons from another 
sphere, summoned by black magic, trapped in animal bodies, and bound to 
serve Iris von Everec. They seem not to feel sympathy for their mistress, as such 
feelings did not form a part of their nature and did not reside in even the darkest 
comers of their souls. 


WS PS Wy | 


VLODIMIR VON EVEREC | 


The younger von Everec cut a strange figure, even 
for a ghost. He showed hints of noble refinement, 
but often his mannerisms better resembled those of 
a lifelong brawler or hooligan—no doubt because 
he had spent much of his living years raiding 

‘and marauding with a band of rough characters, 
One thing is certain: Viodimir liked to have a 

good time and had found death sorely lacking in 
quality entertainment. 


approval of Olgierd, and betrothed Iris to an Ofieri prince. Out of desperation, Olgierd turned to Master 
‘Mirror—and soon won back his confidence, influence, and most importantly, his wife. It was only afterward 
that Olgierd discovered his contract with Master Mirror had a particularly strange (and horrifying) clause. 


THE WARM- AND COLD-HEARTED 


SHANI 


it came as a surprise to run into Shani, an old and dear friend of Geralt’s from the 
time she was a coltish coed, who had grown into a dignified doctor and a fearless 
field medic for the Redanian Army. Geralt was reminded that he and Shani had 
‘once shared passionate (though passing) feelings for each other. Fate decreed 
Shani would not linger long in her hometown of Oxenfurt, for as long as the war 
lasted, she was the Redanian army's to command. Before leaving, Geralt thanked 
his friend, hoping they would meet again, later or, quite preferably, sooner. 


GAUNTER O'DIMM — 


MASTER MIRROR 


Geralt has escaped many predicaments, sometimes of his own doing, sometimes. 
aided by others. One of the strangest helping hands was that extended to him 

by Master Mirror. Appearing out of nowhere, on the Ofieri boat where Geralt was 
being held captive, Master Mirror reminded the Witcher of their first encounter, 
when he helped Geralt find Yennefer in White Orchard. Now he was offering help 
‘again—this time for a price. A strange branding appeared on Witcher's face, 
providing proof of the seriousness of their pact and raising a suspicion later 
confirmed beyond all doubt. 


hy 


RDS AND LADIES OF BEAUCLAIR 


{f this world has ever known a ruler who enjoyed the absolute admiration of 
her subjects without the need for systematic repression or a particularly crue! 
hangman, it was, without a doubt, the sovereign of Toussaint, Duchess Anna 
Henrietta, Called Anarietta by those who knew her well, she was the widow 

of the late lamented Duke Raymund and one-time lover of a very famed and 
talented artist who would prefer to remain anonymous. A few years prior, when 
the Witcher and a band of friends were visiting Toussaint, Anna Henrietta had 
had the pleasure of meeting Geralt of Rivia. When a mysterious Beast began 
attacking her courtiers, the Duchess thus knew exactly whom to summon. 


‘ \ 
A } 
MILTON DE PEYRAC-PEYRAN 


Milton de Peyrac-Peyran was a baron from Toussaint and a member of Anna 
Henrietta’s inner circle of knights. This good-humored nobleman never met an 
overloaded banquet table he failed to unload of its burdens, yet nor did he ever 
shirk a fight against heavily-armed bandits or any other enemies of the duchy. 
Geralt had met Milton years ago, under very peculiar circumstances that deserve 
to be recounted properly and at length. Their roads crossed again when Mitton 
came to the Witcher as the Duchess’ envoy, to ask our hero to journey with him 


to Toussaint. 


“7 THEMAIN PDAYERS: BLOOD AND WINES 


CAPTAIN DAMIEN DE LA TOUR 


‘One of the Beauclair court was Damien de a Tour, the captain of the Ducal 
Guard. He was absolutely and unconditionally (to say “unthinkingly” would 

be unfair, yet not entirely inaccurate) devoted to his position and worshipped 
the ground the Duchess walked on. Some supposed he was in fact besotted 
with her. He came across as a typical soldier, i.e., a thickheaded lackey who, 
seeing Geralt, immediately decided he must prove who had the more massive 
unmentionables. Geralt treated this challenge with dispassionate superiority, yet 
accepted it nevertheless and in doing so earned himself another enemy. After he 
bloodied himself side by side with the Witcher, Damien decided the White Wolf 
‘was actually an altogether decent fellow who wished only to help. 


DE LAUNFAL 


PALMERIN 


Not all knights errant in Toussaint were embodiments of virtue, but if | had to 
choose one among them who did personity their chivalric creed, it would be 
Palmerin de Launfal. He is all the more admirable for the fact that, years ago, 

he was no stranger to the pleasures of eating, drinking and making merry in a 
variety of fashions. With time, however, he abandoned vice and drew closer to 
the knightly ideal, Geralt realized this when Palmerin came to him as an envoy 
from Anna Henrietta. The old-fashioned and somewhat naive knight immediately 
made a good impression on him, for while he did take formalities and courtesies 
a tad too seriously, he was anything but pompous or grandiose. 


GUILLAUME DE LAUNFAL 


Gulllaume de Launfal was the very model of a knight errant, the placard boy 
for Toussaint, if you will. When Geralt first met the young man, he was valiantly 
tilting at a windmill...which, to be fair, turned out to be hiding a ferocious 

giant. Getting himself into trouble clearly counted among Guillaume's favorite 
hobbies. After a second saving, a wounded yet grateful Guillaume asked the 
Witcher to meet with him about a very urgent matter. The matter turned out, as is 
matters’ wont in Toussaint, to be an affair of the heart. Guillaume was tormented 
by unrequited love for the Duchess’ lady-in-waiting, Vivienne de Tabris. He 
suspected her frigidity and distance must be the result of some malicious curse. 
Geralt, a professional curse-breaker, naturally took the contract. To get a chance 
at an audience with Lady Vivienne, he had to take the wounded Guillaume’s 
place in the knights’ tourney. 


ALLIES AND BEASTS OF BEAUCLAIR 


EMIEL REGIS ROHELLEC TERZIEFF-GODEFROY 


Years ago, Regis joined Geralt’s band of fellow travelers (of which Dandelion was a proud part) and set off in search of Ciri Together they lived through many 


SYANNA 


Sylvia Anna... lovely name, don't you think? This beauty should come as 
no surprise, given it's the name of the daughter of a duke and the sister of 

a duchess, Yet the fate Syanna (as her intimates called her) met was not as 
beautiful as might have been suspected for one so well-born—though, as it 
tums out, she had in truth been born rather inopportunely. She came into this 
world during an eclipse and thus fell victim to the panic surrounding the Curse of 
the Black Sun, which was said to affect young girs from ruling families birthed 
in similar circumstances. Though Geralt had serious doubts whether this curse 
truly existed, many claimed it caused horrible mutations which filled its victims 
with cruelty and a desire to kill. Syanna’s parents certainly seemed to be among 
the believers in the curse, for they deemed her too dangerous to be allowed to 
remain at court and forced her into exile. Syanna then fled to Nazair and soon, 
for all intents and purposes, dropped off the face of the planet. 


fascinating adventures and Regis proved himself a loyal friend, the kind you can trust with your life. Sadly, the expedition ended tragically for Regis. He was killed by 
Vilgefortz, who reduced him to nothing more than a wet stain. Hence the Witcher's immense surprise at encountering his old friend—after all, he had seen Regis die 
with his own eyes. But the thing is, that was not Regis’ “final” death, nor even his first. As a young man, Regis had been a bit of a free spirit and overindulged in the 
drinking of blood. This lifestyle led to him being butchered by angry villagers. Regenerating from that took him fifty years, or nearly no time at all, for an immortal. 
When he was back in full health, he kicked the habit of blood drinking for good. Now, the circumstances in Toussaint were so dramatic, that fate brought Regis and 
Geralt together again in Beauclair, forming a formidable duo. 
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THE UNSEEN ELDER | 


DETTLAFF VAN DER ERETEIN © 


‘When Geralt finally caught up with the Beast of Beauclair, he discovered it was 
a higher vampire named Dettlaff—and that he and the Beast shared a mutual 
acquaintance in Geralt’s old friend Regis. Regis explained Dettiaff was more 
bestial than he and felt ill at ease in human society, yet was not a monster who 
murdered mindlessly. Further investigation revealed Dettlaff had acted out of the 
Very human emotions of rage, revenge, and love. Yet his inability to control these 
emotions combined with his supernatural ability to kill made him a threat that 
had to be dealt with, one way or another. 


ttis intriguing to learn that higher vampire society is organized in a strict 
hierarchy based on age: the older a vampire, the greater his say in their matters 
and the stricter the punishment for going against his will. One extremely elder 
vampire lived in Beauclair, in the cave where he had been deposited during 

the Conjunction of the Spheres. The only problem was that the more ancient 
members of the vampiric race were not very... .how to put this...amenable to 
‘company. This particular elder so deeply disliked visitors Regis trembled at the 
very thought of having to disturt his peace. 
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HOW TOUSE THIS GUIDE 


Welcome to the Official Guide to The Witcher 3: Wild Hunt, and all expansion content! As you can tell, no stone has been left unturned (or griffin un-bludgeoned) in our 
‘attempts to provide a thorough and informative strategy guide. In order for you to receive the most enjoyment from this weighty tome, it is wise to understand what 


the different chapters are, and how they relate to each other: 


INTRODUCTION AND CHARACTERS (PAGE 4) 


‘After a short story about an evil fairy, the major characters you encounter during 
your adventures are given a brief introduction. These include the Witchers of 

Kaer Morhen, the Sorceresses of the Lodge, Friends of the Witcher, the different 
factions; Nilfgaardians, Redanians, the Zealots of Novigrad, The Big Four, the 
Temerian Two, the Downtrodden and Deviant, and the numerous races and 
peasantry you'll encounter. Also present are the Islanders of Skellige, the Leaders 
f the Wild Hunt, and the characters appearing in the expansions, Hearts of Stone 
and Blood and Wine. 


TRAINING - SURVIVING AS A WITCHER (PAGE 22] 


This chapter introduces the movement, combat, interactions, and other activities. 
There's advice on difficulty settings, the in-game heads-up display, Witcher 
Senses, mapping and the environment, interactions (Including looting and 
Fepairing Items), conversations, items of all kinds, shops and merchants, crafters, 
the general economy of the Northern Realms, alchemy and crafting, meditation 
and preparation, and a helpful section on basic combat along with using Signs. 


‘The second part of the Training chapter focuses on developing your character, 
Including the different facets of experiencing and gaining levels, and the huge 
benefits you can obtain from abilities (and ability branches), as well as mutagens. 
There's information on combat abilities to enhance your bloodletting, Sign abilities 
to back up your two swords and crossbow, alchemy abilities to help keep you 
strong in even the most arduous of fights, and general abilities influencing your 
overall character. This section concludes with a variety of character archetypes 

to model your adventuring on, some good general tips for making money, and a 
selection of recommended weapons and armor you should think about utilizing. 


GWENT - A.GAME OF CARDS [PAGE 92) 


This chapter reveals the intricacies of this fabled dwarven card game. After 
giving general information on who plays Gwent and how to obtain cards, 

‘a general overview of how a Gwent game works is shown, along with an 
introduction to each of the five Deck Factions. Card abilities are detailed, before 
‘a more advanced section with in-depth tactics for each card type, and how card 
abilities are related to (and used in unison with) other cards. Numerous tactical 
‘examples (to ensure you win every Gwent bout) are shown, before a section on 
deck-building advice and management, and a table showing every single card 
with an ability. A true master class awaits you! 


QUEST WALKTHROUGH [PAGE 140) 


This is a gigantic part of the guide, providing information and tactics for all 
available quests. These are further sub-divided based on when you can access 
them (the Critical Path), or the location they begin in (Secondary Quests). 


At the start of each quest in this guide, you receive the following bounty of 
knowledge: 


© Related Quests: Any related quests that start or finish during the quest 
you're reading 


* Locations: Areas you will be exploring, along with a named reference to a 
Signpost or Unmarked location, so you can check the location in this guide's 
Atlas for any pertinent maps or optional treasure, it applicable. 


Characters: Entities you encounter, usually (but not always) friendly. 


Enemies: The foes you're likely to fight, which you can cross-reference with 
this guide's Bestiary if you need further help. 


Recommended Items: Whether an amount of money, Axil Delusion ability, or 
other items are needed before you start the quest. 


‘Are you sensitive about spoilers? Then be sure to check the top-right corner of each 
‘quest ttl, as the "Spoiler Level” is shown here; that way you can gauge how much 
of the plot is revealed, and avoid accordingly! 


(EE Indicates mild spoilers, such as explanations on how to complete 
the quest, and perhaps pictures of enemies you encounter and places you visit. 
(ETE Indicates a good amount of spoilers, including revelations on one or 
‘more major decisions you must make that have ripple effects as you progress. 


(EERIRIEEEEEES Major spoilers here! Perhaps a main character dies, a shocking discovery 
‘that changes the course of history, or other hugely important information is revealed. 


‘This box appears when there's something important to remember, such as. 
references to actions or other quests you must have knowledge of. ~ 


TIPS: SPEGIFIG@AND'HELPFULADVICE J ® _caurions-warwinasor Dancer | 
This box appears where there's something specifically helpful that needs clarifying, ‘This box appears when there's something particularly troubling that you're about to 
or to be called out, so you can take advantage of a situation as early, and as ‘encounter, or a choice to make with ramifications you can't take back. 


cunningly, as possible. These are boxes designed to aid your progress. 
D> Major Effect %® Minor Effect Every minor and major choice you make (which can affect everything from how a character treats you, to the fate of an 
entire realm) are also listed in these quest chapters. For information on them, check page 142. 
These quests are segmented into two different orders: 


‘© Chronological Order: for Critical Path and Main Quests (and Secondary Quests» By Territory and Alphabetical Order: For all other types of quest. 
that can only be accessed via a Main Quest) 


The Alphabetical quest listing below gives you the page number where you can find every quest in this guide. 


QUEST OVERVIEW TABLE: LEGEND* 


Main Quest w 
o Main Quest: Hearts of Stone {44 
a u 
u 

o HE | TheHero's Pursuits 


This asterisk next to 2 quest’s ni 


QUEST LIST: AN ALPHABETICAL TABLE 


1¢ indicates the quest does not appear in your la-game quest menu. This usually occurs only for very minor quests. 


QUEST NAME PAGE [iN QUEST NAME QUEST NAME PAGE 
ABard's Beloved | 408 | Disturbance | 239 | 
‘ABamnful of Trouble 11 Dortt Play with the God | 558 

HEA Costly Mistake 557 ENCE Dont Take Candy from a Strang 454 

HATE A Dark Legacy 561 555 

Deadly Plo 213 527 
‘ADog’s Life 362 | 392 | 
‘A Favor for Fiend 173 [a | 
‘A Favor for Radovid 193 547 

| _A Feast for Crows 387 | ai | 
‘A Final Kindness: 259 

Frying Pan, Splek and Span 364 [402 | 
‘A.Gready God 383 402 
A Hom az 36 

TT) A Knight's Tales 437 [540 | 

attr of Life and D 20 | 286 | 

CaF A Midnight Clear 293 
A Plea fgnored $58 | 212 | 
‘A Poot Under Pressure 199 

[TIGETA Portrait ofthe Witcher as an Old Man a2 [7365_| 
‘APrincess in Distress 160 [375 | 

f urprise Inertance 56d | 567 | 
ATome Entombed 397 | 159 | 
ATowertul of Mice Ww [a0 | 
‘AWalk on the Waterfront 393 

Welcome 401 | s46_| 
Abandoned Sawmill, | 395 | 

[An Evusive Thiet {ea fas 
‘An Eye for an Eye 257 

ation from Keira Met [7 | 

1H An Unfortunate Turn of Events | $54 | 
‘An Unpaid Debt ca 

HAUT Applied Escapology 574 

{Armed Assautt me 

HEWET Around the World in Eight Days 572 

the Mercy of Strang Ez 

401 

254 

433 

257 

560 

357 

591 

[503 | 

595 384 
eee Es 
ee Death By Fre _ ic 
338, Defender ofthe Faith () 366 
457 Defender of the Faith (i) 382 
3G] | ts Deserter Gold 553 
374 Destination: 218 
390] [Devi by the Weil 505 
258 |  [Eeibiny Funds: 359) 


QUEST NAME PAGE A PA QUEST NAME 
ETD Grandmaster Ursine Gear 610 ‘On Death's Bed 150 
U7 Grandmaster Wolven Gear 608 On Thin ee m2 
BS] [LET Open Sesame 208 
579 556, 
580 32 The Mos ives of asst 
HE Grifin Schoo! Gear (Mastererafted) 583, 470 “The Mysterious Passenger 
Griffin Schoo! Gear Superior) ‘582 313 | [mthe ofthe Byways Murders 
WUT Griffin-in-the-Vines 549 261 EET The Night of Long Fangs 
{14 Gwent: Big City Players cy 416 
11 Gwent: Collect ‘am All 486 367 
14 Gwent: Old Pas BEAT] | Aa Phantom of the Trade Route 514 
14 Gwent: Playing innkeeps 481_| [EB Pomp and: EZ 
4 Gwent: Skellige Style 485 Possession 230 
14 Gwent: Velen layers 482 Practicum in Advanced: a6 
Harassing a Tol" 373 Precious Cargo 363 
Hard Times 413 | | HiPrecious Haut 568, Te 
—— : 
Hi Here Comes the Groom 58 | [ft 558 0) 
Hey, You Wanna Look at 382 | | i Races: Crow's Perch 500 
HE Hidden from the World 557 ‘Races: Swift asthe Western Winds. $03, 
Hi Hidden inthe Dep B7O]] | 4 Races: The Great Erasmus Vegelbud 1 
Hidden Messages of the Nilfgaardian Kind 395 
M1 High Stakes 488, ay" 390 
Highway Robb 368 Racists of 7 390 
Highwayman's Cache™ 383 Reason of State 266 
‘Honor Among Thieves. 189 Redania's Most Wanted 24 
unt awitch 64 Retum to Crookback 176 
imperial Audience 153 | | MFT Rivecalme Storehouse 548 
‘nthe Heart of the Woods a3 ona 403 
In Wott's Clothing 423 405, 
i nhortanc 366] [Hi Ruins, Hidden Ea 568 
‘ron Maiden 431 ‘Scenes From a. 302 
onsides’ Treasure 570. ‘Shock: a9 
23] Soe 500 
Hi Jonny 0° the Woods [75077] [an Stricker B15 
[145 | | Sien’s Cait 419 
mm Most a 
| 232 | ‘Sijal's Grave 272 
m 276 
168 n Ends, 27 
‘368 au 
225 Mare 309 
323 ae 576 
147 in a Strange Land 419 
399 inthe 400, 
368 in Distress* 392 
76 $59 
360} |B Sunken Treasure 557 
524 30 
| 556 | |i 516 
[ast | a8 8 Las ai 
[381 | | Tedd Deireadn, The Final 275 
Ter] | Temerian Valuables S54 
377 BGI Tesham Mutna EI 
oo) i a8 
425 The Battle of Kaee Morten 2a7 
04] | AUET_The Beast of Honorton 506, 
388 | [EPO The Beast of Toussaint 317 
“509 F 
363} | EET The Black Widow. 572 
‘The Calm Before the Storm 
| 222 | The Cave of Dreams 420 
319 
| 435 | |e The Cursed ae ‘DXB Where the Cat and Wolf Pay... 370 
HY Mure D'yaebien 11 The Dead Have No Defense 359 “Wid at Heart 372 
HG Mutual of Beauciair’s Wild Kingdo 536 MGT The’ 561 
u ous Tracks: ‘510 The! 384 
Nameless. 222 The Fail of the House ot Reardon 174 
AUG Never Fear, Skellige's Herel 492 The Family Blade 409 
Never Trust Children ()* 396 The Frat Tia 240 
[Never Trust Cidron Qe [ais] [The ame of Hatred™ 388. 
Nillgaardian Treasure 568 The Four Faces of Hemdal” 431 
{tang a5 The Gangs of Novigrad 187 
TIT No Pace Like Home 440 The Great 259 
HY The Heroes’ Pursuits: ‘02 
HE The Heroes’ Pursuits For the Goddess’ Glory! 503 
14 The Heroes” Pursuits: B02 
1 The Heroes’ Pursuits: Kaer Trokde 502 
(CET The Hunger Game 437, 
The Incident in White Orchard 152 
‘Of Dairy and Darkness 3e4_| [ANC The Inconstant Gardener o78 
(T)GEr Of Sheers and a Witcher | Sing ea The Isle of Mists. 245 
389) The King is Dead - Long Live the King 28 


‘Df Swords and Dumplings 


(0) Quest CHAPTER: CRITICAL PATH (PAGE 140) 


This part of the walkthrough gathers all ofthe original Main Quests in chronological order. These are divided into the Prologue and three Acts. They chart the critical 


path of Geratt and his adventures against the Wild Hunt. 


In addition, Secondary Quests that influence the later decisions you make in the Critical Path, or are only accessible during a Main Quest, are also listed in this large chapter. 


1B Ouest Chapter: Main Quests: Hearts of Stone: This section covers all 
of the Main Quest activites that Geralt undertakes during the Hearts of 
Stone expansion. 


aa) QUEST CHAPTER: SECONDARY QUESTS (PAGE 358) 


This part of the Walkthrough gathers all of the Secondary Quests of every 
different type. All are optional. Expect the following Secondary Quests: 


Secondary Quests (General); Ranging from small to immense, any time you 
see an exclamation point (“!") on your map, itis likely to start a quest. Simply 
check the quest name with the one in your in-game Quest menu, and follow 
the advice in this tome. The quests are listed by Territory, so you can (and 
should) easily cross-reference them in this guide's Atlas. 


[TT] Secondary Quests (DLC): These are Secondary Quests that are part ofthe free DLC. 


[T] Secondary Quests: Hearts of Stone: This covers all non-critical quests that are 
available to you as part of this expansion. 


(1) Secondary Quests: Blood and Wine: Every optional quest in the Duchy of 
Toussaint is detailed in this section of the guide. 


uo Contracts: Also known as Monster Hunts, these are high-level quests involving 
the tracking and slaughter of one or more named beasts; always high-level 
versions of a specific (and usually large) enemy. Advice on finding and killing 
them is detailed, along with a cross-reference to the guide's Bestiary. 


IB Gwent Quests: These appear in-game as Secondary Quests, but any that 
specifically require you to collect Gwent cards, or play professional Gwent 
players, occur in this specific section. 


Hl The Heroes’ Pursuits: These are further sub-divided into Fistfights and Horse 
Races; Gain notoriety by pummeling rivals for quick cash across the 
countryside, we tell you where! Also, gallop to victory in a variety of 
Jocations, winning equipment for your faithful steed named Roach (items 
that make him faster, or carry more stored items, for example). 


Ey Treasure Hunts or Scavenger Hunts: Though the Attas shows every chest of note, 
there are a number of specific Treasure Hunts to undertake too, and this section 
‘shows them all. Also in this section are in-depth Scavenger Hunt tactics, which 
take you on a freeform quest to uncover the very best Witcher gear. 


HBB Epilogues and Endings: A complete list of every ending, and how previous 
choices you made affected the endings you received, are shown here, As 
you'd imagine, there are spoilers aplenty! 


ATLAS OF THE NORTHER REALMS [PAGE 614) 


This sizable section of the guide reveals every hidden area, merchant, signpost, 
‘and building of note across the Northern Realms and beyond. It is designed so 

that you can see what you're about to encounter before you visit a new area. A full 
legend and introduction at the start of this chapter reveals much more. Then expect 
‘cartographical evidence for the following territories: 


Cross-reference the interior maps of this chapter to the Walkthrough quest you are on, 
if you wish to gain further knowledge of an important area. Otherwise, this chapter is 

mainly useful for gaining pinpoint knowledge of where everything is, including hidden 
‘treasure chests, valuable loot, Gwent players, merchants, and your stash chests. 


HE Guest Chapter: Main Quests: Blood and Wine (Page 314): The adventures 
Geralt of Rivia continue into the Duchy of Toussaint; all Blood and Wine 
expansion Main Quest activities are covered here. 


APPENDICES AND COMPENDIUMS (PAGE 714) 


The back end of the book is crammed with a wealth of helpful information, much 
of it in handy table form, designed so that everything you require in a particular 
subject is showcased in one location. Here's what to look for: 


© Bestiary (page 716):A document revealing critical combat knowledge for every single 
foe you'll ever encounter in your adventure, including some you only ever fight once! 


Merchants of the Northern Realms: If you're attempting to better your 
bartering, or find rare items to trade or sell, you need to know where to go for 
the best prices, and the largest collection of useful items to add to your own 
inventory. As luck would have it, a list of every single merchant throughout the 
Northern Realms and Toussaint is presented here. 


. 


Inventory and Unique Items: The entirety of every important item, from swords 
to alchemy ingredients, is listed here along with helpful advice, statistics, 
locations, and other data. 


Places of Power: Strange monoliths dotted throughout the countryside award 
you with Sign boosts and ability points. They are shown throughout the Atlas, 
but this section lists them here, in much greater detail. 


Camal Knowledge: Geralt of Rivia likes to put it about a bit, so it's helpful to 
learn exactly how many times this can happen, and with whom. 


Gwent: A Complete Card Checklist: Wouldn't it be great to have a picture of 
every single Gwent card, along with information on how exactly it is obtained? 
Then you've come to the right Appendix! 


Gwent: The Gwentlefolk of the Northern Realms: In order to obtain many of 
the Gwent cards, you must find and best dozens of individuals throughout the 
land. This Appendix details where every single one of them resides, what card 
or cards they have, and whether they can sell any to you. 


Achievements and Trophies: Every single award you're given during the 
course of your adventure is tallied here, along with any methodology needed 
to complete the Achievement or Trophy in question. 


Ug Wy Bi ADDITIONAL CONTENT 


Geralt of Rivia's adventures don't end at the culmination of the Critical Path, as 
there are a number of free DLC assets, as well as two larger-scaled Expansions, 
available to you. The more basic DLC is covered here. The more involved DLC, 
and both Expansions, are introduced here, and a page number where more. 
detailed information can be found, is also listed. 


‘Make sure you access the "Downloadable Content” section of your Main Menu, as 


| this shows all OLC and expansions you have installed as well as four now options: to 
| turn off and on the alternative looks for Cir, Tiss, and Yenneter, as well as the Ballad 
| Heroes card set. 


ad 
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WY DOWNLOADABLE CONTENT 


There are 13 pieces of Downloadable Content (DLC) for you to access for free. 
That's correct, no crowns need to change hands! Whenever you see the DLC icon 
throughout this guide, it refers to one of the following pieces of content: 


(ARMOR AND ARMAMENTS 


The following content is additional armor for yourself (torso, gloves, boots, and 
trousers) and your horse (blinders, saddle, and saddlebags); or armaments 
(crossbows that complement a particular armor set). If you'd like to “look the part” 
when roaming a specific location, feel free to purchase this equipment, which costs 
you crowns, and can only be worn when you reach a certain level. For statistical 
information on these items, see A Witcher's Tools in your free online eGuide. 


WO ELITE Crosspow Ser 


This offers you three different crossbows, each accessible when you reach a 
different level (though you can buy them beforehand), and each requiring you to 
purchase them from a particular vendor. Consider them to be part of the three 
new Armor Sets, if you wish to fully complete each one. 


Nearest 
Signpost 


z Approximate 
Crossbow Type Vendor Specific Location sige 


OP NILFGAARDIAN ARMOR SET 


This offers you a complete set ie 
of armor for yourself and Roach. 

All the pieces of this set are 

available to purchase from the 
Quartermaster Merchant, in the 

upper stronghold, inside Crow's 

Perch, in Velen. 


‘Armor Piece Approximate Cost 


WHF SKELLIGE ARMOR SET 


This grants you a complete set 
of armor for yourself and Roach. 
All of the elements of this set 
are available to purchase from 
the Journeyman Armorer on 
the northern battlements, west 
of the Bridge to Kaer Trolde 
Signpost, in Skellige. 


Armor Piece Notes 


[Heavy Relic, Levelay 


Total Cost (Approximate) 


EY TEMERIAN ARMOR SET 


This enables you to gather a 
fine set of armor for Roach and 
yourself. All of the pieces of this 
set are available to buy from 
Bram, a merchant just west 

of Woesong Bridge (after you 
rescue him from a griffin during 
the Prologue). 


Armor Piece Notes Approximate Cost 


‘WF ALTERNATIVE LOOKS AND STYLES 


This type of content changes the appearance one of your closest friends, 
allows more styles to be attempted by a barber, and gives an alternate look to 
some of your Neutral Gwent cards. You can switch between looks for Cir, Tiss, 
Yennefer, and the Neutral Gwent cards in the “Options” part of the Downloadable 
Content Menu 


WOE ALTERNATIVE 
LOOK FOR CRI 


Ciri sports a more 
Skellige-centric look any time 
you see her (or play as her) 
during your adventure. 


TE ALTERNATIVE 
LOOK FOR TRISS 


Triss has a lavish and orate 
dress befitting a flame-haired 
sorceress, any time you see her. 


WE ALTERNATIVE 
LOOK FOR 
YENNEFER 


Yennefer's alternate outfit is 
still predominantly black, with 
raven feathers and a hint of 
naughtiness. 


w 


When you visit any Barber 
across the Northem Realms and 
beyond, you can now choose 
from an increased number 

of looks for your locks and 
stubble. A haircut usually costs 
10 crowns, and a beard style is. 
five crowns. To locate a Barber, 
please consult this guide's Atlas. 


BEARD AND HAIRSTYLE SET 


WF “BALLAD HEROES” NEUTRAL GWENT CARD SET 


This is an alternate “look” to ten of your Gwent cards. Obviously, you need to have collected the cards before you can switch between the looks. Aside from the different 
picture on each of the ten Neutral cards, nothing changes. You can switch between the “Ballad Heroes” art and the original art in the “Options” part of the Downloadable 
Content Menu, 


WO ADDITIONAL QUESTS AND OTHER CONT ENT 


The following pieces of content add to your overall adventuring experience. Some elements may be simply superficial additional ways to cleave a foe in twain. Others: 


are entire quests 


WE NEW “FINISHER” ANIMATIONS 


Slay your foes in new brutal r 
and spectacular ways with this 

visceral end to certain bouts f 
of combat! This works most 
proticiently when you strike a 
finishing (killing) blow on an 
enemy you are more powerful 
than, in terms of your level 
Only human-sized enemies 
“benefit from this series of 
dismemberment deaths! 


WO New Game + 


This is a new game mode that 
is accessible once you start 
"New Game". This option 
then appears as a choice. It 
becomes available only after 
you complete the Critical Path 
quests. New Game + allows 
you to keep your character's 
progression and items, though 
all of the enemies encountered 
in the world are scaled up to provide you with new challenges. 


‘Need further challenge? Then choose a high difficulty level as well as New Game +! 


WO New: CONTRACT 


MISSING MINERS 


‘A group of miners has recently 
gone missing in the wilds of 
Ad Skellig, Can you track the 
beast responsible for their 
demise? This quest is detailed 
on page 529. 


WH New: Contract 
SKELLIGE'S MOST 
WANTED 


A quest in the Ard Skellig village 
Fyresdal piques your interest, 
though something doesn't seem 
quite right about the quest 

giver... This quest is detailed on 
page 534. 


WY NEw: SECONDARY 
QUEST: FOOL'S 
GOLD 


The village idiot of Lurtek is 
being bothered by hungry 
bandits: Time to visit this Velen 
hamlet and help him, and put a 
porcine plan into action. .. This 
Quest is detailed on page 378 


OF NEW: SECONDARY 
QUEST: WHERE 
THE CAT AND 
WOLF PLAY 


Pinned to the Noticeboard in the 
Velen village of Oreton is a plea 

to help you discover the infamous 
“Beast of Honorton.” This quest is 
detailed on page 506. 


OOF New Quest 
SCAVENGER 
HUNT: WOLF 
SCHOOL GEAR 


tf you're craving some of the 
finest weapons and armor 
ever crafted, be sure to start 
the lengthy freeform foraging 
for Wolf School Gear. Find 
directions to every element of it on page 597. 


B<WE HOS DLC, 


WO EXPANSION CONTENT 


This guide provides exhaustive information on all aspects of Geralt's two 
additional epic adventures: 


Wy HEARTS OF STONE 


This takes you on an adventure into the wilds of No Man's Land, and the nooks 
and alleys of Oxenfurt, where you'll try and complete a contract from the 
mysterious Man of Glass. Caught in a thick tangle of deceit, you will need all your 
cunning and strength to solve this mystery and emerge unscathed! 


The Hearts of Stone: Main Quest content begins on page 284. For all other 
content, use the WEF symbol to find it when searching this guide. 


(7 BLOOD AND WINE 


This tale introduces you to an all-new adventuring region of Toussaint; a land 
mostly untainted by war, where an atmosphere of careful indulgence and Knightly 
ritual masks an ancient, bloody secret. Come for the wine, but stay for the intrigue! 


The Blood and Wine: Main Quest content begins on page 314. For all other 
content, use the G7 symbol to find it when searching this guide. 
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TRAINING: 


SURVIVING AS A WITCHER 


Prior to traveling into the wilds of the Northern Realms, it is wise for you to fully grasp the actions and abilities of the Witcher Geralt 
(and to. a much lesser extent, Cirilla). Learn about movement, fighting with the steel and silver swords of the Witcher, and mastering 
the use of Signs; though this is only the beginning of your training. Further your knowledge of alchemy, crafting, Witcher abilities (also 
known as skills), leveling, weapon and armor maintenance, Meditation and preparation, the economy of trading, and the variety of 
interesting (and usually dangerous) environmental areas, from Monster Nests to Points of Interest. Don’t leave the confines of Kaer 
Morhen without a full understanding of this information. 


INGIAS AWITCHER 


Geralt of Rivia is a Witcher; a professional monster slayer for hire, who Has collected countless bounties. A mutant feared by the creatures he hunts and the people he 
protects, Geralt would not have earned his reputation if he were unskilled. In a world plagued by monsters, and the men who would be monsters, Witchers are known 
for not just their martial prowess and their mutant nature, but also their almost encyclopedic knowledge of their prey, and the amount of preparation they are willing to 


undergo before battle. 


You must be a smart, deliberate hunter—one who is willing to use the tools at your disposal, willing to take the time necessary to ensure that every encounter 

is weighted as much in your favor as possible, while also being more than capable of responding to the unexpected. But this is more than just being a fearsome 
combatant, however: Witchers use words almost as often as they employ blades to get what they want, whether it is important information about a contract, the right 
price for services rendered, or convincing others to allow them into places which they might otherwise be refused access, This section of the Witcher 3: Wild Hunt 


guide helps train you in the basics and more advanced techniques at your disposal. 


MAIN MENU 


When you start Witcher 3: Wild Hunt, you are greeted by the Main Menu. This allows you to select from the following options: 


Continue: If you already started a New Game, this enables you to continue 
from the very last save point, so you don't need to scroll through all your 
‘saved games. 


New Game: Select this when you wish to begin a brand new adventure. 
You are granted a number of choices, and then difficulty settings, which are 
discussed below (see “Starting a New Game"). 


Load Game: Every time you save your progress during your adventure, you 
Can access it from this menu selection. This allows you to choose a save point 
from wherever you like, in case you wish to try finishing a quest by making a 
different decision, for example. 


STARTING A NEW GAME 


Options: You are presented with a wealth of self-explanatory options, 
allowing you to tweak and fiddle with a variety of settings, from audio levels 
to the buttons on your controller. Some interesting and important ones are 
discussed below (see "Options of Note"). 


Downloadable Content: If you have downloaded any of the 

16 (free) pieces of Downloadable Content, as well as the two 
Expansion Packs, they are listed here. Where appropriate, content you can 
tum “on” or “off” is available in the “Options” menu within this menu. 


Begin a new adventure by selecting this menu. This allows you to select from the following menu choices: 


Fresh Start: You can begin a new game with any installed expansions 
included, but the main storyline quests must also be undertaken. This is a 
brand-new adventure. 


ly Hearts of Stone Only: The main storyline quests are disabled, 
‘and your gear and level are enhanced and raised so as to be 
Suitable for the quests of this expansion. Choose this if you are primarily 
interested in playing this expansion as quickly as possible. 


DIFFICULTY SETTINGS 


Blood and Wine Only: The main storyline quests are disabled, 

and your gear and level are enhanced and raised so as to be 
‘Suitable for the quests of this expansion. Choose this if you wish to play this 
‘second expansion as swiftly as possible, 


New Game +: Play the game again with added difficulty, by loading a game save 
you created after finishing the “base game" (the Critical Path adventure) and 
watched the Endings. A Planning Primer to make the most of this highly-entertaining 
‘mode is detailed later in this chapter (see “New Game +: A Planning Primer”), and 
‘some specific character archetypes have been created for this mode, 


‘When you start a New Game of Witcher 3: Wild Hunt, you have a choice between four difficulty settings: 


Just the Story! (Easy): Enemies have less resistance to damage, and do not 
Cause as much damage as they do on the “Story and Sword!" setting. This 
option is perfect for players who want to experience the narrative and do not 
wish to worry as much about challenging combat. 


Story and Sword! (Normal): The setting the game offers by default. Geralt is 
less resilient than he is on “Just the Story!” difficulty, making combat a more 
demanding experience. This difficulty is recommended to series veterans, or 
players who feel confident in their abilities. 


CHANGING DIFFICULTY IN-GAME 


Mf the challenge is becoming too much (or too easy) for you, simply access the Main 
‘Menu at any point during @ game, visit the Options Menu, and change the difficulty 
to a level more suitable to you. This is particularly helpful before a nasty fight, and 

changing to a lesser difficulty technically isn’t considered cheating! | 


Blood and Broken Bones! (Hard): For those seeking a serious challenge. 
This setting removes health regeneration through Meditation, and couples this 
with a serious increase in enemy lethality and resilience. Players who want 

a challenge up front, or those who have already played through the game 

at least once will find this to be a big, but logical, step up from “Story and 
‘Sword!” difficulty. 


Death March! (Dark): For the masochistic Witcher who enjoys the taste of 
their own blood as much as they do the blood of their enemies. Expect no 
mercy, save that you grant yourself by preparing extensively for every major 
battle you will face (or better yet, utilizing one of the character archetypes at 
the end of this chapter designed to thrive in this mode), and even then it may 
not be enough. Expect to be staring often at a screen that reminds you of 
what you already know: You Died. 


KEEPING YOUR HEAD UP AND WITS ABOUT YOU: IN-GAME HUD 


The HUD (Heads-Up Display) imparts critical information, particularly during combat, which help keep you alive if you pay attention. There are many elements that 
appear during special occasions, such as Boss Health meters, but the following items are both the most consistently displayed pieces of information, and also rank 


‘among the most important; 


@ Wott Medaition: This medatlion indicates when Geraltis in danger, or 
is near a powerful source of magic (usually a Place of Power). f you are 
playing with a force-feedback enabled controller, expect vibrations too! 


@ Experionce Bar: As you kill monsters or men within a certain number of 
levels of Geralt's current level, or complete quests, you gain experience 
Indicated by this meter, If the meter has been filled, it resets and you gain 
a level. A small indicator appears next to the bar to show that you have an 
ability point that you can assign to your character trees. 


© Vitality: This measure of Geralt's health is possibly the single most 
important HUD element, other than the enemy's health bar. It it empties, 
Geralt is a dead man. Fill up your health bar by employing Potions (such as 
Swallow), or Meditation after combat. 


@ Toxicity: Consuming certain potions before Meditation, or during combat, 
raises your Toxicity Bar level. Initially, this can be fairly harmless, even 
beneficial. However at excessively high levels of toxicity, you can start to 
suffer negative effects. If the borders of your screen are glowing green, you 
are being poisoned, and should Meditate or increase your maximum toxicity 
tolerance with a skill from the Alchemy Tree (see page 68). 


@ Stamina: The Stamina Bar regulates your ability to sprint, evade and dodge 
roll, and use Signs in combat. Usually a single sign consumes the entirety of 
the Stamina Bar. This regenerates over time and can be boosted by potions, 
armor attributes, or character abilities. 


@ Adrenaline: Adrenaline builds during combat, indicated by the gray marks 
turning red. Having Adrenaline can lead to very beneficial effects during 
combat, discussed in greater detail on page 55. 


@ Chosen Sign: Next to the Stamina Bar is a symbol that shows which Sign 
you have selected in your Quick Access Menu, Make sure you have the right 
Sign chosen for your situation! 


@ tem Condition: As Geralt uses his weapons, or sustains damage in 
combat, his equipment sustains damage. Should it become dangerously 
ow on durability, an indicator appears on your HUD. Don't let your gear fall 
into disrepair! 


© uick Access Items: Geralt can have one quickly accessed weapon or tool, 


such as the Crossbow, and two consumables, set up from the Quick Access 
Menu and your inventory screen, One helpful item is @ torch to light your 
way in dark places, if you aren't brewing the Cat's Eye potion. 


© Enemy Vitality Bar: Enemies that have engaged in combat with Geralt will 
have their current Vitality and Stamina displayed over their head, as well as 
their current level, If an enemy is vulnerable to Silver Swords, thelr Vitaly 
is displayed in silver, otherwise it is red. Important to note is the color of the 
enemy's level: 


It itis red, or displayed Green is an enemy White levels indicate a 
as a skull, you are infor closer to your level. ‘near-inconsequential 
a very tough fight threat. 


[eswh Hos EDLC} 


@ Current Time: Displays the time of day, and where the sun or moon isin 
relation to the time, and even the current weather conditions. You may be 
asked to go to a location at a certain time of day, which requires you to 
Meditate to pass the time, Many merchants are not available at all hours, 80 
if you need the services of a blacksmith or ingredients merchant, come back 
when (or Meditate until) they are actually open for business. 


@ Distance to Odjective: Shows how far Geraltis from a waypoint, while 
indicating if the objective is above or below relative to his position 


© Mini-map: An invaluable too! for navigation, this shows you Geralt’s current 
position in relation to his surroundings. Hostile contacts are marked by red 
dots; red dots that are crossed out indicate a fallen foe that can be looted. 
Additionally, Signposts for fast travel, cave entrances, stairwells, herbs for 
alchemy, navigation paths leading to waypoints, and search zones indicated 
by Quests, are all indicated on this map. You can also set your Witcher 
Senses to show on the mini-map in the HUD Configuration menu. Finally, 
if a map icon has a small arrow pointing up, itis above you. If the arrow is 
pointing down, it is beneath you (and may not be accessible except via a 
tunnel that might not be immediately obvious or available to you). 


© Current Quest and Objectives: Shows the name of the currently tracked 
quest, and a list of objectives. Change the tracked quest in your Quest Menu, 


© Controls: Based on Geralt’s current state, whether on foat, on horseback, 
or in combat, a series of control prompts appears in this comer of the 
screen. If in combat, this display also shows you which sword Is currently 
unsheathed. There may be situations where you're forced to fight humans: 
‘and monsters simultaneously, and this can help you keep track of what 
you're using mid-fight. a 
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OPTIONS OF NOTE 


There is an abundance of options available to you. Almost all of them are easy to 
understand (and can be changed at your whim), and are accessible at any point 
in your adventure if you press Pause. However, a few options stand out as being 
particularly interesting: 


GAMEPLAY > AUTOMATIC FINISHERS (“ON”) 


‘Notice the button icon near 


allows for manual Finishers, 
(or to ignore Finishers 
altogether 


“Finishers” are executions you can undertake to complete combat with a human-sized 
foe. This always ends with a gruesome, and usually appendage-lopping, maneuver, and 
{the copious spilling of enemy blood. Normally, Automatic Finishers is set to “on”. 


‘Switch this option to “off”, and a button or key icon appears when a Finisher is 
available (usually when your foe's health is close to empty), enabling you to manually 
‘execute this move. Geralt has a number of random (and supremely violent) finishers 
he can attempt: Having Finishers switched off allows you to more quickly turn on 
‘Subsequent enemies instead of watching a flourish of bloody violence, too. 


Mf you want to manually execute a Finisher more easily, why not stun your badly- 
wounded foe using Axi frst? 


GAMEPLAY > COLOR-BLIND FRIENDLY WITCHER 
SENSES (“OFF”) 

If you have color-blindness, then switch this mode from “off” to “on.” When 

you are using your Witcher Senses, you normally see areas of interest (such as 
footprints, partly-hidden corpses, or sounds) with a red outline. This changes the 
outline to blue. If you do not have color-blindness, you may find the color change 
makes it easier to spot areas of interest, easing your investigations. Note this 
‘option is accessible from the Main Menu > Gameplay option. 


GAMEPLAY > TURNOFF WITCHER SENSES FISH-EYE EFFECT 


\fyou suffer from motion sickness while playing games, you may feel queasy 
when Geralt quickly spins or changes direction. Switch this option to “on” and the 
background will stop warping during a tum, which can help alleviate this situation. 


VIDEO > HUD CONFIGURATION 


if you are finding that the In-Game HUD to be a little intrusive, or wish to add another 
layer of difficulty to your adventure, scroll through this menu and switch a variety 

‘of (mainly visual) functions off and on. Everything from your mini-map to your boat 
durability can be toggled here, For the greatest challenge, tum every HUD option off 
(though not having a mini-map is perhaps a step too far into the unknown)). 


NEW GAME +: A PLANNING PRIMER 


New Game + is a new mode that only unlocks after you finish the main Critical 
Path storyline of the base game. Choosing this mode, you can begin the game 
anew, but you Keep your character progression, items, and all the aspects of the 
‘world around you are “scaled up” to provide you with new challenges. This is a 
great way to fully utilize the potential of items you may not have found until the 
end of the base game, or to try out new choices during the story. As you may 
know, the plot of your adventure unravels differently based on choices you make 


{this badly wounded foe? This 


during quests (and this guide shows you each time one of these decisions must be 


made). Use this mode to try other options, such as romancing a different person, 
building up a different character archetype, or changing your difficulty settings, 


‘This game mode also allows you to "Simulate Witcher 2 Save", just as before. Select 
“On”, and after the prologue, when you meet General Moorvran Voorhis (during Main 
‘Quest: Imperial Audience), you can choose to answer a number of plot-changing 
‘questions. These are detailed on page 153 of this guide. 


NEW GAME +: CHARACTER PROGRESSION 


The following information pre-supposes that you already understand leveling, skill 
Points, and other basic elements of your character progression. If you don’t, simply 
look these terms up later in this Training chapter. 


Itis important to remember that when you transfer your character, all your skills, 
levels, and experience transfer with you. New Game + has a starting point at 
level 30, so if your character is below that level you are given enough experience 
Points to raise to this level. However, if you are already above this level, no 
changes are made (you begin at the level above 30 you finished the previous 
game at) 


i POTION OF CLEARANCE 


\ Ht git tte how on Yao ited ab ant Ocenell 


‘Once used, it moves all your spent skill points back to.the points’ poo! 
‘so you can redistribute them in a different way. This potion can also be 


: 
‘bought in game so you can do this multiple times whenever you feel i 
tke it. 


“te 


Ability Points that you obtained via visiting Places of Power (see page 774) are 
kept on your character. Also visiting Places of Power in New Game + for the 
first time rewards you with an ability point, just like in the initial adventure. This 
essentially means you can visit Places of Power in your first adventure, and then 
visit them all again in New Game +, doubling your ability points! 


In New Game + you gain more ability points, but you don't receive additional 
ability slots. However, this enables you to buy some “support” abilities that 

you might not want to always employ, but might prove useful in specific 
circumstances. in the intial playthrough, you either had to resign from doing so 
due to lack of ability points, or had to redistribute all your points whenever you 
wanted a change. In New Game +, you can keep your build and use additional 
points to buy extra abilities and use them whenever you need without those 
restrictions. This proves especially helpful when playing on Death March 
difficulty, when enemies prove to be most dastardly in their prowess! 


NEW GAME +: CHALLENGES AND A WITCHER'S 

FULL POTENTIAL 
Wait! This collection of foes 
wore easy pickings the frst 


time you sticed and dicod 
them! Not s0 in New Game +! 


‘Though you have access to many more abilities, New Game + also increases 
the difficulty to present a real challenge! The levels of enemies and quests are 
scaled up by 30 levels, This means enemy statistics are raised and the combat 
becomes much more difficult. However, the game remains true to the Difficulty 
Settings; you can stil reduce difficulty if you're finding this mode hard going, 


‘Conversely, if you consider yourself a master Witcher of some repute, the biggest 
Challenge of all awaits you on Death March! Difficulty. Increased enemy statistics 

also mean greater resistances. You might find some of your previously-advantageous 
methods of foe disposal become far less potent, or they may no longer work at all! 
Prevent this from happening by using your full potential: Expert Alchemy, Crafting, Skill- 
‘swapping, and fine-quality gear you brought with you are all necessary to survive here! 


As Quests also increase in levels, any opponents you face also provide you with 
challenges. Fortunately, experience rewards are also raised to reward you for your 
extra efforts. Defeating enemies and completing quests reward you with items that 
require higher Character levels to use, but that also have higher statistics, 


NEW GAME +: GEAR GATHERING 
‘Agood number of items you found during your initial playthrough are carried over to New Game +. However, there are exceptions: 


Quest Items: Such as rewards given or items found within a quest, as these Crafting Recipes: You keep basic schematics on your person, but the rest is 
could spoil your quests. ready to be found again (with increased levels and statistics). 

Monster Trophies: As these are also quest-related items, your collection of Gwent Cards: You will find your Gwent decks demolished; the epic quest to 
previously-severed heads doesn't make the trip to New Game + mode. “Collect ‘em All” begins once again! 

Special Items: Equipment pieces like the Eye of Nehaleni are not accessible Readable Items: Books, journals, and letters also relate to quests, so they 
(until you locate them during a specific quest), as they are also quest related. ‘are removed. 


Fortunately, you get to keep everything else, so expect to begin your adventure back in White Orchard with your Witcher Sets, relic weapons, and an alchemy bag full 
of useful potions, bombs, and oils. 


CONTROLS 


Geralt’s search for Ciri and the Wild Hunt takes him across plains, and through forests, castles, and mountains. He travels by foot, on horseback, ‘and even by boat. He 
also needs to fight monsters, men, and men who would be monsters if the choice was theirs. Learn how to control Geralt to the fullest, so you're not fumbling with the 


controls when a pack of Drowners swarms you, 
PC CONTROLS 


Exploration and Combat Contra Horse Riding Control 


| ace 


ABILITIES AN’ 
MUTAGENS 


Hold Right Mouse Button to Block, tap 
‘RMB just before an enemy attack hits 
‘to Counter 
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PS4 CONTROLS 


Exploration and Combat Horse Riding Controls 
Movement, Left Analog Stick 
Call Horse Look Around Right Analog Stick 
Look Around Lock-On ‘Objective 3 
{Look-On Target/Change Objective Draw/Sheath Steel Sword D-Pad Left 
Draw/Sheath Stee! Sword Draw/Sheath Siver Sword ‘D-Pad Right 
Draw/Sheath iver Sword Consumable 1 D-Pad Up 
Consumable 1 Consumable 2 D-Pad Down 
Consumable 2 Quick Access Menu u 
[kien en Use Quick Access tem A 
Use Quick Access lem Use Witcher Senses (Cannot use while Galloping) | L2 
Use Witcher Senses Cast Axi Sign R2 
Block/Counter (Combat Ony) ‘Atach/Draw Sword ‘Square and Triangle Buttons 
ea Fo =] 
Gallop 
{Tap Once, Then Hold while moving) 
Jump Circle Button 
Mount/Dismount Circle Button (Hold) 
Sprinting imming and Diving Controls 
-Jump/Ciimb Obstacles = 
Pei Circle Button + (optional Tit Left Dek hain 
X Button + oa Left Analog tek 
Fel Stick (During Combat) a ae 


Look Around 


{se witcher Senses —_ [Let Tigger 


{[Lock-On Tarpet/Change Objective ‘Swim Quickiynteraction X Button (Hold to Swim Quickly) 
Accelerate Surface Circe Button 
Stop 
Disembark Circle Button 
‘Dvick Access Menu u 
Use Quick Access item A 
Use Witeher Senses 13 
XBOX ONE CONTROLS, PC CONTROLS [XBOX ONE OR XBOX 360 CONTROLLER) 
Exploration and Combat Controls Horse Riding Controls 
Movement ‘Left Analog Suck 
Call Horse Click Left Analog Stick 
Look ‘Stick ] 
Lock-On Targe/Change Objective Click Right Analog Stick 
raw/Shath Steot Sword D-Pad Left 
Draw/Sheath Siver Sword -Pad Right 
Consumable 1 D-Pad Up 
Consumable 2 -Pad Down 
Quick Access Menu Left Button 
Use Quick Access item Right Button Use Witcher Senses (Cannot use while Galloping 
‘Use Witcher Senses Hold Left Trigger Cast Avi Sign 
Block/Counter (Combat Only) Left ‘Attack/Draw Sword 
{ Cast Sign _ Canter 
Pause Menu Back Button aly ‘Button (Tap Once, Then Hold 
Game Menu ‘Start Button while moving) 
Fast Attack X Button Jump _ |B Button 
attack ¥ Button B Button (Hold while standing stil or 

Interact ‘AButton cosas while cantor? 
Sprinting 
-Jump/Climb Obstacles 
Wes Stick Look Around Right Analog Stick 

‘AButton + (optional) Tit Let Analog Lock-On Target/Change Objective {lick Right Analog Stick 
bee Stick (During Combat) Use Witcher Senses Left Trigger 

Use Quick Access Nem Right Button 
hick Access Menu Left Button 

‘Left Analog Stick Consumable 1 O-Pad Up 

Right Analog Stick Consumable 2 D-Pad Down 
‘LokcOn TargeVGhange Objective | ick Right Analog Stik Xbuton ] 
Accelerate ‘AButton Swim Quickly Button 
[see XButton Interaction ‘A Button (Hold To Swim Quick) 
Disembark B Button Surtace B Button 
Quick Access Menu Left Button 
Use Quick Access item Right Button 


LEAP, SLIDE, SPRINT, AND SAUNTER: MOVEMENT 


Itis important to learn the basics of movement so you can maneuver your way SWIMMING 
into and out of any situation, whether it's a leap onto a horse, or a slide down a 


il Swi . a 4 me 
mountain. This section guides you through the main elements of movement. Geralts a powerful ewimme, able to “sprint: using the same controls #8 40 


would on land. You can also dive underwater to explore areas and seek treasure, 
just be aware Geralt can’t stay underwater forever. If he runs out of breath, he 


SHESar loses Vitality over time 
Geralt can walk, run, or sprint through the world (the latter of these costing until he either dies or 
Stamina), You can combine different speeds of movement with your ability to gets air in his lungs. 
Jump to climb ledges, or vault over large gaps. Need to lengthen your 


time underwater? Swig 


Movement during combat is handled using the same controls, but Geralt himself down a Killer Whale 


moves differently. He naturally points himself at the nearest enemy that he's in 


range of striking, or has been attacked by, in an attempt to prevent attacks from prea ba 
behind. You can also lock your camera on to enemies, which focuses Geralt's 
movements entirely around them. This is especially useful during one-on-one _Geralt's ability to fight 
encounters, as all of Geral's mavements, evasions, and attacks, are aimed at underwater is limited 
that target. In encounters where Geral faces many foes, it's important to be entirely to his crossbow, so try to avoid underwater combat unless absolutely 
more flexible about how Geralt moves through the battle necessary. use auto aiming for aiming and firing your Crossbow if you're caught 
: by underwater foes. Or fight from a riverbank using ranged attacks such as Signs 
SLIDING ‘and Bombs, as well as crossbow bolts. 
Geralt stats to slide 2 eam 
aiava (a te ROACH THE TRUSTY STEED: RIDING ON HORSEBACK 
terrain is too steep Geralt's trusty steed, Roach, handles similarly to Geralt himself. Roach is a 
to traverse. You can constant companion and is yours from the start of your adventure, If you ever 
control his slides get separated from your horse, just whistle for her. H you need to make a quick 
downhill toa limited escape, mount Roach while she or Geral is moving, 


degree, speeding 


Roach obviously cannot 
Bienes esd, od climb up sheer cliffs, 
s but she can make 


you can steer him. If 
you're willing to risk serious injury or death, this is one of the fastest ways down 
‘a mountain, short of taking leaps off of sheer cliffs to your certain death. In 
certain areas, such as the highest point of the istand of An Skellig, sliding down 
mountains is practically encouraged! 


CLIMBING AND JUMPING 


even longer jumps 
than Geralt if you have 
enough speed. Roach 
naturally proceeds at a 
slow trot, which allows. 
you to easily navigate 
through highways, 
byways, and villages without causing a disturbance by running into people, You 
can also hold down the Sprint button to gallop, while a double tap before holding 
the button down spurs Roach into a full canter. You can maintain the canter only 
for as long as Roach has Stamina (displayed at the bottom of your screen). 
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ROACH THE UNTRUSTY STEED: WHAT THE BUCK? 


For all the loyalty, Roach 
is just a horse, and 
there are things Roach 
simply does not like to 
deal with. On this list is 


Geralt can jump over small obstacles, clamber over fences and onto crates, climb 
ladders (by standing near one and using the climb button), or jump up to reach 


climbable ledges. Combined with Sprinting, you can make some impressive just about anything that 
Jong jumps into otherwise isolated areas. You can also catch ledges as Geralt is possesses killing intent 
falling, so if you're just short of making a jump you're able to grab the far ledge. toward Roach or Geralt. 


Hold down the Jump button as you're in mid-air to enable Geralt to grab ledges if you're on horseback 
he’s leaping toward, or press the Jump button just as you reach the ledge. and enemies draw 
close, Roach begins to panic. if the Horse Fear Meter fills up, Roach bucks Geral 


oft, causing damage and stunning you, leaving you vulnerable to foes. thar 
ride past the enemy at a gallop, or dismount and fight. You can fight while on 
Hf you mistime a jump, find yourself falling from a high ledge or precipice, expect to horseback, but it is a risky proposition when you factor in Roach’s skittishness, 
take severe damage or die if the drop is more than 20 feet or so. Mitigate shorter Roach and other horses can kick you or your enemy while in a panic, which can 


falls by executing a roll (normally a combat technique) to cushion your fall. Or make also stun you, so be extremely careful when battling around Roach. 
fewer daring leaps that end in embarrassing fallure: the choice Is yours! 


HORSING UND: ROACH'S ACCOUTRE 


Va LOOKING BEFORP'YOU'RE LEAPIN Try to calm Roach using Axil, before she attempts to throw you. Remember to visit 
" ‘merchants across the Northern Realms (the Quartermaster at Crow's Perch is @ 

Mf you're looking for places to land after a leap, or locations that you can definitely ‘good start) to find a variety of Horse Blinders (that reduce Roach's fear), Saddles (to 
| limb up, search for edges of rocks stained with bird droppings (these also show increase her gallop time), and Saddlebags (that allow you to carry more weight), You 
up in your Witcher Senses); expect to be able to haul yourself up on these areas, can also win these valuable accoutrements in Horse Races. Use that horse to her 

despite the unpleasant odor. fullest potential! 
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RIDING THE ROAD (AUTOMATICALLY) 


‘As long as the Sprint 
button (and only the 
Sprint button) is held, 
any horse you're riding 
automatically follows 
the road. Horse Stamina 
is not depleted while 
automatically riding 

the road. Manually 
controlling your steed 
changes the horse's heading during turns, or if you wish to depart from the 
toad. When you're back on the road, simply press the Sprint button again to 
automatically engage your gallop. This ability isn't available during Horse Races 
‘or when a horse must be ridden quickly during certain quests. 


By BOAT 


The islands of Skellige 
seem like an obvious 
place for sailing, but 
even in Velen (No Man's 
Land) there are rivers 
and lakes that are more 
easily crossed by boat— 
places Roach cannot 
reach. You can use the 
crossbow while on a 
boat if necessary, but avoiding combat altogether is a better choice if possible. The 
small sailboats Geralt can commander aren't the most durable craft and can be 
sunk by persistent threats, leaving you stranded in hostile waters. 


REACTIONS AND INTERACTIONS 


Boats can sink if they take too much damage, and their rating is indicated by 
an on-screen display that appears when you travel by boat. Enemies may try to 
attack while you're sailing, and can rip apart a boat with horrifying ease. Keeping 
your speed up and avoiding such foes is usually the best course of action. 
Running aground by scraping on rocks or beaches also may damage a boat, so 
careful navigation is always required. 


PRETERNATURAL PLANNING: WITCHER SENSES 


AWitcher possesses 
preternatural senses, 
greater than those of 
any normal human, 
and Geralt's have 
been honed over 
years of monster 
slaying. Whenever 
your adventure calls 
for it (indicated by an 
objective prompt in your quest, Geralt's self-narration, or a clue from a quest 
you're following), that may mean there's something of interest that your Witcher 
Senses can reveal. Usually Witcher Senses are used to spot possible evidence 
of a monster’ passing during a Contract, but they can be used to locate loot, 
find herbs to pick up in a field, or to search for evidence of a crime or nefarious 
activity. You cannot use these senses while sprinting or riding at a full canter. 
During combat (on foot), you can't use Witcher Senses either, but you can while 
attacking on horseback; try choosing your next target from any surrounding 
threats while maneuvering between foes. 


Feel free to employ Witcher Senses at any time you like; such as a walk through 
a forest so you can “see” the sounds of wildlife (and more importantly, 
monsters approaching). 


Geralt can interact with the world using more peaceful methods than putting fists into faces or swords to skulls. He must find the supplies he needs in the 
environment that surrounds him, pick up on clues oF notes, or speak with individuals who know what he needs to know. For this type of interaction, learn 


the following techniques 


EXAMINATIONS AND ENVIRONMENTAL INTERACTIONS 


When you walk up to an item, abject, or piece of scenery, and there's something 
to interact with, a context-sensitive button appears on your screen, allowing you 
a variety of exploratory options, The following are most common: 


DESTROY 


Kill! Rend! Dismember! 
Actually, as you use 
your swords and Signs 
to slay enemies, the 
only time you're able 
destroy some scenery 
is when you approach 
a Monster Nest. 
“Destroy” automatically 
removes a bomb from 
your inventory, and you drop it into the nest. At this point, you are advised to 
move away from the ensuing explosion, which occurs a tew seconds later. This 
destroys the nest, removing the local monster threat. Once the dust settles, you 
ccan loot any valuables from the nest. 


EXAMINE 


This occurs almost 
always when you're 
using your Witcher 
Senses, and you 
discover a glowing area 
of interest (a mark, 
blood trail, footprints, 
or slumped corpse for 
example) that furthers 
an investigation during 
a quest, The mark is accompanied by a magnifying glass icon, which can appear 
(on your mini-map if you switch "Witcher Senses on Mini-map” (in the Video > 
HUD Configuration Menu) to “on”. 


EXTINGUISH AND IGNITE 


Many torches, candles, bonfires, and oil braziers across the land are either lit 
‘or unlit. Though you can use igni to light these flammable targets, and Aard to 
extinguish them, you can also simply walk up to a flammable target and snutf 
the light out or quickly 
ignite it. This is useful 
tf you're wandering 

a maze-like dungeon 
and want to keep track 
of where you've been, 
or want to illuminate 
an area without 
‘announcing your 
presence with a blast of 
Igni or Aard. 


FAST TRAVEL 


Whenever you uncover a new Signpost, which is close to an area of interest, 
landmark, settiement, or other location for the curious to investigate, you can 
interact with it, allowing you to Fast Travel to any other Signpost you've already 
discovered (either by manually locating each one, or occasionally by purchasing 
‘a map with Signposts indicated). This helps you cover ground more quickly than 
trekking everywhere! You can also use boats for fast travel, sailing to different 
ports on the map. 


GATHER INGREDIENTS. 


When you're wanting to find ingredients for your alchemic crafting, and don't 
want to pay an Alchemist or Herbalist, search the fields for naturally occurring 
grasses, fungi, and other ingredients. 


HOLD TO DRAW 


This only occurs when 
you discover a strange, 
glowing monument 
known as a Place of 
Power. Approach it, and 
hold the button (rather 
than tapping it) to draw 
the power from the 
monolith. 


INTERACT 

If you're inspecting an object or piece of scenery that may change shape, such as an 
illusion requiring the Eye of Nehaleni to dismiss, you're able to Interact with it, in a 
similar manner to “Use,” though this object usually doesn't have a function. 


MOUNT AND DISMOUNT 


Whenever you whistle 
for Roach, or come 
across a horse (and 
perhaps even a unicorn) 
that you wish to ride, 
stepping closer to the 
beast enables you to 
‘mount it, Mount from 
behind to complete an 
impressive leapfrog 
onto the mount 


READ 


Dotted around 
settlements, usually 
plastered to walls, are 
posters with various 
information written 

on them. Feel free 

to read any of these; 
they give you pertinent 
information about 

the goings on in a 
settlement, and clues to quests you may wish to participate in, For example, over 
at Crow's Perch, the Baron's wife has gone missing. Have you seen her? 


STASH 

While adventuring, you may be a little too enthusiastic with your looting or 
purchases, and require additional storage space for your belongings. Fortunately, 
a large chest (green on your World Map, one per major territory) is available to 


store any items you don't wish to wear, use, or sell at the moment, However, 
although roomy, there's a limit to what this chest can hold, too! 


TAKE HELM 


When you're wanting 
to steer a boat, just 
standing on it isn’t going 
to get you anywhere; 
instead you must move 
to the helm (back) of the 
vessel, interacting with 
the rudder, and start to 
steer your boat. 


TALK 


Everyone with a speech bubble atop their heads has something to say to 

you, and those with an *!" have a task that tums into a Quest. f you want 
even a passing discussion, need information or items at a trader’s stall, or 
you're seeking clues to the whereabouts of the women in your life, strike up & 
conversation with anyone and everyone. 


USE 


This interaction occurs when you're at the base of any ladder and wish to 
climb it, or if there's an object you are hoping to interact with that is likely to 
move, function, or grant you information (such as fitting a crystal to a strange 
mechanism, piecing together a contraption, or reading a Notice Board). This 
function is also seen when accessing an Armorer’s Table or Grindstone. 


LOOTING AND THEFT 


After combat, oF while 
exploring a locale, 
Geralt can sift through 
containers, crates, 
leather bags, treasure 
chests, dead bodies, 
and just about anything 
that could possibly 
contain something of 
use. Plants of many 
varieties can be picked for use in potions and mutagen decoctions. Defeated 
enemies can be looted, or may leave behind bags that can be looted. 


However, be careful about where you are when you're “procuring” supplies, 
Breaking into someone's home to “borrow” expensive plates and cutlery to fence 
toa merchant will be seen as theft by witnesses, and whatever counts as law 
enforcement in the area may be inclined to respond with violence, even if that 
means standing up to a Witcher. 


LOOTING: HOW EQUIPMENT LOOT IS AWARDED 


Outside of very specific items, almost all loot from any source (bags, chests, 


the location you're 
searching, For example, 
you're much more 
likely to find Pig Hide 
cor Dwarven Spirit in 

a farmer's bucket, 
‘compared to a Relic 
silver sword. 


All possible lootable objects have a hidden value, and if the loot container 

is of high value, the better the chances are that you will receive powerful 
items and high-quality crafting and alchemy materials. With this in mind, this 
guide has attempted to map as many of the highest quality loot containers, 
and detailed them as “Good,” “Better,” and "Relic" chests, and listed them 
throughout the Atlas. 


The other factor affecting loot is Geralt's level. f Geralt finds a weapon or piece 
of armor in a chest, it is usually set around his level (though can occasionally 

be lower or higher). The only exceptions to this are pieces of loot that have a 
fixed level regardless of Geralt's. The level a piece of armor of a weapon can be 
equipped at greatly influences its stats, so always be on the look out for stronger 
pieces of equipment as you travel through the world, 


SURVIVING 


TALKING: BEGINNING CONVERSATIONS 


It's worth at least 
talking to everyone 

you meet along your 
adventures, if only to 
find out what they have 
to say before you put 
the sword to them. Less 
bblood-thirsty types also 
use conversations to 
gain additional knowledge, and even play games of Gwent. You can walk up to 
any individual who isn't already spoiling for a fight and try to speak with them. If 
they have more to say, items to sell, or if the chat is with someone whom Geralt 
needs to discuss important business, you enter a full conversation, complete with 
various choices in the dialog that influence the direction of that conversation, 


TALKING: DIALOGUES AND CHOICES 


Oftentimes Geralt 

must use words, and 
the occasional Axil 
Delusion Sign, to coerce 
people to provide the 
information or items 

he needs. 


‘When opening dialogue with someone who has more to say to the Witcher, beyond a noncommittal insult of his mutation, you are presented with dialogue choices. 
Read your options carefully to determine the tone of the response you're about to choose before committing to it. Depending on what you say, you may end up starting a 
fight, forming a firm friendship, or inadvertently setting up a chain reaction of events that changes the fate of an entire region! Fortunately, the Quest chapter (starting on 
page 140) has special icons flagged throughout this quide that mark where minor and major conversation choices need to be made. 


Ifyou're speaking to someone who provides you with a service, look for additional icons next to certain conversation choices, allowing you to access their shops, bet 
money, choose a crafting option, play Gwent, or leave the conversation with a firm farewell. 


‘Any time a conversation contains critical information that can move the adventure forward, those choices are highlighted in yellow. Optional conversations are in grey, 
and they almost always provide further information, but occasionally allow additional options (check the Quest chapter for every single time this occurs). Choices that 
‘end a conversation are marked with a special icon that clearly denotes this. Be careful about choosing these as they can potentially lock you out of certain Secondary 
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Quests, or cause you to miss extra information, 


TALKING: AXIT DELUSION 
Occasionally, Geralt 


can choose to use the 
the individual to whom 
he's speaking. This can 
prevent fights from 

to do something they otherwise would refuse to do. This ability does require 

you to spend points in Delusion on the Signs Character Ability tree in order to 

“convince” people who possess resistance to suggestion. The Quest chapter 


> Axil Delusion ability to 
V muddle the mind of 
starting, or allow you 
to convince someone 
shows each time a conversation choice has an option for the Axii Delusion, and 
the level needed, so be sure to check there. 


TALKING: A WITCHER WORKS HARD FOR THE MONEY 


Witcher Contracts found 
on Notice Boards often 
start in earnest by 
finding the issuer of the 
request and speaking 
to them. Sometimes 
they offer a reward that 
Geralt may not feel the 
need to debate, Other 
times, you are given 

the opportunity to haggle, and squeeze more out of the deal. This takes a bit of 
finesse. Some people react poorly to demands for more money, while others will 
accept Geralt's services at a much higher price. Everyone has their limits; it's just 
a matter of careful prodding and poking to find out what those limits are. 


When negotiating, a meter displays how annoyed the person paying for the 
Witcher is. Be careful not to annoy them too much, or it could cost you more 
money than it's worth to press the issue. A good rule of thumb is to demand 20 
percent more than what was offered, and negotiate from there, 


ENVIRONMENTAL MAPPING AND POINTS OF INTEREST 


‘As you explore the world, locations are revealed and marked on your map. AS 
you pass by, your mini-map identifies the locations of herbs as you pass them, 
Enemy positions (picture 1) are also marked (including the positions where they 
fell—an “x” mark—to allow for finding and looting the corpses), as well as 
stairwells and 
important cave 
entrances, 
merchant 
locations, and 
quest objective 
waypoints 
(picture 2). 


DISCOVERING A POINT OF INTEREST 


Points of Interest cover a wide variety of locations (and types of locations) in the 
world, including special events, battles, or hidden treasures that can help increase 
Geralt’s strength, line his coffers with crowns to use to better equip himself, or 
contain diagrams and formulae for better armor, weapons, potions, or sword oils. 
Most Points of interest appear on the World Map as a large “?" question mark after 
Geralt overhears interesting information from townsfolk, or reads about a location on 
Notice Board, flyer posted to a wall, or obtains special maps from a vendor (when 
adventuring across the isles of Skellige).Itis then up to you to decide whether or not 
to travel to those locations and discover what's there. It's also possible to stumble 
upon a Point of Interest with no prior knowledge of its existence. 


Exploring Points of Interest can not only fatten Geralt's coin purse and inventory, 
but he also gains experience once a PO! is explored and any problems at the 
location are solved, and/or treasure is looted. It's in your best interest to take the 
time and explore the world, and visit all these Points of Interest. 


POINTS OF INTEREST: TYPES (WORLD MAP} 


This section details all the different Points of interest you can discover on 

your travels, These all appear on your World Map, and can be toggled “on” or 
“off.” Most important are Signposts, after which all other POIs are presented 

in alphabetical order. They are also tracked throughout the Atlas section of this 
uide (starting on page 614). Interactive versions appear on the free digital guide 
Atlas maps that accompany this tome. 


JADLLO 
RING OUT AN SITTING LOCATION 


‘AS you progress throughout Velen and beyond, and wish to visit and clear out as 
‘many locations as possible as you go, be sure to check your World Map once you are 
about to leave a location. When you have Killed all the enemies, and looted all the | 
‘chests of note at a particular location, the marker usually turns grey. This doesn't 
‘occur for icons such as boats (obviously), but for locations such as Places of Power, 
Monster Dens and Nests, and Guarded Treasure; you can easily keep track of what 
you've visited by making sure everything is grey when you finally step away! 


Itis extremely useful, when navigating the World Map, to employ the Custom Marker 
tool. This allows you to place a marker (shown) anywhere you lke. As this icon 
shows up on your mini-map, it can be utilized as a waypoint to an unexplored area | 
to more easily reach it. Simply look at a location you haven’t found using this guide's 
‘Atlas, plot a Custom Marker at the approximate location, and go exploring! Hold 

the Custom Waypoint Button and pop-up containing additional custom waypoints 
‘appears. You can place a total of 10 of these icons on the map. This is particularly 
helpful for finding all the Places of Power, but can be used any time you like! 


(®)sicnrost 


Important locations 
across the Norther 
Realms are usually 
marked by signposts, 
both on your maps and 
by a physical signpost 
placed somewhere in 
that location. These signposts act as a Fast Travel network that you can use to 
more swiftly move from one location to another. This can significantly cut down 
n travel times, particularly during quests that span entire regions. However, you 
can only fast-travel to signposts you have already discovered (either by visiting 
them already, or by reading a map you've bought or found). Think of Signposts 
as anchor points across the Northern Realms; explore around each of them to 
discover other Points of Interest, and then find more signposts so you can perfect 
your fast-trave! network. 


One example where fast-travel proves invaluable is when you're navigating the seas 
around Skellige. Instead of braving an ocean each time you navigate to another 
istand, open your World Map and pick an already-known harbor as your destination. 
While you have to travel by ocean to each of the islands once, you don't need to do it 
‘again and again! The only downside is when you wish to set sail to one of the many 
tinier istands that have no signpost; then you're at the mercy of the seas and your 
boating skilis! 


@ Awandonen site 


Also known as 
“Abandoned 
Settiements,” these are 
locations where the 
usual peasantry are 
nowhere to be seen, 
Shrines left abandoned 
after monsters took 
interest; logging mills 
overrun by bandits; 
villages plundered by soldiers—all of these are examples of settlements or 
landmarks that have been left to rot in the hands (or claws) of those who 
usurped them from the innocent. If you can clear these locations of all danger, 
the people will return, rewarding you for your efforts. Reclaiming (also known 
as “liberating") abandoned sites can open up new merchants, blacksmiths, or 
armorers to purchase goods and services from. Additionally, each reclaimed 
settlement awards an experience point bonus, as well as a fistful of crowns. For 
a definite enemy fight, followed by a possible vendor appearance and money 
reward, seek these settlements out 


@9 ALCHEMISTS AND ALCHEMY SUPPLIES 


© Usual Items for Sale (Type): Upgrades, Junk, Crafting Components, Alchemy Formulae, 
Alchemy Ingredients 


‘© Crafting Opportunities: Alchemy Substances (Mutagens), Alcohol, Bombs, Oils, Potions 


This location, usually a building within a hamlet or village, has a supplier of 
alchemy ingredients for you to use in your crafting. As the current political 
situation has forced many of these vendors to flee or ply their trade underground, 
don't expect a large number of these merchant types. This trader almost 
certainly is a Gwent player too. For a complete list of Alchemists, and the type 

cof wares they sell, consult the Merchants Appendix on page 816. For more 
information on Crafting, see page 47. 


@) agworer 


‘© Usual Items for Sale (Type): Armor, Weapons, Upgrades, Crafting Components, Crafting 
Diagrams, Alchemy Ingredients 


© Crafting Opportunities: Chest Armor, Crafting Components, Junk 
‘+ Repair Opportunities: Weapons and Armor 
* Remove Upgrade and Dismantle Opportunities: Available 


Here, you can craft 
armor, repair damaged 
equipment (armor and 
weapons), dismantle 
equipment for parts, or 
remove upgrades from 
sockets. Be certain you 
know the experience 
of any Armorer you 
wish to utilize the 
talents of; Amateur, Journeyman, Master, and Grandmaster Armorers craft 
increasingly better quality equipment. Their skill elvel also increases the number 
of components they are able to recycle when disassembling items. This trader 
almost certainly is a Gwent player too. For a complete list of Armorers, and the 
type of wares they sell, consult the Merchants Appendix on page 816. For more 
information on Crafting, see page 47. 


@ ARMORER'S TABLE 


Also known as “Workbenches,” Armorer's tables are usually found near 
Grindstones, and both are situated close to a Blacksmith or Armorer within 

a settlement. Simply 
walk up to a table, and 
use it to grant your 
gear increased Armor 
for a limited duration. 
This is where to go to 
get a boost before a 
tough fight. 


© panpit camp 


As the war between 
Redania and Nitfgaard 
drives on, deserters or 
‘common thugs have 
seen an increase in 
numbers, forming 
roaming gangs that 
attack travelers, usually 
on the roads between 
villages. Some of these 
gangs are organized enough to have set up camps to rest, recuperate, and divide 
the loot of the day. Entering these camps unprepared can be a fatal mistake, 
even for a Witcher, as you must face off with large numbers of bandits who wish 
to keep their camp a secret for as long as possible. Of course, dead men tell no 
tales! You are encouraged to remove this threat, as the spoils that can be gained 
from killing all the bandits and looting the camp are potentially quite lucrative, 
and can occasionally lead to the discovery of a quest. 


@ parser 


Visit a barber for a shave (usually costing five crowns) or a new haircut (usually 
costing 10 crowns). Look for the large scissors bath on your World Map, but also 
hanging as a sign above a Barbershop door. Unlike most traders, Barbers don't 
concern themselves with Gwent playing, 


Ss) BLACKSMITH 


Usual Items for Sale (Type): Weapons, Crossbows, Upgrades, Junk, crating 
Components, Crafting Diagrams, Alchemy Formulae, Alchemy Ingredients 


* Crafting Opportunities: Chest Armor, Crafting Components, Junk 
* Repair Opportunities: Weapons and Armor 
Remove Upgrade and Dismantle Opportunities: Available 


Here, you can craft 
weapons, repair 
damaged equipment 
{armor and weapons), 
dismantle equipment 
for parts, or remove 
upgrades from sockets. 
Be certain you know 
the experience of any 
Blacksmith you wish 
to utilize the talents of: Amateur, Journeyman, and Master, and Grandmaster 
Blacksmith craft better quality equipment. Their skill elvel also increases the 
‘number of components they are able to recycle when disassembling items, This 
trader almost certainly is a Gwent player too, For a complete list of Blacksmiths, 
and the type of wares they sell, consult the Merchants Appendix on page 816. For 
‘more information on Crafting, see page 47. 
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© @ tarsors anv Boats 


(Q HIDDEN TREASURE 


Whenever you wish to 
find a boat to use on a 
trip across water, locate 
the Boat icon on the 
World Map; a sailing 
vessel is always at the 
indicated location, 


® BROTHEL 


* Usual Items for Sale (Type): Prostitutes 


Should the mood take you, and you wish to spend a night of naughtiness among 
the brothels of Novigrad City, visit the madame indicated with this symbol. You 
can choose the lady you visit to enjoy relations with beforehand, This trader 
almost certainly is a Gwent player too. For a complete list of Brothels, consult the 
Merchants Appendix on page 816. For a complete list of ladies to invite to a bed 
chamber, consult the Carnal Knowledge Appendix, on page 780, 


€) @ buncron 


This signifies an interior or underground area, either a location that is primarily 
man-made (signified in the guide with a Temple icon) or naturally-occurring 
(signified in the quide with a Cave icon). Dungeons have their own cartography 
Appearing on your mini-map, and are sometimes labyrinthine in nature. It you 
‘come across a Dungeon on your travels, be sure to consult the Atlas so you know 
how deep and intricate the area is, Some Dungeons are part of Signposted areas, 
while others have their own unique names. 


| GRINDSTONE 


‘Also known as “Sharpening Stones”, Grindstones are usually found near to 
‘Armorer's Tables, and both are situated close to a Blacksmith or Armorer, within 
a settlement. Simply 
walk up to a Grindstone, 
and use it to grant your 
weapons an increase in 
its sharpness (allowing 
for more damage to be 
dealt for a short while), 
This is where to go to 
get a boost before a 
tough fight 


Sometimes shipments 
of goods or treasures 
are lost between 
villages. The reasons 
for this are numerous, 
but bandits or monsters 
have become the 
distressingly common 
cause. You may hear 
‘about such loot as you 
pass through the villages of the Northern Realms, and may even feel inclined to 
investigate this personally. The bandits or monsters can be found surrounding 
the item of interest (usually a chest or corpse with treasure of reasonable value) 
and it stands to reason that they must be forcibly removed before you can claim 
the goods for yourset 


HERBALIST 


* Usual Items for Sale (Type): Upgrades, Junk, Crafting Components, Alchemy Formulae, 
‘Alchemy Ingredients 


‘* Crafting Opportunities: Alchemy Substances (Mutagens), Alcohol, Bombs, Oils, Potions. 


Ahigh proportion of Herbalists are halflings, and may have gardens surrounding 
their place of operations where further ingredients can be harvested. Such 
Herbalists are vital for their knowledge of formulae, and for mixing Alchemy 
ingredients. This trader almost certainly is a Gwent player too. For a complete list 
of Herbalists, and the type of wares they sell, consult the Merchants Appendix on 
page 816. 


You also come across 
information about 
treasures hidden 

in various parts of 

the wildemess, left 
forgotten to the world 

‘In these instances, it 

is simply a matter of 
finding the treasure and 
claiming it to resolve 
these Points of Interest. Usually, the place where hidden treasure is indicated on 
the map has a small area of investigation. This leads to a clue (and sometimes a 
key) to the whereabouts of the actual treasure, and a small quest begins until the 
treasure is found, There are well over 40 of these secret Treasure Hunts, and all 
with a related quest are revealed in the Treasure Hunt chapter of this guide (on 
page 550). 


In addition, some Hidden Treasures start much more involved Scavenger Hunts, 
Which always uncover a wealth of written materials, clues, and other information 
regarding a different Witcher School, and its associated gear, These more 
involved Scavenger Hunts are detailed later in this guide (on page 577). 


Finally, there may be occasional Hidden Treasure that doesn’t start either a 
Treasure Hunt or Scavenger Hunt quest. Simply find the icon on the map, and the 
treasure will be nearby, 


INNKEEP 


‘© Usual Items for Sale (Type): Alchemy Ingredients, Gwent Cards, Food and Drink 


The many taverns and 
inns scattered across 
the Northern Realms 
have a variety of 
proprietors that you can 
benefit from knowing. 
Aside from local gossip, 
‘and some sustenance 
as well as alcohol to 
consume, each Innkeep 
is likely to be carrying around four Gwent cards you can purchase. This trader 
almost certainly is a Gwent player too, For a complete list of Innkeeps, and the 
type of wares they sell, consult the Merchants Appendix on page 816. 


MONSTER DEN 


This location is infested by monsters and a constant worry for those living 
nearby. Hopefully some white-haired cat-eyed mutant warrior with a penchant 
for Signs might deem the location interesting enough to visit? If you do, expect 
to battle one or more monsters, before gathering any treasure afterward, This 
location only turns grey once the quality loot, and the unpleasant entities, 

are both removed. Clearing Dens provides experience, treasure, and monster 
materials used for crafting and alchemy, 


©} MONSTER NEST 


Drownes Nest 


Harpy Nest 


Nekker Nest Rottlend Nest 


Nekkers, Ghouls and Alghouls, Rotfiends, Drowners, Harpies, and Endrega are 
some of the most common threats that plague the land, and they tend to be 

the most aggressive at colonizing new regions to build nests. While every nest 
encountered may not be part of a Contract, it benefits you to destroy Nests as 
you encounter them to make a region safer. As one might expect, monsters 
guard their nests ferociously, However, once the defenders of a Nest are slain 
you can destroy the Nest using one of the many bombs you can craft. Destroying 
nests provides experience and monster materials used for crafting and alchemy. 


©) NOTICE BOARD 


Many villages and city 
districts have a Notice 
Board (the city of 
Novigrad contains more 
than one) where citizens 
post news. Informative 
and sometimes 
humorous notes can be 
found on Notice Boards, 
revealing Points of 
Interest on your World 
Map. More often than 
not, Secondary Quests and Contracts are pinned to notes left on a Board. Contracts 
send you after a dangerous mark at the request of a village or local lord 


The Notice Beard itsell. Smaller notices are usually humorous 
or informative, Larger, ettor-sized notices always start Quests 
or Contracts 


Yd 


Ha Notice Board icon on your World Map is white, no quests are available. if a Notice 
Board icon on your World map is yellow, with a *!" sign near it, expect to find at least 
one Quest at this location. 


(@ PERSON IN DISTRESS 


PLACE OF POWER 


Arguably the most 
important Points of 
Interest are the Places, 
of Power. Finding one 
allows you to draw 

the energies from 

these stone monoliths, 
providing a temporary 
magical enchantment to 
cone of your Signs. They 
also reward you with an Ability Point which you can use to purchase upgrades from 
your Character Ability trees. For this reason, it is worth knowing where every Place 
of Power monument is, and if any are guarded by foes or only accessed during a 
quest. The Places of Power Appendices helps immensely (see page 774). 


@rortat 


Portals (usually) require 
some kind of power 
source to be tured 

on before they can be 
used, Mainly utilized 
during quests, or by 
sorceresses as a means 
of rapid travel, expect 
to walk through these 
tips in time and space, 
before emerging in a different location—and sometimes even a different world! 
These icons aren't shown in the guide's Atlas, as they are always related to a 
particular quest, and the quest information reveals exact routes to take where 
portals are concerned. 


00 ques avaitaner 


A new quest is available at this location. Sometimes, the conversations (or 
lamentations) of a person at a location reveal a quest. Other times itis a Notice 
Board missive. Or simply walking near to @ person enables this icon on your World 
Map. Move to the location of the quest when you wish to start it. Your World Map 
does not differentiate between quest types (aside from Hearts of Stone quests 
(blue) and Blood and Wine quests (red). However, this guide's Atlas does further 
subdivide quests; so check the Atlas maps for the type of quest, and where the 
quest walkthrough is in this guide. 


x 


ROACH, FAIT HFUL STEED 


tn some bandit camps, and occasionally in rural 
spots across the Northem Realms, you may 
encounter a prisoner locked in a holding cage. 
Freeing these folk—almost always after delivering 
a series of killing blows to their captors and looting 
the cage key from the captor leader—may result in 
rewards. In some cases, the prisoners are actually 
merchants, armorers, or blacksmiths, who then 
return to their home villages and offer you their 
services at a reduced rate, as thanks for the rescue 


@ PLact OF HAUNTING 


Use Keira's magic lamp 
at these locations to 
Conjure up a vision 

tied to this location's 
past, The Magic Lamp 
(discussed on page 

40) is a specific quest 
item, and allows you to 
watch a ghostly past 
happening occur on the 
cursed land on which you stand, Most are related to quests. 


Your loyal, if somewhat finicky mount is never more than a whistle away, Even 
if you've dismounted in Velen and fast-traveled to Ard Skellig, Roach always 
appears when you whistle, except when you're underground. Remember Roach 
can be given items that improve her usefulness: 


CONTRACT TROPHIES 


- Trophies from 
successful Contracts 
can be mounted on a 
hook hanging from the 
side of the horse to 
provide special bonuses. 
For example, if you slay 
a Cockatrice during 
Contract: Shrieker, and 
fix it to Roach’s hook, 
you receive a +10% 
chance to dismember enemies! Trophies can be swapped depending on the 
bonus you want, or sold for crowns if you wish to give up the bonus. Look for 
Trophies in your Food and Drink menu, and place the desired trophy in Roach's 
Inventory space (on the right side of the Inventory Menu screen). For a complete 
list of Trophy bonuses, consult the Appendix on page 824 


A gruesome severed head hanging from your steed proves 
yoor prowess! 
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HORSE BLINDERS, SADDLES, AND SADDLE BAGS 


Saddles can be purchased from certain vendors (see the Merchants Appendix on 
page 816) of won during Horse Races (starting on page 500), or found as loot. 
Saddles allow you to gallop for longer distances before Roach tires herself out. 


Saddle Bags are earned in the same way, and allow Roach to take some of the 
burden off your back. You can even find Horse Blinders that help Roach remain 
calmer for longer when enemies are closing in. 


@9 sHorKEEPER (MERCHANT, 


‘© Usual Items for Sale (Type: Not all types avaitable from all Merchants): Armor, 
Weapons, Common Items, Quest Items, Upgrades, Junk, Crafting Components, 
Crafting Diagrams, Alchemy Formulae, Alchemy Ingredients, Gwent Cards, Food and 
Drink, Books, Money-lending. 


Merchants are by far 
the most ubiquitous 
trader you find in 

your travels. Some 
Merchants provide food, 
others deal in formulae 
and ingredients, and 
others sell books. 
Merchants are marked 
with a special icon. 
Some merchants are constantly traveling the highways and byways (usually 
between two settlements), which places them in danger from the local wildlife. If 
they come under attack, you must rescue them or else risk losing their services. 
Other merchants can be found as prisoners (Persons in Distress), All have good 
to trade, and coin to gather as you sell off items you don't need. Merchants 
almost certainly are Gwent players too. For a complete list of Merchants and 
Wandering Merchants, and the type of wares they sell, consult the Merchants 
Appendix on page 816. 


© SMUGGLERS’ CACHE 

‘Similar to hidden 
treasure, Smugglers’ 
Caches are locations 
where clandestine 
peasants hid a variety 
of goods with the intent 
that only they would 
ever find them. The 
caches themselves tend 
to be well camouflaged 
to the unpracticed eye, and Witcher Senses are recommended to find them. 
Acache could be found hidden under a bridge, or could be a series of treasure 
chests dangling from barrels floating in water, Search the area where you see 
this icon to find the cache you crave. 


@ sroits oF WAR 


Battles between Redanian and Nilfgaardian factions have left fields littered with 
corpses, Squabbles in Skellige have led to the spilling of blood. Ships have been 
sunk at sea and in rivers. You can often find valuable supplies left behind by the 
victors and the defeated, if you search these areas. 


@srasu 


Each territory you 
explore (Kaer Morhen, 
White Orchard, Velen 
(No Man's Land), 
Novigrad, Skellige, 
and Toussaint) has a 
location (usually the 
largest settlement of 
the region) with a Stash 
rate where you can 
store items for safekeeping. As you constantly risk the penalties for being over- 
‘encumbered (slow movement, ineffectual combat techniques), and even with 
Saddle Bags, Roach may not carry enough for those adventurers with hoarding 
tendencies, you may wish to utilize this large chest. 


It keeps any items you don’t wish to carry or sell. Simply return here if you want 
to take an item (if you want to sell it or break it down for parts, for example). 
Stashes are also perfect for: 


+ Starting a collection of items, such as swords you find on your journeys through 
‘Skellige, and displaying them in a Stash. 


‘Placing an item at one Stash, and then finding it at a Stash in a different location (all 
Stashes are linked to each other). 


But remember that Stashes can get full too. if you're finding you and Roach are 
Weighted down, and your Stash is full, you really need to find a Merchant and 
start selling some of your hoard! 


Woy POINTS OF INTEREST: ADDITIONAL 


The Hearts of Stone Expansion gives you another mapping point of interest to 
discover, along with more points of interest you should already be familiar with 


@ RUNEWRIGHT 


An Ofieri Runewright 
has recently traveled 
from foreign lands 

to set up the most 
rudimentary of shops 
(actually a tent with 
nothing to sell), Once 
you visit him at the 
Upper Mil in Gustflelds, 
and complete his series 
of quests (see page 402), agreeing to finance his operations (and giving him 
close to 30,000 crowns in the process), he is able to imbue your weapons and 
‘armor with a specific runic word, This is an alternative enchantment to runes and 
glyphs. To find out more about the Runewright, see page 50. 


Ty POINTS OF INTEREST: ADDITIONAL 


The Blood and Wine Expansion allows exploration into a brand new realm; the 
Duchy of Toussaint. Here, along with the usual points of interest to find, are some 
brand new exploration areas to familiarize yourself with 


@®_convo BIANCO VINEYARD 


During Blood and 
Wine Main Quest: The 
Beast of Toussaint, 

you receive deeds by 
Duchess Anna Henrietta 
toa run-down winery 
known as Corvo Bianco, 
Complete Blood and 
Wine Secondary Quest: 
No Place Like Home to 
fully upgrade this location, allowing the growing of greenhouse herbs create and 
change the colors of mutagens for your Mutations, an orchard where you can 
grow plants to create dyes to change the color of your Witcher gear, as well as 
the following: 


¢,) CORVO BIANCO MASTER BEDROOM: BED 


Inside Corvo Bianco is a master bedroom, which should be upgraded. There is 
a bed to sleep on, which can also be upgraded (to Level 3) during the quest. 
Rest (Meditate by accessing the bed) for at least one hour to receive the 
following bonuses: 


‘© Initial Bed: No bonuses. 
© Bed Level 1: Heals you. 
© Bed Level 2: +500 Maximum Health. 
‘© Bed Level 3: +1000 Maximum Health. 


@ CORVO BIANCO STABLES 


Rest in your bed for at 
least one hour, once 
you've improved the 
stables at Corvo Bianco, 
and Roach receives 
+100 Stamina, 


@ ALCHEMY LABORATORY: DISMANTLING TABLE 
CHARGING TABLE 


During Blood and Wine 
Secondary Quest: No 
Place Like Home, your 
majordomo discovers 

a hidden alchemy 
laboratory under your 
manor, in the wine cellar 
Further exploration 
uncovers a table where 
you can Dismantle items (without having to bring them to a merchant and 
pay them for this) 


Rest in your bed for at least one hour, then visit your Alchemy Laboratory 
under the manor house, and access the Charging Table, which grants you one 
additional charge for each set of bombs and potions every time you use it 


@ DUCAL CAMERLE NGO 


na 


Close to the Gran'place 
Signpost in central 
Beauclair is the Ducal 
Camerlengo, an official 
who doles out rewards 
for unmarked contracts, 
He offers 100 crowns 
each time you complete 
the following: 


© Save a Knight Errant in Distress. 
* Save a Person in Distress 

© Remove all threats in most (but not all) Abandoned Sites, 
© Remove all threats at an Outlaw Hanse. 


Simply visit him and request your reward. Note he only pays for successful 
Clearings of areas (if a Knight Errant in Distress dies, no reward is given for 
example), and he’s only interested in contracts completed in Toussaint: So saving 
a Person in Distress in Velen makes no difference to him! 


@xnic 
AN this location, which is ostensibly a Bandit Camp, a group of bandits are 
engaged in combat with a Knight Errant of the Duchy. You are encouraged to 
save the knight before he is killed, after which you can claim a reward (100 
crowns) from the Duchy Camerlengo. Fail, and this is simply a bandit camp and 
place where a Knight Errant met his match. 


1T ERRANT IN DISTRESS 


@)_ouTLAW HANSE 


Thee large-scale 
fortifications (Tulasens 
Caves, Arthach Palace 
Ruins, and Mont Crane 
Castle) have been 
overrun by an outlaw 
gang of bandits, who 
have Bandit Camps 
(and sometimes Knight 
Errants in Distress and 
Abandoned Sites) surrounding this central stronghold 


They are armed-to-the-teeth, number in the dozens, and can call upon 
reinforcements if you let a torch-carrying bandit light a signal fire at this 

location. Clear the Hanse of all foes (Bandits, Hanse Dogs, and the bandit leader), 
and expect the Knights Errant to arrive to secure the area (and an armorer or 
blacksmith to offer deep discounts depending on the location), You can also claim 
a reward (100 crowns) from the Duchy Camerlengo for each Outlaw Hanse you 
wipe out. Tactics for removing the foes at each Hanse are detailed on page 463, 


BO GRANDMASTER ARMORER AND BLACKSMITH 


Northwest of the Metinna Gate in Beauclair is the residence and shop of Lazare 
Lafargue, an enthusiastic armorer and blacksmith who studied under the fabled 
Thrahaeam's side, a legendary elven master armorer. Should you complete 

the Blood and Wine Scavenger Hunts of Toussaint (see page 605), he can craft 
fabled Grandmaster Witcher gear, as well as Master gear, and both armorer and 
blacksmith items. He's a must-visit fellow! 


Ct) THE PROPHET LEBIODA'S FOOTSTEPS 


The foreman at the 
Ardaiso Quarry in 
eastern Toussaint is 
currently managing 
the transportation of 
workers and tools 

to.a building site in 
northwest Toussaint 
where a massive statue 
of the Prophet Lebioda 
{s being erected. However, there are five locations where the foreman's wagons 
have run into problems, indicated by this icon. All are part of Secondary Quest: 
Big Feet to Fill (see page 457) 


@vintner 


‘Anew type of merchant, 
and one that resides in 
Beauclair close to the 
Gran'place signpost, 
visit the Adder and 
Jewels tavern and 
purchase some of the 
finest wines known to 
humanity, In all other 
aspects, the vintner acts 
as an innkeep 
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@ Vintner's CONTRACT 


Here you can help a vintner clear a cave of monsters, The vintner is a merchant 
who offers you discounts on his goods once you succeed in ridding his nearby 
cave (used for wine storage) of a particular pack of monsters. Vintner Contracts 
are listed on page 504. 


VINEYARD INFESTATION 


Monster Nest threats 
that plague the 

Duchy of Toussaint’s 
vineyards, and have 
built nests at these 
locations. Treat these 
like Monster Nests 
you've encountered 
before; destroy these 
infestations to make the 


Giant Centipede Nest 
region safer. Once the creatures at an infestation are slain, destroy the nest using 
‘one of the many bombs you can craft. Destroying nests provides experience and 
monster materials used for crafting and alchemy. 
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POINTS OF INTEREST: ADDITIONAL (GUIDE ONLY) 


This guide also gives you more information than even a fully-traversed World Map! in addition to all the previously-listed Points of Interest, this guide tracks the 


following additional Points of Interest: 


@ UNMARKED LOCATION (DWELLING OF INTEREST) 


Dwelling of interest: An 
, unmarked location that 
you can visit, such as a 
tavern or local landmark 
ina city. In this example 
picture, the Rosemary 
and Thyme (Novigrad 
City) is shown 
Occasionally when you 
are journeying into a 
‘new area that doesn’t have a Signpost, you may notice the name of the area 
appear on-screen for a few moments. Where appropriate, such locations are 
flagged and described in the Atlas. 


GWENT PLAYER 


Expect a game of Gwent at this location, Note 
that some Gwent players are only available 
during certain conditions (for example, they might 
die during a quest), so don't expect them to be 
available consistently. They are also usually (but 
not always) a Trader already at the location shown 
inthe Atlas, For a complete list of Gwent Players, 
see page 812, 


GWENT VENDOR 


|e 


Expect to purchase a Gwent card at this location. As 
with Gwent Players, these sellers may not always be 
available, so you may wish to buy what they have 

as soon as possible. Gwent Vendors are usually 
Merchants or Innkeeps, and have four cards (and 
occasionally more) for sale, Buy these as early as you 
can to bolster your deck. For a complete list of Gwent 
Vendors, see page 816. 


INVENTORY: ITEMS AND EQUIPMENT 


€© TREASURE CHESTS 


Gathering valuable 
items is extremely 
important during 

your adventure, and 
this guide details the 
(random) quality of the 
treasure you should 
expect to find. Consult 
the Atlas Chapter 
(starting on page 614) 
for all chest locations dotted throughout the Northern Realms. 


Good chest: Expect reasonably valuable (random) items in this type 
of chest. 


© Better chest: Expect better, more valuable (random) loot 
@ Retic chest: An extremely valuable relic is found in this chest. 


@ scavenger Hunt chest: Loot from the Witcher Schools found here 


Quest Chest: This chest is utilized in a specific quest. The loot itself is not 
required to complete the quest. Such quests may also be accessible when 
this quest isn't active, but it's usually advisable to find them during a quest 
that takes you to this location, Check the quest you are on to see if the 
location is mentioned. 

Hidden Treasure Key and Chest: Some chests require a key to unlock 
This may be hidden somewhere, on the corpse of a fallen fellow with 
clues to read, or in an area to loot, Almost all of them are related to named 
Treasure Hunts. Check the area where they key is shown carefully 


‘As you adventure throughout the Northern Realms, inspecting the items you have won, scavenged, looted, or stolen becomes increasingly important, especially as you 
tun the risk of becoming over-encumbered if you're a hoarder. This section details the types of items you will find in your Inventory panel, and on your travels 


THE INVENTORY PANEL 


INVENTORY 


@ Crafting and Alchemy: This houses all the Crafting Components and 
Alchemy ingredients you have on your person, which are used to craft gear 
and items. The section on Crafting details how these are used. 


© Quest Items and Other Items: Quest items are, as you'd expect, gathered 
during any of the hundreds of quests. Once a Quest item has seen all the 
use required from it, it can be sold to a vendor, or dropped and forgotten, 
Some of the key quest items can be used while exploring the Northern 
Realms. Other Items take the form of monster trophies you can affix to 
Roach’s saddle for a bonus. Currency (Crowns and Orens), any books and 
notes not related to quests, junk items, and “other” items are placed here 


© Food and Drink, and Roach: This rather self-explanatory section houses all 
the consumables you can digest, or place in the “Consumables” inventory 
area, The Horse Items area houses all the items you can affix to Roach, from 
Trophies to Saddles, Saddle Bags, and Horse Blinders. 


@ ils, Potions, and Bombs: This lists every single Oil, Potion, and Bomb you 
have either bought or crafted, and these are placed in the Consumables 
or Bombs area of your Inventory for quick access (aside from Oil, which is 
combined with a weapon just before combat) 


© Weapons, Armor, and Upgrades; This menu gathers every single one 
of your Stee! Swords, Silver Swords, other weapons (such as maces), 
Crossbows, Bolts, and Upgrades (Runestones) for your weapons. Weapon 
Repair Kits are also accessed from here, too, On the second part of the 
menu, all the sets of Armor, along with Gloves, Trousers, and Boots are 
catalogued, along with Upgrades (Glyphs) for your armor. Armor Repair Kits 
are also accessed from here, too. 


@ Carried Weapons: These are the weapons you have strapped to your 
back, and use in combat. A Stee! Sword, Silver Sword, Crossbow, and type 
of Crossbow Bolt are shown here, along with small circular icon slots to 
determine whether the weapon can be upgraded (empty circle) or has been 
upgraded (white circle). Swap between your Weapons menu and here if you 
wish to change weapons. 


THE PLAYER STATISTICS MENU 


The Player Statistics Menu, sums up your various bonuses so you can see how all your different enhancements 
and other elements are helping Geralt, along with other pertinent data. This menu is influenced by your 
haracter Menu Abilities of the same color: 


equipment, enchantments, and primarily by the 


@ Consumables: These are the Potions, Decoctions, and Food you have 
placed in one of the four slots to allow easy access before, during, or after 
combat. Healing potions, food such as Dumplings, or combat-enhancing 
potions or decoctions should be placed here. 


@ Bombs: You have two slots where the bombs you most frequently use 
can be placed for easy access. Try to tailor your bombs to favor those that 
can affect a wide variety of targets, switching out for more specialized 
explosives if you're hunting something that demands it 


@ Pockets: You have two slots where you can place other items you frequently 
use, One great example is a Torch to light your way during Dungeon 
explorations (it you aren't using Cat Potion), while another could be the 
Hornwall Horn (used to neutralize sirens). 


©® eralt of Rivia (Level and Experience): This handsome fellow shows off 
his current armor and weaponry, Above and right of his head is your current 
level, and the experience points needed to reach the next level 


@ Worn Armor or Outfits: These four slots show the armor or outtits you 
are wearing. Torso armor, Gloves, Trousers, and Boots each have a slot 
along with small circular icon slots to determine whether the armor can be 
upgraded (empty circle) or has been upgraded (white circle), Swap between 
your Armor menu and here if you wish to change outfits. 


@ Roach's Equipment: Your horse has a small inventory of her own, which 
features a slot for a Trophy (the head of a vanquished Contract monster), 
Saddlebags (increasing carry weight), Saddle (allowing Roach to canter 
further before tiring), and Horse Blinders (to reduce Roach’s panic when 
enemies are near). 


@ Vitality and Toxicity: This quickly allows you to note your current vitality 
(both as a percentage and a points total; the higher the better), and your 
Toxicity (whether you've been poisoned by enemies, environmental effe 
or potions you have used). 


a Red is Combat-related data, 
im Green is Aichemy-related data, 
@ Blue is Signs-related data. 

i Yellow/Brown is general data. 


INVENTORY 


Geralt of Rivia: You can rotate and examine Geralt, and unsheathe both 
his blades. 


DPS — Silver Sword: This details the DPS (Damage-Per-Second) of your 
currently-equipped silver blade, along with current bonus/es. 


DPS — Steel Sword: This details the DPS (Damage-Per-Second) of your 
currently-equipped steel blade, along with current bonus/es. 


Armor: This details all the bonuses your torso armor, gloves, trousers, and 
boots are giving you (all together). 


Crossbow: This indicates the impressiveness of your ranged weapon. 


Vitality: This shows your current and maximum Vitality; which Is your general 
health, In addition, it shows your Vitality regeneration in and out of combat 


@ Toxicity: Mhis shows your current and maximum Toxicity levels. Current levels 
increase every time you drink a potion or decoction (and the amount is shown 
when you highlight the potion or decoction in question) 


© Sign intensity: This reveals the statistical data for each of your five Signs. 
‘Compare your base levels before and after equipping items and abilities that 
increase this statistic, to discover your bonuses. Each Sign has its 
‘own information. 


@ Stamina: This details your current and maximum Stamina (Which governs 
how long you can sprint, and more importantly, how often you can cast Signs). 
Italso shows your Stamina regeneration in and out of combat. 


@ Additional: This gathers some general data, usually based on equipment from, 


your inventory screen (such as those given by Roach’s Trophies) and abilities (such 
as the Deaally Precision ability, which influences the chance of an instant kil) 
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THE BURDEN OF ITEMS AND INVENTORY 


AWitcher doesn’t 
succeed simply by 
being a great fighter. 
Itrequires preparation 
and using everything in 
their inventory to craft 
an arsenal that ensures 
victory. Outside of the 
armor he wears and 
the swords he wields, 
Geralt's Inventory can 
be filled with items of various kinds, used for different circumstances before, 
during, and after combat. You can find items in the world, receive them as quest 
rewards, or buy them from merchants, Neglecting items makes the Witcher's life 
very hard, as weapons can fall into disrepair unless properly maintained. 


Utilize Roach’s Saddlebags, and the Stash chests, fo carry and 
hoard the items you really need. 


Managing your inventory is important. You can’t take absolutely everything 
you find with you everywhere you go. f you try, Geralt becomes overburdened, 
‘and unable to move beyond a slow walk while on foot, and his ability to fight 
Is severely diminished. However, you do need to seek out a good supply of 
materials to keep your potion, oil, and bomb supplies well stocked. 


Geralt can carry 60 units of weight on his person at any time, and more on his 
faithful steed Roach, f you purchase Saddle Bags from a merchant (or win them 
ina Horse Race). This increases the maximum to 160 units. Avoid problems by 
temembering to sell or disassemble any useless weapons and armor you loot 
from foes, as these tend to weigh the most. 


Try not to carry items specified as “Junk” if they have a weight value, unless 
they sell for a decent price, or you know they can be broken down into useful 
Crafting components. The golden rule here is to take only what you need or can 
use in some way. Attempting to collect every single item you find is a little like a 
dulled sword—pointless. 


ITEMS: INGREDIENTS 


Making things requires their material components, and the world provides these 
a Witcher takes the time to hunt for them, Materials found within monsters and 
wild animals can be combined with various plants found growing throughout the 
world to make potions, 
bombs, and olls. Other 
materials you find, such 
as ores, planks of wood, 
or leather skinned from 
wild animals, can be 
used by armorers and 
blacksmiths to craft 
better armor 

and weapons. 


Weapons and equipment found in the field can be another source of ingredients. 
‘An armorer or blacksmith of the right skill level can break down equipment, as 
well as other items in your inventory, to help you receive extra crafting materials 
This process does cost money though 


ITEMS: QUEST ITEMS 


Geralt finds a 

variety of key items. 
throughout his 
questing, and while 
some have monetary 
worth, it would be a 
mistake to get rid of 
them so easily. Quest 
items are marked 

as such when you 
inspect them in your Inventory Menu, and are always filed away in the Quest 
items area. They remain in your inventory and cannot be discarded unti they are 
no longer needed. Once a Quest item has seen all the use required from it, it can 
be sold to a vendor, or dropped and forgotten. Some of the Key items can be used 
While exploring the game world. 


AA quest item usually performs one of two functions: It allows additional areas to 
be explored, interactions to occur, or gives you an advantage in combat. Or, it is 
starts a quest, or is utilized as part of a quest objective. The following examples 
show a variety of quest items, but are by no means close to showing them all 
Consult each individual Quest for items that are needed or found during the 
course of a quest. 


ri QUEST ITEM: THE MAGIC LAMP 
‘* Related Quest: Secondary Quest: Magic Lamp (page 167) 


The Magic Lamp 
allows you to watch 
the terrifying past 
communications of 
ghosts, a necessity 

for completing an 

early quest, When you 
approach one of these 
locations (which are 
tracked on your World Map and in the Atfas), they appear as green-tinged energy 
fields close to bones or corpses. 


@® QUEST ITEM: THE EYE OF NEHALENI 


* Related Quest: Main Quest: Wandering in the Dark (page 165) 


This is used to dispel 
magic illusions that 
guard hidden passages 
throughout the word. 
When you approach 

an object that can be 
dispelled, Geralt actually 
points out that his 
medallion is indicating a 
strong magic presence. Once you have the Eye of Nehaleni, you can dispel 
the illusion, 


QUEST ITEM: HORNWALL HORN 


‘+ Related Quest: Secondary Quest: The Lord of Undvik (page 226) 


you care to complete 
this terrifying quest 
oe across the Skellige 
island of Undvik, one 
of the prizes is this 
horn, which can cause 
any Sirens (or related 
airborne enemies 
across this realm) to shriek and plummet to the ground. This is exceptionally 
helpful when boating across oceans! 


QUEST ITEM: THE CURIOUS CASE OF VIRTUOUS VEGGA 


* Related Quest: Secondary Quest: Free Spirit (page 426) 


Though you may not know it when you purchase it from a merchant in the Gildort 
district of Novigrad City, this book is a key to providing knowledge to a stranded 
‘Skellige, over on the extinct Skellige volcano known as Snidhall Isle, There are 
other books to collect, too. 


QUEST ITEM: LIZARD FIGURINE 


* Related Quest: Secondary Quest: Of Dairy and Darkness (page 394) 


The fancy merchant in the Gildorf district of Novigrad City also has a variety of 
trinkets to examine 

and purchase. One of 
them (a small Lizard 
Figurine) enables 

you to discover the 
otherwise inaccessible 
underground laboratory 
of a mad, cheese- 
obsessed mage! 


ITEMS: LORE BOOKS, TORN NOTES, AND NOTICES Every sword has a base attack rating representing the damage per second (DPS) 
it's capable of under ideal conditions. Additional values exist for fast and strong 
attacks, including damage and critical hit chance. Any enchantment, skill, or 
upgrade that increases a sword's damage applies a bonus to the weapon's base 
attack rating. An opponent's armor, resistances, and other modifiers will affect a 
sword's damage during combat. 


Lore books, torn notes, and notices collected during your adventures deserve 

a reading: not only do these items give information and history about 

the Northern Realms and the quests you are undertaking, they can also 

occasionally lead to knowledge about Points of Interest! Some lore books also 
add information to 
the Bestiary. A good IMPROVING WEAPONS 


aa boanh cig fchanted swords have @ chance to cause additonal effects on their target with 

books is the Scrolls and 40? Stike. These enchantments can poison, bleed, bum, stun, freeze, or stagger 

Books shop in Hierarch 2 12°92t. Lesser and Greater runestones can be placed in weapon upgrade slots 
to further increase a blade's effectiveness (see the Upgrades section on page 


Square, Novigrad City. 49) However, if a target's resistances are too great, these additional effects may 
Tell that Hodgson be dispelled. 


fellow we sent you! 
Another way to improve the effectiveness of your swords is to apply special oils 


* to them before combat. Unlike runestones, this bonus is temporary and ends 
ITEMS: FOOD, JUNK AND OTHER MINOR ITEMS after repetitive attacks wipe the oil away. This is the most economical way to 
Junk items and items that don’t fall into other categories include currency enhance your swords and allows for a great deal of flexibility when preparing 
that can be changed into crowns at the Bank of Novigrad, torn sheets from for multiple types of targets. You cannot apply these oils in the middle of a fight, 
notebooks, lore books, food, Witcher Contract notes, and mutagens found SO pay attention to your surroundings and spot threats before you must engage 
‘on dead bodies. Don't forget to chow down on any Food you collect either; it them. Unfortunately, you don't always have this opportunity. 


allows you to regenerate health quickly (even during combat) without the need 
to Meditate, Mutagens can be used on the Character Abilities menu to provide 
significant boosts to your statistics. 


Finally, a very rae set of crafted weapons can be improved by finding diagrams 
for more powerful versions of the weapons. These diagrams and the materials 
to produce these weapons are rare, Indeed, so you must be thorough in your 
Junk items should be sold or stored in your Stash chest. Unless the description exploration of the world 

of the item tells you that it is an ingredient or can be dismantled (broken down) : 

for base components, there's litle reason to keep Junk in your inventory, asit_ ALTERNATE WEAPONS 


Just weighs you down. While Geralt has no 
formal training with 

EQUIPMENT: AN OVERVIEW weapons beyond 52 
the swords of his 


‘A sword is only as good as the Witcher using it, and his armor is only as good as 


ne 

the materials he was wiling to invest in its creation. To survive this adventure, P*OFession ne is not 

helpless with the odd 
you must wield a muttude of swords both steel and siver. Should those fal you, POCA NN 
‘only @ durable set of armor is all that prevents the claws of your enemies from i 
rending your flesh to shreds. Leh Se 

a enough to cross his ‘sei 

Equipment in Witcher 3: Wild Hunt requires Geralt to reach a requisite level of path. These weapons _—_tyow re charping group of bans armed with a plekaxo, 
experience before he can use it. Any weapon not available to you is crossed are not as lethal as a 72¥= ag someting teriby rong. Or perhaps youtancy cy 
out in your Inventory menu. Common weapons and armor can be found 900d sword, but you ree é 
randomly with stats that reflect Gerait's current level. However, crafted items, can still put down humans with them ia situation demands it 
relics, and unique pieces of armor (such as Witcher School Gear) have set level 3 


Equipping alternate weapons places them in the siot that would be occupied 
by your steel sword. You can also apply the appropriate blade oils to them, 
Realistically, though, you should stick with your swords if you have a choice, 


requirements and stats, While earning these pieces of gear takes supreme effort, 
they are often the best items one could equip. 


Be IE Lr EQUIPMENT: WITCHER’S CROSSBOWS AND BOLTS 
Geralt carries two types 
of sword; Steel and 

Silver, These blades are 


‘Very early in Geralt's 
‘search for Ciri, he is 
gifted a crossbow, which. 


intended for two very 
comes with an unlimited 
ihren a bo ts at ra en 
bolts that Geralt can fire 


Silver for monsters. 
At lower difficulty 
levels, Geralt draws 


at enemies or wildlife 
These bolts are typically 


A quite weak, but they 
sno of hese lates Remember your training at Keer Mochen; you can automatically can stagger enemies in 
automatically when combat begins, typically the sword meant for his nearest or manually re a erssbow. Use this weapon for ranged ska the middle of an attack, 
threat, Some battles require you to switch between both blades, so be prepared 0r to knock foes out of the sky. and even knock flying 


eee tee aes enemies out of the sky, The crossbow is also the only weapon Geralt can use 


‘Swords deteriorate with use. With each blow landed, or shunted aside by sword, underwater. Armed with this weapon, he is not without defenses when he must 
shield, armor, or claw, a blade continues to lose Durability until the weapon explore the depths of the ocean or an underground tributary. 
becomes unusable, Low Durability weapons strike for less damage. This is 2 


serious liability in battle and can cost you life and limb. You can find more 


powerful crossbows 


Regular maintenance at an Armorer or Blacksmith will help Keep your gear in over the course of 
shape at the cost of some coin. When venturing on to a difficult quest or facing the game. Some of 
extended battles that will test the durability of your equipment, make sure to the most deadly are 
purchase or craft Armor and Weapon Repair Kits to maintain your edge in the field. crafted from secret 
{n addition to acting as your primary offense, swords are your defense against basa! 
any physical attack. You can block most melee attacks with either type of sword, tN orig 


though some attacks must be dodged rather than blocked. With sharp timing, ‘Don't scrip on the more esoteric ammunition for your aie Re 
you can also counterattack most melee attacks, placing your foe off balance crossbow; It's very satistying to bit a handit in the neck with an 
while you remain on the offensive. ‘explosive bolt! a 


Crossbows become more effective in two different ways. The first is through 
the use of specialized ammunition. You can loot them from caches in the world, 
and even craft special ammunition from diagrams. Specialized bolts not only 
hitharder, but can also cause additional effects. Explosive Bolts, for example, 
can knock enemies to the ground and are especially devastating against flying 
foes. Another type of bolt splits into three arrows, making it easier to shoot fast 
‘moving enemies. The statistics on bolts may not look impressive by themselves, 
but when you factor in the power of your chosen crossbow, you can easily see 
the bow overpowering lone monsters and humans before they even get close! 


Another way crossbows see great improvement is through purchasing specific 
character abilities from the Combat and General branches. You can earn flat 
increases to the overall damage of each shot or slow the world down to take 
more time to carefully aim your shots. 


EQUIPMENT: ARMOR 


Geralt's armor consists of four separate pieces: Chest Armor, Gloves, Trousers, and 
Boots. Together, these provide protection against physical damage and persistent 
effects, Each piece of armor has an armor rating, along with a number of additional 
protection ratings against the different types of damage that Geralt can suffer in 
‘combat: slashing, piercing, bludgeoning, elemental, and rending damage. 


There are three weight classes for all pieces of armor: Light, Medium, and Heavy. 
These classes determine how much protection an armor piece provides, but can 
also affect statistics like stamina regeneration. Each weight class caters to specific 
combat tactics, but you can mix and match your gear to fit your preferences. 


Light armor provides 
a significant bonus to 
stamina regeneration, at 
the cost of sturdiness. 
This allows Geralt to 
contro! the pace of a 
fight by staying agile, 
engaging or evading 
enemies at will. 


IMPROVING ARMOR 


Glyphs can be used to upgrade high-quality pieces of armor, providing bonuses 
to Sign abilities. As with weapons slots and runestones, some armors have 
slots that allow Glyphs to be placed. Glyphs can be found as loot in the field or 
‘on monsters, and there are diagrams that allow you to craft lesser and greater 
Glyphs, provided you can find them. Consult the Upgrades section for more 
details (on page 49). 


DYEING ARMOR 


‘Should you find the color ot your Witcher gear to be less than ideal, and you prefer 
to dye Witcher armor in a variety of colors, you can color each part (chest armor, 
gloves, trousers and boots) in aone of 12 colors, Examples are shown below. 


Medium armor provides 
No regenerative benefits 
or penalties, and is the 
weight class Geralt 
starts the game with. 


Heavy armor provides 
the most protection, but 
slows down stamina 
regeneration, While 
movement is slowed, 
Geralt can wade into the 
melee and survive far 
‘more punishment, 


Dyed Feline Armor: Green, Oyed Feline Armor: Pink 


Dyed Feline Armor: Red, 
White, and Blue 


This is achieved by completing the 
following: Plan 1: Purchase Armor 
Dyes from merchants. Plan 2: 

Find or purchase special Alchemy 
recipes that dye Witcher armor. 
Then pick ingredients needed to 
mix the dye, and complete the 

dye in your Alchemy menu. If you 
own the Corvo Bianco Vineyard, 
and you've improved it as part of 
Blood and Wine: Secondary Quest: 
No Place Like Home, you can grow herbs in your orchard that are specifically for 
armor dyeing. 


The 12 different colors, and dye remover, that can 
be made or purchased. 


Then simply apply vials of dye to your piece of Witcher armor (and only Witcher 
armor). You require four amounts of a dye to fully cover all your armor. If you wish 
to change your color, use dye remover (made or purchased in the same manner) 


CONSUMABLES, BOMBS, AND POCKETS: 
ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT 


It's possible to set consumables, bombs, and pocket items for quick use in the 
field. Consumables include food, or Witcher potions and decoctions. I's usually 
best to keep potions that have immediate beneficial effects in these slots, either 
focused on enhancing your combat effectiveness or survivability. Food, potions, 
and decoctions can be consumed from the Inventory menu too, Potions can 
determine whether or not you survive to even do that. With bombs, try to tailor 
your choices to favor bombs that can affect a wide variety of targets, switching 
‘ut for more specialized explosives if you're hunting something that demands 

it. Your two pocket slots, however, will likely be occupied by key items that are 
required for specific purposes, generally for non-combat reasons. 


PREPARATION: SETTING UP QUICK-USE ITEM SLOTS 


Part of preparation is making sure you have the right items in your item slots. 
Wearing your best armor and using your best swords is obvious advice. Having 
the right consumables and bombs set up for quick use can mean the difference 
between life and death 


Quick-Use 
Consumables 
should have 
immediate etfects: 
Potions like White 
Raffard's Decoction, 
for immediate 

burst healing, oF 
Thunderbolt, for 

a short burst of 
increased attack power, are excellent for the quick use item slots, In place of White 
Raffard's Decoction, you can use any form of healing food to speed up health 
regeneration in combat. Potions like Cat, or decoctions, which have very long lasting 
effects compared to most other potions, are best accessed from the Inventory menu, 


* Tailor quick-use potions to your strategy and build: You can build Geralt to focus 
on his swordsmanship and crossbow skills; his Sign use; the bombs, potions, and 
enhancements gained through alchemy; or have a spread of skills throughout 
all of his ability trees. Likewise, there are potions that can greatly enhance the 
effectiveness of these aspects. ! you want to have high-powered signs on demand, 
use Potions that power up their intensity. I you want your swords to hit harder, 
Thunderbolt is an obvious choice. 


* Atleast one bomb should be general use: There are many types of bombs, but 
you can have only two set up for on-demand use. Grapeshot is an excellent general 
purpose bomb that falters only against fire resistant foes. Samum ts also good for its 
abilty to blind or stun enemies caught in the blast radius 


* Your second bomb slot should fit the situation: There's little reason to carry two 
‘bombs that accomplish similar tasks. If you know you're up against enemies weak to 
fire, switch in Dragon's Dream to set up a powerful combo with lanl. you know you'll 
be battling large numbers of enemies, Northern Wind can literally bring the fight to a 
standstil, allowing Geralt to calmly pick out a priority target to bring down first. 


PREPARATION: MEDITATION 


You need to prepare before you can start killing monsters. It's not just about throwing on the best equipment 
you've got and running in to battle. Geralt is a skilled alchemist if he’s got the materials and formulae to work 


with, but more importantly, he can Meditate. 


Meditation is one of Geralt's most important abilities. Doing this allows you to skip ahead a set amount of time, 
changing the time of day and, at lower difficulty levels, restoring any Vitality he has lost. While meditating, 
Geralt automatically replenishes any prepared potions and oils as long as he has base alcohol in his inventory. 


On the Blood and Broken Bones! and Death March! difficulties, Meditation does not 
‘estore health. On these difficulty settings, you are forced to carefully manage your 
inventory of health recovery items. 


WITCH CRAFT: ALCHEMY: POTIONS, BOMBS, AND OILS 


AWitcher |s expected to make use of the land to survive, Herbs, minerals, and other alchemical ingredients found in the field or bought from Herbalists are among the 
many materials used to brew potions, sword oils, or act as the catalysts to bombs. Other materials, like rare metals or strips of cured leather, can be refined and used 
to craft new weapons and armor that far exceed the quality of worn items ‘ooted from dead foes. 


To craft items or perform alchemy, Geralt must first possess crafting diagrams and alchemy formulae. These can be found randomly in the field by looting containers, 
or purchased from specialized vendors. Diagrams for ancient relics, including Witcher Schools Gear, are found during lengthy Scavenger Hunt quests to locate the 
base diagrams for that equipment. Advanced diagrams that enhance this gear involve additional lengthy searching with few clues. Fortunately, the Scavenger Hunt 


‘Quests (starting on page 577) show you the way. 


ALCHEMY: PRACTICUM IN BASIC ALCHEMY 


The fine art of Alchemy is the action of combining different substances to create a variety of helpful items, such as Bombs, Sword Oils, Potions, and Decoctions. 
Mixing herbs, substances, minerals, and rare mutagens extracted from monsters, alchemy Is a requirement for those who wish to be fully prepared for combat. 


‘Make sure you read the Training section on Abilities (starting on page 60), as one 
of the ability branches involves Alchemy, and there are total of 25 different abilities 
(with level ranks for each) you can expend points on to make your brewing much 
‘more potent! 


@ @ FINDING ALCHEMY FORMULAE 


Many potions, oils, and 
bombs you can craft 
have a base formula 
that allows you to 
create the most basic 
form of that item. As 
you travel through the 
world and meet new 
merchants or find 
various loot caches, you 
can discover formulae 
that enhance the strength of your craft. A full list of vendors who sell Alchemy 
Formulae can be found in the Merchants Appendix on page 816. 


The easiest way fo quickly accrue Alchemic Formulae is to pay 
‘an Alchemist or Herbalist a visit; ike this diminutive chap here. 


You've taken an interest in bombs, In particular, you're craving 

the formuta for “Devil's Puffball” (as you want to lob poison 

bombs at Bandits), So you pay a halfling herbalist a visi. After 

perusing his shop, you come across a “Manuscript Page: Devi's 

Puffball" Though it's going to cost 248 crowns, you now have 

| the ability o craft this bomb whenever you like, providing you 
hhave the ingredients. Remember, you could have discovered this formula by looting 
random chests, too. 


CRAFTING ALCHEMY FORMULAE 


Once you have an Alchemy Formula in your possession, whether you're at an 
Alchemist or Herbalist shop or not, you can set about crafting the formula itself. These 
“recipes” are listed in your Alchemy Menu; scroll down to the item you wish to craft, 
check you have the various necessary ingredients, and then craft it. Simple! Then, if 
the item is to be used by you in combat (such as a potion, oil, or bomb for example), 
you can place it in your Inventory (so it is carried), or your Consumables, Bombs, or 
Pockets (where it can easily be accessed). 


With the formula for this bomb in your Alchemy menu, you check 
the necessary ingredients to make this explosive: Saltpeter =| 
(1 unit) and Sewant Mushrooms (2 units) These ingredients 
make one set of three bombs. The halfling has both ingredients 
for sale; both the Saltpeter (10 units at 25 crowns each, 
enabling you to make up to ten sets of bombs) and the Sewant | 
‘Mushrooms (5 units at 10 crowns each, enabling you to make up to two sets of 

bombs as each bomb set needs two units). | 


‘Alternatively, you could have trekked across the landscape searching for Sewant | 
‘Mushrooms. Saltpeter is a Mineral, and can only be purchased from Herbalists (or 
randomly found). 


MASTER ALCHEMY FORMULAE 


The ultimate in 
‘Alchemy is obtaining 

a variety of rare herbs 
and ingredients, and 
collecting all the most 
Potent of formulae, so 
you can craft the very 
best potions, bombs, and 
oils. These formulae can 
be found by exploring 
the different Points of Interest and Alchemy shops in the world. 


Craving the most potent Puffball ofall, and having already 
created an Enhanced Devil's Puffball during your adventures, 
you make the journey to Ard Skellig, pay your dues by 
‘completing ail the tasks the old druid Gremist has for you, 
before finally accessing his shop, Sure enough, the “Manuscript 
Page: Superior Devil's Puffball” is here! Though i's not quite a 
steal at 549 crowns, the formula is yours. Yes! 
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‘Wait a moment though; it seems the Superior Devi's Puffball 
requires a great deal more ingredients than the normal and 
4 ‘enhanced versions! You need: Endrega Heart (2), Aichemists’ 
Powder (1), Sewant Mushrooms (2), Ginatia Petals (2), Enhanced 
Devil's Puffball (1), Calcium Equum (2), and Rebis (1). 


Gremist has the Alchemists’ Powder (5 units at 46 crowns each), 
the Ginatia Petals ¢ units at 8 crowns each), and the Calcium Equum (B units at 30 

‘crowns each). You bring the Enhanced Devil's Puffball and the Sewant Mushrooms 

from your previous scavenging, 

‘This just leaves Rebis. What is Rebis?Itis a Substance used in alchemy. Though this 


‘means more searching for ingredients to make Rebis, the Alchemy Formula itself can 
‘be bought from Gremist for around 75 crowns. 


BEST PRACTICES FOR ALCHEMY 


‘Veteran Witchers have graciously provided a list of recommended tactics for 
‘making the most of Alchemy. 


‘+ Craft early. Craft often. As soon as you can brew formulae, do So, Did you loot a new 
formula? Then check your Alchemy Menu to see if you can craft it right away. If not, 
keep those needed ingredients fresh in your mind so you can add the alchemy item 
‘to your inventory as soon as possible. 

+ Purchase formulae in shops as you find them and add those potions, oll, and bombs 
to your arsenal. You quickly gain more advantages over the beasts and abominations 
during your adventures, 


'* Gerait's potion supply is automatically restocked when you Meditate, as long as you have 
hhard alcohol in your inventory. Keep a supply of alcohol in your inventory at ail times! 
Many herbs prefer to grow in certain areas of the world or in particular climates. On 
rocks, in caves, in shallow water, deep water, or in cultivated terrain that farmer's 
harvest in the villages Geralt comes across. Learn them and you find what you need 
inno time, 


Herbs and ingredients have no impact on your carried weight, so don't hesitate 
to snatch up all of the herbs in the wild you can find. Once you've amassed a 
large supply, you can worry far fess about collecting herbs in the later stages of 
the adventure. 


MW you're having a difficult time finding ingredients, visit the Alchemist and Herbalist 
shops and spend some of that extra coin to finish out the ingredients list quickly. 
This is helpful in even the Prologue quests. 


‘Watch out for monster nests to clear them out and make use of the ingredients they 
Carry, This is also serves as a source of ingredients for the Witcher Gear armor and 
Weapons for crafting those items at blacksmiths. 


Know your foe. The Bestiary is your best friend. All ofthe critical information on the 
items that work against the hordes of creatures you face is at your personal disposal 
‘Aso, learn the creature categories or “families” (for example: necrophages, reicts, 
elementals, etc). When you have the chance to spot an enemy at a distance and you 
‘know what you're up against, you can pull up your inventory to apply the oils, down the 
Potions, and slot the bombs that help you quickly dispatch the dark denizens before 
you, If i's not a specific monster you've encountered before, but you think you know 
What type itis, apply the ol for that enemy type and you'll conquer them in a flash, 


you enter a combat encounter and your sword doesn't have the oil that would help 
you against your enemies, don't forget to use your potions and bombs. They may be all 
You need to make quick work of the enemy and disable their most devastating attacks. 


{you know you're going to facing large groups of humans, slather some Hanged 
‘Man's Venom on your steel sword, These are the most common enemies you face 
during quests inside the city walls of Novigrad, so it's a safe bet to keep this oil 
active as often as possible when you're not roaming the wilderness. 


Keep a large stock of alcohol bases and Meditate as often as you feel the need to, 
Remember that Meditation can end any potion buffs you have active due to the 
passage of time while meditating. 


+ Slot Swallow potions and save the rest. f you Keep Swallow and some food handy in 
combat (such as Hattori's delicious Dumplings (see page 389), you can always open 
your inventory to drink the other potions you need less otten. 


'* Getting weighed down by dozens of swords after slaughtering a batch of heartless 
witch hunters? Toss back a fiend decoction to grant you a bonus against your burden 
and hit some shops to offload for coin. 


* Locate the Corvo Bianco Vineyard in Toussaint, and after receiving the deed from the 
Duchess, improve the manor and gardens, uncovering an Alchemy lab, and use the 
table inside to add one additional charge to your potions (and bombs). 


ALCHEMIC CREATIONS 


The following inventory items are created using Alchemy (though some can 
be purchased from vendors too, if you wish to expend more crowns Instead of 
brewing your own). Remember that base materials, formulae, and recipes may 
all be needed in order to create the following items. 


ALCHEMY SUBSTANCES: MUTAGENS 


@ @ @ 


As you kill monsters, 
there's a chance that a 
Mutagen will be found 
‘amongst the loot you 
can scavenge. There 
are different types of 
Mutagens—some that 
are exclusive to the 
beast slain and others Once you've killed 2 fearsome or disgusting monster, inspect 
that are relatively ‘thelr innards tor a possible mutagen to add to your collection 
common amongst a variety of monsters. 


Mutagens are used in two separate ways. The first is in connection with your 
Character Abilities. By placing a Mutagen in the slot next to your activated 
Character Abilities, you gain a statistical bonus. The Training section devoted to 
this topic begins on page 60. 


The ability trees are color themed; red, blue, green, and yellow. These colors 
stand for Combat, Signs, Alchemy, and General Abilities respectively. This also 
holds true with Mutagens, which can be found in red, blue, and green. If you 
‘connect a mutagen to activated abilities of the same color, the bonus provided by 
the Mutagen increases by 100 percent for each ability matching that Mutagen’s 
color, Geralt can gain thousands of points of Vitality and strike that much harder 
with his swords. His Signs will see massive intensity boosts. The second use of 
Mutagens comes with crafting decoctions, covered below. 


Enter your Alchemy menu, and look in the “Alchemy 
‘Substances” area for a ist ofall the Mutagens you can create. 
f In the caso of mutagons, these are "Mutagens” (created from a 
number of “Lesser Mutagens") and “Greater Mutagens” (created | 
{rom a number of *Mutagens). You're looking for a +10% 
‘Sign intensity bonus for using a Greater Blue mutagen in your | 
‘Mutagen Slat (Character Menu), 80 you concoct the following plan: | 


You killa variety of monsters, and amass a large number of Lesser Mutagens from 
their corpses. This took a while, so you want to make the most of them! In your 
‘Aichemy Menu, you select “Blue Mutagen.” It requires “Lesser Blue Mutagen (4)" to 
create. Fortunately, you have 13 Lesser Blue Mutagens, so you craft a total of three 
“Blue Mutagens” and have one Lesser Biue Mutagen let. 


Now you select "Greater Blue Mutagen.” It requires “Blue Mutagen (3.)” That's handy; you 
just created three of those from your Lesser Blue Mutagens! So you combine the three 
Bue Mutagens, create one Greater Blue Mutagens, then place itn your Character Menu, 
_and link Sign Abitities to it to further boost your Sign-casting prowess! 


| Certain beasts that become the target of Witcher Contracts carry unique Mutagens 
‘with increased potency over those found on lesser monsters, pee" 


Gy. MUTAGENS FOR MUTATIONS 


if you are adventuring in Toussaint, be sure to complete Blood and Wine Secondary 
‘Quest: Tum and Face the Strange (see page 476). Finding Professor Moreau's 
mutation laboratory allows you to unlock the Mutations menu (detailed later in 
this Training chapter, on page 60). Now, Mutagens are "spent" ike Ability points to 
unlock the mast potent mutations of all! 


Now Mutagens are 
able to be created (and 
their color changed) by 
locating (or purchasing) 
diagram recipes 
scattered throughout y 
this realm. Use the 
‘Alchemy > Alchemy 
Substances menu, 


Ina hidden elven fabyriathdeop below the waters of the 
and begin to create ma 


Sansretour River in Toussaint, lies the laboratory of Protessor 
Mutagens yourself ‘Moreau. Step into this contraption to trigger the most potent 
instead of relying on ‘Mutations of allt 

finding them on the corpses of monsters. You are also encouraged to improve the 
Corvo Bianco Vineyard, as part of Blood and Wine: No Place Like Home (see page 
440), as an improved greenhouse allows herbs to be grown that are essential 
ingredients to creating mutagens. 


ALCOHOL 
Alchohest Dwarven Spirit White Gut 


Alcoholic beverages can be found in every tavern, inn, and watering hole across 
the Northern Realms, and purchased from Innkeeps there, Visit the Duchy of 
Toussaint for a masterclass in wine-making. Some of the alcohol you can drink 
\s simply for sustenance, Most allows you to recover from combat during a 
Meditation (so keep a plentiful supply). But brew Alcohol for alchemic purposes 


primarily when you require an ingredient for another Alchemic substance, as the 
following example illustrates: 
your reflexes and prolong your reaction time, the next 
‘ocasion you're in combat, You have some of the 
necessary ingredients to craft Blizzard (White Myrtle 
{or Dwarven Spirit, meaning you don't need to visit a merchant to buy some. 
Instead, you scour the land for the following: Empty Bottle (1); there's a Merchant 
{in Novigrad specializing in them. Mahakaman Spirit (2), and White Myrtle Petals (1). 
Its atficut to overstate how important carrying a large amount of hard alcohot is 
to your well-being, as this automatically replenishes any potions you may have used 


Petals (5) and Golem’s Heart (1)), but you're missing the 
Combine them together, and you can crank out as many Dwarven Spirits as you 
‘when you Meditate. Therefore, it is wise to keep a large collection of the alcohol you 


You want to swig down a Blizzard potion to improve 
y Owarven Spirit (1). Fortunately, you've found the Recipe 
need; particularly helpful as this is the base for a large number of Potions. 
‘can craft (in the Alchemy menu) for just such occasions. 


BOMBS 


One of the key tools of 
the Witcher trade is the 
arsenal of bombs they 
can craft to sult thelr 
needs. Various materials 
go into making a bomb, 
and they have a wide 
range of possible 
effeots that can be used 
to further stack a battle 
in their favor. You can 
option a battle from afar 
by lobbing a bomb at an unsuspecting foe, or quickly flick one out at a targeted 
‘opponent during a heated melee. 


‘Make your frst bomb a Grapeshol. This otters great damage 
and all-round explosive performance, and can weaken groups: 
of foes, especially in close quarters. 


Monster nests encountered in the world require specific bombs to completely 
destroy them. So, if you intend to make a particular area safe to travel through 
or harvest materials within, make sure you always carry a supply of these 
explosives. You can set two bomb types in your Inventory menu as “Quick 
Access” items in the “Bombs” section. If necessary, you can switch out what 
bombs you have quick access to in the middle of combat as well, As with potions 
and oils, bombs can be upgraded beyond their initial crafted level to enhanced 
and superior versions. 


A USEFUL BRACE OF BOMBS 


Bombs are highly specialized weapons that can cause a variety of effects in 
battle. It helps to craft bombs as soon as possible, especially the higher ranking 
versions (Enhanced and Superior), so you are prepared for any situation that 
requires an explosive solution, 


Dancing Star: If you're looking for a bomb with a 
spectacular explosion resulting in impressive damage to any 
foes within the blast radius, and additional burning to the 
already-wounded enemy, choose to craft this bomb. Though 
it doesn't supersede your more ferocious Igni attacks, this is 
excellent for long-range blazes. 


Devil's Puffball: Though the cloud of toxic vapor that 
this bomb emits when it explodes can poison you (unless 
you've taken a potion to negate the effects), itis meant for 
long-range damage infliction: ob this at a cluster of bandits 
in areas where you can easily move around the poison 
cloud. Or, choose to lob one into confined areas you won't 
immediately venture down, but areas with foes who can 
choke to death on the fumes. 


Dimeritium: if you're facing monsters that are known as 
“Elementals” in the Glossary (and this guide's Bestiary), 

this is an excellent choice as it halts any of these monsters’ 
ranged attacks (such as a Gargoyle's flying ability). Stopping 
the magical abilities of Elementals isn't something you're 
likely to attempt frequently, so break out this bomb on these 
special occasions, However, when you're in Dimeritium’s 
cloud, you cannot cast Signs, so use with caution! 


Dragon's Dream: This bomb releases a cloud of highly 
flammable, poisonous gas into the ait. But when ignited by ign, 
another bomb, a torch, or even a burning enemy, the resulting 
detonation can set foes on fire! An upgraded Dragon's Dream 
can cause enemies it kill to explode, as well! Just beware that 
the blast can damage you, too. 
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Grapeshot: This is one of the most useful explosives in 
aWitcher’s arsenal, You can destroy monster nests and 
deal powerful shrapnel damage to enemies, while also 
causing some fire damage that can harm enemies weak to 
it Though it doesn’t harm enemies over time just in one 
large explosion), itis incredibly potent. Upgraded Grapeshot 
bombs can make enemy armor completely irrelevant. 


Moon Dust: Monsters that are known to transform, such as, 
Foglets, Specters, and Vampires, cannot use this ability when 
struck by the silver splinters of a Moon Dust bomb, Monsters 
that can regenerate can find that ability temporarily 
disabled. The Superior version of this bomb can stop a foe's 
regeneration permanently! 


Northern Wind: A dangerous piece of alchemy, the Northern 
Wind bomb freezes enemies within its blast radius, and 
keeps them in place. If a Witcher improves this bomb, the 
area of effect grows larger, lasts longer, and enemies struck 
while frozen suffer greater damage. 


‘Samum: A basic but useful bomb, Samum does not just 
destroy monster nests; it blinds enemies caught in its 
explosive radius, giving a Witcher a chance to flank them, 
and attempt an easy sword strike. Upgraded Samum 
bombs guarantee a critical strike on a blinded and stunned 
‘opponent. Just be careful you don’t blind yourself with your 
own Samum bomb. 


Goo OO @ @& 


46 


“DECOCTIONS 


These Relic-type potions offer incredible combat benefits that are long-lasting, 
but come at the expense of high toxicity. Assuming you are crafting White Honey 
Potions (that clear toxicity) in conjunction with Decoctions, these can make you 
‘extremely potent in combat. Remember you can use more than one Decoction 
ata time. For experienced Witchers, the high toxicity of a decoction, and all the 
risks that come with it, are outweighed by the benefits. 


TOP FIVE DECOCTIONS 


Troll Decoction: Constant Vitality regeneration in and out of 
combat. For Witchers who are expecting multiple grueling 
battles against many foes, 


Ekimmara Decoction: With this decoction, a Witcher restores 
Vitality with every successful strike against the enemy. 


Succubus Decoction: The longer a battle lasts, the harder a 
Witcher strikes, 


Alghoul Decoction: Adrenaline is generated more quickly 
by a Witcher in combat, but the effect is broken by the first 
Successful enemy attack. 


Werewolf Decoction: Running, sprinting, and jumping outside 
of combat doesn't use Stamina; a perfect brew for Witchers 
exploring large areas. 


To increase the 
effectiveness of blades, 
a Witcher can coat them 
with special oils, These 
are tailored to damage 
Specific types of foes, 
Oils that assist against 
humans should be 
applied to steel swords, 
while any monster- 
specific olls are applied 
to your silver swords. 
There are as many oils 
‘as there are families of monsters, and so it falls to a Witcher to be prepared for 
these eventualities. Crafting olls can be done only outside of combat, 


Slathor on a weapon-improving oll before every battle, after 
consulting the Bestiary to pick an oil especially formulated for 
weakening the foe you're about to face. 


‘Similar to potions, once an oll Is crafted, it remains in your inventory. You can find 
formulae for improved versions of oils, requiring the previous level of the oil and 
new Ingredients. This again follows the standard, enhanced, and superior quality 
scheme used by potions, bombs, and most other items that can be improved. 


ils do not last indefinitely. Each successful strike on an enemy rubs some of 
the oil off the blade until eventually there is none left and the effect is no longer 
applied to the foe. You can reapply the oil by going to your Inventory once again, 
as long as you have not discarded the oil. 


OILS FOR COMMON OR SERIOUS THREATS 


With so many monsters plaguing the land, Witchers must be prepared with a 
wide variety of oils to counter any threat with expediency. 


Hanged Man's Venom: Sadly, with war raging across the 
land, humans are as common a threat to a Witcher as any 
monster. It never hurts to have this oil ready at all times to 
quickly dispatch soldiers or roaming groups of bandits. This 
works against any human and nonhuman (but human-sized) 
foe, so use this on any Scoia’tael you might face, too! 


Necrophage Oil: War leaves behind battlefields strewn with 
corpses, the perfect feeding grounds for necrophages such 
as Ghouls, Alghouls, and Rotfiends. This oil gets frequent use 
for most Witchers, 


Specter Oil: Another side effect to war is the high number of 
Victims who died with lingering regrets in this world, or died 
after terrible violence. These dark and powerful emotions have 
resulted in great numbers of wraiths haunting the living. Prevent 
them from haunting you by slapping on the Specter Oil! 


Elementa Oil: While elementals are not particularly 
‘common, their sturdiness against a Witcher's silver 
‘sword makes them incredibly dangerous to fight. Every 
advantage helps. 


Relict Oil: Relicts are as rare as the name suggests, but all 
Creatures that fall under this classification can be considered 
threats of the highest order. If a hunt demands that you fight 
a Chort or a Fiend, relict oil is one of the few advantages any 
Witcher can claim over these monsters, 
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Highly toxic to most 
normal humans, potions 
brewed by Witchers 
provide a variety of 
effects that can improve 
combat, enhance even 
a Witcher's heightened 
senses, and restore 
Critical energy before, 
during, or after a 

battle. However, even a Witcher is not immune to the dangerous nature of these 
brews. If Geralt's Toxicity meter reaches critical levels, he begins losing Vitality 

(a swig of White Honey soon cures this however). All potion effects last for only 

a short while (especially compared to the even more toxic Decoctions), though 
the efficacy and duration of potions can be enhanced by investing in the correct 
Character Abilities. 


To brew potions, Geralt needs to know the formulae and have the materials they 
require. Most alchemy requires plants that can be found and harvested in the 
field. Other alchemic compounds, such as special powders, monster body parts, 
and minerals, can be found as loot in chests and bags strewn about the world, 
or from the corpses of your foes. You may also purchase some of the more rare 
ingredients from herbalists and alchemists found in or around villages. 


‘Once you've brewed a potion, it remains in your inventory, even when it has 
been used up. Most potions can be upgraded over the course of the adventure, 
starting with the basic level formulae, Enhanced level, and finally reaching 
‘Superior quality. 


You either find or purchase formulae for higher-potent versions of potions, 
‘These advanced formulae require already crafting the previous-level version of 
a particular potion, and a new set of ingredients. Upgrading your potions leaves 
you with the higher level product (which |s always better than the basic level), 


Always try to have potions readied that fit your current circumstances; Once 

a fight begins, you can't tell your enemies to wait a few minutes while you sit 
cross-legged to play with your herbs, Potions can be used before and during 
combat from the Inventory screen. You can also set them to be one of your four 
“Consumables” potions, allowing you to use them in battle. Each potion has a 
limited number of doses, but can be replenished if you enter Meditation and have 
enough hard alcohol to use for the replenishment. Geralt automatically does this 
if he has the necessary supplies, making it important to loot as many spirits as 
you can while out in the field. 


USEFUL EARLY-ADVENTURE POTIONS 


Although you start the adventure with little in the way of resources, you quickly 
expand your knowledge of potion formutae with exploration. Then you must ask 
yourself which potions you should focus on creating: 


‘Swallow: Vitality naturally regenerates very slowly. Swallow 
grants high and constant Vitality regeneration. If you're hit, the 
effects of basic and enhanced Swallow are suspended for two 
seconds. Superior Swallow does not have this penalty, and its 
effects are never suspended. 


White Raffard’s Decoction: This potion immediately restores 
a portion of your Vitality upon use. Try to craft and maintain 
cone of the three levels of this potion to keep a good stash of 
emergency healing on hand. 


Cat: Witcher eyes see better in the dark naturally, compared to 
the average human, but even they need a boost. The Cat Potions 
allows a Witcher to see farther and more clearly in dark spaces. 
At Superior quality, it even delivers immunity to hypnosis and 
puts a red glow on enemies to make them easier to see. 


Golden Oriole: A Witcher's body naturally resists disease and 
poison, which makes the poisons that can hurt or kill a Witcher 
deadly to humans. Golden Oriole grants Witchers temporary 
immunity to poisons while neutralizing all polsons currently in 
the bloodstream 


Thunderbolt: Most combat a Witcher faces ends by a Witcher's 
sword. Thunderbolt enhances Attack Power, and the effect only 
increases with each jump in potion quality. I's a good general 
use potion against any threat you can face. 


‘Aiso present in your Alchemy Menu are “Quests” potions that are only brewed during 
‘specific quests (which are detailed in their specific section of this guide). Don't 
worry about crafting these potions outside the confines of the quest itselt, 


ARMORERS AND BLACKSMITHS: CREATING AND ENHANCING YOUR ARMOR AND BLADES 


ttis important to 
understand that 

Geralt himself isn’t 
skilled in the arts of 
armorsmithing or 
blacksmithing; he 

can only repair the 
equipment he wears 
or wields (or he can 
get others to repair 
equipment for him), 
For improvements and 
creating new combat 
items, he must rely on the numerous smiths scattered across the Northern 
Realms, There are two kinds of smith, and both offer specialized services 
‘Armorers can craft, sell, and repair armor. Blacksmiths are focused on weapons. 
Remember though, that both smiths usually have both armor and weapons for 
sale, and can repair both armor and weaponry. But only Armorers can craft new 
armor, and only Blacksmiths can craft new weapons. 


‘A swordsmith (known by the ganaral title "Blacksmith") 
‘hammers away at a0 anvil inthe second city of Oxenturt 

Visit any of these fine fellows to repalr, dismantle, or upgrade 
‘your equipment. 


‘Almost all Armorers and Blacksmiths have two levels of talent; either Amateur 
or Journeyman, Amateur smiths can craft the most basic of items. Joumeyman 
smiths can craft more impressive equipment. In addition, a single Armorer and 

a single Blacksmith offer skilled services at the fabled Master level (these are 
listed below): Remember, not all Armorers and Blacksmiths are equal. Many can 
work on a specific quality of gear and diagrams, so you need to be mindful of 

a smith’s competence level. f they don't have the necessary experience, they 
won't be able to work with a crafting diagram you found. Also note that if a 
village is missing a smith, itis likely they have been kidnapped, and are a Person 
in Distress, caged nearby and waiting to be rescued by you. 


() CRAFTING: ARMORERS AND BLACKSMITHS 


FINDING CRAFTING DIAGRAMS 


In order to craft new or 
improved equipment, 
you must have a 
specific Crafting 
Diagram in your 
possession. While 
certain Merchants 
have these for sale, the 
majority of the highest- 
quality diagrams are 
found during quests, 


Find Cratting Diagrams for powertu! weapons and quality armor 
white adventuring across the Northern Realms. 

especially the Witcher Gear Scavenger Hunts (which are detailed starting on 
page 577). Random Crafting Diagrams are also found on corpses and looted from 
Chests. A full list of vendors who sell Crafting Diagrams, and their competence 
level (Amateur, Journeyman, or Master) can be found in the Merchants Appendix 
on page 816, 


‘You recently undertook the Scavenger Hunt: Cat School Gear, 

‘and were lucky enough to discaver a Crafting Diagram for 

Feline Armor. As you're currently over Level 17 (and thus able 

to wear this armor), and want the armor increase and stamina 

regeneration this tight armor gives you, you decide to visit the 

armorer in the village of Mulbrydale, This chap was previously a | 
Person in Distress whom you rescued from some riverside bandits southwest of the | 
village. After waiting for him to return to his anvil, you ask him to craft something for | 
you. Unfortunately, even though you rescued him, and he's giving you a good deal 
(on purchases and crafting, he is only an Amateur Armorer. A Journeyman Armorer is 
‘needed to craft Feline Armor, and this chap isn't competent enough, Curses! 


Leaving Mulbrydale and that low-quality anvil-hammering | 

‘halfwit, you journey to the City of Novigrad, and visit the open~ 

air fish market just south of Hierarch Square, Nestled in one | 

comer is a Blacksmith's, Even though it's midday, the place 

‘is empty. Perhaps the smith has gone for lunch? After you 

‘Meditate for two hours, the smith opens back up for business. | 
As you've checked his credentials on the Merchant Appendix of this guide, you know 
he's a Journeyman Blacksmith, 50 you ask him to craft you some Feline Armor. Alas, 
he can't—he's a Blacksmith and only forges weapons! Curses again} 


Lot's find the correct smith this time! Up the covered walkway 
‘rom the Vivaldi Bank in Hierarch Square (Novigrad City) is the 
Armarer you seek; a Journeyman with the correct requirements 
{or crafting the Feline Armor from the diagram. The only problem. 
‘now? You don’t have all the crafting components! Triple curses! 
e —i/ 


FINDING CRAFTING MATERIALS 


i addition to needing a Crafting Diagram to construct a new piece of armor or weapon, 
a smith also requires a number of material components to work together into the 
finished product. These materials are scattered throughout the Northem Realms, and 
‘are gathered in a number of ways. 


Crafting: Some materials you find are known as Crafting Components, and 

a smith can craft them into a new material you need for a more intricate 

item. For example, Assassin's Boots require Cured Leather (1) as one of the 
materials. Check your inventory for Leather Scraps you may have acquired 
on your adventure; four units of Leather Scraps can be crafted into one Cured 
Leather component. Crafting Components are usually rough metal ores, string 
and thread, timber, or other base materials. 


Dismantling: One of the options each smith has is to dismantle items you 

are carrying in your inventory. Simply select the item, pay the smith, and 
reduce the item to its base components to be subsequently combined into 
new equipment. Before you do this, check the price you pay.for dismantling 
compared to that of simply purchasing the base components, or simply selling 
the item instead; it might be a better investment. 
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Loot: Pilfer from abandoned houses, dungeons, hostile locations, and even 
areas where friendly peasants live, as long as the receptacle isn't guarded. 


Purchase: if you have the funds, you can visit any Merchant (but primarily 
‘Armorers and Blacksmiths have what you need), look through their wares, 
and buy the necessary material. This is a much more expensive option. 


Feline Armor has five different components to gather before crafting 
to begin, There's Hardened Timber (2), Shirt (1), Powdered Monster 
Tissue (1), Hardened Leather (2), and Dark Steel Plate (2). 


Hardened Timber (2): You found three units of Timber while searching 
‘a lumber mill in the wilds of Velen. You had a spare crossbow, and 
‘had the Armorer disassemble it for the fourth Timber component. You 
‘purchased two units of Resin from the Armorer, This gives you: Timber 
(4) and Resin (2). You go to the Crafting Components section of the 
‘Armorer's Crafting Menu, and look up “Hardened Timber”. Then you 
Craft your components to make Hardened Timber (2). 


‘Shirt (1); You took a shirt of a bandit in a past scuffle. Time to use itt 


Powdered Monster Tissue (1): You received Specter Dust from a 
fight with a Noonwraith. The Armorer is happy to Dismantte it for 
‘you, transforming it into the Powdered Monster Tissue you need. 


Hardened Leather (2): You've picked up some Horse Hide (2) 
‘on your travels, Though seen as Junk, the Armorer is happy to 
Dismantie it into Hardened Leather and Leather Scraps for you. 


WAG 


Dark Stoel Plate (2): A rummage around various mines in Velen has 
ylelded both Stee! ingots (4) and Dark Iron Ore (8) At the Armorer's 
Crafting menu, you can combine them in the Crafting Component 
section to craft Dark Stee! Ingots (4). Two Dark Stee! Ingots are 
‘needed to Craft into one Dark Steel Plate. When done twice, you 
have both the Dark Steel Plates you need. 

| Foline Armor: Finally! After paying your crowns, the Journeyman Armorer crafts this fancy 
pleco of torso armor for you. Of course, now you start the search for the components to 
‘reate the Feline Boots, Trousers, and Gloves to complete the set! 


Using the Witcher's Tools onine is most helpful in learning exactly what components to 
‘dismantie. in addition, the Merchant's Appendix (page 816) enables you to see the “Type” 
of item every single Merchant sells (Junk, Upgrades, et), allowing you to peruse for 
‘specitic items more easly. 


MASTER CRAFTING DIAGRAMS AND GEAR 


Under normal circumstances, the ultimate in armor and weaponry is available 
When you find Crafting Diagrams that require Master level smiths to craft. These 
are the very best armor sets and swords you can obtain. For this to happen, 

you must visit the shop of the previously-listed armorers and smiths who offer 
equipment of the highest quality. However, some have an involved quest to 
complete first: 


Yoana (Master Armorer); Visit Yoana, over at Crow's Perch in Velen, and 
complete Secondary Quest: Master Armorers (see page 369). Afterward, her shop 
and services become available. 


Eibhear Hattori (Master Blacksmith): Visit Hattori over at his Dumpling Shop 
in Novigrad City, and complete Secondary Quest: Of Swords and Dumplings (see 
page 389). Afterward, his shop and services become available, 


‘QW Beauciair Master Armorer and Master Blacksmith: You are fortunate 
that the Master Armorer, and Trentin the Master Blacksmith, are both open for 
business in the city of Beauclair (Toussaint), south of The Gran’place Signpost. 
Their shops and services are immediately available. 


‘WY Master Armorer and Blacksmith: Visit the Ofieri Runewright at Upper 
Mill (Gustfields), and complete Hearts of Stone: Secondary Quest: Enchanting (all 
three requests for money), For each amount of funding you give him, he can craft 
Amateur, Journeyman, and finally Master level armor and weapons, acting as 
both Armorer and Blacksmith. 


‘WT Grandmaster Armorer and Blacksmith: Visit Lazare Lafargue at his 
Beauclair shop. It is immediately open and he can craft master-level armor and 
weapons immediately. For Grandmaster armor (which is only relevant to Witcher 
gear), the Witcher Gear Scavenger Hunts for Toussaint (beginning on page 605) 
must be completed. Afterward, Grandmaster armor and weapons for Feline, 


Griffin, Ursine, Wolven, and Manticore School equipment can be crafted! 


Yoana (Master Armorer): The 
real power behind the throne 
over at Fergus’ armory io 
Crow's Perch, Yoana is the 
‘only Master Armorer in the 
‘Northern Realms. 


DT master armorer: 
Seek out the armorer inthe 
city of Beauciair, who can 
cra Master level protection 


Eibhear Hattori (Master 


delicious dumpling as well 
as cratting Master-level 
weaponry. 


DD rennin (master 

Blacksmith: Tho blacksmith 
of Beauciat is also able to 
craft Mastertevel weaponry 


you pay him 


nytning 


‘he requests, the Otier! 
Runewright, over at Upper 
Mill acts a8 0 Master 
Armorar and Blacksmith! 


DD tazare tatnque 
(Grandmaster Arnorer 

‘and Blacksmith): Visit this 
follow's shop In Beauclat, 


for you, for you, lose fo tho armorer and 
blacksmith, and seek the vory 
‘best armorer and blacksmith 
ot all Me can cratt master 
‘evel armor and weapons, 

‘as well ws the fabled 


Grandmaster Witcher goart 


You seek the ultimate in Cat School armor outside of Toussaint; 

‘Mastercrafted Feline Armor! Much later into your adventure, you 

finish the entire Scavenger Hunt for Cat Schoo! Gear, and have all the 

necessary Crafting Diagrams. You assemble all the necessary materials, 

visit your Journeyman Armorer friend, and have him build both the 
Enhanced Feline Armor and the Superior Feline Armor. Then you visit Yoana the 
Master Armorer, having completed her quest. Alternatively, journey to the Duchy of 
‘Toussaint, visit the main city of Beauclair, and see either of the following: The Master 
Armorer, Lazare Lafargue or the Runewright and have one or more of them craft the 
Mastercrafted gear. Every Crafting Diagram with Master crafting requirements now 
‘opens up: Including the Mastercrafted Feline Armor. Excellent! 


You're shocked to discover there is.an ever-better selection of Feline 
armor! However, you must visit Lazare Lafargue in Toussaint, agree to 
start Scavenger Hunt: Grandmaster Feline Gear, and finish this quest. 


Every Crafting Diagram with Grandmaster crafting requirements now 
‘opens up: Outstanding! 


The Witcher's Tools section of the guide lists the Level of every piece of equipment 
that's available, so you can study exactly what materials each one needs. You can 
also compare statistics between different types of armor and weaponry, too, 


CRAFTING > CRAFTING 


This Armorer and Blacksmith menu 
allows you to craft the following 
diagrams: Boots, Chest Armor, Crafting 
Components, Crossbows, Gauntlets 
(Gloves), Junk, Silver Swords, Steel 
‘Swords, Trousers, and Upgrades, 


CRAFTING > REPAIR 


This Armorer and Blacksmith menu 
allows you to pay to have your 
equipment repaired. Single items, 

‘or every damaged item you own (at 
once), can be repaired, if you have 
the funds. This is also a quick way to 
‘see your damaged items in one place. 


L = 
Fo Note that any piece of equipment that is damaged has a small hammer icon, 
attached to it. =" 


CRAFTING > REMOVE UPGRADES 


This Armorer and Blacksmith menu enables you to 
remove any upgrade (glyphs for armor and runestones 
for weapons) that you may have augmented a piece 
of equipment with. Check the section on Upgrades for 
alist of the different (and recommended) Glyphs and 
Runestones, Only you can add these augmentations to 
your equipment. Only a smith can remove them (and 
the glyphs and runestones are destroyed in the 
process). Do this when you wish to change the benefits 

of a glyph or runestone, or you find a better quality glyph or runestone. 


CRAFTING > DISMANTLE 


As previously discussed, an Armorer or Blacksmith 
can dismantle a number of your equipment types 

y into base materials so you can recreate other (and 
hopefully better) equipment. Use this menu to see the 
components that are created, too. The following item 
types can be dismantled (at either smith): Witcher 
Gear, Armor, Swords, Upgrades, Tools, Junk, Crafting 
Components, Alchemy Ingredients, and Food and Drink 


Dismantling is an incredibly useful function of all smiths; you'll get nowhere with 
Crafting if you try to buy all the materials yourselt. It is best to salvage what you 
can from equipment left behind by fallen foes, or from older weapons that are no 
longer of use to you, oF from junk acquired during your travels, 


{f you visit the Duchy of Toussaint, and uncover a hidden Alchemy Laboratory 
under the Corvo Bianco Vineyard as part of Blood and Wine Secondary Quest: No 
Place Like Home, you can dismantle items for free! 


REPAIRING ITEMS: DURABILITY 


Swords dull, armor bends and breaks. As each item wears down, it loses value 
and becomes less effective. Hiring a property skilled smith to repair the item can 
fully restore its durability. Remember that Armorers and Blacksmiths can repair 
every single damaged piece of armor and weaponry with one choice, if you have 
the funds: Simply ask to see thelr wares, back out of the Shop to the Crafting > 
Repair menu, and choose “Repair All”. Additionally, armor and weapon repair kits 
can be purchased or crafted to help maintain gear in the field 


Some armorers and blacksmiths also have Armorer Tables and Grindstones 
that provide time-limited bonuses to armor and weapon damage respectively, 
when used, 


THE IMPORTANCE OF MAINTENANCE 


Pay attention to the condition of your equipment! 
Deteriorated swords strike for considerably less 
damage, while low durability armor does not 
protect Geralt as well as maintained armor, A 
smith can fully restore a piece of equipment, and 
itis possible to use a repair kit to restore items 
in the field, 


ARMORERS TABLES AND GRINDSTONES 


Armorers Tables (also 
known as Workbenches) 
and Grindstones (also 
known as Whetstones 
‘or Sharpening Stones) 
can be found next 

to some smiths or 

in villages, You can 

use these to provide 
temporary boosts to 
your equipment's effectiveness (armor is enhanced at a table, and weapons are 
enhanced at grindstones). Both are indicated on your maps once you pass near 
them. This is where to go to get a boost before a tough fight. 


Do IT YOURSELF: ARMOR AND WEAPON REPAIR KITS 


Awell-used sword gradually deteriorates and the damage 
inflicted lessens. Armor employed in battle gradually 
weakens and damage resistance lessens, This is your 
combat equipment's Durability rating, and is the most 
important statistic after its combat potential. By visiting an 
Amateur, Journeyman, or Master Armorer or Blacksmith, you can Repair any of 
your combat items. But why not do it yourself? 


Repair Kits (Armor and Weapon varieties) are accessible at any time once you 
buy one, as itis part of your Inventory. It is weighty though, so you may wish to 
return to a Stash and keep your Repair Kits there (or on Roach). Simply highlight 
the Repair Kit you wish to use, then the armor or weapon you wish to repair, and 
repair it. The quality of the Repair Kit influences the percentage amount you can 
add to your Durability. Amateur (15%), Journeyman (40%), and Master (90%) 
repair kits are available 


VA 


For example, Geralt's Verden archer's gambeson has seen better days, and Is 
damaged with only 20% Durability eft. He uses two Amateur Repair Kits, increasing, 
the Durability to 50% (15% x 2). He then uses a Journeyman Repair Kit to increas 
the Durability to 90%. That should te fine for a few more battles! Note that if he 
sed a single Master Repair Kt, the armor's durability would increase to 100%, | 
but 10% of the Repair Kit's improvement would be "wasted". So Geralt would have 
‘waited until the Gambeson was at 10% Durability or seen the wasted amount as a 
worthwhile compromise, 


SURVIVING 


‘Avoid having to go to an armorer or blacksmith to repair your weapons and armor by | 
‘keeping a supply of repair kits available. We recommend favoring a larger number of 
Weapon Repair Kits compared to Armor, Ideally, you shouldn't allow anything to hit 

‘your armor, while your sword should be making multiple contacts with the enemy, 
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CRAFTING: UPGRADES (GLYPHS AND RUNESTONES) 


Glyphs and Runestones are "Upgrades" for your Armor and Weapons respectively 
GLYPHS 


as soon as possible. 


‘Make sure you add additional Intensity to your favorite Signs by 
‘Imbving ail your armor with Glypts. 


By placing a Glyph on a socketed piece of armor, a Witcher can enchant the item with a passive 
bonus that augments existing Sign abilities. Lesser Glyphs may only provide relatively weak bonuses, 
but can be combined with other lesser Glyphs to create Greater Glyphs with significant boosts to 
Geralt's armor potential. 


In order to enchant a piece of armor, a Glyph of Infusion must be prepared first. The base component to all 
armor enchantments, Glyphs of Infusion can be found by looting containers and corpses. Additionally, crafters 
like the blacksmith and armorer selis Glyphs of Infusion in their shop. For those who wish to extensively 
upgrade multiple pieces of gear, it is recommended you purchase the diagram for crafting Glyphs of Infusion 
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Lesser Glyphs are special enchantments you can place into armor upgrade 
slots in order to receive passive bonuses to Sign abilities. They may be found in 
Containers, nests and the corpses of monsters. Additionally, these enchantments 
can be found in shops in later stages of the game. The most economical option 
is to learn the basic techniques and materials needed to craft your own glyphs 
as needed. 


‘Students of advanced crafting techniques may learn greater enchantments that 
can be used to combine multiple lesser Glyphs into a single Greater Glyph. This 
is an excellent way to augment your equipment while keeping additional upgrade 
slots open for other enchantments. Be warned! Once an enchantment Is in place, 
itis impossible to remove without destroying the item. 


RUNESTONES 


Runestones can be used to enhance a socketed steel or silver sword with 

@ permanent enchantment that increases weapon damage, adds persistent 
conditions to enemies, and augments spell power. Once a runestone has been 
embedded, it cannot be removed without destroying the weapon, and without 
the help of a smith, Runestones can be crafted from diagrams, or purchased 
from merchants. Crafting lesser and greater Runestones helps reduce the cost of 
‘upgrading, but requires the assistance of higher-level smiths that may be difficult 
to find early in your adventure. 


For a complete list of Runestones and their effects, consult A Witcher’s Tools in 
your tree eGuide. 


( ‘In your quest to become the most agile Witcher of all, you've focused on the 
‘Quen sign to help you during combat. Late into your adventure, you manage 
to obtain all the Grandmaster-level Feline Armor diagrams during a Blood 

‘and Wine Scavenger Hunt, bring them to Lazare Lafargue in Beauclair, and have him 
build you an ultimate set of Feline Armor, But is it? 

‘No! Don't forget that the Feline Armor has three sockets, and the Boots, Trousers, 
‘and Gauntlets each have two sockets: That's a total of nine sockets! Remember that 
lower quality Feline armor doesn't have as many total sockets: 

Feline Armor Number of Sockets 


i 


Feline Armor Total 
‘Enhanced Feline Armor 

| Enhanced Feline Boots 
Enhanced Feline Trousers 
Enhanced Feline Gauntets 
Enhanced Feline Armor Total 
| Suparic Feline Amor 

| Superior Feline Boots 

| Superior Feline Trousers T 


| Masterorafted Feline Boots — 
Mastererafted Feline Trousers 
| Mastorcrafted Feline Gauntlets 


‘Grandmaster Feline Armor 
{Grandmaster Feline Boots 
‘Grandmaster Feline Gauntlets 


Grandmaster Feline Armor Total ) 


Returning to Lazare, you get him to craft nine Greater Quen Glyphs. Now, you 

‘could have chosen other Signs, but you're focusing on making your Quen sign as 
formidable as possible, After some considerable crafting, you are lett with nine 
Greater Quen Glyphs, each giving you +10% Sign intensity. Once imbued into the 

four wearable sections of your armor, the Feline suit grants you an insane +90% 

Quen Sign intensity! And that's nat including any bonuses from Abilities! Of course, 
You have to be Level 40 to wear such an impressive out, 


Remember that the Ofieri Runewright, once you complete his 

series of quests (see page 402), offers you the opportunity to add 
Sockets to equipment that normally has fewer or no sockets. Usually, this would be 
to insert Runes into them, but newly-created sockets can take Glyphs too, Now you 
can create up to seven sockets, and up to +70% Sign Intensity to your regular or 
Enhanced Feline armor too. Or many other armor types for that matter! 


‘After some considerable adventuring, and a visit to Lazare Lafargue after 

the conclusion of a long Scavenger Hunt, you finally possess a Grandmaster 

Feline Stee! Sword. Impressive! Furthermore, it has a +15% chance to cause 
bleeding after each strike, The only way to make this even more potent, is to add 
three Greater Devana Runestones, each giving you an additional +5% chance to 
cause bleeding, After visiting Eibhear Hattori, Trentn, the Ofieri Runewright, or 
Lazare Lafargue again (the only Blacksmiths who can craft Greater Runestones), 
you have any of them craft three Devana Runestones. This raises your Feline Stee! 
Sword!'s chance to cause bleeding to +30%! Amazing! 
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‘Remember that the Ofier! Runewright, once you complete his series of quests (see page 
402), offers you the opportunity to add Sockets to equipment that normally has fewer or 
‘no sockets, Usually, this would be to insert Runes into them, but newly-created sockets 
can take Runestones too, Now you can create up to three sockets for any of your Feline 
‘Steel Swords (or any other sword for that matter), enabling you to add up to three 
Runestones to a weapon that normally only has one or two available slots! 


‘Need to find Greater Glyphs and Runestones in a hurry? Then visit the Master 
‘Armorers and the Master Blacksmiths and purchase from them, after you complete 
) their associated quests (if necessary), 


{you wish to know which Merchants have Glyphs and Runestones for sale, consult 
the “Upgrades” column in the Merchants Appendix, on page 816, _ 


@ CRAFTING: THE OFIERI RUNEWRIGHT 


A most accomplished 
crafter, the Ofieri 
Runewright, has graced 
the Northern Realms 
(and in particular the 
Upper Mil signpost area 
of northeast Gustfields 
territory in Novigrad), 
Unfortunately, the 
Runewright has lost his 
tools, and it is up to you 
to provide him with new 
‘ones. This is quite an expensive endeavor, but well worth the effort. 


THE WORLD'S NEVER-ENDING CREATION BE PRAISED! 


Runewords and Glyphwords are divided in three tiers. Higher tier Runewords 
are more potent than ones from lower tier, but to gain access to these tiers, you 
have to fund better tools by providing gold to the Runewright, as part of Hearts 
of Stone: Secondary Quest: Enchanting (see page 402). The total outlay to your 
funds is as follows 


Once you've financed this Otier'’s operations in the Northern 
Realms, he becomes the ultimate Armorer, Blacksmith, 
‘and crattor! 


5,000 crowns for Tier 1 (Amateur) Runewords and Glyphwords. 
10,000 crowns for Tier 2 (Journeyman) Runewords and Glyphwords. 
15,000 crowns for Tier 3 (Master) Runewords and Glyphwords. 


Enchanting: When unlocked, Runewords can be placed only on swords with 
three available sockets for Runestones, Glyphwords can be placed only on Armor 
(torso, boots, trousers, and gloves) with three available sockets for Glyphs; Each 
Glyphword or Runeword takes up three entire sockets. 


Add Sockets: However, the Runewright can (for a fee) add new sockets on 
items. The fee depends on the item quality. This allows any piece of armor or 
‘weapon to have Runewords or Glyphwords added. However, this has another 
effect; it allows lower-quality or lower-level equipment to be imbued with up to 
three Glyphs or Runestones, allowing you to augment your gear much earlier 
Don't forget to do this! 


ADDING RUNEWORDS AND GLYPHWORDS 


To add a Glyphword or Runeword, you must have collected the requisite 

Glyphs or Runestones and have them in your Inventory. Ifan item already has 
enchantments, adding a Glyphword or Runeword removes all of the Runestones 
or Glyphs in an item; they are lost. 


Just like Glyphs and Runestones, Glyphwords and Runewords can be removed 
from an item, but only by the Runewright. When removed, it leaves three empty 
‘sockets in the item. 


The Runewright also sells a large number of Giyphs and Runestones, so it 
not necessary to scour the Northern Realms looking for them. Of course, 
they cost quite a number of crowns. The Runewright also sells schematics 
for these runes so you can craft them by yourself, The offer increases and 
upgrades the merchant. 


This Runewright is also an accomplished Armorer and Blacksmith. Providing you 
fund his operations, he can craft everything either smith can, but the level of his 
proficiency depends on the upgrade level (during the quest): 


Tier 1 —Amateur Runewright 
Tier 2 — Journeyman Runewright 


Tier 3 ~ Master Runewright 


After befriending the Ofieri Runewright, you agree to fund his 

cause. After spending some considerable crowns (5,000), he 
ccan craft Amateur level Armor and Weapons, as well as Tier 1 Glyphwords and 
Runewords. He can also drill sockets into any weapon or armor, so utilize that 
skill as early as possible. 


With another infusion of 10,000 crowns (15,000 total), Journeyman Armor and 
Weapons, as well as Tier 2 Glyphwords and Runewords, can be crafted. 


With a final emptying of your cotters, you drop another 15,000 crowns (30,000 
total!), and the Ofieri Runewright essentially becomes your go-to Armorer, 
Blacksmith, and crafting professional! Master level Armor and Weapons, as well 
as Tier 3 Glyphwords and Runewards, are all yours! 


‘Having a set of Feline Armor (Light), but choosing the Character 
Ability “Bear School Techniques” (each piece of heavy armor 
increases maximum Vitality by 5% and strong attack damage 
by 5%), enchanting Feline Armor with Heft enables you to take 
G) advantage of both the Bear School Techniques Ability, and a 
character archetype that usually favors strong attacks. } 


‘After learning about the Whirl and Rend combat Abilities, this 
Runeword was embedded into your favorite sword. Now your 
range for both these attacks is increased by 1.1 and 1.9 yards 


respectively! Geralt is now a whirling dervish of death! 


SHOPS, MERCHANTS, AND THE ECONOMY OF THE WORLD 


Merchants can be found in the various major settlements throughout White Orchard, Velen, Novigrad, Skellige, and Toussaint. They provide a number of different, and 
most necessary services. While Armorers and Blacksmiths sell you equipment, mend and craft your gear; and Herbalists and Alchemists sell crafting supplies (as 
discussed earlier in this chapter), there are other merchant types to talk to and barter with, as well. 


(3) VENDORS OF THE NORTHERN REALMS 


‘Some merchants provide general goods and food, others deal in alchemic 
formulae and ingredients, while still others may be simple booksellers or 
innkeeps. As described earlier, vendors are marked on your map with specialized 
icons as you discover them. Some wandering merchants are constantly traveling 
the roads between towns, which places them in danger from the local wildlife 

if they come under attack, you must rescue them or risk losing their services, 
Other merchants can be found as prisoners, known as “Persons in Distress,” 
inside or close to Bandit Camps. 


PROSTITUTES AND CARNAL KNOWLEDGE 


AWitcher has certain 
needs, like any non- 
mutant, and these can 
be sated by ladies of 
the night or day, willing 
to spend time with the 
likes of him. I you're 
flush with coin and 
want to spend it on 
someone not named 
Triss or Yennefer, there 
are opportunities in the 
city of Novigrad. 


‘Simply visit a Madame at @ knocking shop in Novigrad. choose 
‘your lady, and engage in decidedly risqué form of unarmed 
wrestling 


Some Secondary Quests end with opportunities for Geralt to gain or pass on 
some carnal knowledge without needing to pay crowns in advance. We have also 
highlighted these opportunities when they present themselves throughout the 
quest walkthroughs, as well as in the Carnal Knowledge Appendix, on page 780. 


CL) BARBERS 


Se) ole. 


Geralt’s beard grows aver time, and time marches ever onward, Go unshaven 
Jong enough and Geralt starts to resemble a dangerous and murderous hobo, You 
can visit barbers in certain villages and cities for a shave and a new hair-styl, if 
you choose. 


THE LIVING ECONOMY: GERALT SELLS, 
BUT WHO'S BUYING? 


Like Geralt, every shopkeeper has a finite amount of money and Inventory items 
available for trade. The amount of funds is indicated in the Merchants Appendix 
(on page 816), while the items for sale Is listed in the eGuide Inventory, A 
Witcher's Tools, If a Merchant's funds are depleted, they are temporarily unable 
to purchase additional items from you. While their funds and inventory replenish 
‘over time, this limitation may prevent you trom selling everything in a single visit. 
if you cannot wait, consider purchasing goods to help quickly generate income. 
A better plan is to purchase and sell goods at more favorable prices, due to the 
many emergent properties the world's economy has. 
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ITEM TYPE 


Not all items are created equally. Some are made of weaker components; some carry rare enchantments. Some are for dealing damage, others protect you from it. 
‘Some are consumable while others are used to craft and modify other items. Whatever it's use, each item is valued differently based on the type of merchant you are 
dealing with, the region you are in, and a variety of other price modifications and quest-based bonuses. 


‘The following Economy sub-sections explain the various factors that affect the purchase and sale of items around the world, 


TYPE OF MERCHANT 


Every merchant has 

‘a specific type that 
determines their level of 
interest in a particular 
set of items. For 
instance, Innkeepers 
are only interested in 


acquiring foods and 

gear they to need to 

service their patrons Example: This Blacksmith is @ merchant who purchases 
while crafters like the ParcraSipaipst aunt Led - me _ i — 
Blacksmith and Armorer trho anly gives’ yoni x 0% Bowen. 

are focused on buying 


and selling weapons, armor and the materials used to craft them. Herbalists 
are focused on their connection to the land offering a variety of herbs, healing 
foods, and drink. The more scientific Alchemists are a fantastic source for books 
and upgrades you can use to enchant your equipment, learn new skills, and gain 
a deeper understanding of the living world. Both are a source of many natural 
herbs and alcohols you might need. Specialty merchants like the Barber and 
Book Dealer offer rare items you cannot find anywhere else. 


MERCHANT REGION 


The world has been separated into distinct areas, each having a unique economy 
with Its own rates and bonuses. Velen has been ravaged by war, meaning 
weapons and armor are common while food Is a rare and expensive commodity 
While travelling through Novigrad and Nitfgaard make sure to check out the 
many goods for sale. While more expensive, they offer a great selection of 

the items you'll need to heal, prepare, and maintain your gear. Skellige, while 
remote, has the best assortment of weapons and armor, crafting items and 
upgrades. Scattered across a series of islands, their resources are plentiful and 
offer many opportunities for entrepreneurs that would purchase goods for trade. 


ITEM ORIGIN 


‘Some items can be identified by the region in which they were designed and 
created. While merchants may be interested in trading for local goods, the 
exchange of rare items from distant lands can resutt in large profits based on 
your investment 


REGION BONUS 


Each Region, i.e. White Orchard, No Man's Land, Novigrad, and Skellige, offers 

aa quest that rewards you with a 10% discount toward all future purchases in 
that region. These are the Main Quests of your original adventure; finish these to 
secure this discount 


MERCHANT BONUS 


Some of the merchants you will meet are in distress and have need of a hero, While 
thelr services and goods may be available immediately, successfully resolving 

their plight may result in a 10% discount for all future purchases. Additionally, this 
discount will stack with other bonuses. For example, if the Region Bonus has already 
been acquired, successfully completing this objective will result in a 20% discount 
n all purchases from this shop. 


For Rarity, any items with a particular value are flagged in your Inventory, as well as 
_ the online eGuide charts of this guide, 


Of all the Merchant Regions (over the page), these are self-explanatory, with the 
exception of “Nilfgaard", which indicate any merchant's origin who isn't in one a 
the other specified Regions of this table. 


MERCHANT BONUS BY TYPE 


CATEGORIES WANDERING ALCHEMIST — | —_ARMORER TALOR BLACKSMITH BOOK DEALER WERBALIST INNKEEPER 
‘Achemy ™ 15% 5m O% % o% 15% 4% 
‘Acotot 3% 5% 3% ra 5% 3% 4% 12% 
Amor 11% 20% 15% 13% 10% 5% 10% 
Book 6% ss % ™ 20% 2% 6% 
Crafting 10% o 10% 8% 5% 7% 
Food 3% 3 od 1% 3% 7% 
Horse 15% 18% 7% ™% 2% 6% 
Upgrade 10% 20% & a% 10% 10% 
Weapon 12% 5 15% 2 7% o% 12% 
Secondary * % 20% Ss 0 5% 10% 1 


Junk 


ae noMis BY aa 


Valute 

recous % 20% os o% 10% 1% i: as 

Collect w% 100% o o% om O% 100% 0% 

Legendary 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

PRICE MODIFICATION BY REGION 

CATEGORIES BEAUCLAIR: 1 NO MANS LAND NON-HUMAN ‘SKELUGE ‘NOVIGRAD ‘NILFGAARD 
‘cen 15% 18% O% 1% 19% Oe 
‘cohol 10% 10% 3 20% 15% 20% 
ener 10% 0% a * 10% 15% 
Book 1% 15% 3 3 10% ih 
Crating 5% a F os 10% 
food i008 ‘ox 15% 10% oh 
vrs 15% 15% 10% 20% 2% 
Upgrade 1s 15% 2% 3 15% 20% 
Weapon 20% 20% 0% om 1% 
Taconiay “20 2 10% 1% o% 
“otk 5% 5% 5% 15% 1h 
BEAICLAR 105% 75% 15% 13% 110% 
[Noms wo | Ts ‘00% ws [ 105% 5% | 0% 
OWUMAN i308 i108 00% 115% 120% 0% 
SAELUGE 103% 105 0% ‘00% 120% 106% 
NoiGRAD 110% 0% 110% 700% oh 
NLEGAARO 105% 20% 105% = 100% 
OFER ii0% =x 105% 110% 120% ‘10% 


GET RICH QUICK: COLLECTING CROWNS 


The previous information on the economy of the Northern Realms has all the 
statistical advantages you need for making the mast of every trade you try. But 
what about other ways to gain crowns? Try some or all of the following: 


KNOWING A MERCHANT'S WORTH 


The Merchants Appendix (page 816) lists a description of what to expect 

when you check the coffers of each merchant. This varies constantly, so only 
approximate values are stated. This is helpful so you can find merchants with 
more crowns and sell off more unwanted items at one time. The merchants with 
the deepest pockets are: 


Master Armorer Yoana (Crow's Perch), the Journeyman Blacksmith (Fish Market, 
Novigrad City), Madame Serenity (Passiflora, Novigrad City), Master Blacksmith 
Eibhear Hattori (Novigrad City), Olivier the Innkeep (Kingfisher Tavern, Novigrad 
City), and the Kaer Trolde Blacksmith (Ard Skellig) 


WAITING A WEEK 


Make a note of a merchant you've sold items to, and avoid revisiting them for 
‘one entire week (seven 24-hour periods). As there's a wealth of areas (and other 
merchants) to investigate, this shouldn't be a difficult proposition. if you wish to 
wile away a bit of time, you can always Meditate and then return to a merchant 
as they start to replenish their coinage. This may not be the coin they had when 
you first sold to them, but it's a start. 


THE BOVINE OFFENSE FORCE 


Time was, if you were west of Woesong Bridge at the entrance to White Orchard, 
you could butcher the two cows grazing there, strip their bones for hide, 
Meditate a spell until two more cows appeared, and continue amassing hide to 
sell for good profit. That was, till the terrible “Bovine Defense Force” came—a 
fearsome level 27 Chort that could tear a man’s gizzards from his goolies in the 
time it takes to sneeze! Now this is still a possible plan, but results in far less 
bounty, as well as a visit from the tax man (see page 405). 


‘Another option is to make a meager wage as a hunter, using your crossbow to 
drop deer or hares in the woods, and cut them open for meat or hides. You can 
also hit beehives with a shot of Igni to clear out the pesky bees, netting you a 
decent profit. Velen merchants pay good money for raw meat, but there are far 
better methods of gathering crowns, 


COMPLETING YOUR CONTRACTS AND TROPHIES 


The variety of Contracts you can undertake (starting on page 504) are purely 
optional, but always end with a reasonable sum of coins if you're successful, as 
well as a trophy you can sell. The first few contracts may not seem worth the 
trouble for the low payout, but as you continue into Velen, you start to see some 
that offer about 250 Crowns each. Most of these are in the level 10 range, so 
ensure that Geralt's level is equal or better. Such Contracts include Jenny ‘o The 
Woods, Shrieker, Woodland Beast, The Merry Widow, and Swamp Thing. All of 
these should pay you a decent amount of Crowns, and each can be completed 
relatively quickly. 


‘As well as selling the trophy, remember to affix the head of a vanquished 
Contract monster to Roach’s saddle, as four of them grant you extra funds: The 
Doppler (Contract: An Elusive Thief, page 523), Ekhidna (Contract: Here Comes 
the Groom, page 528), Foglet (Contract: Swamp Thing, page 516), and Succubus 
(Contract: Deadly Delights, page 520) Trophies all grant you 5% bonus gold, The 
recommended trophy to find first is the Foglet Trophy. 


EXPLORING THE NORTHERN REALMS 


As legitimate as completing Contracts is, there is something natural about simply 
exploring the land and spending some time with the random events that pop up 
‘along the way. This is where the question marks on your map come into play, 

as they always indicate an item of interest, and in one way or another you will 
‘always find a way to put some Crowns in your pocket. Be careful of Points of 
Interest that are higher level than you are currently. If they are too dangerous, 
come back once you've gained more experience. Careful looting and ingredient- 
gathering is also a method of harvesting a great number of items, and with stops 
at your Stash to store materials for sale, before visiting a merchant you know will 
give you the best prices, is a good way to steadily accrue funds. 


GWENT 


The Gwent chapter 

of this guide (starting 
on page 92) details 
‘some truly exceptional 
methods of ensuring 
you win almost every 
game of Gwent 

you attempt. With a 
moderately powerful 
Northern Realms 


With 2 maximum of 20 crawns 2 match, a game of Gwent Is not 
only a great way to pass the time, but i readies you for Gwent dec, start playing 
Lorde the Gwent Players of 
White Orchard, before challenging no-name players (almost always vendors) 
throughout Velen. Every time you play against an opponent, bet the full 10 
Crowns, When you win you'll double that to 20 Crowns, While it may not seem 
like much, it adds up after awhile. It also helps you acquire better cards, too. 


FISTS OF FURY: VELEN 


This secondary 

quest (see page 496) 
pits Geralt against 

four opponents in a 
fistfight. Save your 
progress before each 
match, then wager the 
maximum amount. If 
you win, you'll double 
that, which equates to 
several hundred Crowns 
once the quest is over. If you lose, reload and try again, You can bet up to 50 
Crowns on the first fight, 70 on the second and third and 80 on the fourth, With a 
‘maximum bet you can eam 540 Crowns from this quest. 


‘Knock folk about 3 bit for fun and profit! E 


All you have to do to make sure you win every fight is back away from your 
‘opponent and let him attempt the first swing. As soon as he does, counter with a 
strong attack and then a flurry of quick attacks until the opponent starts to block 
again. Once this happens, back away and repeat the process. If your timing is 
good you shouldn't take a single hit during these matches, giving you quick and 
easy cash. 


RACES: CROW'S PERCH 
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This Secondary quest 
(page 500) works in 

a similar manner to 
the Fists of Fury; Velen 
‘secondary quest. You 
race against three 
competitors, placing 

a bet on each race, If 
you win you double 
your wager, and when 
the quest is complete 
you'll get an additional 70 Crowns on top of whatever you won through wagers, 
You can wager 50 Crowns on each of the three races, which doubles if you 
win, giving you 370 Crowns for the entire quest. It's worth investing ina Racing 
Saddle so Roach doesn’t tire as quickly. 


Example: Gallop toward a tidy sum of winnings over a1 the 
Baron's fortress. 


Once the race begins, follow the black line on your mini-map as it loops around 
in a circular pattern, Watch for explosive barrels, dips in the road that stop your 
horse from galloping, and even logs that may block your path. If one of these 
obstacles trips you up and your opponent takes the lead, don't remain directly 
behind him when you try to pass. 


Your horse will slow if you get too close while you're directly behind an opponent, 
You need to move to the right or left to create plenty of space when you pass. 
Depending on the stamina level of your horse you can canter the entire race for 
an easy win. 


Remember these bouts of fisticutfs and racing opportunites in Velen aren't the only. 
‘times you're able to acquire cash with your fists or equine competence. Consult The 
Herves’ Pursuits quests (beginning on page 496) to find many more Fists of Fury and 
Race-related quests to undertake, 
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Fights can start almost anywhere; some you can prepare tor, while others are chaotic 
and unplanned. 


ASA WITCHER 


Witchers carry two swords with the knowledge that they will be used against 
man and beast. Words alone aren't always enough to dissuade everyone and 
everything from picking a fight with Geralt of Rivia, and so it becomes important 
to live up to his other name: the Butcher of Blaviken. 


"COMBA 


Combat in Witcher 3: Wild Hunt can be challenging, even on the Story and 
Sword! difficulty setting. Geralt has a vast array of options at his disposal, which 
can be daunting at first, especially during battles where the Witcher is greatly 
outnumbered. A fight can break out spontaneously: bandits stalking a frequented 
road could run you down on horseback, a pack of wolves or nekkers can 
suddenly charge from the underbrush, or you may be caught in an ambush in a 
forgotten alley somewhere in Novigrad. Part of winning combat is being prepared 
to fight at any time, against a wide variety of opponents, 


You must also make good use of the tools available, hurting the enemy as much 
as possible while avoiding harm yourself, Geralt can fight with his swords, magic 
Signs, crossbow, or fists. He can augment his abilities with potions, mutagens, 


‘and decoctions. With alchemy, he can craft devastating bombs that can cripple man and monster with a variety of effects, or create sword oils that can help his blades 
inflict maximum harm on specific enemies. The trick is combining all of these tools effectively. 


LOOKING AROUND AND LOOKING OUT 
CONTROLLING YOUR VIEW 


The first rule of combat 
is to know where 

your enemies are at 

all times. You can try 
relying on the mini-map 
to reveal the location of 
your foes during a fight, 
but it's best to have the 
camera facing them, 
That way, you can see 
what they're doing and 
react accordingly. Of 
Course, if you're surrounded, this can be difficult. In those cases, try to keep the 
camera aimed at the most prominent threats. 


A combination of good camera maneuvering, and tactical 
‘backstepping usually reduces flank or rear attacks when facing 
‘multiple theaats: 


LOCKING ON 


While attacking with his 
‘swords of fists, Geralt 
automatically homes in 
on opponents within a 
certain range. You can 
also move him in the 
direction of an enemy 
while attacking in order 
to get him to change his 
facing. This leaves the 
camera free to move 
around as you see fit 


Lock your locus on a single tow when fighting airborne 
enemies. single threats, foes that move quickly (and are thus 
dittigult to manually track), or leaders of a group you wish to 
slay betore turning to stay their minions. 

However, when fighting some opponents, it may be wise to lack the camera on 
to them. This changes Geralt's movement so that he is still always facing them 
if they're a good distance away—even while attacking, dodging, or running. A 
gold-colored diamond appears over a targeted enemy, so you can instantly tell 
Whether you're locked onto them or not. 


Pay special attention to the Vitality bar over the head of your targeted enemy. If you 
the area around it flash red, that's your cue to parry or dodge the enemy's attack! 


SELECTING TARGETS 


In battles with muitiple opponents, you must know how to select the correct 
target of focus. If you're getting punctured with arrows while fighting melee- 
based foes, spot the position of the archer with your camera, then try to cut them 
down. Some fights in large groups are best handled by picking off the weaker 
‘opponents first. Lock the camera onto them in the middle of a melee. 


MELEE COMBAT (SWORDPLAY AND FISTS) 


This section introduces you to the main combat techniques you need to master so 
that your adventures across the Northem Realms are both bloody and satisfying, 
rather than a series of panicked sprints away from overwhelming enemies, 


FAST ATTACKS 


The basic offensive technique at Geralt's disposal, fast attacks are light, rapid blows 
that can be chained together quickly. Against opponents whose guard has been 
Jowered, you can string together three quick strikes before they even have chance to 
block. Against average humans, a flurry of fast attacks can keep them firmly on the 
defensive, while more trained opponents can parry or even count a fast attack. 


Fast attacks can be alternated with strong attacks, and vice versa. This allows 
you to string together a series of strikes that not only keeps the enemy on 

the defensive, but will also be a costly Stamina drain (to them) as they try to 
block and parry. Watch the small yellow bar beneath enemy Vitality gauges to 
determine how much Stamina they have. 


Fast attacks are easity chained together into a three-hit combiaation that offers quick. light 
strikes belore a regular Ie can defend. 


STRONG ATTACKS 


Strong attacks ignore the enemy's armor and, even if they manage to block the 
attack, the drain on their Stamina may be more than they can handle. However, 
as each strike has a wind-up time (a short delay) before Geralt's sword or fists 

finally lash out, swift enemies can actually interrupt a strong attack with a fast 

attack of their own. 


All sword or hand-to-hand attacks can be chained into lengthy combination 

of both fast and strong strikes. Practice in the grounds of Kaer Morten until 

you perfect your striking. You can even suddenly switch the direction Geralt 

is attacking in in mid-combo. This is especially useful when surrounded by 
enemies. Either quickly shift focus with fast attacks to interrupt enemies striking 
at your flanks, or surprise them by whirling on them with a heavy attack to knock 
their defenses aside. 


‘Strong attacks can really hammer the point home, though you need to time the slight delay before 
tho attack strikes, so you aren't interrupted. 


ADRENALINE 


Every attack you land builds Adrenaline Points. You can have a maximum of three 
Adrenaline Points, Each point counts as a 10% attack power increase, which 
makes it exceedingly valuable to Geralt in combat. However, taking damage can 
cause you to lose Adrenaline, and some Abilities require the use of Adrenaline. 


There are Character Abilities that can prevent this, and there are other abilities 
that increase how much Adrenaline you generate! See the various character 
abilities later in this chapter (see page 60) to see how you can improve your 
Adrenaline generation, or even use it to power your Stamina! 


SPECIAL ATTACKS 


Activating certain abilities in the Character Ability branches unlocks special 
attacks that use Stamina and Adrenaline Points, which are earned by landing 
successful attacks on enemies. Adrenaline is lost by sustaining damage, but 
certain Character Abilities can limit this loss. 


There are two special attacks for swords: Whirl and Rend. Whitt is earned by 
purchasing the ability in the Fast Attack section of the Combat Ability Branch 
(remember you need to place it in an empty slot in your Character menu!). Rend 
is found in the Strong Attack section. See the information on the Combat Ability 
Tree later in this chapter (see page 62) for more details on these abilities. To use 
them, you must invest Ability Points and then activate either by setting it in an 
Ability Slot 


SPECIAL ATTACK: WHIRL 


After ensuring that Whirl 
is set up as an active 
Character Ability, you 
can use it in combat 
As long as you have 
Stamina to spare, hold 
down your fast attack 
button to become a 
dervish of death! This 
attack cuts anyone that 
gets close to Geralt as 
he spins and pirouettes forward, sword lashing out in all directions. The attack 
drains Stamina and then Adrenaline, so you do not need Adrenaline to start the 
attack, You only need Stamina to start. 


‘Are you fighting multiple foes or want to push foes back? Whirt 
‘ito thorn liko 0 harvesting blade and watch the blood fly! 


Note that Geralt is still vulnerable to attacks while using Whirl. So be wary of 
ranged attackers and enemies trying to flank you. Large enemies can also fight 
through the barrage of attacks to still score an interrupting strike! 


SPECIAL ATTACK: REND 


You can use Rend in combat once it's set up as an active Character Ability. Hold 
down the strong attack button to begin storing Stamina and Adrenaline for a 
single, powerful strike. This attack can be upgraded to Increase your chances of 
scoring a critical hit. The more Adrenaline you have while charging the strike, the 
greater the damage you cause. 


To get maximum effect 
out of Rend, you must 
spend significant time 
Charging up the strike 
This process can be 
interrupted out of the 
attack by damage you 
sustain, so be mindful 
of the situation and use 


the attack wisely. ‘Are you tghting a slow, humbering behemoth? Rend i into more 


sizable chunks with this spocial attack: Ensure you've targeted 
your victim to make certain this vertical chop hits home! 


Try to hold the Strong Attack button just long enough for you to attack with Rend, 
then let go. The shorter the time you hold before the attack, the less Stamina you 
use; this allows you to try multiple Rend strikes while keeping your Stamina up. 


FINISHERS (EXECUTIONS) 


Mortally wounded human-sized enemies may fall to the ground slowly, gasping 
out their fina! breaths. If an indicator appears next to them, prompting you to 
press your fast attack button to finish them off, Geralt performs a brutal finishing 
strike to foes still on their feet. For those lying on the ground thanks to a bomb or 
a blast of Aard, he simply runs them through with his blade. You can also enable 
or disable Geralt automatically using executions on dying foes in the Gameplay 

> Options menu. 


FIGHTING ON HORSEBACK 


Geralt can use his swords (and crossbow) while on horseback to a limited degree. 
It's generally not the best option to fight on horseback unless you absolutely must. 
Your mount can throw you off the saddle if it gets too frightened. Watch the Horse 
Fear meter to avoid this, which stuns Geralt for quite some time and leaves him 
vulnerable to the enemy. You can calm your mount by using Axil, Certain upgrades 
for Roach (Horse Blinders) can also assuage the horse during combat 


PARRYING 


Geralt can stop fists with his hands, or deflect weapon strikes (and the claws— 
and even the tongues—ot some beasts) with his swords, By holding down the 
Parry button, Geralt prepares to guard against any strike coming at him. Geralt 
an parry anything from any direction, but repeated blows can break through his 
defenses, and some blows cannot be parried at all, Arrows can be parried if you 
spend points on the Arrow Deflection Character Ability, and you can eventually 
reflect them back at the shooter! 


You cannot parry every physical attack. Humans with massive two-handed 
weapons easily overwhelm your parry attempts, and some beasts strike with 
such power and ferocity that they break your guard and land punishing blows 
regardless of your Stamina level. Damage is reduced trying to parry some of 
these attacks, but Geralt staggers from the force of the attack. In these cases, 
it's best to either evade or dodge roll the attack, or attempt a counter-attack. 


‘An attack by a foe wha is easily parried allows you to guard against his strike, aullitying damage, 


COUNTERATTACKS 


Mastering this skill can be a great help for many of the battles that Geralt faces, 
If you press the Parry button just before an attack hits Geralt, he blocks the 
attack, then performs a special counterattack that can either cause damage to 
foes or knock them off balance, allowing you to unleash your full fury upon them. 
You cannot counterattack any foe wielding a two-handed weapon, or attacks 
from larger foes such as giants. 
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SPECIAL ATTACK: REND 


You can use Rend in 
combat once it's set up 
‘as an active Character 
Ability. Hold down the 
strong attack button to 
begin storing Stamina 
‘and Adrenaline for a 
single, powerful strike, 
This attack can be 
upgraded to increase 
your chances of scoring 
a.critical hit. The more 
‘Adrenaline you have while charging the strike, the greater the damage you cause. 


‘Aro you lighting 2 stow, lumbering behemoth? Rend it into more 
sizable chanks with this special attack: Ensure you've targeted 
yar vietim to make certain ths vertical chop hits home! 


To get maximum effect out of Rend, you must spend significant time charging 
Up the strike. This process can be interrupted out of the attack by damage you 
sustain, s0 be mindful of the situation and use the attack wisely. 


Try to hold the Strong Attack button just long enough for you to attack with Rend, 
then let go. The shorter the time you hold before the attack, the less Stamina you 
use; this allows you to try multiple Rend strikes while keeping your Stamina up. 


FINISHERS (EXECUTIONS) 


Mortally wounded human-sized enemies may fall to the ground slowly, gasping 
ut their final breaths. If an indicator appears next to them, prompting you to 
press your fast attack button to finish them off, Geralt performs a brutal finishing 
strike to foes still on their feet. For those lying on the ground thanks to a bomb or 
a blast of Aard, he simply runs them through with his blade. You can also enable 
or disable Geralt automatically using executions on dying foes in the Gameplay 

> Options menu. 


FIGHTING ON HORSEBACK 


Geralt can use his swords (and crossbow) while on horseback to a limited 
degree. It's generally not the best option to fight on horseback unless you 
absolutely must. Your mount can throw you off the saddle if it gets too frightened. 
Watch the Horse Fear meter to avoid this, which stuns Geralt for quite some 
time and leaves him vulnerable to the enemy. You can calm your mount by using 
Axil, Certain upgrades for Roach (Horse Blinders) can also assuage the horse 
during combat, 


PARRYING 


Geralt can stop fists with his hands, or deflect weapon strikes (and the claws— 
and even the tongues—of some beasts) with his swords. By holding down the 
Parry button, Geralt prepares to guard against any strike coming at him. Geralt 
can parry anything from any direction, but repeated blows can break through his 
defenses, and some blows cannot be parried at all, Arrows can be parried if you 
spend points on the Arrow Deflection Character Ability, and you can eventually 
reflect them back at the shooter! 


You cannot parry every physical attack. Humians with massive two-handed 
weapons easily overwhelm your parry attempts, and some beasts strike with 
‘such power and ferocity that they break your guard and land punishing blows 
regardless of your Stamina level, Damage is reduced trying to parry some of 
these attacks, but Geralt staggers from the force of the attack. In these cases, 
it's best to either evade or dodge roll the attack, or attempt a counter-attack 


‘An attack by # toe who is easily parried allows you to guard agalast bis strike, auilitying damage 


COUNTERATTACKS 


Mastering this skill can be a great help for many of the battles that Geralt faces. 
if you press the Parry button just before an attack hits Geralt, he blocks the 
attack, then performs a special counterattack that can either cause damage to 
foes or knock them off balance, allowing you to unleash your full fury upon them, 
You cannot counterattack any foe wielding a two-handed weapon, or attacks 
from larger foes such as giants. 


You can either eyeball when to counterattack by watching the incoming attacks 
closely, or by paying attention to the health and Stamina bars floating over the 
heads of enemies fighting you. f you see the area around this target information 
flash red, that's your cue to parry and perform a counterattack! As with parrying, 
not every attack can be countered, such as the melee strikes from powerful 
beasts or two-handed weapons from humans. 


‘A more expertly-timed block continues with a counterattack designed to knock your foe olt- 
‘balance, after which you can launch an offensive Murry. 


DODGING AND ROLLING 


Geralt can dodge away from most melee and ranged attacks. This is ideal for 
avoiding attacks that Geralt cannot parry or counter, while still keeping him 
within light or strong attack range. 


Dodge: Use 2 dodge fo avoid ranged or melee attacks, or fo start the flanking of an enemy. 


Some attacks have so much reach that a simple hop backward isn't enough to 
keep you safe. In these instances, tap the Roll button while moving him away 
from the attack to roll to safety. This costs Stamina, and places Geralt well out 
of range for an immediate counter strike, but it can help ‘reset’ the fight in a 
‘one-on-one situation, or get him safely away from opponents that have him 
surrounded. However, it does temporarily stop Stamina regeneration, so you 
can't roll constantly if you want to also make use of his Signs. 


Roll: With larger foes, or those that cover ground quickly or have an attack with a wide arc, you'll 
cover more distance with a defensive rail, 


MANAGING STAMINA 


Managing Stamina is one of the most important aspects of combat. For 
example, a full bar of Stamina is required to cast any Signs in battle. Stamina 
is needed for special melee attacks and Signs. Any time you use an ability that 
requires Stamina its regeneration is temporarily halted. You can boost Stamina 
regeneration with Potions, and there are Character Abilities that can improve 
your Stamina recovery, 


CROSSBOW ATTACKS 


The crossbow is a useful tool that can be used before combat begins, or in the 
middle of a melee. if you take the time to aim the crossbow manually before 
firing, time diates, letting you aim with greater accuracy. This effect can be 
increased through Character Abilities such as Marksmanship. 


You can also quick-fire the crossbow. Tapping the Crossbow button once 
‘causes Geralt to draw and fire the weapon at the locked-on target. You can also 
influence where he fires by moving him in the direction of a potential target. This 
‘works well for interrupting flanking enemies; just avoid quick-firing explosive 
bolts at enemies right next to you! 


With special ammo loaded or with the standard bolts, the starting crossbow can 
be fired three times before Geralt must reload. 


Crossbows work as amplifiers to the damage ratings of the bolts loaded into 
them, Always keep an eye out for stronger crossbows to maximize the potential 
of your chosen bolts, and you absolutely should consider hunting down the 
recipes for the most powerful crossbows in the game. 


SPECIAL BOLTS 


Special bolts can be 
looted from caches in 
the field or crafted at a 
blacksmith. These bolts 
are what make even 
the starting crossbow a 
vicious weapon in 

any fight 


Special bolts can have a 
variety of effects. Some 
cause bleeding damage, 
others split into multiple 
shots. One type of bolt can attract wild animals to the victim, another acts as a 
high-powered bomb! Unfortunately, special bolts are limited in number. Check 
your Quick Access menu to see which bolts you've loaded in the crossbow to 
avoid wasting good ammunition on petty targets. 


Tough your normal crossbow ammunition Js Infinite, 
‘special bolts are limited In avmber—but their effects can be 
explosively entertaining! 


It you run out of special bots in the middle of a fight, you can select a different 
type directly from the radial menu during combat. p 


BOMBS 


Similar to the crossbow, 
you can quick-throw 

a prepared bomb by 
first selecting it in 

your Quick-access 
menu, then tapping the 
button to throw it, This 
quick lob is especially 
effective against single 
opponents. If you 

want to affect multiple 
targets more reliably, 
‘aim where you place your bombs by holding down the Throw button. When 
you're dealing with multiple foes that are affected by the same type of bomb, this 
isa great way to start to any encounter. 


‘Don’t forget to soften up your enemay by lobbing some well 
‘aimed projectiles Into them first! 


Bombs have a wide variety of effects that can be useful for specific foes. 
Dimeritium Bombs can weaken magic users, Moon Dust bombs can prevent 
transformations, and the powerful Northern Wind bombs can freeze huge swaths 
of a battlefield, allowing a Witcher to quickly flank foes, 


@@ 6 @ Gsicns 


Geralt can cast five 
different magic signs: 
Yrden, Quen, lanl, Axi, 
and Aard (as listed from 
left to right on your 
quick access menu). 
Each has specific uses 
before and during 
combat. Casting a 

‘Sign requires a full 

bar of Stamina, so it's 
important to know when 
to cast a Sign and why. 


Learn to swiftly access the Quick Access menu fo quickly switch 
between Selected Signs and Items, so combat is more fluid. Or 
skvop the screen up to slow time down between maneuvers, $0 
you can plan an oftective strike, such as this alternate attack 
‘display of Ign fire; the frestream. 


All Signs can be upgraded in the Character Ability trees. These not only provide 
enhanced effectiveness, but even offer alternate Sign modes that change how 
they work in battle. 


‘You don't have to access the Selected Signs and Items screen each time you wish to 
‘switch a Sign. Instead, during combat, hold the block button, and cycle through your 
Signs using left and right on the d-pad, if you're using a controller. 


@ RODEN: A MAGIC TRAP 


Cast this Sign and a circle of Yrden symbols appears around Geralt, Most foes 
that wander into that ring are significantly slowed, though some monsters are 
unaffected by it. This circle is one of the best tools at your disposal to control 
multiple enemies in melee range. Yrden is invaluable against noonwraiths and 
nightwraiths, who remain incorporeal most of the time unless caught within an 
Yrden circle. Yrden's ability to slow opponents increases with Sign Intensity, 


@ OVEN: PROTECTIVE SHIELD 


This Sign can be the difference between life and death. Quen’s basic ability Is 

to cover Geralt in a protective shield that absorbs a limited amount of damage, 
Usually, this means a single hit against most equal level foes, but that doesn't 
mean Quen isn't useful. If you're using Light Armor, your Stamina regeneration 
can be so swift that you can cast Quen multiple times in a fight, Keeping you safe 
from damage. Investing in Quen can make it capable of sustaining several hits 
before breaking. This scales with Sign intensity. 


© (GNI: DEALS FIRE DAMAGE 


The fiery igni Sign allows Geralt to spread a wave of embers at his foes. It can 
also be used for something more subtle, such as lighting a torch or campfire. Igni 
is incredibly effective against foes that are weak to fire. It can light enemies on 
fire and do damage over time. in some cases, this effect causes the enemy to 
panic. Additionally, any flammable gasses in the air, or barrels on the ground, can 
be ignited to cause powerful explosions that can hurt and stun your enemies, 
Enemies with shields are also exposed when doused with Igni fire, and airborne 
foes swooping in to attack you can be damaged and dropped out of the air with a 
well-timed igni blast. Damage for igni scales with Sign Intensity. 


11 you use Igni to light torches or braziers, nearby enemies will notice Geralt and 
begin to attack. You can approach torches, candles, and braziers to interact with 
them instead; in a less obvious manner, should you wish to iluminate the darkness, 


ty} AXIl: INFLUENCES OPPONENTS’ MINDS 


This Sign muddles the mind of an opponent, making it possible to take them out 
of the fight temporarily. It's most effective against humans, but can also work on 
certain monsters. Target an enemy that looks to be especially troublesome, then 
cast Axii to keep them out of the fight until you're ready to deal with them, 


Axil can also be used in conversations with other characters in some cases, 
though some people are strong willed and can resist it. Avoid this by investing 
Ability Points in the Delusion ability. 


This opens new options and possibly resolves a matter more peacefully, it not 
just making the ensuing fight easier with one threat temporarily removed. 


Axil can even be used to calm Roach or tame wild horses for transportation. 
Axii’s ability to confuse enemies increases in power and duration with greater 
Sign Intensity. 


e AARD: TELEKINETIC BLAST 


This Sign casts a directed wave of telekinetic energy that can stagger or knock 
down opponents, leaving them open for attack. Aard can also blow out any 
existing fires, blast open poorly secured doors, or punch through cracked or 
damaged walls. 


Do not underestimate how useful this skill can be. Some enemies that are 
knocked over can even be finished off with an immediate execution technique. 
Foes that are normally adept at blocking (such as those carrying shields or two- 
handed weapons) may be exposed as they are staggered. Flying enemies may 
also be blasted out of the sky and brought down within reach of your blades. 
‘Aard’s chances to knock enemies down increases with higher Sign intensity. 
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During combat, Aard ts helpful for pushing foes of-balan 


‘up sword strikes fo an enomy with 
by this force. 


few deto 
dam 


ALTERNATE SIGN MODES 
Invest in the Signs = wire 


Character Abilities tree 
fo unlock alternate Sign 
‘modes that change how 
a Sign operates. To use 
these modes, you must 
first Activate the Ability 
bby placing it in an 
Ability Slot (later in this 
chapter). Then, instead 
of just a brief press of 
the Sign button, hold 

it down to unleash the 
Alternate Sign, You can read about these alternate signmodes in our Character 
Abilities section, 


ct with 9 
ou can purchase 


Sign. look tor ts alter 
and Level up 


IRESTREAM 


You're a big fan of lgni, and you wish to employ an alternate 
Hy offensive attack using fire. You purchase and choose Firestream 
C. from the igni Signs in your Character menu. Now, when you 
hhold down the Signs button, you cast a focused river of fire that 
burns with ferocity and focust 


TEMPORARY EFFECTS (FROM YOU OR YOUR FOES) 


Combat may often cause 
unpleasant temporary 
debuts on Geralt 

sword strikes and the 
claws of monsters can 
cause bleeding, or inject 
poisons. Fires in the 
environment or used 

by enemies can cause 
burning damage over 
time, Water Hags can 
throw projectiles that 
temporarily stun Geralt. Sometimes, the environment itself is filled with noxious 
or flammable gasses that choke Geralt, unless he burns them away with lgni or 
Clears the air with Aard. Extreme temperatures in the world can still hurt a Witcher. 


100 you're Nghling something as disgusting as a Hag, 
or attacks that can obscure your 


Armor and armor enhancements can help mitigate some of these temporary 
effects. Every piace of armor has individual defense ratings for elemental damage, 
Poisoning, bleeding, burning, and damage from monsters. Some armor might 
have special effects that can further enhance Geralt’s resistances to dwebufts. For 
things that stun or knock Geralt to the ground, Quen is your chief defense. 


FISTFIGHTS (FOR FUN AND PROFIT) 


‘As you travel the land, there are numerous opportunities to challenge opponents 
{o fistfights. Some of these brawls are actually sanctioned; bet upon by those 
with the coin to do so, and represent an opportunity to make a lot of coin 
yourself, But sometimes, the fistfights come to Geralt: belligerent or drunken 
thugs who are looking for a scrap. Geralt foregoes the use of his swords and 
Signs to pound some sense into them. Fistfighting plays out very similarly to 
standard armed combat: 


Combat with your fists 
involves the same 
timing and controls 

as you would have 
with a sword. f you're 
choosing to go bare- 
knuckle out in the field 
(outside a bout you're 
betting on), you can 
even use your Signs, 
bombs, crossbow, 
Potions, or anything else you need to win. 


Tho Fists of Fury quests revea! all the enemies you can win 
coin trom by displaying your pugilistic prowess! 


However, if it's an official fistfighting match as part of a regional tournament, 
Geralt cannot use any magic or weapons. In these brawls, he climbs into the ring 
shirtless, relying entirely on his strength and agility to pound his foes. Fistfighting 
tournaments and the opponents you face are covered in the Fists of Fury quests, 
starting on page 496. 


PLAYING AS CIRILLA FIONA ELEN RIANNON 


At select points in 
the Main Quest, the 
perspective switches 
from Geralt to Cirila 

His adopted daughter 

is central to the plot 

and Geralt's efforts to 
find and safeguard her 
are his ultimate goals. 
However, Ciri is no mere 
damsel, She's a sword 
fighter, trained by Geratt 
and his fellow Witchers 
at Kaer Morhen. She has seen more than her fair share of struggles in her 
lifetime and has fought through them all. You gain control of Ciri to experience 
certain events and battles from her perspective. 


The Lion Cub of Cintra, as Cirita ts also known, is a most 
formidable fighter, with more magical prowess than even the 
Butcher of Blaviken! 


Ciri is a different combatant from Geralt. She's lighter on her feet. Her aggressive 
(almost reckless) fighting style relies on a single sword as opposed to the 
Witcher's two. She cannot brew potions the way Geralt can, nor can she improve 
her stats by leveling or with mutagens and decoctions, Despite this, she's a 
capable Witcher in her own right, and possesses unique abilities that become 
more apparent during the course of the story. 


CIRI'S SWORDFIGHTING AND COUNTERING 


Cir is an accomplished 
swordswoman, despite 
her impetuousness. She 
can use Fast and Strong 
Attacks as Geralt would. 
Her combinations come 
out faster than Geralt’s. 
However, unlike Geralt, 
she carries only one 
sword—but what a 
blade itis! 


Like Geralt, Ciri can parry, turning aside some blows with her sword, and even 
counterattack if she times her defense just right. 


CIRUS TELEPORTATION AND MAGIC 


© cuarce 

In due time, Ciri gains 
immense power that 
she uses to enhance 
her combat ability. 

Once she gains those 
powers, you can 
‘execute a short range 
charged sword strike. 
Ciri focuses power into 
her sword, then dashes 
at the closest target and 
delivers a devastating blow. 


A very strong and fast attack that can knock down foes 


© BLINK Use your Mutagens: Mutagens can be used to create decoctions that are 

: supremely useful when taken alongside regular potions, However, you should 
definitely save some to enhance sets of Character Abilities you've chosen in the 
Character panel. Serious gains in Geralt's stats are possible, making the Witcher 
more durable and harder hitting with both sword and Sign, 


Cir''s ability to teleport 
acts as her dodge 
technique, dashing 
forward ina blur of 
light. Later into the 
adventure, she can 
charge up her strong 
attacks, and then 


Use Quen: It's usually a 
ood idea to have Quen 
active before combat 

begins. It's too useful to 


teleport straight at the be able to absorb a hit 

closest foe, cutting Toleport during combat to get behind your oes with no consequences, 

them down before they and if you've powered 

even have a chanice to consider a defense! This attack has short range, but little Quen up in your 

can stand up to it Character Ability trees, 

‘As her ability grows, she can create a magical field that expands over a vast alte pas Roar plictechtics phesphaytdmns deineesn hela 

swath of the battlefield. This allows Cir to teleport to each enemy caught in ede attack pon 

the field to deliver brutal slashes from her sword. These immediately stay any 

standard opponent Open the fight on your terms: Whether your plan is to simply charge into the 
crowd or snipe from afar with explosive crossbow bolts, you should always try to 

O macic amutet open battles with the initiative. Have butts ready and olls applied, then strike fist 


and strike hard. Once the fight is on, you have significantly less control over what 
your enemies do, so make those opening seconds count. 


Strike the enemy from 
their flanks: If you can, 
attacking an enemy 
from the side or back 
can be devastating, even 
against well armored 


Should you wish to 
immolate a foe (or close 
group of enemies) with 
a column of fire from 
the heavens, utilize the 
Magic Amulet attack; 
ensuring you remove 
yourself from the area 


of effect after casting ME foes. Once combat d 
this powerful spell, Calls down a fieball fo pulverize a given area begins, most enemies 

which heavily damages face you. However, S 
foes. This is great for finishing foes you've staggered, or those just completing well-timed dodges and For foes with shield, longer weapos, or large Irontalatiagks 3 
a sprint towards you, as there's about a second delay before the maelstrom of evasive rolis can create ke ba Hor dodge te the side to epen thorn Up. fe} 
fire arrives. You receive this amulet later in the adventure, opportunities to cause devastating wounds to your foe, © 
GENERAL ADVICE FOR COMBAT Do not allow yourself to remain surrounded: Geralt and Ciri are both quite 


maneuverable on their feet. Use this skill to avoid being encircled by the enemy, 
The following tactios it's much harder to defend yourself if you're being attacked from all sides at once. 
are intended to remind 
you of some basic 
rules on preparing 
for and engaging the 
enemy under any 
circumstance. 


Destroy the ranged threats first: When dealing with many foes at once, 
It's often easy to get distracted by serious threats, especially If you're being 
assaulted from all sides. Bow- wielding humanoids can deal heavy damage while 
you're occupied with melee fighters, In these instances, run down and eliminate 
the ranged threats as soon as possible. Against humanoids, catching bowmen 
before they can switch to their own swords results in certain death for them, 

and affords you one less problem to worry about. When it comes to monsters, 
however, those with ranged abilities are never the weak foes of the group. If you 
mean to take them out first, they will make you work for it. 


Pay attention to your 
Surroundings: The ‘Shh! Did you hear something in the woods? It you wse your 
fights that go the worst wyyeher Seases, you can “see the sounds (and the direct 
are the ones that stat 

When the enemy has surprised you. f you're on foot scouting for supplies, pay 
attention to your Witcher Senses, which indicate nearby sound or movement. 


Manage your Stamina: You need Stamina to fight effectively with sword and 
Sign alike. Without Stamina, you cannot evade, dodge roll, parry, counter-attack, 
or cast Signs. You can use potions during combat to regenerate Stamina quicker, 
Meditate before and after a battle, if possible: if you're lucky enough to see _but the real essence of Stamina management is to make the correct moves at 

a battle coming, meditation is useful before it happens. On Story and Sword! or the appropriate time. One solution is to wear light armor, but this comes with its 
Just the Story! difficulty settings, Geralt completely heals with a single in-game own set of problems. 

hour of meditation. More importantly, you can replenish potions, bombs, or 
oils that you've used if you have the materials on hand. After a battle, you can 
mediate for another hour to undo any damage. 


Manage your Adrenaline: Adrenaline builds up with every blow you land 

on the enemy, and is lost for every blow you sustain, Each Adrenaline point 
eared improves weapon damage by 10%, maxing out at a 30% increase. 
Getting wounded is something you always want to avoid when it comes to 
managing Adrenaline, but there are certain abilities that require spending it. Save 
Adrenaline for crucial moments in a fight to maintain that bonus damage for as 


Wf EDITATIONTS*FOR'THE'OLD MA 


Ciri does not Meditate, and she does not have the ability to use potions or oils unless 


events force her toda so. ene 
; 4 Use Signs wisely: 
: 3 * Signs are one of your 
Drink potions, apply oils, and prepare your quick-use items: If you know Eaekat conta 


what you're going to fight before the battle begins, use the appropriate oils on 
your weapons; you can't do so while in combat, If you have potions that are 
effective against your upcoming opponents, use them. if you're ambushed and 
don't have time to set up for a fight, it helps to have general quick-use items 


advantages, but they 
can also get you killed 
just as easily. Casting 


a Sign Ht 
prepared in your shortcut slots. That way, you at least know what you have pi Aten ft 
immediately avaitable for use even when you're blindsided. : 
diately available for use e you're blindside pagers j ‘ ie 
nti his Stamina is There's nothing quite as incompetent as wasting all Your 
fully rela stamina on aninettctua Sign attack. Inslead, concentrate on 


well-timed, precise magical attacks or defensive techniques. 


60 


Maintain your equipment: Don't go into battle with damaged weapons and armor. Repair at a blacksmith or armorsmith (or use repair kits) on a regular basis to 
maintain your gear. tt also helps to use grindstones and workbenches to further improve the effectiveness of your swords and armor, if only for a short time. Yrden is 


also effective at slowing opponents down enough to set up flanking opportunities. 


Know your enemy's level: An enemy's health bar reveals everything you need 
to know; whether they are harmed by a silver sword (silver health) or steel 
‘sword (red health), whether they are an easy kill (shown by their level compared 
to yours); a worrisome challenge (shown by the skull instead of their level 
number); or a foe you've locked onto (shown by a gold diamond around their 
level number), 


er possesses awide variety of skills needed to survive the tasks their profession demands of them. In Witcher 3: Wild Hunt, you have the chance to customize 


Having trouble with Water Hags? Halberd-wielding city guards got you down? 
Problems with toes carrying shields? Don't despair; this guide's Bestiary (starting 
‘on page 716) has critical combat information for every single enemy! Consult that 


section, and specific quests for particular combat tactics. 


Geralt the way you want, and maximize his effectiveness based around how you want to tackle the challenges you face. 


CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT 


Properly managing and accessing every aspect of the knowledge Geralt gains as he 
progresses through the adventure is the key to unlocking the very best from him, 


EXPERIENCE AND LEVELING 


Geralt eas experience 
by slaying foes, 
completing quests, 
accomplishing special 
tasks, or by making 
Certain conversational 
choices. Additionally, 


visiting Points of a 
Interest on your map i 

and resolving the tasks Look fo your Inventory, to furnish you with the exact Love! you 
that await you there, ‘nged to be in order to anjay the benefits of rare armor, such as 
can earn you additional ‘this set trom the Order of the Flaming Rose! 


experience. If you want 

to level up quickly, jump at the chance to take on any tasks presented to Geralt, 
regardless of their level of importance. Quests with a suggested level that is five 
‘or more levels lower than Geralt's level receive an experience reward penalty, 
‘80 if you want to maximize the awards you earn from a quest, make sure you 
attempt it when you are close to its recommended level. 


Ater earning enough experience, Geralt gains a level, which gives him stat 
increases, and one ability point (also known sometimes as a skill point) that he 
can spend in one of the Ability Branches. The obvious benefit to gaining levels 
is the boost in strength and survivability, allowing Geralt to take on increasingly 
tougher opponents and quests. The other major benefit is that many pieces of 
equipment require you to be a certain level before you can use them. 


Loveling up fully restores Geralt's Vitality and Stamina, even while in combat. This 
| sabe ued to your advantage Hf you are coe to lveling and take onan enemy ora 
|, group of foes that are slightly stronger than you. 


Killing monsters rewards the most experience if the enemy is five levels over 

Geralt's current level. The closer to, or farther below his level, the less experience 
‘that enemy is worth. lf you want to reach level 100 (the highest available level), 
questing provides a large chunk of the experience points needed. 


Experience gained from fighting changes depending on the level of the foe 
relative to Geralt's. If the foe's level is white, you gain reduced experience, as 
they are significantly weaker than Geralt. Green level indicators mean the enemy 
is close to Geralt's level, and you gain the standard amount of experience. A red 
level foe is much tougher than Geralt, but defeating them provides increased 
‘experience. If their level is indicated by a skull rather than a number, you gain 
much more experience if you can win. However, you are more likely to earn a 
swift death should you try. 


LEVELS AND EXPERIENCE CHART 
The following chart shows you the experience requirements from level 1 to level 100. 


Ability Ability 
Points 


Awarded 


XP to Total 
level XP 


XPto Total 
fevel XP 


8 
8 
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ABILITY POINTS AND TREES: MAXIMIZING THE MUTANT 


For every level Geralt eams, one ability point is awarded, which can be invested in any Ability Branch you please. 
Initially only the first tier of any given Ability Branch is available, but as you invest more into each Ability Branch, you 
can unlock tiers of abilities deeper within each branch, You can eam 99 total ability points just by leveling, 


You can earn extra skill points by drawing them from Places of Power hidden throughout the world. However, 
even if you find every Place of Power, and achieve maximum level, you cannot max every skill in the game. 
Because of the limited total number of ability points, it helps to consider in advance the sort of Witcher you 
want to play. There are a total of 30 Places of Power in the world (and therefore additional Ability points to 
gain by visiting all of them). Their locations are described in our Atlas, and also on page 774 


Are you unhappy with the abilities you have chosen? Then you can simply purchase a Potion of 
Clearance, and refund all of Geralt's invested Ability points, allowing you to redistribute them all 
again. The potion is available from certain vendors (consult the Merchants Appendix for each 
one), and when bought, the potion is found in your Inventory > Food and Drink menu. 


THE CHARACTER MENU: ABILITY TREES AND ABILITY GROUPING 


This shows the Character Menu Panel, where all allotted abilities are both purchased and slotted into play, Note that when you begin your adventure, you have access 
to all the “base” levels in all the Ability Groups, but no ability that costs points yet. Note that this picture shows a Character Menu Panel with Abilities mainly from the 
Combat Branch already purchased, and 12 Abilities with Mutagens already chosen. The Menu Is divided as follows: 


@ Ability Tree: Five Branches are available (and 
the Combat Branch is currently shown) 


@ Combat Branch (20 Abilities, 91 Points in 
Branch): Five Ability Groups are available 


Fast Attack (4 Abilities, 20 Points): 
Perform fast melee attacks with either sword: 
Abilities related to your Fast Attacks (with 
swords and fists). 


Strong Attack (4 Abilities, 20 Points): Allows 
you to perform strong melee attacks which 
ignore enemy armor: Abilities related to your 
Strong Attack (with swords and fists) 


Defense (4 Abilities, 13 Points): Wolf School 
defensive techniques: Allows you to bolster your 
defensive combat capabilities. 


Marksmanship (4 Abilities, 18 Points): 
Allows you to wield a light hand-held crossbow: 
Enables you to add more potent methods of 
using this weapon. 


Battle Trance (4 Abilities, 20 Points): Blows 
landed during combat generate Adrenaline 
Points. Each Adrenaline Point increases weapon 
damage by 10%: This allows more numerous 
and hard-hitting weapon combat. 


oO Signs Branch (20 Abilities, 79 Points in 
Branch); Five Ability Groups are available: 


Aard Sign (4 Abilities, 16 Points): A directed 
blast of telekinetic energy that staggers 
‘opponents, leaving them open for a 
subsequent attack, 


Igni Sign (4 Abilities, 18 Points): A directed 
fiery blast that damages enemies, Damage 
scales with Sign intensity. 


Yrden Sign (4 Abilities, 15 Points): Magic trap 
that slows enemies who enter its area of effect. 


Quen Sign (4 Abilities, 16 Points): Protective 
shield that lasts until it has absorbed damage 
totaling 4% of maximum Vitality, 


Axii Sign (4 Abilities, 14 Points): Charms an 
‘opponent's mind, temporarily eliminating him 
from combat. 


@ Alchemy Branch (20 Abilities, 90 Points in 
Branch): Five Ability Groups are available 


Brewing (4 Abilities, 18 Points): Enables the 
brewing and drinking of Witcher potions, 


il Preparation (4 Abilities, 18 Points): 
Enables the creation of oils that can be applied 
to swords. 


Bomb Creation (4 Abilities, 18 Points): 
Enables the creation of handheld bombs that 
can be thrown at enemies. 


Mutation (4 Abilities, 18 Points): Enables the 
extraction of mutagens from the corpses of 
powerful monsters. Witchers use these to grant 
their bodies new abilities 


Trial of the Grasses (4 Abilities, 18 Points): 
Mutation that lets Witchers withstand the 
toxicity of potions that would kill normal people. 


@ General Branch (20 Abilities, 20 Points 
in Branch): This is a series of 20 one-point 
Abilities that aren't related to one another, 
except that they are all contained here. These 
Tun the gamut from Vitality and Stamina 
regeneration to increasing your carry weight 


@ Mutagens: These are al the Mutagens (Lesser, 


Regular, and Greater) that you have collected, of 


all three colors (Red for Combat, Blue for Signs, 
and Green for Alchemy); up to four are inserted 
into the Mutagen Siots. 


Ability polnts are the key to creating a porticular character 
archetype. Gain one every time you level up, or the fist time 
you draw energy trom each Place of Power (as shown), An 
arrow symbo! tothe right of your Vitality bar shows you've 
leveled up, and have one (or more) Ability Points to spend. 


© Ability Branch (Combat Branch Shown): 
This is where each individual Ability from a 
particular branch is unlocked, and placed in an 
Ability Siot. 


© Ability Slots: This is where an Ability you wish 
to use is placed. There are 12 avallable slots 
initially, arranged into groups of three, You are 
encouraged to place abilities of the same type 
(and color) together. When you unlock the full 
power of your Mutation Menu (see page 74), 
you can unlock a further four Ability Slots for a 
total of 16 Abilities you can use simultaneously. 
This example is from a Combat-heavy 
archetype. 


@ Mutagen Slots: This is where a Mutagen you 
wish to link to a Ability Slot is placed, There 
are four available slots, each related to a group 
of three Abilities. Linking these allows for 
additional bonuses for each linked ability, $0 
you are encouraged to link groups as soon as 
you can. Mutagen Slots are eventually replaced 
by a brand new Ability Slot (an additional one 
for each of the four groups), 


‘@ Mutation Menu (shown in the “off” setting): 
By research that involves using up “Poirtts” 
usually spent on Abilities, and a number of 
Greater Mutagens, you can mutate Geralt until 
he is able to add an additional four Ability Slots. 
These are shown locked. 
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MUTAGENS: 


6 
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ABILITIES, ABILITY SLOTS, AND ABILITY GROUPS 


Abilities can be learned by investing ability points into them, but this is not enough. You must activate the ability by placing It in an Ability Slot on the character screen 
for it to have any effect. Ability Slots untock as you level, and by Level 30 Geralt can have up to 12 abilities active. At the start of the game, there is one slot unlocked. 
Reaching level 2 unlocks the second siot 


Abilities are organized into four branches: Combat, Signs, Alchemy, and General. These Ability Groups are color coded red, blue, green, and yellow respectively. The 
Color coding of the first three groups becomes more important over the course of the adventure (as placing these groups together grants you additional bonuses) 


8, with all of them 


An ax full Ability Groups, with all of them An example of a set of four h 


from the Combat, Sign, 2 branches, giving you a ” the Sign br y ar magician of the 
woll rounded eharaeter, Out one not expert in any one Ai a y ‘ order. In this case, complete Mutation research (with 
branch, The fourth General om 0 D 1 Green Mi 2 Strengthened Sy M1 the maximum Stage 4) bas da 
Geralt’s other abit : further i bilities to be added, too! 


MUTAGENS AND MUTAGEN SLOTS 


On the Character Menu, Ability Slots are organized in groups of three, and they are grouped with a Mutagen Slot. Mutagen Slots are where you can place mutagens 
dropped by slain monsters. There are generic, lesser mutagens, and then there are those won through defeating particularly vicious monsters that have been assigned 
Witcher contracts, They can also be crafted. Mutagens have special properties that, when placed into Mutagen Slots, grant bonuses to Geralt 


You begin the game with no Mutagen Slots unlocked. However, by level 28, you unlock the fourth and final slot. There are three colors of mutagen: red, blue, or green, 
coinciding with the Combat, Signs, and Alchemy ability groups. 


you have activated abilities that match the color of the mutagen in-slot, the bonus of that mutagen is increased. You can use this in many ways depending on how 
you've built Geralt. For example, if you have focused on his Combat abilities, activating 12 combat abilities with four red mutagens makes his sword strikes utterly 
devastating. The ultimate Witcher warrior is one that has researched all Mutations, and increased the combat abilities total from 12 to 16! 


This section digs around in the roots of the Ability Tree, and provides battle- FAST ATTACK ABILITIES (4 ABILITIES, 20 POINTS) 


tested recommendations for purchasing any and every Ability available to you 
cae Ls hf yey you Perform fast melee attacks with either sword 


L POINTS) MUSCLE MEMORY (5 LEVELS 


Bi comaar (abitity BRANCH: 91 TOTA 


The Combat Ability 
branch builds upon 
Geralt’s skills in battle, 


Fast attack damage is increased by the following: 


Level Increase (%) 


with a heavy focus on 1 5% 
how Geral fights and : 2 10% 
defends with “<P 3 15% 
his swords, 4 20% 
5 25% 
& 74 [Points in branch needed to unlock:O r ot 
eased adrenaline points the Combat branch of ablites x Notes: If ou have a redisposition to utilize fast attacks, and want each strike 
for tt ho crave better ways to shed blood. to inflict more pain, then use this ability. It is one of the first recommended 


abilities to purchase, forms the base of most Combat archetypes, and enables 


| 2p RECOMMENDED ABILITIES you to cut down foes in fewer strikes (as more damage is awarded). Thoroughly 
recommended, as this damage stacks with other abilities. 


Wan ability has this icon next to it, you should seriously consider purchasing ce PRECISE BLOWS (5 LEVELS: 
itabove non-recommended abilities, unless you're building a specific e 
character archetype. Non-recommended abilities are stil fine to use, but are Increases the chance of landing a fast attack critical hit and fast attack critical 
|) usually not employed as often, have special conditions, don’t stack with as many hit damage by the following: 
i enchantments and equipment, or have shortfalls to worry about. = ‘ 
ESTEE a d Chance (% 9% 
1 2% 
2 4% 
Ey oe 
4 8% 
: 10% 
Points in branch needed to unlock: 8 


Notes: An amazing ability for those wishing to perfect the unsubtle art of slicing 
up foes with swords. Though the Critical Hit chance may seem small (and you 
‘are encouraged to increase the Level to 5), the sheer number of times you 
employ fast attacks, and the fact this ability stacks with other abilities and 
equipment that increases your Critical Hit chance (such as the Ursine Swords for 
example), means you're never more than a few sword swings from a massive 
influx of damage. Think about partnering this Ability with Whirl, and think about 
how many opportunities for Critical carnage you have! 


i! ag WHIRL (5 LEVELS) 


A spinning attack that strikes all foes in the surrounding area. Maintaining the 
attack consumes Stamina and Adrenaline. Higher Levels of this ability lessen the 
Stamina and Adrenaline needed as follows: 


Level Stamina and Adrenaline Needed (%) 


Points in branch needed to unlock: 20. 


Notes: This allows Geralt to spend Adrenaline and Stamina, executing a spinning 
frenzy that strikes all targets around him. if you favor an aggressive melee 

style to your combat, and need additional methods to resolve violence, this can 
be a worthy talent to spend points on. In fact, some utilize this for every fight, 
especially against human-sized foes where you can "mow down” foes quickly. 
This is especially true if you have enchantements, armor, weapons, or other 
abilities that help negate the extra Adrenaline and Stamina needed. Don't forget 
this doesn’t work with fists, and is an “alternate attack”; place this ability into a 
slot, and hold down the fast attack button to execute it 


B CRIPPLING STRIKES (5 LEVELS) 


Fast attacks now also apply a Bleeding effect. Affected enemies lose a number 
of Vitality or Essence points per second as follows. Duration is five seconds for 
all Levels. 


Level 


Vitality/Essence lost 


Points in branch needed to unlock: 30 


Notes: Anyone skilled in quick strikes enjoys bleeding their enemies out in 
addition to all the other damage they can cause. Crippling Strikes, especially 
at high Levels, deliver guaranteed number of health points for each successful 
strike, So, at level 4, expect to inflict 400 more points of damage on a foe, 
assuming they aren't resistant to bleeding, However, you may find your three 
Greater Dervana Runestones imbued into your Feline Mastercrafted Sword 
grants you much more damage potential, leaving you up to five Points to spend 
‘on combat skills in the Strong Attack branch. 


| * | STRONG ATTACK ABILITIES (4 ABILITIES, 20 POINTS) 
Allows you to perform strong melee attacks which ignore enemy armor. 


SW STRENGTH TRAINING (5 LEVELS) 
Strong attack damage is increased by the following: 


Increase (%) 


Level 


Notes: Just as Muscle Memory was the go-to Ability for Fast Attacks, so Strength 
Training is for Strong Attacks; especially as increasing both to Level 4 allows you 
to “unlock” the second tier of Combat abilities (as you've spent 8 points). Before 
you spend wildly on this, compared to Fast Attack abilities, gauge how many 
Strong Attacks you inflict in normal combat; if you find you aren't using this 
attack type as often, you may wish to come back to this attack later. But make 
no mistake; for Combat-driven archetypes, this is a must-have purchase! 


& CRUSHING BLOWS (5 LEVELS) 


Increases the chance of landing a strong attack critical hit and strong attack 
critical hit damage by the following: 


Level Increased Chance (%) Di 


yamage (%) 


Points in branch needed to unlock: 8 


Notes: Once again, this is the equivalent of a Fast Attack ability (Precise Blows), 
and it ups your chances of a successful Critical Hit, inflicts a huge amount of extra 
damage, and stacks with the other abilities, weapons, and enchantments that also 


raise the chances of inflicting some truly horrific damage. The only slight downside 


is that you don't strike as often with Strong Attacks compared to Fast ones. The 
up side is that partnering this with abilities like Rend almost guarantees a single, 
devastating blow that will make you wince with pain and pleasure! 


Deals additional damage in proportion to the Stamina consumed. Ignores enemy 
Defense and increases critical hit chance by the following amounts. Adrenaline 
Points increase total damage by 100%, per point spent of every level of this Ability. 


REND (5 LEVELS) 


Critical Chance (%) 


Notes: This is another excellent choice for those looking to augment a combat- 
heavy archetype. This ability ignores defense with a charged-up strong attack, 
and works extremely well for those to know how to take advantage of openings 
the enemy provides. As long as you execute the attack (and time the release of 
the Strong button so you're not using as much Stamina), you can attempt this 
again and again. The Critical Hit chance stacks with other abilities and bonuses, 
making this a truly grotesquely-powerful alternate strike in the right hands! 
Remember to equip this ability in a slot, and hold down the button to execute, 


o 


Reduces enemy damage resistance by the following amounts; 


SUNDER ARMOR (5 LEVEL) 


Reduction (%) 


Notes: Though the ability name mentions “armor,” this affects foes with or 
without protective shielding, including monsters. it simply reduces the damage 
resistance of a foe by an (increasingly impressive) amount, essentially allowing 
you to strike with more damage, The best news is that once you use this Strong 
attack successfully, you can can switch and slice away using faster attacks, and 
enjoy the reduction in enemy damage resistance whether you're employing Fast 
of Strong attacks. 


Bd Derense ABILITIES (4 ABILITIES, 13 POINTS) 
Wolf School defensive techniques. 


[2] ARROW DEFLECTION (3 LEVELS) 
Perfectly timed parries reflect back arrows with the following bonuses: 


| ABILITIES AND 
MUTAGENS 


COMBAT 
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“Notes: While highly situational, this can prove to be a life saver, particularly 
against large groups of human bandits or other foes with archers. Arrows are 
often slung at Geralt throughout the adventure, and it helps to be able to negate 
the damage they cause. However, there are other abilities, such as Yrden Magic 
Trap (Signs Branch of Ability Tree), that have a similar effect with a great dea! of 
additional help to your combat. Think about how many times you've been struck 
‘by an arrow—usually in Bandit Camps—making this ability more redundant (as 
you can always dodge or deflect an arrow and focus on an archer first). 


i | FLEET FOOTED (5 LEVELS) 
Damage from hits received while dodging is reduced by the following: 


Notes: This takes some practice (as does normal dodging), but with the correct 
amount of room (don't hit any scenery while dodging), you can withstand enemy. 
‘strikes during a dodge. Try moving toward and around a foe rather than to the 
side, and learn the special attacks the larger enemies attempt, such as the 
‘stomp of a Golem or the pound of a Cyclops. Though this helps with damage, 
there is still the threat of being hit, so don't expect invulnerability! Similarly, with 
practice, you may be able to dodge any foe's attack without this ability, leaving 
you free to insert more sword-based carnage-causing abilities instead. 


| COUNTERATTACK (3 LEVELS) 


‘After a successful counterattack, the next attack deals the following extra 
damage per skill level, and is a critical hit with a chance for knockdown based 
on the number of Adrenaline Points. 


Extra Damage 


Notes: If your enemy is the type that uses swords, such as humanoid opponents, 
‘members of the Wild Hunt, and other unsavory types (but not monsters), and you 
find you're attempting a normal counterattack anyway, this can be an excellent 
choice. Practice the timing of normal counterattacks, or this ability is useless, 

If you're already inflicting a large amount of damage with critical hits, this can 
feally help finish off a foe, and at Level 3, the chances of a knockdown are 
‘almost assured (after which you can kill them with a stab to their corpse on the 
ground). The only potential problem this the relatively few times enemies can be 
countered, compared to abilities that are helpful in almost every combat situation 
(such as Whit), 


+ | DEADLY PRECISION (2 LEVELS) 


Each Adrenaline Point adds the following to the chance of killing an 
opponent instantly: 


Chance of Kill 


Notes: Though it takes a while to unlock, and is usually for Combat-centric 
archetypes that wish to place an ability in the four new “revealed” slots after 
Blood and Wine Mutations are unlocked, this is well worth adding. Initially, the 
Chance of an instant kill seems small. But at Level 2, with helpful abilities like 
Razor Focus (giving you an Ability Point when entering combat and better Ability 
Point gains), and the Superior Maribor Forest (giving you another AP and gains), 
this percentage leaps to 6 percent; that’s a chance of one in just over 16 hits! 
Now think how many strikes you connect with using Whirl or Fast attacks, and 
you can see the benefits! 


Ey marksmansuip aBinities (4 ABILITIES, 18 POINTS) 
Allows you to wield a light hand-held crossbow. 


P| LIGHTNING REFLEXES (3 LEVELS) 
Time slowed by additional amount while aiming the crossbow, as follows: 


Time Slowed by (%) 


Notes: As you use the Crossbow far less often than your swords, these abilities 
‘may not get the respect that Fast and Strong Attacks have, but Lightning 
Reflexes still has its uses. Perhaps you're trying to shoot heads to complete 

the Master Marksman Achievement/Trophy? Or you want to more easily tag 
Drowners underwater, the flying Harpies of Velen, or swooping Sirens across the 
isles of Skellige? Then this gives you the extra time you may need, Of course, 
with practice you may find you don't need this extra slowdown. 


| COLD BLOOD (5 LEVELS) 
Each bolt that hits its target adds the following Adrenaline Points: 


Level Adrenaline Points 


Notes: This helps you continuously fire your crossbow for longer, and build up 
your Adrenaline Points before switching to melee combat weaponry. As the 
crossbow isn't a particularly damaging weapon, and Signs and Combat abilities 
are far less situational, pick this if you're intending on foraging for wild animals, 
and are purely focused on a ranged archetype, perhaps with the Relic Crossbow 
Death from Above (which has an AP gain as well). 


| ANATOMICAL KNOWLEDGE (5 LEVELS) 
Increases crossbow critical hit chance by the following amount: 


Chance (%) 


Notes: It can be extremely satisfying to whittle down the health of a foe by a 
more measurable degree before charging in to finish with swords, and this ability 
helps provide the chance at really inflicting some nasty ranged damage. It is also 
helpful when used with Crippling Shot (see below), Seek out a quality Crossbow, 
‘such as the Ursine Crossbow which has its own Critical Hit chance bonus, to 
further augment this ability. 


| | CRIPPLING SHOT (5 LEVELS) 


Critical hits dealt with the crossbow disable monster special abilities for the 
following time: 


Time (Secon 


— r( ) | 


Notes: Even if you just spend a single point on this ability, you've negated any 
‘special ability a monster may attempt to use on you; that alone could save you 
from some otherwise highly dangerous attacks, such as Hypnosis from a Fiend’s 
third eye. Partner this with Anatomical Knowledge and a good quality Crossbow 
with built-in critical hit chance bonuses, and you can effectively cripple the most 
fearsome of foes before launching bombs or melee strikes, 


BATTLE TRANCE ABILITIES (4 ABILITIES, 20 POINTS) 


Blows landed during combat generate Adrenaline Points. Each Adrenaline Point 
increases weapon damage by 10%. 


BB kesowve (5 Levets) 


‘Adrenaline Point loss upon taking damage is lowered by the following amount: 


Lowered by (%) 
20% 2 


SSose 


Points in branch needed to unlock: 0 


Notes: Though itis always better to learn how to effectively dodge, roll, and 
parry (as well as counterattack) instead of getting it, sometimes your combat 
techniques fail you, When starting your adventure, especially on higher difficulty 
settings, it may behoove you to purchase this, simply so you can function in 
battle. You may find partnering this with other abilities that influence Adrenaline 
(euch as Rage Management, or equipment with added Adrenaline bonuses) also 
helps. This is also a good ability to partner with Undying. 


When Vitality reaches 0, Adrenaline Points (if available) will be consumed to 
restore Vitality, The amount restored Is based on the number of Adrenaline Points 
used, plus an additional amount, as follows: 


‘Amount (%) 


Points in branch needed to unlock: 8 


Notes: This effectively keeps you from dying in combat, which is a fantastic idea 
if you haven't grasped the concept of training with a large number of cohesive 
abilities that work well in tandem with one another. Eventually, you need to 
change the way you view battles, and utilize swordplay and Signs, Alchemy and 
defensive magic, to thwart an enemy. The problem with Undying (aside from the 
fact you need a good reserve of Adrenaline Points) is that you'l stil be alive, but 
weakened by a lack of available Adrenaline Points. Quickly use Potions or Food 
to ralse Vitality; or better yet, do this just before you die, and negate the need for 
this ability completely! 


Instantly gain one Adrenaline Point when entering combat. The Adrenaline Points 
generated by sword blows are increased by the following amount: 


RAZOR FOCUS (5 LEVELS) 


Level 


Increase (%) 


Notes: Uniess you have other abilities (or potions) working to increase your 
Adrenaline Points quickly, by the time you're ready to cast this, the fight may 
well be over! However, it is always an option to try at the very start of a fight, if 
you want to begin with a hugely-powerful Sign attack (using Igni, Aard, or Axil 
for example, or want to enjoy the most powerful defenses of Yrden and Quen) 
and you're using a Combat-centric archetype. This is helpful if you aren't already 
enjoying these benefits having unlocked these Sign abilities beforehand. It also 
works with equipment and abilities that increase your Adrenaline. 


HH sicns (as itity BRANCH: 79 POINTS) 


Geralt can utilize magic 
from five magic signs, 
all of which have 
important uses in and 
ut of combat. The 
Signs Ability branch 


dedicates one upgrade 

path for each sign, 

and within each path = 
there are alternate Sign Spending points on new Signs abilities turns you from a simple 

modes that change how 2 toa master of magic nal ts forms; both oftonsive 


and detensive 


a Sign is used (and are 
utilized by holding instead of tapping your Sign button). 
AARD SIGN ABILITIES (4 ABILITIES, 16 POINTS) 


A directed blast of telekinetic energy that staggers opponents, leaving them open 
for a subsequent attack. 


a Be REACHING AARD (3 LEVELS) 


Increases Aard's range by the following yards a 


ABILITIES AND 
MUTAGENS, 


Level 


Notes: Remember that an unimproved Aard attack causes foes to stumble; 
you're just increasing the range of the attack. Choose this if you wish to focus 
‘on the Aard Sign, either as a Signs build, or usually with Combat abilities, as 
keeping a foe off-balance allows you to quickly follow up with a sword strike, 
At higher levels, you can cast Aard earlier, which is more beneficial (quicker 
Stamina regeneration, for example). 


Alternate Sign Mode: Aard strikes all opponents in a certain radius. However, the 
Knock-down chance is lowered (until Level 3): 


AARD SWEEP (3 LEVELS) 


Level 


Points in branch needed to unlock: 20 


Notes: There are many abilities that work from Adrenaline Points, so having 

a free point at the start of any fight really synergizes well with other combat 
abilities, especially those from the Fast and Strong Attack branches. If fighting 
with swords is your primary plan, this is essential. If Rage Management is 
helping you syphon Adrenaline to use in place of Stamina to cast Signs, this is 
excellent. This is one of the best abilities to continuously top up your Adrenaline, 
as you're likely to be inflicting sword damage most often. This helps with Whirl 
‘and Rend too, and stacks with Adrenaline bonuses from equipment, such as the 
Ursine Armor. Amazing! 


i | FLOOD OF ANGER (5 LEVELS) 


When casting a Sign, 3 Adrenaline Points (if available) will be consumed to 
upgrade the Sign to the highest level (unlocking all bonuses) and increase Sign 
intensity by the following amount: 


Notes: When fully upgraded, this can be an excellent ability that synergizes well 
with Combat-centric archetypes. Enemies all around Geralt can be pushed back 
or knocked over instead of a single one; which is well worth it in terms of crowd 
control. Also explore the Blood and Wine Mutations, as the infamous Piercing 
Cold shatters foes that fall over into fragments, instead of causing them to fall, 
and freeze others that are still standing! 


Increases Aard Sign intensity by the following amounts: 


AARD INTENSITY (5 LEVELS) 


Increase (%) 


65 


66 


Notes: This is always handy to have in archetypes where Aard is your primary 
focus, and’can stack with equipment or other abilities that increase your Aard, 
‘such as Glyphs and Order of the Flaming Rose armor. If you enjoy knocking 
foes over or staggering them, this increases that potency. Aimost every foe on 
horseback falls at your Aard strikes, and knocked over foes are easily executed 
with your swords as they lie prone. 


SHOCK WAVE (5 LEVELS) 
Increases the damage dealt by Aard to the following amounts: 


Level Damage Dealt (points) 
40 (points) 


Points in branch needed to unlock: 28 


Notes: Though this requires a lot of points to even unlock, and is used by those 
mainly focused on this Sign, it is worthwhile if you wish to augment damage 
inflicted by your swords, bombs, crossbow, or other stacked bonuses. If you've 
made the proper advancements in the Signs Branch of the Ability tree, as well as 
utilizing Rage Management and can consistently cast Aard, you're easily able to 
keep multiple foes at bay while whittling down their health, However, at higher 
levels, there are quicker ways to damage foes. 


8 IGNI SIGN ABILITIES (4 ABILITIES, 18 POINTS) 
A directed fiery blast that damages enemies. Damage scales with Sign intensity 
| 9 | MELT ARMOR (5 LEVELS) 


Damage dealt by igni also permanently weakens enemy Armor. Effect scales with 
Sign intensity up to a maximum percentage, as follows: 


Level Maximum (%) 


Points in branch needed to unlock: 0 


Notes: This improvement to igni is a great asset to offensive adventurers; and 
fully upgrading it removes three-quarters of a foe's armor, improving Geralt's 
damage-dealing capacity in any fight. It can also be partnered with other Igni 
abilities, such as Firestream, for a more targeted removal. This also tends to 
remove shields more quickly than other techniques. However, it is less useful 
against foes that are tough enough without armor. 


Hix FIRESTREAM (3 LEVELS) 


Alternate Sign Mode: Emits a continuous stream of fire that damages enemies. 
‘Stamina cost is reduced by the following amount: 


Level Stamina Cost Reduction (%) 


Points in branch needed to unlock: 6 


Notes; Hugely entertaining, this alternate Sign mode requires you to “equip” 
this ability in a slot, before holding down the Signs button and launching your 
stream of fire at a foe. Instead of regular Igni, which hits in an arc, this is for 
individual immolation, and keeps the victim in a reasonably stationary position, 
too, Remember to invest in Rage Management if you find yourself running out 
‘Of Stamina. Uniess you're fully invested in Igni, don't expect this to cause any 
‘creature to topple over in a great gout of fire; use Firestream to weaken more 
powerful foes, before stepping in with swords. 


Eix IGNI INTENSITY (5 LEVELS) 
Increases igni Sign intensity by the following amount: 


Intensity Increase (%) 


5 
Points in branch needed to unlock: 18 


Notes: If you're finding that Firestream or your normal Igni offensive attacks 
aren't getting the job done, and need more flaming damage in your repertoire, 
‘spend some points on Igni Intensity. Also look for enchantments and equipment 
that help increase Sign intensity too, as these bonuses stack. Simply find a 
couple of Bandit Camps, and compare the damage you cause before and after 
Igni Intensity is equipped; at Level 5 this can really roast foes, even the larger 
monsters! 


PYROMANIAC (S LEVELS) 
Increases the chance to apply Burning by the following amount: 


Level Burning Chance (%) 


Points in branch needed to unlock: 28 


Notes: An often-overlooked effect of Igni is the continuous burning damage, 
which is simply extra damage over time, for a few seconds until the foe either 
dies (which happens occasionally with weaker foes, depending on the intensity) 
or you attack an enemy (or use Aard), and the fire goes out. As you likely want 

to slay foes quickly, rather than watch them stagger around on fire, this isn't 

a necessary ability to crave. But it does allow you to easily deal with crowds, 
lighting folks on fire before turning and concentrating on other enemies. Its also 
helpful when targeting airborne enemies like the Griffin 


Ea veven SIGN ABILITIES (4 ABILITIES, 15 POINTS) 
Magic trap that slows enemies who enter its area of effect. 
| + Be SUSTAINED GLYPHS (2 LEVELS) 


Increases Sign duration by the following time (in seconds). Number of alternative 
mode charges changes. Number of standard mode traps changes; all to the 
following amounts: 


Time Increase 


(Seconds) Mode Charges 


Mode Traps 


Notes: Allow for more tactical battlefield herding of foes through the quagmire 
of a magical circle. Sustained Glyphs adds a number of helpful improvements, 
designed with other Yrden abilities in mind. The increase in time is most helpful, 
as it slows enemies down for longer, allowing you to strike them more leisurely. 
Mode Charges increases the potency of Magic Trap, so it's recommended 

you equip both abilities to make full use of this. At Level 2, this grants you a 
second trap, effectively doubling the space or enabling you to cast Yrden more 
frequently, or overlapping with previous circles. All are designed to slow down 
and damage foes. 


Bx MAGIC TRAP (3 LEVELS) 


Alternate Sign Mode: Damages and slows all enemies within a specific yard 
radius. Destroys projectiles passing through this area. Damage increases by the 
following amount: 


Level 


Notes: A useful alternate mode as foes are wounded as well as slowed down, 
and projectiles are removed. It's a great way to defend yourself without lifting 
a sword, and an excellent method of nullifying a ranged attacker. The increase 
in the affected area over the normal version of Yrden enables you to slow 
down larger groups or foes. Partner this with Sustained Glyphs for multiple 
mode charges. 


Increases Yrden Sign intensity by the following amount: 


YRDEN INTENSITY (5 LEVELS) 


1 ‘3% 
2 10% 
E 3 15% 
4 20% 
5 l 25% 
Points in branch needed to unlock: 18 


Notes: If you're thinking Yrden isn’t powerful enough, and enemies can quickly 
escape the sluggishness of the traps you're laying for them, then make a 
concerted effort to increase your Signs and Yrden Intensity using the Glyph of 
Yrden, Griffin armor, Griffin Schoo! Techniques, Mutagen slats, and this ability 

‘As your Yrden sign increases, you inflict more damage, slow foes down 
dramatically to the point they are almost frozen, and you may never need to take 
damage again! 


[By surerctiarcen Givers «5 LEVELS) 


Enemies under the influence of Yrden lose a set number of Vitality or Essence 
points per second, as follows: 


Points Loss (/Second) 


Points in branch needed to unlock: 28 J 


Notes: By the time you reach this ability, you may have enough Yrden Intensity to 
remove foes by using Magic Trap alone, making this ability a litle less useful. But 
having foes stagger through your trap while dropping more Vitality or Essence 

is always recommended, and if you can keep Yrden functioning, you can watch 
foes fall before even reaching you! The drawback? Your sword's damage-per- 
second is likely to be a lot higher than this, especially if you've invested points in 
combat abilities 


| | QUEN SIGN ABILITIES (4 ABILITIES, 16 POINTS) 


Protective shield that lasts unti it has absorbed damage totaling 4% of 
maximum Vitality 


Quen shield pushes opponents back and deals damage when it breaks, with the 
following additional benefits: 


EXPLODING SHIELD (3 LEVELS) 


Points in branch needed to unlock: 0 


Notes: If you're feeling aggressive, you can be a litle more reckless with 
this ability active; As the shield breaks, foes are knocked back and a knock- 
down chance occurs, allowing you to easily counter or press attacks against 
lightweight opponents. The space the explosion gives you between yourself and 
the foe allows you to time an attack. This also makes it easier to know when 
Quen has run out! 


Alternate Sign Mode: Maintaining an active shield. Blocking attacks drains 
‘Stamina. Damage absorbed by the shield restores player Vitality. Additional 
Shortfall or Benefit: 


ACTIVE SHIELD (3 LEVELS) 


Notes: As long as you have the Stamina to maintain this alternate mode, this 
ability works: If you eat food or take a healing potion, then begin channeling this, 
Geralt can regenerate his Vitality in relative safety even amongst his enemies. 
Take this ability as soon as you can, and press the Signs button down to 
activate it (once the ability is equipped in the Character Menu, of coursel). When 
your Signs Intensity increases, or if you're using Rage Management that uses 
Adrenaline if Stamina runs out, you have an exceptional shield and healing spell 
in one! 


Increases Quen Sign intensity by the following amount: 


QUEN INTENSITY (S LEVELS) 


Level 


Intensity (%) 


Points in branch needed to unlock: 18 | 
ry 
Notes: Are you finding your Quen shield only holds up to one enemy strike? ag 
Are you constantly trying to recast Quen? Then make some decent headway ao 
into increasing your general Signs Intensity (using Mutagens in your Character E 5 
Menu, employing the Quen Glyph, and using armor with Sign Intensity, like Griffin Et 2 


armor). Choose Griffin School Techniques: All this increases your Quen Intensity, 
toughening your shield in the process. Then expect it to last longer during 
battles, usually an exceptional help to your longevity! 


| + eure DISCHARGE (5 LEVELS) 


Reflects an amount of absorbed damage back to the attacker, as follows: 


Level 


Points in branch needed to unlock: 28 


Notes: Though this forces you to “take a hit” and weaken your Quen shielding, it 
also reflects up to a quarter of a foe's strike back at them, which is particularly 
satistying if the enemy's attacks are hard-hitting! Obviously, you can't rely on 
this to finish a foe, but it is handy to have Quen cause damage as well as your 
offensive combat techniques, whether they are Sign or sword-based in nature. 


| =] AXII SIGN ABILITIES (4 ABILITIES, 14 POINTS) 


Charms an opponent's mind, temporarily eliminating him from combat. Effect 
Duration: 7 seconds. 


Target does not move toward Geralt while he is casting Axii, Increases the 
effectiveness of Axii in dialogues. Additional effects are as follows: 


DELUSION (3 LEVELS) 


Level Additional Effects 


Notes: Do you want to seek alternate solutions to problems when verbally 
sparring (rather than physically sparring) with characters? Three points spent 
here guarantees that any dialogue choice that can be influenced by Axii always 
goes in Geralt’s favor, Outside of conversations, this serves to stall foes, or 
stagger them at Level 3. Also use this to slow a foe enough to attack from the 
side or behind (where you can deal additional damage with a Doppler decoction, 
for example); try this on a bear before challenging something more monstrous! It 
is also used to tame horses, calm Roach, and bewilder peasants. 


67 


68 


ie | * PupPET (3 LEVELS) 


Alternate Sign Mode. Targeted enemy briefly becomes an ally and deals more 
damage, as follows; 


Enemy Damage (%) 


20% more Damage | 


40% more 
60% more Damage 


Points in branch needed to unlock: 6 


Notes: Remember you need to hold down the Signs button in order to attempt 
this amusingly potent ability: with a glow of Axii behind the eyes, your chosen foe 
Starts to attack his previous brethren (and their name turns from red to orange), 
causing no end of chaos, and helping you in the process! This helps immensely, 
allowing you to turn troublesome foes (such as Bandit leaders, or those with two- 
handed weapons or shields, or archers) into allies. Another fine trick is to cast it 
twice on airborne foes; the second time it stuns them out of the sky, allowing you 
to skewer them easily. This also nullifies large foes for a few seconds (depending 
‘on your Level and that of the opponent); so try it on a Cyclops tor example; 
effectively stunning it before trying a hard-hitting attack. 


AXIL INTENSITY (5 LEVELS) 
Increases Axil Sign intensity by the following amount: 


1 5% 

2 10% 

3 15% 

4 20% 

5 25% 
Points in branch needed to unlock: 18 


Notes: Just like the other Intensity abilities for other Signs, this enhances your 
already-impressive offense techniques when it comes to Axi f you enjoy 
flummoxing foes with Delusion or Puppet, for example, and you wish the Cyclops 
you're controlling wouldn't shake off the effects of Puppet quite so quickly, then 
select this. Usually, Signs such as Yrden and Quen are utilized more often, so this 
ability is more for archetypes with Axil as their main focus. Don't forget your Axit 
Glyph and equipment that raises the general Intensity of all your Signs, which 
stacks with this. 


Ps DOMINATION (3 LEVELS) 


Two opponents can be influenced by Axii at the same time, though the effect is 
weaker by the following amount: 


Weakness (%) 


Points in branch needed to unlock: 28 


Notes: Unless you're insisting on murdering city guards Just for fun, by the time 
you get to unlock Domination, you may not need to influence two opponents 
father than one, as a single foe acting confused or fighting on your behalf (or 
casting Delusion or Puppet twice) is almost as effective as Domination. But for 
‘additional crowd control, and true mastery of Axil in all (ts forms, this is a 

good addition. 


ALCHEMY (ABILITY BRANCH: 90 POINTS} 


Alchemy is the source 
of a Witcher's fearsome 
rafting power. As 
training begins, 
Witcher candidates are 
mutated with lesser 
‘mutagens that enhance 
speed, endurance, 
strength, and grant 

the tremendous 
regenerative abilities 
required to imbibe 

the toxic decoction 
they consume. This ancient knowledge is also used to brew potions, create 
bombs that can be thrown at targets with a large area of effect, and prepare 
‘sword oils that augment damage to specific breeds of monster. 


Whether you're crafting oll to coat an blades, turning an 
alarming facial color after too many poisonous potions and 
decoctions, or wanting fo dismember everyone with bombs, 
‘there's something here for you. 


Don't overlook a few of these abilities if you think you're more comfortable 
creating a Combat or Signs-focused build, as certain Alchemy abilities (such as 
Synergy) offer incredible bonuses to any part of your Character Tree. 


BREWING ABILITIES (4 ABILITIES, 18 POINTS) 
Enables the brewing and drinking of Witcher potions. 
| Ye HEIGHTENED TOLERANCE (5 LEVELS) 
Increases potion overdose threshold by the following additional amount: 


Threshold (%) 


Level 


1 


Points in branch needed to unlock: 0 


Notes: Before choosing this ability, and the Acquired Tolerance in the Mutations 
branch, every potion and decoction you take adds to your Toxicity percentage. 
Reach over 80% Toxicity, and you lose Vitality; the “potion overdose threshold.” 
Hit 100% Toxicity, and you can't drink any more potions and decoctions, 
Heightened Tolerance solves this problem (thus allowing more potions to be 
supped) by increasing the level at which you start losing Vitality due to Toxicity 
However, your total Toxicity level does not change; making Acquired Tolerance 
more helpful as a first ability, Choose both in time, allowing you to easily drink 
four potions without poisoning yourself, 


Each potion dose imbibed heals a percentage amount of maximum Vitality, 


REFRESHMENT (5S LEVELS) 


Level Amount (%) 


Points in branch needed to unlock: 8 


Notes: Normally, to heal during combat, you would attempt to scarf down food, 
‘swig a Swallow potion, or use Quen Active Shield, For those well-versed in 
alchemy, having any potion grant you additional Vitality recovery is a fantastic 
way to gain a second use out of all your potions. You are also encouraged to 
raise your total Vitality (via green Mutagens or abilities) as the percentage 
increase is for your total health. The only problem is reaching a Toxicity level 
faster, so employ Heightened and Acquired Tolerance to help with this, 


Potion effects don't wear off until potion Toxicity falls to a certain percentage 
amount of the maximum level. 


DELAYED RECOVERY (3 LEVELS) 


Level Amount (%) 


Notes: If you are investing into an Alchemist archetype, this ability is excellent for 
getting the most use out of your potions. For long fights, and if you're willing to 
manage your toxicity with careful imbibing of potions, you can ensure you have 
multiple potions effects going for significantly longer than usual. Also employ 
other Abilities to ensure your Toxicity stays high without detrimental side effects, 
such as Acquired Tolerance. 


|- Bs EFFECTS (5 LEVELS) 


imbibing a potion gives a percentage chance of activating the effects of another 
frandomly-selected potion, without additional Toxicity cost. 


z 20% 
2 40% 
3 60% 
4 80% 
5 100%. 
Points in branch needed to unlock: 28 


Notes: This is another ability that is perfect for an alchemist archetype that Notes: Remember to coat oil on your chosen blade for this to be effective! 


is focusing on potion and decoction drinking to win battles, but isn’t usually ‘Assuming you have maximum Adrenaline Points, or helpful abilities that quickly 
taken by hybrid build characters. As the random nature of this ability means increase your APs (Combat abilities, Resolve, Razor Focus), then this can cause 
the secondary effects of potion may not be helpful (such as Killer Whale being a huge amount of damage with a single strike. This favors a well-timed strong 


activated in a fight on land), this means you need to know what the effect is, and _ attack on a foe to ruin their chances of survival. 


th if it. Oth k 
what bonuses it gives you to get the most out of it. Other times, you receive a = | BOMB CREATION (4 ABILITIES, 18 POINTS) 


fantastic bonus that turns the tide in battle. Entertaining, rather than optimal. 
Enables the creation of handheld bombs that can be thrown at enemies, or 
B OIL PREPARATION (4 ABILITIES, 18 POINTS) dropped down Monster Nests. 


Enables the creation of oils that can be applied to swords. 
=] YE POISONED BLADES (5 LEVELS) 


Oil applied to blades gives a percentage chance of poisoning the target on each 
hit. The chance is greater the higher the level of oll used 


| «| STEADY AIM (3 LEVELS) 
Time is slowed a further percentage amount while aiming bombs, as follows: 


L : - om 
| 3 45% 
[Points in branch needed to unlock: 0 


Notes: If you're trying to manually aim bombs in a fight, and you're finding 

= yourself overwhelmed, especially against fast and aggressive enemy types, use 
Points in branch needed to unlock: 0 Steady Aim: It allows you to take a little more time to perfect a throw, and score 
a maximum effect for every bomb you use. If, however, you're finding you only 
Notes: If you're using oils, you need to be using this! As long as you have the use bombs occasionally, or you have quick enough manual dexterity, there are 
correct oil on a given enemy, there's a chance you may poison your foe. This is other, more important abilities to spend a hard-earned point on. 

especially useful against monsters that are the target of a Witcher contract, or 
foes that regenerate health. Don't forget to further augment your chances by 
selecting blades with a poison chance (such as the Viper Venomous Swords) and All bombs, even those that usually do not inflict damage, now deal additional 
the Morana Runestones. damage in addition to their normal effects, as follows: 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 


PYROTECHNICS (5 LEVELS) 


ABILITIES AND 
MUTAGENS 


+ PROTECTIVE COATING (5 LEVELS) Leve Damage (Points) 


Adds additional protection against attacks from the monster type the oil targets, Edw eae 
+60 (Points) 


as a percentage: re 
490 (Points) 
+120 (Points) 


Added Protection (%) 


Notes: While it's always helpful to increase the damage every time something 
explodes next to an adversary, the amount of damage caused doesn't scale as 


Ser aaa 
20% 
Ext 


Points in branch needed to unlock: 8 ] you increase in experience levels, meaning you could use other abilities to cause 
much greater damage compared to this. However, early on in your adventure, 
Notes: Let's assume you are diligent at learning how to craft all the available this is much more of a help. 


oils, and have a bestiary full of information regarding what oils to coat your blade | SCIEN (SLEVEES) 
with before each fight. Now you have the ability to shrug off up to a quarter of 

any damage a foe might inflict on you. Conjure Quen to further your cause, and —_—Increases the maximum number of bomibs in each slot by the following: 
you soon find a combination of defenses proves highly effective. Only refrain 
from this ability if you feel your dexterity at dodging and general avoidance of Level Number (Bombs) 
enemy strikes makes it moot. 


a FIXATIVE (3 LEVELS) 


Blade oils last an additional amount of time, as a percentage of the usual time: 


Level Points in branch needed to unlock: 20 


Notes: You're usually able to carry up to four bombs of the same type in each 
quick menu slot, ready to be lobbed at enemies. Efficiency ups this total, so at 
Points in branch needed to unlock: 20 Level 5 you're able to carry nine bombs in either slot instead. That's 18 bomb- 
throwing opportunities before you need to delve into your Inventory Menu to find 
Notes: This is a straightforward ability to understand, and should be taken only more explosives! If you're using bombs frequently, this is great, though it doesn’t 
if you're finding that your oil is wearing off too soon during a fight. Level 3 of this _ increase potency or other effects at all, only what you can carry. If it's taking 


ability may not be needed at all (especially as oils are relatively easy to craft); more than eight bombs (four in each slot) to take down foes in a fight, choose 
you don't need to coat a weapon in oil once the foes you used it on are lying this. If you can manage without a large amount of explosives in your breeches, 
dead at your feet! ignore this (especially if you don’t have nine bombs to place in a slot). 
Bx HUNTER INSTINCT (5 LEVELS) B vr CLUSTER BOMBS (5 LEVELS) 


When Adrenaline Points are at their maximum, critical hit damage against the Upon detonation, bombs separate into explosive fragments; 
targeted enemy type is increased by the following amount 


Points in branch needed to unlock: 28 nf 


‘ 


‘Notes: If you're really pushing the plan to destroy foes purely by explosive 
warfare, this is the ultimate in dismemberment! Though you take damage if 
struck by your own bombs, it is usually worth it for the entertainment value 
alone. Interior locations with multiple foes become horrific dismemberment 
abattoirs! It essentially turns any bomb into up to six fragments that detonate 
with the same force as the main bomb. Remember that Grapeshot already 
‘Separates before exploding, so the effects aren't quite as severe. But for 
everything else, expect carnage! 


B MUTATION (4 ABILITIES, 18 POINTS) 


Enables the extraction of mutagens from the corpses of powerful monsters. 
Witchers use these to grant their bodies new abilities. Note these are distinct and 
different from the Mutations Menu. 


EB acouiren TOLERANCE (3 LEVELS) 


Every known particular level of an alchemy formula increases maximum Toxicity 


Notes: Before choosing this ability, and the Heightened Tolerance in the Brewing 
branch, every potion and decoction you take adds to your Toxicity percentage. Reach 
‘over 80% Toxicity, and you lose Vitality; the “potion overdose threshold.” Hit 100% 
Toxicity, and you can’t drink any more potions and decoctions. Acquired Tolerance 
‘solves this problem by raising your total Toxicity level. Even though you still lose 
Vitality when you reach 80% of your total Toxicity, that Toxicity is bigger (effectively 
doubled), and is therefore more helpful than Heightened Tolerance. Choose both in 
time, allowing you to easily drink four potions without poisoning yourself. 


TISSUE TRANSFORMATION (5 LEVELS) 
‘When consumed, mutagen decoction increases maximum Vitality by a set 
fumber of points for decoction’s effective duration: 


Level Increased Vitality (Points) 


Notes: if you're experimenting with Decoctions, including drinking two at once to 
gain multiple bonuses during battle, and don’t want to worry too much about the 
Vitality drain from becoming to “toxic,” invest in this ability. If you've invested in the 
‘two “Tolerance” Alchemy abilities, this can up the number of decoctions, and grant 
you a huge bonus to your health (without it reducing due to you being poisoned by 
ecoctions, as your threshold for tolerance is raised). Do you need more Vitality in a 
fight, and enjoy the taste of a decoction (or four)? Then pick this ability! 


| SYNERGY (5 LEVELS) 


Increases bonus for mutagen placed in mutagen slot by an additional amount, 
as follows: 


Level 


Notes: Want a potentially massive boost in mutagen effectiveness? Then access 
this ability. If you've spent points evenly between the Combat and Alchemy 
branches just to unlock this, then maximize this ability's effectiveness. Geralt is 
@ formidable monster in melee combat with the right mutagens! For example, 
{et's say you have a Greater Green Mutagen (+150 Vitality) in one of your four 
character slot areas, along with three Alchemy abilities (raising your Vitality to 
+600). Add a Level 5 Synergy, and you gain an additional 300 Vitality (+900). 
Are all four character slots using Greater Green Mutagens (with an all-Alchemy 
archetype)? Then your Vitality shoots up to +3,600! Remember this only applies 
to Green Mutagens, 


B ADAPTATION (5 LEVELS) 
Extends effective duration of all mutagen decoctions by the following amount: 


Level 


Notes: Remember this only affects decoctions, rather than potions. If you're 
‘Alchemy-based in your abilities, this is a superb skill to acquire, though you 
are encouraged to check whether decoctions are running out during combat 
first. If you need the extra time, or wish to move from combat to combat with 
decoctions working continuously (and have the Toxicity tolerance to help cope 
with the Vitality drains), this is a great idea. Otherwise, you may wish to ignore 
this for other abilities (especially if you find decoctions easy to craft). 


Bh reat oF THE Grasses (4 ABILITIES, 18 POINTS) 


Mutation that lets Witchers withstand the toxicity of potions that would kill 
normal people. Note these are distinct and different from the Mutations Menu. 


I: | FRENZY (3 LEVELS) 


If potion Toxicity is above 0, time automatically slows when an enemy is about to 
perform a counterattack. The slowing effect and duration increase as follows: 


Slowing Effect and Duration 


Notes: If you're known to partake in copious potion-chugging, this is amazingly 
useful; the ability to read when an enemy is about to counter-attack, and have 
the time to properly react to it, can be game-changing. So long as you have 
potions to use, you can receive something positive out of the Toxicity that is 
‘building up inside Geralt. However, later into your adventure, when you've 
Correctly timed your parrying, this becomes less useful, as it is highly situational, 


B ENDURE PAIN (5 LEVELS) 


Increases maximum Vitality by the following amount, when Toxicity exceeds the 
safe threshold: 


Amount 


Notes: This ability remains dormant at all times until the decoctions and potions 
you've taken cause your Toxicity tolerance levels to be reached, Instead of a 
large Vitality loss and a slow reduction in your health, your Vitality increases, 
instead. There are other ways to stop Vitality loss (the “Tolerance” abilities for 
example), making this less effective, especially if you don't take multiple potions 
‘and decoctions in every fight. But if you do, and don't have the Vitality to finish a 
fight while being poisoned by your own drinking habits, choose this ability. 


B FAST METABOLISM (5 LEVELS) 
Toxicity drops by a set number of points per second faster than normal. 


Points per Second 


Notes: This ostensibly allows you to swig down more potions and decoctions 
‘80 your Vitality losses once you reach unsafe Toxicity levels are minimized. 


While this sounds great in theory, and is a good choice if you aren't building a 
character that is utilizing linked alchemy abilities to flirt with keeping Toxicity 
high, it usually isn’t necessary if you've purchased Acquired Tolerance, or simply 
don't drink multiple decoctions in a fight (to reach unsafe levels). It is also one 
of the few abilities that shouldn't be partnered with another ability; Delayed 
Reaction is far less effective if your Toxicity reduction is sped up. 


@ KILLING SPREE (5 LEVELS) 


If potion Toxicity is above 0, each opponent killed increases the chance for a 
critical hit by an additional amount, as follows: 


Points In branch needed to unlock: 28. 


Notes: This works with potions rather than decoctions, and basically allows 
you a greater chance of scoring a critical hit for bonus damage. This is highly 
situational (you need to have used potions so your Toxicity is over zero, and you 
need to have a good Critical Damage bonus once the hit actually wounds a foe), 
but it does stack with your other attacks that have a critical hit chance. The 
biggest problem is the large number of points needed to access Killing Spree. 
After 28 ability points are spent, you may well be defeating foes without the 
need for this extra critical hit chance, and there are much more potent Alchemy 
abilities to spend your points on (like Synergy). 


BEM ceNeRAL (ABILITY BRANCH: 20 POINTS) 


The General Abilities 
branch does not 

focus on any given 
aspect of a Witcher’s 
skills. However, the 
abilities found here 
can influence your 
overall archetype. You 
can purchase any of 
the 20 abilities here at 
any time you like (none 
need to be “unlocked"), 


General Abitities are color-coded yellow, and ofter 3 variety of 
‘tfects. Some of the best are the Techniques, granting amazing 
armor boauses for only one ability point (such as Griffin Schoo! 
Tochniques, offering excellent bonuses to your Sign Intensity 


and each one costs only and Stamina for each piece of medium armor you wear)! Use 
a single point (none of them to gain statistical bonuses depending on the armor you 
them have "Levels"), ‘wear, Pictured ts an example ot Aard ats maximum intensity; 


Ie bandits 
However, unlike groups wane ee! 


‘of Combat, Signs, or Alchemy abilities, these do not “stack” together with 
Mutagens, lessening their usefulness. As you progress, you may find no more 
than three of these abilities are needed when perfecting a character build. 


| METABOLISM BOOSTS 


Hf available, Adrenaline Points will be consumed to reduce the Toxicity cost of 
drinking potions by 33% per point. Does not affect mutagen decoctions. 


{[Points in branch needed to unlock: 0 


| ADVANCED PYROTECHNICS 
Damage dealt by a bomb’s explosion generates 0.1 Adrenaline Points. 


[Points in branch needed to unlock: 0 


Notes: You're usually employing bombs at only limited points during your 
adventure. But if you're lobbing explosives at foes more often than slaying 

with swords, give this ability a chance; the Adrenaline Points it helps generate 
(through damage; you must hurt a foe with a bomb!) helps you continue the 
fight. Note that bombs which explode into fragments, and therefore inflict more 
damage (and to multiple targets) generate more APs, However, it is usually better 
to utilize Combat abilities (as each gives an AP gain) instead. 


Hix BATTLE FRENZY 


Instead of its previous effect, Battle Trance now increases critical hit chance by 
8% per Adrenaline Point. 


{Points in branch needed to unlock: O ] 


Notes: Battle Trance is a branch of your Combat abilities, and each time you land 

a blow in combat, Adrenaline Points are generated. Each AP increases weapon, 
damage by 10 percent. But with Battle Frenzy, each AP increases your critical hit 
chance by eight percent instead. This is helpful for character archetypes where your 
critical damage is large, but your chance of scoring a critical hit is low. Of course, 
you can also use it with characters that already have a higher chance to score 
critical hits, and almost guarantee a critical hit for each attack! Simply check to see 
how impressive your critical damage is first, so you're maximizing this ability. 


B STRONG BACK 
Maximum inventory weight is increased by 60. 


{Points in branch needed to unlock: 0 ] 


Notes: This is a helpful “spare” ability to purchase and utilize when you're foraging, 
father than preparing for a difficult battle. Before you choose it, think about the 
weight bonuses that adding Saddlebags to Roach gives you, and the items you can 
store in your Stash chests. If you still need more carry weight, pick this. 


3 | GORGED ON POWER 


The bonus from a chosen Place of Power lasts indefinitely ~ but one such bonus 
can be active at a given time. 


[Points in branch needed to unlock: 0 


Notes: Though this isn’t as useful as one of the three “Techniques” General 
abilities or Rage Management, having a permanent bonus from one of the Places 
‘of Power (which increases the intensity of one of your five Signs) is moderately 
beneficial. But remember you still have to equip this ability into a slot, so this 
takes away a bonus that may stack, or offer larger bonuses when partnered 
with a Mutagen (such as linking three Signs abilities together in your Character 
Menu). Also, with Fast-Travel you're always less than 30 minutes away from a 
Place of Power to redraw the power from (30 minutes being the time the power 
normally lasts for). 


a] BALANCED DIET 
Vitality Regeneration after eating lasts 20 minutes. 


Notes: This can be helpful if you haven't bothered to place many points into 
Alchemy to build up your tolerance, or you want to drink more Potions as combat 
progresses. The Adrenaline Point deduction can be worrying if you're using other 
abilities (like sword attacks!) that require Adrenaline too, so check the benefits 
‘of swigging multiple potions outweigh your AP drain, Beware of using this with 
certain abilities (such as Endure Pain) that actually require a Toxicity level, as this 
makes acquiring a high Toxicity more difficult! 


| TRICK SHOT 


You can shoot one additional bolt before you must reload. 


Points in branch needed to unlock: 0 ] 


Notes: This affects any “Food” items only, such as dumplings and other goods 
found sold primarily by Innkeeps. Though helpful, there are much more potent 
potions to use during combat, and the simple act of Meditation restores Vitality 
‘once combat is over. However, if you lack potions and decoctions, and primarily 
use food during fights to increase your health, this is most helpful, 


B IN COMBAT'S FIRES 
You ignore bomb and special bolt effects. 


[Points in branch needed to unlock: 0 


Points in branch needed to unlock: 0 ] 


Notes: If you're finding it troublesome to fiddle with your crossbow string every 
0 often, and you're focusing on an archetype that is mainly planning on dropping 
every foe using a crossbow from a distance, then this is marginally useful. But 
there are many more helpful abilities, Think about how often you're reloading a 
crossbow in fights compared to, say, using a sword and requiring an Adrenaline 
boost. if the answer is “not as often,” then this ability may not be for you. 


Notes: One of the biggest drawbacks when using bombs or special bolts at 


close range, is being struck by shrapnel, or the after-effects of an explosion. This 


nullifies that completely, and is a reasonable choice for those wishing to engage 
foes (particularly crowds of bandits) in more brazen combat while juggling, 
projectiles. The only negative of this ability, is the lack of obvious times when it, 
helps you immeasurably (you'can heal, or be more careful with your area-effect 
weapons instead). butt dogs help fihig ta Romie aoa haa . 
like dungeons. , 


| ABILITIES AND | 
MUTAGENS 


2 Bomb damage is increased by 200% — but the number of bombs in slots is 
decreased by 50%. This does not apply to bombs which deal no damage. 


[Points in branch needed to unlock: 0 ] 


Notes: For any bomb causing pain on your foe, the number you carry is halved, 
but the damage is doubled. This allows you to drop a well-aimed bomb on a 
large enemy or group of foes, and really decimate them with a single strike, 
The downside is if you miss! In addition, as this takes up an Ability slot, you 
may find that lobbing two bombs of regular damage is just as effective (and 
doesn't require you to purchase this skill). However, if you're wishing to clear 

a battlefields of enemies with a single bomb, or wish your bombs did greater 
damage (and you end up having some left over after each combat), pick this skill, 
then augment it by working at your Corvo Bianco Alchemy Lab (when unlocked, 
which adds one to each bomb count), as well as Efficiency and Cluster Bombs 
from the Aichemy Tree that help increase your bomb number and potency, too. 


3 | RELENTLESS ATTACK 


Each defensive action generates Adrenaline Points: Parries 0.1 points, 
Counterattacks 0.4 points, Dodges 0.3 points, Leaps 0.2 points. Cannot be 
activated more than once every 5 seconds. 


{[Points in branch needed to unlock: 0 | 


Notes: If you're the type of Witcher who tends to try a more defensive strategy 
when facing bandits and monsters, and find you're running out of Adrenaline 
Points, then give this ability a try. Though its biggest downside is its activation 
delay (once every five seconds), having a quicker regeneration of Adrenaline 
Points is always helpful. This allows you to use the enemy's attacks against 
them; Countering and claiming almost half an AP at the same time! Obviously, 
Counters and Dodges are the best way to increase your AP with this Ability as 
they have the highest partial-point number, so focus on those instead of Parrying. 
This forces you to perfect Counters, and therefore keeps you effective in combat 
for longer. However, you may have other ways to keep your APs up, making this 
Abllity unnecessary. 


= | SUN AND STARS 


During the day, Vitality regenerates by an additional 10 points per second when 
not in combat. At night, Stamina regenerates by an additional 1 point per second 
during combat. 


Points in branch needed to unlock: 0 


Notes: This is useful to start with, and especially so when attempting the Blood 
‘and Broken Bones! Or Death March! difficulty modes. The additional boosts to 
health and Stamina regeneration can be the difference between success and 
fallure. However, your Vitality can regenerate fully when you Meditate, and the 
time of day means this isn't a constant regeneration of Stamina. A better plan is 
a fool-proof plan of purchasing abilities for a particular character archetype, and 
using Potions, 


2: a ADRENALINE BURST 


Increases Adrenaline generation by 5%. Using Signs now generates 
‘Adrenaline Points. 


[Points in branch needed to unlock: 0 1 


Notes: Useful earlier rather than later into your adventure, this is mainly utilized 
by those investing heavily in Signs, in conjunction with the Rage Management 
General ability (which allows you to cast Signs using Adrenaline Points). Combat/ 
‘Sign hybrids, who wish to use Ursine gear (with Adrenaline bonuses) but also 
‘employ Signs may also find this helpful. In the field, this simply allows you 

to cast Signs more frequently in combat. As you gain experience however, 

this becomes less helpful as your later Sign abilities tend to allow Stamina 
fegeneration without the need for waiting, which is what this ability circumvents. 


Bl Focus 


Adrenaline Points increase both weapon damage and Sign intensity. 


Points in branch needed to unlock: 0 J 


Notes: Adrenaline, under ideal circumstances, only gets used up when you make 
use of an ability that requires it. Focus allows Adrenaline that isn’t being used 
to increase your weapon damage and Sign intensity, effectively giving you free 
additional combat potential, 


Itcan also be combined with Battle Frenzy (a General ability listed previously) so 
‘that the Battle Trance passive bonuses are applied, along with the ones for Battle 
Frenzy. Though there are ways to increase weapons damage and Sign intensity 
by other means (the Sign Branches’ “Intensity” abilities that can increase Sign 
Intensity by far more than Focus), this is worth considering. 


| - | METABOLIC CONTROL 
Increases maximum Toxicity by 30 points. 


[Points in branch needed to unlock: 0 


Notes: If you're drinking your own brews heavily and often, the extra points of 
Toxicity can mean the difference between using a White Raffard's Decoction in a 
heated battle, or not. However, the Alchemy ability Acquired Tolerance is a better 
bet; in the long run this adds much more to your Toxicity level, and there are 
other benefits for having an almost maxed-out Toxicity sooner, such as 

Delayed Recovery. 


@ SURVIVAL INSTINCT 
Increases maximum Vitality by 500. 


{Points in branch needed to unlock: 0 ] 


Notes: Though helpful in the early days of your adventuring, you should be 
focusing on abilities that stack with each other, and offer a constant regeneration 
of Adrenaline, Vitality, or Stamina. Simply adding to your health keeps you in 
fighting shape for longer, but think about investing your point into better sword 
Skills or Sign abilities, Why not invest in Quen’s Exploding Shield instead? 
Improve your combat prowess so foes find it harder to whittle down your Vitality! 


i: Fa BEAR SCHOOL TECHNIQUES 


Each piece of heavy armor increases the maximum Vitality by 5% and strong 
attack damage by 5%. 


Points in branch needed to unlock: 0 


Notes: If you are focusing on a character that uses the Strong Attacks from the 
Combat Branch of the Ability Tree, and also require a higher Vitality (which you 
can add more to using Green Mutagens), this is a key ability and utilized time 
and time again for those wanting to wear (and gain the added benefits of) Heavy 
Armor. This bonus can get extremely high, as there are four pieces of armor 

‘to wear (torso, gloves, trousers, and boots), Remember that the Runewright's 
Glyphword “Heft” causes any armor to be treated as Heavy Armor, if you want to 
‘mix and match equipment but still use this bonus, 


Bx RAGE MANAGEMENT 


If your current Stamina level is too low, Signs can be cast using Adrenaline Points. 
Points in branch needed to unlock: 0 


Notes: This forms the foundation of many different archetypes, and should be 
seriously considered in almost every adventure. Partner this ability with other 
elements that increase your Adrenaline Points, such as Razor Focus or Ursine 
Witcher gear. Or Whirl, which actually generates Adrenaline Points! Then simply 
let rip with any and all Signs, and continue to cast (using Adrenaline) when your 
‘Stamina is depleted! With a number of methods of maintaining a reservoir of 
Adrenaline, you may never run out of Sign power again! Feel free to continuously 
light foes on fire with igni, or cause damage while defending yourself with Quen 
Active Shield, with fewer worries about lacking Sign-casting capabilities, This is 
‘tremendous help for hybrid or Signs archetypes, and even pure Combat builds 
benefit (as you should have a healthy Adrenaline Point regeneration, allowing 
both swordplay and Signs without rest!). 


Hx GRIFFIN SCHOOL TECHNIQUES 


Each piece of medium armor increases Sign intensity by 5% and Stamina 
regeneration by 5%. 


[Points in branch needed to unlock: 0 ] 


Notes: Are you wearing Medium armor (or using the Glyphword "Balance" 

‘that allows any armor to be treated as Medium armor)? Does your character 
‘specialize primarily in magic that requires an impressive Sign intensity and 
‘Stamina regeneration? Then this is a must-have ability! Choose this as soon as 
possible, then find four pieces of medium armor (torso, gloves, trousers, and 
boots) to wear. This offers large and easy to obtain bonuses and should be the 
Cornerstone of a mage-style archetype. 


Hx CAT SCHOOL TECHNIQUES 


i] STEADY SHOT 


Each piece of light armor increases critical hit damage by 25% and fast attack Crossbow bolts deal 25% more damage. 


damage by 5%. 
Points in branch needed to unlock: 0 
Points in branch needed to unlock: 0 
Notes: You may find partnering the Marksmanship Combat Abilities, which also 
Notes: If you're utilizing a Combat-centric archetype and paying particular augment your crossbow, more helpful as you can place them with Combat 
attention to Fast attacks, as well as scoring critical hs, then this is an Abilities for Mutagen bonuses, whereas this is a stand-alone ability. While it's 
exceptional ability, and the cornerstone of a build. It offers immediate and helpful to tag a foe at range in fewer hits, especially when using bolts that you 


‘multiple bonuses (with only one ability point expended!) as long as you're clad only have a finite supply of, the fact that there's an infinite supply of bolts means 
in Light Armor, such as the Feline torso, gloves, trousers, and boots. Alternatively, shots may not need to count in most situations. If you want to be the ultimate 
have the Runewright enchant the Levity Glyphword, turning any armor you're huntsman though, this is a good ability to add. 

wearing into Light Armor, which also enables this ability. 


| MUTAGEN BRANCH 


Mutagen Name 
Katakan Mutagen 


This branch simply lists all the Mutagens you have successfully collected, or created into Mutagens of a 
different size or color. The following chart lists all available Mutagens that can be used in conjunction with 
Activated Abilities (that are in your “slots”) to provide statistic bonuses for Geralt, as well as the type of 
creatures that may possess them. The chart concludes with a list of Lesser, Regular, and Greater Mutagens, 
and their effects. 


‘Mutagens increase the effectiveness of the Ability Tree that matches its color, and are also used when researching Blood and Wine 
‘Mutations. There are recipes for Mutagens to find as loot or for purchase from vendors, as well as ingredients you can grow in your 
Corvo Bianco greenhouse, al found during the Blood and Wine Expansion, Add Mutagens to your Character Menu. 


Pri Weight 


‘Rrachas Mutagen Ew} 


Cockatrice Mutagen 


ABILITIES AND 
MUTAGENS: 


c 


Griffin Mutagen 


Wate Hon Mute 


Nightwraith Mutagen 


ximmara Mutagen 


@| Chort Mutagen 


[9 [rae 


@| Wyvern Mutagen 


[x2 | Bopper Mutagen 


‘Troll Mutagen 


Noonwraith 


@| Succubus Mutagen 


|| creator Foiet Matagen 


Fiend Mutagen 


Forktall mutagen 


Grave Hag Mutagen 
‘Wraith Mutagen __ 
| Earth Elemental Mutagen 


Basilisk Mutagen 


‘@| Werewolf Mutagen 


[i Nekkor Warrior Mutagen 


@| Leshen Mutagen 


Lesser ed AGE 


Lesser Green Mutagen 


| Lesser Blue Mutagen 
C) 


Red Mutagen 


HEH il A HH 


$7% Sign Intensity 


+100 Vitality 


eer | 
Sa 
| eae 
[| Exnidna Mutagen 
@| Ancient Lestien Mutagen 
ae 


+10% Attack power 


+10% Sign Intensity 


1 


23) 3/3] 3/8] 3/53] 3] 5S| 3/68] 3/8] 8/8] 8/8) 8/8) 8/8) 88) s/s) 3/8) 8/8) 3/8) 818) s/sis 


+150 Vitality 


LOY) mutations PANEL MENU 


Your adventures through the Duchy of Toussaint net you more than some fine wines and a series of gruesome 
‘murder-mysteries to solve, It is here, after completing Blood and Wine: Secondary Quest: Turn and Face the 
Strange (see page 476), that you are able to finally unlock the full potential of your Mutations! 


Investigate the laboratory of the intamous Professor Moreau, which holds the secrets to the 
ultimate methods of mutation, along with recipes for Mutagens, once you complete the quest. 


1% 


THE MUTATIONS MENU. 


The Character Menu screen now has an additional area of interest: the Mutations 


menu, where you can invest ability points and mutagens in order to develop 
brand new mutations. This eventually leads to four “Levels” of mutation 
research. Furthermore, you have one of 12 exceptional mutations you can pick 
from, which influences your various Combat, Signs, Alchemy, or a combination 


This is 2 brand new menu, and not directly related to the Mutations branch in the 
| Alchemy Menu. If you decide that the expenditure of Ability points and Mutagens, 
| should be delayed until you've purchased a greater number of Abilities instead (or 


ranks of an ability), you can do that instead. 


of abilities. 


‘As your Mutation research continues, it is important to note that the newly-unlocked Ability Slots are more related to the active Mutation than you may realize: 


‘Firstly, the mutations don't receive + Secondly, only Abilities directly related to the active Mutation can * Thirdly, General abilities cannot be placed on Ability 
linked bonus trom any active bbe placed in these new slots. For example, it the active Mutation is Slots unlocked by Mutation research, This means 
‘Mutagens that are linked to the four “Bloodbath”, a Pure Combat Mutation, only combat-related (“red”) you should pre-plan exactly how to place all your 
‘Groups of three “normal” Abilities in abilities can be placed in these slots. For example, if the active Mutation favorite Abilities to gain the maximum bonuses 
slots that you have chosen, is "Second Life”, a Combat/Signs/Alchemy Hybrid Mutation, then any of from the linked Mutagens! 


those three abilities (“red", “blue”, or “green”) can be placed. 


RESEARCHING MUTATIONS: THE MUTATIONS TREE MENU. 


Researching Mutations requires a great deal of Ability Points and Greater Mutagens 
{as the chart below indicates), The former are obtained every time you level up, each 
time you visit a Place of Power, and during a couple of quests. This means you need to 
ut your usual ability selecting on hold while you research mutations. For this reason, 
Mutation research Is recommended once you already have filled your Character Menu 
slots with 12 abilities and four Mutagens; certainly after you reach Level 40, and 
Usually during a New Game + (so you can collect all the Places of Power ability 

points again), 


The Mutations Menu Tree reveals a total of 12 different Mutations that are available for 
esearch, all centered around a central mutation known as Strengthened Synapses: 
This thirteenth mutation improves automatically when you develop other mutations (the 
unlocking process is known as “Stages”). As it does, it unlocks additional Ability slots, 
To begin with, here's a look at a fully-unlocked Mutation Panel Menu: 


@ Deadly Counter: An initial pure Combat mutation. 
© Bloodbath: An unlockable pure Combat mutation. 
© Magic Sensibilities: An initial pure Signs mutation. 


© Conductors of Magic: An unlockable hybrid mutation (Combat and Signs) 
@ Cat Eyes: An unlockable hybrid mutation (Combat and Alchemy). 


@® Metamorphosis: An unlockable hybrid mutation (Combat, Signs, 
and Alchemy). 


@ Piercing Cold: An unlockable pure Signs mutation. 


© Toxic Blood: An initial pure Alchemy mutation 


MO shia: fi nkockable pare Nichérny rivtaton, @ Mutated skin: An unlockable hybrid mutation (Combat and Alchemy) 


@® Strengthened Synapses: The so-called “13th Mutation”, which doesn’t 
directly require Ability Points or Mutagens to improve, but instead increases 
in “Stages” as you unlock the other 12 Mutations. 


@ Adrenaline Rush: An unlockable hybrid mutation (Combat and Signs). 


© Second Life: An unlockable hybrid mutation (Combat, Signs, and Alchemy). 


RESEARCHING MUTATIONS: UNLOCKING YOUR FULL POTENTIAL 


The way the Mutation research menu unlocks allows you to research specific 
types (ie. “colors”) of mutations, or work your way out from the center of the 
Mutations menu. For each Mutation you're interested in researching, highlight 
It, examine the mutation in the menu, and discover what it will take (in terms 

of Research Points, Greater Mutagens, and the unlocking of other Mutations) to 
unlock, For every three Mutations you fully unlock, your Strengthened Synapses 
‘mutation bar fills up one quarter and advances one Stage, as follows: 


Strengthened Synapses Stage 


Number of Mutations Unlocked (and new Ability Slots) 


‘As you can see from the labeled picture previously, the color ofthe lines show how you access the mutations on the outer edges of your Mutations menu, and the type 
(‘color’) of the mutations you need to unlock first. The following chart gives a complete run-down of what it costs to fully unlock the power of all 12 mutations, and reach 
Stage 4 of "Strengthened Synapses”. Remember you don't have to unlock Deadly Counter first; any of the first three available Mutations can be yours once you pay for them! 


Mutation Name Mutation Type Mutations to Unlock Research Points to Unlock (Collectively) Greater Mutagens to Unlock (Red/Blue/Green) 
Deadly Counter Pure Combat None 22) 1/010, 
Bloodbath Pure Combat | Deadly Counter 35) 3/0/0 
[Magic Sensibiities | Pure Signs None: 22) ono 
Piercing Cold Pure Signs Magic Sensibilities 3(5) 0/3/0 
Toxic Blood Pure Alchemy None 2@) oon 
Euphoria Pure Alchemy Toxic Blood 365) o/0/3 
‘Adrenaline Rush | Combat/Signs Bloodbath and Piercing Cold 5015) a0 
Second Life Combat/Signs/Alchemy | Adrenaline Rush 10 (25) vt 
Conductors of Magic | Combal/Signs Prercing Cold 510) i Taio 
Cat Eyes Combat/Alchemy. Bloodbath and Euphoria 5 (15) 10/2 
Metamorphosis | Comba/Signs/Alchery_| Cat Eyes i 1025) im) 
‘Mutated Skin Combat/Alchemy Euphoria 5 (10) 10/2 
Totals 12 Mutations |- 55 10/1010 
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‘You want to unlock the combat mayhem contained within the Deadly Counter Mutation. 
And why not? Simply select the Mutation itself, and spend two Research Points, along 
| with a Greater Red Mutagen to research the Mutation (collectively, a total of five), and it 

‘is yours! As an added bonus, you can now access the Bloodbath Mutation, which was 
| previously locked! 


Wy 


| ‘You want to unlock the immense resurrection capabilities contained within the Second 

| ‘Life Mutation. Nice! For this, you need to have first unlocked Adrenaline Rush (which itself 

| required other Mutations to be unlocked: a total of 15 collective Research Points). Assuming 
all previous mutations were researched, spend another 10 Research Points (collectively, 2 
‘whopping total of 25), along with 1 Red, 1 Blue, and 1 Green Greater Mutagen, and itis yours! 
‘As this is one of the more “pricy” Mutations to unlock, no further Mutations are available on 
this branch; so unlock other parts of the Mutations tree afterwards. 


Aside from Research Points (gained by leveling up, completing two different quests, or finding 
‘a Place of Power for the first time), Greater Mutagens are gathered in the following ways: 


‘* By collecting them from siain mortsters (usually at the end of a Witcher Contract). 
‘* By finding mutagen diagram recipes in (random) loot, or purchased from vendors across 
Toussaint. 


‘© By crafting Lesser Mutagens into Mutagens, and Mutagens into Greater Mutagens, Use the 
‘Aichemy Menu > Aichemy Substances section when crafting. 


«Be sure to visit your Corvo Bianco greenhouse (once you improve the property) to secure 
herbs you can use to create Mutagens, 
i ai ce ————— 


@ MUTATIONS TREE (55 ABILITY POINTS, 10 GREATER RED, BLUE, AND GREEN MUTAGENS} 


The ultimate deviation from the norm, researching these mutations may cost a lot of blood, time, and sweat, but the results are worthwhile! Not only do you unlock 

up to 12 mutations, one of which you can use at any time (and which you can swap freely between the mutations you've researched), but at each Stage in your 
Strengthened Synapses research, another Ability slot opens up, allowing you more room to place abilities and toughen Geralt up even more than before! The following 
information details tactics related to each Mutation. After this, the Archetypes section flags additional recommended abilities to place in the newly-opened ability slots, 


and includes the recommended greater mutation, too. 


@ DEADLY COUNTER (PURE COMBAT) 


‘Sword attacks deal 25% more damage to human opponents immune to 
counterattacks and monsters, In all other cases, if the attacker's Vitality is less 
than 25%, a counterattack immediately triggers a finisher. 


Research needed to unlock: 2 Research Points, 1 Greater Red Mutagen 


Notes: This severely curtails combat against multiple humanoid foes, allowing 
you to automatically slay badly-wounded enemies quickly and with a flourish, 
‘assuming you've mastered the art of counterattacking by now! This helps when 
facing a whole horde of foes, such as the clearing of outlaw Hanses in Toussaint. 
Italso means you needn't worry about timing a finisher if you're manually 
slaying the enemy. For foes that you can’t kill with a “finisher” (monsters, for 
example), any sword attack grants you 25% of extra damage. Not 25 percent 
though! If your weapons are currently delivering huge damage anyway, a bonus 
of 25 points may not be exceptional, but remember this is for every successful 
hit (so Whirl attacks become much more potent, for example). 


@ BLOODBATH (PURE COMBAT) 


Each fatal blow dealt by a sword dismembers the enemy or activates a finisher. 
Each blow dealt by a weapon in melee combat increases Attack Power by 5% 
until combat ends (to a maximum of 250%). The bonus is lost if you take damage 
(not including damage from Toxicity). 


Research needed to unlock: Deadty Counter Mutation, 3 Research Points, 3 Greater 
Red Mutagen 

Notes: The dismemberment or finisher part of this Mutation are more or less 
for show, and essentially add a huge dollop of gore and flying appendages to 
every combat, and the finisher means manually timing an enemy execution is 

a thing of the past. But the real boon to your combat prowess comes with the 
percentage increase of Adrenaline Points every time you successfully land a 
Critical hit. This allows Abilities (and Character Archetypes) that are purposefully 
chosen for high critical chances become even more deadly, and combat can 

be lengthened as your APs are prolonged before becoming depleted. Consult 
Abilities and weapons that increase your Critical Hit chances to really make this 
mutation shine, and the blood flow! 


@ MAGIC SENSIBILITIES (PURE SIGNS) 


Signs can deal critical hits. Critical hit chance and damage depends on Sign 
intensity. Opponents killed by critical hits from Signs explode. Based on your 
current statistics, additional information is shown regarding the exact bonus. 


Research needed to unlock: 2 Research Points, 1 Greater Blue Mutagen ] 
Notes: This is a superb bit of “extra offense” those with a majority of Signs 
abilities should seriously consider using. Any Sign that already damages an 
enemy (including as the alternate sign modes of Yrden or Quen, as well as Aard 
and Igni) has a change to inflict a critical hit. 


To really unlock this Mutations full potential, however, you must purchase 

and use as many Signs as possible, including the third “tier” of Sign abilities 
(the “Intensity”) and employ them with Greater Blue Mutagens to heighten the 
chances of a critical still further; you want the highest “Sign Intensity” rating in 
your Inventory menu that you can muster. That way you can see your foes writhe 
in agony before you, then detonate in a disgusting explosion of fleshy chunks! 


PIERCING COLD (PURE SIGNS) 


When the Aard Sign is cast, it additionally has a 25% chance of freezing 
opponents. Opponents knocked down and frozen simultaneously die 
immediately. Opponents who are not frozen are dealt an additional amount of 
damage which scales with Aard sign intensity. 

‘Research needed to unlock: Magic Sensibilities Mutation, 3 Research Points, 3 
Greater Blue Mutagens 

Notes: If you rely on this Sign more than most, then this Mutation is incredibly 
useful. When attacking groups of human-sized opponents (including airborne 
monsters like harpies), this can stop hordes dead in their tracks, and allow you 
to mow through crowds of humans in seconds, selecting only the toughest foes 
(that are still standing) to finish off while they attempt to free themselves from 
the freezing effects of your Sign. Obviously, focus all your Ability points on Aard 
to make the most of this Mutation, and remember that larger monsters (like 
Cyclopses for example) aren't immobile when frozen, but simply slowed down 
by a great amount. For others, the benefits of having mutations with less specific 
uses (Piercing Cold is only useful in conjunction with Aard) is of greater interest. 


@ TOXIC BLOOD (PURE ALCHEMY) 


Each time you are injured in melee combat, the attacking opponent receives 
damage in the amount of 1.5% of damage dealt for every point of your Toxicity, 
level (to a maximum of 150%). 

Research needed to unlock: 2 Research Points, 1 Greater Green Mutagen 

Notes: Though this is situationally dependent, and requires a thorough use of 
potions and decoctions (and perhaps Abilities that allow you to shrug of the 
effects of being poisoned), as well as being struck by an enemy's blow, it allows 
you to dish out damage by means other than your swords and Signs, Many 
Witchers may not wish to be struck, in which case this Mutation is not for you! 
but those that have fallen by being overwhelmed or attacked from the flanks or 
behind, and use potions and decoctions almost exclusively, will find the extra 
“safety” afforded by this Mutation to be well worth the damage foes inflict on 
you. Just ensure your Toxicity level is the highest it can be, so the wounding is 
worth absorbing, and obviously use healing tactics (potions, Quen, etc.) to ensure 
‘no wounds are fatal to you! 


ua 
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@ cursona (PURE ALCHEMY) 


“Each point of Toxicity increases damage dealt by swords and Sign Intensity by 
0.75% (to a maximum of 75%). 


Research needed to unlock: Toxic Blood Mutation, 3 Research Points, 3 Greater 
Green Mutagens: 

Notes: If you're a well-rounded character who employs all types of offense in 
Combat, or you're focusing on Alchemy and your swords and Sign strikes are 
normally a little weaker than you'd like them to be, this Mutation solves that 
problem! As long as you maintain your Toxicity levels and keep them “artificially” 
high through Attributes designed for Alchemy-related archetypes, you can have 
the added flexibility of additional sword damage and Sign intensity. This added 
benefits can mean you're swigging down potions and decoctions you don't 
usually need, just to get the extra benefits of your swords and sorcery: Just 
don't poison yourself without knawing how to keep your Toxicity levels high, and 
yourself alive! 


C Sa ae RUSH (COMBAT/SIGNS) 


At start of combat, sword Attack Power and Sign Intensity increase for 30s by 
‘80% for each foe (after first). So, when fighting 11 foes, the bonus is 300%. 
‘Once it wears off, sword Attack Power and Sign Intensity drop by 10% for each 
participating foe after first (modifier cannot exceed 70%), Duration; 30 seconds. 


Research needed to unlock: Bloodbath and Piercing Cold Mutations, 5 Research 
Points, 1 Greater Red Mutagen, 2 Greater Blue Mutagens 


Notes: Useful for characters employing both Signs and swords in combat, 

‘and those hoping combat will last no longer than 30 seconds (after which 

the 15 percent decrease kicks in, meaning elongated battles don't favor this 
Mutation). While @ “pure” archetype, relying on just combat, signs, or alchemy, 
has mutations with more focus in its advantages, this is a spectacular mutation 
to try, simply because it rewards you the higher your attack power or intensity 
4g; 30 percent better Attack Power from a sword and bonuses that inflicts 
1,000 damage Is obviously better than one inflicting only 100 damage. If you're 
Confident in a quick victory, this offers sizable gains in attack power and Sign 
intensity. But if you're more focused on a single style of combat (only using 
Signs, for'example), other Mutations with a more specific benefit might be more 
to your liking. 


® SECOND LIFE (COMBAT/SIGNS/ALCHEMY) 

‘When Vitality reaches 0, you become temporarily invulnerable and regenerate 
100% vitality, This effect can only be triggered once every 180 seconds 
(three minutes), 

‘Research needed to unlock: Adrenaline Rush Mutation, 10 Research Points, 1 
Greater Red 1 Greater Blue Mutagen, 1 Greater Green Mutagen 


Notes: Quite simply, this makes you immortal, providing you can survive for 
three minutes after a regeneration, For those attempting New Game + on the 
most difficult setting, this is incredibly helpful. However, by the point you reach 
In your adventuring where this Mutation is accessible, you may have trained 
sufficiently to ensure you're never killed in combat, making this Mutation moot. 
Though there's nothing more powerful than returning from the dead, perfecting 
your potion intake, Sign use, swordplay, and projectile combat to ensure you're 
feady for any type of combat without worrying about death, and choosing a 
different Mutation, is another option to consider. Or reloading your game. 


@ CONDUCTORS OF MAGIC (COMBAT/SIGNS) 
When drawn, magic, unique, and Witcher swords increase Sign damage dealt by 
50% of their own damage dealt. 


Research needed to unlock: Piercing Cold Mutation, 8 Research Points, 1 Greater 
Red Mutagen, 2 Greater Blue Mutagens 


Notes: For those that care for the quality of the blades they are carrying, and 
‘also employ Signs during combat, this is an interesting Mutation to consider. 
Choosing the very best blades involves seeking out and having Witcher gear 
crafted for you; Grandmaster Griffin, Feline, Ursine, Wolven, or Manticore swords 
are the very best around, and coupling a steel and silver sword of a Witcher 
‘School (chosen based on your style of archetype) enables you to increase your 
Sign Intensity to even more potent levels. Assuming Sign Intensity is something 
you lack, but wish to increase, this is an excellent choice. 


@ CAT EYES (COMBAT/ALCHEMY) 


Crossbow damage is now increased, and crossbow critical hit chance is 
increased by 50%. Crossbow bolts pierce and knock down or stun opponents. 
Opponents struck when they have full Vitality lose 15% of Vitality. 

Research needed to unlock: Bloodbath and Euphoria Mutations, 5 Research Points, 

1 Greater Red Mutagen, 2 Greater Green Mutagens 
Notes: For those seeking the ultimate huntsman, partner this Mutation with 
the very best quality crossbow you can find, as well as bolts that are either 
‘normal or have a specific enhancement to them. The damage each bolt inflicts is. 
technically tripled, aiming the weapon becomes even easier, and you can line up 
multiple targets to skewer them with a single shot! 


METAMORPHOSIS (COMBAT/SIGNS/ALCHEMY) 


Applying critical effects to opponents activates a random decoction for 120 
‘seconds with no Toxicity cost. The maximum number of decoctions that can be 
activated simultaneously by the mutation is three. Witcher Senses help you see 
better in dark places, 

Research needed to unlock: Cat Eyes Mutation, 10 Research Points, 1 Greater Red 

| Mutagen, 1 Greater Blue Mutagen, 1 Greater Green Mutagen 

Notes: There's a reason this requires 10 Ability Points to unlock, as well as a 
Greater Mutagen of each color; it's an incredibly potent Mutation that benefits 
those with offensive capabilities that cause critical effects to opponents. Now, 
for each critical you inflict, a random decoction also occurs. Can you stack 
formal decoctions on top of these “free” ones? Yes (as long as you don’t have 
‘more than three active at once). Having a decoction without Toxicity penalties is 
Incredibly useful, as you can hope the benefits of the random decoction augment 
your attacks without worrying about after-effects, or managing potions or other 
ecoctions(md}which is also great if you haven't bothered wit Alchemy at all 
But for true Alchemists, or those that want to pick specific bonuses for each 
fight, the random nature of this Mutation may put you off. Remember the non- 
‘combat effect this also has; put out your torch or ignore the Cat potions in favor 
of using Witcher Senses to see in the dark! 


@ MUTATED SKIN (COMBAT/ALCHEMY) 
Each Adrenaline Point decreases damage received by 15% (to a maximum of 45%), 


Research needed to unlock: Euphoria Mutation, 5 Research Points, 1 Greater Red 
2 Greater Green Mutagons 

Notes: If you require extra protection due to the Archetype you have created, 
‘over the armor you've crafted and the combat tactics you employ, then toughen 
up with this Mutation. Just like Toxic Blood, this presupposes you're letting the 
enemy successfully strike you in order to apply the benefits of this mutation, 
‘which isn't usually how to win fights, though this is great for maneuvering 
through environmental hazards like ground spikes, or shrugging off enemy hits 
before retaliation. Obviously, choose abilities that raise your Adrenaline Points as 
quickly as possible so you can keep your damage reduction up; so you end up. 
ignoring almost half of the attack inflicted, 


PP WITCHER'ARCHETYPES 


‘AWitcher possesses a wide variety of skills needed to survive the things their profession demands of them. In Witcher 3: Wild Hunt, you have the chance to customize 
Geralt the way you want, and maximize his effectiveness based around how you want to tackle the challenges you face. With so many ways to customize Geralt, 

one of the greatest challenges of Witcher 3: Wild Hunts simply deciding how to set yourself up to be truly effective. After hundreds of hours of adventuring, we have 
provided you with a dozen Witcher Archetypes that can help you understand more about the importance ‘of armor, weapons, combat, signs, alchemy, runes and glyphs, 


‘mutations, and more! 


SPENDING YOUR TIME WISELY: CREATING YOUR WITCHER 


The key to creating an entertaining, flexible, and powerful Archetype is to focus 
on the type of ways you like to survive and fight. 


OVERALL ARCHETYPE 


if you're purely interested in using swords (and to a lesser extent, the crossbow), 
look primarily at Combat Archetypes with a couple of General Abilities. If you 
enjoy using magic against foes, Signs are the way to go. Should you feel the 
need to concoct potions, bombs, decoctions, and oils, focus on an Alchemy build, 
If you're intending on adventuring at a higher difficulty, pick a Hybrid build where 
‘two (or more) Ability branches are chosen. 


STATISTICAL PROWESS AND 
COMPLEMENTARY ELEMENTS 


The key to becoming a legend across the Northern Realms Is to be very, very 
good at one particular aspect of fighting. initially, that’s usually focusing on Fast 
Attack Abilities to out-perform enemies you fight against. But that is only the 
beginning! You should read about all the different abilities, and research how 
they affect each other, and how the vast array of Items you gather can also 
bolster your statistics. 


| The Archetype examples are geared to improving a variety of different sets of 
statistics that are imperative to bolster, but just one of these would be Adrenaline 

| Point gains (which allows for harder-hitting attacks and other combat benefits); at 
the most basic level, you may decide having as many Adrenaline Points as possible 
would be beneficial (and it is!). 


The first step is looking through all the Ability branches to see which abilities 
add to your Adrenaline: Each Combat Ability gives you a 1% gain no matter 
what ability it is. Blows landed during combat generate Adrenaline Points and 
each one increases weapon damage by 10%. Strong Attacks and Battle Trance 
Abilities are particularly focused on Adrenaline Point (AP) management, and 
‘some effects work well with other abilities: 


Rend (Combat) has other effects, but it also enables APs to increase total 
damage by 33-100%. 


Deadly Precision (Combat) allows every AP to add 1% to the chance of 
instantly killing a foe. 


Resolve (Combat) lowers AP loss upon taking damage by 20-100%. 
Undying (Combat) uses APs to restore Vitality instead of death. 


Razor Focus (Combat) gives you an AP for just entering combat, and 
increases APs generated by sword attacks by 5-25%. 


'* Flood of Anger (Combat) allows you to consume APs to upgrade a Sign to its 
highest level and increase its intensity 


‘$0 Rend and Razor Focus seem to be must-haves (and once you spend 20 
points on other Abilities in order to unlock it, you should level it up to 5). In the 
mean-time, you are finding Combat Abilities that complement Adrenaline, or use 
Adrenaline effectively; such as the Fast Attack and Strong Attack branches, Don't 
forget to look over the other Ability branches too. Here are some initial picks 
(which don’t need to be “unlocked” by purchasing other Abilities first): 


* Hunter Instinct (Alchemy) allows blades coated with oll (used against an 
enemy susceptible to the oil) to inflict 20% more critical hit damage, if your 
APs are at their maximum, 


‘* Rage Management (General) allows you to cast Signs using APs if your 
‘Stamina levels are too low. 


* Adrenaline Burst (General) increases AP generation by 5% and using Signs 
generates APs. 


‘* Focus (General) allows APs to increase weapon damage and Sign intensity, 


‘© Mutagens (General) allows you to link Abilities from the same branch for 
extra bonuses. 


The next plan is to check A Witcher's Tools, the comprehensive inventory E 
available in the free eGuide (see page 829), and find items that also help 

bolster your Adrenaline, before locating them in your adventuring! The following 3 
examples are particularly related to Adrenaline: 


© Potion: Maribor Forest accelerates the generation of Adrenaline Points by 
0.15 with extending durations depending on the quality of the Potion. 


* Swords: Ursine Steel and Silver Swords both grant you a +5-20% gain in 
APs, depending on the quality of the weapon, 


© Armor: Wolven Armor Torso armor grants you +5-20% AP gain, while Boots, 
Trousers, and Gloves increase Attack power, 


© Perun Runestones are imbued on your weapons, and give between 2-5% 
AP gain, so three Greater Perun Runestones grants a single sword with three 
sockets +15% APs! 


Replenisment Runewords allow you to consume an AP after casting a Sign, 
to charge your sword attack with the power of that Sign, 


© Elation Runewords give you up to 0.25 Adrenaline Points every time a fatal 
blow is delivered by the sword this is imbued to. 3 


© Placation Runestones cause your APs to decline once they reach 
maximum level, in return for increased Stamina and Vitality regeneration, and 
Toxicity decline, 


As you can see, learning the items or enchantments to “stack” and utilize 
together on your character is the key to turning them into a combat or Sign- 
conjuring machine! Now learn which elements work in conjunction with one 
another, and you'll eventually perfect an Archetype that can handle any battle, in 
any mode of difficulty! Or just build one of the Archetypes built for Death March! 
Difficulty instead! 


LEVELLING UP 


The following Archetypes give you a general selection of armor, weapons, 

and abilities you should be finding and unlocking by the time you reach certain 
levels, in order to Keep your Archetype on the right path. There's no need to 
follow these guidelines exactly; these are just pointers so you understand what 
you should be gathering, or the general order of ability points spending on during 
your adventure. 


ABILITY POINTS 


‘As mentioned earlier, outside of two quests, there are only two ways to acquire 
Ability Points; by leveling up and by visiting Places of Power. There are 30 Places 
‘of Power to locate (though three are only available during the Main Quest, and 
are therefore important to find during the quests or afterward, and one is in 
another world, and cannot be returned tol). It is important to read the Places of 
Power Appendix (page 774) so you know where all of these monoliths are. Then, 
you should follow the Archetype guidelines and collect these additional points as 
early as possible, “front-loading” the Abilities you can unlock. 
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t's important not to waste Ability Points, as you only receive one per level (or 
for each Place of Power you visit). Therefore, when you're choosing the initial 12 
Abilities to place into each of the four “slots” in the middle of your Character Menu, 
you should initially focus on 12 Abilities that complement each other (and can be 
{inked by Greater Mutagens for additional bonuses). 


Then, you can spend additional points unlocking Mutations, so you can add another 
our Ability slots bringing the total to 16, as well as unlock a special Mutation effect 
(trom a choice of 12). This takes considerable time, so expect to perform this during 
‘a New Game + adventure, during your second visit to each Place of Power, and after 
‘completing the Blood and Wine Secondary Quest: Turn and Face the Strange. (see 
page 476). 


However, you are free to purchase more Abilities than you have slots to use. For 
‘example, you may wish to keep Axii Delusion off your slots during combat, but place 
{into a slot when conversing with characters. Or you may have a set of three Aard 
abilities you use sometimes, and swap between them depending on the enemy. If 
you tailor your fighting against hurman-sized toes and monsters differently, you may 
‘wish to swap out a few Abilities accordingly, 


{fall else fails, use a Potion of Clearing and purchase Abilities again, all at once, 


without making mistakes this time! 


ARMOR MAKES THE MUTANT 


Using a particular type of armor (and weaponry) is usually critical to help 
‘augment the abilities, glyphs (and runestones), and other enchantments you 
need to add to maximize the effectiveness of your archetype. For this, the best 
available armor (and weapons) has been recommended. If you can’t find this 
equipment, or lack the Level to wear it, find some with a similar weight, or 
statistics before you graduate to the optimal outfit and armaments. When in 
doubt, use Witcher gear! 


‘As you progress, you should think about setting up various outfits that coordinate— 
not with fabrics but with similar elements or effects. Fr example, you should try 
an outfit for Fast Attacks, Strong Attacks, Sign Intensity, or a mixture of different 
elements, as you decide which one you prefer using in combat, and what is most 
‘suitable to your style of play, 


‘Example: You wish to increase your Sign intensity. To get the best bonuses, you 
‘should choose Griffin School armor (as they have an innate Intensity bonus). In 
addition, you should partner the armor with the General Ability: Griffin Schoo! 
Techniques, which adds more bonuses to Sign Intensity. 


SPENDING YOUR CROWNS WISELY 


\tls worth making money in order to unlock advantages such as the Ofieri 
Runewright, Armorers and Blacksmiths to craft your most impressive gear, 
and other accouterments the influence an archetype. It costs crowns and time 
to craft a set of Mastercrafted armor, and Witcher Gear is even more time- 
consuming to find and bulld. But the results are well worth it! 


UPPER LEVELS AND NG+ 


Once you reach upper Levels (50+), or you're starting a New Game +, you 
should have built your Archetype to the state where it is optimal, and started to 
unlock Mutations, At this point you can continue to add abilities so you become 
more and more focused, or change and opt for a different Archetype completely, 
Starting New Game + is usually a great idea, as you're able to access all the 
Places of Power again, adding a potential 30 extra points, as well as slowly 
gaining experience points and Character Levels. 


LAST ON YOUR LIST: MUTATIONS 


Remember that the final abilities you crave are the mysterious Mutations; 
accessed only after completing Blood and Wine: Secondary Quest: Turn and Face 
the Strange (see page 476). This eventually increases your total Abilities from 12 
to 16, and adds a specific, immensely powerful Mutation you can employ. Each 
archetype lists 16 Abilities, so you can choose which order the first 12 of them 
are placed, before the final four are unlocked after Mutations are complete. Fair 
warning; it takes 55 points (each from raising a level or finding a Place of Power) 
to unlock all four Ability Slots (so you can activate all 16) as well as researching 
any of the 12 available Mutations, so expect to start a New Game + and revisit 
all 30 Places of Power again to bolster your points. 


Remember this potion, available at select Merchants (as detailed in 
the Merchant Appendix on page 816) allows you to wipe away all 
Abilities, and redistribute all the points, in case you wish to change 
‘Archetypes at any time. 


The following Archetypes represent opinions from multiple adventures with Witchers 
from various Schools, and advice from the elder Witcher Vesomir himself, Though 
highly recommended, such advice may not sit well with your particular style of play, 
‘and you are free to use, augment, or ignore every one of these Archetypes. They are 
‘meant to be a peek into the countless possibilities of creating the ultimate Witcher, 
‘not a set of rules to abide by. 


ARCHETYPE SPECIFICS: 
BUILDING A BETTER ARCHETYPE 


The following archetypes offer you a great range of possible ways to augment Geralt 
‘as your adventure continues. All are primarily focused on the Character Menu, where 
your abilities are unlocked. Archetypes are divided into four main groups: 


Combat Related: Emphasis on the (red) Combat Branch of Ability Tree. 
Signs Related: Emphasis on the (blue) Signs Branch of Ability Tree, 
Alchemy Related: Emphasis on the (green) Alchemy Branch of Ability Tree. 


Hybrids: Elements from all four main branches of the Ability Tree, including the 
(yellow) General Branch of Ability Tree. 


‘Archetype information begins with a picture of Geralt as the archetype in 
| question, clad in archetype-specific armor and carrying specific weaponry, 
| Hairstyles, masks, or eyewear are just for show. The statistical data next to { 
|) the screen inciudes some permanent buffs (from Giyphs for example), but not 
| temporary butts (from potions, for example), and no bonuses from the Runewright. 
Each character's statistics are based on the ultimate versions of items (Greater 
Runestones, Greater Mutagens, Grand Master armor, and Grand Master weapons, 
tor example), and Geralt's Level is set at 50, Blood and Wine is also included in the 
statistics, Ths is to give you some idea of the bonuses you should be aiming for, 


‘Wan Archetype has “(OM!)” after its name, it is recommended for Death March! 


difficulty level. if an Archetype has “(NG+)" after its name, it is recommended for. 
New Game +. 


THE RECOMMENDED ABILITIES CHART 
Each Archetype has a chart showing the following information: 


Ability Tree: The number of recommended abilities for each of the four 
Branches of the Ability Tree. 


Points to Unlock: How many ability points must have been spent to unlock 
the ability. These range from 0-30. 


Levels: How many levels the recommended ability has. These range from 
0-5. The chart always recommends the maximum ability, but you can 
purchase the ability levels in any order you like 


Branch and Ability Name: Which of the five sections of a particular branch 
the ability is from, and its name, These are listed as they appear left to right 
‘on your Character Menu, 


Total Ability Points Needed: This number shows how many ability points are 
needed to reach the maximum level in all 12 of the recommended abilities 
(essentially, how many Levels you need to raise your character, minus any 
Places of Power you interact with). A second, asterisked number indicates 
the four additional abilities you may wish to unlock after the first 12, once 
Blood and Wine Mutations are active. If a third number appears, these 
indicate abilities that should be unlocked in order to reach a more important, 
recommended Ability, 


Just because an aspect of Geralt's combat offense hasn't been advanced through 


‘expenditure in abilities, doesn't mean it should ignored in ctombat. For example, 
{gn is hlpful for setting enemies ablaze, whether you've spent points inthis Signs 


THE RECOMMENDED EQUIPMENT AND. 
ENHANCEMENTS 


‘ter the ability chart is alist of important equipment and enhancements, along 
with the recommended specific item to further improve the Archetype. These are 
elements that increase the potency of the Archetype and offer incredible “stacking” 
bonuses (that are added on top of ather bonuses) to turn Geralt into an almost 
unstoppable killing machine. Every element is battle-tested and approved, from the 
types of Bombs to lob to the Runewords your swords should be inscribed with. 


"The recommended equipment represents the fina and ost potent tems and 

' enhancements to obtain. it will take considerable time to reach this demi-god likes 
+ talus, so if you see an item you can't use, such as Ursine Witcher armor you can't © 
‘wear because you aren't a high enough level, consult the Inventory In A Witcher's 

‘Tools section of the eGuide online, and look at the statistics for the element in 
Pere cree Ses kaen aha ‘such as Heavy Armor in place of 


Vitality, or bombs that may not have been mentioned. The listed elements are 
the items and enhancements best suited to the build in question. 


GENERAL ADVICE 


After the list is some general advice regarding why specific elements were 
chosen for the archetype. An explanation of what this archetype's main reason 
for existing is (to have the best damage per second, for example), and how the 
various items and enhancements work together, are explained. 


Just how many Ability Points is it possible to acquire? The answer may surprise you! 


Points for Leveling Up: 99 (you receive 1 point each time you reach a new level, 
starting at Level 2, and ending at Level 100), 


Points for visiting Places of Power: 30 (you receive 1 point for each Place of Power 
you examine). 

Points for visiting Places of Power in New Game +::30 (when you begin New Game 
+, you can revisit all 30 Places of Power once again). 

Points for completing quests: 3 (You receive 2 skill points for eating the acorn lying 
under the tree during Main Quest: Bald Mountain (see page 254), You receive 1 
point obtaining the golden egg, laid by the Golden Goose, during Blood and Wine: 
Secondary Quest: Duck, Duck, Goosed! (see page 344)). 


Points for completing quests in New Game +:3 (you can complete both the quests 
again in New Game + and claim the three ability points a second time). 


Total Points available; 164 (assuming you complete all tasks listed previously). 
Points needed to unlock all Combat Branch Abilities: 91. 

Points needed to unlock all Signs Branch Abilities: 79, 

Points needed to unlock all Alchemy Branch Abilities: 90, 

Points needed to unlock all General Branch Abilities: 20, 


Total Points (known as Research Points) needed to unlock all 12 Blood and Wine 
Mutations: 55 


Total Points to unlock everything: 335, 


‘As you cannot ever hope to unlock every single Ability and Blood and Wine 
‘Mutations, simply focus on those abilities of particular interest to you that work in. 
conjunction with other abilities, with specializations that benefit you the most. 


Finally, remember that some Ability points are easier to come by than others. For 
‘example, there are six Places of Power in White Orchard alone, so it is helpful 
‘that you locate these monoliths as early as possible, as long as you aren't placing 
yourselt in too much danger. Need to know where all the Places of Power are? 
Consult the appendix on page 774. 
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COMBAT-FOCUSED ARCHETYPES 


ARCHETYPE 
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Points to Unlock Levels Branch and Ability Name 


0 
0 
Total Ability Points Needed 


1216" Abies 


al Abilities to 1 


Armor: Feline Arm Decoction 


Crossbow 


Runestones 
Bombs run, Stribc 


amum, Northe 
Glyphwords: 
Potions Lah 


Hf you enjoy using swords over Signs (and the building up of Stamina and Adrenaline), 
and this is one of your first times adventuring, use this basic archetype that focuses 
most on swordplay abilities. Choose light armor before you secure Feline gear. 

The Cat School Techniques are recommended for use with fight armor, due to the 
large critical hit damage bonus the ability confers for each piece of light armor you 
wear. Rage Management allows you to opt for Quen protection using your bounty of 
Adrenaline Points, when your Stamina level is low. 


The Fast Attack and Strong Attack Combat branches further enhance your ability 

to score critical hits, while making each critica! hit that much more devastating to 

an enemy. Your additional Adrenaline (from Abilities such Razor Focus) enables you 

to utilize both Whirl and Rend for longer, and this allows for attack flexibility: Whirl 
primarily for groups of human-sized opponents, and well-timed Rends for larger, 
stronger foes when you really need additional critical hit chances (as long as you time 
the strike correctly!). Deadly Precision gives you a 2 percent chance of an instant kill, 
Which is an amusing and random event. 


Signs are mostly ignored, which isn't usually recommended (but this is a combat. 
centric build). Quen helps with a modicum of protection, but your agility, rolling and 
dodging (that is, not being hit) is your protection plan here! Instead, a light focus on 
Alchemy gives you a chance at poisoning your foes, a better tolerance for Toxicity, but 
the main ability is Refreshment, enabling you to use any potion you like to increase 
your Vitality, so you don't need to depend on Swallow quite as often, 


Though crossbows aren't the main focus of this build by any means, always choose 
the best quality one you can find, 


Potions like Blizzard are helpful for maintaining your Stamina. Thunderbolt offers an 
increase in attack power to further demolish your foes. Maribor Forest is extremely 
helpful as it accelerates the generation of Adrenaline Points; the cornerstone of what 
makes this Archetype so successful. Swallow is obviously to help with your Vitality, 


Samum and Northern Wind bombs allow you to soften up foes, but also to either blind 
or freeze them; couple this with the Doppler decoction and attacks from behind to 
thoroughly savage your chosen enemy. 


‘Archgriffin Decoctions are imperative for dealing additional damage to a particularly 
tough foe. Katakan Decoctions increase your critical hit chance, and Doppler does the 
‘same with attacks from behind; as you're wearing light armor and are nimble, this 

is an excellent ploy, especially after bomb-lobbing. Succubus Decoctions grow your 
attack power, and should be imbibed at the start of a fight that you know will take a 
little longer than usual. 


Giyphs should primarily be Quen-related, to bolster your less-than impressive Sign 
ability. Play around with Mending and Reinforcement depending on whether you need 
the additional Vitality regeneration or toughened armor. Runestones can be fashioned 
depending on where you need additional bonuses; Perun's Adrenaline Point gain is 
fantastic, though you may wish to use Stribog to stagger (as you aren't using Aard 
offensively). Devana is another choice to add additional bleeding damage, but not 
quite as effective as the stacked bonuses of Perun. 


Glyphwords like Protection give you a stamina-free Quen at the start of combat, 
which allows you to wade in without delay. Or try Retribution in case you're hit and 
wish to return damage automatically (30 percent of the time). Runewords are for you 
to ensure even more combat potency; Stamina or Adrenaline point restoration every 
time you kill with Rejuvenation or Elation, and Severance is a must to inctease both 
Whirl and Rend; the true focus of this archetype! 


Bloodbath or Deadly Counter are the Mutations of choice for this archetype, The 
former results in a finisher for each kil, which is amusing, but each critical hit 
generates more adrenaline, filling you up with fewer need for defense or down-time 
in combat. The latter allows you to counterattack wounded foes with a finisher, which 
quickens combat against groups. For larger monster foes, you'l need the increased 
damage when fighting at higher levels, Feel free to unlock more potent Mutations as 
you progress stil further in your adventure. 


ARCHETYPE 2: 
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Rage Management is the lynchpin ability at the start of this Archetype’s 
adventure, allowing you to spend Adrenaline in place of Stamina to cast Signs 
(though magic isn’t the focus of this Archetype). Adrenaline burst allows 
signs you've cast to generate Adrenaline; creating a constant feedback loop 
of Adrenaline use and regeneration that seems contradictory at first, but its 
usefulness soon becomes more obvious, Maximum Razor Focus makes sword 
strikes generate massive amounts of Adrenaline, while Resolve allows you to 
take hits in melee, and lose less Adrenaline in the process. A high Adrenaline 
lows you to inflict much more damage in combat 


After choosing these abilities, pick from the Combat Branch (as each point also 
increases your Adrenaline Point gain no matter what the ability); leveling up 

Muscle Memory, Precise Blows, Strength Training, and Crushing Blows. As you 
suffer from Stamina regeneration penalties due to your heavy armor, it helps to 
have the ability to use Signs—regardless of your Stamina level thanks to Rage 
Management—at all times. Focusing on Igni and Quen when Signs are needed 
allows you to shrug off further enemy hits, and weaken them in the process, 


Bear School Techniques provides a significant boost to your Strong Attack 
damage (which stacks with your other boosts), and the Bear School Witcher 
‘Armor has Adrenaline Bonuses that also stack. Your chosen swords are the finest 
for pure combat, and it's always pleasant to complete a Witcher School look! 


Though crossbows aren't the main focus of this build by any means, always 
choose the best quality one you can find or purchase. 


‘As Adrenaline is needed for this Archetype to really shine in combat, your primary 
brewing plan is Maribor Forest, which accelerates the generation of Adrenaline 
Points, and works well with the various abilities, Thunderbolt is a valuable 

potion for this melee-heavy Archetype, as greater critical hit chances are always 
welcome, Blizzard is helpful for maintaining your Stamina 


Samum and Northern Wind bombs allow you to soften up foes, but also to either 
blind or freeze them; and stalling enemies so you can pick a foe you need to 
tackle, or disable them before you wade in, is always helpful 


Archgtifin Decoctions are imperative for dealing additional damage to a 
particularly tough foe, Katakan Decoctions increase your critical hit chance, 
Succubus Decoctions grow your attack power, and should be imbibed at the 
start of a fight that you know will take a little longer than usual. Alghoul 
Decoctions give you increased Adrenaline generation until you suffer an enemy 
attack. Though it's high-risk, if you're competent at countering, the effects can 
be devastating! 


Giyphs should primarily be Quen-related, to bolster the Sign ability you are 
primarily focused on. Runestones can be fashioned depending on where you 
need additional bonuses; Perun's Adrenaline Point gain is fantastic, though you 
may wish to use Chemnobog for the Attack power bonus, or Svarog for cutting 
through armor like butter. 


Glyphwords like Protection give you a stamina-free Quen at the start of combat, 
Which allows you to wade in without delay, Or try Retribution in case you're hit 
and wish to return damage automatically (30 percent of the time). Rotation or 
other Igni-related Glyphwords are also to be considered, but only as a last-ditch 
effort when you're relying on Signs after a combat flurry, Runewords are for 
you to ensure even more Adrenaline-related combat potency; Adrenaline point 
restoration every time you kill Elation! 


Whille the base Combat Mutation Deadly Counter is a good possible Mutation 
choice, the Adrenaline generation for each critical hit makes Bloodbath a more 
potent choice for the professional slaughterer. Don't overlook Mutated Skin as 
a possibility either; Adrenaline points can decrease incoming damage, which is 
helpful if you have a large number of them that this Archetype creates. 


a 


if you're a crack shot with the crossbow, and wish to soften enemies up with this 
ARCHETYPE 3: ‘weapon (perhaps using explosive bolts occasionally on more troublesome creatures). 
MASTER OF THE Use the crossbow to distract, wound, or stun a foe, or to counter ranged enemies 
BLADE AND BOLT (such as Sirens} and those underwater (such as Drowners), as well as increasing 
your own Adrenaline. Then, providing you and your foes are on firm ground, finish the 
UST ores job using a flurry of fast attacks. The balance with this Archetype is the crossbow at 

range, and fast attacks for the majority of the time. 
| 1839 ops - sree. 

This Archetype begins with Cat School Techniques serving to augment your Light 
18 474 sor Asmor by an incredible amount (critical hits increase by 100 percent, and fast attack 
damage by 20 percent with four Light Armor pieces wom), Remember that critical 
hits with your crossbow are also affected! Fast Attacks were chosen over Strong 
#8525 ‘ones, as the Light Armor and focus on the Crossbow means you need to be nimble 
‘and Abilities such as Rend (Strong Attack) are more difficult to pull off when harried 
by foes. instead, use the Whirl attack as the mainstay of your offensive capabilities, 
increasing your Adrenaline in the process. 


F131 cnossaow 


Note that Lightning Reflexes is the only one of the Marksmanship abilities not 
chosen, as you should be able to aim and fire a crossbow without the additional time 
metas reer Slowdown, especially after practice, and this wastes points that could be otherwise 
sihepabeerarareap spent on more potent skills. Another option not listed in the Abilities list is using 
Deadly Precision, as this also allows any Crossbow or Whir strikes the chance to 
instantly kill an opponent (imagine taking down a Royal Griffin with a single shot!) 
though the chances of this happening is relatively small 


ng on lyst attacks, 1 


‘Steady Shot is another helpful and easily purchased General Ability, giving you 25 
percent more damage each time you fire a bolt. However, it is best to choose this 
after Rage Management, so you have the option to utilize Quen (or other Signs) 
using Adrenaline Points if you need to defend and retreat. Signs are the shortfall 
of this Archetype; you usually ignore them completely. Only consider Quen for 
defensive purposes. 


FE tack power «20% n intensity +209 


For Alchemy, only a glance at three Abilities is necessary: Refreshment, along with 
the standard Swallow potion, allows flexibility with your healing, and is the main 


170 tack power «30 Vitality reason for investing six points into Alchemy (you can always ignore this, and 
Lightning Reflexes or Deadly Precision as alternatives). However, itis always an 
6 excellent idea to use Poisoned Blades, especially during Whirl attacks, 


The Crossbow is your main ranged weapon (compared to bombs, for example), so 
you need the best; the Ursine Crossbow, The Feline Crossbow, and to a lesser extent 
the Elven Crossbow are also good choices (the latter is available at lower levels). 

i] When you visit the Tourney Grounds and win a marksmanship competition, you're 
Points to Unlock Levels Branch and Ability Name awarded a Crossbow with your crest on it (see page 443); this is another great 
option. Feel free to craft any of the different crossbow bolt types as you can, though 
Exploding and Precision Bolts are most effective in almost every combat situation 


Potions brewed are mainly Maribor Forest (for generating Adrenaline Points quickly), 
Thunderbolt (for increasing critical hits can melee or range), and Tawny Oil for 
regenerating Stamina. Add Swallow if you're finding combat tough-going, but focus 
instead on the Quen armor and Rage Management to ald you over potion healing, 


" 


Once again, Samum and Northem Wind bombs allow you to soften up foes, but also 
to either blind or freeze them; leaving them sitting ducks for your crossbow attacks, 
ven Sign: E especially those with explosive tips! 


Oi Prep 


Katakan Decoctions increase your critical hit chance, Succubus Decoctions grow your 
attack power, and should be imbibed at the start ofa fight that you know will take 

a litte longer than usual. Try other Decoctions associated with the previous Combat 
Cat School Techniques builds as you wish. Doppler Decoctions is another option if you've frozen or stopped 
Rage Management ‘your foes using bombs, and want extra critical damage when attacking from behind, 
‘Steady Shot 
‘Tick Shot" 


Muti 


Brewing: Refreshment 


‘As with most combat Archetypes, Quen-related Glyph words augment what litle Sign 
power you have in your protective defenses. Runestones should focus on Adrenaline 
Point gain, so use Perun. Tiglav or Zoria are other options, allowing you to stun or 
48/60* Points freeze a foe, before finishing them with bolts. Otherwise, Cherobog and Svarog are 


("Additional A choices to try, too. 
Armor: Feline Armor Bomb: 5: Pe Giyphwords like Protection give you a stamina-free Quen at the start of combat 
aaa imum, North Which allows you to wade in without delay. As your primary melee combat attack is 
Ursine Potions: Maribor Fores, te Whirl, mbuing Severance (which increases the range of this attack) is an exceptional 
bead ¥ wt, Thunderbolt . Choice, though Rejuvenation (fatal blows restore some Stamina) or Elation (fatal 
Crossbow: Ur Decoctions: Dopp Sev blows restore some Adrenaline) are also good options. 


Bloodbath (generating Adrenaline for each critical hit is a good Mutation for combat 
heavy Whirling strikes. Also worth considering is Second Life (for times you're 
overwhelmed and need that instant resurrection, especially if you're caught aiming a 
crossbow when attacked), and Cat Eyes, which upgrades your Crossbow process to 
previously unimaginable levels, and lets you see in the dark! 


SIGNS-FOCUSED ARCHETYPES 
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Mutations: 


Begin with lessons from the Griffin School Techniques, allowing each piece 

of medium armor to increase your Sign intensity by five percent and Stamina 
regeneration by five percent. Then find some medium armor to wear before choosing 
either Griffin or Wolf Schoo! gear (the latter is useful if you intend on augmenting 
your Signs with a few combat abilities much later into your adventure, but the Griffin 
increases your Sign intensity instead of Adrenaline, making this the go-to armor for 
Sign-specialists) To start with though, spend your points within the Sign branches, 
focusing on the boosting of Stamina regeneration in combat. 


Notice the heavy emphasis on Yrden and Quen in this archetype. Advancements in 
Yrden tum this trap from a quagmire (Sustained Glyphs, which increases the duration 
and allows for alternate mode charges and more traps) to a highly-damaging circle, 
allowing you to coax enemies into this ring of purple death! Magic Trap starts this 
nasty damage, and allows you to stop worrying about projectiles heading your way. 
Yrden Intensity bolsters this Sign by up to 25 percent. But the real damage is caused 
with Supercharged Giyphs, which can drop groups of lesser foes in seconds without 
your lifting a sword! 


For additional protection you have the full gamut of Quen Abilities, giving you some 
of the best protection from physical damage outside of armor. Quen Discharge can 
deliver a punishing shock to attacking opponents, so long as you have the Stamina to 
hold up Quen in Active Shield Mode. When you need to take a more offensive posture, 
Jgni is powered up a great deal through the Intensity boosts (the ‘innate’ skill of each 
Signs branch Abilty), as well as through Melt Armor, which maintains effectiveness 
throughout your adventure. Firestream allows you to weaken entire groups of 
‘enemies before setting upon them with your blades or bombs. 


The one drawback to this Archetype is the time it takes to build up the most effective 
defensive capabilities. You don't reach Quen Discharge until you've spent 28 points 
in the Signs Branch of the Ability Tree. This leads to a more deliberate and defensive 
plan in combat, focusing the maximizing of Quen and Yrden to stay alive, Grifin 
‘School Techniques, combined with the bugs for wearing medium armor, can help 
make this Archetype shine. Once you've purchased all 12 initial abilities, you can 
choose what you like, though maximizing your igni skills, and perhaps choosing 
Gorged on Power (which allows a bonus from one Place of Power to last indefinitely 
and applying that to your favorite Sign) are good options 


When picking a Crossbow, the best for your level is fine to choose, as this isn't the 
focus of this archetype. For Bombs, Dragon's Dream needs Igni to reach maximum 
effectiveness, and coupled with igni attacks, this can be devastating. Northern Wind 
freezes foes, which is helpful if Yrden isn’t slowing all of your enemies, or you need a 
stationary target to immolate with Igni 


Petri'sPhilter makes your Signs more powerful, an obvious bonus to such a focused 
build. Tawny Ow is your other key potion, as Geralt needs to have as much Stamina 
regeneration as possible i you want to survive. When consuming Decoctions, Foglet 
decoction has a strange requirement to be effective, but i itis cloudy in the world, 
you receive a significant Sign intensity boost. The Ekhidna decoction is another fine 
bet for increasing your survivability, restoring Vitality whenever you use Stamina. The 
Ancient Leshen decoction increases Stamina regeneration for every Sign cast for 

the duration of a given fight. Since you will be using Signs often in this Archetype, 
you can work Gerait into many repeated uses of a Sign over the course of a long 
fight. Finally, Ekimmara decoction is another good choice for survivability; 10% of the 
damage he deals to an enemy goes toward his Vitality 


Glyphs are straightforward, You are imbuing those with a Sign intensity you utilze most 
often: lgni, Yrden, and Quen. Fee! free to focus on multiple Glyphs of a single Sign, i 
you require extra Intensity at the expense of your secondary Signs. Runestones are also 
easily picked; Veles grants you extra Sign intensity, and is your main focus. Also think 
about Stribog and Zoria; causes a chance to stagger or freeze respectively, helping you 
prevent an enemy charge so you can attack back with magic, 


There are many Glyphwords to help your progress: Eruption, lanition, and Rotation all 
augment your Igni Sign attacks in different ways. Protection enables a “free” Quen 
shield when entering combat, and Entanglement sets another Yrden trap when Yrden 
first hits them. You're spoilt for choice here! However, Runewords don’t have the 
same help to your Signs Intensity, but Replenishment (which consumes an Adrenaline 
Point after you cast a Sign, before imbuing your sword with the power of that Sign on 
your next sword attack) is a great idea; the flaming sword of igni is always a favorite! 


When you finally think about an active Mutation, Conductors of Magic increases your 
Signs damage with the level and quality of your swords (and your blades should 

be by this time in your adventure). Or, try Magic Sensibilties, for Signs that have a 
critical hit chance which scales with the power of the Sign, and have the wonderful 
added effect of exploding enemies upon death! Fortunately, you're lkely to be thriving 
instead of simply surviving long before this point. 
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Once you've chosen your only General Abily, Griffin Schoo! Techniques which 
immediately adds to your Sign Intensity, and you've procured some Medium armor so 
this ability is useful (ook for the Ofieri armor by visiting the merchant at Upper Mill to 
start your search), itis time to build up your Sign Intensity Gust as with any Sign-based 
Archetype), but with special attention paid to every single section of the Signs branches 
of the Ability Tree, Though you're not going to be able to fully level up all five Signs 
branches, you can increase the potency of al ve magical abilities to such a potent 
Jevel that foes won't be able to withstand your power! Swords are a secondary thought; 
choose Grifin blades when you can, or any blade that improves your Signs Intensity 
(such as the Ofieri Sabre). 


Other Signs Archetypes may falter when facing a foe who is impervious to their main 
focused Sign (Archetype 6: Incendiary Sorcerer, for example, has great dificuity with 
Fire Elemental). Not so with this Archetype; the flexibility of choosing any of the five 

Signs to deal with adversaries most troublesome is the key to success here: 


Far-Reaching Aard and Aard Sweep are generally used for humans and crowd-contro, 
before finishing with swords or ni. Firestream is your main roasting attack (it is used 
on every foe that you can damage with fre), and Melt Armor was ignored in favor of 
unlocking more potent abilities in other Signs branches. The Yrden branch was fully 
unlocked (with 16 Abilities), limiting the maneuverability of foes (particularly fast- 

moving ones); Magic Trap is used to prevent ranged attacks from striking you, as well 
as damaging already sluggish enemies. Quen allows you to withstand damage while 
healing yourself (with Active Shield employed), and Quen Discharge reflects damage 
back should a foe strike you. Finally, Axi’ Puppet enables foes to fight your battles for 

you, and causes general confusion. This Archetype's strength isin the full range of Signs 
Abilities (both regular and alternate), backed up with the defensive posturing of Quen 
‘and a full complement of Yrden abilities. 


For other complementary elements, pick a Crossbow most potent for your lavel, When 
using bombs, partner Dragon's Dream with Igni for even more devastation, and to 

a lesser extent, pick Northern Wind to slow foes down; a help in almost every 

combat situation. 


With al this powering up of your Signs, both the Combat and Alchemy branches are 
neglected completely forcing you to use only a few Potions and especially Decoctions, 
2s your Toxicity constitution is low. Petr's Philter makes your Signs more powerful, an 
‘obvious bonus to such a focused build. Tawny Ow is your other key potion, as Geralt 
needs to have as much Stamina regeneration as possible if you want to survive (though 
you may find adventuring at night, when Superior Tawny Ow never expires, isa favored 
activity). Decoctions are troublesome as you're very susceptibie to toxicity, but for 

that extra boost, the Exhidna decoction is a good choice in more desperate situations, 
restoring Vitality whenever you use Stamina, At other times, the Ancient Leshen 
decoction is an almost automatic Stamina regenerating buf, Another one to think about 
choosing is Basilisk decoction, though the Sign intensity given is random: However, as 
you're using all Signs, this has less of a drawback! 


You have a wealth of Glyph choices; the five Signs Glyphs (Aard, Ini, Yrden, Quen, and 
Axi) are ail optimal picks; focus on the Signs you need extra intensity power for, or those 
yOu use more often. As with other Signs Archetypes, Runestones are also easily picked: 
\eles grants you extra Sign intensity, and is your main focus, Secondary choices are 
Stribog (which can stagger) or Zoria (which can freeze); both crippling the movements 
of foes. 


You're spoiled for choice with Glyphwords: you enjoy roasting foes with lgni, Eruption 
(foes set alight explode and ignite others), Ignition (struck foes have a 25% chance to 
ignite others within two yards), and Rotation (lgni basic attacks strike 360 degrees but 
don’t bur) are great options. Protection enables a “free” Quen shield when entering 
combat and Entanglement sets another Yrden trap when Yrden first hits them. As you're 
Using al five Signs, Beguilement (enemies affected by Axi are affected twice as long 

for each blow they land), Possession and Usurpation (when an Axi-affected opponent 
dies, the effect transfers to a nearby target, with duration increase for each enemy blow 
landed for Possession), are ail great choices when employing Axi. Depletion (striking 
foes with Aard reduces their Stamina) is the only Aard choice, so you may wish to imbue 
‘tiple igni or Axil effects instead. 


ica 


Runewords are easier to choose from; Replenishment (which consumes an Adrenaline 
Point after you cast a Sign, before imbuing your sword with the power of that Sign on 
your next sword attack) is a favorite, but Oumplings (food regenerates more Vitality) 

is a good way to make the most out of your non-Quen healing, and Placation (using 
Adrenaline Points to regenerate Vitality and Stamina) are also good, if situational, picks, 


‘As with other Signs archetypes, you're likely to enjay both the following pure-Signs 
Mutations: Conductors of Magic (increasing your Signs intensity of your blades are 

Cf high quality) and Magic Sensibiliies (Signs have a critical hit chance which scales 
with the power of the Sign, exploding the enemy upon death). As long as you correctly 
predict and prepare for each battle, and know the Sign your foe is weak against, you are 
assured victory! 
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The purpose of this Archetype is to buffet and bum enemies into submission from 
range, and using @ combination of Aard and igni attacks, along with Yrden to slow 
them down, and Quen to damage them even if they manage to reach you. AS Igni 
damages foes continuously once they are set on fire, but sword strikes put out the 
flames, you are encouraged to stay at range, continuously utilizing Igni until the 
Protesting enemies are flailing on the ground in a raging blaze. 


To begin with, Gritfin Schoo! Techniques are learned to make the most out of your 
Medium Armor, which in this case is Wolven. Griffin is the obvious choice, but as 
you're being more offensive in your combat, the other bonuses granted by Wolven 
gear and blades, the fact your Sign Intensity is likely to be good enough without 
adding even more potency, and the fact you should choose Rage Management 
(which allows Signs to be cast using Adrenaline Points, which Wolven armor 
increases), gives you a little more flexibility in combat. Don't like this plan? 

Then switch to Griffin gear instead. 


Your focus is more offensive attacks before Yrden and Quen, though slowing your 
foes and protecting yourself is almost as important. Pick Far-Reaching Aard and Aard 
Intensity to really knock a foe around, and should they fall to the ground you can finish 
them with an easy sword skewering. However, your main plan is lighting anything 
you're battling on fire, after slowing them with Yrden first (so they are easier to hit, 
and using Magic Trap and eventually Supercharged Glyphs to damage foes even 
before Aard or lgni are utilized). Melt Armor, Firestream, and gn Intensity, along with 
your other Sign Intensity bonuses, can really roast your foes, no matter what their 
protective clothing. Then leave them to burn while attending other adversaries. 


Should anything get through this Aard-blasting, Yrden-siowing, igni-igniting dance 
of death, you have Quen to protect you, using Active Shield along with Rage 
Management to help you use Adrenaline Points to maintain it, if your Stamina is 
low. Though it's better to spend points unlocking Mutations, you may also wish 

to purchase superfluous Signs Abilities just to add to your Stamina regeneration 
in combat. 


In most other respects, the type of secondary gear and augmentation you choose 
to adom this Archetype with follow the similar plans as the previous Signs-related 
builds. Any Crossbow you choose is fine. When lobbing Bombs, Dragon's Dream 
(after you slow foes with Yrden) is excellent to deploy just before a roasting with Ign 


Your lack of Toxicity resistance is an issue, forcing you to choose carefully when 
supping on potions and decoctions. Petr's Philter (increasing Sign intensity) is a 
must-use potion, and Tawny Owl keeps your Stamina from sapping (though Rage 
Management helps this problem). I i's cloudy out, take a swig of the Foglet decoction 
(Sign intensity increases in overcast conditions). Otherwise, the Ancient Leshen 
decoction is an almost automatic Stamina regenerating buff 


When it comes to Glyphs, Aard, Ign, and Yrden are great picks, as well as Quen 

if you're finding foes are getting too close for comfort, Runestones are usually 
straightforward; Veles gives you extra Sign intensity, while Perun gives an Adrenaline 
Point gain; useful as you're employing Rage Management. 


Giyphwords should focus on your Igni ability. Eruption is a Level 3 enchantment that 
causes foes to explode when they die, igniting others, if you set them on fire. The 
other Igni-related Glyphwords (Rotation and ignition) are good choices. Don't overlook 
Depletion (enemies struck by Aard have their Stamina halved) and Entanglement 
(augmenting your Yrden Sign). Or you could utiize Protection (automatically get a 
Quen shield at the start of combat). Using the Runeword Placation (Adrenaline Points 
drain, giving you Vitality and Stamina) helps maintain Sign availability, though Rage 
Management does this for you. Otherwise, try Dumplings (for extra nourishment) or 
Replenishment (which consumes an Adrenaline Point after you cast a Sign, before 
imbuing your sword with the power of that Sign on your next sword attack). 


When looking at Mutations, other Signs archetypes tend to use Conductors of Magic 
(increasing your Signs intensity if the weapons you wield are of high quality) and 
Magic Sensibllies (Signs have a critical hit chance which scales with the power 

of the Sign, exploding the enemy upon death). However, don’t overlook Euphoria if 
you're constantly using Potions and Decoctions; as your Toxicity level rises quickly, 
the increased Attack Power and Sign Intensity can be incredible (though you'll have 
difficulty placing all 16 Abilities as the Euphoria slots are Alchemy-only). Another 
option? Piercing Cold, to really take advantage of Aard! 
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Sometimes you wish you had more bombs. This archetype provides for that very 
specific need. It takes a lot of work to hunt down the ingredients for this archetype 
to really work, but the results are worthwhile. You end up with more than enough 
bombs, and each bomb is significantly more effective. Most encounters in the field 
should end decisively in your favor after many, many explosions. 


‘Any spare Ability Points can go into branches that fit your preferences. If you want 
a bit more bite out of your swords, the early parts of the Combat Branch of the 
Ability Tree are a safe bet. If you're trying to push your survivability, investing in Sign 
improvements for Yrden and Quen is not a bad call (and this archetype abilities list 
reflects a small selection of Signs to use, too). Yrden is of particular interest; you 
might find yourself utilizing the Magic Trap to slow down fast foes so your bombs 
hit their intended targets more easily. Or, you may wish to continue your Brewing, 
especially as your Toxicity is toughened, 


Bombs are the centerpiece of this archetype, Steady Aim gives you more time to 
aim bombs. Pyrotechnics increases your damage capacity with Dragon's Dream and 
Devil's Puffball; projectiles that normally inflict no immediate damage by themselves, 
Efficiency increases the maximum number of bombs you can have in slot. However, 
the real star of the show is Cluster Bomb. Maxed out, Cluster Bomb causes your 
bombs to scatter additional explosive fragments (up to six at the highest level). A 
Superior Grapeshot and Dancing Star, already powerful, become pocket-portable 
battlefield devastators, and with maxed out Efficiency, you'll have a lot more of them 
to throw around, 


The other talents suggested in the Alchemy Branches of the Ability Tree aren't just so 
you can reach Cluster Bomb: Tissue Transmutation to greatly boost your survivability 
when maxed out while consuming a decoction (likely the cockatrice decoction) 
Heightened Tolerance gives you a little more room to work with in terms of your 
toxicity levels, and Synergy allows your Mutagen Siots to be even more effective at 
stat boosts. 


In terms of armor, the Undvik gear of Skellige (bolstered by sockets created by the 
Runewright) helps you withstand punishment while you try lobbing bombs (and 
Bear School Techniques keep your Vitality and Strong Attacks up), while the extra 
protection of Ursine gear does more than shield you from your own mis-thrown 
projectiles; the Adrenaline Point gains, coupled with Rage Management (Signs are 
cast using Adrenaline Points if your Stamina level is too low), enables you to utilize 
Yrden and Quen for longer than you're normally capable of; allowing a “Signs fist, 
Bombs second” approach to combat. Add more Adrenaline Points with both the 
Ursine blades. 


With this archetype, there aren't particular potions you need to use. In most 
situations, a focus on survival potions, like White Raffard's Decoction and Swallow, 
is the best plan, Whereas, with bombs you have the pick of the crop: This build give 
you @ ridiculous amount of bombs to work with, Use your heavy hitters: Grapeshot, 
Dancing Star, Dragon's Dream for especially now-vulnerable monsters, and Devil's 
Puffball for those weakened by poison. 


When choosing decoctions, Cockatrice decoctions allow all alchemy creations 
to be used one additional time, ALL of them. This is hands down the most useful 
decoction for this archetype. On the off-chance you're not chugging down 
Cockatrice decoctions, choose ones that benefit elements such as your Attack Power 
(Succubus), Critical Hits (Katakan), or Vitality (Ekimmara). 


With Glyphs and Giyphwords from the Runewright, the usual plan of adding Intensity 
to your Quen sign helps your defenses as you fiddle with more bombs to throw, 
Runestones should be chosen if they help you strike foes with your projectiles. 
Dazhbog (chance to cause buming), Zoria (freezing), and Triglav (stunning), and 
Stribog (staggering) all have a chance of immobilizing an enemy to a certain degree, 
after which more bombing can occur. A similar plan is in effect with Runewords; 
Rejuvenation restores your Stamina for each fatal blow you inflict (these don't need 
to be sword strikes, which is key). Also for your consideration is Invigoration. f you're 
keeping away from foes, your Vitality is likely to be at maximum for longer, so Vitality 
regeneration increases damage on your next attack. Or, choose Prolongation to 
increase your potion effects 


Mutations related to Alchemy (and to a lesser extent, Signs) are most beneficial her. 
With potions and decoctions upping your Toxicity, Toxic Blood is worthwhile; f you're 
struck, the enemy receives damage that scales with your Toxicity. Euphoria (Potion 
Toxicity increases sword and Sign power isn't a wise choice as it doesn't affect 
bomb damage. 
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This Archetype chooses the very best parts of the Alchemy Branches and uses it to 
incredible effect, though the first Ability to pick is Bear School Techniques (General 
Branch); as this increases your Vitality and Strong Attacks for each piece of Heavy 
armor you wear. As your Vitality increases are going to be astronomical in this 
build, this is well worth taking. A mixture of impressive resistances and Adrenaline 
increases using the Ursine Armor and bladed weaponry, this is useful for helping 
your bladed attacks, which don't utilize Combat abilities, but rather the deadly 

ils you've coated your blade with. Another option is to don the Undvik armor (as 
shown), as this has incredible protection against all manner of attacks. 


Begin with Brewing; Heightened Tolerance allows many more potions to be taken, 
Refreshment is also a very important choice, as it heals your Vitality each time you 
take a potion. Poisoned Blades enhances your blades, and although you don't have 
the Combat Abilities to muster, continuously damaging the enemy with poison, 
even after your attack has finished, more than makes up for this deficit. Prote 
Coating adds further protection to enemies you're facing provided you've ct 
your blade in the oil they are vulnerable to; don’t forget this important point! This 
allows you to wade into combat with fewer worries about being savaged, Complete 
the devastation by adding Fixative; at Level 3 this keeps oil on your blade for the 
entire fight, which is @ sensational buff, and allows you to take fewer risks (as you 
have more time to kil; literally!) 


Ignoring the first two Bomb Creation abilities (which aren't imperative to 
purchase), pick Efficiency (which increases the bombs in each slot) and Clus 
Bombs (which separates bombs into explosive fragments). If you've higher 
quality bombs (especially Grapeshot, which itself separates into fragments), you 
have the best parts of the Bombadier of Blaviken archetype, but with additional 
combat flexibility! 


er 


In the Mutations branch, Acquired Tolerance is the foundation of this archetype, 
as it allows a much greater number of potions and decoctions to be consumed 
almost always at once! You aren't using this Archetype properly if you don’t have 
three or four potion or decoction effects occurring (at higher levels)! Add more 
free Vitality by purchasing Tissue Transmutation. As you're using large amounts 
of Decoctions throughout a fight, Keeping Vitality up without thinking about it is 
always helpful. Synergy increases the bonus for mutagens placed in the slots 
linking your chosen abilities, essentially giving you even more Vitality (with 
green mutagens). Lastly, Adaptation grants you additional Decoction duration, all 
helping your decoction buffs last almost as long as your oill 


Also, as each Alchemy ability increases your potion duration time, slotting in 
as many as possible (11 of the 12, with the last being Bear School Techniq 
before the Blood and Wine Mutations bolster this to 16) is a possibility, Otherwise, 
make three of your slots Combat-based. 


While a good crossbow is of secondary importance, find the best one you can 
Concentrate on learning and mixing Oils before fights, and consuming multiple 
potions and decoctions as your Toxicity toughness is so high. All the listed potions 
and decoctions are there to aid in almost every fight, but choose others too for 
specific uses, Remember Cockatrice decoctions (allowing you to use all your 
alchemic creations one additional time) grant you a host of additional bonuse 
essentially for free! 


AAs you're hardly the most proficient swordsman in the land, focus your Glyph 
imbuing on Quen. For Runestones, pick those that can cause foes to falter (such 
as Stribog) or better yet, receive a possible polsoning (Morana). With Glyphwords, 
Protection helps your meager Sign defenses. For Runewords, Prolongation 
(increasing your potion duration time for each unblocked blow you strike) seems 
exceptional, unless your potions are already lasting throughout most fights. In 
that case, think about Elation or Rejuvenation (fatal blows with your sword give 
you Adrenaline Points or Stamina respectively). 


When the time comes to choose Mutations, Toxic Blood is one option that turns 
a foe's successful strikes on you into death for them (especially as your Toxicity 
is likely to be high, killing them quickly). However, you may find it difficult to slot 
in your combat abilities as this is a pure Alchemy Mutation. But arguably the 
best Mutation is Metamorphosis; allowing you to swig down a decoction for free, 
along with increased sword Attack Power, Sign Intensity, and Vitality! 
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This Archetype focuses on the knowledge of correct oils to coat already-potent blades, 
to ensure every foe you face is poisoned and comes to a most unpleasant end on the 
battlefield. Though it doesn't damage as significantly as other builds, this isa true hybrid 
of the three main ability branches, and is more subtle, forcing you to take more time and 
tactical forethought before committing to combat. With this in mind, any improvements 
and abilities are focused on poison and attack damage. 


The fabled Viper Armor, which offers substantial resistance to every type of enemy 
attack, is an excellent choice (though New Moon is another favorite). Viper Armor is 
Medium weight, allowing your Grifin School Techniques (Sign intensity and Stamina 
regeneration bonuses) to stack to an impressive degree, But the real potential are the 
two Viper Venomous Swords, both offering large Aard Intensity bonuses (Which Is why 
this Sign is your main focus outside of swordplay), as well as increased critical hit 
‘opportunities, and a 15 percent chance to poison. Take this sword into combat, but not 
belore coating your weapon with an ol the enemy you are about to face is susceptible 
to, and the true power of this archetype is revealed. 


Beginning with Alchemy, your focus is augmenting the poison potential of your blades 
stil further, Poisoned Blades offers immense potential of inflicting poison damage for 
each oil-coated sword strike (up the level of ol used for almost certain poison damage) 
Protective Coating grants you damage resistance against the monster the oils targeting, 
and Fixative gives you almost limitless ol. When partnered with a group of three Fast 
Attacks (including Whi), the opportunity for poison damage is constant and mostly 
assured. Then think about adding Refreshment and Acquired Tolerance to up the potions 
and decoctions you're taking, But this is only half the battle, 


The bolstering of your Aard abilities, plus the buffs of Focus, Griffin School Techniques, 
and your Viper blades, mean you can keep muitiple foes off-balance, on their back, or 
away from the main enemies in crowded battles. Slay foes on the ground easily, and for 
{oes that Aard isn't as helpful to use against, switch to igi, along with an active shield, If 
you're having trouble losing Adrenaline, employ Resolve (AP loss when struck by a foe Is 
lowered) and use the General Focus Abilty for extra weapon damage and Sign intensity 
when you have more Adrenaline Points. 


Choose any crossbow you wish; compare statistics and pick the one most potent. Oils 
are all dependent on the combat situation, so read up on the beasts you're about to face 
(using the guide Bestiary) and prepare your Oils accordingly. Bombs are more important 
than you'd think; with an assassin-style, the Devil's Puffball (with its poison cloud) fits 
the style of combat, and Norther Wind freezes foes, which is helpful if you're employing 
flank or rear attacks. 


As your potions are extra-potent, and you have extra tolerance, multiple buffs are 
possible. Maribor Forest helps to keep your Adrenaline up. Petri Philterincrea 
Sign intensity; good for augmenting both Aard to nullity even more foes, or to bolster the 
Signs you haven't placed many points into (such as Yrden). Tawny Owl and Thunderbolt 
potions are obvious help to Stamina and Attack power respectively 


wig down a couple of decactions, too: Help your eriicals with Katakan. Regenerate 
your Vitality each time you damage a foe with Ekimmara (which is amazingly helpful 
during Whir attacks!). Ekhidna also helps restore Vitality, any time you use Stamina. 
Doppler decoctions increase your critical hits when attacking from behind; roll and 
dodge around a foe you've already staggered with Aard and slay them! 


‘When you're imbuing armor with Glyphs, the tendency is toward Quen, While this is 
recommended, also test out Aard, and see how this affects your Sign attacks in combat 
Regarding Runestones, Veles is always helpful at improving your Sign intensity, but for 
true assassin professionals, adding Morana (increasing the chance to polson) stacks 
well wth your swords and Alchemy abiliies, Otherwise, choose Runestones from 
combat builds. 


‘When the Runewright has been financed, Protection (automatic Quen) is the obvious 
choice, But consider Rotation. Ign strikes everyone in 360 degrees, but without burning, 
Which is exceptional for crowd control and your fast attacks put out the flames of the 
foe you're striking anyway. Depletion is also a worthy choice; halving a foe's Stamina 
with any Aard attack is incredibly potent as you've invested heavily in this Sign. For 
Runewords, Replenishment is amazing, as this effectively echoes any Sign attack 

you might make. Preservation (giving you permanent Armmorer’s Table and Grindstone 
bonuses) keeps you and your blades looking sharp, and Severance is worth a look i 
you're always using Whirl and need the extra range. 


When choosing a Mutation, the seldom-used Piercing Cold suddenly becomes both 
amusingly entertaining and imperative to try! Any foes knocked down are shattered 
into pieces (and die), while those nat knocked down are frozen in place, and ripe for a 
poisoning or rear strike! A less potent, but more measured mutation is Toxic Blood. It 
you're struck, the foe is damaged, and due to your expected high Toxicity, and the fact 
the foe's damage scales with it, you can drop foes after they strike you, though you risk 
huge damage loss on higher difficulty levels. 
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Combining the finest abilities of the Combat, Signs, and Alchemy Branches of 

the Ability Tree, this focuses on surviving the frightening combat of Death March! 
difficulty, and is also suitable for using during New Game +. Arms and armor have 
been tailored to ensure critical hits occur frequently. Both the Manticore Steel and 
Silver Swords (or alternatively, the Viper Steel and Silver Swords) are utilized in this 
archetype, giving Armor Piercing (with Manticore) or Aard (with Viper) a healthy 
bonus, as well as great damage potential and bonuses to critical hits and damage 
(not to mention poison). Partner these tremendously powerful blades with your 
favored Combat abilities; pick either the first three Fast or Strong attacks, along 
with Sunder Armor. Ensure you have both Whirl and Rend at your disposal (as you 
should enchant both weapons with the Severance Runeword) 


Manticore or New Moon Armor is chosen for its impressive critical damage 
resistance and good attack boosting, along with Griffin Schoo! Techniques enabling 
you to boost your Sign Intensity and Stamina regeneration for each piece of armor 
worn. Begin by adding Quen protective abilities; Active Shield is a go-to defense on 
higher difficulties, and Aard attacks (such as Aard Sweep) are critical for situations 
where you need to buffet foes back (the intensity of Aard has a bonus from your 
weapons), Switch to Igni, choosing Igni Intensity to roast foes for higher damage 
than normal, and slow them down with Magic Trap, Round off this battle-tested 
behemoth with Mutation abilities from the Alchemy branch; Acquired Tolerance 
raises your Toxicity to allow more Potions and Decoctions for a longer time, and 
‘Synergy provides exception Mutagen slot bonuses. 


When you're choosing a crossbow, it matters little to your overall tactics, but the 
finest ranged weapon is always the best choice. Similarly, bombs aren't primarily 
utilized in this build, so choose ones that can stagger or slow foes (like Dancing 
Star or Northern Wind), or simply damage (like Samum); the only bombs you don't 
want to use are those that explode at later points, as you'll be in the thick of battle 
by then. 


The Potions you take vary depending on your situation, but Thunderbolt is a key 
effect to add to your Attack Power, while Tawny Ow! helps Stamina regeneration. 
Petri’s Philter is a great way to increase the power of your Signs (and ensure their 
special effects occur); swig this if foes aren't succumbing to your Aard or Igni 
attacks. Decoctions range from Ekimmara (damage to foes regenerates Vitality), to 
Katakan, which increases your critical hit chance. 


The Quen glyph is a great choice when barging into combat, though Aard or Igni is 
also an excellent plan, as enhancing your magical offense shouldn't be overlooked. 
Further augment your Signs with Veles Runestones, adding more Sign Intensity, 
Chernobog for Attack Power, or Perun for Adrenaline Points, depending on which 
you're lacking. 


The Levity Glyphword (which tums any armor you own into Medium armor) enables 
you to take advantage of the Griffin School Techniques if you haven't located the 
New Moon Armor yet. Once this armor is in your possession, switch to the Quen: 
related qualities of Protection, or the Igni-enhancing Eruption, Your focus on Whirl 
and Rend means the focus of your Runewords should be on enchanting both 
blades with Severance. The increased range of Whirl and Rend allows you to more 
safely split foes open. 


The world of end-game Mutations is wide open, as you can pick from any type you 
like. t depends purely on the attack style you end up utilizing the most. Combat 

is usually the primary way to staughter, so Adrenaline Rush (granting bonuses to 
Adrenaline and Stamina that increase depending on enemies, though watch the 
lack of healing afterward), Conductors of Magic is another great choice, increasing 
Sign damage if the sword you wield is of high quality, but there are 12 choices and 
most provide a variety of incredible enhancements to pick from. 
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ARCHETYPE 11: 
THE PUPPET MASTER 


(OM!) (NG+) 
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1 Attack power +60% 


Points to Uniock | Levels Branch and Ability Name 


‘Quen Sign: Exploding Shield 
Axi Sign: Del 
Axi Sign: Puppet 

eving: Height 

tatio 

tation 
Mutation: Synergy 
Cat School Techniques 
Rage Management 


Total Ability Points Needed 
1216°/19" Abities | 48/6671" Points 


(* Additional Abilities as 16 Slots are un 
("* These Al optional, and were un 


‘Armor: New Moon Armo 


Swords: 
sine Steel Sword, 


Glyphs: Quen, Ax 
Bombs: 
Samum, Northe Runestone 


Should you attempt your adventure on the most difficult of settings (Death Marchi), 
and want to ensure your fights aren't plagued by ineptitude, or a lack of abilities for 
any situation, while inflicting the most damage in the shortest possible time, this 
Archetype is a worthy choice. It primarily relies on your blades to inflict damage 

at close range, but has enough elements from other Ability Trees to augment 

your melee bloodletting, Early on, build up your Combat branch (Fast and Strong 
Attacks), and unlock both Whirl and Rend, before finally utilizing Sunder Armor 
along with Rend to cut through the largest of foes, providing your attack-timing is 
spot-on. Add potions and you begin to see the benefits of this build, 


You want quick and highty-damaging attacks, so your Attack Power, and Criticals 
should be as impressive as possible based on the equipment you have foraged. 

At the highest levels, the Witcher school blades are good choices, but utilizing 

the Ursine swords has the edge, due to the Adrenaline Point gain, Until the 
Mastercrafted School gear is available, New Moon Armor is an excellent choice, 
though it is Medium weight and therefore you're unable to utilize the Critical 
Damage bonuses from Cat School Techniques (General Branch) —that is, of course, 
Until you unlock the Runewright's Levity Glyphword, meaning all equipped armor is 
treated as Light Armor. This means you can wear whatever you like and get those 
Cat School Techniques bonuses! 


Signs are tempered to favor Combat Branches, but two of the available Abilities 
are critically important to augment your swordplay. Exploding Shield is obviously 

to gain protection in case of overwhelming odds, and Puppet (essentially tuning 
some foes into allies) is useful when needing to control crowds of enemies. For 
monstrous entities, i's simply your swords against their attacks, so prepare 
poisoned blades accordingly, and ensure Synergy in the Alchemy branch is chosen, 
0 your Mutagen slots grant you spectacular bonuses. Rage Management is key 
here too, giving you flexibility to cast Signs using Adrenaline rather than Stamina, 


Other equipment is up to your preferences, including the crossbow you employ. 
Bombs are mainly situational, though it's always @ good idea to lob a Samum from 
time-to-time; higher quality Samums cause criticals, too. 


Potions are taken to increase your Adrenaline (Maribor Forest), Attack Power 
(Thunderbolt), and provide Stamina (Tawny Ow), while the Acquired Tolerance 
Ability helps mitigate any Toxicity problems (and used optionally). Similarly, 
Decoctions should influence the damage you are inflicting, with Archgrifin (strong 
attacks consume Stamina for extra damage to your foe), Ancient Leshen (Signs 
cast increase Stamina regeneration), and Katakan (increases your critical hit 
chance) all augmenting your already-impressive combat strengths, 


Glyphs are chosen to bolster defenses, though your use of Axii means this glyph 
is an option, Runestones are to your preference, though it's great to increase your 
Adrenaline Points with Perun, or Attack Power with Chernobog 


‘As mentioned previously, your Glyphword choice is straightforward; Levity allows 
any armor you wear to be treated as Light (and thus, your Cat School Techniques 
bonuses are awarded). For Runewords, Preservation never causes your Armorer's 
Table or Grindstone bonuses to expire, which is helpful for increasing your damage 
as much as possible. Once you start using Whirl and Rend, Severance (which 
increases the range of both attacks) is your key enchantment 


Finally, for Mutations, look for ones with a Combat component to them. In particular, 
you may find Bloodbath a superb help, as critical hits generate adrenaline. Deadly 
Counter allows you to counter human-sized foes that are wounded with a finisher, 
and all damage against monstrous foes is increased by a huge amount. Second 
Life is also optional, if you're having problems staying alive on higher difficulty 
levels, though by the time you access Mutations, you should never have to worry 
about combat conditions favoring the enemy! 


ARCHETYPE 1 
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Points to Unlock Levels Branch and Ability Name 


il Preparation: Poisoned Blades 

Mutation: Acquited Tolerance 

i Preparation: Protective Coating 
ni: Tissue Transtormation* 

01! Preparation: Fixative 

Mutation: Synergy 

Mutation: Adaptation 

‘Metabolism Boosts 

Gourmet 


("Addi ies to swap in, or insert as 16 Slot 


Armor: Bombs: Glyph 
Grandmaster Feline 


Runesto 
Swords: 


Glyptn 
Runes 


Decoctions: Archgrifin 


With only 59 Points required to fully commit to both the first 12 Abilities and the 
Euphoria Mutation, this archetype is easily accessible, and extremely proficient 
at combat, certain aspects of Alchemy, and the consumption of dumplings for 
reasons that will soon be clear. To begin with, obtain the Grandmaster Feline 
armor and equipment, along with both blades; though Cat School Techniques (the 
General Ability) isn't chosen, the listed Combat Abilities are all available with one 
overall goal in mind: The mastering of a combination of fast and strong attacks 
(strong attacks enhancing the fast ones) that cut deep with extra damage, 
especially when stabbing foes in the flanks or from the rear, into their backs. 


Secondarily, Aichemic Abilities are focused on improved tolerance to potion 
and decoction consumption that allows even more damage to be inflicted, as 
well as the Attack Power bonuses given by oils; critical when wearing light Cat 
Armor, The General Abilities include Rage Management and Metabolism Boosts; 
a pair of skills that are fantastic and useful for managing the extra Adrenaline 
Points that are easily generated with your variety of Combat abilities. They solve 
the otherwise-weak aspects of this build; susceptibility to toxicity (Metabolism 
Boosts use Adrenaline Points to reduce toxicity costs of drinking potions, 
though this doesn't affect decoctions), and low stamina regeneration (Rage 
Management, allow Signs to be cast using Adrenaline Points if you're low on 
Stamina), 


The bombs useful when employing this build, Northern Wind and Samum, are 
the best choices to make (though any offensive projectile is good to lob); their 
extra ability to freeze or blind multiple enemies gives you the flexibility of crowd 
control necessary to perform assassinations (attacks from behind) where the 
combat-heavy nature of this archetype shines. 


When it comes to chugging down Potions and decoctions, the ones chosen 
simply bolster all the benefits of this archetype. Blizzard slows time down when 
you slay a foe, allowing you to quickly switch to your next assassination target 
and position yourself properly. Maribor Forest and Thunderbolt accelerate the 
generation of Adrenaline Points and Attack Power respectively, which is what the 
combat abilities utilize. White Raffard's Decoction immediately restores a chunk 
of your Vitality, when nibbling on dumplings won't get you the health boost you 
need quickly. Finally, the Archgriffin Decoction (which steals your Stamina and 
inflicts 5% extra damage for each Strong attack you land) focuses your combat 
abilities to the fullest. 


When you're assaulting an outlaw Hanse in the Duchy of Toussaint, and you've 
multiple bandits to contend with, the only downfall of this archetype is his 
weakness to being struck by enemy arrows, In such conditions, it sometimes 
isn't feasible to wade through other foes to reach archers, so the Grandmaster 
Feline Armor was imbued with Deflection Glyphword; with deflects all arrows, 
effectively immunizing you from all human-sized projectiles 


Due to the novel way in which this ultimate warrior regains lost vitality, 
Runestones are ignored in favor of the Dumpling Runeword (one on each 

eapon). Though this is easily overlooked, Dumpling regenerates 100 percent 
more Vitality each time you consume food. Combine this with the Gourmet 
General Ability (Vitality Regeneration after eating lasts 20 minutes), and you 
have extremely potent healing from food. As you'll soon be the proud owner of 
the Corvo Bianco Vineyard, and have an old lady named Marlene Trastamara 
to rescue (Secondary Quest: The Hunger Game) who bakes you free food daily, 
and a bounty of easy-to-find food to loot or hunt, this technique of Vitality 
regeneration is well worth employing. 


Finally, research the Euphoria Mutation, as it boosts the damage-per-second 
(and Sign intensity) for every Toxicity point that affects you, When you correctly 
manage your toxicity so you aren't becoming poisoned too quickly, this adds 
even more to your combat potential 


" 


GWENT: A GAME OF CARDS 


In which the intricacies of the fabled card game are revealed to aficionados and amateurs alike, followed by a master-class of deck 
management, showing how each card's ability functions within a bout. Through a multitude of matches across the Northern Realms, 
a professional degree of deck-building and recommended card combinations have been fully battle-tested, enabling you to master 
this truly absorbing pastime. 
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GWENT:A' GAME OFCARDS _ 


Learn the rudiments of this fine pastime by chatting with the Scholar at White Orchard tavern 


Gwent is a dwarven card game that simulates battle between two opposing 
armies. Your first opportunity to play it is in the smail village of White Orchard, 
which you visit at the beginning of your adventure. A scholar, named Aldert 
Geert, inside the White Orchard tavern, is willing to teach you the ropes with a 
tutorial, and this opens you up to the world of Gwent, as well as an extensive 
series of Secondary Gwent quests that pit you against the best players across 
the known world! 


WHO PLAYS GWENT? 


A multitude of merchants and innkeepers, as well as some more infamous 
players and friends of yours, have been known to partake in this pastime. You 
‘may also stumble across professionals in a regional competition or encounter an 
‘ongoing tournament at a larger social event. There are also a few Gwent players 
‘that you have only one opportunity to challenge while tackling another quest. 
Almost all of these players reward you with a new Gwent card the first time you 
beat them. 


WHO REALLY PLAYS GWENT, THOUGH? 


ACARD-COLLECTING: AN OVERVIEW 

Obtaining cards for your increasingly-large Gwent collection (the complete card 
Collection numbers 255 cards) involves winning a multitude of games (also 
known as rounds or bouts), the successful completion of certain quests, or 
purchasing cards from particular vendors, and other general tomfoolery. These 
can be segmented into the following categories: 


Collection Plan #1A: In Your Base Deck (32 Cards) 

‘ , wy . Congratulations! 

You already have 32 
Cards (mainly from 
the Northern Realms 
Deck), meaning you 
can start playing 
Gwent immediately 
(find your cards in the 
“Gwent Deck" part of 
the Main Menu (the left 
column menu, not your inventory menu). Obviously, there's (much more) room 
for improvement in terms of creating better decks, but this leaves only 223 left 
to find! 


TW collection Plan #1B: In Your Blood And Wine Base 
Deck (24 Cards] 

Great news! When you embark on your adventures into the realm of Toussaint, by 

Starting the Gwent Quest: To Everything Turn, Turn, Tournament! (see page 491), 

you receive an additional 24 Cards, all related to the fifth Faction: The Skellige 

Clans deck. As you'd expect, there are additional cards to bolster this faction 

{another 19, in fact) as you explore this new territory. 


aaa 
Collection plan #2: purchased from traders (87 Cards) 

Over one hundred of the Gwent cards you're after are found at the shops of various 
traders across the Northen Realms. These are always one of the following: 


* Merchants (most, but not all) 
* Innkeeps (most, but not all) 


* Named characters you know (such as Marquise Serenity of the Passiflora 
brothel in Novigrad City). 


Simply hand over your hard-earned crowns in return for the card you want. 
Each vendor has a specific collection of (usually four or five) cards to buy, so 
always buy from them if you have the funds. Each card costs between 10 and 
70 crowns, and for all of them, expect to pay no more than 26,000 crowns! This 
may sound like a lot, but have you seen how much that Ofieri Runewright (see 
page 402) needs to start his business? 


QT it you don’t want to meticulously gather only a few cards from traders in 
the Northern Realms, there's good news. The Duchy of Toussaint’s Innkeeps sell 
a large number of random cards from a specific list (see page 782). Ths is a very 
quick way to bolster your decks without the more involved hunting for cards 
though you can’t find the most potent cards by simply purchasing them from 
Toussaint innkeeps. 


ENT TRADERSSHOWTO FIND THE 


Traders that offer Gwent cards are marked with this icon throughout 

‘the guide's Atlas section (this icon doesn't appear on your World Map), 
For a complete list of traders you can buy from, consult the Merchant Appendix on 
page 816. 


Collection Plan #3: Won From A (Non-Quest) Gwent Player 
(53 Cards) 

Over 50 of your cards are won by challenging a no-name Gwent fan scattered 
through towns and countryside. Most offer a random card if you better them, 
though some give you specific cards. There are a variety of Gwent types that 
would love to play you: 


© Armorers, Blacksmiths, Brothel Madames*, Herbalists, Innkeeps*, a 
Loneshark, Merchants’, Quartermasters’, Scholars, and Traders,* 


*Some—but not all—of this type of Gwent Player may also have cards to sell, too. 


PLAYERS WITH SPECIFIC CARDS TO WIN 

(6 PLAYERS AND CARDS) 

There are 6 Gwent players (Aldert Geert the Gwent tutor in the White Orchard 
Tavern, the Nilfgaardian Nobleman inside the Royal Palace in Vizima, The Elven 
Merchant of the Traveling Circus Camp outside Carsten, Shani, Olgierd von 
Everec, and Hilbert at the Borsodi Auction House during Hearts of Stone Main 
Quest: Open Sesame who don’t have an associated quest, but hand over a 
specific Gwent card if you beat them. Over in Toussaint, there are 19 Gwent 
players (almost all merchants of some kind) that have a specific Skellige Clans 
‘card you must win from them. 


PLAYERS WITH RANDOM CARDS TO WIN 

(83 PLAYERS, 67 CARDS) 

There are 83 Gwent players (across White Orchard, Velen, Novigrad, and Skeltige) 
that hand over a random Gwent card if you beat them. The rest of the Gwent 
cards are won by challenging them. The first time you beat a Gwent player, you 
receive the (random) card. Each subsequent time, you simply win any money you 
bet before the bout. This means you must visit a minimum of 52 of the 65 Gwent 
players to obtain all the randomly-given cards 


TOFIND THEM 


GWE 


T PLAYER: 


HOV 


Though you can look on your World Map to find merchants, armorers, 

blacksmiths, and other folks who are likely to be Gwent players, those 
that you can win cards from are marked with the first (blue) icon throughout the 
uide's Atlas section (this doesn't appear on your World Map). If you're talking 
to someone who is up for a Gwent game, the second (orange) icon appears as a 
Conversation choice, At this point, it would be really great to have a complete list 
cf who and where these people are; which is why that has been provided (see the 
Gwentfolk of the Northern Realms on page 800). 


Collection Plan #4: Found Or Won During A Gwent Quest 
(23 Cards) 

There are 23 cards you need to win from a specific individuals as part of one of 
the five available Gwent Quests (Playing Innkeeps, Velen Players, Big City Players, 
Old Pals, and Skellige Style; starting on page 481). Opponents always give you 

a specific card, and you must face each one in a particular order (subsequent 
players in a quest won't play until you've beaten previous ones first). The last 
(and most difficult) opponent in each Gwent Quest gives you two specific cards 
(one from their deck, and one for completing the quest. Consult these quests 
first, and follow the objectives mentioned within each quest. 


OFF THE CARDS: KNOW WHEN TO HOLD 'E 
{tis vitally important that you check the Gwent: Complete Card Checklist chapter 
‘on page 782 before embarking on Gwent and Secondary Quests if you want every 
single card, Certain players, such as those you find at the Vegelbud Residence 
during Secondary Quest: A Matter of Life and Death, won't be seen again. The 
same goes for characters that might die during your adventure. If they're dead, 
they can’t be challenged to a game of Gwent now, can they? However, in certain 
circumstances, they may leave their card behind. If this occurs, itis mentioned in 
the appendices, but don’t count on this as a way to gather all cards! 


The numbered totals aren't necessary to worry about, as some cards can be 
| gathered from multiple sources. Instead, concentrate on finding the cards you need, 
/ as quickly as possible. A visit to Toussaint helps, as certain Innkeeps sell agood | 


(random) variety of cards to quickly bolster your decks. 


Collection Plan #5: Found Or Won During A Secondary 
Quest (15 Cards) 

There are 15 cards that are only acquired during a Secondary Quest (excluding 
Toussaint). Some are won during tournaments with the very best players around, 
and some are found during a quest. Take great care not to miss these cards, as 
they can't be gathered after the quest concludes! 


Collection Plan #6: Loose Cards: Found On The Ground 

(1 Card) 

Someone left a card lying around in a bam in Brunwich. i's the fabled Cow card, 
with hidden depths to its statistics. Don't forget that prized heifer! Also, some 
cards you can’t win from an opponent (due to them dying, for example). These 
are placed loose for you to pick up, though this isn't the optimal way to find 
these cards. 


OFF THE CARDS: KNOW WHEN TO FOLD 'EM! 


Pay special attention to cards that appear on the lists only once; there's only one 
available! Check the Gwent: Complete Card Checklist Chart (on page 782) before you 
start any related quests, 50 you don’t finish a quest or kill off a character and finish 
the quest without a card, Are you coming up to a tournament bout of Gwent? Then 
‘save your game betore each bout in case you fal As there are multiple times you 
might accidentally lose a card forever, some scholars have deemed Gwent Quest: 
Collect ‘em All to be the most difficult quest of Geralt’s life! 


W HEARTS OP STONEYGWENTIGARDS APLENTY! 


Included in these totals are the 25 additional cards (some are duplicates, | 
‘and some are brand new cards) that are available in the Hearts of Stone 
Expansion. Be sure to find these, too! J 


Mf sL000 ANDW 


APINALBOUTIORCARD COLLECTING 


Included in these totals are the 43 additional cards (making up the 
Skellige Clans deck, along with two new types of Weather cards) that 
are available in the Blood and Wine Expansion. Make sure you gather all these, too! 


ey 


I! GWENT DIFFIGUETY HEVELPAREAD CHALLENGE 


‘Are you finding your Gwent bouts too easy? Need more of a challenge? Or are you 
about to start a quest involving a Gwewnt tournament, and want to increase your 
‘odds of victory? Then fiddle with the Gwent difficulty levelt There are three levels 
of dificulty: Easy, Normal, and Hard, Increase your difficulty if you require a more 
‘competitive opponent who is more likely to play stronger cards against you. This has 
‘no impact on the cards you receive from winning, however. 
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O THE BASIC GAME FLOW OF GWENT: AN OVERVIEW 


Atthe very basic level, a game of Gwent consists of the following: 


1. A conversation with a Gwent player, and a small bet by you on the likelihood 
of your victory. 


2. The Gwent battlefield appears. The starting player is chosen via a coin toss. 


3, Each player draws 10 random cards from their current deck of no fewer than 
22 cards, and no more than 35 cards, then chooses up to two cards from 
this hand to discard, which are redrawn in the hopes of replacing them with 
better cards. The discard is optional. The 10 cards you end up with after any 
redrawing become your hand for the duration of the match (although special 
card abilities can affect your draw). 


THE GWENT BATTLEFIELD: A PICTURE 


4. The match begins! When you start the first of (up to) three rounds, players 
remove a unit card from their hand, and place it on the battlefield in the 
appropriate combat rows, one card per tur (unless special abilities of the 
card deck dictate otherwise). Additionally, Weather cards can be put into 
play to further influence unit card strength points, Each unit card is worth a 
certain number of strength points, which are added to your overall total. The 
ultimate goal in a round is to have more points than your opponent. 


5. Play continues until cards are exhausted, or a player passes thelr tun, which 
allows their opponent to continue to play until their cards are exhausted, or 
they pass. The player with the highest total points wins that round. 


6. The next round starts with the remaining cards in hand stil in play. The first 
player to win two rounds is the winner of the match (or bout) 


The following image shows a sample Gwent battlefield, or board, where each Gwent match takes place. 


© The Players: This shows the opponent (at the upper half) and you (at the 
lower half of the battlefield). The shield and deck type under the name of the 
opponent is helpful, as it shows which Faction you are going up against (and 
which you are using yoursel). Adjust your strategies accordingly 


© Cards in Hand: This is the number of cards you and your opponent have left 
to play, It is usually important that you have more remaining cards than your 
opponent, So you aren't outdrawn at the end of the final round 


© Round Gems: You each have two red gems indicating how many rounds 
each of you has won. Lose a round, and a gem is shattered. Lose two 
founds, and the match is lost. 


© Leader Ability: In the top left (opponent) or bottom left (you) corner of the 
battlefield, your Leader sits. He or she has a specific ability, which you 
Can choose before the match starts. Note in this picture, the opponent has 
already used his Leader Ability (which is why the Leader card is darkened). 
Remember to hit the “use leader card” button when you wish to unleash this 
ability (which is used once per game). It is extremely important you know 
What both you and your opponent's Leader abilities are, so you can prepare 
for them! Remember to zoom in on your opponent's Leader card to learn 
more about their ability. Forewarned is forearmed! 


© Your Hand: The opponent's hand isn't visible (that would be cheating), but 
here you can see all the cards you still have left to play. 


© Discard pile (also known as Graveyard): This shows the cards you and 
your opponent have played, and have been discarded in previous rounds, 
or in this round if a card has been scorched. You can look through this pile 
(especially as Medic cards allow you to return non-Hero cards from this pile). 
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© Remaining Deck Cards: These cards are the remaining ones that you didn't 
draw at the start of the match, and aren't used. 


© Combat Rows: There are three combat rows of the battlefield, and the icon 
of the swords (8A: Close Combat), bow (8B: Ranged), and catapult (8C: Siege) 
are carved to indicate the unit types you can place there. Your opponent also 
has the same three rows, but in the opposite direction (so both Close Combat 
rows are in the middie of the battlefield. With the exception of Spies (which 
are placed on enemy rows), and Weather cards (which are placed in the 
“Weather” area, all your cards are placed on your own side of the battlefield, 


© Commander's Horn and Mardroeme Placement: This area on the left side 
of each row indicates whether a Commander's Horn card (all Factions) or 
a Mardroeme card (Skellige Clans only) is augmenting the row in question. 
Note that in this example, the opponent h ayed a Commander's Horn on 
his Siege Combat Row. 


© Weather Effect: If a Weather card is placed, it affects both you and your 
opponent's rows, and the type of Weather is shown on the row. Any Weather 
cards in play are placed here, between both players. In this example, a Biting 
Frost card is in play, reducing the effectiveness of the Close Combat Rows 
for both sides, 


© Row points totals. The totals for all of the strength points for each card you 
and your opponent have played in each row are shown here. 


© Total Points Value: This shows total points value of the cards on each of 
your three rows, as well as those of your opponent. The highest total wins 
the round. 


DECK FACTIONS 


There are five types of deck in Gwent, each related to a particular faction. Each faction has its own perk, which is important to learn, and their own Leader with a 
number of unique Leader abilities you can choose from. They are listed in your Gwent menu in the following order: 


i] MONSTERS Gg NILFGAARDIAN \ NORTHERN 


Aclose-combat heavy EMPIRE REALMS 

army of frightening The army of the Emhyr, The army of King 

beasts that favor with Tight Bond units, Spies, Foltest, with close 

Muster abilities and Medics), combat and siege 

, : r weaponry, sprinkled 
Leader: Eredin Leader: hy var Emreis Yim spin and Tight 

* Faction Perk: One * Faction Perk: Win Bond units 
randomly-chasen whenever there is a draw. ; 
card stays on the siiaacanad 
battlefield after * Faction Perk: 
each round. Draw a card 


from your deck 
whenever you 


rw) THE BASICS OF GWENT win a round 


ng ene 


eeteen § on mttte 


o SCOIA'TAEL Gg SKELLIGE CLANS 


Elves and dwarves The Clans of Skellige combine to form a 
combine to offer hard-hitting marauding band of Muster, 
Units with Muster, Tight Bond; and Beserker troops with 
Medic, and a whole bear-taced ferocity. 

{ot of agility. 


* Leader: King Bran or Crach an Craite 


cee * Faction Perk: Two random cards from the 


Findabair graveyard (discard pile) come to play on 
* Faction Perk: You the board at the start of round three. 

decide who goes 

first at the start of 

a battle. 


You begin your adventure with a meager collection of mainly Northern Realms Gwent cards (and a small, but reasonable, Skellige Clans deck if you're starting the 
Blood and Wine Expansion), To excel at this game, you must collect many more cards, so you can build a deck sultable to challenge every player in the realm, Access 


your Gwent Deck from the Main (left vertical) Menu. It is here that you can inspect ail five Faction decks, individual cards, and prepare decks before a match. This 
deck-building is also possible just before a match starts, after your wager. Here, you can inspect the following 


THE BASICS OF THE GWENT MENU 


@ Deck faction. Scroll through the five Factions and choose the one you wish 
to build a deck with. When you commence your adventure, you only have 
enough cards for a Northern Realms deck (and Skellige Clans deck if Blood 
and Wine Expansion {s active). The ultimate goal is to create a variety of 
strong decks for each. faction. 


© Card Collection: Look through all of your cards in the deck faction you have 
highlighted. You can sort them by Unit type (Close Combat, Ranged, and 
Siege), as well as by Hero, Weather, and Special type. 


© Cards in Deck: You have the same sorting ability when you place cards from 
your collection into a deck you are building. This area showcases the cards 
you have access to during a match, so place all the ones you want to use, 
‘and none of the ones you don't! 


© Leader: Press “Change Leaders” to swap between the Leader cards you 
have for this Faction, You can collect up to five, except for Skellige Clans, 
which has two.. Base the deck you are creating around the Leader's ability. 


© Total Cards in Deck: This is the total number of every card type you can 
place in your deck (your total unit, Hero, Weather, and special cards). Aside 
from number limits on Special cards, there is no upper limit, but the deck 
maxes out when you've placed all your Neutral and Unit cards and have 
nothing left. However, this is far too big a deck to be effective, so pair down 
cards to ones you really want to use 


© Number of Unit cards: This counts the number of Close Combat, Ranged, 
Siege, and Hero units In your deck. You must have 22 of these cards, and 
they can be from your faction or neutral cards. The maximum number of 
cards is only limited by your collection of unit cards that are neutral or for 
the faction you're building a deck with. But again, the most effective Gwent 
players try to keep their card total down to around 22-24 Unit cards. 


@ Special cards: This counts the number of Weather and special cards you place 
In your deck. There is no minimum (you don't have to use any of these cards), 
but you can't have more than ten special cards in a deck. Usually, professional 
players tend to limit these cards to only 1-6, depending on tactics, 


© ‘Total Unit Card Strength: This is the only strength points value forall the cards 
with an actual strength (not special or Weather cards) that are in your deck. 
Remember that certain cards (like Spies) have strength that counts towards an 
enemy's total, and not your own, while other units (ike those with Tight Bond 
ability) have a much higher strength when placed together. Although the bigger 
the number, the stronger the army, but in all actuality, the best decks follow 
this mantra: The bigger the number (excluding Spies) with as small a deck as 
possible. This means you should be creating decks where your deck minimus of 
22 cards gives you a Total Card Strength of around 150-165 points. 


© Hero Cards: This shows how many Neutral and Faction Heroes exist within 
your deck. Heroes aren't affected by Special cards (whether the effects are 
900d or bad), so they are a little more “stable” to employ. 
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THE BASICS OF A GWENT CARD 

When you're examining a Gwent card, it's worth learning what different aspects 
of the card mean. Here, the Scola’Tael Hero Isengrim Faoiltiarna shows his 
‘mettle. Here's how the information is imparted: 


© Hero Sunburst: If the card isa 
Hero (and Isengrim Faoiitiama 
is), an extra orange sunburst and 
flourish appears in the top left 
corner, A regular unit card does 
‘not have this. 


© Unit Strength (Power or Value) 
‘or Icon: For Unit cards, the 
strength points are shown here 
(in this case, 10). The maximum 
strength a card can give you is 
15, and the least is 0. For Special 
cards, the icon of that card (such 
‘as a sun icon for Clear Weather) 
{s seen instead. 


© Unit Row: This weapon indicates 
Which row the unit fights in. 
Isengrim, and all Close Combat 
Units, have a sword icon. Ranged 
units have a bow. Agile units 
have a sword and a bow. Siege 
units have a catapult icon. 


© Ability: Aside from Hero and Agile abilities, If your unit has a special ability, it 
is flagged in icon form here. Isengrim Faoiltiarna’s ability—aside from being 
difficult to spell—is a Morale Boost. 

© Faction banner: A banner scrol fills the left side of the card, and is color- 
coded to the faction, along with the faction's insignia at the bottom. Isengrim: 
is part of the Scoia'Tael faction, 


© Notes: The name of the unit is shown (which is important as some units 
increase thelr power when placed with units of the same name), along with a 
quote to delight you. 


CARD ABILITITES: A QUICK LOOK 
Each ability a card might possess receives a thorough tactical inspection later in 
this chapter, But to begin with, here's a list of all possible card abilities: 


@ Combat: Close Combat: This unit fights on the Close Combat row, 
@ Combat: Ranged: This unit fights on the Ranged row. 
@ Combat: Siege: This unit fights on the Siege row. 


Agile: This unit has the flexibility to be placed on either the Close 
Combat or Ranged rows. 


Berserker: This unit changes into a much stronger version of itself if a 
Mardroeme is played before or after it. 


Commander's Horn: This appears as a non-unit Neutral card (place on 
any row), or as a character's ability (affects only the row the character is 
played on). It doubles the strength of all unit cards in that row. Limit to 1 
per row, 


® Decoy: This non-unit Neutral card allows you to swap it with a card on 
the battlefield to return it to your hand. 


(?) Hero: This unit is immune to any special effects or abilities. 


Medic; After playing this card, choose one card from the discard pile 
‘and play it instantly (no Heroes or Special cards). 


S) Morale Boost: Adds +1 to all units in the row (excluding Itself). 


Mardroeme: This appears as a non-unit Skellige card (place on any 
row), or as a character's ability (affects only the row the character is 
played on). It triggers transformation of all Berserker Cards on the 
same row. 


@ Muster: Find any cards with the same name in your deck and play 
them instantly 


@) Scorch (Specific Row or All Rows): Destroy enemy's strongest unit in 
a specific row, if the combined strength of all his or her units is 10 or 
more. “Scorch” and “Clan Dimom Pirate” cards affect the whole 
battlefield. “Scorch (Specific Row)" cards (which are all “character” 
cards, beside the Clan Dimom Pirate) affect only one row. 


Spy: Place on your opponent's battlefield and draw 2 cards from 
your deck. 


ce) Tight Bond: Placing this unit next to a card with the same name will 
double the strength of both cards. 


Weather: Biting Frost: This appears as a non-unit Neutral card. It sets 
the strength of all Close Combat cards to 1 for both payers. 


Weather: Impenetrable Fog: This appears as a non-unit Neutral card, It 
sets the strength of all Ranged cards to 1 for both players. 


Weather: Torrential Rain: This appears as a non-unit Neutral card, It 
sets the strength of all Siege cards to 1 for both players. 


Weather: Skellige Storm: This appears as a non-unit Skellige card. It 
sets the strength of all Ranged and Siege cards to 1 for both players. 


Weather: Clear Weather: This appears as a non-unit Neutral card. It 
removes any current weather effects across the entire battlefield. 


oO NEUTRAL CARDS 


There are a number of cards that feature both Hero 
and non-Hero unit cards that do not belong to a 
specific faction. These Neutral cards include Geralt 
of Rivia, Cilla, Yennefer of Vengerberg, and even 
Gaunter O'Dimm. They fil the roles of various Unit 
types and some have special abilities to further 
improve other cards on the battlefield. They do 

‘not care which faction they are used by, and are 
sometimes added so a deck without a particular 
ability can utilize one held by a neutral card, 


For example, a Gwent player is creating a Monster 
deck, but has no medic (as all Monster faction 

cards don’t have this ability). However, Yennefer of 
Vengerberg does have a Medic ability, so she is added to the deck. 


@ @ @ UNIT CARDS 


Unit Cards constitute your primary means of earning 
‘strength points in a Gwent game. There are three 
types of Unit Cards to place on the combat rows of 
your battlefield: Close Combat (shown), Ranged, and 
Siege. Some of these cards possess special abilities 
‘that enhance the Strength of other cards on the 
battlefield, and can allow for dramatic reversals in the 
middle of a bout. Just what all these abilities are, and 
how to use them, is explained later into this chapter. 


[e) LEADER CARDS 


Each of the five deck types in Gwent has a Leader 
Card (selected before a bout), the commander of the 
forces represented by that deck. These special cards 
have abilities that can be invoked during a player's 
tum, once per match. Used correctly, a Leader Card 
can cause dramatic comebacks, so it is important 

to understand what your Leader Card can do and 
then use that ability accordingly. There are a variety 
of Leader Cards for each Faction; all aspects of the 
Leader or Leaders in question. These variants (that are 
separate cards collected throughout your adventure) 
can be earned, found, or purchased, and each has a 
Unique special ability, Consult the in-depth section 
next for more pertinent information on Leader Cards. 


re) HERO CARDS 


Heroes are unique to each deck. These special 
individuals are related to the factions represented 
by the five Gwent deck types, Heroes are immune to 
abilities, which makes them very useful in situations 
where the rest of your card draw is being stymied in 
‘some way by Special or Weather cards. In general, 
Hero Cards are far more powerful than standard unit 
cards. However, they have a drawback; any abilities 
your other cards may have which could be deemed 
positive, such as the Medic’s ability to bring a discard 
card back to battle, do not work on Heroes. 


r+) SPECIAL CARDS 


Special Cards are different. They offer no strength 
point amount. They offer a single, specific advantage 
when played, and are designed to be utilized when 
the abilities of your unit cards, There are four non- 
Weather special cards to learn to use: 


© Decoy: These swap with a card on your battlefield, 
etuming it to your hand, enabling you to retrieve a 
card you don't wish to utilize, but wish to keep. 


Commander's Horn: This doubles the strength of 
all unit cards in a row. They are placed in the “horn 
section”, on the left side of the battlefield. Only 
‘one Hom can be placed in a row, so. a maximum of 
three Horns can be used (one in each of your three 
rows), The fancy fop Dandelion and the Skellige bard Draig Bon-Dhu also 
have this ability, 


Scorch: This slays the strongest card(s) on the battlefield, whether it is your 
card or your opponent's card. Careful strategy is needed here as Scorch seeks 
‘ut the highest non-Hero card value, and torches it into the discard pile and 
then follows it there. Three unit (or “character") cards have a variation of this 
‘Scorch ability too (Villentretenmerth, Toad, and Schirru). 


Mardroeme: This triggers transformation of all Young Berserker, and 
Berserker Cards on the same row; changing into ravenous Vildkaarls with a 
much higher strength value. As Berserker cards are specific to the Skellige 
Clans deck, the Mardroeme only becomes useful when utilized with this 
faction. The Skelliger Druid Ermion also has this ability. 


Remember that Hero cards are not affected by Decoy, Commander's Hom, 
Scorch, or Mardroeme cards. 
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t+) WEATHER CARDS 


Weather cards are a subset of Special cards. Each 
deck type has access to Weather cards, which give 
you additional ways to respond to plays made by an 
‘opponent. Four inclement Weather Cards can cripple 
the strength points of all cards in a given row or rows 
on the battlefield, reducing all the strength in both your 
‘and your opponent's row to 1 (excluding Hero cards). 
Playing them requires some forethought, as this can 
wildly affect the Strength totals for both sides. There's 
also a fifth Weather Card, Clear Weather, that clears 
all other Weather Cards in play. This can completely 
negate a stratagem relying on Weather cards. 


* Biting Frost affects Close Combat cards. 

© Impenetrable Fog affects Ranged cards, 

© Torrential Rain affects Siege cards. 

© Skellige Storm affects Ranged and Siege cards. 


All Weather cards should be played with care, as they can ruin your own strategy, 
‘as well as your opponent's! Remember that just as you can play a Weather- 
clearing card, so too can your opponent. 


BECOMING A TRUE GWENTLEMAN: GENERAL GWENT TIPS 
Before this chapter expands on the tactics of a Gwent game to mind- 
bending proportions, it is worth learning a few general tips to aid you in 
your initial competitions: 


* Play Cautiously: You draw only 10 cards from your customized deck at the 
Start of a match. Outside of any special abilities that allow you to draw more 
cards from the deck, that's it! Don't blow all of your best cards too early ina 
match; you must win two rounds with those 10 cards! 


* Pass if you must, and pass wisely: You can choose to pass a turn for any 
number of reasons. If your opponent's cards feel too overwhelming for that 
round, if you feel that they might be over extending their cards and playing 
too strong in an early round, if you're confident they cannot counter your 
hand, etc. Just remember that passing a tum is not automatically forfeiting 
‘@ match! It is just as much a part of your strategy as playing a card at the 
right time. Again, remember that you have only 10 cards to work with across 
potentially three rounds of Gwent, but so does your opponent! 


* Weather Cards are a double-edged sword: Weather Cards can dampen the 
effects of cards for both players. Knowing this, if you intend to use a Weather 
Card, wait until it looks like your opponent is favoring a row that your Weather 
can affect, then try to strengthen combat rows that aren't going to suffer the 
Weather effect. 


Acquire new Gwent cards at your earliest convenience: The deck you 
begin with might be capable of beating your earliest competition, but if you 
want to defeat all comers, including the special opponents holding onto the 
rarest cards in the world, you must form a much better deck. You can buy 
new cards as early as the Inn at White Orchard during the prologue, where 
you first learn how to play Gwent, 


'* Integrate powerful new cards into your deck as soon as you get them: 
Decks do not make themselves. You need to add the cards to your deck for 
‘them to be of any use. 


* Minimize your deck size: The more cards you have in a deck, the less 
chance you have of drawing the specific ones you want. Craft your decks to 
be as lean as possible, ensuring a good spread of Unit, Special, Neutral, and 
Hero Cards to cover your bases. It's just as important to cull weaker cards or 
those that don’t fit the strategy to which you're tailoring the deck. 


* Challenge Gwent players met during quests: Some quests involve larger 
‘events where Geralt may encounter Gwent players while he takes on other, 
important tasks. If you have an interest in collecting all the cards, challenge 
them as soon as possible. You may not get another chance, and this can cost 
you some rare and powerful cards! This guide has identified quests where 
Geralt encounters Gwent opponents in the Quest section of this guide, 


» 
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With over 250 Gwent cards out there to find, gathering all these cards can become 
overwhelming, so remember the following: 


1. You can win (random) cards by beating merchants, crafters, traders, and 

\ innkeepers you meet. All are stationary and linked to a settlement. You only -g 
|} receive one card from them when you beat them for the first time; if you want a 
|}. second (random) card, you must find another player. 

2. You can win unique cards by playing different individuals as part of Gwent-retated 
‘quests, or during specific events and on-Gwent related quests. Watch out! I's 
‘possible to miss out on some of these cards entirely, so be sure to play any important 
tournament players or acquaintances you encounter over the course of your adventure. 


1 
| 3, You're able to purchase Gwent cards from vendors. These are usually in taverns 
| 
i 


‘or inns throughout the realm. Various curio merchants in Novigrad may also offer 
a selection of cards; usually between four and five. 

}) Need to know where all these potential players are? Then look for the Gwent Player 

{con in the Atlas, and consult the Gwentfolk of the Northern Realms section in this 

guide's Appendix, on page 800. 

Need to know where every single Gwent card is located, including those from Hearts 
of Stone and Blood and Wine? Then consult the Gwent Cards section in this guide's 
Appendix, on page 782. 2 


‘Need a player who isn’t going to sap your funds, who you can practice Gwent 
against for free? Then visit the Corvo Bianco Vineyard in Toussaint. As part of Blood 
‘and Wine Secondary Quest: No Place Like Home (see page 242), your majordomo 
Barnabas-Basil Foulty, offers to play Gwent with you: 


‘Should you challenge him, you can request he play as any of the five factions 
(or “surprise” you and play as a random faction), and then request he uses a 
strong, middle, or weak deck depending on the challenge you require. Ths Is an 
excellent way to train for the Gwent tournaments both in Toussaint, and across the 
Northern Realms! 


GWENT: ADVANGED CARD AND) DECK TAGHI@S 


Amassing a huge collection of Gwent cards means nothing if you can’t effectively 
trounce your opponents during a game itself! With this in mind, the following 
section exhaustively details all the available Gwent cards and their abilities, 
and delivers individual tactics for specific cards (or sets of cards), as well as 
general and advanced tactics for each Faction Deck you are building. This proves 
invaluable before you face any opponent, and particularly the ones mentioned in 
the tables that are related to Secondary and Gwent quests (on page 481). 


CARD UNIT AND ABILITY TYPES: AN OVERVIEW 


By now, you should understand the variety of symbols that adorn each Gwent 
card you collect. The next step is learning and understanding just how many of 
each type of card is available (to both you and your opponent), which in turn can 
dramatically help you to plan your own decks and bouts. This section focuses on 
Unit Type, and also Unit abilities. 


UNIT TYPES AND ABILITIES: A TABLE 

Study the following table carefully; it breaks down the number of cards of each 
€ particular type and the number of cards with a particular ability (excluding 
weather). This is helpful in determining which Faction relies on a type of card 
more heavily than another. After this table, more specific advice is imparted. If 
you wish to see a complete breakdown of abilities for all cards, consult the table 
at the very end of this chapter, on page 136. 
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Remember that certain cards may have more than one ability, such as Yenneter of 
‘Vengerberg, who is both a Hero and a Medic. That rapscallion Olgierd von Everec 
iso’t only Agile, but he offers a morale boost too. And the disgusting Kayran from the 
Monster Deck is the only card with three abilities: Hero, Agile, and Morale Boost 
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“includes cards with the “Agile” ability that can be placed in either row 
"Includes all non-Weather related Special cards 
“includes Hemdall, which is summoned via the Kambi card 


“*** includes the Transformed Vildkaarl, which has this ability only when Berserked 

***** includes Cerys, who summons non-Muster cards; the Shield Maidens 

* includes the three Transformed Young Vildkaarls, which have this ability only 
when Berserked 


CARD UNIT AND ABILITY TYPES: IN-DEPTH TACTICS 


Each unit type and ability is now detailed in more depth, so that you know what to expect from a rival who plays this type of card, how you should react to it, and how 


to play each type of card yourself. 


LEADER CARDS [22 CARDS) 


Each Faction is led by a mighty leader. Though their cards never enter the 
battlefield itself, Leaders can play a pivotal role during a Gwent bout, as each one 
has a unique ability you can employ at any time, instead of playing a card from 
your hand. But this Leader is much more than a way to delay playing out cards 
(though you can use a Leader card like this if you're desperate to keep your card 
count up, or cards in your hand). A good Gwent player recognizes the strengths 
of their Leader's ability, and uses it when it is most beneficial to them, 


Be sure to check your opponent's Gwent battlefield (top left comer) to see and 
inspect their Leader's ability, so you can proactively react to it instead of being 
surprised during a bout. Should you lose, rebuild or tweak your deck so your 
opponent's Leader ability is minimized, if you can. 


The following Leader cards are available to each faction, All are aspects of the 
same Leader (so there are four Leaders—one per faction—with five cards to 
choose from). Spend time playing bouts with each Leader type until you're happy 
with the synergy between Leader and battlefield troops. 


MONSTER FACTION LEADER: EREDIN (5 CARDS) 


Eredin: King of the Wild Hunt 
Ability: Pick any Weather card from your deck and 
play it instantly 


Benefits: This enables you to hamstring your 
‘opponent's rows, so pick Weather cards depending 
on the type of rows your foe favors placing cards 

‘on, Remember you need the card in your deck, not 
your hand. This also works with Clear Weather cards, 
‘enabling you to remove the crippling effects of a 
foe's Weather cards on your forces without worrying 
about getting a Clear Weather card or not. Think of it 
as insurance to keep a row you're using at maximum, 
strength, despite any Weather problems. Or, use it 
offensively to cripple a foe with rows you aren't strong in (like Ranged or Siege). 
‘As Monster Decks favor Close Combat and Muster troops, Biting Frost isn't 
usually a good idea if you use this ability. 


Shortfalts: This ability may not even be played during a match, and is useless 
if you don't have a Weather card to play. It forces you to reduce your deck size, 
which can be a critical mistake in later rounds. For full flexibility (choosing 
Clear Weather, Biting Frost, Impenetrable Fog, or Torrential Rain), you need four 
‘additional cards in your deck, reducing the chances of obtaining more powerful 
cards you need 


Eredin: Destroyer of Worlds 
Ability: Discard 2 cards and draw 1 card of your 
choice from your deck. 


Benefits: If you favor large decks, and find yourself 
looking at a couple of cards you can't play (such 

‘as Weather Cards), then this is a good choice of 
ability. You can also employ more advanced plans of 
discarding cards you don’t need, but wish to Medic 
back into play in a subsequent round, giving you more 
flexibility. This is also helpful if you're searching for a 
specific card to thoroughly demoralize your opponent. 
Need Toad to lay waste to your opponent's Ranged 
Row? Don’t have Toad in your hand? Then discard 
two cards, find him in your deck, and demolish an opponent! This ability is key 
to finding and using a powerful card (Villentretenmerth, Kayran, Toad, Mysterious 
Elf, Yennefer, or a Hero) exactly when you want to. It isn’t advisable to use on 
Muster cards (as you're likely to have one of that group in your hand anyway, 
and all of the group are played when you place one on the battlefield). 


Shortfalls: if you're exercising deck-building control, and are minimizing the 
“less important” cards you pick before a match, it becomes less necessary to 
employ this Leader ability (as you're likely to want to keep all the cards in your 
hand no matter what you draw). This reduces your card count by one (usually not 
a good idea if you're outdrawing an opponent), A better strategy Is not to “bloat” 
your deck with cards you'll be discarding without playing in the first place! 


Eredin: Commander of the Red Riders 
Ability: Double the strength of all your Close Combat 
Units (unless a Commander's Hom is also present on 
that row) 


Benefits: This is essentially a “free” Commander's 
Horn ability to use whenever you see fit. Need to win 
a round, but don’t want to expend any high-point 
cards in doing so? Want to ensure victory and bolster 
your Close Combat row? Then employ this ability. 
This also means you can remove one (or more) 
Commander's Horn cards (and especially Dandelion, 
as this bonus doesn’t stack), freeing you up to pick 
‘more powerful cards. 


Shortfalls: You can't use this on Ranged or Siege rows (which isn’t usually a 
problem for Monster Decks as they are primarily focused on Close Combat), tt 
also causes your front line to be even more susceptible to Weather or Scorch 
from your foe. Play this card late, having already totaled the bonus it grants you 
in your head, and pull out a win late in the round! 


Eredin: Bringer of Death 
Ability: Restore a card from your discard pile to 
your hand. 


Benefits: If you have a high-value, non-Hero card 
you wish to reuse (like Villentretenmerth or Toad, for 
example), feel free to use this Ability, It also allows 
you to return an enemy Spy (if playing against the 
Nilfgaard or Northern Realms) back into play, against 
‘the foe that initially played it! This acts just like 

‘a Medic (but without a Medic card appearing on 

the battlefield), and as Monster Decks are devoid 

of Medics (except Yennefer), this enables you to 
utilize the many Medic strategies that are usually 
unavailable to you. 


Shortfalls: This sounds initially excellent, but beware of some rules that lessen 
the impact of this ability: You can't restore a Hero. Unlike a Medic, you don't 
receive the Medics points cost added to your battlefield, You shouldn't use it on 
Muster forces (as once discarded, Muster groups can't be placed back on the 
battlefield as a group) either. As an ability, if you don’t have a discarded card you 
want, this ability is likely not to be utilized at all 


Eredin Bréacc Glas: The Treacherous 
Ability: Passive, Doubles the strength of all spy cards 
(affects both players). 


Benefits: This is beneficial to use against Northern 
Realms, and especially Nilfgaardian Empire decks, 
where Spy use is frequent. As the Spy's biggest 
drawback is that its strength is added to the 
‘opponent's total, and you don't use Spies, you're 
effectively doubling the strength of any enemy Spy 
placed on any of your rows. Did the Nilfgaard place 
Stefan Skellen on your Close Combat row? Well, with 
this Leader ability, his strength is now worth 18 to 
you, instead of 9! 


Shortfalls: This is useless against Scoia'Tael and Monster decks, as they don't 
have Spies (and the Neutral Spy available, Mysterious Elf, has a strength point 
total of 0). Spies are often Decoyed back into your opponent's hand, so the bonus 
you receive from them is often fleeting. As even Spy-heavy enemy decks (such 
as the Nilfgaard and Northem Realms) only utilize three Spies with strength 
Points, the bonuses you receive are usually very weak anyway (for example, 
Thaler only gives you 2 strength points instead of 1); not usually enough to tum 
the tide of battie! 
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NILFGAARDIAN EMPIRE FACTION LEADER: 
EMHYR VAR EMREIS [5 CARDS) 


Emhyr var Emreis: 

His Imperial Majesty 

Ability: Pick a Torrential Rain card from your deck and 
play it instantly. 


Benefits: Having the ability (assuming a Torrential 
Rain card Is in your deck) to cripple an opponent's 
Siege row at any moment is a good power to have, at 


Emhyr var Emreis: The Relentless 
Ability: Draw a card from your opponent's 
discard pile 


Benefits: This essentially acts as a Medic ability, but 
brings back a (non-Hero) card from your foe which 
you can utilize yourself. Need two Villentretenmerths 
(one from your deck, and one from your opponent's)? 
Then rummage around in your foe's discard pile to 
find him! This allows you to take a vastly powerful 
card your opponent previously played, and “return the 


favor” back at them! Also use it to gather a card from 
your foe that might not be powerful, but is something 
that can really hamper your opponent's progress 
(such as taking a Tight Bond card and stopping a foe using a Medic to bring 
that back into play). This Ability is also unique (that is, you can't do this with any 
normal unit card), adding to your flexibility 


least during the initial bouts of Gwent. It's great to use 
against Northern Realms opponents, as this faction 
primarily relies on Siege units, and to a lesser extent, 
the Nilfgaard. Be sure to plan your own decks and 
attacks around this ability (so don’t stack your own 
deck with Siege units if you hope to use it)! 


Shortfalis: Firstly, this Ability only works if you have a Torrential Rain card in 
your deck (not your hand), meaning you must add one (or more) to your deck. 
Secondly, as Torrential Rain only affects Siege units, it is useless against any 
foe that only has a minimal Siege presence (such as Scoia'Tael and to a lesser 
‘extent, Monster Decks). Thirdly, there are more devastating Emhyr var Emreis Emhyr var Emreis: Invader of the North 
abilities to pick. Fourthly, as your own forces are likely to be using Siege units, Ability: Abilities that restore a unit to the battlefield 
this can cripple your own Siege row too! restore a randomly-chosen unit. Affects both players, 


Benefits: This interferes with both players’ Medics 
and any Leader abilities that restore cards from the 


Shortfalls: This isn't useful during the first round, when your opponent has a 
small discard pile of cards you might not wish to use. If you play this ability and 
there isn't a suitable card to take, the ability is wasted, 


Emhyr var Emreis: 


prelate eek from your discard pile, back into play. It causes chaos, and can 
‘opponent's hand. bi really hamper an opponent's Medic strategies. Is your 


foe constantly returning Tight Bond or high-value 


Benefits: Often used during the final stages of a bout, 
‘as this becomes more useful the fewer cards your 
‘Opponent has left. As you're likely to be trying to add 
high-value non-Heroes, or Tight Bond cards (such as 


non-Heroes back into play (such as Villentretenmerth)? 
Then minimize the chances of this happening using 
this ability; no one knows what cards are likely to 
return. As this affects you as well, you may wish to 


minimize Medics in your own hand, and play this 
Leader ability on a foe you know uses Medics all the time. 


the Impera Brigade Guards) to bolster your strength 
points, you want to be assured that your foe won't 
nagate this influx of strength by using a Weather 
Card or Scorch. This ensures you know whether 
the likelihood of this happening will occur. It's also 
sometimes great to see what your foe has left, as well as Weather Cards and 
Scorch, so you can calculate whether you're able to win the round or pass. 


Shortfalls: This Ability is much less powerful the more cards your opponent 

has (as you won't know, even after using it, exactly what your foe can attempt). 
The random nature of this ability is also suspect, as giving you some (but not 

al) information regarding your opponent is sometimes counter-productive. For 
example, if you're hoping a foe won't play a Weather Card, they still might if you 
didn't see the card while using this Ability. It also isn’t helpful to use early on 
when your foe can still draw from his or her deck (as the deck can't be looked al). 


Shortfalls: If your foe only has a few discarded cards that can be restored, they 
stil have a chance of getting the card they wanted, or at least something of 

Use. This isn't usually completely detrimental to your foe (they will always draw 
something, even if it's not what they specifically wanted). This ability also affects 
you, so if you're heavily involved in utilizing Medic tactics that require the return 
of specific cards, this may not be the Leader ability for you. 


NORTHERN REALMS FACTION LEADER: FOLTEST (5 CARDS) 


Foltest: King of Temeria 
Ability: Pick an Impenetrable Fog card from your deck 
and play it instantly. 


Benefits: ideal for playing against opponents you 
know are likely to employ a large number of Ranged 
units (such as the Scoia'Tael), as this gives you a 
better chance at nullifying them (you can draw an 
Impenetrable Fog from your hand if you already have 
it, or use this Ability). Think of this as increasing the 
chances of hobbling a foe's ranged row (and also 
your own); with this in mind, refrain from choosing a 
majority of ranged troops for your own battlefield. 


Shorttalls: You must have an Impenetrable Fog card 
in your deck (not in your hand), otherwise this ability is useless, This means 

the ability may not be used as often as other ablities, and isn't as flexible. 

tt also means you must place at least one Impenetrable Fog in your deck, which 
can “bloat” your deck. Are opponents massing in their Close Combat or Siege 
rows? Then this ability isn’t helpful. Finally, if you find yourself using Ranged 
units yourself (such as the Crinfrid Reavers Dragon Hunters), this negates all 
their bonuses 


Emhyr var Emreis: The White Flame 
Ability: Cancel your opponent's Leader Ability. 


Benefits: This is pretty self-explanatory; if you're 
‘constantly cursing an opponent's Leader (such as 
Foltest's Lord Commander of the North ability to 

bring Clear Weather to an opponent's rain-soaked 
Siege row) which contributes to your demise, then 
utlize this card. Is your enemy Leader's ability always 
seeming to turn the tide of battle in thelr favor? Then 
stop this entirely by nullifying their Leader! Check your 
‘opponent's Leader ability first, before adjusting your 
strategy accordingly. 


Shortfalls: This doesn't offer any offensive or other 

bonuses to your own side outside of removing both Leaders from play. It forces 
you to play a Leaderless game of Gwent, which is fine if you don't enjoy using 
‘any of Emhyr var Emreis’ other Leader abilities, but sometimes general units 
benefit from having a Leader, or the chaos a more random Leader ability brings. 


Foltest: Lord Commander of the North 
Ability: Clear any Weather effects (resulting from 
Biting Frost, Torrential Rain, or Impenetrable Fog) 

in play. 


Benefits: Incredibly useful both at the beginning of 
your Gwent career, and even during bouts with the 
land's most professional players. This is essentially a 
“free” Clear Weather card to use whenever you like! 
Unlike some other Leader abilities, you don't need 

a Clear Weather card in your deck, freeing you up 

to add a more potent offensive card instead while 
‘keeping your deck lean. It also favors players who 
aren't interested in using Weather cards themselves. 


Foltest: Son of Medel 

Ability: Destroy your enemy's strongest Ranged 
Combat unit(s) if the combined strength of all his or 
her Ranged Combat units is 10 or more. 


Benefits: Think of this as a Scorch card to employ 
on a foe's entire Ranged row, removing one or more 
f their highest point units. Just like The Steel- 
Forged Leader Ability, this is particularly effective 
against opponents who primarily use Ranged units; 
particularly the Scoia’Tael, and to a lesser extent the 
other factions too. This offers a greater opportunity 
at camage compared to The Stee!-Forged (unless 
you're playing against Northern Realms), as generally 


Finally t completely removes an enemy's biggest threat; so save this until late an opponent plays more Ranged cards than Siege ones. Remember that all 


in a round you want to win; essentially ignoring the penalties your rows are “character Scorch” tactics (detailed in the “Scorch” section to come) work 
suffering from. You can also “hide” your troop's abilities (and strength point with this ability too. This has the same Scorch ability as the Monster Toad card; 
totals) by placing them in a row suffering from Weather effects, before removing consult that for more tactical options (including the use of Impenetrable Fog to 


the effects at the last minute. wipe out multiple cards at once). 


Shortfalls: This affects both you and your opponent, so this shortfall of Shortfalls: This doesn't affect Heroes. This Is less effective against Monster 
Clear Weather also applies here. It stops you from using Weather cards as Decks, or opponents that spot this Ability and don’t employ Ranged units in 
often, and is useless if your foe doesn't use Weather cards. But it's great battle. As many Scoia’Tael troops are Agile, a cunning opponent is likely to move 


insurance, nevertheless. 


Foltest: The Siegemaster 

Ability: Doubles the strength of all your Siege units 
(unless a Commander's Horn is also present on 
that row). 


Benefits: This is essentially a “free” Commander's 
Horn ability to use whenever you see fit (but only on 
a Siege row), Need to win a round, but don’t want 
to expend any high-point cards in doing so? Want 

to ensure victory and bolster your Siege row? Then 
employ this ability. This also means you can remove 
‘one (or more) Commander's Horns, freeing you up to 
pick more powerful cards. 


‘Shortfalis: You can’t use this ability on Close Combat 


them into the Close Combat line so this ability won't get used. This ability is 
also inflexible; it can't help you lessen the strength of other rows at all (unless 
the foe puts all their Agile troops in the Close Combat line, and you react by 
‘subsequently using Villentretenmerth or a Special Scorch), 


SCOIA'TAEL FACTION LEADER: 
FRANCESCA FINDABAIR (5 CARDS) 


Francesca Findabair: Pureblood Elf 
Ability: Pick a Biting Frost card from your deck and 
play it instantly, 


Benefits: Exceptional for playing against opponents 
you know are likely to employ a large number of 
Close Combat units (such as Monster deck players), 
as this gives you a better chance at removing them 
as a threat (you can draw Biting Frost from your 


‘or Ranged rows (which is less of a problem for Northern Realms decks as they hand if you already have it, or use this Ability). Think 
have a high proportion of units focused on the Siege row). It also causes your of this as increasing the chances of crippling a foe's 
Siege row to be even more susceptible to Weather or Scorch cards from your Close Combat row (and also your own). As your Close 
foe; so play this card late, having already totaled the bonus it grants you in your Combat row is also affected, utilize your troops’ Agile 
head, and pull out a win late in the round! abilities before using this Ability, so the majority of 
your army is in the Ranged Row. Finally, this ability is slightly more powerful than 
other similar Leader powers that allow Weather Cards from other rows to be 
played, as the highest proportion of unit cards are Close Combat-related. 


Shortfalls; You must have a Biting Frost card in your deck (not in your hand), 
otherwise this ability is useless. This means the ability may not be used as often 
as other Leader abilities, as it isn’t as flexible. It also means you have to place 
at least one Biting Frost in your deck, causing deck “bloating”. Are opponents 
‘massing in their Ranged or Siege rows? Then this ability won't help you. Finally, 
if you find yourself using Close Combat units yourself (such as the Muster group 


Foltest: The Steel-Forged 

Ability: Destroy your enemy's strongest Siege unit(s) 
if the combined strength of all his or her Siege units 
is 10 or more. 


Bonofits: Think of this as a Scorch card to play 

on a hapless opponent's entire Siege line, wiping 

ut one or more of their highest point units. This is 
particularly effective against Northem Realms, and (to 


a lesser extent) the Nilfgaardian Empire who employ 

a large proportion of Siege units. Remember that all 
“character Scorch” tactics (detailed in the "Scorch" 
section to come) work with this ability too. This has 
the same Scorch ability as the Scoia’Tael Schirru card; 


of Havekar Smugglers), this negates all their bonuses. 


Francesca Findabair: Daisy of the Valley 
Ability: Draw an extra card at the beginning of the battle. 


Benefits: Unlike some other Leader abilities, this 


consult that for more tactical options (including the use of Torrential Rain to wipe 


‘out multiple cards at once). works in every battle (you won't forget to use it, or not 


have the right combination of cards or effects to make 
‘Shortfalls: This doesn’t affect Heroes. This is far less effective at factions that this useful). Though the card you retrieve is random, 
don't employ Siege units (Scoia'Tael only uses one, and Monster decks only it's always helpful to have 11 cards in your hand at 
have four possible units outside of Gaunter 0’Dimm's Neutral cards). It is also the start of a game compared to ten (as you obviously 
inflexible; it can’t help you lessen the strength of other rows at all. have more choice of what to play). This also helps to 
negate the shortfall of the Scoia’Tael deck in terms of 
not having any Spies (which offer a similar effect), But 
everyone loves having a bigger deck! 


Shortfalls: This can't be played at your leisure (such 

as during the end stages of a round where you might need an extra card). The 

card you receive may be random, so you could end up with two Clear Weather 

cards that are of limited use (but that is more to do with your deck-building skills 

than a shortfall of this Ability), It essentially leaves you “leaderless” for the rest of - 
‘the bout (that is, you can't rely on a Weather-related leader ability), 
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“Francesca Findabair: Queen of Dol Blathanna 


Ability: Destroy your enemy's strongest Close Combat unit(s) if the combined strength of all his or her Close Combat units is 10 or more. 


Benefits: Think of this as a Scorch card to use on an opponent's entire Close Combat row, removing one or more of their highest point 
‘units, This is amazingly effective against opponents who primarily use Close Combat units; particularly Monster decks, and the other 
factions too. This offers a greater opportunity at mayhem as generally any opponent plays more Close Combat cards than those of 
other raws (though your tactics should change if you see an enemy with this Leader ability, and you have Agile troops). Remember that 
all “character Scorch” tactics (detailed in the “Scorch” section to come) work with this ability too. This has the same Scorch ability as 
the Villentretenmerth card; consult that for more tactical options (including the use of Biting Frost to wipe out multiple cards at once). 
Finally, partner this ability with Villentretenmerth (for Close Combat rows) and Schirru (for Siege rows), essentially giving you this ability 


three times! 


Shortfalls; This doesn’t affect Heroes. This Is less effective at decks that recognize the threat and adjust where they place their units (away 
from the Close Combat row). As many Scoia'Tael troops are Agile, an opponent using this deck may move these troop types into the Ranged 


row so your ability is less effective. This ability is also inflexible; it won't lessen the strength of other rows at all (unless you employ Scirru 


at their Siege line), 


Francesca Findabair: The Beautiful 
Ability: Doubles the strength of all your Ranged 
Combat units (unless a Commander's Horn is also 
Present on that row). 


Benefits: This is essentially a “free” Commander's 
Horn ability to use whenever you see fit (but only on a 
Ranged row). Do you crave the winning of a round, but 
don't want to expend any high-point cards in doing 
‘so? What to ensure victory and bolster your Ranged 
tow? Then employ this ability. This also means you 
‘can remove one (or more) Commander's Horns, 
freeing you up to pick more powerful cards (or unit 
cards), Also look at the strengths of all your Scoia’Tael 
Ranged and Agile units; there's a vast number worth between four and six points. 
With this ability, they are now worth between eight and 12! 


‘Shortfalls: You can't use this ability on Close Combat or Siege rows. The latter 
isn'ta problem at all (only one Scoia'Tael card is a Siege unit), but this does 
mean you might want to drop more Agile units into your Ranged rows to bolster 
this ability, All this bolstering of the Ranged Row makes it very susceptible to 
Weather or Scorch cards from your opponent; so play this card late, having 
already totaled the bonus it may bring, and pull it out for a late win! 


Francesca Findabair: 

Hope of the Aen Seidhe 

Ability: Move Agile units to whichever valid row 
maximizes their strength (don't move units already in 
optimal row). 


Benefits: This gives you ultimate flexibility in combat! 
ttalso doesn't affect the opponent, meaning you reap 
all of the benefits, It is great to use to feint a foe; drop 
all your Agile troops (you have nine to choose from) 
into Close Combat, and ignore any Weather effects. 
Then push them into the Ranged row late into the 
found to augment that row. Purposefully trick your foe. 
Keep the row you want to push Agile troops into low in 
‘strength. Don't drop a Morale Boost or Commander's Horn card in there, as that 
increases the rows points; but use Morale Boost or the Horn afterwards! Just be 
sure to plan out this strategy beforehand; and calculate the strength point totals 
for both rows (plus other bonuses) to ensure the move goes without a hitch. 


‘Shortfalls: This puts all of your eggs in one basket, meaning a cunning opponent 
‘may wait until you mass your Ranged Agile forces into Close Combat, and then 
Unleash a Biting Frost or Scorch (or both!). So use this late in a round to negate 
uich possible problems, it also negates any bonuses you might have placed 

in the row your troops are moving from (such as a Dandelion’s Commander's 
Horn if you move Close Combat Agile units into the Ranged row). Finally, watch 
your row totals; you can't move a load of Agile units into a row with an optimal 
‘strength point count. 


SKELLIGE CLANS FACTION LEADERS: 
KING BRAN AND CRACH AN CRAITE (2 CARDS) 


King Bran 
Ability: Units only lose haf their values in bad 
weather conditions. 


Benefits: This is an ability that is constantly available, 
‘and doesn’t need to be played. It simply reduces any 
of your weather-effected units to half their value, 
instead of 1 (while your opponent's weather-effected 
units are crippled to 1 as usual). It doesn’t take a 
tactical genius to figure out how helpful this is; it 
mitigates your opponent's best attempts to lessen 
your prowess by playing Weather cards against you. 
This opens up tactical options such as stacking 
‘Skellige Storm and Biting Frost cards in your deck, 
and using them to blanket the entire battlefield, keeping your foe crippled due 

to weather while you benefit from King Bran’s bonuses, This also allows you to 
keep some of the bonuses certain units bring, such as the Tight Bond bonuses of 
your Clan An Craite Warriors, while lessening your foe’s points total severely. Also 
be sure to use King Bran, your Weather Cards, and Scorch (from the Clan Dimun 
Pirate) to level the battlefield! 


Shortfall: This is far less effective if you or your opponent isn't using Weather 
cards or placing a number of Heroes that are unaffected by Weather. Playing 
against a foe with this Leader should be a clue to stack your deck with Clear 
Weather cards to nullify his bonus, Clear Weather is the bane of King Bran! 


Crach an Craite 
Ability: Shuffles all cards from each player's 
graveyards back into their decks. 


Benefits: This ability can be used once per match, 
and is obviously only available once you have a 
discard pile (or “graveyard”) to utilize. Essentially 
acting as a much more powerful Medic, but granting 
all previously-used cards back into play for both 
sides, you can maximize your favorite tactics by using 
them twice in a match instead of once. For example, 
employ Cerys and her Shield Maidens in the first 
Found to ensure victory; then utilize Crach an Craite at 
the start of the second round, and retrieve Cerys and 
her Shield Maidens to battle once again! This can reduce the effectiveness for 
Medics (who draw from your discard pile) and Muster cards (that summon from 
your discard pile) as well. t's also the only way to return Heroes back into battle 
(as well as Mardroemes to reuse with Berserkers), enables you to elongate any 
of the Ability plans contained in this chapter, and forces a much more aggressive 
‘style of game (for example; use a Scorch character card, use Crach an Craite, 
then Medic it back to use it three times in a game!). 


‘Shortfalls: You reap all of the benefits, but so does your opponent, and he or she 
can employ exactly the same tactics (playing large-value cards early, and using 
‘them again). This almost forces you into a less-flexible tactical plan, as playing 
the waiting game isn’t as beneficial (why use Crach an Craite if you've only a few 
discarded cards you won't use again?). The trick is to use this card to maximize 
the rewards you receive, while minimizing those of your opponent. It also forces 
you to remember what your foe has already played, and figure that any or all of 
those cards are likely to be played again. 


SPECIAL WEATHER CARDS [15 CARDS) 


The five Weather cards available to you cause a 
variety of Battlefield effects that severely reduce 
combat effectiveness in a particular row or rows, or 
restore the Battlefield back to normal. A total of 15 
Weather cards are available to collect; three of each 
type. All of them can be played as part of your deck 
strategy, though it's better to figure out strategies 
based on the likelihood of Weather being effective, 
rather than dumping every Weather card into 

your deck. 


‘Weather cards are less potent when you're using 
tactics that focus more on unit abilities, such as 
gathering up Tight Bond units. As Weather cards 


Biting Frost Ability: Sets 
increase your deck size, you may receive a number of pe ~ 


the strength of al Close 
Weather cards at the start of a game when you really Combat cards to 1 for both 
need strong units instead. So play a few games to players. 


balance out what you want to use Weather cards for. 


‘Also look to Leader Abilities that enable you to draw a Weather card trom the 
deck, so you have more control over when you can obtain such a card. Also look 
at Leader Abilities such as Foltest: Lord Commander of the North, which causes 
Clear Weather without the need for a card. That way, you can reduce your deck 
size (usually recommended), 


Weather Cards do not affect any Hero cards (from you or your opponent) on 
the battlefield, so if you see a foe using a majority of Heroes to bolster a row, 
your Weather Cards become far less effective. If however, you're using Heroes 
yourself, and a minimal number of non-Hero cards to bolster a row, Weather 
Cards are great to play on a foe: Your Heroes shrug off the inclement Weather 
‘and your strength points remain high. 


Weather Cards are also able to be placed at any time, enabling you to “burn” (or 
waste) a Weather card from your hand, instead of placing a more potent card 
you're worried about being nullified by your opponent, or you're biding your time 


and hoping a foe will pass, But usually, Weather cards serve to “bloat” your deck, 


stopping you from grabbing a high-point card you need. 


‘Are you ending a game with one or more Weather cards? Then it appears you 
don't need them! Invest in a smaller deck, and a greater chance of a card you 
need, or find better cards with points to use. 


FIGHTING 
THROUGH FROST, 
FOG, OR RAIN 

The Biting Frost, 
Impenetrable Fog, and 
Torrential Rain Weather 
cards each affect a 
separate row (Close 
Combat, Ranged, and 
Siege rows), while the 
‘Skellige Storm affects two 
rows (Ranged and Siege 
tows). They immediately 
reduce any non-Hero 
card's strength to 1. Up to 
the entire Battlefield can 
be affected by weather 
(assuming either you or 
your foe plays Weather 
cards that cover all three 
rows), As both you and 
your opponent's rows 

are affected, you must 
ascertain when a Weather 
card is better for you to 
play, to maximize the 
problems it will cause your 
foe, while minimizing the 
penalties to you. 


‘Such cards have an overriding function; to cripple an opponent's row, which 
in turn forces them to pass the round, use up a Clear Weather card, or commit 
further forces (thus reducing future combat effectiveness in subsequent rounds). 


@ Biting Frost (Close Combat) (3 Cards) 


Biting Frost is usually utilized most often, as there are more Close Combat units 
in general, compared to all other unit types. Biting Frost is especially helpful 

in reducing the potency of players who use a majority of Close Combat cards, 
‘such as Monster Decks. They are less effective against Agile units (which can 
be played in either Close Combat or Ranged rows), and Northern Realms decks 
which can switch to Siege unit placement more easily. 


(63) 3) Impenetrable Fog (Ranged) (3 Cards) 


Impenetrable Fog is utilized less than Biting Frost, but js still a possible card to 
‘employ when you need to reduce the strength of a Ranged row. The Scoia'Tael, 
and to a lesser extent the other three factions, all make use of Ranged units, 
though not as often as Close Combat. As with Biting Frost, Agile units not yet 
placed can avoid an Impenetrable Fog by being placed in the Close Combat row. 
With this in mind, you may wish to carry both Biting Frost and Impenetrable Fog 
to negate an Agile unit's ability. 


@ rorrentiat Rain (Siege) [3 Cards) 


Torrential Rain is the least-used Weather card in almost every Gwent game, with 
the exception of playing against a Northern Realm deck (as this Faction uses 
Siege units more often than Ranged). As there are no Agile Siege units, you know 
you don't need to worry about cards with that ability. However, some decks (such 
as the Scoia'Tael) only have very few Siege cards—if any at allH—making this 
card useless, and even counter-productive if you have Siege units yourself, Ditch 
this card first, if you're carrying too many cards in your deck. 


@ sketige Storm (Ranged And Siege) (3 Cards) 


Skellige Storm offers the benefits and shortfalls of covering much more of the 
battlefield with a blanket of rain; reducing combat effectiveness in both Ranged 
‘and Siege rows. Remember that any Faction can utilize this card, so if you're 
playing enemies that utilize Ranged and Siege rows frequently (such as the 
Nilfgaardian Empire or Northern Realms), while you concentrate on bolster your 
Close Combat rows, this can be hugely beneficial. It can take the place of both 
Impenetrable Fog and Torrential Rain cards, reducing deck bloat. But there are 
disadvantages too; it cripples two of your own rows as well! 


Frost, Fog, Or Rain 
And Decoys 

Weather Cards themselves 
‘cannot be brought back 
into your hand after you 
use them, so Decoy cards 
aren't used with Weather 
cards, but after Weather 
cards are played, If you or 
your foe has soaked the 
‘Siege row with Torrential 
Rain, and you have a 
Northern Realms Catapult 
sitting there (worth eight points usually, but now worth one), simply Decoy it 
back into your hand. Use this tactic to coax your opponent into playing a Weather 
card early, 
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Frost, Fog, Or Rain 
And Agile Cards 

The Scoia'Tael (and to a 
lesser extent, the Monster) 
decks have troops with 
the Agile ability, allowing 
placement in either Close 
Combat or Ranged rows. 
This is helpful when a 
Weather card is used (by 
either player). If a foe puts 
‘down Biting Frost, place 
‘all your Agile forces in the 
Ranged row. Such flexibility makes Weather cards less effective against Agile 
forces. Similarly, placing a couple of lower point-value forces into a row you're 
‘sure a foe will use Weather on (or one you're about to use Weather on), to try and 
coax an opponent into matching or increasing their forces on this row, enables 
you to then use a Weather card they weren't expecting. 


Wiens: 


Frost, Fog, Or Rain 
And Medics 

Medics cannot return 

a Weather card back 

into play, So Medics are 
utilized if the prospect of 
a Weather card is likely 
to cause problems with 

a row you're building. 


Ifa Catapult (non-Hero il 

eight-point Siege card) 

was discarded previously, “ienauen ” 
and your Close Combat or 


Ranged rows are both suffering from Weather effects, resurrect the Catapult so 
your Siege row is strong instead. 

Frost, Fog, fae e 
Or Rain And | 
Commander's Horn t 
(And Morale Boost) | 
Commander's Horn isn’t 7 

affected by Weather, but 
all the cards it affects 

certainly are! As doubling 

a card's value can cause ’ 
a huge influx in enemy ] = 4 ‘ r 
points, dropping a Weather | 

‘card on a row feeling the 
benefits of Commander's 
Horn can impede that ability severely. The same can't be said of Morale Boost; 
any row with +1 to each non-Hero card still has that same bonus, though the 
normal strength of the unit will have dropped to one as well, due to the Weather. 
This means you should think about playing a Morale Boost card if you have a 
load of non-Heroes feeling the effects of Weather. You still get the same bonus, 
which could be enough to take the round! 
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Frost, Fog, Or Rain 
And Berserker, 
Muster, Or 

Tight Bond Cards 
Though Berserker, Muster, 
and Tight Bond units have 
different abilities, they are 
‘all much more susceptible 
to Weather cards, which 
seriously impede a 
Berserker, Muster, or 

Tight Bond group's main 
advantages (cards offering 
high strength values). Lie in wait as a foe puts down multiple Berserker, Muster, or 
Tight Bond cards, and just before the round is over, reduce that value dramatically. 


For example, if an opponent places both Catapults in a row (each an eight-point, 
non-Hero, Siege card), the Tight Bond bonus enables them to be worth 16 points 
each (that's 32 points for both of them). Bring the Torrential Rain, and that point 
advantage is almost completely nullified! 


Frost, Fog, Or Rain 
And Scorch 
Partnering a Scorch card 
with Weather can produce 
absolutely devastating 
‘outcomes for your 
opponent (and hopefully 
not you)! The usual 
“Special” Scorch torches 
the entire battlefield, so 

if a foe has all their non- 
Hero cards in one row, 
play a Weather card first, 
dropping all the non-Hero cards to a value of 1. Then use Scorch, and providing 
there are no non-Hero cards anywhere else on the board worth more than one, 
every one of the 1-point cards is Scorched! The character cards with Scorch 
ability (such as Villentretenmerth) offer focused Scorch on one of your opponent's 
fows, and combining these two cards can cause mass casualties to a foe who 
has over-committed to a single row. 


Finally, don't forget the Clan Dimun Pirate of the Skellige Clans faction, who has 
a battlefield-wide Scorch (the only non-Special Card that does this), Though you 
need to blanket your entire battlefield in bad weather (use Skellige Storm and 
Biting Frost, along with King Bran’s Leader ability), it's possible to decimate every 
‘non-hero on a foe's battlefield using this swashbuckling maniac! 


Frost, Rain, Or Fog (op 

And Spies 

Ae you using Spies in 

your deck? Then Biting 

Frost becomes much more 

helpful as you can use it, 

and your Spy's strength 

points (which are applied 

to the opposition) drop 

down to 1. That way you a { 
‘can draw two cards and | 
only lose one point to your “ene 
opponent. Also note that 

Impenetrable Fog is useless as there are no Ranged Spies, and Torrential Rain is 
also useless as only Thaler is a Siege Spy, and his strength is one anyway. 


@ CLEAR WEATHER 


The fourth of the Weather cards serves a different function: Clear Weather 
removes the effect of any and all Biting Frost, Impenetrable Fog, and/or Torrential 
Rain cards in play. This is a powerful defensive card, and one to keep at least 
one of in any deck you play tt allows you to remove the otherwise-crippling 
effects of Weather on any rows (but also your enemy's rows too), It can be 
“burned” if there are no other options (it is used up and wasted if no inclement 
Weather is on the board) in order to feint out your opponent, but its proper use is 
to tum the later stages of a round from calamity to triumph! The importance of 
Clear Weather cannot be underestimated! 


Refrain from playing Clear Weather immediately; a card in your hands worth 
more than on the battlefield, and you may see additional Weather effects 
occur. You can also disguise the true points value of your units if you place 
them in a row affected by Weather, before clearing that row at the end of 
round for an instant increase in points, Either use Clear Weather at the 

end of a round to ensure victory, or keep a Clear Weather for later rounds to 
ensure complete victory. 


Assuming you keep a Clear Weather card in your deck (which is recommended 
‘over Impenetrable Fog and Torrential Rain, and usually over Biting Frost and 
Skellige Storm too), you can build up any battlefield rows you wish, ignoring any 
inclement Weather (as you'll be getting rid of it soon with Clear Weather). 


Without a Clear Weather card, you want your foe to use a Weather card sooner 
rather than later, so you can Keep your more potent cards with group Abilities to 
play after Weather cards are removed. 


| Other Special cards (Decoy, Commander's Horn, Mardroeme, and Scorch) are 
detailed in the Unit and Special Cards section (below). 


UNIT AND SPECIAL CARDS 


@ UNIT TYPE: CLOSE COMBAT UNITS (115 CARDS) 


The mainstay of your card collection, it is important to remember that you and your opponent are mostly like to use (or draw) Close Combat units over any other card 
type. This means the front line is likely to be most crowded as cards are played, and therefore more susceptible to both Scorch and Biting Frost. Though there are 
other factors to consider, prepping your deck with a Biting Frost over other Weather cards is statistically better, as you'll be reducing your opponent's Close Combat 


effectiveness more often than other rows. 


Neutral Cards (Close Combat Units} (10 Cards) 

A mixture of high point value Hero cards (such as Geralt and Ciri) to use in every 
battle, some mid-point units (like Vesemir) to use before finding higher-point 
cards, and a couple of characters with additional abilities to keep in mind when 
playing (such as Villentretenmerth; the ultimate card to play against an enemy 
Close Combat row, and the Mysterious Elf, an amazing Spy who adds nothing to 
your opponent's points total). 
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Monster Deck (Close Combat Units) (30 Cards) 

With very few (3) Agile cards, Close Combat Units outnumber Ranged units 
around three-to-one, This means Monster players are always going to 
concentrate their attacks on their front line compared to other Factions. With 

a Monster Deck, bolster the effectiveness of these Units with Commander's 
Horn, use cards with the Muster ability strategically and judiciously, and a 
Leader ability like “Commander of the Red Riders" (doubling the strength of 
Close Combat units), while minimizing the chances of them being Scorched (by 
playing them after a Scorch card has appeared) or frozen (use Clear Weather) 
The opposite plan is in effect when playing against a Monster Deck; stack your 
deck with more Biting Frosts, think about using Ranged and Siege troops, and 
combine that effect with Scorch, or Villentretenmerth. 
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Nilfgaardian Empire (Close Combat Units) (18 Cards) 
Though this faction doesn't have the sheer number of Close Combat cards 
compared to the Monsters and Scoia'Tael, it makes up for this fact with a trio of 
Tight Bond units (Young Emissary, Impera Brigade Guard, and Nausicaa Cavalry 
Rider). Combine these with Medics to resurrect your Tight Bond units if they 
are Scorched. This more even balance also means the Empire doesn’t need 

to rely on its front line of Close Combat troops, allowing you to vary the rows 
where you place troops, forcing your foes into fewer opportunities to cripple 
you with Weather cards. Remember three of your Close Combat units are Spies 
too, so they technically move to your opponent's side. if you're playing against 
a Nilfgaardian Empire player, stack your deck with Scorch cards (especially 
Villentretenmerth) and concentrate on ridding yourself of any Tight Bond units. 
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Northern Realms (Close Combat Units) (17 Cards} 

Though similar in set-up to the Nifgaardian Empire (featuring a few Heroes, 
Tight Bond units, and Spies), the Northern Realms isn’t quite as hard-hitting 

as their points value are lower. Naturally, you must bring your various Heroes 
(such as Vernon Roche, John Natalis, and Esterad Thyssen) into the fray. The 
fewer available cards doesn’t need to be a disadvantage though; utilize your 
lower point cards (especially the Poor F--king Infantry) to lure an opponent into 
utilizing their own (usually better) cards so those are removed from thelr decks. 
Or employ your Infantry to eke out a victory on a foe who has passed. Also think 
about using your Leader: Lord Commander of the North (which clears all Weather 
effects) to ensure your front line stays effective, Play against a Northern Realms 
front line by Scorching and focusing on Tight Bond units. 
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Scoia’tael (Close Combat Units) (22 Cards) 

As this deck features the largest number of Agile cards (nine of your 22 Close 
Combat units can be placed in either Close Combat or Ranged rows), the Scoia'Tael 
have the most flexibility in bolstering either row. Use all your Close Combat and 
Agile cards, and this deck can be almost as strong as a Monster front-line. Add 
Isengrim Faoilitiama with his Morale Boost, the Havekar Smugglers and Dwarven 
Skirmishers (with Muster), and you can quickly divide your rows and conquer, or 
concentrate on one row and demolish your enemy! Also be aware of the high point 
value of even your general infantry units; up to eight Mahakaman Defenders can be 
played, and each is worth five points, so your Close Combat row can bulk up fast. 
With these point totals, it is even more critical you use Biting Frost to nullify and 
Villentretenmerth to scorch, while at the same time hedging your bets with more. 


Impenetrable Fog cards to waylay Ranged Units. oa 
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Skellige Clans (Close Combat Units) (18 Cards) 

Those Skellige cards at the forefront of battle offer a great deal of variety, with 
Olaf being the only Agile card. However, he also offers a Morale Boost which can 
further influence a battle. Cerys is arquably your finest fighter, should you have 
Collected her three Shield Maidens (which she instantly summons for a massive 
46 point total to this row!). Clan an Craite Warriors, and the Shield Maidens each 
‘offer Tight Bond to bolster this row providing you have all three cards in your 
hand. Bima Bran offers a Medic ability, while the Kambi gives your opponent a 
hasty surprise (the Hero Hemdall) in a subsequent round. The Berserker, when 
powered by a Mardroeme, can quickly add 14 points to this row too: Flexibility 
with brute force is the advantage here. 


@ @ UNIT TYPE: RANGED UNITS (75 CARDS) 


Featuring the second-highest number of available troops (unless you count Agile troops in the Scoia' Tae! faction), ranged units play a secondary, and usually lesser role 
Statistically. However, in practice, and depending on your Faction, troop build-ups on this row can be just as devastating, especially if you place any Agile troops (Monster 
‘and Scola'Tael decks) to bolster this row. if you're having trouble tackling Ranged enemies, be sure to bring an Impenetrable Fog card or three. 
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Neutral Cards (Ranged Units) (6 Cards) 

There are only six Neutral units, but all of them are great choices. Yennefer is a High 
Point Hero Medic and extremely usetul. Olgierd is Agile and comes with a Morale 
Boost. The three Gaunter O'Dimm: Darkness cards (used with the Gaunter 0’Dimm 
Siege card) have Muster, and can bolster your total in Factions without access to this 
‘ability. The Cow is seemingly useless, used sacrificially so that the “Bovine Defense 
Force” (an eight-point Close Combat Chort) is employed. 


Monster Deck (Ranged Units) (10 Cards) 

You only have around a third the number of Ranged cards compared to your 
Close Combat cards, so take more care and attention to picking the ones you 
‘must use. Both the Leshen (a 10 point Hero monster) and Kayran (a Hero, Agile, 
and Morale Boost card) are must-haves as they don't get scorched. The Toad is 
exceptional, as it's the only card in the game with a Ranged Scorch ability. Use 

it after Torrential Rain to decimate an opponent's Ranged row! Otherwise, your 
ranged units are run-of-the-mill; mid to low point cards with only two (the Harpy 
and Celaeno Harpy) being Agile for flexibility. For those playing against a Monster 
Deck, play your better Ranged cards after the Toad is out, and bring the Torrential 
Rain and Scorching! 


Nilfgaardian Empire (Ranged Units) (13 Cards) 

Outside of the Scoia'Tael, the Nilfgaardian Empire has the most flexible and 
highest percentage of Ranged cards compared to Close Combat ones (13 
Ranged, and 18 Close Combat). This allows further flexibility in placement, 

and although your Black Infantry Archers are extremely susceptible to Scorch 

(a 10 point non-Hero), they can easily win a round if played after your foe's 
already Scorched the landscape, Tibor Eggebracht is your only ranged Hero 

(and therefore a must-have). The rest of your motley crew are mid to low-point 
troops used in earlier games before your more powerful cards are gathered, The 
exception are the Etolian Auxiliary Archers; used for thelr Medic ability as well as 
eking out a win by a single point. As usual, Torrential Rain and Scorch are key to 
removing a Nilfgaardian ranged threat; especially as there's only one Hero (Tibor) 
likely to be mooching around this row. 
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Northern Realms (Ranged Units) (9 Cards) 

The Northern Realms have the least number of Ranged Units, both compared to 
other rows (nine compared to 16 Close Combat and 13 Siege) and other factions 
There's only one Hero too (the almost indomitable Philippa Eilhart; play her when 
you expect to win the round). Dethmold is a reasonable fellow to employ (6 points 
non-Hero), but only before you gather better cards. However, what this row lacks 
in numbers, it makes up for with the Cinfrid Reavers Dragon Hunters; three cards 
with a Tight Bond to thoroughly bolster your points total, and cause an almost 
instant Scorch by any competent foe. So play these Hunters later rather than 
‘sooner, or try to bait a foe into playing Scorch first. If you're tackling a Northern 
Realms Ranged Row, be ever mindful of the Cinfred Reavers’ Tight Bond, and 
nullify it as a matter of importance. 
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Scoia’tael (Ranged Units) (24 Cards) 
With a vast number of Agile units, the Scoia'tael can play even more total cards 
in this row compared to the Close Combat (22). However, 15 of this total are 
“true” Ranged cards that are only placed in this row. Aside from the flexibility 
this brings, you have three Heroes (Eithne, Saesenthessis, and lorveth), and Milva 
with her Morale Boost (which can quickly add a huge bonus to this already- 
stacked row). Milva isn’t a Hero though, so she's very susceptible to Scorch. Also 
present are three Elven Skirmishers (with Muster; useful to quickly sort out a 

win or add points immediately despite thelr low point value). Don't count out the 
three Havekar Healers either; though they have zero Points, their Medic ability 
allows you to return much higher point cards back into play. Going against a 
Scoia'Tael ranged row? Bring more Scorch and Torrential Rain than for any other 
deck, and focus on your other rows if you see a buildup of enemy cards here, 
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Skellige Clans [Ranged Units) (13 Cards) 

Olaf offers his Agile ability to bolster this or the Close Combat row; and his 
Morale Boost can add further bonuses your opponent may not be expecting, 
Hjalmar is a good, old-fashioned mayhem machine; a Hero worth ten points. 
Ermion is more cunning; though his points value is good (eight), he should 
always be partnered with the three Young Berserkers, bolstering each of their 
attack strength from two to wight. Light Longships offer a great and quick 
12-point addition due to their Muster, and the Clan Dimun Pirate is an incredible 
find; he has a Scorch ability that is applied to any row (including your own; he 
doesn't discriminate between friend or foe, just like a Special Scorch card)! 
Partner him with a Medic to devastate your enemy. 


@ UNIT TYPE: SIEGE UNITS (29 CARDS) 


Of the three unit types, Siege units are by far the least in number, Aside from the 
Northern Realms, there is a distinct lack of Siege cards in Neutral and Faction 
lists (29 Siege cards in total, compared to 75 Ranged and 115 Close Combat) 
This means Siege cards aren't used as often. Tactically, this allows you to ignore 
Torrential Rain compared to other Weather cards, as the chances of these being 
effective are statistically less (unless you're playing against Northern Realms) 
However, this tactic is just what the enemy might want you to think; so always 
keep a few Siege cards handy to trounce a foe who is focusing elsewhere. This 
allows you to win much more often than you think! 


Neutral Cards (Siege Units) (1 Card) 

The Gaunter O'Dimm card offers your only neutral 
Siege card, and despite his low points total (2), he 
‘more than makes up for it with the Muster ability. 
He's very useful for bringing up to three Ranged cards 
(Gaunter O'Dimm: Darkness), adding totals to two 
rows at once and enabling players who don’t normally 
play Monster or Scoia’Tael decks the advantage of 
using a card with Muster ability. 
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Monster Deck (Siege Units) (4 Cards} 

The Monster deck features only four Siege units; the Earth Elemental, Fire 
Elemental, Arachas Behemoth, and Ice Giant. Three of these are simply mid~ 
point, hard-hitting cards, but the Arachas Behemoth is something of a treat; 
similar to Gaunter 0'Dimm, it is a Siege unit with a Muster to bring in three units 
ina different row, all at once! In this case, up to three Close Combat Arachas 
units can be placed (and even Scorch won't strike the lower-point Arachas; 

the Behemoth takes the damage, leaving you with a good point total even 

after a Scorch). This also allows you to strength two rows at once, divide your 
opponent's attention, and provides a huge points influx, Expect a foe to play this 
to win, or later into a match, and react with Scorch, Torrential Rain, or Biting Frost 
to rid yourself of all Arachas units, 


avai te | 
an | 


ew arcny ns one Pet bent wr oe pa 
Somes eee 


Nilfgaardian Empire (Siege Units) (6 Cards) 

The Nilfgaard have a couple of interesting Siege units (and more than the Monster 
and Scoia'Tae! decks combined). The first is Morvan Voorhis, who is the only Siege 
Hero in the game. The Heavy Zerrikanian Fire Scorpion offers tremendous points 
(10) but isn't a Hero card, and usually the first one to be lost to Scorch; so play 
{tlate. Otherwise, your card lists are mid to low-level in points total, though the 
regular Zerrikanian Fire Scorpion is handy in earlier Gwent bouts. Playing against 
the Nilfgaard? Then place more Torrential Rain cards than normal, due to the higher 
chances of a Siege card being played. And torch those Fire Scorpions with Scorch! 


Northern Realms (Siege Units} (12 Cards) 

By far the most effective at Siege-related tactics, the Northern Realms Faction 
has only four fewer Siege cards than Close Combat cards! Earlier into your 
Gwent matches (before higher-point cards become available), utilizing your 
mid-point level Trebuchets and Ballistas, with the Morale Boost of a Kaedweni 
Siege Expert (or three) {s a great plan. The Dun Banner Medic is also a high-point 
Medic card useful to bolster and bring a card back. Both of the Catapults are 
vicious (8 Point), and feature Tight Bond, but they are susceptible to Torrential 
Rain, Scorch, and the tactics of using Spies offers slightly better results. When, 
playing against Northern Realms, stack your deck with many more Torrential 
Rain cards, as you know your foe's Siege rows are going to be more packed than 
with any other Faction (and refrain from using too many Siege units yourself). 
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Scoia’tael (Siege Units) (1 Card) 

Asingle, solitary card (Schirru) is the only available 

siege unit. This means it should be employed (in 

case your main Close Combat and Ranged rows 

are nullified by Weather, for example), especially 

against opponents who favor Siege weaponry. Aside 

from the high points (8), Schirru has a Scorch ability 

against Siege rows. Therefore, he's very helpful 

to decimating the back row of a Northen Realms 

(and to a lesser extent a Nilfgaard) Faction player, 

‘especially if the attack occurs after a Torrential Rain! 

Opponents need to watch for this card, but after it 

is played, don't expect much else on this row. Think 

about bolstering your Siege rows with Gaunter O’Dimm; it's the only other Skellige Clans (Siege Units) (5 Cards) 

option for a Scoia'Tael player! Of the five available Siege cards, Holger Blackhand offers minimal help to your 
Cause, but the three War Longship cards and Draig Bon-Dhu are great to partner 
together. The War Drakkers (6 point) have a Tight Bond ability, while Draig brings 
the Commander's Hom to further augment the row. Think about adding some 
Neutral Siege units, perhaps with King Bran's Leader ability, to further bolster this 
row, adding flexibility to your game. 


re) UNIT ABILITY: HERO (25 CARDS) 


There are 25 Hero cards available (five Neutral, and four for each Faction). Hero cards are not affected by any Special Cards or abilities. This is both good and bad 
news for the Gwent player. It means (for example) that even if Geralt of Rivia (Neutral), Imlerith (Monster), Morvran Voorhis (Nitfgaard), Vernon Roche (Northern 
Realms), or Saesenthessis (Scoia'Tael) are Scorched, or subjected to Weather effects (Biting Frost, Impenetrable Fog, or Torrential Rain), they remain in place with no 
diminishment of their points total, However, it also means that Heroes don't receive the benefits of the Decoy, Commander's Horn, Morale Boost, or Medic, Be wise to 
the opportunities (and shortfalls) this creates. 


Decoy-Proof: You cannot swap a Hero with a card in your hand, and therefore, you are unable to plan the more advanced tactics (Decoy with Medic for example) 
using Hero cards, 


Commander's Horn Proof: They receive no bonus from the Commander's Horn boost, meaning this card is less helpful in Hero-heavy decks (and so you may wish to 
‘refrain from adding it to those deck builds). 


Scorch-Proof; Heroes are unaffected by Scorch, meaning you can play them without fear of them being removed. 


* Weather Proof: Heroes ignore Biting Frost (Close Combat), Impenetrable Fog (Ranged), and Torrential Rain (Siege). As some Leader cards have a variation on this 
ability, this lessens the power of those cards, too; so check what Leader your adversary is using and react accordingly, 


HEROES: KNOW WHEN TO HOLD THEM; KNOW WHEN TO FOLD THEM 
The biggest plus Is that Hero cards are dependable: Play Hero cards to maintain a points total on the battlefield that you know won't be diminished by Weather or 
Scorch. They remain on the battlefield for the entire round, and will always add to your points total no matter what your opponent throws at you! 


Don't play Hero cards if you're thinking of using them in a later round, aé they can't be reused in a match. Instead, you may want to “bulk up" your total by passing the 
first round, and sending out your Heroes to guarantee a second and third round win, once your foe's best cards (or their own Heroes) are used up in the initial round, 


Don't waste Heroes securing a win after an opponent has passed; always use a card (or cards) that has a lesser value, or one you can more easily Medic back 
Into play. 


Heroes can be less effective compared to certain combinations of cards with other abilities. For example, in the Northern Realms deck, you can take up three spaces 
in your deck by picking Vernon Roche, John Natalis, and Esterad Thyssen for your Close Combat deck (a total of 30 points). But you could also pick three Crinfrid 
Reavers Dragon Hunters (each is a 5 points card). But when all three are placed with Tight Bond, their total becomes 45; 15 points higher than the Heroes (and on the 
Ranged row, which is sometimes less frequented by other cards, and therefore less susceptible to a foe's Weather attack). Weigh the chances of picking these cards 
When you make your deck. 


Bolster your Faction deck by adding Neutral Heroes into your deck. But don't overdo it (if you have a complete Gwent collection) as you may find Medics, Spies, and 
Decoy cards more helpful if you employ tactics related to these abilities, and those card types won't appear as often if you stack your deck with Heroes. 


Neutral Cards (Hero Ability) (5 Cards) 

Of the five available Neutral Heroes, Geralt of Rivia, Cirila Fiona Elen Rtanno, and 
Triss Merigold have no other abilities; they are here to simply add points totals 
to your round. As Geralt and Ciri bath add a whopping 15 points each, they are 
incredibly useful and dangerous, and should be in your hand at all times. Triss, 
with her 7 points, is much less effective, works well in beginning and mid-level 
decks, but is usually ignored when you have a complete collection and need to 
reduce your deck size; as there are many other more potent cards to pick 


Yennefer is one of seven ranged Heroes but the only neutral ranged Hero, 
meaning she's useful to bolster decks needing help in this row (such as the 
Monster deck), as well as adding to an already-potent row in a Nilfgaard or 
Northern Realms deck. She is also only one of two Hero Medics, so has this 
flexibility of use, This is especially helpful to decks that normally cannot utilize a 
Medic, such as Monster decks. The Mysterious Eif is another amazing card, as 
the zero points total means your opponent won't receive a points addition, but 
will have the detrimental antics of your Spy to deal with! 
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Monster Deck (Hero Ability) (4 Cards) 

Draug and Imlerith are both giant monstrosities of pain with 10 points each to 
bring to a close combat row, Leshen offers the same points, but is ranged (and 
should be the centerpiece of a ranged row, which won't be facing the same kind 
of attention as your close combat troops will). Kayran offers something no other 
card can; three abilities! Aside from a Hero, itis Agile (and therefore more flexible 
in its placement), and gives the row you place it ina Morale Boost, though it 

only is worth eight points. All four Heroes should be chosen no matter what bout 
you're attempting. 
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Nilfgaardian Empire (Hero Ability}[4 Cards) 

Three of the Nilfgaardian Heroes offer no other ability, but each is positioned 
ona different raw (Letho of Gulet is Close Combat, Tiber Eggebracht is Ranged, 
and Morvran Voohris is the only Siege unit Hero in the game). This makes your 
Nilfgaard Heroes versatile, and your Siege row more potent than most. Menno 
Coehoorn is close combat, but also a Medic, giving you additional flexibility to 
use this ability, All Nilfgaard Heroes have 10 points. 
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Northern Realms (Hero Ability) (4 Cards) 

The four Northern Realm Heroes offer tremendous points totals (10 each), and 
three of them (Vernon Roche, John Natalis, and Esterad Thyssen) are close 
combat cards. Only Philippa Eilhart is a ranged Hero. This means you're more 
likely to bolster your close combat row than any other; this knowledge means 
enemies should attempt to focus on neutralizing the other cards surrounding 
these Heroes to minimize your total points. 
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Scoia’tael (Hero Ability) (4 Cards) 

Of the four Scoia'Tae! Heroes, three of them offer a large points total (10) at the 
Ranged level; Eithne, Saesenthessis, and lorveth. Only Isengrim Faolitiama offers 
‘a close combat row increase and a ten point total, with a Morale Boost to boot. 
This allows you to increase both your front rows with different types of Hero, 
though swapping out two of your ranged Heroes with Geralt and Cir (if you're 
minimizing your deck bloat) is a good idea. 


Skellige Clans (Hero Ability) [4 Cards) 

Cerys should be the main striking force of your Skellige deck as her prowess 
cannot be understated; she immediately summons your three Shield Maiden 
units using a special Muster ability. Note that the Shield Maidens can’t summon. 
Cerys! As each Shield Maiden (4 points) has a Tight Bond, this is an instant 46 
point total with all four cards played! Hjalmar is a great Ranged Hero (10 points), 
and Ermion is also splendid to play, either without, but ideally with, the Young 
Berserkers (2 points each), as his Mardroeme ability turns all three of them into 
Transformed Young Vildkaarls (8 points each). Finally, Hemdall is also available; 
an 11-point killing machine that only appears once you play Kambi (0 points) and 
it is discarded. Hemdall can turn the tide of battle in the later rounds with the 
appropriate pre-planning, 
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@ UNIT ABILITY: AGILE (14 Cards) 


Agile units simply allow you to position them on either your Close Combat or 
Ranged rows of the battlefield (once placed, they cannot be moved to a different 
fow unless discarded and brought back with a’Medic). This simple ability can 
tum the tides of matches simply because you have the flexibility to avoid placing 
cards on rows you know a foe is likely to be targeting with Weather cards, or 

to bolster a row in need of help. Is a Biting Frost covering your close combat 
Units? Without Clear Weather, place Agile cards on your Ranged row instead. 
‘Only Monster and Scola’Tael decks have such cards; the Nilfgaard and Northern 
Realms have no troops with this ability (unless Oigierd is added to your deck). 


Neutral Cards (Agile Ability) (1 Card) 
Only Olgierd von Everec has the agile ability among 
the Neutral cards, and although his points total is 
‘only above average (6), and he isn’t a Hero, he does 
provide a Morale Boost too. This can be useful for 
decks without Agile cards (like a Monster deck) 
allowing you to spread your cards over more than 
ne row. But there are better ways to combat your 
‘one-row approach (Clear Weather to remove Biting 
Frost, and watching for Scorches before piling on 
the pressure), 


Monster Deck (Agile Ability) (3 Cards) 

Only three Monster deck cards have this ability, and two of them are very low 
point cards (Harpy and Celaeno Harpy with 2 points each); use those to steal 

a win from a passing opponent, and remove them at higher levels of Gwent 
playing. The stand-out card is the Kayran; it is a Hero and immune to special 
attacks, and offers a Morale Boost to either row; fantastic if you're building up 
‘a Ranged Row (if your close combat row has problems you can't overcome), or 
‘adding to an already-stellar close combat row. 


Scoia’tael (Agile Ability) [9 Cards) 

The supreme flexibility of the Scoia'Tael is demonstrated by their large number 
Of Agile cards (9), though only cards with a point value of 6 should be considered 
‘as the mainstay of your deck in later matches. All Agile cards here have no other 
abilities; simply pick the row you want them in. Once all the Scoia’tael cards are 
‘found, it is better to remove all these cards from your deck, replacing them with 
Heroes and higher-point value Neutral cards (as these are more effective). 


Skellige Clan (Agile Ability) (1 Card) 

The mighty Olaf is a 12-point non-hero with Agility and Morale Boost, making 
him a tremendous asset in battie, but also one that is highly susceptible to 
‘Scorch. Use him to bolster either row, and use his lack of Hero status as a 
‘bonus; you can Medic him back into play to cause another round of problems 
for the enemy. Simply look to which row needs Olaf's help before placing him. 
For example, he can bolster your Berserker (Close Combat) or Young Berserkers 
(Ranged), adding more points to already-augmented troops. For this reason, you 
‘may find playing him later in a round is most helpful, 


UNIT ABILITY: 

BERSERKER (4 CARDS) AND 

MARDROEME (4 CARDS) 
‘The Berserker ability is only available to two 
particular units in the Skellige Clans faction, and is 
only accessible when used in conjunction with the 
Mardroeme card (or Ermion's Mardroeme ability). This 
transforms a normally mediocre unit into a rampaging 
Vildkaarl with a much greater points value. There is a 
single Berserker/Transformed Vildkaarl (4/14 points) 
available for the Close Combat row, which can only 
be transformed using the Special Mardroeme card. 
The Transformed Vildkaar! also has the Morale Boost 
ability, but only when transformed. There are also 
up to three Young Berserker/Transformed Young Vildkaarls (2/8 points, with a 
maximum of 6/24 points when all three are played) available for the Ranged 
row. These are transformed using either the Mardroeme or Ermion's Mardroeme 
ability (as Ermion can only be placed on the Ranged row). The Transformed Young 
Vildkaarls also have the Tight Bond ability, but only when transformed. 


BERSERKER CARDS: KNOW WHEN TO HOLD THEM 

Don't forget the three Special Mardroeme cards to obtain, as these should be 
employed on either your Berserker or Young Berserker. However, don't use up a 
Mardroeme on your Young Berserkers if Ermion can be played; at the expense 
of not transforming your Close Combat Berserker (who can't be influenced by 
Ermion). Remember never to place a Mardroeme on your Siege row, as there are 
no Berserker cards that are placed there! 


Berserkers are an option when you need a quick additional points increase, and 
you've already committed these cards into play. Berserkers aren't anywhere near 
as useful without the Mardroeme cards, so ensure you have both in your hand 

at the start of a game. Remember there's a chance you might not draw either; 

a shortfall of this ability, Also remember you can use your Young Berserkers in 
groups of one, two, or three, depending on how the bout is going (though as 
Transformed Young Vildkaarls, they have a Tight Bond ability, increasing your 
points value when more of them are together). 


The three available Mardroeme cards are also great to stack in your Skellige 
Clans deck, as you can use them even if all Berserkers have been played (to 
“burn” a card in the hopes your foe plays something or you're drawing down 
your foe). 


Berserkers are good troops to sacrifice as Scorch-bait. For example, the 
Berserker (4 points), transforming him into a Transformed Vildkaarl (now worth 
14 points) if you're subsequently planning on placing Clan an Craite Warriors 
(Close Combat Tight Bond cards) or Olaf (a 12 point non-hero) and want to shield 
these other cards from your foe's scorching wrath, 


Berserker Cards, Berserker Cards 


Commander’s Horn, And Medics 
And Morale Boost Berserkers are a good 
The Berserker / Vildkaarl, choice to employ with 


when transformed, has 
the Morale Boost ability 
included, making it 
another option to play if 
you wish to further bolster 
your Close Combat row. 

it can also utilize the 
Commander's Horn ability 


Medics, but only if you're 
confident you can play a 
Mardroeme with them, As 
Mardroeme cards can't be 
retumed to play (except 
using Crach an Craite's 
Leader ability), only use 


‘a Medic to bring back a | — eer | 


Berserker if you're holding 
a Mardroeme card 


Young Berserkers / Young 
Vildkaaris utilize the bonuses of both the Commander's Hom and Morale Boost 
from other cards, further augmenting their ability, though it doesn't matter if the 
Young Berserkers have transformed or not. 


Berserkers don't have the multiple points totals of a Tight Bond or Muster group. 
Young Berserkers do have the Tight Bond bonus, but as they must be individually 
drawn and placed (along with a Mardroeme employed), the chances of further 
augmentation is smaller than other ability types. 


Berserker Cards 
And Decoys 

Decoys can be helpful if 
you have no other option 
but to play a Berserker 
card, and then wish to 
bring it back and save 
itfor a more cohesive 
strategy in a later 

round, Remember that 
Mardroeme (and Ermion) 
can’t be brought back 
with Decoys, $0 choose 
which of these two 
types (Berserker or Mardroeme) to “waste” if you can't play them in unison, It's 
Usually a good idea to use Decoy with Berserkers only if you know you have a 
Mardroeme waiting to play later. 


Berserker Cards, Scorch, And The Weather 

Berserkers are easily scorched, especially when transformed into Vildkaarls; 

it is wise to wait your opponent out until they play a Scorch card, and then 

play your Mardroeme. Berserkers are less susceptible to Scorch before they 
transform, so should be played earlier in a bout or game, so they can sit in a row 
for a while until your foe has exhausted their Scorch cards. Only then should 
they be transformed 


Skellige Clans (Berserker And Mardroeme Abilities) (5 Cards) 


Your Close Combat row only benefits from a single 
Berserker/Transformed Vildkaarl. Your Ranged row 
benefits from up to three Transformed Young Vildkaaris, 
which can provide single, double, or triple benefits with a 
single Mardroeme, especially as a Young Vildkaarl's value 
increases with the Tight Bond ability (only accessible 
once they are transformed). Ermion is always partnered 
with the Young Berserkers, so make a mental note these 
two card types go together (as Ermion is a Ranged unit 
only, and his ability is only useful with them), There's 

‘no need to overuse multiple Berserkers if you have 
additional Mardroeme waiting to play. Overkill isn't 
necessary if you can eke out a win, before using your 
other Mardroeme and Berserkers (and using Medics to 
bring back Berserkers) in subsequent rounds. 


Berserker (4 points) transtorms to Vildkaar! (14 points), 
‘Note the Morale Boost ability wh 


transformed! 


pints, only I all three are played nd 


n to Young Vildksark 
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® UNIT ABILITY: COMMANDER'S HORN (6 CARDS) 


The Commander's Horn doubles the strength of all non-Hero unit cards in that 
tow. Only one Horn can be placed per row. There are only six cards (four Special 
cards, Dandelion the two-point Neutral Close Combat non-hero, and Draig Bon- 
Dhu the two-point Skellige Clan Siege non-hero) with this ability. 


Commander's Horn: Tooting Your Own Horn With Tight 
Bond Units 


The Commander's Horn is a boon when placed with high-value, non-hero cards, 
such as the 10 point Black Infantry Archers of the Nilfgaard, or the 8-point 
Catapults of the Norther Realms. The latter is especially devastating, as 
doubling the strength of a unit with a stacked ability can make them even more 
powerful (and unfortunately, subject to Scorch attacks). 


For example, if you were to use the available Catapults in your deck, they have 
Tight Bond ability which doubles their strength: 


* One catapult is worth eight points. With a Hor, itis worth 16 total points. 


* Both catapults are worth 16 points each (32 total). With a Hom, they are worth 
64 total points! 


COMMANDER'S HORN: KNOW WHEN TO FOLD THEM 
ft you're playing with a number of Hero cards in your deck, lessen the number of 
Commander's Horns you use, as the Horn has no effect on them. 


The trick to building a deck with a Commander's Horn or three, is to determine 
how risky a proposition it is to build a deck with fewer Heroes, and more high- 
point non-hero cards. Such cards can easily be Scorched, but are also able to 
be Decoyed and can have Medics used on them time and time again—a slightly 
riskier but more flexible option. 


‘Aiso use Commander's Homs on rows you know you are going to bolster or focus 
‘on, such as the Close Combat row of a Monster Deck, where the more cards you 
have on a row, the more helpful Commander's Horn becomes. 


tt usually isn't wise to stack your deck with Commander's Horns. Having three 
(r four in your hand (due to a bad draw) limits your ability to add high-point 
ards on the battlefield; think of Homs more as an afterthought, rather than the 
mainstay of your deck. 


‘Though occasionally you can place a Commander's Horn without having any 
other cards on that row, in order to feint your opponent, see how they react, or 
simply bum a Commander's Horn card in the hopes of getting one more suited to 
your current tactical plan, this can be seen as a waste 


Usually, it's wise to save a Horn in case you want to lull an opponent into 
thinking they are just beating you in a points total, before dropping a Horn to 
clinch a round. 


Dandelion And 
Draigs’ Horns: The 
Only Horns You Can 
Reuse (2 Cards) 
Dandelion is a unique 
individual in many ways, 
and his card is too. it is a 
non-hero (one of only two 
Commander's Horns you 
can “reuse"), the card is 
Neutral (thus allowing him 
to be used in any deck), 
‘and offer the Horn ability 
only to the Close Combat 
row. Therefore, it's great to partner Dandelion with a Close-Combat heavy deck 
build (such as Monster or Scoia'Tael decks). 


Fear ot nate 


Draig Bon-Dhu of the Skellige Clans is the only other character with a 
Commander's Horn ability, though the fact he is a Siege unit severely impedes 
his usefulness. Play him only if you're bringing in other Skellige Clans Siege units 
(or Neutral Siege units) into play. 


Decoy cards swap with any card on your side of 
the battlefield and returns that card to your hand. 
Remember they don't work on Hero cards, There are 
only three of these Neutral cards available, and in 
almost every circumstances, they form part of the 
Very best tactical advantages you can attempt in a 
game of Gwent. Stack your deck with them in almost 
every circumstance. 


Decoys allow you to reuse other cards with 
abilities that you crave. 


' 
Simply put, Decoy cards have two huge advantages: | 
| 


~ 


Decoys enable you to keep the total number of 

cards in your hand at the same number (as the swapped card returned to 
your deck replaces the Decoy card), and gain a card advantage (so you can 
‘out-draw your opponent and usually win) 


Ty the following tactics depending on your situation, and remember that with 
three Decoy cards, each tactic can be attempted up to three times: 


Decoys And Biding Time 

Use the Decoy on any card already in play (including other Decoys) as a simple 
delaying tactic. As the player with the most cards usually wins, and Decoy cards 
don't reduce your count (as a card on the battlefield is returned to your hand), 
you can wait your opponent out. 
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Decoys And 

Feinting 

Use the Decoy on any 

card already in play. Use 

this when you have few | 
cards left, you've played 

a card you want back, or | 
you want your opponent to 
think you've played your | 
best cards. For example, 

if you play Geralt (a Hero 

card) early in the first 

round (which isn’t usually 
wise, as Heroes are better 
played in later rounds), you can take this back with a Decoy after your foe tries to 
match you and save Geralt for later. 


Fit en pour, 
"oui te roa 


Decoys And Decoys And Medics 
Berserkers Use in conjunction with a 
Decoys can be used with Medic: As the Medic ability 


the Skellige Clans faction's allows you to revive a card 


Berserker cards, but make from your discard pile and 
this a lower priority over play it immediately, you 
cards with other abilities, can Decoy the Medic to 


revive an additional card. 
Hf you then use the Medic 
in one of a variety of ways 
(Gee the Medic section for 
cards can't be Decoyed more information) you can 
(they are Special and thoroughly stall your card 
Ermion is a Hero), you may attrition, and bring back 
‘not have the opportunity to employ the Berserker ability again. However, if you're some fantastic cards from the discard pile of doom! 
carrying Mardroeme cards, feel free to employ a Decoy card immediately! 


simply because Berserkers 
require a Mardroeme in 
order to transform into 
Vildkaarls. As Mardroeme 


Decoys And Scorch 
Decoys And Character Cards 
Commander's Horn Mtyou have 


Villentretenmerth, Toad, 
or Schirru (all with the 
Scorch ability), you may 
have a hankering to use 
them more than once 

ina bout. So play your 
Scorch character card (tor 
example, Toad against a 
Ranged row), demolishing 


Who says you can't reuse 
a Commander's Horn? 
Normally these rules apply 
Unless you're utilizing 
Dandelion (or Draig Bon 
Dhu). Though you'd usually 
want to keep Dandelion 

or Draig Bon-Dhu to 
bolster thelr respective 
rows, there are times that row. Then use a 
when it makes sense to Decoy to grab the Toad, 
retrieve either of these return it to your deck, and use it again (and again)! Don't forget to use a Weather 
characters using Decoy, for example, if the row Is affected with Weather Cards card before the Scorch attack to completely decimate a row, and use this with a 
that you cannot counter, or you have enough points to beat your foe without the Medic card so your Scorch character can return from the dead (discard pile)! 
character's bonus and you want to gather either card up for a subsequent round. 


Decoys And 
Muster Cards 
Though not often used 
(as Muster cards are 
most effective when 
summoned at once and 
grouped together), it is 
stil possible to mount 


Decoys And 
Morale Boosts 
Aside from the Kayran 
and Isengrim Faoltiama 
(who are Heroes and 
can’t be Decoyed), there 
are five units with this 


ability; which shouldn't an effective play with a 

tbe overlooked. As Morale Decoy; but only to retrieve 

adds +1 to all units in a card your opponent has 

row, the tactics for scorched. For example, 

Decoying such cards if Villentretenmerth has 

work in a similar way to torched all your four-point 

Dandelion; gather up your Arachas cards, but you still have the Arachas Behemoth (which wasn't affected 
Morale Boost card if your row is either too weak to make a difference (affected by the flames as it is a Siege card), you can retrieve the Arachas Behemoth with 
by Weather cards or completely outclassed by your opponent), or too strong to Decoy, then play it again (and return all three front-line Arachases into combat). 
make a difference (and your Morale Boost bonus won't affect you winning the 

round). Then play the Morale Boost again when it matters. Decoys And Spies ms 


if an opponent places a 
Spy card, use the Decoy 
to remove the card, and 
retum it to your own deck. 
Then play this enemy 

Spy back at your foe! 
Unfortunately, he or she 
can do the same to you, 
and you can't Decoy one 
of your own Spies once 
they've been played into 
enemy territory. But this 
can effectively increase 
the Spies you can play by up to three; gathering two cards from your unused pile 
each time (increasing your card total by one), and buying you time against a foe 
who isn’t concerned about maintaining a large number of remaining cards (to his 
or her detriment). 
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Decoys And Tight 
Bond Cards 

Decoys are only usually 
used with Tight Bond 
cards after you make 

‘a mistake (or you want 
your opponent to think 
you've made a mistake) 
by playing a Tight Bond 
card without having an 
additional Tight Bond unit 
to utilize. Return the card 
if you draw a new Tight 
Bond card and wish to 
delay using it to another round, or as part of the “feint 


tic listed previously. 
Decoys And 1 re 
Weather Cards 

{s your close combat row 
feeling the Biting Frost? 
Wyou don't have Clear 
Weather, and want to save 
‘one or more of your best 
cards on a row for another 
round, employ a Decoy to 
salvage them. You can also 
place a high-value non- 
Hero card on a row, hoping 
your opponent plays a & ) 
Weather card; then Decoy 

that valued card back into your deck, with your foe wasting the Weather card. 


J) eggs ere mm ee 
Ao | 


DECOY CARDS: KNOW WHEN TO HOLD THEM; 

KNOW WHEN TO FOLD THEM 

Decoy cards are dramatically less useful in the third (last) round of a Gwent 
bout; at this point use them to prolong the round if it benefits you, or to retrieve 
a card you might want in anticipation of a foe's strategy you wish to disrupt 
(gathering a card before Scorch, or grabbing an Agile card so you can play it on 
a different row). But get rid of Decoy cards early (rounds 1 and/or 2, and possibly 
early in round 3), so you don't finish the game drawing dead (as Decoys have no 
points value), 


©) UNIT ABILITY: MEDIC (10 CARDS) 


Medic cards allow you to choose one card from your discard pile and play it 
instantly, This can be any card you like except Heroes or Special cards. Although 
the Medic's own points value (if available) is good to add to your total, this is 

‘@ Secondary bonus to their ability, especially when used in conjunction with 
other ability cards. Medics are also useful when played with another (usually 
high-value) card in mind. The basic tactics is to play an impressive non-Hero 
card in the first round (such as the Northern Realms Catapult for 8 points), and 
then retrieve it, or another high-point non-Hero card, from the discard pile in the 
‘second or third round (or after it has been Scorched) so it can demolish your foe 
again (and again)! 


Medics And 
Berserkers 

Medics can be employed 
to gather up discarded 
Berserkers providing 

you already have a good 
Mardroeme and Berserker 
contingent on the board 
‘already; otherwise there 
are far better choices of 
cards to Medic. If you're 
holding a Mardroeme (or 
three), Young Berserkers, 
the Berserker, or Emrion, 
and you know you'll be playing most of these in the round, bring back any 
previous Berserkers you already used. Otherwise, medical attention should be 
employed elsewhere. 


Medics And 
Commander's Horn 
Dandelion (Neutral) and 
Draig Bon-Dhu (Skellige) 
are the only cards with 
the Commander's Horn 
ability (which you can't 
normally Medic back into 
play). They are also not 
Hero cards, thus allowing 
you to use them to bring 
his ability back to your 
specific rows even after 
they've been discarded, 
Doubling the strength of all unit cards in that row in multiple rounds? This is an 
excellent choice, especially if you're using Dandelion and you're partnering him 
with a Close Combat-heavy deck, like Monsters. 


Medics And Decoys 
It's extremely useful to 
play a Medic, then utilize 
a Decoy (in the first two 
rounds) to gather up that 
‘same Medic so you can 
play it again. This keeps 
your card count from 
decreasing, and enables 
you to keep from playing 
a more valuable card 

you want to save or hope 
to play after a Scorch 

is removed from your 
opponent's deck. Use this tactic to stall for time, while watching your opponent 
expend cards, all the while adding to your own card count! 


Medics And 

More Medics! 

Usually reserved for 
second or third rounds 
{and obviously, only after 
you've already used a 
Medic that is in your 
discard pile), using a 
Medic to resurrect another 
of your discarded Medics 
has a key benefit: It keeps 
your card count up both 

in your hand and on the 
battlefield (you expend 
‘one card, but play a total of three: your medic, your resurrected medic, and the 
resurrected medic’s card!). Now do it again, once you have another discarded 
Medic and one in your hand. 


Medics And 

Muster Cards 

Medics and Muster cards 
are fantastic combinations, 
but only if you don’t have 
a Muster card in your hand 
(thus negating the need 
for a Medic). However, 

if'a Muster unit has 

been discarded, simply 
resurrect it, and every one 
of them is played! You can 
also bring back a Muster 
card that might have taken 
the brunt of a Scorch attack too (such as Gaunter O'Dimm if struck by Schirru). 
Remember though; Muster cards don't gather units that are already discarded, 
‘80 a Medic is the only opportunity you have. 


Medics And Scorch 
The annoying Scorch 
special card, and the 

four character cards with 
the Scorch ability, can 
seriously damage your 
high value, non-Hero 
cards, So bring back 

your torched card from 
the discard pile with a 
Medic, But what about 
When you want to use 
Villentretenmerth, Toad, 
Schirru, or the Clan Dimon 
Pirate yourself? Then make sure you use their Scorch ability effectively, before 
Using a Medic to bring it back to wreak havoc in a future round (which can be 
insanely devastating to your opponent), or if your foe removes it in the current 
round. if you're playing against a foe who is using Medics, wait to use Scorch 
‘until a Medic (or two) have been committed to play, so there's less chance of the 
‘enemy card you torch being brought back into play. 


Medics And Spies 
Usually after the first 
round, when the enemy 
Spies already played 

by your opponent are in 
the discard pile, simply 
resurrect them with your 
Medic and utilize them 
yourself, choosing the one 
with the lowest points 
value (like Thaler) first 
This allows you to gather 
more cards later into a 
bout, which can be critical 
for out-drawing your opponent. Remember you won't be using your own Spies— 
only the enemy Spies your foe has already played—so a Medic can turn a 
previously Spy-free deck (like the Monsters deck) into one with more versatility. 
Feel free to resurrect and reuse your foe's own spies back at your opponent! 


Medics And Tight Bond Cards 

Medics are very useful if you've played a Tight Bond card earlier in your game, 

it has gone to your discard pile, and you have other identical units you wish to 
play. Though not as potent as bringing Muster cards back from the dead, you can 
still cause havoc by gathering all your Tight Bond cards to play in a single round, 
where they are most effective. Do you have two Tight Bond cards that have been 
discarded (or possibly Scorched together)? Then employ two Medics and retrieve 
them both; especially now the Scorch has passed. 


MEDIC CARDS: 
KNOW WHEN TO 
HOLD THEM; 
KNOW WHEN TO 
FOLD THEM 
Remember that Medics 
only retrieve non-Hero 
and non-Special cards 
from your discard pile. 

So you effectively waste 
their exceptional ability if 
you play them early, when 
your discard pile is empty 
or devoid of impressive 
cards. Did you play only Heroes in the first round? Not a good idea; as you can't 
retrieve them in later rounds. Medic-heavy decks benefit from more high-value 
non-Heroes instead of an over-rellance on Heroes, or the reliance of Heroes 
played in the final round. 


if you're playing against an opponent who uses Medics frequently (such as the 
Scoia'Tael deck), delay causing destruction of your foe's cards for as long as 
possible, lessening the impact Medics will have on you. 


NEUTRAL CARDS 

{Medic Ability) (1 Card) 

Yenneter of Vengerberg is the only Neutral Medic, as 
well as being a ranged Hero. This means she can't be 
brought back into play, and her ability is useful only 
‘once (so make it count)! As she's Neutral though, she 
provides a great addition to a Gwent player whose 
deck is usually devoid of Medics (the Monster and 
Northern Realms). There are no Monster units with the 
Medic ability 


[espe ane sid care no 
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Nilfgaardian Empire (Medic Ability) (4 Cards) 

The Nilfgaard have arguably the best medics as all of them have a points value 
(compared to the Scoia’Tael), and there's some flexibility on where to place them 
(Ranged or Siege, with Menno Coehoorn being Close Combat). Menno himself 

is a Hero, so his Medic ability is used once, But the Etolian Auxiliary Archers 

and the Siege Technician can be employed time and time again (with Decoys or 
other Medics) 


Northern Realms 

{Medic Ability) (1 Card) 

Only a single unit, the Dun Banner Medic, offers the 
Norther Realms hope with this ability, so bolster the 
deck with Yennefer if you wish, and learn (both playing 
with or against the Northern Realms deck) that once 
this Medic is played, another isn't to be expected 
Offering the highest non-Hero point value (5), this 
medic is also a worthy Siege Unit to boot. 
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Scoia’tael (Medic Ability) (3 Cards) 
‘There are three Ranged Havekar Healers you can 
bolster your Scoia'Tael deck with. Due to their non- 
existent points value (0), their only role is to provide 
their Medic ability to your tactics. Just like Spies, 
don't be put off by their lack of combat prowess; use 
them to coax your beefier units back into the fray! 


Skellige Clans (Medic Ability) (1 Card) 

Birna Bran may have a low points total (2), but her Medic ability makes her 
exceptionally helpful. Use her to bring back Olaf (who is Agile, worth 12 points, 
‘and has Morale Boost!), and then the Light Drakker Muster units (also worth 12 
points in the Ranged row when all three are employed). Partner her with Yenneter 
to double your chances. 


() UNIT ABILITY: MORALE BOOST (8 CARDS) 


This adds +1 to all units in the row, excluding the card itself. A relatively 

rare card (only seven have this ability), these are initially seen as similar to 
Commander's Horn cards; enabling you to bolster a single row’s total. However, 
Morale Boosts are always associated with a character card (not a Special card), 
and they are more helpful when you have a larger group of cards (with either 

‘a low or high points value), compared to the Commander's Horn which is more 
potent when partnered with high value cards. As always, Morale Boosts do not 
affect any Heroes in the row. 


MORALE BOOST: KNOW WHEN TO FOLD THEM 

Morale Boost doesn't quite have the potency of the Commander's Horn, and it's 
usually better to swap out cards that don't have other types of bonuses as you 
become more proficient in deck building. Do include Morale Boost cards when 
you are focusing on adding an overwhelming force to a single row, and wish to 
further augment it, though (as ever), watch for Scorch to ruin your plans. 


I you're playing a Northern Realms deck, and focusing on your Siege row, you 
may have stacked your deck with average to high-point equipment: 


* Play a Siege Tower (6), Trebuchet (6), and the Dun Banner Medic (5), and your 
‘normal total for that row is 17. 


© Play those three cards and add a Kaedweni Siege Expert (1, with Morale 
Boost), and your new total is 21 (your three original cards each receive +1 to 
their points, and the Siege Expert brings 1 point himself. 


Now imagine you have eight non-Hero Siege cards on the row and the Morale 
Boost becomes a lot more potent (adding +8 to the row). With this in mind, it's 
good to keep a Morale Boost and play it last (after your row is established), if you 
feed to push your total quickly after lulling a foe into thinking they've won by a 
point or two. 


Neutral Cards 

{Morale Boost Ability) (1 Card) 

The infamous Olgierd von Everec is the only Neutral 
card with Morale Boost, and therefore the only way 

a Nilfgaard player can utilize a card with this ability 
{as no faction card from that deck has Morale Boost 
available to it). Olgierd has the flexibility of being Agile 
too, and has reasonable points too (6). Use him late in 
a round to bolster either your Close Combat or Ranged 
fows and then Medic or Decoy him back into play 
afterwards, if you wish. 


Monster Deck 
{Morale Boost Ability) (1 Card) 

The Kayran is the only Monster card with this ability, 
which it can bring to either the Close Combat or 
Ranged row. As the Kayran is a Hero, he can only be 
used once, but otherwise has the flexibility of being 
placed on either a Close Combat or Ranged row, and 
adds eight points before any Morale Boost bonuses 
are calculated, which is impressive. As Monster decks 
are primarily focused on Close Combat, you would 
‘normally bolster this row using Kayran. However, you 
can sneakily wait, and place him on a Ranged row 
instead, if your Close Combat row is getting pounded 
by Weather cards or Scorch. 


There are three Kaedweni Siege Experts to collect in a Northern Realms deck, 
‘and although their points score is a pitiful 1, all three can be stacked (enabling 
you to increase your Morale Boost ability by up to +3 per Siege card on the row, 
if all three are used). As Northern Realm players tend to utilize this, beware of 
your foe's focusing on nullifying this row over other ones. As always, think about 
bringing one of these cards back to win a match late in the round, either by 
keeping one in your hand or using a Medic, 


Scoia’tael (Morale 
Boost Ability) (2 | 
Cards) 

Two elven units have this \ 
ability; lsengrim Faoltiama 

(a Close Combat Hero) 

and Milva (a Ranged non- 
Hero). Both are worth 10 

points too, making them 
extremely useful. Isengrim 


is a worthy card to be | pee 
sure, and is usually the ase nauae 
pte 


preferred choice over the "Seamer 
other 10 point Scoia'Tael 

Heroes without this ability. Of course, he can’t be returned to play after use. 
Miva is arguably more potent (or at least, a more flexible a card to use), as she 
is the only 10 point non-Hero a Scoia'Tael player has, and is therefore able to be 
Decoyed or retumed to play with a Medic. She is Scorch bait however, so bring 
her to bolster your ranged row after the coast is clear! 


Skellige Clans 
(Morale Boost 
Ability) (2 Cards) 
Olaf is one of the 

mightiest Morale Boost 
cards of all! He is Agile, 
‘worth 12 points, and is 
anon-Hero, This makes 
him susceptible to Scorch, 
but he’s also able to be 
Decoyed and brought back 
by Medics. If you coax 
your foe into using their 
Scorch cards on lesser 
cards (or even on Olaf so you don't lose groups of your best cards like three 
Young Berserkers when they have transformed into 8-point Transformed Young 
Vildkaarls), bring him back time and time again to add Morale Boost to either row 
that needs it, and bring punishment with his tremendous points value! 


‘The Berserker offers even more bear-faced savagery than Olaf, bringing a 
whopping 14 points to the Close Combat row, Remember this Morale Boost 
card is only available once you've used a Mardroeme to transform him, In all 
other respects, he has the tactical advantages and shortfalls of Olaf; though his 
potency isn't as easily utilized due to the need for a Mardroeme card, 


@ UNIT ABILITY: MUSTER (35 CARDS) 


‘Muster cards allow you to find any cards with the same name in your deck, and 
play them instantly. This is a highly potent ability that can seriously improve your 
points total in a single placement! However, there are some worries about using 
Muster too, and you need to learn which groups of cards are going to be played 
together. Remember that discarded cards aren't able to be added to a Muster 
group (unless you use a Medic), so it is wise to play Muster cards only on a 
found you are setting out to win. 


For example, if you were to own all three Crone cards, and played one of them 
during a round, the other two Crones would also appear (either from your hand, 
or from within the deck of cards you haven't discarded), effectively giving you 
their combined points total (6x3), That's an 18-point play right there, and almost 
double that of a 10 point Hero! 


MUSTER: KNOW WHEN TO FOLD THEM 

‘Muster cards are far less effective when you haven't collected all of the same 
card type, and don't have a full Muster group in your deck. Why play an Arachas 
if you have only one? Instead, focus on collecting cards so you've gathered a 
complete group, 


The biggest advantage a Muster set of cards has (the ability to play them all at 
‘once), is also the biggest concem: When playing a Muster card, you lose a large 
number of cards you are holding (as all like-minded Muster cards are played at 
‘once), and you can sometimes drop far more cards from the hand than you want 
to (especially if you have no other options of cards to play). For this reason, learn 
to calculate how many cards you will have left once you play a Muster group, 
‘and swap out any related Muster cards at the initial card draw. 


For example, your initial card draw from your Monster deck gives you all three 
Crones and an Arachas. The Arachas is fine (as the Arachas isn’t part of the 
Crones group). But if you keep the current draw as-is, and play one of your 
Crones in battle, all three are removed from your hand; effectively lessening 
your card total by three! That's terrible, as your foe is likely to out-draw you. So 
counter this problem by swapping out two of the Crones during the card draw, 
and hope you get other Muster groups (except for Arachases!) or other Monster 
card types instead. 


Think of Muster units as being useful only once (much like Heroes), as although 
they can be brought back with Decoys and Medics, once a number of them are 
discarded, it takes a large number of Decoys and Medics to resurrect them back 
into play, which isn’t the best use of these card types. 


Muster Cards 

And Dandelion Or 
Commander's Horn 
This combination of cards 
is spectacularly potent, 
though it can be the focus 
of a Scorch or Weather 
card as your foe tries 

to circumvent such an 
increase in points! Whether 
you play your Muster 
cards or Commander's 
Horn first is up to you, but 
an already-impressive 

total is effectively doubled (providing all your Muster cards are on the same row, 
remember some are placed on different rows!), 


For example, if you have all five Vampire types in your Monster deck, and play 
any one of them, all of them appear on your Close Combat row: Vampire Katakan 
(5), Vampire Ekimmara (4), Vampire Fleder (4), Vampite Garkain (4), and Vampire 
Bruxa (4). That's an impressive 21 points! Now add a Commander's Horn, and 
that total increases to 42 points! Expect a Weather card, Scorch, or weeping from 
a foe that passes after this combo strike! 


Muster Cards And 
Morale Boosts 
Though not normally as 
potent as a Muster and 
Commander's Horn play, 
combining Muster cards 
with Morale Boosts is 
‘another fantastic way to 
squeeze out even more 
points from your deck. 
‘Once again, expect to be 
hit by Weather or Scorch 
cards afterwards (80 
‘wait until your opponent 
plays these before trying this combo). Assuming all your Muster cards affect 
the same row, you won't get as large of a points total as combining Muster with 
a Commander's Hom, but you won't lose as many points if one or more cards 
are nullified with Scorch, either. Plus, Morale Boost cards usually have a higher 
points value to bring to the battlefield, which helps offset the lower bonuses. 


For example, if you play all five Vampire types from your Monster deck, placing 
them all on your Close Combat row (Vampire Katakan (5), Vampire Ekimmara (4), 
Vampire Fleder (4), Vampire Garkain (4), and Vampire Bruxa (4) for an impressive 
21 points), why not add the Kayran card to complete this dominant play? The 
total increases to 34 points (the +1 bonus for each of the five Vampires in play, 
and 8 for Kayran's points). 


Naturally, you can combine Muster, Commander's Horn, and Morale Boost cards 
to further bolster a points total to truly insane levels! 


Muster Cards And 
Decoys Or Medics 
Muster cards aren't 

very helpful to use with 
Decoy cards, as you need 
multiple Decoys in order 
to gather up all the Muster 
cards on the battlefield. 
The only time you'd use 
(usually multiple) Decoy 
cards is to gather up any 
remaining Muster cards 
after one or more of them 
have been Scorched. 


Likewise, Medic cards have limited help to a Muster unit, until you realize you 
could bring a Muster card that was Scorched back from the dead, But the 
remaining Muster cards are likely to be either already in play, or discarded, 
forcing you to utilize multiple Medics you bring back the whole Muster team, and 
there are far better options when using Medics than this. 
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Muster Cards Muster Cards, 


And Spies Scorch, And 

As Spy-heavy decks (the Countering 
Nilfgaardian Empire and if you wish to counter an 
Northern Realms) can only opponent who loves to 


use Muster in a Monster 
{and to a lesser extent, 
the Scoia'Tael deck), the 


use Gaunter O'Dimm, and 
the Muster-heavy decks 
(Monsters and Scoal'Tael) 


only have the Mysterious trick is to try to coax them 

Elf as a Spy card, synergy into playing their Muster 

between these card types units as early as possible, 

is minimal Mimserscicseien or bring a Weather card Fieri het re ][Pey tens mt peat 
oad to lessen the threats they 


For Spy-heavy decks, 

and assuming you're using Gaunter O’Dimm, walt until Gaunter O'Dimm's 
group has been played before using a Spy, or there's a good chance you'll 
draw one (or two) additional Gaunter O'Dimm-related cards, wasting your Spy's 
ability completely. Most (but not all) Muster units are highly susceptible to Scorch. If you have a card 
with this ability, play it to ensure you win the round. For example, if your opponent 
plays three Crones (6 points each), retaliate with Scorch (assuming the Crones 
are the highest points in your opponent's row), All three Crones are then burned, 
as they all have equal the highest number. But if a higher numbered Monster card 
also appears with the Crones on the row, your Scorch targets that instead. 


pose, playing it only after 
Clear Weather appears from your opponent, so you can ensure you lessen the 
impact Muster units present. 


For Muster-heavy decks, which only allow you to use the Mysterious Elf, play the 
Waiting game until toward the end of the bout (the second or third round), when 
you've played all your Muster units completely. The Spy is far more effective at 
‘grabbing a (non-Muster, but important) card then. 


Neutral Cards (Muster Ability) (4 Cards) 

Gaunter 0'Dimm and his dark specters introduce the Nilfgaardian Empire and Northern Realms into the wonderful world of Muster cards (as Gaunter is Neutral). He 
also augments an already-heavy Monster and Scoia'Tael deck still further, though the chances of getting multiple Muster cards of the same name in your hand does 
increase, the more Muster groups you carry into battle. Gaunter is a reasonably strong Muster group, but has the added benefit of splitting his troops between Ranged 
‘and Siege (which is usually the least-used rows, especially in Muster-heavy decks) 
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Total Muster Group Value: (4+ 4+ 4+ 2 = 14) 


Monster Deck (Muster Ability) (18 Cards) 

As there are five possible Muster groups in a Monster Deck (and a sixth if you utilize Gaunter 0’Dimm, too!) making this the most potent of Muster Decks, assuming 
you've spent the time gathering all the cards needed for each group, As you progress in your Monster Deck collection, swap out the lower Muster groups for higher 
point ones, as it's not usually a great idea to have all Muster groups. Why? Because it's easy to lose multiple cards from your hand (or deck) during a round and run 
ut of cards before your opponent. 


The Arachas group offers excellent value, as the Arachas Behemoth Is a Slege unit, while the regular Arachas troops are close combat, giving an opponent with a 
Weather Card or Scorch something of a headache. 


The same can't be said for the Crones; although they are tremendous value (and offer 18 points to play in one turn using only three of your cards up instead of the 
Arachas group's four), all three Crones are Close Combat units, making them highly susceptible to Scorch. As the only higher value non-Hero available to Monster 
Decks Is the Toad or Villentretenmerth, you may need to play them to save your Crones from being torched. Or wait until the threat of Weather and Scorch as passed 
‘and then play them. 


The Vampire group 
numbers five (which 
can really remove 
‘cards from your hand 
or pile when played!), 
but are arguably 

the best Muster 
group you can use. 
This is because the 
Vampire: Katakan 

is worth five points, 
while the four lesser 
vampires are worth 
four each. So even if 
you're Scorched (which kills the strongest cards on the battlefield), your Katakan “protects” the others while still bolstering your Close Combat row. Watch for Biting 
Frosts, though! 


Vampire Group Vah 


The Nekker and Ghoul groups are good to utilize when you're first starting out 
with a Monster deck, and are good to play as single cards (keep some of the 
‘Muster group out of your deck entirely, negating the Muster ability, in order to 
keep your card count high) if you're trying to feint your opponent or need to use 
up a card instead of a more important one, As you progress, you may find using 
up three Ghoul cards for a measily three points isn’t worth it; there are better 
options to pick (Heroes, and Neutral cards). 


Scoia’tael (Muster Ability)(9 Cards) 

While the Monster Deck has the most devastating Muster cards, the Scoia'Tael 
fhas a few units with this ability that can help your cause to a lesser extent (and 
don't forget to add Gaunter O'Dimm, tool). The Elven Skirmishers offer 6 points 
to Ranged, though using up three cards to get these points is troubling if you're 
trying to keep your card count up. 


‘Swap your Elven Skirmishers for Dwarven ones as you continue to build this 
deck up. You get three extra points for the same card expenditure, though you 
have to place the Dwarves in the Close Combat row, which may already be 
crowded (so use Agile cards to even up the rows), The three Havekar Smugglers 
are a great way to instantly add 15 points, and because you're likely to have @ 
number of higher-value non-Hero cards to act as Scorch-fodder (such as the 
Dol Blathanna Scout, Barclay Els, or Yaevinn), your main worry is Biting Frost. So 
keep a Clear Weather card just in case. Also be mindful of running out of cards 
more quickly, to. 
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Skellige Clans (Muster Ability) (4 Cards) 


‘There are two separate Muster groups that the 
‘Skellige Clans can bring into a bout (and Gaunter 
O'Dimm makes three). The first involves the Hero 
‘Cerys. She has a unique Muster ability to summon 
three non-Muster cards: the Clan Drummon 
Shieldmaidens. Without Cerys, the Shieldmaidens 
are simply three 4-point Tight Bond cards. However, 
with Cerys, they are instantly summoned to her 
side, immediately giving you their Tight Bond 
bonus, That's 36 points not counting Cerys! Think of 
Cerys as instantly able to summon this Tight Bond 
group. Remember, only Cerys has this ability; you 
‘should hope to draw her over the Shieldmaidens at 
the start of any match. 


Completely separate are the Light Longship Group, which brings a reasonably 
Impressive 12 points to the Ranged row when played. Avoid Scorch by using any 
of the Clan Brokvar Archers, or Olgierd von Everec as Scorch fodder on this row. 
Remember Cerys and the Light Drakker groups are unrelated Muster groups. 


UNIT ABILITY: SCORCH (7 CARDS) 


Special Scorch cards are discarded after playing. Character Scorch cards remain 
on the board (and can be scorched themselves), Scorch kills the strongest 
card(s) on the battlefield (not including Heroes). Special Scorch cards, and the 
Clan Dimun Pirate card, affect the entirety of your opponent's battlefield, All 
other character Scorch cards pick out the highest value from a particular row (as 
long as the row’s combined units’ strength is 10 or more). There are only seven 
Scorch cards you can collect: three are Special cards, and there's a Neutral, 
Monster, Scoia'Tael, and Skellige Clans character with Scorch ability, too. 


Aside trom Weather cards, think of Scorches as the ultimate counter (and biggest 
threat) to. non-Hero cards, and especially those with abilities of their own. Study 
the point value of each deck to determine the largest concentration of high point 
non-Hero cards of the same value. The complete Gwent card table is on page 
782. There, you'll be able to learn which high point cards, or groups of cards, you 
‘should look to use Scorch on, and what to expect your opponent to play. 


For example, when playing against the Northern Realms deck, you see your 
‘opponent play a Trebuchet (Siege, six points). Nasty! But you also remember that 
your opponent is likely to have numerous other six point cards (such as another 
Trebuchet, two Ballistas, a Siege Tower, Ves, et cetera). Do you wait until your 
foe commits to more six-point cards and torch them all? Or do you wait until he 
plays a Catapult (Siege, eight points) which would automatically be the focus of 
your Scorch instead? The trick is getting lucky so you remove the most number 
of your foe's points; not necessarily cards of the highest number! This is why 
cards with group abilities are ripe for scorching! 


‘A.good rule to follow: Play scorch if your opponent plays several cards across their 
battlefield with the same points strength. Gauge the correct time. Too early and you 
‘only get rid of one or two cards; too late, and you may only hit a higher-value card 

Instead of numerous slightly lower-value cards. You're using Scorch to remove the 
Jargest number of points in a single strike, not the strongest single card. 


SCORCH: KNOW WHEN TO FOLD THEM 

{AND SCORCHING YOUR OWN CARDS) 

You can also simply waste a Scorch special card by playing it to remove a low 
point card, This is only acceptable when trying to get your opponent to pass, or 
when you need to hold on to more valuable cards you don't want to play yet. 


You can waste Scorch character cards by playing them without any regard to 
their Scorch ability. For example, you can place Villentretenmerth (7 point Close 
Combat non-Hero) into your row, irrespective of your opponent's own Close 
Combat cards. if no cards of value afe presented, the scorch is wasted, This 

§s almost never a good idea due to the exceptional value the character Scorch 
cards represent. 


Light Drakker Group Value: (4 + 4+ 4 = 12) 


‘Another cunning plan is to drop Hero cards on the battlefield if you know your foe 
is low on cards and might have Scorch (so they are forced to play it), since your 
Heroes aren't affected by it. Or, play your lower value cards first, increasing your 
points gradually until your foe plays a high value card, and you can pounce! 


Has an opponent passed, confident they've won the round? Then play a Scorch, 
remove their strongest non-Hero, and win the round instead! 


Special Scorch cards also affect your own non-Hero cards, which Is something 
to be exceptionally mindful of when using them! Make sure your own battlefield 
cards are lower in value than your enemy's, or expect disappointing result. 
There are very few reasons why you should plan to Scorch your own cards! 


Scorch Cards, 
Berserkers And 
Mardroemes 

No Mardroeme cards (as 
they are either Special, or 
attached to Ermion who is 
a Hero) can be Scorched, 
but the Berserkers 
certainly can. Bide your 
time with these units, 

as the non-transtormed 
Berserker and Young 
Berserker aren't usually 
of high-enough value to 
be Scorched. No so after a Mardroeme is played; check the new value of the 
Transtormed Vildkaarl and Transformed Young Vildkaart units and Scorch at will! 
Be aware that occasionally units go Berserk so they can become Scorch-balt, 
prior to your foe placing other units in their place to win a round; a plan you can 
try, too! 


Scorch Cards And Transformation Cards 


Employ the Scorch on the Cow (or the Kambi) only after it has transformed into its more potent card; otherwise 
there is no advantage whatsoever. As you're already forewamed by the placement of the Cow (or Kambi), you 
‘can prepare to remove the transformed card later on. f you destroy a transformation card with Scorch, your 
‘opponent can use a Decoy or Medic to bring it back, even if the Bovine Defense Force (or Hemdall) is deployed; 
but Scorching a zero-point card is a foolish idea anyway, and one that almost never occurs. 


Scorch Cards And 
Commander's Horn 
Or Morale Boosts 
Scorch cards don't usually 
have any benefit being 
played with or against 
Commander's Horn or 
Morale Boost cards if the 
rows affected by the Horn 
‘or Morale Boost are the 
rows you are targeting 

(or want your opponent to 
target), But there are times 
When you want to play a 
Commander's Horn or Morale Boost with Scorch in mind. 
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First example: Say you have a Monster deck with a Forktall, Plague Maiden, 
Griffin, and Werewolf making up your Close Combat row, and Grave Hag on your 
Ranged row. All are non-Hero cards worth five points each, A Scorch would be 
devastating to you, so manage your losses by planning the foliowing before a 
‘Scorch appears: 


‘Add a higher-point non-Hero, such the Fiend (six points) to “take one for the 
team," keeping all your five point cards in play. 


r, add a Morale Boost card to your Ranged row by playing Kayran (Hero, Agile, 
Morale Boost, eight points) there. Kayran is immune to Scorch, and his Morale 
Boost adds one to the Grave Hag, bringing her points total to six. Now a Scorch 
will only kill her, leaving all your other five point cards alone. 


Second example: Imagine you have a Nilfgaardian Empire deck with two Black 
Infantry Archers in your Ranged row. Both are non-Hero cards worth ten points 
each, making them extremely susceptible to Scorch, Mitigate your losses by 
placing a Siege Engineer (a non-Hero Siege card worth six points), and then use 
the Commander's Horn to double the strength of the Siege Engineer to 12. Now 
the Scorch targets him, and not your archers. 


Scorch Cards And 
Decoys Or Medics 
Special Scorch cards are 
immediately discarded 
when used, 80 the tactics 
here refer to character 
cards with Scorch ability, 
such as the Toad of the 
Monster Deck. Decoy and 
Medics are incredibly 
useful to bring back a 
character Scorch card 


ras 
you've either wasted by ~ = | TE 
playing too early, or want 

to utilize again, and should be part of any professional Gwent player's repertoire! 


For example, say you've laid waste to a couple of high-point Scoia Tael ranged 
cards using Toad. Simply Decoy it back into your deck so you can use it later 
Or wait until the end of the round, oF until the Toad is scorched off the board, 
and resurrect it from the discard pile to bring havoc later in a round or in future 
rounds. Even if you don’t use the card's scorch ability again, itis a seven-point 
card to place. 


Scorch Cards 

And Spies 

As an opponent with 
‘numerous Spies usually 
wants to reuse them, 
and they add to your own 
totals when a foe plays 
them, you don’t want to 
‘Scorch high-point enemy 
spies such as Stefan 
Skellen (nine point Spy) 
or Shilard Fitz-Oesterlen 
(seven point Spy) of the 
Nilfgaardian Empire; the 
enemy has already drawn their additional cards, and is likely to want to use 
Medics on them anyway (though you can scorch them to stop them from being 
Decoyed if the situation calls for it) 


Otherwise, Spies offer little benefit unless you're playing with the aforementioned 
Stefan or Shilard. Play either or both, grab the extra cards the Spy ability grants 
you. Then Scorch them (as they are both high-value cards, and currently adding 
to your enemy's points total). Then Medic them back into play! You can't do 

that as easily with lower-point Spies. Let Stefan, Shilard, (and to a lesser extent 
Prince Stennis (five point Spy) and Sigismund Dijkstra (four point Spy) of the 
Northern Realms) take one for the team! 


Scorch Cards And 
Muster Cards 

Scorch cards can be 
infuriating to players with 
high-value Muster cards, 
such as the three Crones 
(six points) of the Monster 
deck. As Muster cards 
usually result in multiple 
cards of the same strength 
being played at once, they 
are easy to Scorch out of 
existence. Though there 
are exceptions, 
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The Arachas Behemoth (six points), and the Vampire: Katakan (five points) both 
have higher points than the other units of their Muster group. This “protects” the 
majority of the group from Scorch as these higher cards are sacrificed instead, 


For example, you play the Vampire: Katakan and all four lesser Vampires (four 
points each), for a total of 21 points on your battlefield. An enemy Scorch would 
only remove the Katakan, stil leaving you with 16 points (the four remaining 
lesser vampires). 


‘Another plan is to use lower-value Muster cards (such as the three Nekkers) 

to lure a foe into playing a Scorch card. As they aren't likely to have another, 
you can sacrifice your Nekkers in order to place higher-value units (such as the 
Crones) in relative safety. 


Otherwise, use Scorch to attempt to remove as many Muster units as you can. 
The Crones are very susceptible to Scorch, as they have a high point value, 
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Scorch Cards And 
Tight Bond Cards 
dust like Muster cards, 
you (and your enemy) 
should focus your 
Scorching attention on 
Tight Bond cards for 
multiple reasons; they 
are usually the highest 
point total (especially 
after bonding), and they 
can really threaten to 
overwhelm you, points- 
wise, if left alone. 


‘As Tight Bonds are usually played when victory is attempted, you need to wait until 
a Scorch is played by a foe before your Tight Bond cards are fully utilized. Though 
it's fine to have a single Cinfred Reavers Dragon Hunter (five points ranged) on 

the battlefield, especially if your foe has higher non-Hero cards, when you add a 
‘second Hunter, their points total climbs to 10 each, making them Scorch bait. For 
‘this reason, refrain from completing Tight Bonds until It is safe to do so. 


Scorch Cards 

And Weather 

Scorch cards, and 
especially Character Scorch 
cards (Villentretenmerth 

in particular) can cause 
‘one of the most damaging 
strikes in an entire Gwent 
game! This happens 
rarely, but when it does, 
you'll be bragging about it 
for weeks! 


The plan of attack is this: 
Late into the Gwent bout, lure your opponent into playing a large number of 
cards (of any points value, with one or more Heroes if possible) in a particular 
\ine. For Villentretenmerth, these must be Close Combat cards, For Toad, these 
must be Ranged cards. For Schirru, these must be Siege cards. For the Clan 
Dimun Pirate, it must be all rows (including your own)! 


Play a weather card that affects the row you want to decimate. For 
Villentretenmerth, it is Biting Frost. For Toad, it is Impenetrable Fog. For Schirru, it 
is Torrential Rain, For the Clan Dimun Pirate, it is Skellige Storm and Biting Frost. 
‘Now look at your opponent's row(s); it needs to have a points value of 10 or more 
(except in the case of the Clan Dimun Pirate, which doesn't have this limitation), 
As heroes aren't affected by Weather, they usually bring that total to ten already. 


Now unleash your Character Scorch, The entire row of non-Heroes, because the 
Weather card has reduced them to the same points total (1), are all seen as the 
“strongest”, and therefore scorched, leaving only your Heroes left! 


For example, imagine a Northern Realms player has stacked their Close Combat 
deck with the following: 


* Vernon Roche (10 point Hero) 

* Ves (5 point non-Hero) 

* Three Blue Stripes Commandos (36 points total due to Tight Bond) 

* Commander's Horn (doubling the strength of everyone except Vernon Roche) 


That's a total of 92 strength points in that row! Now launch your cunning plan. 

With a Biting Frost and Villentretenmerth in your hand, place the Biting Frost on the 
battlefield. Your enemy's row total is now 18 (Ves and the Blue Stripes Commandos 
re now worth two points each, while Vernon Roche is unaffected). That's not a bad 
‘eduction. But what happens if your foe plays Clear Weather? Before that happens, 
place Villentretenmerth. The Close Combat row is worth over 10 points (thanks to 
Vernon Roche; remember this wouldn't have worked if Vemon wasn't there, as Ves 
‘and the Blue Stripes would only be worth eight points, nullifying Villentretemerth's 
attack. Villentretemerth scorches Ves and the three Blue Stripes Commanders, 
Feducing the row to 10 (only Vernon is left wondering what the hell happened). 
Now your foe's front line is decimated permanently! 


Note that Special Scorch cards affect the entire battlefield, so aren't usually able 
‘to be combined with Weather cards (as there's always a higher-point card on a 
different row that’s targeted instead). 


Neutral Cards 

(Character Scorch Ability) (1 Card) 
Villentretenmerth is a seven-point Close Combat Unit 
with a Close Combat Scorch ability. Use this in every 
deck; it's arguably the best card to play if you want 
to decimate a high value target, targets, or even an 
entire row if you use the Scorch and Weather card 
technique mentioned previously. Remember to Decoy 
‘or Medic this card so you can employ it again and 
again! This card's only shortfall is that it doesn't affect 
Ranged or Siege units. 


Monster Deck 

(Character Scorch Ability) (1 Card) 

Toad is a seven-point Ranged Unit with a Ranged 
Scorch ability, and is also unique. Employ exactly the 
‘same tactics as with Villentretenmerth, and use both 
cards so you have the possible ability to specifically 
target Close Combat or Ranged rows. Toad is more 
devastating when battling against a deck that uses 
Ranged rows frequently, such as the Nilfgaardian 
Empire and Scoia'Tael. Combine him with the 
Impenetrable Fog card to wipe out a unit row! 


Scoia’tael 

(Character Scorch Ability) (1 Card) 

Schirru is an eight-point Siege Unit with a Siege 
Scorch ability, and also unique. The same tactics 
apply here (use like Villentremerth, and employ 

both cards to cover Close Combat and Siege rows). 
However, because Siege units are used less frequently 
(the Monster deck only has four possible Siege cards, 
for example), the chances for devastating attacks 

are less frequent, unless you're playing against the 
Northern Realms. Combine Schirru with Torrential Rain 
to wipe out an entire Siege row, 


Skellige Clans 

(Character Scorch Ability) (1 Card) 

The Clan Dimun Pirate may be a 6-point non-hero 
Ranged unit, but he has the most devastating 

Scorch ability of all; a battlefield-wide Scorch which 
works in exactly the same way as a Special Scorch 
card! However, this does mean you can't target 

your attack to a specific row (unless you're using 
Villentretenmerth to remove a Close Combat unit or 
group first, with your Clan Dimun Pirate attacking the 
ext-highest unit), Wiping out entire rows of Weather- 
crippled cards are less effective with the Clan Dimun 
Pirate (as he targets rows with higher-value cards 
instead, and that can include your own non-hero 
troops!) unless you've blanketed the entire battlefield with Skellige Storm and 
Biting Frost, and you're using King Bran’s Leader ability; Do this, then use Scorch 
to wipe out your foe's entire Close Combat, Ranged, and Siege rows! This is a 
rare, but insanely powerful occurrence that works if you plan it correctly! 


@ UNIT ABILITY: SPY (7 CARDS) 


Spies are placed on your opponent's battlefield, and count towards their points total. In return, you receive two cards from your deck. So why give your opponent 
additional points? In order to bolster your own deck and receive some of the preferred cards you need or want to play, or to bolster your deck so you can out-draw 
your foe. It's important to understand that because Spies add to your opponent's total points, a more powerful Spy is one with a lower points total. 


For example, Stefan Skellen might have nine points, but because that nine points is going to your opponent when you play him, he’s a terrible Spy! Even so, giving 
your opponent nine points is still a good idea, as the two cards you receive usually more than make up for your shortfall, as you have more cards (a net increase 
of one), and more flexibility in playing future cards. Compare Stefan to Thaler (a 1 point Siege unit). Thaler is an amazing Spy, because he only adds one to your 
‘opponent's total (while allowing two cards to be taken from your deck, just like Stefan). 


Spies: Know When To Use [And Abuse] Them! 

Generally, the tactic with Spies is to utilize them as early as possible, starting 
‘with your most ineffectual spy (the one that gives your foe the most points). That 
way, you aren't playing high-point Spies later, when the points totals are more 
critical. Then use cards with other abilities (Decoy or Medics for example) so 
return a Spy to your deck and play them again (and again)! The only exception 
to playing Spies early is if you know your opponent is hoarding Spies for later 
rounds, As they can out-draw you if you're not careful, keep Spies in reserve for 
Just such an occurrence. 


Thé plan with Spies is to use them continuously throughout ail three Gwent 
rounds to bolster your deck, so you have the largest number of cards available 
that you can, so you can more easily react to a foe, draw important cards more 
easily, and keeping more cards in your hand than your opponent. Remember; 
having more cards In your hand than your opponent is the most important 
strategy for winning Gwent! 


‘Spies are more helpful if your deck total is low (the 22 minimum), and the 
number of Sples in your deck is high (up to four depending on your Faction). 
Make sure you start the second round with around two extra cards compared to 
your opponent. Start the final round with around four extra cards. Why? So your 
opponent is forced to struggle finding cards to play against you, or your card 
total forces them to pass, allowing you an easy round win. 


When Spies are used in the first round, you're more likely to pass or throw the 
round to your opponent. Treat this round as a buildup in forces for the second and 
third rounds you must win, As you're adding cards and removing Spies to achieve 
this, your deck is likely to be much more powerful for the latter two rounds. 


Remember that just because you aren't playing Spies, it doesn't mean you 
shouldn't employ these tactics, as your foe may be using them on you; forcing 
you to turn enemy Spies against your opponent! 


Sples are utilized primarily by Nilfgaardian Empire and Northern Realm players, 
as there are no Monster, Scoia'Tael, or Skellige Clan spies. Only the Mysterious 
Elf can be played with these factions, and he is only used once as he's a Hero, As 
both these Decks can rely on Muster cards (especially Monsters), it usually isn’t 
worth duplicating a Muster group you are already holding, 


Spies, Enemy 
Spies, And Decoys 
One of the best strategies 
for those with a number 

of Spies in their deck is 

to play them as early as 
possible; usually in the first 
or second round. However, 
‘once you send out your 
‘own Spies, they become 
enemy troops; so your 

only option is to Decoy an 
‘enemy spy back into your 
hand, so you can play it 
back onto your enemy's battlefield, This is all part of the overall tactic of acquiring 
more cards in your hand. However, this tactic doesn't work if your foe isn’t sending 
‘ut Spies on your side of the battlefield, so watch out for opponents who aren't 
using Spies (Monster and Scoia’Tael decks) and adjust your tactics accordingly. 


Decoys are also the best way to counter a foe who is using Spies against you. 
When a Spy enters your ranks, simply Decoy it into your hand, and play it back as 
soon as it makes sense to (so you can claim two cards as the Spy is effectively 
yours, now!). Do this again if further enemy Spies arrive on your battlefield. 


Spies And Medics 
Remember that Spies 
that you play go into 

your opponent's discard 
pile and not your own, 

0 any Spies you'll be 
resurrecting are going to 
be from your opponent's 
deck initially (unless your 
foe plays your own Spy 
back at you, and you then 
Decoy it!), If you have a 
choice of Spies to bring 
back into play (which is a 
great idea, as it gives you that two card draw again and again), choose discarded 
Spies with the lowest points value (such as Thaler), Higher point Spies are still 
viable, however. 


Another good point to use a Medic on a Spy Is when your opponent has passed, 
and you can still play cards, Utilize a Medic, assuming the points of the Medic 
won't cause you to lose the round (if that matters to you; you could be throwing 
the first round anyway). Then continue until you've maximized the cards you hold 
for the subsequent round. 


Spies And 
Scorching 

This is where Stefan 
‘Skellen becomes more 
helpful to the Nilfgaard! If 
you've placed a Spy on the 
board, you can Scorch it 
into your foe's discard pile 
after playing it. This allows 
you to remove the bonus 
the Spy was giving your 
opponent (in Stefan's case, 
nine points!). Remember 
you don't get the Spy (your 
‘opponent's discard pile holds it, enabling them to Medic the Spy back), But this 
is an option; only for Scorching high-point Spies (as there are usually other cards 
with a higher point value than a Spy you've placed, like Sigismund Dijkstra with 
his four points). However, there are usually better ways to use up a Scorch card 
than this. 


Spies And 
Weather Cards 
Negate the points your 
Spy card gives a foe by 
employing a Weather 
card after playing your 
Spy. If Vattier de Rideaux 
is heading into your 
opponent's Close Combat 
row, he's less effective if 
that row is fighting off a 
Biting Frost (reducing his 
points total for the enemy 
from 4 to 1). 
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Neutral Cards (Spy Ability) (1 Card) 

The Mysterious Elf is an extremely powerful Spy, 

8 he doesn't increase your opponent's total at all 

(0 points), and is a Hero (meaning he's a one-use 
card per match, and can't be destroyed, Decoyed, 

or brought back with a Medic). He's great to add to 
the Nilfgaardian and Northern Realm decks (where 
you have a Spy roster already), but offers less help to 
Monster and Scola’ Tael players, who may not want to 
stack their deck with Muster cards. Still, he is a good 
choice for those decks it you want a Spy in them; he's 
the only one you've got! 
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Nilfgaardian Empire (Spy Ability) (3 Cards) 

Although both the Nilfgaard and Northern Realms have three spies each, the 
Empire's trio of sneaky sods are decidedly more hamfisted: The infamous Stefan 
Skellen (9 points), the only-slightly more proficient Shilard Oesterlen (7 points), and 
the actually-adept Vattier de Rideaux (4 points) give your opponent 20 extra points 
ltyou play all three! Stil, the extra cards you gather almost always make this a 
‘moot point, Add the Mysterious Elf for a quartet of Spies and eight extra cards! 


Northern Realms (Spy Ability) (3 Cards) 

The most adept Spy masters are the Northern Realms faction, featuring three 
competent fellows; Prince Stennis (5 points), Sigismund Dijkstra (4 points) and 
the amazing Thaler (1 point); they only give up 10 points when all three are used: 
which is far less than the benefits you get from the additional cards you draw, 
‘Add the Mysteriotss Elf to complete your quartet. 


i) UNIT ABILITY: TIGHT BOND (33 CARDS) 


Though there are 33 Tight Bond cards, these are only available to Nilfgaardian 
Empire, Northern Realms units, and Skellige Clans factions, and require you to 
draw two or more cards of the same unit type in order for the ability to work. 
However, if you can gather multiples of the same unit, you can really increase 
the strength points total of a particular row. Which of course, then attracts 
‘Scorch and Weather Cards from your enemy's deck. So learn to mitigate these 
Gircumstances as often as possible, 


At the very beginning of the round, when you redraw two cards, if you're wanting 
to use Tight Bond cards in the round in question, you should redraw in the hopes 
of getting one (or more). 


TIGHT BOND CARDS: KNOW WHEN TO HOLD THEM 

On their own, Tight Bond cards are normal unit cards that aren’t very effective 
(with the exception of the Catapult, a Northern Realms Siege unit worth eight 
points), This means you can place them on the battlefield, wait a few turns, 
‘and then complete the pairing to really hammer a foe with a huge strength 
points increase! 


Some of the lesser cards (such as the Poor F--king Infantry) are also good to use 
as “throw away” cards; play them if you're stalling for time, or hoping to draw a 
better card. 


The biggest drawback with Tight Bond cards is that you need to have all of 
them in your hand so you can place them all in the same round. Using them in 
different rounds negates their ability completely, though it's sometimes a good 
strategic idea to “waste” a card early, then Decoy or Medic it back into your hand 
when a subsequent Tight Bond with the same name appears, 


There are no Monster, Scoia’Tael, or Neutral cards with the Tight Bond ability, 


Tight Bond Cards 
And Berserkers 
Tight Bond and Berserker 
units have some 
similarities; not least 
because the three Young 
Berserkers actually have 
the Tight Bond ability 
when transformed into 
Transformed Young 
Vildkaarls! Generally, both 
Tight Bond and Berserker 
cards have bonuses that 
require a subsequent card 
to played with them, and both can skirt by Scorch cards your opponent may 

use, becoming more susceptible to Scorch the more powerful their points total 
becomes. They both have the flexibility to be “under the radar” of your opponent, 
before being augmented to win a round. A Berserker group can reach their bonus 
a little more easily (as there are up to four Mardroeme cards that cause the 
bonus, compared to usually only two identical Tight Bond units that increase a 
Tight Bond's group total). Finally, remember that Young Berserkers, when they 
have transformed into Transformed Young Vildkaarls, add the Tight Bond ability; 
they become much more powerful when transformed in a group of up to three. 


Tight Bond Cards, 
Commander's Horn, 
And Morale Boost 
Though there’s not many 
card combinations that 
cause the enemy to 
instantly scramble for 
their Scorch or Weather 
cards, if you're able to 
halt these threats, you 
can add some incredible 
strength points to a row, 
and unequivocally win a 
round. The following is the 
best-case example: 


Place both Northern Realm Catapults in your Siege Row. Each Catapult is worth 
8 points on its own. Each is worth 16 as a duo; making 32 points. Now add a 
Morale Boost thanks to the Kaedweni Siege Expert (1 point unit, +1 for all units 
in the row). This brings the total up to 35. Then place the Commander's Horn, 
doubling the strength to 70. Not bad. Wait, do you smell burning? 


Tight Bond Cards p = 
And Decoys 5 
Perhaps the ultimate 
bait-and-switch tactic is 

to place a Tight Bond card 
‘on the battlefield, hoping 
your foe thinks you're 
‘about to place another. If 
the card isn’t subsequently 
Scorched, simply Decoy it 
back into your hand, and 
save it for later (if you were 
feinting, needed to bur 
@.card, or the time wasn't 
fight to play it), or for when you have more of the same unit type to maximize the 
Tight Bond ability. Just because you look like you're about to drop four Impera 
Brigade Guard units, doesn't mean you need to follow through with this plan! 


Tight Bond Cards 
And Medics 

The Nilfgaardian Empire is 
more adept at employing 
Medics (they have five 
compared to the Northern 
Realms’ and Skellige 
Clans'one Medic, though 
Yennefer of Vengerberg 

is a great addition), This 
allows you to bring back a 
complete set of Tight Bond 
cards, or some of a set 

of units you already used 
(when the third of that set is drawn later in the game). Reusing a group of cards 
with an ability to yield one of the largest points totals is always a good idea; 
especially after the threat of Scorch has passed 


Tight Bond Cards, Scorch, And The Weather 

In most circumstances, you should expect your Tight Bond cards to be targeted by 
‘Scorch, and do something about it. You could wait patiently to play the second and 
third cards until Scorch is used on another unit, or until the next round after Scorch 
disappears, You could sacrifice a higher-point unit so the Scorch targets that, 
allowing you to bolster your Tight Bond units to much stronger levels. Obviously 

be worried about the three Scorch Character cards; up to two could be played by a 
Monster or Scola'Tael player, and they can seriously damage your plans. 


You can purposefully use Weather Cards to hide the potency of Tight Bond units 
from a player you suspect is going to use Scorch. For example, place a Crinfrid 
Reavers Dragon Hunter in your Ranged row when your foe has an impressive 
selection of Ranged cards on their side of the battlefield. Then play Impenetrable 
Fog, pretending to negate both Ranged rows. In reality, play a couple more 


Tight Bond Cards 
And Muster Cards 
While the Nilfgaard and 
Northern Realms primarily 
use Tight Bond, the only 
way to mix your deck with 
Muster Cards is by adding 
Gaunter O'Dimm (and his 
dark minions) into the 

mix, Both are Soorch-bait, 
both add a large number 
of points, but Muster 
cards are instant, offer a = 
lesser total, can impede 

the total cards you hold in your hand, and aren't usually Decoyed or resurrected 
by Medics back into play. Tight Bond cards add a similar amount of points 
(though a couple of units can add much more), take place over multiple turns 

{a slower build of power), and are much better to Decoy or Medic. It also goes 
without saying that Tight Bond cards only “bind” with cards of the same name: A 
Nausicaa Cavalry Rider only adds to other Nausicaa Cavalry Rider totals. 
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Hunters, use Clear Weather (or a Leader ability) and reveal a much stronger Ranged row that was immune to Scorch when each card was valued at one (or two or 


three depending on how many Tight Bond cards were in that row). 


Nilfgaardian Empire (Tight Bond Ability) (9 Cards) 


Though the Niifgaard don’t seem quite as impressive a group of Tight Bond units overall, compared to Northern Realms, they have more Medics enabling you to 
return Tight Bond cards back into play; an important point to consider. Gather all three Tight Bond units as early as you can, but concentrate on employing the Impera 
Brigade Guards as often as possible, up to the point where higher-value cards become more important for your deck strategy. 
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Young Emissary (8 points wach 
together): 


Nausicaa Cavalry Rider (2 points each). Group Value (All cards 
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Northern Realms (Tight Bond Ability) (12 Cards) 

Though the Northern Realms’ downtrodden infantry are worth using to burn a card in order to delay the end of a round, even their Tight Bond value is questionable. 
Ditch them when more potent cards are available, Mid-level Gwent players employ the Blue Stripes Commandos, and the Crinfrid Reavers Dragon Hunters, with the 
aim of launching Catapult strikes as often as possible too. Just beware your lack of Medics impedes the return of these units after a round or a scorching. 


Catapult (8 points each). Gros 
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Crintrid Reavers Dragon Hunter (5 p. 


h). Group Valve (All cards together): 45 Bive Stripes Commando (4 points each). Group Value (AN cards together): 36 


Skellige Clans (Tight Bond Ability) (12 Cards) 

Both the Clan an Craite Warriors and War Longships have the same group 

value, and are comprised of three individual cards, The only difference is that 
the former is a Close Combat group, while the latter is your main Siege force. 
‘Augment the War Longships with Draig Bon-Dhu's Commander's Hom (otherwise 
he’s useless!), and add Yennefer with Birna Bran to hopefully Medic one of these 
groups into play to maximize their potential 


The Clan Drummon Shieldmaidens are a potent force on their own, though not 
providing quite the power of the other Tight Bond Skellige Clans cards. However, 

if Cerys is played, she instantly summons all three Shieldmaidens as if they were 
Mustered. This has the advantage that all the cards are played at once (not usually 
the case with Tight Bond cards), and that you can redraw any Shieldmaidens in 
your deck at the start of a match in the hopes of obtaining Cerys (who sumimons peng ay eqn pig 
them anyway). Note you can employ the Shieldmaidens as “regular” Tight Bond 

cards without Cerys, but this isn’t the most potent use of this group. 
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War Lonpship (6 points each). Group Value (Al! card: 


The Transformed Young Vildkaar! group, when 
partnered with Ermion or transformed using a 
Mardroeme, becomes a mauling and unstoppable 
force with tremendous value, providing you're lucky 
to have all three in your hand during a bout. Though 
the value they give you is immense, gathering the 
three together along with a Mardroeme (so the Tight 
Bond ability is triggered along with the Berserker 
transformation) can be tricky. 


Young Berserkers (2 + 2 + 2 = 6 points) ranstorm to Young Vildkaarls (24 + 24 + 24 = 76 points, only i all three are played and 


UNIT ABILITY: TRANSFORMATION CARDS (2 CARDS) 
The Cow seems initially to 
be a useless ranged card 
which offers no strength 
bonuses, and nothing of 
value during the round it 
{s played, aside from the 
fact itis a great card to 
“burn” while you walt for 
your opponent to run out 
of cards or play a Weather 
card or Scorch. However, 
once the Cow is taken off 
the battlefield (elther after 
a round, or by Scorch), 
the card transforms into a Bovine Defense Force (an eight-point Close Combat 
Fiend) that begins the next round already on your board. This can surprise your 
foe, quickly add points to a front line, and even take a Scorching for you! While 
the Cow card is excellent in the first and second rounds as a prelude to enforcing 
your Close Combat line, it's not very useful in the last round, as the more 
powerful card would appear only in the last round. 


The Skellige Clans have 
the (Close Combat) Kambi 
card, which works in the 
same way as the Cow. 
The only difference is that 
Hemdall is a close combat 
card (and therefore boosts 
that row) and is a Hero, 


Tight Bond ability 's applied). Note the Tight Bond ability when transformed! 


NEUTRAL CARDS (16 CARDS) 

Neutral cards are units and Heroes that can fight alongside your faction forces 
‘no matter which deck you decide to build; Geralt of Rivia is just as happy 

battling with the Scoia'Tael as he is with the Northern Realms. This allows you 
further customizable options when adding Neutral cards to your deck, and some 
interesting decisions on which cards to use, and which to ignore. Neutral cards 
are easily distinguished from your Faction cards as they always appear first (after 
your Special and Weather cards) in your “All Cards” collection list. They also 
have no banner design. There are 16 Neutral cards to collect, and the pictures on 
some of them change depending on if you have activated the Ballad Heroes DLC. 


NEUTRAL CARDS: 
GERALT AND 
CIRILLA 

These two Hero cards 
are the very best one- 
card strength point cards 
you can use, and five 
points higher than even 
your toughest faction 
Hero. They should be in 
your deck at all times, 
and should even take the 
place of faction Heroes 

if you're wanting to cut 
‘some cards in favor of a lean deck. They are devastating, Close Combat fighters, 
immune to Weather and all special effects (so they can only be used once a 
bout), and used to thoroughly bolster your front lines. 


NEUTRAL CARDS: 

YENNEFER OF VENGERBERG 

Yennefer is a seven-point Hero Medic who fights at 
the ranged row, As most of your highest point troops 
are likely to be at Close Combat range, this is a great 
way to diversify your forces. Though Yennefer isn't as 
strong as your best Faction Heroes, her Medic ability 
more than makes up for this slight shortfall. Add her to 
a deck you are creating with more Medics, or to forces 
that have no Medics at all (such as a Monster Deck), 
to add flexibility to your tactics. Yennefer is great for 
bringing back Villentretenmerth from the discard pile, 
for example 
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NEUTRAL CARDS: TRISS, VESEMIR, 
ZOLTAN, AND EMIEL 

This quartet of strong-willed, Close Combat units, 
of which Triss is the only Hero, are among the first 
Neutral cards you should add to your deck when 
you're first attempting to play the game of Gwent. 
However, as you progress and collect the stronger 
cards (or those with abilities, as none of these 
cards—save Triss—have anything other than brute 
force to atfer you), place these in your permanent 
discard pile so your deck doesn't get bloated. You 
are better off utilizing higher-point strength cards, 
and there are plenty to choose from. 


NEUTRAL CARDS: lo 
OLGIERD VON | 
EVEREC AND 
DANDELION 
Olgierd is no Hero, and | 
he’s only worth six points, 

but he’s a good card to | 
employ because of his | 
flexibility thanks to the fact 5 
he is Agile, and offers a 

Morale Boost. This means 

you can place him in 

either the Close Combat 

‘or Ranged rows and add 

some much-needed bonuses. Combine him with a Commander's Hom to really 
increase a row’s strength, and reuse him by utilizing a Medic. 
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Dandelion offers a similar strategy, though he only brings two measly strength 
points to Close Combat rows, so isn't as flexible in his positioning (despite what 
the harlots at the Rosemary and Thyme may have told you). Dandelion’s biggest 
benefit is his Commander's Horn, enabling you to ditch a Horn Special Card 

Combine him with Olglerd to increase your Close Combat row by a huge amount 


NEUTRAL CARDS: 
VILLENTRETENMERTH 

One of the best cards in the game of Gwent! 
Villentretenmerth must be part of your deck strategy at 
the earliest possible point. Though this is a seven-point 
‘fnon-Hero, Villentretenmerth has the invaluable ability to 
‘Scorch; not across the entire battlefield like the Special 
card, but a focused Scorch on your opponent's Close 
Combat row, if the total value of the opposite row is 
greater than or equal to 15, This allows you to place 
him (usually late in a round) to remove one or more 
high-level non-Heroes. Use him often, and resurrect 
him from the discard pie with a Medic. Use him with 
Toad (Monster Deck) or Schirru (Scoia'Tael Deck) to 
Scorch two different rows. Utilize all the Scorch tactics previously mentioned in this 
chapter. Watch the world burn! 


NEUTRAL CARDS: MYSTERIOUS ELF 
Initially, one might puzzle at the sight of a zero- 
point Hero, until you realize this elf is a Spy, and 
therefore gives your opponent no additional strength 
points, making him the finest Spy available. His only 
downfall is that because of his Hero status, he can't 
be Decoyed or resurrected by a Medic back into 
your hand; so use him to gather extra cards as soon 
‘as you can. Or, wait until the very end of a round, 
and feint your opponent into thinking you have few 
of no cards left, and then use him. He is a card you 
definitely should employ in any deck strategy, and 
also allows you to utilize the fabled Spy ability in a 
decks where Spies aren't normally available (such as 

Scola’Tael decks). 


NEUTRAL CARDS: 
COW (BOVINE 
DEFENSE FORCE) 
The Cow seems initially to 
be a useless ranged card 
which offers no strength 
bonuses, and nothing of 
value during the round it 
is played, aside from the 
fact itis a great card to 
“bum” while you wait for 
your opponent to run out 
of cards or play a Weather 
card or Scorch. However 
once the Cow is taken off the battlefield (either after a round, or by Scorch card), 
the card transforms into a Bovine Defense Force (an eight-point Close Combat 
Fiend) that begins the next round already on your board. This can surprise your foe, 
Quickly add points to a frontline, and even take a Scorching for you! While the Cow 
Card is excellent in the first and second rounds as a prelude to enforcing your Close 
Combat line, it's not very useful inthe last round, as the more powerful card would 
appear only in the last round 


NEUTRAL CARDS: 
GAUNTER O'DIMM 
AND DARKNESS 
The tactical advantages 
of this set of Muster cards 
has been discussed in 

the Muster section of 

this chapter. Simply put, 
Gaunter O'Dimm adds a 
possible 14 points (if you 
have all four cards) with 

a single placement. Not 
only that, but the cards 
sit across your Ranged 
and Siege rows, which are less frequently attacked by the enemy. Furthermore, 
Gaunter 0'Dimm can add a fantastic extra dimension of strategy to decks that 
don't normally use Muster. You could even increase your card count without too 
‘much worry, as all five cards are used at once! 
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DECK BUILDING AND FACTIONS: ADVANCED TACTICS 


This Gwent masterclass concludes by revealing a general location of where 
each Faction's cards are spread out, so you know how far through the adventure 
you're likely to need to get to before you gather all of a Faction’s cards. This is 
followed by some deck-building strategies (both generally and for each Faction). 
Finally, a sample Gwent bout is undertaken, with the overriding tactics you 
‘should attempt. 


TLEMAN NEVERT EGEM 


Remember that you may not agree with the optimal tactics present on these pages. 
I you have discovered other strategies that work well for you, feel free to use 

them, However, the tactics employed here usually give you an advantage over any 
‘opponent you might meet (and obviously, a greater advantage if your collection of 
Gwent cards is more complete. 


U MONSTERS FACTION 
A beastly host of mainly Close Combat troops led by the frightening 
Eredin Beacc Glas. 


GENERAL LOCATIONS OF MONSTER DECK CARDS 


WMERE FOUND 


“This aumber Includes the five Leader Cards, and 41 Deck cards 
**This is trom players found throughout all teritories 
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***Expansion Cards aro included in tho main total of 46 


‘As you can see, the vast majority of Monster cards are found by randomly 
beating Gwent players, or challenging specific players across Skellige. This 
means you won't be able to amass a very strong Monster deck until well into 
your adventure. Expect to perfect your Monster deck (collecting and strategies) 
after Nilfgaardian and Northern Realms decks, unless you really focus on finding 
these cards ahead of others. 


MONSTER DECK STRATEGIES 

* The Monster deck focuses mainly on overwhelming an opponent using Close 
Combat troops. Ensure victory by using the Eredin: Commander of the Red 
Riders ability, which acts like a Commander's Horn for your Close Combat 
units, It's another good option as it is always available, and doesn't add to 
your deck “bloat” 


Eredin: Destroyer of Worlds (discard two cards, and draw one card of your 
choice from your deck) may seem counter-intuitive to those planning to out- 
draw their opponents. But if you require a specific card to win a late round 
(such as a Clear Weather, Muster unit, or Hero), it can win a bout! 


A better bet is usually Eredin: Bringer of Death, which acts in the same way 
as a Medic (drawing a card from your discard pile); helpful because Monster 
decks are devoid of Medics. Augment that by adding Yennefer of Vengerberg 
(a seven-point Hero Medic). 


Your overarching tactics is to tactically play Muster groups, beginning with the 
least-threatening, and stopping your foe from Scorching higher-value Muster 
groups (such as the Crones). Use your Vampires and Arachas Muster groups 
as one of their group has a higher strength-point, and can take the brunt of a 
‘Scorch while leaving the rest of the units intact. If you haven't collected all the 
Muster cards in a group, and all Muster groups in general, Monster decks are 
far less effective. Remember to add yet another Muster group with Gaunter 
O'Dimm's group (Neutral), 


Remember you have a few Ranged units too, including the Toad (a seven- 
point non-Hero unit) which has the ability to Scorch an opponent's Siege row 
if the total value of units present is greater than or equal to 15. It's spectacular 
when playing against Scoia’Tae! decks! Partner Toad with Villentretenmerth 
(Neutral) to bring devastation to an opposing Close Combat row too. 


As you perfect your Gwent card collecting, your mid-strength cards (such as 
the Frightener or Ice Giant) should be removed and replaced with High-value 
Heroes and Neutral cards, to avoid deck “bloat” 


Use the Mysterious Elf to enable one Spy ability; otherwise your lack of Spies 
and Medics is a shortfall. Only use your Mysterious Elf once your Muster units 
are in play; you don't want to waste your Eif on gathering a duplicate Muster. 


gv NILFGAARDIAN EMPIRE FACTION 
The Black Ones, a collection of troops for most types of combat, supplemented 
by Medics, Spies and Tight Bond units, led by Emhyr var Emrels, 


GENERAL LOCATIONS OF NILFGAARDIAN EMPIRE 
DECK CARDS 


WHERE FOUND 


NUMBER (42)* 


“This number Includes the five Leader Cards, and 37 Onck cards 
**This is from players found throughout all territories 

**"Total refects cards that can be Dought either in Novigrad City, or Novigrad Territory. but not 
bought twice 


* Expansion Cards are included la the malo total of 42 
is total includes one card you have an additional chance to purchase 

This deck is usually the second you end up securing all your cards for, after the 
Northern Realms. The majority (26) of the cards can be purchased at various 
traders, and only a few (nine) are randomly found. Of the rest, seven are secured 
during quests, and one is with you in your base deck (the first Leader card). If 
you have the funds, gather most of this deck quickly, and strengthen your deck 
without too much hope for a random outcome. 


NILFGAARDIAN EMPIRE DECK STRATEGIES 
© The Nilfgaard’s faction perk isn't especially helpful, but if you see an 
‘opportunity for a draw (without expending more cards), take it, 


Though not available until you complete Secondary Quest: High Stakes, 
the Emhyr var Emreis: The Relentless Leader card (draw a card from your 
opponent's discard pile) is a critically-helpful card; allowing you to use a 
powerful non-Hero from your opponent's pile, or a Spy card you may have 
played earlier 


A good complement of Spy cards (three, plus the Neutral Mysterious Elf); 
additional help (though giving your opponent more strength points than the 
Northern Realms Spies) to out-draw your opponent. 


Offers three Medics that can be placed in two different rows; vital to use 
throughout your Gwent gaming with this deck when gathering previously- 
discarded non-Hero cards. Be sure to complement them with Decoy cards so 
you can reuse Medics as often as you need to. 


A focus on both the Close Combat and Ranged row (but with a few 
Siege row cards to help spread out your forces, minimizing the effects of 
Weather Cards). 


The largest number of ten-point non-Heroes (two Black Infantry Archers and 
the Heavy Zerrikanian Fire Scorpion) of any Faction; augment these with 
Commander's Hom, Morale Boost, and Medic them back into play. Or use 
Decoys on these, or other high-value non-Heroes, 


© Your Tight Bond cards (Young Emissary, Impera Brigade Guards, and Nausicaa 
Cavalry Riders) are invaluable during early Gwent bouts, and are less likely 
to be Scorched due to their low individual strength. But remove them as you 
‘gain higher-value units (especially Heroes and Neutral Heroes) so you don't 
“bloat” your deck. 


* Always play Villentretenmerth; even over Special Scorch cards, to obliterate 
the highest non-Hero from your enemy's Close Combat row. 


9 NORTHERN REALMS FACTION 

A mixture of units from all three rows (with a slight favoring of close combat and 
siege troops), along with many Tight Bond cards, a few Spies and Morale Boosts, 
and a single Medic, led by King Foltest. 


GENERAL LOCATIONS OF NORTHERN REALMS 
DECK CARDS 


WHERE FOUND 


ee ee aaa 


[ses ES 


“This umber includes the five Leader Cards. and 38 Deck cards 
**This is rom players found throughout al! territories 
***Total reftects cars that can be bought either in Navigrad City, or Novigead Territory, but not 


****Eypansion Cards are included in the main fotal of 43°****This total includes 
‘one card you have an additional chance to purchase. 


This Is likely to be the deck you utilize for your first few dozen Gwent bouts, 
‘simply because you start your adventure with the majority of this deck (22 
cards). Of the rest, 13 can be had through purchasing at vendors across the 
lands, one is secured by beating the Nilfgaardian Nobleman in Vizima, only five 
are found during quests, and only two cards are randomly rewarded. This makes 
the Northern Realms deck easy to collect, learn, and augment. 


NORTHERN REALMS DECK STRATEGIES 

‘The Faction Perk (draw a card from your deck whenever you win a round) 
allows you to outdraw your opponent more easily. Combine this with Spies 
‘and Medics to keep your card hand full until you're ready to unleash hell! 


Visit the Inn at White Orchard and purchase the Foltest: Lord Commander of 
the North Leader card. The ability this gives you (to clear all Weather effects) 
enables you to reduce Clear Weather cards in your deck, and ignore any 
‘Weather effects in later rounds that your opponent attempts. 


A good complement of Spy cards (three, plus the Neutral Mysterious Elf) offer 
additional help to out-draw your opponent. 


A focus on both the Close Combat and Siege row. The latter is especially 
Useful, as this row isn't utilized as often in other factions. It forces an 
‘Opponent to carry a larger variety of Weather cards, which lessens their 
chances of drawing a high-point card. 


Though you only have one Medic (Dun Banner Medic), she is worth her weight 
in gold! Use her in the second and third rounds to resurrect an important 
non-Hero (like Villentretenmerth). Add Yennefer of Vengerberg for her Medic 
powers too, 


Tight Bond cards offer excellent points potential, if you can dissuade a foe 
from Scorching them. The two Tight Bond Catapults offer exceptional strength 
from just two cards (32), 


Employ all your Hero cards, plus any you've collected from your Neutral deck, 
to provide some hard-hitting strength unaffected by Scorch and Weather, 


Your Poor F--king Infantry cards are initially seen as pathetic, until you realize 
you can place them to coax a foe into action, or use up this Infantry to eke out 
a victory (usually after an opponent passes). 


. 


. 


og SCOIA'TAEL FACTION 

Led by the charismatic Francesca Findabair, this collection of non-humans uses 
the first two rows of combat almost exclusively, with many Agile cards to add 
flexibility, and Muster groups plus a quartet of Medics to round out this deck. 


GENERAL LOCATIONS OF SCOIA'TAEL DECK CARDS 


“This number includes the five Leader Cards, and 38 Deck cards 
**This is from players found throughout ail territories 
** "Total refects cards that ca be bought either in Novigrad City, or Novigrad Territory, but not 


bought twice. 
‘Blood ana Wine | o 


"Expansion Cards are included in the main total of 43 
his total includes nine cards you have an additional chance to purchase. 


‘Only the first Leader card Is found in your deck. The rest can be purchased (18), 
won randomly (15), or won from the Elven Merchant near Carsten (1), Add to this 
deck during quests by securing eight more cards, though four of them are during 
‘Secondary quests; ensure you save your progress before each bout! You're likely 
to use this deck later in your adventure. 


SCOIA'TAEL DECK STRATEGIES 

'* The Faction Perk allows you to automatically choose who goes first. As you 
usually want your opponent to go first (so you can see what they are planning 
and counter them), always choose to go second. 


‘Scoia'Tael units have the largest number of troops that are Agile and can 

be placed in either Close Combat or Ranged rows. Use this to circumvent 
Weather cards, and in conjunction with the Francesca Findabair; Hope of the 
‘Sen Seidhe (Leader ability) that can shift Agile units to your most optimal row; 
a tactic your foe won't likely be expecting! 


Francesca Findabair: Daisy of the Valley allows you to draw an extra card at 
the beginning of battle; an obvious advantage when trying to out-draw your 
‘opponent. Use it! Francesca Findabair: The Beautiful acts like a Commander's 
Horn for your Ranged units; another good option (as it is always available, and 
doesn’t add to your deck “bioat”), 


Of the four Factions, the Scoia'Tael have the most impressive Ranged row 
troops, so focus on this and, to a slightly lesser extent, your Close Combat row. 


With only one Siege row card, don't expect to place a card at the back of your 
battlefield. But remember that Schirru (an eight-point non-Hero Siege unit) 
has the ability to Scorch an opponent's Siege row; spectacular when playing 
against Northern Realms and Nilfgaard decks! Add Villentretenmerth (which 
does the same Scorching to your foe's Close Combat row), and Francesca 
Findabair: Queen of Do! Blathanna (Leader ability; Scorches your foe's Close 
Combat row as well), and you have three enemy-Scorching possibilities 

per game! 


‘* Augment your lack of Spies with the Mysterious Hero (Neutral). Play all your 
Medics (combining them with Decoys so you can use them again and again), 
and ensure your Muster forces (lower strength to begin with, and Havekar 
Smuggler units at later stages) are fully ready to fight; the three Smugglers 
can add 15 points to your Close Combat row in one placement! 


All your Medics aren't combat-ready (they have a zero strength), but if you 
add a Morale Boost to the Ranged row (with Milva, for example), they add 
three points; don't forget this benefit! 


You have a 10-point non-Hero named Isengrim Faoiltiarna. Use this mighty 
troop to give your Ranged units a Morale Boost, then bring Isengrim back 
using a Medic time and time again. 


Gg SKELLIGE CLANS FACTION 

Offering one of two legendary Skelligers to lead the assembled clansfolk, the 
‘Skellige Clans deck favors ill winds and weather, unique Berserker troops, a 
couple of powerful characters, and a few unique abilities to overcome and 
overwhelm, as well as Tight Bond and Muster groups. 


GENERAL LOCATIONS OF SKELLIGE CLANS DECK CARDS 


eH NUMBER (3 


NUMBER (2) 


Toussaint “ 


***Expansion Cards are Included in the main total of 37. Remember the Weather Cards are 
counted as Neutral, though they are specifically used by this deck faction. 


You have a base deck of this faction when you begin Blood and Wine Gwent 
Quest: To Everything - Turn, Turn, Tournament! (see page 491). Find the 
remaining cards by challenging 19 different merchant types across this realm. 
This is likely to be the last deck you perfect. Remember the Gwent players of 
Toussaint use any of the five decks; not just this one! 


SKELLIGE CLANS DECK STRATEGIES 
* You only have a choice of two Leaders, so build your deck tactics around 
elther King Bran (employ additional Weather Cards including Skellige Storm) 
or Crach an Craite (a more aggressive plan going for a two-round win; using 
Up high-value cards as early as possible so you can gather them back and 
reuse them in the second round), 


‘© Remember your Faction ability allows you to return two random discarded 
cards to your hand at the start of round three only. Employ this with Grach 
aan Craite's ability f you wish (though your aggressive style of play should 
‘mean you never reach the third round as you're going for round wins as 
early as possible), 


* With your Faction ability, it's possible to use two Heroes up to three times in a 
game: once each in the first round and once each again in the second round, 
using Crach an Craite's ability. You can use them once again in the third 
round, i they were randomly picked from your discard pile. For this reason, 
keep your discard pile small (using Medics) to maximize your chances of 
gathering high-value discarded cards. 


* Olaf is a mighty unit, offering Morale Boost, the Agile ability, and a massive 
points, He's also Scorch-bait, so employ him tactically and Medic him 
back into play. 


© Cerys is a godsend as she summons the Clan Drummond Shieldmaidens who 
instantly use their Tight Bond ability to grant you 46 Close Combat points. 
Have her in your hand at the start of a match rather than a Shieldmaiden, if 
you can. Then use Crach an Craite's Leader ability and use her again! 


* Use your Berserkers not only to eke out a win (in the case of the Young 
Berserkers individually, or in groups), but also as Scorch-bait. Stack your 
deck with Mardroemes (and Ermion) to ensure there's a high chance of a 
Berserker transformation: 


* You only have three active Heroes; your fourth is Hemdall, who only appears 
once the Kambi card is played and discarded. So use your Kambi as soon as 
you can, and prepare for Hemidall to arrive in the second round, as a Close 
Combat killing machine. 


‘© Light Longship units have Muster, so you only need one in your hand. 


‘War Longships have Tight Bond, and Draig Bon-Dhu has Commander's Horn; 
combine them both to maximize your Siege row (along with Gaunter O'Dimm), 


© Use Birna Bran (and Yennefer) to bring back Olaf (powerful card), the Clan 
Dimun Pirate (Scorch), or one of the Light Longship (Muster) units. 


© The Clan Dimun Pirate and Villentretenmerth both have Scorch and are great 
to employ one after another for constant devastating demoralization! 


GENERAL LOCATIONS OF NEUTRAL CARDS 


WHERE FOUND NUMBER (16) 


“This ls trom players found throughout a territories 
“Total reflects cards that can be bought either in Novigrad City, or Novigrad Territory, but a0 
bought twice. 


Expansion canos~~ Wi Bi NuMBER (7) 
ears of Stone | Lod 
fied a Wee ° 


Expansion Cards are included in the main total of 17 

This total includes one card you have an additional chance fo purchase. 

Neutral cards are all over the place! Seven of them are picked up during 

quests (all but one are Gwent-specific), Two are won randomly (including 
Villentretenmerth unfortunately, so keep playing merchants until you secure this 
much sought-after card!). Four are purchased (most of the Gaunter O’Dimm. 
nits), one is won from Aldert Greet during the Tutorial back in White Orchard 
Tavern (Zoltan Chivay is the card), or itcan be found at Hanged Man's Tree in 
Velen if you miss Aldert, and finally, one card is loose (the Cow). Use these to 
augment your faction decks, and fill in gaps with higher-point cards or those with 
abilities you lack 


GENERAL LOCATIONS OF WEATHER AND SPECIAL CARDS 


Gora cf Ria) 1 D ! 


Randomly Acquired* 6 
| We Orchant 1 
rare ; 1 ° 
| een a {ae 
Novag’ City 1 
Nowerad (inctatng Oxonturt) i 4 
henge 2 
“This number includes * ‘4s from players found throughout all territories 


EXPANSION C NUMBER (7) 


‘Blond and Wine 6 
‘EXPANSION CAROS™ NUMBER (6) 

‘Gea ot iva (You: Blood and Wie Adventure) | 

Toussaint 5 


‘Expansion Cards are included in the main total of 28 


Most Weather cards (12) are either found in your deck to start with (seven) or 
won randomly (five). It isn’t usually a huge benefit to have three of each card 
type (especially Torrential Rain; who plays this three times in a match?), so don't 
worry too much about finding these. The three Skellige Storm cards are either 
looted (2) or won (1) from a character during your Blood and Wine adventuring 
in Toussaint. 


Most Special cards (10) are purchased from traders; find them at the earliest 
point you can, as most are useful no matter what tactical plans you're trying. The 
three Mardroeme cards are gathered during your Blood and Wine adventure; one 
you start with, and two are won from characters in Toussaint. 
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SGWENT: BUILDING A BETTER DECK 


Your first deck-building plans occur with the Northern Realms deck. It is 
advisable to perfect your Gwent deck build with this Faction first, before tuming 
to the Nilfgaard, and finally to the Monsters and Scoia'Tael. Use the Skellige 
Clans deck as soon as you wish, when playing the Blood and Wine Expansion. 


The following advice applies to all five factions: 


As you build up the quality of cards in your deck, refrain from adding Weather 
cards (or at the very least, add a single Biting Frost); you want a slim deck (so 
your best cards are drawn more often), and ability cards (and Decoys) are usually 
alot more helpful, especially in early matches. 


Decoys should be placed into a deck as often as possible. Even if you use one to 
remove a card you don't really need, this card keeps your card count up. Utilize 
‘Decoys to return a high-value card back into your hand (after it is affected by 
Weather, for example). 


The Commander's Horn is usually played at the end of a round (or the opponent 
focuses on this bonus and usually attempts to thwart this card with Weather). It 
is another card to “burn.” But a better plan is to place it on a row the opponent 
isn’t expecting. Or use on an empty row to make your foe think you'll be 
‘amassing cards there, and watch your foe's tactics before countering them. But 
inthe grand scheme of things, the Horn isn’t used as often as you'd think, So 
‘keep it (or multiples of this card) away from your deck. Or use Dandelion. 


‘During your initial Gwent bouts, always pick the units with abilities over your 
“normal” cards. Spies, Medics, Tight Bond, and Muster cards are all favored over 
a lower-level cards like Sabrina Glevissig (Northern Realms four-point ranged 
non-Hero). This is because ability cards give you more flexibility, plus Spies and 
Medics add to your card hand total; the key to winning, 


At low to mid-level Gwent games (when you're still collecting, but don't have all 
the cards of a Faction), use troops with five or six strength points or higher. As you 
fecelve more 7 or 10 point cards (whether they are Heroes, non-Heroes, or Neutral 
cards), replace your lower-value non-ability cards with the higher-point cards. 


Your aim is to create a Faction deck with the smallest number of high-value 
cards. Use only the highest-point cards available to you, and ditch the rest, 
unless they have an ability you use constantly. 


‘You can place between zero and ten Special cards in your deck. Don't fee! 
obliged to utilize Special cards if you never find yourself using them (though 
Decoys offer an important deck-maintaining strategy). At a maximum, keep 
Decoys, one Commander's Horn (unless you have a number of Heroes which 
aren't affected by the Horn), one Scorch, and one Clear Weather until you develop 
your own strategies. 


‘you see three Torrential Rain decks in your deck as you're about to face off ina 
match with a Scoia'Tael player, you're doing something very wrong. If you don't 
know why this is wrong, please re-read this chapter! 


Beware of deck “bloat”; Keep your card deck lean and mean (if your total deck 
size gets over 26, you may start losing because you aren't drawing your better 
ards). Your aim is to bring a 22-24 card Gwent deck to a bout with a total 
strength count of between 150-165+ points. 


If you have a deck that permits this, spread your troops out over all three rows to 
minimize the effectiveness of Weather cards your opponent plays. 


Remember your opponent doesn't change decks between games, so if you lose, 
retry the bout with a tweaked deck (perhaps with a different Leader ability) more 
suitable to take them down. 


Use Villentretenmerth (Neutral), Toad (Monster), Schirru (Scoia'Tael), and Clan 
Dimun Pirate (Skellige Clans) wherever possible: A Scorch is devastating. 


GWENT: A SAMPLE CARD GAME 
ROUND 1 TACTICS 


Before the round starts, 
‘swap up to two of 

your least-impressive, 
weakest, and usually 
lowest-point cards 
(with the exception of 
Spies) to maximize the 
potential of your hand _ — 
in the game to come. Round 1: Geralt purposetully loses, but utilizes Spies to gain a 
Hfyou have too many sont enemys, 
duplicates of Special cards or other ability cards you don't use, think about 
removing them from your deck before your next match. Then play the first round 
with one of the following two tactics in mind; 


Play To Win: 

Depending on your opponent's actions (they may pass early, or not take 
advantage of their position), you can try to win the round. A massive combat 
presence is usually not advisable, as you need your best forces for the second or 
third round. But you can try to win in two rounds if you wish. The trick is to win 
without expending all your best cards, So place lower-value cards on the board. 
Aone-point advantage at the end of this round is still a win! 


Play To Lose (But With A Card Advantage): 

Usually after you see what your opponent is doing, you should attempt to 
maintain a card advantage in your available deck (to the right of your portrait, on 
the left side of the battlefield). Remember that the remaining cards in the deck 
{bottom right comer of the battlefield) aren't normally used; you only have the 
cards in your hand! So you want to keep the majority of the best cards for the 
rounds you are assured victory in. This means conserving cards. Why? Because a 
player with more cards left to play has more options. Use the following tactics: 


‘Add to your deck with a Spy (and to a much lesser extent, a Medic). This keeps 
your remaining cards from being depleted. If your foe uses Spies, Decoy them 
into your hand and use them against your foe. No matter what your plans, use up 
all your Spies in this round (to gain the card advantage). 


“Bum your less important cards, judging whether their abilities are worth 
ignoring. For example, you may have a Poor F--king Infantry card, and take a 
turn using it instead of wasting a much higher card. The Infantry has a Tight 
Bond ability, but it's sometimes worth ignoring that ability in order to finish a 
round with a stronger set of cards to play later. 


Bring some inclement Weather onto the battlefield. Though this can be seen 
as wasteful, itis better than dropping a large-point card you wish to keep unt 
a future round. Weather cards also usually push an opponent into their card 
reserves (to counter with Clear Weather, commit further units, or pass) 


Remember you can always pass, which leaves your strength total as-is, and 
allows the opponent to Keep playing. Do this when you've set up a good and 
devastating series of cards you want to place in the next round. Passing is 
usually done early, as you can’t lose more than one round! 


Finish a round without committing your more potent cards into the battlefield, 

‘A massive first-round victory isn't tactically advantageous (as you have fewer 
options for future rounds); save your best troops for rounds two or three. On the 
other hand, Medic heavy decks can push harder in the first round, 


Delay Your Play: Fear Of Commitment 

You should exercise caution when committing a card to the battlefield. A Hero 
can never be brought back into your hand. A non-Hero can only be brought back 
into your hand by using up a Decoy, and a Medic (after discarding). But keeping 
a group of high-value cards in your hand as long as possible is much more 
advantageous. Why? Because: 


'*  Itforces your opponent to start playing their cards, so you can react to their tactics. 


‘* It forces your opponent to play Weather and Scorch cards early, so you can 
play cards that might have succumbed to these Special cards if you played 
them too early. 


© Itenables you to watch for openings in the battlefield. Has your foe played a 
Biting Frost? Then refrain from playing a Clear Weather in case your opponent 
has a second Weather card, or the round tactics change and you don’t need to 
use it. Then employ Clear Weather at the last possible moment. 


It sometimes causes your opponent to think you are weak, and pass. Then 
you can eke out a win with the lowest possible cards that guarantee a win, 


ROUND 2 
TACTICS 


You should have ended 
the first round by 
eking out a win (and 
maintaining either 

an equal number, or 
slight card advantage 
compared to your 
opponent), or a loss 
but with at least two or 
three additional cards 
compared to your opponent. The tactics for this round are different depending on 
how the first round went: 


Round 1 Won? Let Battle Commence! 
lf you won the first round, you're usually more evenly matched with your 
‘opponent, making this round a little tougher. At this point, you can: 


‘Round 2: With this round to win, Gerait starts to use Decoys 
‘and Medics, winning decisively, but keeping most of his best 
‘nits for the final round, 


Immediately pass: If you wish to play a purely strategic game, you can pass 
immediately (or after expending one or two low-point cards in the hope your 
opponent drops some higher-point cards). If your opponent uses a card (or two) 
to claim victory, all the better; this plan gives you the advantage in the third 
round; a similar tactic to “losing” in Round 1. This plan is more advantageous if 
you're placing cards first in this round, as your foe will go first in the final round; 
which allows you to see what your opponent is planning, and counter it 


Make this the Final Round: f you reckon your deck is strong enough, and your 
foe's deck is weak enough to claim victory after two rounds, then go for it! 
Remember your opponent is likely to have more high-point cards than in the final 
round, especially if you didn't “sucker” your foe into dropping their best troops 
earlier. Use the Final Round tactics from this point. 


Coax more cards out: Though you'll probably need to commit some of your 
higher-quality cards, you can “pretend” that you've fully committed to winning 
this round, watch your opponent play some of his or her best troops, and then 
wave the white flag and pass (after Decoying any high-point cards, of course!) 
‘As long as the units your foe is committing are more powerful than yours, you 
put yourself in a good position to win the last round. A worthy sacrifice to your 
‘own deck! 


Round 1 Lost? Let Carnage Commence! 

If you lost the first round, you should have a significant card advantage over your 
opponent, in terms of quality (high-value units) and quantity (you should be able 
to out-draw your opponent by at least 2-3 cards). You must win, employing Final 
Round tactics, but with the knowledge that you should be keeping a number of 
high-value cards in reserve for the final round. Medics and Decoys come into 
play here (use the tactics described earlier in this chapter). Commit one or two 
of your “group” ability cards (Muster or Tight Bond groups). Drop in a powerful 
non-Hero, and Decoy it back. If your opponent passes (and never pass first!) 
Decoy cards you need for the final round, swapping them for lower-point cards if 
you can still maintain a victory. 


You should be keeping your best cards for the last round, but during critical 

Moments in this round, feel free to use up some of your strength. Place your 
Heroes first (as they add a good amount of value without being Scorched or 
crippled by Weather), Then see what your opponent does before committing 
high-value non-Hero units, 


Cards that give you additional bonuses, such as Morale Boost, Olgierd von 
Everec, Commander's Horn, and Dandelion, are most useful during this round to 
ensure victory, Then use Medics to resurrect Olgierd and Dandelion for use in the 
final round. 


Use Scorch, but judge the board and place it when itis at its most destructive; 
taking out multiple five-point targets is better than one eight-point target. But 
play it before your own non-Heroes enter the battlefield, or you'll only end up 
Scorching yourself! Use Villentretenmerth in this round too, with a Medic to 
return him for the final round. 


ROUND 3 [FINAL 
ROUND) TACTICS 


if the Gwent bout 
reaches this point, 
there's no need to worry 
about committing Hero 
troops into the fray— 
give your foe everything 
you've got! You should 
have a small card 
advantage, which helps 
you counter any plans 
your foe might have for winning. The trick here is when to place all your cards, 
‘As your foe doesn't know what you have, and your deck should be stacked with 
your best quality troops, only the order you play your cards in is important: Place 
them with enemy Weather and Scorch cards in mind. 


The Baiting Game To The Bitter End 
Nothing can cramp your style like a foe who decimates your key non-Hero troops 
with a well-timed Scorch or Weather card. 


‘Round 3: Geralt baits out his opponent's Scorch, then uses 
‘his own Scorch card, along with Heroes and Clear Weather 10 
secure victory! 


* Firstly, ensure you have a Clear Weather card to hand (either via a card or a 
Leader ability, if possible). Then your enemy's Weather cards don't matter at 
all, After only concerning yourself with Scorch, place everything you've got 
(even after Weather cards are played by yourself or your foe). At the very end 
of the round, check the totals. if you still need points, play the Clear Weather, 


Secondly, ensure that your enemy's Scorch attacks are minimized, by 
employing the multitude of Scorch tactics listed in that section of this chapter. 
But generally, try placing a single high-value non-Hero so the opponent plays 
Scorch, then bring it back (if you need it) using a Medic, Afterwards, commit 
your higher-point group cards (Tight Bond units, for example), 


Decoy cards should already have been used in earlier rounds, but if you stil have 
any, use them to retrieve a Medic so you can play it again (and to a lesser extent, 
an enemy Spy to play yourself and gain a card) 


AFTER THE BOUT 

Battle to the bitter end, hopefully claim victory, and strengthen your deck by 
adjusting it after every Gwent game. Remove cards you only use rarely. Look to 
find complete “sets” of cards (such as a group of Muster or Tight Bond cards of 
the same name) on your travels. Start to use new decks as you recelve enough 
cards of that Faction, bolstering them with Neutral cards and become the finest 
Gwent player in the land! 


| Need to know where all these potential players are? Then look for the Gwent Player 
| icon in the Attas, and consult “The Gwentlefolk of the Northern Realms” section in 


} this guide's Appendix, on page 800, . 
Need to know where every single Gwent card is located, including those from Hearts 
of Stone and Blood and Wine? Then cons the "Gwent: A Complete Card Chet 

‘section in this guide's Appendix, on page 782. 
Need to know the ins and outs of the specific Gwent quests? Consult the Gwent 
‘Quest section on page 481. 
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WENT: CARD TYPE AND ABILITIES TABLE 


The following table lists every Gwent card of a particular type or ability, so you 
can see and compare every faction and neutral card to one another. Note that 


‘some cards (with multiple 


‘CARD TYPE AND ABILITIES: ALL CARDS (121) 


abilities) may appear more than once. 
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* Card may aslo be found in the base game. 


CRITICAL PATH QUESTS: 


PROLOGUE 


The Witcher Geralt wakes from a dream, and embarks upon an adventure throughout the heartland of Temeria. This land is now 


war-torn and ransacked, silenced and stifled under the oppressive yoke of the Nilfgaard. The search for Ciri begins, and the 
Red Riders of the Wild Hunt give chase. 


TH QUES 


This lengthy chapter details all of the Main Quests you undertake throughout your adventure, both in your original adventure, and across both expansions (Hearts 


‘of Stone and Blood and Wine). Remember you are able to leave a Main Quest under most circumstances) at any time and complete other (optional) quests, uncover 


points of interest, prepare or meditate, or simply explore. The way each quest is presented is discussed here. 


ORIGINAL ADVENTURE: MAIN QUESTS 


Your original adventure is divided into five separate sections (three Acts with a Prologue and an Epilogue): 


1: PROLOGUE (6 QUESTS) 

* Main Quests: 5. Secondary Quests: 1. 

++ Starting on page 140. 
After a vivid dream of your past times at Kaer Morhen with a young Ciri, you 
begin an introductory romp through the lands of White Orchard, where a Griffin 
must be killed prior to a meeting with Emperor Emreis in Vizima. 


2: ACT I: SEARCH FOR THE CHILD OF THE ELDER 
BLOOD (54 QUESTS) 
ACT |: VELEN [NO MAN’S LAND) (21 QUESTS) 

'* Main Quests: 12. Secondary Quests: 9, (See page 154). 


ACT |: NOVIGRAD (21 QUESTS) 
‘* Main Quests: 10, Secondary Quests: 11, (See page 178). 


ACT |: SKELLIGE (12 QUESTS) 
‘= Main Quests; 6. Secondary Quests: 6, (See page 216). 


This is a large-scale search across three immense areas, in order to find out 
what happened to Geralt’s adopted daughter Ciri, The adventures take place in 
war-torn Velen (also known as No Man's Land), the sprawling city of Novigrad, 
‘and the windswept archipelago of Skellige. Quests within these areas can be 
completed in any order you like. For example, you can finish some (or all) of 
the Main Quests in Novigrad, then sail to Skellige, and then return to Velen. The 
way the quests are presented in this guide (Velen, then Novigrad, then Skellige) 
represent the optimal paths. 


In addition to the mandatory Main Quests that must be completed during Act |, 
there are a number of optional Secondary Quests, which always involve a special 
character, These are included here (and presented by territory), as the choices 
you make during these quests (including not completing them at all) always have 
‘an influence on the later Acts of the Main Quest. You are advised to check these, 
and complete them. 


3: ACT Il: THE GREAT BATTLE (13 QUESTS) 
‘* Main Quests: 9. Secondary Quests: 4, (See page 236). 


This offers advice based on your previous exploits, as you muster additional 
forces for the forthcoming battle in Kaer Morhen with the forces of the Wild Hunt. 
Though there are some Secondary Quests, they all relate to bolstering your allies 
for the battle to come. The aftermath of the attack is also presented, too. 


4: ACT Ill: THE FINAL AGE (16 QUESTS) 
ACT Ill (PART 1 OF 2): TYING UP LOOSE ENDS [9 QUESTS} 
‘+ Main Quests: 6. Secondary Quests: 3, (See page 252). 
The locating and battling of those who launched the attack on Kaer Morhen is 
undertaken. As the leaders of the Wild Hunt are themselves tracked and battled, 
it becomes clear a war in Skellige is looming. 
ACT Ill (PART 2 OF 2): TEDD DEIREADH (7 QUESTS) 
‘* Main Quests: 6. Secondary Quests: 1, (See page 267). 
‘The final set of Main Quests are shown, as Geralt's path comes to a close, and the 
decisions you made throughout the adventure come back to help (or haunt) you. 


§: EPILOGUES AND ENDINGS (3 QUESTS) 
* Main Quests: 3, (See page 276). 


Placed after all other quest content, as the information is extremely spoiler 
heavy, are the three epilogues that can occur in the aftermath of your main 
adventure, Instructions on accessing every possible ending are also included in 
this section. 


WY HEARTS OF STONE: 

CRITICAL PATH QUESTS 

6: CRITICAL PATH QUESTS [6 QUESTS) 
'* Main Quests: 5. Secondary Quests: 1, (See page 284), 


Acchance encounter with Master Mirror, and a meeting with the rapscallion 
Olgierd von Everec, unravel a mystery of intrigue and horror. This self-contained 
adventure, which takes place mainly in the Novigrad territory of Gustfields, is 
revealed in this section. 


‘BA Boop AND WINE: 
CRITICAL PATH QUESTS 
7: CRITICAL PATH QUESTS (19 QUESTS) 
* Main Quests: 16. Secondary Quests: 2. Contracts: 1, (See page 314), 


A contract from Duchess Anna Henrietta herself, and offered to you by her two 
‘most trusted Knights, sparks interest in returning to the Duchy of Toussaint, 
While there, a series of terrifying murders requires a deft investigation, and 
displays of swordplay worthy of a venerable Witcher. This takes place almost 
entirely in the Duchy of Toussaint. 


TOTAL CRITICAL PATH QUESTS 
(117 QUESTS) 


‘* Main Quests: 78. Secondary Quests: 38. Contracts: 1. 
The total number of quests you can undertake as part of the Critical Path is 117. 


QUEST GUIDANCE 
The following information is presented to help you use this section of the guide 
for effectively: 


you're looking for maps, the main locations you visit are listed at the start of 
| every quest. Make sure you check out any maps in the Atlas for nearby chests and 

other areas of interest (such as Places of Power, Monster Nests, Gwent players, and 
| the tke), 


DECISION NOTATIONS 


® Minor Effect: When you see this arrow, prepare to make a decision (usually 

‘a conversation choice) that impacts the remainder of this quest, or a future 
quest, in a small but significant manner, Perhaps a future chat may be different, 
or a reward changes depending on your actions here. Think before making 
decisions marked with this sign. 


> Major Effect: When you see this arrow, read the information thoroughly! 

You are about to make a decision that impacts one or more future quests 
in a hugely significant manner! The fate of characters, endings, and even entire 
villages, depends on what your actions are here. 


® Ending: When you see this arrow, it marks a possible ending (Original 
Adventure only). 


=¥” These are the most important choices you can make during the 
Original Adventure, since they have direct consequences on the ending 
€Epilogues)—and the fate of Ciri herself! 


QUEST BANNER NOTATIONS 


oe <— (12) 


[4 : 
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At the start of every quest is a banner revealing pertinent details about the quest you are about to undertake. Be sure you understand every element of this banner, so 


you can easily understand the actions you'll be undertaking: 
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QUEST TYPES AND CRITICAL PATH QUEST CHART 
There are a total of 117 quests to complete to finish the entirety of the Main 
Quests, with all related Secondary Quests, the Contract (during Blood and 
Wine), and all Expansion content from Hearts of Stone and Blood and Wine, 

The following chart shows every quest you should attempt during the Critical 
Path of your Original Adventure, Hearts of Stone Expansion, and Blood and Wine 
Expansion. The chart has quest names with specific color-coding: 


Black: These are Original Adventure Main Quests, and are mandatory. 


Deep Green: These are Original Adventure Secondary Quests, and are optional. 
However, they may influence future Main Quests, and sometimes in a major way! 


Dark Blue: These are Hearts of Stone Main Quests, and are mandatory. 


ight Blue: These are Hearts of Stone Secondary Quests, and are optional. 


Dark Red: These are Blood and Wine Main Quests, and are mandatory. 
Light Red: These are Blood and Wine Secondary Quests, and are optional. 


QUEST NAME 
Kaer Morhen 
Lilac and Gooseberries 
The Beast of White Orchard 
On Death's Bed 
The Incident in White Orchard 
Imperial Audience 

ACT |: SEARCH FOR THE CHILD OF THE ELDER BLOOD 
AGT I: VELEN -- NO MAN'S LAND (21 QUESTS) 
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The Duchy of Toussaint 


Pink: This is a Blood and Wine Contract, and is optional. 


(" Ita quest has this asterisk next to its name, this is an unmarked quest, and the 
name will not appear in your Quest menu. However, an exclamation mark (“!") 
‘may appear on your in-game map to signify the start of this quest). 


Certain groups of quests in the Original Adventure must be undertaken together, 
or one after another, before all of them can be considered complete. One example 
Would be all the quests related to the sorceress Keira Metz. 


Feel free to check through this guide's Atlas section, where every single one of these 
quests has its starting location flagged with a similarly-colored exclamation mark. 


Hunting a Witch 


|_ Wandering in the Dark 
Magic Lamp 
Ladies of the Wood 
The Whispering Hillock 


‘An Invitation from Keira Metz 
ATowerful of Mice 


‘A Favor for a Friend 
For the Advancement of Learning 


The Nilfgaardian Connection 


Cii's Story: The King of the Wolves. 


| LETHO OF GULETS QUEST; 


The Fall of the House of Reardon 


| Family Matters (Part 1 of 2) 
Cin's Room 
A Princess in Distress 


Family Matters (Part 2 of 2) 
Cis Story: The Race 


_ACT [E NOVIGRAD (21 QUESTS) 
“CAMICAL QUESTS. 


Cir’s Story: Out ofthe Shadows 
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TICAL PATH QUESTS 


Broken Flowers 185 
Get Junior 186 
| The Gangs of Novigrad 187 
Honor Among Thieves 189 
ACT |: SEARCH FOR THE CHILD OF THE ELDER BLOOD 
ACT |: NOVIGRAD (21 QUESTS) 
CRITICAL QUESTS 
Giri's Story: Visiting Junior i 193 
‘A Favor for Radovid 193 


‘Count Reuven's Treasure 194 
The Play's the Thing 197 
‘APoet Under Pressure 199 
Cii's Story: Breakneck Speed 200 
DANDELION'S QUESTS (OPTIONAL) 

Cabaret 201 
Camal Sins 203 
ZOLTAN CHIVAY'S QUEST (OPTIONAL) 

A Dangerous Game 205 
‘TRISS MERIGOLD'S QUESTS (OPTIONAL) 

‘A Matter of Life and Death 207 


Novigrad, Closed City 209 
Now or Never 210 
__THE ASSASSINS’ QUESTS (OPTIONAL) 
Eye for an Eye 212 
Pa ee 
/"Redania's Most Wanted 14 
CRITICAL QUESTS 
| Destination: Skelige 218 
The King is Dead - Long Live the King 219 


[Féchoos ofthe Past 221 
|. Missing Persons 222 
|_ Nameless 222 
| ‘The Calm Before the Storm 23 
The Mysterious Passenger 225 
YENNEFER OF VENGERBERG'S QUEST (OPTIONAL) 
Last Wish 205 
CLAN AN CRAITE QUESTS (OPTIONAL) 
The Lord of Undvik 226 


Possession 230 
—_—_—_—_—_—_—_ 
Coronation 235 
ACT ll: THE GREAT BATTLE (13 QUESTS) 
/CRIMCAL QUESTS 
Ugly Baby 238 
Disturbance 239 
To Bait a Forktail. 239 
The Final Trial 240 
No Piace Like Home 240 
ACT Il: THE GREAT BATTLE (13 QUESTS) 
CRITICAL QUESTS: 
Va Fail, Elaine 243 
Brathors in Arms: Nilfgaard 244 
Brothers in Arms: Velen 244 
Brothers in Arms: Novigrad 244 
Brothers in Arms: Skellie 245 
The Isle of Mists 245 


The Battle of Kaer Morhen 247 
Blood on the Battlefield 


ACT lll: THE FINAI iE (16 QUESTS) 
ACT (PART 1 OF 2): TYING UP LOOSE ENDS (9 QUESTS) 


CRITICAL QUESTS 

Bald Mountain 254 

Final Preparations 257 

Biindingly Obvious 258 

AA Final Kindness 259 

The Great Escape 259 

Payback 261 

it Takes Three to Tango 263 

——————— 

KING RADOVID'S QUEST (OPTIONAL) 


Reason of State 
ACT ll (PART 2 OF 2): TEDD DEIREADH (7 QUESTS) 


E 


CRITICAL QUESTS: 

Battle Preparations 267 
The Sunstone 268 
Veni Vidi Vigo 269 
Child of the Elder Blood 2 
Skjall’s Grave 272 


On Thin Ice 272 


Tedd Deireadh, The Final Age 275 
EPILOGUES (3 QUESTS) 

Something Ends, Something Begins () 276 

Something Ends, Something Begins (I) 277 
EPILOGUES (3 QUESTS) 

Something Ends, Something Begins (i) 278 


CRITICAL QUESTS: 

Evil's Soft First Touches: 
Dead Man's Party 

Open Sesame 

Scenes From a Marriage 
Whatever a Man Soweth. 
SHANI'S QUEST (OPTIONAL) 


CRITICAL QUESTS: 

Envoys, Wineboys 316 
The Beast of Toussaint 317 
Blood Run 

La Cage Au Fou 


Where Children Tol, Toys Waste Away 
a rnnnnnnnnnnnEnnEEEEEEEEe 


Wine is Sacred 328 
The Man from Cintra 329 
Capture the Castle 332 
The Night of Long Fangs (Part 1 of 2) 334 
Blood Simple 336 
The Night of Long Fangs (Part 2 ot 2) 

Beyond Hill and Dale 338 
What Lies Unseen 346 


Sareea URE En REE 
Tesham Mutna 


Burlap is the New Stripe 
Pomp and Strange Circumstance 
Be it Ever So Humble 
FABLESPHERE QUEST (OPTIONAL) 


JAILBIRD QUESTS (OPTIONAL) 


\L PATH QUESTS (1 
* Any quests with this symbol are “unmarked” and don't appear in your Quest Menu 


DANGER ALERT 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Lilac and Goosebes 4 
Locations: Kaer Morhen sina 
Characters: Yennefer, Vesemir, Ciritla 
Enemies: None 


A GOOD BATH SPOILED 


OBJECTI 


Yennoter of V 


erberg Ma 


‘After your bath is interrupted by an inquisitive crustacean, you speak to the 
rather becoming Yennefer (strange that she's with you at Kaer Morhen), and 
begin to search your bedchamber. You can: 


® (Optional) Converse with Yennefer if you wish. 


+ Bring up your Witcher Senses (hold the button) and learn the basics of this crucial 
‘and beneficial skill. Areas of interest within the environment stand out in a red 
hue. There are various items to inspect, such as Yennefer's clothing and a goblet, 
bbut the item you're interested in is the key on the book to the north, close to the 
bedroom exit, 


Jj Learn the rudiments of your Objectives List, and the functions of your mini-map; 
pay special attention to the distance you are from an Objective, as well as the 

|| compass direction you're facing; the latter is Important when referencing this guide.) 

aa a 


UA WITCHERISENSES 


The importance of these senses cannot be underestimated. Use this ability often 
and when you're stuck or confused in a particular location. Although your vision 
becomes more focused while using your senses, and you can't move as quickly. 
Try releasing the Witcher Sense button when areas of interest continue to glow red 
for a few seconds afterwards, and you have normal visibility (to more readily deal 
with peripheral threats you might normally miss while concentrating). 


Simply move to your bedroom door and open it. Head down the stairs to a 
meeting with your mentor—Master Witcher Vesemir. Answer him how you wish, 
before joining your young adept Cirila (or Giri) down on the battlements. 

Answer her how you wish, before deciding on the following: 


© Running the Walls: This begins a maneuvering tutorial, and is recommended. 


Skipping the Run: This ignores the tutorial. 


KAER MORHEN 


SPOILER ALERT 


‘Some doors are locked, but most of them remain that way permanently throughout 
your adventure; with a few exceptions, only the doors specifically referenced ara 
able 


metin — ed 


‘* Yellow choices push the conversation on, and are usually chosen once you 
exhaust other choices. 


‘+ White choices are sometimes for flavor, allowing you to learn more about 
the person you're speaking with, However, sometimes these conversations 
allow different paths and information to be accessed. On these occasions, 

Le utterrances are flagged in this guide. 


ee 


RUNNING THE WALLS 


Learn the fundamentals of movement en route to meeting with Vesemir in the 


lower courtyard below. 


A MOVEMENT PUNDAMENTALS 


‘At the end of this run, you should know how to; 

* Climb a ladder (remember you can drop from a ladder too for a quicker— 
but potentially more dangerous descent) 

* Climb an obstacle (remember to press and hold the button, and be close to the 
obstacle first). 

‘Fall without killing yourself (i you're plummeting more than about 20 feet, 
expect to sustain heavy damage, and after 30 feet, expect to reload the game). 


* Running and Jumping (exceptionally important when used to retreat from 
combat, oF leaping gaps; spend some time letting Ciri win the race, and ensure 
you can accurately leap gaps along the route) 

* Jumping and grabbing (try holding the “climb” button after a junip to 
‘automatically grab a ledge and pull yourself up. Practice ths!) 


Follow the crenelations until you reach the wooden platform overlooking the 
lower courtyard. Speak with Ciri (who has something to say depending on 
whether you finished the race before or after her), then speak with Vesemir 
again. Answer how you wish, before choosing the following: 


Agreeing to test combat fundamentals (recommended). 
Choosing to start free training. 
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STEEL, SILVER, AND SIGNS 


While Ciri practices on a dummy, you're able to test your mettle (and your metal) 
‘against Vesemir. Follow the on-screen instructions, and concentrate on learning 
‘as much as you can during this tutorial, since these fundamentals of combat are 
key to the unforgiving world outside the walls of this keep. 


At the conclusion of this duel, you should know how to: 


* Draw and sheathe your steel sword (though you automatically draw your 
preferred weapon when enemies are near. Remember that your steel sword is 
for fighting human or “natural” enemies (like wolves), while your silver sword— 
which isn't used during these fights—sinks into the flesh of monsters, 

‘* Execute Fast and Strong Strikes (the former hits quickly but lightly, while the 

latter inflicts more damage but is more easily blocked). 

Perform Dodges (these are key to avoiding incoming attacks; quickly dodge as 

s00n as you see an enemy's attack start, and you avoid it, and follow it up with 

violent retribution!).. 

* Parry and Counterattack (also known as blocking and riposte; a slightly more 
advanced method of remaining locked in combat with a foe you want to focus 
on killing, parrying them to start a defensive posture whenever you wish— 
though you obviously can’t attack during this time—and then executing 
‘a counterattack as soon after your blocked sword is struck as possible. 

‘The counterattack is incredibly useful as it pushes a foe back, and usually 
off-balance). 


‘Notice Vesemir’s Health bar? It is the color red (indicating the steel sword should be 
used; monsters have a silver health bar). ft also has a diamond icon to the left of it, 
with a “skull” inside, This shows Vesemir's level compared to your own, and spotting 


|_ this while fighting later into your questing is the key to understanding the strength 


of a foe you're facing. Consult the Training chapter of this strategy guide for further 
information. 


j OBJECTIVES: 


Vesemir's training continues with the activation of your five different Witcher 
Signs. This magic is critical to augmenting your already-impressive sword skills, 


Pay clase attention so you know the basics of your five magical skills. 
Lear the following: 


* Cast Quen (which defends you against damage and certain critical effects, and 
should be cast before you enter combat). 


Cast Igni (Which deals fire damage and has a chance to apply an incineration 
effect on your opponents and is a great way to dish out extra damage, clip the 
wings of airborne opponents, and set fire to flammable objects such as exploding 
barrels. Expect to use this Sign often), 

© Cast Aard (which stuns opponents or, in some cases, knocks them to the ground 
and is another highly-useful ability, especially when you want to clear an area of 
‘multiple foes, or want to destroy weak walls or certain blockages of debris). 


Cast Axil (which temporarily disorients your opponents, allowing you to focus on 
battering one foe at a time if multiple enemies are engaging you, or weakening a 
‘single enemy you're facing). 

Cast Yrden (which lays a magic trap that slows anyone walking over it, a perfect 
accouterment to your dexterous swordplay, and a great defensive way to quickly 
heal yourself, change signs, or otherwise tone down a ferocious battle you may 
find yourself in). 


ACTIVATING SIGNS WITH EASE 


Beware of low Stamina, as this stops you trom casting Signs. Increase the dexterity 
in your fingers by learning to quickly bring up your Signs menu, select a Sign 

{after memorizing where each of them are), and use it effectively, as combat slows 
down—but critically, does not stop—while you choose your Sign, Floundering while 
not learning the layout of your Signs menu is a critical mistake! 


, OBJECTIVES: 


END: A FEVERED DREAM 


Vesemir's training concludes with a spot of projectile-wrangling. Produce a Moon 
Dust bomb and learn to aim it both at near and far ranges. Follow the on-screen 
advice, and then finish your training by sheathing your sword. Afterwards, your 
mind becomes addled, as if in a fevered dream, and the second part of this quest 
(Lilac and Gooseberries) begins. 


ITEM: Moon Dust (2) 


‘As this tutorial draws to a close, you should know how to access your Items menu 
{to select bombs, or another item you wish to lob), as well as how to throw bombs at 
|) close or long ranges (automatically or while aiming). The maximum distance is from 
the indicated spot to the training dummy, so use this knowledge when facing foes, 
‘and try to damage them with these projectiles before they close in. ; 
——— 


DANGER ALERT 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Kaer Morhen; Main Quest: The Beast of 
White Orchard oa 

Locations: Ransacked Village, Ford, Woesong Bridge, White Orchard, _ 
Nilfgaardian Garrison 

Characters: Vesemir, Gaunter 0’Dim, Nilfgaardian Officer 

Enemies: Ghouls, Griffin, Deserters, Peasants, Wolves, Drowners 


A FRESH TRAIL, BUT A FETID AIR 


You wake from your nightmare on the road to Vizima, closing in on the settlement 
of White Orchard. Vesemir speaks with you. Choose your conversation as you 
wish, After re-reading a missive from Yennefer, your search for Ciri is interrupted 
by the foul stench of ghouls infiltrating this hillock. Wipe them out 


Notice the in-game conversation choices marked in yellow? These indicate an 
Important choice if there are multiple yellow utterances to be made. But in the case 
of one yellow choice, and one or more other choices, the yellow choice moves the 
Conversation along. Usually, the white choices are there simply for lore and flavor, 
| but not all the time! Be sure to follow this guide so you don’t overtook an important 
\ snc that isn't written in yellow! 


V4 NULLEFYING"NEGROPHAGES 

The ghouls you're slaughtering should pose only a limited threat, as long as you 
emember to use your silver sword (look to their silver-color health bars as a clue), 
‘and push any foes back using Aard, while setting them alight with Igni. Once slain, 
check your Bestiary to learn more about the horrors you've fought, as well as 

their weaknesses. Or simply check the Bestiary chapter of this strategy guide. 


}_ OBJECTIVE 


a 


‘SPOILER ALERT 


After the fracas with the ghouls, inspect the area close to the path that sparkles 
with a strange glittering light. Obtain the Crystal Skull (evidence of Yennefer you 
surmise) and mount your faithful steed, Roach. Even though you can head off on 
your own, this isn't the best time to do so (attempt this shortly). 


ITEM: Quest Item (Relic): Crystal Skull 


|| Though the Crystal Skull isn't a hugely helpful item, Some chests throughout the 
lands contain much more valuable relics; the most valuable of treasures. Be sure to 
check the Alas to see where all these chests are! 


J) The tee you nade camp at has a poster nailed tots trunk. Though easy to overlook, 
it's worth checking any posters you see on trees, or nailed to walls in settlements, 
Since they provide helpful information, and posibe indications of activites or quests 
+ “ Ce 


"Scavenging those you slay yields crowns, weaponry, and alchemic ingredients, 
0 be sure to inspect any corpse you come across. Also look to the mini-map, as 
| naturally-occuring ingredients (usually plant-lfe) also appears in the nearby vicinity, 
} with a green teat icon. Gather these too. Brewing a potion requires you harvesting 


ell itll 


Important objects you should investigate are sometimes bathed in a faint, glittering 
| light. This occurs only when the objects might otherwise easily be missed. As this 
Js rare, rely on your own investigation and your Witcher Senses to ferret out any 
f portant herns, ather than cepening on on an object's eine. 


A RIDIN 


Your faithful steed is always around to help you maneuver through the wilds at a 
faster speed. As you follow Vesemir, practice the following techniques (which are 
detailed in the Training chapter) 


ROACH BEYOND REPROACH 


‘+ Mounting and Dismounting (remember your speed and direction Influence how 
you climb onto and off your horse). 


* Cantering and Galloping (increase the speed of your horse to cover distances 
more quickly, at the expense of quick manuverabilly and a steady loss of your 
horse's Stamina, except when you're galloping on a road or path). 

‘+ Horses and Roads (an often-overlooked method of following a path isto let your | 
horse do the steering automatically) 

+ Calling for Roach (though you won't need to do this yet, remember you can 
whistle and Roach appears. This occurs most of the time, and allows you to 
swiftly mount and ride through more inhospitable locations instead of slogging 
through on foot) 


CRITICAL PATH 


f 
I 


Follow the winding path, speaking with Vesemir as you pass two new signposts, 
The latter of which is a Ransacked Village. Evidence of the recent war is 

everywhere. Follow Vesemir along the river bank, and jump across the ruins of a 
brick bridge. 


‘Signposts are everywhere, and appear on both your mini-map and World Map as 
{you discover them. I is usually a good idea to explore the area around a signpost 
thoroughly for hidden chests, optional quests, ingredients, monsters, collectibles, 
and other interesting phenomena. Each discovered signpost allows you to Fast 

| Travel from it to any other signpost you may have discovered. This becomes hugely 


; 
. helpful after you venture off the mainland to the isles of Skellige, and don't wish to. | 
} return via small boat in a stormy sea. 
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You venture across an upturned trader's cart, a mass of sinewy feathered limbs 
tearing away at a slain horse. After chasing away the griffin, you speak with the 
trader whose life you saved. He points you in the direction of White Orchard, 
and an inn where further information may be obtained. 


‘At this point, you may wish to return to the Ransacked Village, and speak to 
the villager named Dune who shouts as you pass, pleading for your help. 
Temporarily leaving Vesemir, and attempting this Secondary Quest (see page 
363), though optional, is a good idea. 


| 


}\ Keep an eye open for exclamation marks appearing on your min-map (and Word 
} Map) as you explore new areas or return to old ones. These indicate a Secondary. | 


Quests available usualy by speaking to someone, ss 


LL BESTIARY-A MONSTROUS COMPENDIUM] iit th tie teeta 


| with. Options marked withthe bag” icon show where a trader is, and conversations 


|| For each entity you meet, whether you slay it or not, an entry to your Bestiary is ’ with this icon also bring up the items the trader has to offer. In this case, a variety of 
‘added. I you slay a foe proficiently, the Bestiary updates, so you always have lem et cats, nd eens 
| the most up-to-date hints on defeating foes you may not have faced in a while. SSS | 


| Naturally, this guide's own Bestiary offers the best possible preparation plans and 
takedown methods, and is offered to you as a Lorniaaes Solution. 
Ww 


Once you've spoken to the trader the griffin terrorized, Vesemir rides to the tavern in 
White Orchard, and you are free to either follow him, or spend some time exploring 


While Vesemir finishes his drink, speak to the two 
nearby peasants at a table. There are differing 
conversation options, including one that uses your Axil 
Sign, but none reveal any information of note (aside 
from the racism against those of your kind). A second 
pair of patrons offer you little more than an introduction 
to the card game Gwent, so focus your attention on the 


EYE ISFREEPFORMEXPLOP 


TIC 


this area more completely. Consult this guide's Atlas for some areas of interest. Gaunter 0'DImm bald, shifty-looking customer sitting by the window. 
But before you go on with this Main Quest, be sure to attempt at least some of the He knows of Yennefer by name, and reckons the 
following. You can: 


Nilfgaardians may know more about her whereabouts. 
* Collect more ingredients from the lakes, woods, and rolling countryside. 


| © Attack some deserters within the walls of the ruined brick keep adjacent UA ASPOTOPDWARVEN SPIRIT 
| tothe Ransacked Village, uncover a chest inside the brick tower, and start 

the scavenger hunt to obtain impressive gear from the Viper School While you're here it's a good idea to purchase a single bottle of dwarven spint (for 
| (see page 577). ‘around 47 Crowns), if you have the funds (and if you don’t, why not go exploring?). 
| * Loar the ways of the World Map; including zooming in and out, and the This is a critical ingredient for a potion you make during a Secondary Quest: On 
| placement of Waypoints at locations this guide's Alas has referenced. Death's Bed, and having the potion to hand now makes brewing the potion easier 


‘once you start this optional quest. 
* Investigate the Monster Nests that infest this land; this is a good way to level 


up, providing you have the skills to survive waves of foes, The nests can only be 

| destroyed with bombs (usually the Dancing Star or Grapeshot); another reason 

| collecting ingredients (and Alchemy) is important! 

| © Investigate the Places of Power (there are five in this part of the world). Each is 

| guarded by a nasty foe, so you may need to level up and return later, but as each 
stone grants you an Ability Point, they are exceptionally helpful and must be found! 

| * Complete as many Secondary Quests as you wish; there are five to initially find, 
‘and these are listed on page 361. 

* Learn about more Secondary Quests by inspecting the Notice Board in White 

Orchard, as well as in other settlements. 


| * Inspect whetstones at nearby forges across the landscape, where you can repair 
| items damaged by battle. 


* And of course, learn the advantages of Meditation; preparing for combat as well 


| ‘as concocting potions and bombs, waiting to certain times of the day, —= = _ — —— 
sano Peo rs cranancanne nc unin DOCU] 


The Ai Sign marked during dialogue allows you to charm stubborn individuals 


TROUBLE AT THE TAVERN into answering your questions. Remember to add points to your Delusion ability 
” = (Character menu) to increase this for more intelligent people you try to befuddle to 
E OBJEC TIVES )) Your will. And watch for other folks witnessing this witchcraft, and possibly acting 


- | | aggressively. However, most of the time this allows you to receive information or. | 
| succeed in a chat without giving up crowns. : 


Canter into town, and dismount at the tavern. Once inside, the patrons could 
best be described as “jumpy”. Conversing with the bar-woman, who advises you 
to speak to the travelers drinking here if you want information on either of the 
women you're trying to find, 


Learning the basics of the card game Gwent is imperative if you are to (optionally) 
J) Search the lands for the best players, and collect a selection of rare cards 
|) with which to botster your decks. For more information on Gwent, check the 


} Training chapter. 


OFF THE CARDS: GWENT CARD COLLECTING 


Its advisable to learn this game now, and start collecting cards immediately Did you check the edge of the broken bridge over the water? Even though the drop is. 
(purchase as many as you can from the bar-woman). Innkeeps, your friends, and Geadly, there's some choice treasure in a chest here. Be sure to thoroughly explore 
many other challenges offer you games, and winning them allows you to obtain each new area for such trinkets, and check the Atlas maps at the back of this guide | 
rare cards to bolster your deck. Most importantly, some games are only available during each quest for all nearby chests and points of interest. 


during certain periods of time For example, the bar-woman's cards aren't able to be 
purchased once you leave for Vizimal 


S OBJECTIVE: Be sure you access the signpost marker here, so you can Fast Travel back to the 
garrison when you wish to return here. You are finding all the signposts on the World 


‘Map as you go, aren't you? 


Did you try returning to the exercising troops between the hours of midnight and one 
in the morning? They should be “resting” at this point! 


‘As you exit the tavern, two armored peasants and a thug decide to threaten you 
with a mixture of racism and unarmed combat. Even an Axii dialogue choice only 
ends in violence, Retaliate with the following: 


# Quickly block the incoming strikes, and retaliate with a series of fast attacks and 


® Or draw your weapon, optionally use Signs, and slaughter these ne’er-do-wells Once inside the gates, head southeast toward the 
where they stand, ruins of a brick tower, and speak to the garrison 
commander. It seems he may have some knowledge & 


j that information if you agree to rid the area of a 


~ You may be interested to know that unarmed combat utilizing a mixture of fast fist troublesome griffin. Agree to this quid pro quo, and 

i) work, blocks, and dodging, can lead to you challenging a variety of hardened folks be sure you ask the following before you leave: 

! sleet sepeeld brilersmdigheibe sie 5 inthe Taina} 5 About a specific her inthe hunt forthe grifin becca Geran 
6 Aout more information regarding the griffin, 

This situation can only end in violence, At this point, you can begin to explore 

the town of White Orchard, optionally completing some Secondary Quests in E OBJECTIVE e855 

the area = 


ESS SOOND JAKKTEN (GOOD HUNTING TO YOU) 


The Nilfgaardian garrison is to the northwest of White Orchard. The easiest route 
to reach itis by heading along the river bank in a westerly direction, following 


it northwest into a small swamp (watch for wolves and drowners). As the brick Right now, this quest (Lilac and Gooseberries) is still active, but has been 
edifice looms at you from the hill ahead, pass under the archway of a broken 
bridge, past some exercising troops, and under a second archway, Dismount at 
the small jetty and climb the wooden steps. You're met by two bruisers manning 
the gated entrance. A brief chat, and you're allowed through. 


| Superceded by Main Quest: The Beast of White Orchard. This is a linked quest that 
must be completed betore the rest of this quest can be finished. For now, highlight 
“The Beast of White Orchard” in your Quest menu, and follow those objectives. 
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DANGER ALERT 


a SS oe 
2 MAIN QUEST: THE BEAST OF WHITE ORCHARD 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Lilac and Gooseberries; Main Quest: 
The Incident at White Orchard. Secondary Quest: On Death's Bed. 
Locations: Nilfgaardian Garrison, Tomira’s Cottage , Mislav’s Hut , 
Velpine Woods, Mill 
Characters: Nilfgaardian Officer, Tomira, Mistav 
Enemies: Wild Dogs, Royal Griffin 


—! 


This quasi avaiable as part of Main Quest: Lilac and Gooseberries; once you agree | 
| to hop the Nifgaardian Otficer rid the immediate area of its grin problem. 

Probe the officer for more information regarding the ingredients needed to hunt 

a griffin, as well as the name of a hunter who can explain the beast's recent 
activities, then leave the garrison. Gallop across the swamp (watching for 
drowners), passing a stranded merchant as you pick up the road (Secondary 
Quest; Precious Cargo), and then choose which citizen you wish to speak to first. 


Journey south, looking for the herbalist's cottage 
(where there are rich ingredients pickings), and 
enter the premises. Speak with the herbalist on 
matters regarding the war, her demeanor, and the 
peasant she hopes to save 


+ While speaking about her patient, choose the 
Nee) conversation “Gritfin do tna?” when speaking with 
These two Obecves canbe dona in any order However, te herbals closet} her, to begin Secondary Quest: On Death's Bed. 


Tomira the Horbalist 


#® While speaking about her patient, choose the conversation “Looking for 
buckthorn” to ignore this quest. This quest continues, 


YA MAKING TIMPFOR*TOMIRA 


Remember you can return to Tomira and purchase items and ingredients from her, 


_ SECONDARY, QUEST: ON DEATH'S BED _ (S] 


You may not have gathered any of these ingredients yet, but it's worth doing 80, 
if only to understand how to brew potions. Fortunately, all three ingredients are 
close by: 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Lilac and Gooseberries; 
Main Quest: The Incident at White Orchard. 
Locations: Tomira’s Cottage, White Orchard Tavern 


Characters: Tomira, Lena * Find the five celandine flower bushes in the fields east and southeast of 
Enemies: Drowners Tomira’s cottage. 
© Then head to the Tavern in White Orchard, and purchase a bottle of dwarven 


SWALLOW THIS CONCOCTION Spirit from the bar-woman for around 47 crowns. If you don't want to spend 


the crowns, brew your own (but this involves finding further ingredients), 


p, OBJECTIVE Finally, head to any river bank, such as the area southeast of Woesong Bridge, 
and look for a group of drowners by the water's edge. Slay four of them, 


looting their corpses for their brains, 


ITEMS: Dwarven Spirit (1), Celandine (5), Drowner Brain (4), | 
Quest Item: Swattow Potion 
Finish your chat with Tomira, then bring up your Alchemy menu, scroll down 


through your Potions menu recipes to the one called “Swallow”, and inspect the Conclude this quest by returning to Tomira's Cottage after brewing (combining) 
Ingredients you need. the dose of Swallow, letting Tomira know you have It, and receive the following 
for your troubles. 


ITEM: Manuscript Pages (2), Book: Of Sweat and Blood ! 


Tomira’s patient (Lena) is extremely sick with blood on the brain, Mention that 
you “could try to help her,” before selecting this quest from your Quests Menu. 


|ER ALERT 


7 a aS << *: 3 
© THE BEAST, OF WHITE ORCHARD OTD 


When you finish Secondary Quest: On Death's Bed, steer the conversation with 
Tomira to the location of Buckthorn; a foul-smelling weed used to lure a griffin. 


She points out the bottom of the river to the northwest. It is now a simple matter 
of riding there, dismounting, diving in past the fishing nets, and searching the 
bottom of the river for the orange-colored herb (optionally with your Witcher 
Senses to make the plant glow red). Gather multiple bunches of this plant if 
you're interested in its alchemical qualities outside of the scope of this quest 


ITEM: Ingredient: Buckthorn 


THE SORROWFUL HUNTER, 
THE BLOODIED ASCENT 


The hunter's cottage is southwest of White Orchard, 
along a foot tall, When you reach the hut the hunter 
is nowhere to be seen, Use your Witcher Senses 

to find his fresh trail of red glowing footprints, and 
follow them southwards into the Vulpine Woods. 
Mislav is checking the ground for evidence of wild 
dogs, plans to divulge where the Nilfgaardian bodies 
the griffin attacked are, if you help him. You can: ‘Misiav the Hunter 


# Agree to help. Or, 


+ Refuse to help with the killing of wild dogs (Mislav still helps you find the 
Nilfgaardian bodies), 


SPOILER ALERT 


b4 
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» OBJECTIVES: _ 


you chose to help him, follow Mislav deeper (eastward) into the woods, and 
set upon a small pack of these savage beasts who are gnawing on the bloodied 
corpses of the townsfolk. After combat, talk to Mislav again. He agrees to lead 
you to the site of the battle with the griffin and heads off in a roughly westerly 
direction. It isn't long before you reach this scarred place. After speaking to 
Mislav again (and perhaps finding out more about his sorrowtul nature), 

begin to inspect the area. 


p OBJECTIVES: 


With your Witcher Senses, inspect the blood-stained earth; the griffin interrupted 
a celebration. Check the saturated ground, and move roughly southward until 
you find some older footprints. These lead you towards the Broken Bridge 
(signpost). Leap (or climb up) to the other side and pick up the footprints trail 
again. It leads left (southeast) to a series of rocky outcrops to climb onto, Leap 
the gap between the rocky crags (or climb the steep rock slope) near the lone 
tree, and ascend to the grifin’s nest. 


Inspect the area, examining two corpses, a variety of bones, the nest, and the 
large feathered body of a griffin. Examine the wounds, determine the age and 
type before you step away; this royal griffin has been dead for at least a week, 
Its mate is the beast terrorizing the land with good reason, Now to find the 
enraged griffin, but not before returning to Vesemir 


RUFFLING SOME FEATHERS 


OBJECTIVES: 


Vesemir is where you left him; at the tavern in White Orchard, Inform him of the 
contract you undertook with the Nil{gaardians, When you are ready to set the 
trap for the griffin, tell Vesemir this. Then, head to his location on the other side 


of the stream in 
the fields just east 
of White Orchard, 
Vesemir is finishing 
the preparation of a 
sheep dummy. This. 
isa lure to coax the 
griffin into combat. 


| 


CRITICAL PATH | 


451 
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Ud CORRECT:GOMBATPREPARATION 


Before you reach Vesemir, itis a good idea to Meditate and prepare before the battle 


to. come. Brew the Thunderbolt potion first, which increases your attack power, 

and is helpful against most larger monsters. Also use the guide's Bestiary entry on 

{griffins (page 730) in this preparation. Once combat begins, refer to the tactics in 
| that section to rid the land of the royal griffin. 


ITEM: Potios 


soar =] @ Al 


| vulnerable against 
Grapesho! Bomd ‘Hybrid if And 


| the following: 


i OBJECTIVE 


The screeching and heavy flapping of wings announces the beast’s arrival 
You stifle your conversation with Vesemir, who hands you a crossbow he won in 
card game, just before the griffin swoops down to maul you with his talons. 


ITEM: Weapon: Witcher Crossbow 


A PHEC 


SSBOV 


IN*COMBAT 


| ‘The Witcher’s crossbow (and other ranged weapons you may find during your 

| adventure) offers helpful firing options for enemies you're too far from to affect 

| with Signs or swords. In this case, fire at the griffin as he swoops down, just before 

| dodging those talons: A direct hit sends the beast tumbling into the field where he's 
more easily struck. 


MW CLIPPING THEWINGS OP THEROYAL GRIFFIN 


‘As well 2s judicious crossbow use, your Signs offer constant damage (if you fire Igni 
at the griffin before dodging those talons). Aard is another option for dropping the 
foe trom the skies. Then follow up with dodges and retaliatory strikes using your 
silver (not stee!) sword. 


After losing around half its health, the royal griffin takes to the skies and flees to 
the northwest, heading to the higher pasture around the leaning Mill (signpost). 
Follow the foe to this location, and deliver your final killing blow. 


p OBJECTIVES: _ 


Vesemir has some constructive criticism regarding your battle style, after which 
you should inspect the griffin's corpse, and cut the head off as a trophy. This is 
al the evidence you need to present to the Nilfgaardians. 


Griffin Trop! 


Gallop (or Fast Travel) to the Nilfgaardian Garrison, and watch as the officer 
deals rather drastically with a villager who isn’t providing the grain the officer is 
expecting, Tell the officer you've slain the beast, and he offers you information on 
Yennefer's whereabouts, as well as a bag of gold for your troubles. You can: 


© Take the coin, reasoning it can be put to better use instead of being stored in 
Nitfgaardian coffers, 


# Turn down the coin, reasoning you don’t want the gold of a faction with so much 
innocent blood on its hands. 


ITEM: Crow: 


This quest now concludes. 


DEVELO 


MENT PL 


By now you should have gained a level, so you you can (immediately) select the Abilities | 
‘panel of your menu and learn a new skil. The exact type of skills you want fo spend 
Your points on are discussed in the Training 


section of this guid 


LILAGAN D GOOSEBERRIES (CONTINUED) 


» OBJECTIVE 


At this point, the quest concludes, and Main Quest: Lilac and Gooseberries 
starts up again, Travel back to White Orchard, and find Vesemir in the tavern 
you already frequented. This leads immediately to Main Quest: The Incident in 
White Orchard. 


THE INCIDENT AL. WHITE ORCHARD 


Related Ques! 
Main Qu 


Main Quest: Lilac and 
rial Aud 
ard (Tave 

nnefer 


Wild Hunt 


Locations: White Or 
Char: 


Enemie 


After arriving at the White Orchard tavern, the tension 
in the air is almost palpable. After speaking with 
\Vesemir, your hand is forced to your steel sword, 
as a group of bandits are threatening you, Deal with 
their kind using your blade and Signs. Afterwards, 
you're forced into the open, where a squad of 
heavily-armored Nilfgaardian knights surround 

the tavern. Surprisingly, they are lead by Yennefer. 
You seek explanations. She agrees to provide them 
once you're both spirited away to Vizima, 


Yenneler of Vengerberg 


Itseems the Emperor Emhyr var Emreis wishes to make you an offer. Vesemir 
won't be accompanying you. After bidding him farewell, the Nilfgaardian 
procession is ambushed and chased. It is only through Yennefer's use of powerful 
magic that your pursuers (the Wild Hunt) are stopped. Soon the palace of Vizima 
looms out in the misty distance. 


DANGER ALERT 
w 


Related Quests: Main Quest: The Incident in White Orchard. 

Locations: Vizima Royal Castle 

Characters: Commander Morvran Voorhis, Emhyr’s Chambertain, 
Emperor Emhyr var Emreis, Yennefer, Ambassador var Attre 

Enemies: None 


COMMON COURTESY BEFORE THE EMPEROR 


p OBJECTIVE 


After being bathed 

and carefully shaved, 
your initial tour of 

the Castle of Vizima 
commences with a talk 
from Morvran Voorhis 
about the altercation 
you had with the Wild 
Hunt. Then the Emhyr's 
Chamberlain—a 
pendant of a man with exacting standards and litle time for facial hal— 
requests you choose an outfit for your forthcoming audience with the 
Nitfgaardian ruler, 


Your talk with Morvran 
Voorhis can prove to 

be of major importance 

Hf you don’t have a 
Witcher 2 save on your 
PG (though you can be 
playing on an Xbox One 
of PS4 to start this, too). 
The conversation turns to 
your following past exploits (the events of Witcher 2: 


Commander Morvran Voorhis 


Emhyrs Chambertain 


* Avjan LaValette 

® Ifyou killed Arjan LaValette (PC save game), or tell Voorhis you did (PC, consoles 
without save game), your interactions with Luize LaValette and a woman named 
Molly are different during Main Quest: Broken Flowers (page 183). 

‘© The path of Roche or lorveth 

® This only effects a very small conversation choice during Main Quest: Get Junior, 
when you visit Roche's camp for the first time. 

 Sile de Tansarville 

® If you allowed her to die (PC save game) or tell Voorhis this (PC, consoles without 
‘save game), she does not appear during Main Quest: The Great Escape (page 259). 

© The Witcher Letho 


> Answer any questions and mention Letho is still alive, and Secondary Quest: 
Ghosts of the Past, becomes active later (see page 175). 


> Mention that Letho is dead, or ignore the conversation, and Secondary Quest; 
Ghosts of the Past cannot be accessed. If he's dead, he also won't appear later 
during the Battle of Kaer Morhen. 


} OBJECTIVE 


To avoid a sassy response, choose any of the three outfits before you (pick your 
favorite), then enter your Inventory menu to wear it (since you won't be meeting 
the emperor wearing just a towel). Next, the chamberlain drones on about proper 
bowing etiquette. When it comes time to rehearse, choose “extend left leg 
forward, place right hand on chest” (the second option), or you'll be here a while. 
Then follow the chamberlain along the impressive castle hallway, up the stairs, 
to an audience with the emperor. 


a a a 
UDIENCE pee 


Your talk with the emperor is one-sided. He 

a different comment depending on whether you 
bow in front of him, then wishes that you search 

the lands for his daughter (Ciri) before the Wild Hunt 
catches her. Your agreement is unimportant. Then he 
waves you out of his chamber. Continue to follow the 
chamberlain into the great hall of the castle. Here, 
you have a chance to discuss politics and warfare 
with Morvran, or ignore these uptight Nilfgaardians. 
Then follow the chamberlain once more, through some formal gardens, to the 
entrance of Yennefer's room. 


MAY THE GREAT SUN LIGHT YOUR PATH 


E OBJECTIVE 


Emperor Embyr var Emreis 


Pass the fireplace 

and enter Yennefer's 
bedchamber. It seems 
you and the emperor's, 
goals are not too 
dissimilar, After seeing 
a recent etching of 
what Ciri looks like, 
ask Yennefer where 
‘she was last seen, The 
answers are two sprawling parts of the map—Velen and Novigrad. 


Yennefer recommends the following: 


That the trail at Velen is most promising. Find 
a merchant named Hendrick at the Inn at the 
Crossroads to further your search. 


When you visit Novigrad, be on the look out for a 
mutual acquaintance” named Triss Merigold to 
aid your progress. 


Ambassador vor Attre 


That you journey to Skellige after Yennefer, as 
she's set to head there to investigate a magic explosion that blew down half a 
forest. Meet her once you've learned something. 


That you speak to Ambassador var Attre (in the next room) to learn what 
happened in the world while you and Vesemir roamed the wilderness. 


With that, she summons a portal and disappears into the ether. 


, OBJECTIVES 


Feel free to check Yennefer's room for a personal letter, before optionally 
speaking to Attre about the war, the situation in Velen, Novigrad, and Skellige, 
Then exit the chambers, speaking to the chamberlain to gather your belongings 
(remember to equip everything!) 


Optionally, locate the Nitfgaardian nobleman, and play Gwent with him, if you're 
interested in obtaining his card. He may not be here later, so it's worth pausing to play 
Tight now. The first time you obtain a new card, you are given a book, A Miraculous 
Guide to Gwent, which shows cards on the map that you haven't yet found. 


When you're ready, leave the castle via the large doors in the great hall to 
Conclude this quest. 
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CRITICAL PATH QUESTS: 


ACT I: VELEN 


(NO MAN'S LAND) 


In which three vast territories are thoroughly explored. 


The first is the despoiled Velen, or No Man’s Land, where the full horrors of the war between the Nilfgaard and the Redanian forces 
are revealed. The Bloody Baron, a local witch, and the Ladies of Crookback Bog all weave a tapestry of clues to the whereabouts 
of Ciri. 
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DANGER ALERT 


| TENDKEWwey 


Related Quests: Main Quest: The Bloody Baron; Main Quest: Witch Hunt 
Locations: The Hanging Tree; Mulbrydale, Inn at the Crossroads, Heatherton 
Characters: Hendrik 

: Bandit, Rabid Dog 


) Though you are able to commence this Main Quest, which allows you to thoroughly 
| explore No Man's Land (also known as Velen), you are tree to start, stop, or go back 
+} to-any other part of the Main Quest in any of the other major Jand masses of this 

| realm. Your choices are as follows: 


‘Main Quest: The Nilfgaardian Connection, and commence the Main Quests across 
Velen (No Man's Land) (see page 156). 

‘Main Quest: Pyres of Novigrad, and commence the Main Quests across Novigrad 
(see page 180), 

‘+ Main Quest: Destination: Skellige, and commence the Main Quests across : 


) — Skellige (see page 218). : 


BANTERING WITH THE BARON’S BOYS 


| OBJECTIVE 


Velen has been hardest 
hit in the recent wars, 
as is evidenced from 
the corpses swaying 
from the tree you pass, 
and the bumed-out 
dwellings you witness 
as you follow the path 
through the hamlet of 
Mulbrydale. Continue 
on a roughly westerly direction to the river's edge, north to a ford, and across 
and up the hillock into the wooden-walled Inn at the Crossroads. Dismount at the 
Inn's threshold, and enter. 


, OBJECTIVES: 


You can have a natter at 
the two peasants sitting 
near the entrance, but 
you get little except a 
worrled husband and 
scolding wife. Speak to 
the innkeep, ordering a 
drink until the peasants 
scarper, and some 
well-armored company 
saunters in, offering little but verbal offense against your kind. You can: 


> Tell them to back off or die, and start a pitched battle with the Baron's men. 
Slay the three in the bar, then take the fight outside to a couple more henchmen 
‘near their horses. 


> Tell them you're a Witcher, offer some verbal put-downs, but ending the 
conversation without unsheathing your blade. 


‘Ask if the men would care for a drink, and pay for their alcohol. This civility is 
likely to pay dividends down the road. 


Eo 
AN CONNECTIC N 


These boisterous idiots are the guards of the Baron's fortification, and your 

actions with them affect how easy or difficult it is to gain entry into the Baron's 

fort at Crow's Perch during Main Quest: The Bloody Baron. The problems aren't 
insurmountable if you accidently kill everyone that offends you, but are considerably 
easier if you're a pleasant sort. 


} OBJECTIVE 


Conclude your chat with the innkeep, who explains where Hendrik is 
(Heatherton), what he's doing (shacked up with a widow) and his demeanor 
(he keeps to himself). 


THE SUFFERING OF HEATHERTON 


» OBJECTIVES: 


Depart from the Inn at the Crossroads, following the rough road east across fords 
and around forests. Avoid or engage any wild creatures, before descending a 

hill into the mist-laden Heatherton, seemingly cast in a strange frost. Wild dogs 
are picking the place clean; rid the only inhabitant of these scavengers before 
speaking with him, 


The frightened villager must be calmed using Axil during conversation, 
after which he tells of the time the Wild Hunt razed this village, torturing poor 
Hendrik before casting a chill over the place. 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Head to the cabin southwest of the addled villager, The bloodied corpse of 
Hendrik is easy to spot, hideous in his countenance. Rummage around in his 
clothing (specifically, his boots) to obtain a well-hidden key. Inspect the bear skin 
with your Witcher Senses; a draft reveals a trapdoor the key unlocks, Descend 
into the gloomy cellar. 


With your Witcher Senses working, pass the poster offering a reward for the 
return of the Baron's daughter, and move into the adjacent room where Hendrik's 
merchant ledgers must be found. Investigate the candle holder mounted on a 
nearby wall between the two cellar rooms; use it and a secret compartment 
appears, revealing the ledgers. 


© “Missing and Wanted”: A report on someone matching Cir’ description 
appearing in Skellige. 


© “Drunken Swine”; That Ciri visited the Baron at his illegally-appropriated fort 
called Crow's Perch. 


“Clashed with a Witch”: That Ciri landed in a swamp and there was conflict 
with a witch. Those in Midcopse may know more. 


“Caution Advised”: Hendrik remarks that he's being watched, his dog ran off, 
and there was a strange glow observed in the sky. 


This quest concludes with the only two probable leads allowing you to begin two 
separate new Main Quests: The Bloody Baron and Witch Hunt. 


Converging Quests: Main Que: 
Main Que: ‘he Bloody Baror 
Location: Crow's Perch 
Characters: “Bloody” Baron Phillip Strenger, Sergeant Ardal, 
Old Peasant, Baron's Guard (you met at the Crossroads}, 
Baron's Guard (Gatekeeper) 
| Enemies: Water Hag, Baron's Guards 


he Nilfgaardian Connection; 
Main Quest: Witch Hunt 


| This quest starts automatically once Main Quest: The Nilfgaardian Connection 
\ concludes. However, your previous decisions affect this quest. Did you: 


Meet the Baron's men in the Inn at the Crossroads while completing 
‘The Nilfgaardian connection? If you did or didn’t; you have minor 
conversation changes when attempting to enter Crow's Perch. 


‘Meet the Baron's men in the Inn at the Crossroads, and then buy them 
a drink? If you did, the soldiers aren't hostile, and you can enter Crow's 
Perch peacefully, 


Meet the Baron’s men in the Inn at the Crossroads, and then kill them? 
If you did, the remaining soldiers are hostile, and you must find an alternate 
route into Crow's Perch. 


| Avoid the nn atthe Crossroads entirely, and not run into the Baron's men? 
‘Then expect them not to trust you, leaving only crowns as payment for the. 


method to gain entry (or the alternate way). / 


HALT! WHO GOES THERE?! 


p OBJECTIVES: 


Locate the wooden 
fortification on a marshy 
tract of land known as 
Crow's Perch, and enter 
via the rickety bridge 
(or jump the gap of the 
adjacent, even more 
rickety bridge) 
through into the small 
village behind the outer 
walls. Turn right (east), and head along the main thoroughfare to a large brick gate. 
Push open the doors, race up the hill and stop at the main gate and portcullis, 
where the signpost fs. What follows is a conversation with the Baron's men: 


Mf you bought the Baron's men a drink, one of them is standing outside of this 
‘gate, Choose pleasant conversations, and you're let through into the inner 
courtyard, and you're told to follow the sergeant. 


It you weren’t violent towards the Baron's men at the Inn at the Crossroads, 

‘oF never met the Baron's men previously, four faces are guarding the outside of 
this gate. Choose pleasant conversations, and you're let through only after paying 
a bribe of 15 crowns. Then you're told to follow the sergeant. 


If you killed the Baron's men at the Inn at the Crossroads, two unfamiliar faces 
‘are guarding the portcullis from the inside. They know what you did, and aren't 
about to let you into this castle. You now need to find an alternate way to enter 
this place, 


Wf 


You can choose to find a different way into the castle even if the Baron's men 
aren't hostile. 


UN 


EF 


JUN DPOR'OV 


SPOILER ALERT X 


aX G ] 


THE CROW’S PERCH BAILEY 


| OBJECTIVE 


Follow in the footsteps of the sergeant, quizzing him about his desertion and how 
this motley band of men are fighting in the war. After a stroll past the stables, 
you're shown into the gardens where the Baron awaits. 


A FORCEFUL PATH: INVESTIGATIONS LEAD 
TO ASUBMERGED SWIM 


p OBJECTIVES 


Hf you try this path before completing Main Quest: The Nitfgaardian Connection, the 

| cave leading under Crow's Perch is blocked by fallen debris, with two of the Baron's | 
‘men standing around arguing about who will clear it up. Arrive here during this 

quest, and 


Return to the village, and inspect this mostly deserted place—the villagers fled 
at the sight of you—for signs of someone who can help. An old geezer resting 
by the side of the thoroughfare is too old to move, but reckons he knows another 
way into the castle. For a humble offering, of course. You can: 


(15 Crowns) Agree to pay the man, who tells you a story of a boy, drowned by 

a well near a shrine. A well that the man is certain leads into the castle via 
submerged passage. The location of where the boy's body Is found now appears 
‘on your mini-map. 


Refuse to pay the man, and simply search the surrounding area outside the castle 
(using this guide) to uncover the entrance, 


I 


|) You can visit the vitage atthe foot ofthe main fort, and knock on every dooro see It | 
\ the inhabitants can help. Nobody answers, but you can hear them murmuring about 
} your terrible reputation. 


Call Roach, gallop down the rickety bridge and swing right (west), following 

the trail to an area of grassy high ground northwest of Crow's Perch. Locate 
this shrine, then wade down into the moat. A few steps to the southeast is an 
opening. Dive underwater, and swim southeast, and then south before surfacing 
inside the cave. 


Climb onto the dry ground, vault up and over the climbable rocks, and look 
around until you spot light above—and a warty old water hag in front of you. 
After dispatching her, find a rough slope of stalagmites to ascend between, 
leading to a lamp-lit well with a ladder. Climb the ladder, and extract yourself 
from the well, landing in the gardens where the Baron awaits. 


CRITICAL PATH 
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END: ONE TOUGH C--KER 


The Baron is meeting with a Nilfgaardian officer. He promptly leaves, and the 
Baron speaks with you in an almost jovial manner, asking you to join him in 

his chambers. Your conversation choices should be based on your personal 
preferences; you can refuse a tipple or choose vodka if you wish. After some 
further waffle, the Bloody Baron finally reveals some juicy information. it seems 
Cir visited the Baron appearing exhausted, wounded, and stinking like a soaked 
hound after a hard hunt. This quest now concludes, and Ciri's Story: The King of 
the Wolves begins. 


THE KING OF THE WOLVES 


Related Quests: Main Quest: The Bloody Baron, 
Main Quest: Family Matters 
Location: Riverbed near Lindenvale 
Characters: Ciri, Gretka, Baron Phittip Stenger, Geratt 
Enemies: Wolves, King of the Wolves 


a 


|) adventure before Geral’) becomes available immediately after the conctusion of | 
{iain estoy Barn. 
tc 


A/GRACE UNDER PRESSURESGONTROLLING CIRILLA 


Giri Is now the character that you control. She has the same maneuvering 


techniques as Geral. n subsequent quests she develops some impressive magical 
capabilities, To further your knowledge of controling her, see the Training chapter. 


OBJECTIVES: 


You land roughly with 
a thud. The river bank 
walls are too steep to 
climb. So you must 
venture forward, wading 
into the water and 
heading in a vaguely 
northerly direction along 
the pooled water of the 
Jow-running river. 


A quick look ahead 

and up reveals a trio 

of wolves prowling a 
tree. A gitl sits petrified, 
upon a high branch, 
Defeat these wolves 
with gusto, and rescue 
the girl (Gretka) and 
agree to follow her to 
Lindenvale. She murmurs something about “The Wolf King,” but reassure her 
that, despite your wounds, you're more than a match for any hairy beast. 


Cirite Gretka 


There are numerous plants to pick along the river bed, and wolf corpses to search. 
| Do this now, as you're required to later. 


A few yards farther, Gretka retreats in fright and leaves you to slay a pack of five 
wolves ripping at a cow's carcass. Continue down the river bed, to the remains 
of half a boat, and even less of a corpse, torn and mangled. With Gretka away 
from this horror, inspect the following: 


* The eyes—bloodshot and moist; he died recently. 

* The head—his lips are parted and bloated; he bit through his tongue. 
* The chest—crushed, with ribs piercing the fellow’s lungs, 

© The leg—something gnawed off one of his legs. 

* The belly—strewn intenstines cover the boat like escaping sausage. 


Summing up: a lycanthrope slaughtered this hapless peasant. This requires the 
mixing of some potent blade oll your uncle Vesemir taught you to brew, to help 
you when you face “The Wolt King.” 


NO FIENDS HERE 


{tis extremely important that you check the key wounds of this corpse (the chest, 
eg, and belly) to conclude these wounds were made by a werewolt, f you don't, 
your conclusion is that a fiend was responsible. This results in you preparing a 
different oil (that is effective against relics, and not lycanthropes), The recipe is 
similar (three mistletoe instead of three wolfsbane), but this oil is useless against 
the King of the Wolves, and combat becomes more difficult. 


YOU AFRAID? THEN I’M NOT, NEITHER 


, OBJECTIVES: 


The first two items are 
found on the corpses of 
wolves. The second two 
items grow naturally 
along the river bed; so 
carefully continue down 
the river bed, picking 
plants as you go. Stop to 
defeat the three wolves, 
and search them for 
items. Don’t venture further than the dead dog if you want to concoct your blade oil 
With all ingredients found, you pause and grease your sword. 


PATIE 


TH YOUR POTIO 


you ignore the acquisition of these ingredients, the forthcoming fight becomes. 
much more of a dangerous slog, 

Myou mistakenly made oil that affects relicts, when you strike the werewolt, 

it utilizes a skill called Full Moon, causing it to bulk up in size and transform Into a 
stronger entity. 


Now follow Gretka down the dry waterfall, and head right slightly into the 
foreboding cave, rather than towards Lindenvale itself. 


| OBJECTIVE 


You need not Meditate because you've already prepared for this battle. Take 
your greased-up silver sword and bound down to attack the King of the Wolves, 
‘a hefty werewolf that must be cut down. After the battle, you're taken to Crow's 
Perch, where the confused peasant isn't given any kind of reward for rescuing 
the Baron's daughters, as neither of them are apparently his kin, but Ciri is 
allowed to rest. 


Now Geralt and the Baron are talking. Agree to help the Baron in the search for his missing daughter, and in the process learn more about Ciri's actions and 
whereabouts, This quest concludes, while the Main Quest: Family Matters and the Secondary Quest: Ciri's Room both begin. 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Cirt's Story: The King of the Wolves, _ = 
Secondary Quest: Ciri’s Room, Main Quest: A Princess in Distress 

Locations: Crow's Perch, Blackbough 

Characters: Baron Philtip Strenger, The Pellar 

Enemies: Baron's Men 


Follow the Baron up the stairs (listening to the anecdote about his daughter 
Tamara and a deer's arse), enter the Baron's bedchamber, and then Tamara's 
Nearby room, You're here to make a thorough and complete sweep of all 
rooms on this floor of the castle, with your Witcher Senses picking out areas of 
particular interest. In the Baron's bedchamber, find the following 


* Awooden candlestick with a broken stem, 
© Fresh flowers on a side table (the Baron hopes his kin will return soon), 
* Adifferently-colored section of the right wall where a painting once hung 


© Apicture of the Baron and his wife. They look happy enough until you 
‘examine this picture more closely—which was moved from the right wall— 
and discover a hole behind the painting, 


© Head around to the wardrobe behind the painting. Inside is a piece of 
candlestick; someone smashed It against a wall, and it broke through into 
the wardrobe. 


Check the wooden pillar near the desk; there are deep nicks as if a heavy 
object struck it 


Return to the table with the candlestick on it. You can now make out wine 
stains from a smashed bottle, The wine stains are still visible. 


Follow the scent trail across the landing and down the steps you just 

walked up with the Baron. As the scent disperses on the small landing 

between floors, examine a loose floorboard, and remove a strange folk talisman 
hidden underneath. 


@) DANGER ALERT 


CURSES, CLOTHING, AND ASMALL 
SPINNING TOP 


SECONDARY. QUEST: CIRI'S ROOM 


SPOILER ALERT X 


TAMARA'S HIDDEN TABERNACLE 


The room to the right 
of the stairs (Tamara's 
room) also yields some 
interesting information, 
even though this is 
purely an optional 
investigation: 


* Anugly doll by the 
side of the bed 


© Aletter to Tamara on a sideboard, which can be read to give you clues to her 
background and whereabouts. 


© Incense and an old rusty key can be found in a wardrobe here, too. 


UA ADDITIONAITOOT 


There are numerous chests and furniture to loot as well, though it's best if you check 


‘no one is looking before rifling through the Baron's belongings. 


E OBJECTIVE 


Find the incense and old rusty key in the wardrobe in Tamara's chamber 

When you wish to follow the scent of saffron, use your Witcher Senses to see the 
misty odor, and follow it down the stairs, This eventually leads down to a gloomy 
basement. You must maneuver between sacks of goods and grain to reveal a 
secretly-prepared shrine to the Eternal Fire, a religious sect famous for their 
hatred of mages. Examine the bow! with burning coal if you wish. There is also 

a prayer, seemingly written by Tamara. 


There's another optional area to explore too. Inside the dining room where you 
first spoke with the Baron is a letter revealing Nilfgaardian demands on the 
Baron, as well as a few guards exhibiting just the right amount of contempt for 
your kind, 


Quest Item: R 
Letter to 


ty 


juest Item: Incense, O 
Quest item: Nilfg 


dian Dem: 


mar 


Yet more evidence awaits you in Ciri's room, which is across from 
‘on this floor (last door on the right). Inside you discover: 


* Asspinning top, which looks to belong to Gretka, who was rescued from the 
King of the Wolves, 


* Asset of Cir's clothing. 


© Asstrange book on the desk (read the notes from this book, and you discover 
Giri was researching curses for some reason). 


CRITICAL PATH 
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Move to the the kitchen area, farther along this 

floor (last door on the left, past the barracks and 

the passage on the right leading outside). Here you 
find Gretka. You may also find her in the storage 
room next to the kitchen, depending on the time of 
day. She tries to be helpful, especially after you give 
her the Spinning Top Ciri made for her, and mentions 
Cir''s recent activities. This Secondary Quest 

now concludes. 


ITEMS: Quest Item: Spinning Top, 


By now, you should have a wide variety of evidence to present to the Baron. 
Find and speak with him about: 


The doll—You ask about whether it was used in black magic rituals. It 
transpires that the doll is supposed to look like Triss Merigold, who Tamara 
‘saw when she was younger. 


The fight (with the candlestick and moved painting)—The Baron admits to 
being drunk and not remembering a thing, He agrees to ask his men if they 
heard anything, 


The talisman—Anna (his wife) wore it. It may be related to a pellar in 

Blackbough, or a cunning woman in Midcopse (though she only recently 

arrived), It seems a chat with the pellar is your next line of inquiry. Be warned, 

he’s apparently addied with vexes. Exit the Baron’s building. 

|| Inthe yard below, you can observe two ofthe Baron's men wating in ine for the 
‘outhouse, while one is locked inside. Knock on this earthern closet, and you're told 

| that Eldric has been on this tole for some time, 


OMENS NEVER LIE 


E OBJECTIVES 


Leave Crow's Perch on a westerly path toward Blackbough. Once you uncover 
this village, travel into the woods along a path to the northwest. The pellar's 
cottage is besieged by the Baron's men, who've been sent to apprehend the 
fellow. I's important you prevent this from happening, in one of three vastly 
different ways. You can: 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Family Matters 
Location: Petlar’s Hut 

Characters: Pellar, Princess 

Enemies: Bear, Wolves 


You're automatically equipped with the Pellar’s Bell, so access it now and have a 
tinkle. Then head into the grassy woodland in a westerly direction, behind the 
pellar's house. 


ALTERS (CONTINUED) 


The Peliar 


Pay off the men. They aren't interested in gold; only justice for Eldric, one of 
their comrades who came to the pellar with 


(Axii Delusion level 2) Tell the men to leave, addling one of their brains with 
Axil as you speak. They agree to depart peacefully 


Offer a choice—they leave or die. Unfortunately for them, they choose the 
latter. Make short work of all five of them with your long steel sword. 


Ask what they want with the pellar; it seems he recommended a diet of 
rowanberries for a friend of the men, Eldric. Ever since, Eldric has had the 
screaming runs, Offer to heal Eldric, then you explain a way to lessen Eldric's 
condition. This satisfies the men, and they depart 


With the men gone, knock on the door and introduce yourself to the pellar, who 
likes to speak with a flair for the dramatic. The pellar made the amulet for Anna, 
to protect her from evil surrounding her. After asking where Anna and Tamara 
are, the pellar knows, but requires his goat (Princess) to be returned. She was 
scared off by the Baron's men, and only listens to the tinkling of her bell. She 
also enjoys wild strawberries. 


ITEM: Quest Item: Pellar’s Bell 


ER ALERT 


When you reach the objective area, use your Witcher 
Senses to track the goat's recent movements (and 

meals), When you see the goat, approach slowly, 
Tinging the bell when you're within about ten feet or so. 


Princess 


REALLY GETTING YOUR GOAT 


| OBJECTIVES: _ 


The goat should slowly approach, and then you should head east, watching the goat behind you. Periodically, 
Princess stops to munch on a few wild strawberries. No big deal. Check your map so you're progressing 
directly towards the pellar's hut (rather than wandering the woods away from your goal). A few steps later, 
expect Princess to take a liking to some plant life near a steeper sloped area close to a bear. 


Position yourself between the bear and Princess, and slay the ferocious creature (the bear). At this point, 
some fast walking and periodic bell-tinkling is all that's required to lead Princess out of the woods, and 


toward the loving arms of the pella. 


The pellar has knowledge you require; ask about a child that Anna miscarried. It was in some way a grotesque. 
‘Ask whether Anna was abused by the Baron. The pellar infers as much, but his evidence isn’t watertight (i's 


related to Princess's habits of licking the hands of those that suffer). Now the child, thrown away without a proper burial, has become a botchling, cursed to wander and 
seek blood. The Baron should reveal this unhappy family secret if you speak with him. This quest concludes, and Main Quest: Family Matters recommences, 


FAMILY. MATTERS «i 


Related Quests: Main Quest: A Princess in 
Main Quest: Ciri’s Story: The Great Race on 
Locations: Crow's Perch, Smokehouse, Pellar’s Hut, Wolven Glade, 
Fisherman's Hut, Oxenfurt 
Characters: Oswin the Stablehand, Baron Philtip Strenger, 
Botchling (Deal, Lubberkin, the Pellar, Voytek the Fisherman, 
Tamara Strenger, Graden, Uma 
Enemies: Botchting, Drowner, Rotfiend, Wraiths, Endriaga, Wolves 


‘thorough read of your Bestiary entry on botchlings reveals the true horror of 
their creation. Now gallop back to Crow’s Perch. As you arrive, you may notice 
‘one of the large structures within the castle's walls has been set ablaze! Race up 
to the inner bailey It seems the Baron has set the stables alight, and has drunk 
himself into a violent stupor. One of the stablehands is trapped inside the burning 
stables, along with the horses. You can: 


Choose to save Oswin the stablehand, and his mares. Additional objectives are 
available before you meet the Baron. Attempt this, and you receive gratitude and 
‘@ reward (in the form of crowns) from Oswin himself, once you leave 
Crow's Perch, 


® Or more callously ignore the whinnying and screams, and focus on finding the 
Baron himself. 


» OBJECTIVES 


Race to the stables 

(the larger of the two 
burning buildings) and 
climb the exterior ladder, 
with Aard ready to cast. 
Work your way through 
the collapsing structure. 
When you reach a 
blockage, remove it 
using Aard. Drop down 
to the pens where Oswin and the horses are, and open the gate. Scramble to the 
right, head to the main gate, open it, and free the whinnying steeds. 


A SOBERING CONVERSATION WITH 
BARON STRENGER 


F OBJECTIVE 


‘Whether you saved the stablehand and horses or not, you must find the 
close to the burning structure, and try talking to him. He is sotted, and can't be 
Teasoned with; pummel him into submission. 


With knowledge of the 
Baron's violent behavior, 
tell the Baron he already 
knew his kin ran away, 
and choose any of the 
main conversation 
choices depending on 
how disgusted you are 
with the Baron (this 
only affects his verbal 
responses). He recalls the time Anna fled; a grim recollection of a bedchamber 
with blood everywhere. it was there on the bed—a stillborn. There was little else 
to do than take it outside and bury it. Now this child has turned. t is a botchling, 
with a blood bond stil strong between it and the Baron's wife. This Is the key 

to finding Anna and Tamara. For now, you wait until midnight, and dig the tiny 
corpse up. 


A MISCARRIAGE OF JUSTICE 


OBJECTIVE 


At the witching hour, 
follow the Baron down 
to the ruins of an old 
‘stone structure where 
the child's corpse was. 
left, but not laid to rest. 
The botchiing is on the 
prowl. You can: 


Botchling (placated) Botchiing (seething) 


Bury a botchling under the family's threshold, so it turns into a lubberkin (a spirit 
‘that could lead you to his family). 


‘Kill the botchling, syphon its blood, and take it to the pellar. 


The option you choose impacts the remainder of this quest, since there are two 
methods to pick from. 


LIFE FOR A LUBBERKIN: 


CRITICAL PATH 


if you spared the botchling’s life, you order the Baron to gather the tiny terror 
into his arms, and head back up to the castle's threshold. Follow him as he 
goes, pausing only to deliver some killing blows on wraiths attracted to this 
abomination. 
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Periodically, the 
botchling starts to 
‘squirm in the Baron's 
arms, and must be 
calmed. You can; 


Cast Axii close by the 
Baron, and keep the 
botchling placated. 


Ignore the Baron, 
‘or cast Axii too late, after which the botchling transforms into a much more 
dangerous form, which can't be reasoned with, It must be slain, and the 
‘second option (syphoning its blood) chosen. 


Assuming you keep the botchiing calm, you chaperone the Baron up through the 
Castle's entrance, into the inner bailey, before tackling two more wraiths along 
the way. Finally at the threshold (by the main castle building), the Baron recites 
‘a chant, and the little one is consumed by the dirt. In one day's time, Dea should 
change into a lubberkin. 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Interact with the grave (you automatically wait until midnight while meditating), 
and after some incantations, a blue transparent ghost rises up; the lubberkin has 
been summoned! This transparent miscreant darts off, and must be followed 

(on foot or horseback). It leaves Crow's Perch, heads left (southeast) past some 
drowners you should dispatch, to a lone smokehouse with a strange smell, near 
the Burned Ruins marker. 


LIFE FOR A LUBBERKIN: TRAIL OF CARNAGE 


OBJECTIVES: 


Locate the following using your Witcher Senses: 


* Abracelet near a group of barrels; one of the Baron's kin may have 
dropped it 


‘© Hoof marks and a horseshoe, indicating that they rode away. 
* Acchange of clothing, showing they may have had help in their escape. 


Set off following the lubberkin again. Further down the road, you stop at a horse 
carcass, and are set upon by two rotfiends. Flee or fight. Choose the latter, 
‘as you're able to inspect the various indignities the horse suffered: 


Bones—They have been here a while 


Saddle—Partly chewed, possibly by a necrophage. 


Ribs—With marks from giant claws; not the necrophages currently in 
these parts 


Legs—A missing horseshoe; perhaps this is the animal from the workshop? 


Head—Tor clean off by a powerful beast. 


To summarize, a strong and huge entity slew this horse after surprising the 
riders, You hope they got away. The lubberkin wants you to follow her. After a 
few twisting paths, you end up at a fisherman's hut (east of the Burned Ruins 
marker). The quest paths now merge. 


DEATH TO THE BOTCHLING: 
A TERRIBLE TANTRUM 


, OBJECTIVES: 


Draw your weapon 
and slay the botchling. 

It transforms into a 
large and ravenous 
beast. When you batter 
it below half its health, 
it becomes enraged, 
Spikes protrude from its 
back, and it regenerates 
quickly after each 

strike, It also summons hungry wraiths to further thwart you! After the fight, 
draw the blood despite the Baron's protests. 


SOMP®BOTCHL 


Cursed Ol Aull 


Lessen the impact of this enraged monster by casting Axil on the botchling, which 
stops its tast regeneration and causes its spikes to retract. 


ITEM: Botehting Blood 


DEATH TO THE BOTCHLING: 
A RITUAL AT WOLVEN GLADE 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Set off to find the pellar, at his previously-visited hut near Blackbough. 

Speak to him and convince him to perform a small ritual, deep within the woods 
to the north. Follow the pellar through this forest, removing any threats of wolves 
along the way. You reach the ancient circle of rocks—known to the locals as 
Wolven Glade—after speaking with the pellar about Vserad, the old lord of these 
lands. You are instructed to prepare for the ritual by lighting three brazier fires. 
Before the last one is lit (use Igni), you should meditate and prepare for a fraught 
battle to come. Do not come to the Wolven Glade unprepared! 


The pellar daulbs his face with botchling blood, and begins prophesying. As the 
winds whip up, and a flock of crows appear at each brazier in turn, their beating 
wings snuff the fires out. This creates a breach in the light through which wraiths 
can enter the circle and attack you! Relight these fires immediately, keeping a 
constant watch on all three of them, When one fire goes out, the longer you take 
to relight It, the greater the chances there is of more crows appearing to snuff 
ut the next light, summoning more wraiths. 


MW art 


There are some tactics to ensure the ritual doesn’t become overrun with wraiths: 

* Position yourself close to the braziers and wait, so you can quickly relight them 
with Ign, rather than wasting time sprinting across the glade to light one. 

‘= Don't use lgni as a Sign, but rather as an interaction at the brazier; the later 
doesn't consume your Stamina. 

* Concentrate on lighting the braziers first, before dealing with any wraiths, 
0 further crows and wraiths don’t appear. 


RURNEN' 


KEEPINGYOURSELF SAFE 


Every time the braziers are fully lit, the pellar continues his prophecy. Once his 
seering is complete, no more wraiths enter the circle, so finish any remaining 
‘ones off. Expect to light the braziers three times. 


Fortunately, at the end of the ritual, the pellar speaks about a fisherman named 
Voytek, who apparently knows the whereabouts of Tamara and Anna. Afterwards, 
you can decide on the following: 


4 Walk the pellar back through the woods to his hut, to acquire his gratitude and a 
‘small reward, 


© Tell the old man to traipse back to his hut on his own. 


With your new found knowledge about Voytek, you can simply ride to the 
fisherman's hut. 


MERGED PATHS: FISHING FOR CLUES 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Voytok the Fisherman 


Enter the home, with a 
‘number of children who 
are promptly shooed away, except for one. You ask for the location of the Baron's 
kin, but the fisherman and his wife seem a little evasive, until one child spills the 
beans. Further questioning reveals that Tamara is staying with the fisherman's 
brother in Oxenfurt. Whereas Anna's location is more of a mystery. There's talk 
of a fiend attack, strange symbols burned into Anna's hands, and her speaking 

in the tones of a wisewoman, Time to pay the Baron another visit; before or after 
optionally attempting to find Tamara. 


'® Ifyou choose to find Tamara, it impacts the conversations available during Main 
Quest: Return to Crookback Bog, although it doesn’t affect anything critical. 


DANGER 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Family Matters, 
Main Quest: Return to Crookback Bog 
Characters: Cirilla, Baron Phillip Strenger 


THE GREAT RACE 


OPTIONAL: 
RADOVID’S WITCH-HUNTING MAIDEN 


| OBJECTIVE 


‘Summon Roach, and gallop northeastward, to 

the smaller port city of Oxenfurt, which is under 
Redanian rule. In fact, the gates to the city may be 
closed. This isn't a problem, as you can simply dive 
into the river, and swim across into town! 


Dash along the shoreline street, and find the comer 
residence (in the northern part of the island) with a 
rug store and whetstones nearby. 


Tamara Strenger 


* Inside, the fisherman's brother quickly summons 
‘Tamara. Ask any questions as you wish, as these 
don't impact your future actions, You can leam more 
about the Baron, the “thing” that grabbed Tamara's 
mum and disappeared into the woods, and the 
miscarriage. She won't see the Baron again, as she 
has new—and powerful—friends, the Church of 
the Eternal Fire: Redanian witch hunters. Graden, a 
witch hunter in the service of Radovid of Redania saunters into belittle you. But 
you leave Tamara to make her own decisions, and this objective ends. 

‘© If, after talking to Voytek, you returned to the Baron instead, he asks you to find 
‘Tamara. Agree, and as you leave, the Baron stops and hands you a doll; the one 
you may have found earlier in Tamara's room. During your conversation with 
‘Tamara, you can hand her this doll, and the conversation is slightly different, 
and more emotional. 


THE WOEFUL DESPOT 


Gradon 


} OBJECTIVE 


Return to Crow's Perch. Head to the gardens within the bailey, and you're 
stopped by the sergeant, worried about the Baron's melancholy condition. 
‘Speak with the Baron, who is reading love letters from Anna, and explain to 
him how your search is going. Now you've fulfilled your end of the bargain, 
the Baron agrees to reveal more about Ciri's past exploits. 


sword and horse. Answer the men’s questions how you wish, After a challenge to 
race the Baron, start your race, galloping across the countryside (and following 
the path ahead of you, and on the mini-map). Continue to gallop until you reach 
a lone tower, and the race is interrupted. The Baron recalls the whinnying horses 
as a huge flapping basilisk spooked the horses. But the story is interrupted as 
Baron stops the story under the following conditions: 


E 
3 
E 
5 


E OBJECTIVE (FAMILY MATTERS) 


> ityou haven't concluded Main Quest: Ladies of the Wood (see page 168) yet, you 
receive a new objective as part of Main Quest: Family Matters, requiring you to 
search for further evidence of Anna's whereabouts. At the end of this quest, it 
is revealed that Anna bears a mark on her hands that matches the one drawn in 
chalk on Voytek's table. This allows you to conclude that Anna and “Gran” are the 
same person. 

‘> Ifyou have already concluded Main Quest: Ladies of the Wood, you receive an 
objective to report back to the Baron. When he finds out about Anna, he is willing 
to finish his story about Ciri and the Basilisk, and Main Quest: Ciri's Story: Out of 
the Shadows begins. 
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THE BARON’S SAVIOR 


| OBJECTIVES: 


The Baron recalls the whinnying horses as a huge flapping basilisk spooked the 
horses, and forces you to draw your silver sword. With a mixture of well-timed 
blocking, parries, and strong attacks between those nasty beaked attacks and 
wing smashes, whittle down the beast's health, until it goes for the Baron, and 
your objective updates. 


Climb the rocky buttresses at the foot of the ruined tower you're at the base of. 
Continue until you see the Baron at the top, and watch as Ciri saves him from a 
certain death. Soon after, Ciri departs, 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Wandering in the Dark; Secondary Quest: _ 
Magic Lamp; Secondary Quest: An Invitation from Keira Metz 

Locations: Midcopse, Keira’s Hut, Keira’s Grotto 

Characters: Keira Metz 

Enemies: Nekkers 


| OBJECTIVE 


Ride to the slightly depressing hamlet of Midcopse, and learn where the witch 
you need to question is. This can be done via conversations with the villagers, or 
by searching for her hideout independently. Here are two examples of peasants 
you can obtain clues from. 


Begin near the central well, and look for residents murmuring about the witch. 
‘One is sweeping outside her cottage. Although this peasant has no knowledge, 
her husband does; the witch cured him of a bad back. 


OBJECTIVE 


The husband is by the fence, right of the Whetstone, and isn’t happy about 
fevealing the location of the witch, Perhaps you could change his mind? You can: 


* (60 Crowns) Pay him a few crowns to change his mind. 
* (Axil Delusion Level 2) Influence him through magical means. 


Either of these options causes him to describe where the witch lives, allowing 
you to exit Midcopse and search for a pond. 


SPOILER ALERT 


END: A HUNCHED HOMUNCULUS 


Geralt and the Baron conclude their talk. Ciri was 
looking for a sorceress, and all of them are in 
Novigrad. The Baron pleads with you to help him find 
Anna; who is trapped somewhere within the vast 
bogland south of here. Agree and Secondary Quest: 
Retum to Crookback Bog becomes available once 
Main Quest: Family Matters concludes. 


uma 
You're finishing your pleasantries when something 


hunched, with a huge bulbous head, escapes the sergeant's grasp and waddles. 
into the great room. He's quickly lead away, but not before you quiz the Baron 
‘on who this fellow is (Uma), how he's in the Baron's company (won in a game of 
cards). After this odd interlude, all these quests conclude. 


i 


you have already fished all the Main Quests in Novgrad and Skelige at this | 
Point, you know what this strange creature named Uma is. In this case, Main Quest; 
Ugly Baby begins before the Baron leaves, 


SPOILER ALERT KK 


ANOTHER OPTION: 
SCUTTLEBUTT AMONG THE SWEEPERS 


, OBJECTIVE 


You can find the two peasant women sweeping the path close to one of the 
village exits. They clam up if you're close by, but stand a little further away (as 
shown), and they tell you about the witch's location. This is a better option if 
you're saving your crowns, and don’t have Axil at Level 2 


YET ANOTHER OPTION: 
TALKING TO THE WAR VETERAN 


Or, sitting by a tree near 
the western entrance to 
the village is an old man 
clad in rags, smoking a 
pipe. He offers up the 
location of the witch 
quickly, and more easily 
than either of the other 
two options. 


THE ENCHANTRESS IN THE GROTTO 


OBJECTIVE 


Depart Midcopse heading roughly northward, with the pond’s bank on your left 
side, and follow the path to a large oval stone. Take the right trail, up through 

@ copse of trees to an abandoned cart and a group of nekkers you should slay, 
Continue along the path until you stumble upon the witch's hut. The witch shoos 
‘away some pleading villagers with a diseased cow problem. Enter the hut. 


OBJECTIVES: 


DANGER ALERT 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Hunting a Witch; Secondary Quest: 5 
Magic Lamp; Secondary Quest: An Invitation from Keira Metz 
Locations: Byways, Elven Ruins 
Characters: Keira Metz, Nithral, Eredin, Caranthir 
Enemies: The Wild Hunt, Drowner, Water Hag, Rats, Wraith, 
Duplicate of Geratt, Duplicate of Keira, Golem, Gargoyle, 
Hound of the Wild Hunt, Nithrat 


A BRIDGE TOO FAR 


A TION FOREXPLORATION 


brief meditation and gathering of strength (and the mixing of potions), along with 
Ropair Kits, is recommended before fully exploring these labrynthian ruins. 


Enter the cave, which 
opens up into a vast 
cavern with the ruins 
of an old elven bridge 
stretching out in front 
of you. On the opposite 
(north) side, a group 

of Phantom Riders— 
members of the Wild 
Hunt—are spotted! 
Keira conjures a portal and steps through. That screaming can't be good. 
You have two options: 


‘4 Push forward into the portal; alas something has distorted Keira's portal, and 
you're teleported to a distant cavern, surrounded by drowners. Slay these watery 
fools, then dive down into a flooded corridors, swimming back roughly south to 
the main chamber, before you continue your search. 


+ Ignore the portal, which disappears, Remain in the main chamber, and descend 
to the watery cavern ground below. Deal with half a dozen drowners (and a water 
hag) before starting your search for Keira, Again. 


Keira’s screams are coming from the east (use your Witcher Senses to “see” a 
pulse of sound indicating the direction). Climb the stairs and head through the 
archways from the central pit, and follow the chambers (watching for foes along 
the way) around until you reach a rubble-filled room. 


Use your Witcher Senses to discover the witch's robes, a chalk pentagram, 
some interesting spell books, and a trapdoor down to a damp cellar. Look for the 
skull with the enchanted symbols and examine it. When a portal appears, step 
through it and into a large subterranean grotto, Don't be shy; head up the stairs 
and intrude on Keira Metz taking a bath. Fee! free to talk to her about what she's 
doing in Velen, and the other sorceresses of the Lodge, but focus your chat on “a 
certain young woman," 


After some wry answers, Keira admits an elven mage had been asking about 
Cirilla too, The fellow wore a mask, and asked that Keira lead Ciri to him. 
Apparently he’s hiding in some elven ruins in the southwestern wilderness just 
northwest of the Byways marker. Agree to visit this place, and you automatically 
head there. Main Quest: Hunting a Witch “rests,” and Main Quest: Wandering in 
the Dark begins, 


SPOILER ALERT XK 


It seems Keira isn't 

a huge fan of rats; 
produce a bomb 
(Grapeshot, Sumum, 

or Dancing Star), or 
use Igni or Aard, and 
remove the two large 
rat nests in this area 
before she drops her 
protective shield. Speak 
to Keira, and convince her to keep going 


ZIREAEL AND KELPIE: 
THE SWORD AND THE HORSE 


E OBJECTIVES: 


Head south and east to reveal a morphic projection of 
the elf you seek. After some deduction, and knowledge 
that Cirl's sword is named “Zireael” or “Swallow,” 

you embark on an inspection of nearby glyphs with 

a Swallow motif. Now head south, into a pungent, 

but vast chamber. The yellow vapor is from toxic 
mushrooms growing here, so set the clouds ablaze 


(from a distance) using Igni before you encounter and ‘The Masked fit 
slay all the wraiths guarding this cavern. (morphic projection) 
A CLOUD DISPERSADAND THE FLOODED CORRIDO! 


Before you advance into the toxic clouds, simply ignite them with Igni, or disperse | 
them with a strong gust of air using Aard. But don't hang around here, as the 
clouds reform. 


‘Also check a flooded corridor to the east, with a strange symbol at the entrance, 
Dive and swim down this submerged tunnel to reach an otherwise-inaccessible 
chamber that contains a rusty casket with a diagram, manuscript, and a fine sword, 
Watch for summoned wraiths afterwards, as you return. 


Harvest any mushrooms you wish as you continue roughly northwest into a 
large tunnel with climbable sections. These lead to a strange octagonal chamber, 
‘and another elvish projection to listen to (by the Sign of the Swallow). 


& 
z 
3 
5 
5 
8 


165 


166 


Carefully inspect the 
‘glyphs along the wall, 
optionally using your 
Witcher Senses. None 
of them are signs of a 
horse, but activating 
the Kayran Sign triggers 
‘a spell that conjures a 
duplicate of both you 
and Keira! Return with 
more potent strikes to see off both of these reasonably weak, cloned specters! 
That chalk drawing of a dog isn't much help either; it explodes when touched, 
dealing significant damage and knocking you back. Leave that alone! 


tt'seems the image of Kelpie isn't on this higher balcony, so jump and drop 
down into the octagonal pool, Wade to the picture of the horse and activate it 
Then dive and swim roughly westward and northwest to escape the water pit 
Climb the steps to a second horse glyph and activate it. Then scramble up the 
rubble and drop back down into the room; a door rumbles open. 


OBJECTIVES 


Through the door is a 
dead-end, and a portal 
Keira is sure distorted 
her own attempts at 
teleportation. It features 
the Sign of the Swallow; 
stand next to the arch 
‘and activate the portal, 
Then step inside. 


OBJECTIVES 


The next chamber features a lurching golem that must be fought. Climb the ruined 
stairs behind the golem, and turn left (southwest). Head down the passage as it 
bends around to the south. On the left there is a side passage down to another 
portal. Ahead and left is a dead-end cave guarded by a gargoyle. The latter isn't 
necessary to face, but when you enter there is no going back, since the entrance 
clases behind you! Awakened, the gargoyle needs to be stain for the stone door 

to open again. f you don’t feel ready to face the gargoyle, head down the side 
passage to another identical portal. Activate the Swallow Sign and step through. 


BITING COLD: NAVIGATING THE WHITE FROST 


| OBJECTIVE: 


Success! You appear 
on the opposite side 

of the bridge in the 
initial cavern chamber, 
where the agents of 
the Wild Hunt were 
Spotted. Head north up 
the steps, past some 
petrified sentries the 
Phantom Riders froze 
to death. Pass further guardians as you reach a massive, flat chamber. The Wild 
Hunt are on the opposite side, and their powerful mage fills the air with a biting 
cold; he has summoned the White Frost! 


DOBIECTIVES: 


You won't last a minute in this blizzard if you aren't properly protected; so Keira 
casts Demetia Crest's Surge; enveloping an area around you both in a sphere 
of calm. As Keira battles to keep the White Frost from encroaching, she slowly 
moves through the chamber. Your role is as follows: 


Protect Keira at all times; stay close and attack any bounding foes that appear 
from the rifts you are passing close to. 


The foes in question are hounds of the Wild Hunt. There are around nine or ten 
to slay in groups of three to four as you pass by each rift. 


Slay them quickly so they don't swarm Keira, and minimize your time away 
from Keira’s protection, as the White Frost is very damaging 


Once across the room, Keira collapses in your arms as the spell took a great deal 
of power to maintain. You can offer two possible responses 


* Just don't faint on me—a more favorable response, light-hearted banter 
designed to elect a more positive response. 


* Ifyou can't go on—a less favorable response, if you aren't as interested in 
flirting with Keira. 


YOU ARE STUBBORN, DH’OINE 


E OBJECTIVES 


Vd 


You may wish to medidate, prepare potions and olls, and choose your favored blades 
before continuing, Remember, once you begin the following battle, you can't escape 
of retreat! You must slay Nithral! 


DITATION'AND PREPARATION 


thral of the Wild Hunt 


Follow Keira as she 
dismisses a wall of ice, 
and follow her through a winding passage to another huge and flat chamber. 
A massive, armored foe strides forward; a warrior sent by the Wild Hunt to 
waylay you. Brandish your silver sword and prepare for battle! 


* Nithral is your main focus. He wields a two-handed weapon, so brush up 
‘on your swordplay and your Signs and continuously attack him. All other 
‘opponents are secondary. 


At around three-quarters health, Nithral summons a rift, and Hounds of the 
Wild Hunt pour out. Expect three rifts during the remainder of the fight. 
Keep an eye on Keira, but otherwise only attack these foes when they 
encroach on your combat with Nithral 


. 


At around half health or less, Nithral summons another rift, and more Hounds 
leap forth from it. Expect around three of these foes, so back up if you're 
‘swarmed and fight methodically, Finish off these foes if Nithral falls first. 


iy THRAUSFALL 


|, When Nithral attempts to heal (inside his magic bubble), do not attack him or face 
osing around 10 percent of your own health, as well as being knocked back. Nithral 
heals three percent of his health every two seconds, but stops healing and emerges 
from this protection when his underlings (the other warriors and hounds) are stain. 
So, kill his summoned minions as fast as you can, to keep Nithral from healing as 
quickly as possible; making him easier to defeat. 


Buff yourself with a Swallow Potion, use Quen Sign as often as possible, and employ 
Thunderbolt, as well as heavy attacks, which pierce his armor. 


JUST AN ILLUSION: 
ESCAPING THE OLD RUINS 


| OBJECTIVE: 


Approach the arched wall section, and equip the Eye, The magical illusion fades away, 
allowing access into an exit tunnel. Keira stops you once more, mentioning something 
about a magic lamp. She hopes you'l retrieve it for her. Choose a response: 


With the first Wild Hunt 
adversaries slain, loot 
their corpses before 
heading to the opposite 
(east) side of the 
chamber, Climb onto the 
raised area to discover 
a trove of books, 
laboratory equipment, 
and other trinkets. 

Have a thorough look around, You receive the last message from the masked elf, 
telling Ciri to trust no one; especially the witches of Crookback Bog, 


* You can agree to help. 
* Or head straight to Crookback Bog. 


As before, the former response is more friendly, while the latter results in a 
more curt response from Keira. Either way, you have the option of completing 
the optional quest, or ignoring it. The former is recommended. Main Quest: 
Wandering in the Dark now concludes. 


MW GATHERING TREASUR 


RELICS OF THE PA: 


Remember to gather any other items from chests you loot to increase your weapon 
collection and obtain other fine pieces of equipment. One of the most imprassive is 


Speak to Keira; even though she doesn’t know the crones personally, she's | 
close to the entrance to the chamber where you fought Nithral, Look for an archway | 
| 
| 


read of them. She offers you instructions on reaching their location. Afterwards, 


search the laboratory (using your Witcher Senses). Gather the following: you can blast with Aard, Step through, and explore the coridors behind and treasure 
chests, one of which contains a powertul sword guarded by a foglet. Slay the 
ITEMS: Quest Item: After the White Frost, ‘monster, and the treasure is yours. Now return and exit with Keira. 


Quest Item: The Elder Blood 


‘As well as some burned notes, the only other area of interest lies in a section of 
wall, Your medallion trembles. Keira was expecting this—an illusion—so she 
brought an artifact that dispels such magic; the Eye of Nehaleni. She gifts it to 
you, along with a book to read. 


ITEMS: Quest Item: The Eye of Nehaleni, 
Quest Item: The Ladies of the Wood [Book} 
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ONDARY QUEST: MAGIC LAMP 


After some head-scratching, the riddle is solved thusly: 
© The first guardian is just to the right of the arched doorway. 


: Main Quest: Wandering in the Dark, 
Secondary Quest: An Invitation from Keira Metz 
Locations: Elven Ruins 
Character 


© The second is just to the left of the doorway. 


© The third is to the right of the first guardian (far right statue). 
‘© The fourth is to the left of the second guardian (far left statue). 


FOUR GUARDIANS, FOUR FLAMES, Use Igni next to each statue's brazier. Once all four are lit, the door rumbles open. 
tesa ists lidseadaa sd THE HIDDEN SEPULCHER 


Enter the hidden elven 
sanctuary. Should 


IVES: 


you wish to, there is z 
a climbable passage : 
Head into another chamber, where a number of statues are standing. You sense : a avarear g 
a riddle. Beckon Keira over to read the Elder script carved on the wall. Her rough a 
translation is as follows: ee Cee 6 
inspect this sepulcher 
+ Four guardians, four flames, standing proud in a line. After pondering who 


this is honoring, Keira 
produces the item she came here for—a magic lamp. 


The First to light his fire dared not march on the end. 


The Second, by the First, played a woeful lament. 


The Third kept close to his faithful beast. 


The Fourth marched not beside the First, yet like the Second, played a tune. Hf you need more help deteating the golem, pick up the kamp first before venturing to 


the golem chamber; this way Keira follows you, and helps out in combat. 


And thus they stood o'er their queen, who slept benath flickering stars. 
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‘Turn and head south, all the way to a side tunnel and steps up to the right (west) that end at a large boulder blocking your path, Produce the Eye of Nehaleni, and the 
boulder illusion dissolves. 


‘Step out onto the misty shores of Lake Wyndamer, and speak to Keira once more. Choose a (pleasant or unpleasant) acknowledgement to visit her (at her hut) when 
you have the chance, and these quests conclude with you gazing out at Fyke Isle, close to a boat you can take out onto this lake, if you wish. You should also read 
“The Ladies of the Wood," when prompted, so you can directly head to Crookback Bog instead of chancing upon the Main Quest of the same name. 


OILERALERT KX 


: c Try as you might, your requests to discover more about this “Johnny” character 
i UE fall on addled ears. Gran then departs; time for a further interrogation, 


Story: Fleeing the Bog, Secondary Quest: Return to Crookback Bog 
Locations: The Orphans of Crookback Bog, Johnny's Burrow, Harpy 
Nest, Downwarren, Crossroads and Ancient Oak 
Characters: Gran (Anna), Genny, Yagna, Aynara, Mikula, Travik, 
Johnny, Weavess, Brewess, Whispess, Ealderman of Downwarren, 


The Tree Spirit s The boy who mentioned Johnny (the ruddy-faced Travik) holds a clue, Head 
Hneralea: Drewner, Water Hag, Harpy, Wyrers, Rael eee south and into Gran's hut. Gran shields the child from you, and you won't get to 
Question him right now. A more cunning plan is called for. 


SWEET TREATS AND MEATS JOHNNY, JOHNNY, ATE A CAT, COME THE 
I ) MORN SOME FUR HE S--T! 


» OBJECTIVE 


| This quest becomes available once Main Quest: Wandering in the Dark has | OBJECTIVES: 
been concluded. Follow the general directions on your mini-map to reach the j = 


OBJECTIVES: : You can speak to any of the four orphans not watched over by Gran. Find Mikula 
on the shallow bridge. Feel free to ask about Johnny, Gran, and the woods, but 
be sure to ask if they can help you out. They decide to play hide-and-seek. If you 
have gathered any fruits or sweets on your travels, you can forgo this game, and 
the children help you. Otherwise? Count to twenty, and no peeking! 


COME OUT, COME OUT, WHEREVER YOU ARE! 


, OBJECTIVE 


Open the book Keira 
Metz gave you at the 
end of Main Quest 
Wandering in the 


Dark, and read it; this The four orphans 
pinpoints the entrance (Travik isn't playing 
tothe swamp where as he's inside the hut 


the ladies lurk. Venture 
into the muddy swamps 
‘until you discover the 


with Gran) scatter, and 
make haste to their 
hiding spots. Your unfair 


strange wooden effigy of a comely woman, with a necklace of treats draped advantage is your 
around her. This starts you on a winding path of foxgloves and other flowers, Witcher Sense, which 
along with sapling branches with more sweet desserts to spat hanging from allows you to discover 
branches or along the muddy ground. The path eventually winds its way into all four urchins rather 
Crookback Bog, where you overhear a child singing a rather interesting rhyme. easily, and in any order: 


* Mikula—a trail of footprints leads into the northwest hut, where she's hiding, 


* Genny—footprints lead up onto the roof of the eastern hut, and down the 
other side to a haystack, where he's hiding. 


* Yagna—more footprints allow you to spot her behind some bushes behind the 
eastem hut, close to the comer of the building, 


© Aynara—a trail of footprints leads to a thicket behind the southwest hut. 


Aynara 


Genny 
Enough tomfoolery! The children live up to their word, and coax Gran away from 
the hut with Travik inside. Head there, and receive knowledge about a strange 
tree growing on the edge of the swamp; that's where Johnny sometimes plays. 


JOHNNY ON THE SPOT 


i 


Travik Gran (Anna) 


A quintet of rosy-cheeked faces stare up at you from the pile of logs they were 
sitting around. Ask about your ashen-haired woman, and the conversation heads 
off at a tangent about orphans, the war, and little Johnny. A moment later, an old 
woman appears, admonishing her brood. 


Ask about the ashen-haired woman; they have seen her, but need you to rid 
nearby Downwarren of a dark presence. 


‘Anna brings you the dagger the ladies instructed her to give you. Afterwards, fee! 
free to explore the cellar of the crones' hut, which has an interesting shrine and 
other detritus to look at. 


ITEM: Quest Item: Ritual Dagger 


Johnny the Godting 


Head east and slightly 
south out of Crookback 
Bog, until you meet a few drowners and a water hag. Remove these threats 
before using your Witcher Senses to discover a set of small footprints. 

Follow them on a winding path to a strange burrow. Speak with this owl-eyed 
boy. It seems he isn't speaking back. Perhaps you can help? 


| OBJECTIVE: 


Make haste to the village of Downwarren, moving 
quickly through the gaseous swamp in a roughly 
northerly direction. Along the way, you may 
encounter a quartet of bandits by some abandoned 
farmsteads. Follow a rough path into the foothills, 
and up the grassy slopes into Downwarren itself 
The ealdorman stands by his home clad in a green 
tunic. Speak with him; he speaks of an evil one 
feeding on bloodshed, under the mighty Ancient Oak 
tree on Whispering Hillock 


j OBJECTIVES: 


Johnny scampers off; follow him through the reeds, slaying a trio of drowners oe lo 


along the way to the foothills northwest of his burrow. Johnny points to a cit 
Jedge—time to climb. As you ascend the rocks, you may notice harpies above you. 
Equip your crossbow for added offense and remove a tro of these flapping fiends 


(and possibly, an inquisitive wyvern). Then approach the Raven's Nest, and loot it. t OBJECTIVE 


ITE 


AS: Quest Items: Seated Bottle, Raven's Feather 


There is evil afoot! 
Trek roughly southeast, 
possibly encountering 
hags in the mire along 
the way. Pass through 
the ruins, into a forested 
area close to the hillock. 
With your Witcher 
Senses, move to 
uncover a corpse with 
deep claw marks; there are two bodies along the path at the foot of the hillock. 


Descend back to Johnny's location using any path you wish, Talk to Johnny, 
giving him the bottle which he promptly twists the top off, allowing an explosion 
of Godling waif. He tells you he's seen the ashen-haired girl at a nearby swamp 
village; the one you just came from! 


THREE CRONES, CROWING 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Avoice and ethereal footprints lead you up toward a clearing near the hillock, 
where a fearsome werewolf is roaming. He must be confronted and slain, 
sometimes with his two wolf brethren, It seems the source of evil is contained up 
a series of ledges (use your Witcher Sense to find them), and into a gloomy cave 
filed with dangling tree roots. This quest temporarily stops, and The Whispering 
Hillock starts immediately. 


Chaperone Johnny as he scampers back towards Crookback Bog (there are 
drowners to defeat along the way), and wait as he convinces Gran (Anna) you 
should gain an audience with the crones. You enter a rickety home filed with 
candles, and a tapestry made of hair, showing three ladies most becoming. After a 
song, Anna speaks through the cloth to them. 


It begs you to free it. You can: 


Locations: Ancient Oak, Crossroads 
Characters: The Tree Spirit 
Enemies: Bilge Hag, Drowners, Endreaga 


> Trust the beast, and choose to help and free the tree spirit. 
> Ignore the beast's pleas and choose to slay this abomination. 


ES 


IRIT SAVIOR OR SL 


CRITICAL PATH 


‘Think your actions over, as they have a major effect on the village of Downwarren, 
‘as well as Main Quest: Return to Crookbag Bog (which includes the fate of the Baron 
and his family). Also note you can deal with the tree spirit before beginning Main 


| 


The main path through this cave is blocked by roots, which are immune to Igni, 
so dive under water, swimming counter-clockwise to the continuation of the 
cave. The voice you've been hearing now reveals itself as a cursed tree spirit; 
a mass of pulsating globules and spines, a grotesque and bound creature. 


The Tree Spirit 


‘Quest: The Ladies of the Wood. If you wish to attempt this, meet the ealdorman 

‘of Downwarren once The Whispering Hillock is complete, and inform him that his 
problem is solved. He removes his ear as a gift for the Ladies. In this option, the 
spirit can only be freed from the tree, it won't help the orphans (as you don't know 
about them yet), and the Baron's wife (Anna) is turned into a monster (encountered: 
during Secondary Quest: Return to Crookback Bog). As you cannot choose an 
‘outcome, this isn’t the optimal path to take. 


TREE SPIRIT SAVIOR: 

PREPARATION FOR THE RITUAL 

Agree to help the tree spirit. In retum, the tree spirit assures you it will free the 
orphans, but for that to happen, a rite must be performed. Raven feathers, white 
bones, and a swift steed all are needed in preparation for this ritual, and you've 
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agreed to find them all 
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OBJECTIVE: 


Depart the Ancient Oak via the passage to the north (which is your preferred 
entry point from this moment onwards). Head roughly westward, down the hill 
and into the swamp. You may be waylaid by a bilge hag and other drowner 
fiends. Remove these threats, before searching the objective area for a lone 
grave marker (shown) and loot these bones, not of human born. 


Obtaining a raven 
feather is extremely 
straightforward; you 
should have already 
gathered one from the 
harpy's nest during 

the previous quest 

(The Ladies of the 
Woods) when you were 
searching for the Sealed 
Bottle that gave Johnny his voice back. 


It you didn’t grab the feather as well trek roughly northwest from the Ancient 
Oak, climb up the cliffs to the nest (dealing with any returning airborne foes), and 
gather the feather. 


ITEM: Quest item: Raven's Feather 


OBJECTIVES 


Journey roughly south and a litle eastward, heading for the Crossroads signpost, 
and a hilly area of lush grasslands where the wild horses roam. Dismount if 
you're on Roach, and carefully approach any of the jet black horses. 


Slow down to a creep, 
as these horses are 
‘skittish. Then, use your 
Axii Sign to tame one 
of these mares. Ride 

it back to the Ancient 
Oak, and continue into 
the entrance along the 
north side, by the small 
shrine and gnarled 
lesser oak tree. 


{s the horse whinnying and throwing you off its back? Then methodically move 
towards it, attempt another Axil, and repeat this taming plan unti the fily is 
suitably docile, 


Once inside the cave, 
the roots previously 
blocking your way part, 
allowing you to ride up 
to the tree spirit. Agree 
to start the ritual, and 
complete it using the 
dagger and ingredients 
you provided. The wild 
horse, now containing 
the spirit, vows to free the orphans of the bog, Meanwhile, you can inform the 
Downwarren villagers of your actions. This quest now completes, and The Ladies 
of the Woods continues. Note that instead of completing the ritual, you can 
choose to kill the heart, or even betray the heart, by not feeding the horse with 
blood. In this case the heart will die, without combat, 


TREE SPIRIT SLAYER: 
RETRIBUTION FOR THE VILLAGERS 


E OBJECTIVE 


Vow to slay the tree spirit. In retaliation, the spirit folds its roots and protects 
itself with a magical shield, while summoning a group of endreaga to end your 
days. Fight these vile creatures with your silver sword and magic, and after 
slaying around three endreaga, plunge your blade into the tree spirit itset, 
weakening it. Repeat this process (ideally one more time), until the spirit is finally 
slain. With this evil spirit banished, you can inform the Downwarren villagers of 
your actions. This quest now completes, and The Ladies of the Woods continues. 


Head north, out of the Whispering Hillock and across to where you slew the 
‘werewolf. Stride over to the green-tuniced ealdorman, and let him know the evil 
‘Spirit haunting this place is no more. 


‘# Ifyou freed the spirit, the ealdorman is incredulous; he can't believe you let this 
entity loose to sow its evil across the land. 


‘Ifyou slew the spirit, the ealdorman has a palpable sigh of relief, 


The ealdorman takes the dagger that Gran (Anna) gave you, and returns with an 
offering for the Ladies of the Wood. Take the appendage. 


ITEM: Quest Item: Ealdorman’s Ear 


BEHIND THE TAPESTRY: EVEN LOVLIER IN REAL LIFE 


The ear is placed on an altar stone. Anna is shoved forward by one of three 
grotesque giantesses. Abhorant forms, faces masked, but folds of skin scabbing 
and flapping in the bog breeze. 


— = 
D(CONTINUED) == 


Weavess Browess 
Two witches with too many limbs, and another ear to add to their collection. The 
Ccrones reveal their true forms. They torment Anna, while eying you up and down. 


Whispess 


‘If you freed the tree spirit, the crones lash out at Anna for letting their plump and 
juicy “piglets” escape. 

‘# Ifyou killed the tree spirit, the crones remark on the insanity of Anna, 

‘Now the conversation turns to you. Resist the crones’ advances, and instead ask 

about the woman you seek (after optionally listening to them babble about the 


kids, the tree spirit, and other unsavory chatter. When it comes to Ciri though, 
the crones’ recollections are most vivid. 


Locations: Crookback Bog 
Characters: Ciri 
Enemies: Drowners, Hounds of the Wild Hunt 


THE HUNT CONTINUES 


| OBJECTIVE: 


You find yourself trapped in the swamp water of Crookback Bog, with hounds of 
the Wild Hunt closing in on you 


SPOILER ALERT X 


Fight for as long as you 
must. Unless you're 
particularly skilled, 

itis usually a better 
plan to sprint away, 
heading eastwards, and 
eventually escaping 

the slow-going waters 
of the marshland 
However, Cir is still 
being tracked by the Wild Hunt. 


Back at Crookback Bog village, the crones slowly retreat, stil sure of the the fate 
they have in store for you. Main Quest: Ladies of the Woods now concludes, 


OOD DANGER ALERT 
| SECONDARY QUEST: 
te AND? 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Wandering in the Dark; Secondary Quest: 
Magic Lamp, Secondary Quest: A Favor for a Friend, a 
Secondary Quest: For the Advancement of Learning 

Locations: Kelra’s Cottage, Fyke Isle, Oreton 

Characters: Keira Metz, Vserad, Anabelle, Graham, Alexander 

Enemies: Drowner, Ghoul, Water Hag, Ghosts, Wraiths, 


Plague Maiden (Pesta) 


AHIKE TO FYKE ISLE 


OBJECTIVES: 


‘This quest becomes available once you complete all of the quests related to Main 
‘Quest: Hunting a Witch. Once this quest line has concluded, this becomes available. / 


Its puroly optional, but completing this quest allows you to continue to choose 
Keira’s fate. 
ITEMS: Quest Items: Magic Lamp, Xenovox 


Return to Keira’s cottage, close to the village of Midcopse, and enter Keira’s 
cottage. She is communicating with the dead. After talking about the magic lamp 
she (or you both) uncovered, she requests a small favor from you. She wants you 
to visit the cursed Fyke Isle on Lake Wyndamer (where you appeared at the end 
of Main Quest: Magic Lamp). 


Keira Metz 


The place is now infested with wraiths. The curse supposedly is linked to Vserad, 
lord of these lands, who took refuge there when the Nilfgaardians invaded. Talk 
to the spirits there to find out more; by using the Magic Lamp she hands you. 
After explaining how you use it, she also gives you a Xenovox, with which to 
speak over long distances. 


ANsINVITATION FROM KEIRA METZ 
TOWERFUL OF MICE 


Exit Keira’s hut, follow the path to'a moored boat at the side of the lake, then use 
it to cross to Fyke Isle. Or, you can simply swim there. Feel free to run the boat 
aground at any point close to the looming tower that dominates the istand; or 
stop further away, and bring your sword down on the groups of drowners and 
ghouls that lurk on the path, and close to the standing stones. 


OBJECTIVES 


Cross the remains of 
a defensive boundary, 
watching for a lurking 
water hag. Ascend the 
exterior steps of the 
tower, and slip inside. 


Ground Floor—now 
tring out your lamp and a 
attempt to view your Bee 
first ghost. An apparition 


stands close to the interior stairs, with another on its haunches nearby. They speak 
about the noble, how death is too good for him, and how they must find him atop this 
structure. Also present is the corpse of Vserad, the old warlord of Crow's Perch. They 
comment that he died, and they must find his daughter at the top of the tower. 


Cellar—to the southeast is a door that leads to stairs with a storage room at the 
bottom. Use your Witcher Senses to uncover a pile of dead rats, and some spilled 
blood. Two ghosts are also here, stuck in time guarding the crates, They speak 
about releasing the vermin, and the harm the rats would do to a nearby village. 


CRITICAL PATH 


Upper Floor 1—head back upstairs, and climb more steps to reach the upper 
floor. A formal hearth and fancy tapestries lie strewn about and furniture is, 
scattered around. The ghosts speak as soon as you enter; one named Vserad 
snaps at another named Anabelle about the condition of the peasants. He will 
not hear of their suffering. Then another (Alexander) shouts that intruders are 
through the door. Use your Witcher Senses to spot some strewn hammers on the 
floor; the peasants didn’t ask nicely when they stormed this place. 


Upper Floor 2—this landing area has two small bedrooms and exterior 
crenelations to gather loot from, and a simple ghost who died trying to loot items 
himself. He finds out, to his horror, while much of the treasure is stil left here. 
This corpse is fresh, and it’s the key to a different path when solving this quest. 


Upper Floor 3—a set of five servant beds offer little but discomfort now and in 
the past. 


m™ 
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Upper Floor 4—this balcony area has an interesting set of floor markings that 
you can see using your Witcher Senses. Head over to the lever on the opposite 
(north) wall to open this secret door, and climb the steps inside. 


ALEXANDER THE NOT-SO-GREAT 


OBJECTIVE 


Upper Floor 5—enter a laboratory, and immediately 
check nearby shelf for some notes, as well as 
peering into the giant incubation chambers. Your 
Witcher Senses spot human forms; despicable 
experiments that once writhed inside. 


Gather both notes (for these subjects were used 
to test a cure for a disease called Catriona), and 
inspect the chambers before moving towards a 
gathering of ghostly particles. 


TT EMS: Quest Items: The m: 


The mage Alexander's log, part 2 


Alexander's log, part 


Anabelle's wraith reveals itself to you, telling her tale of woe. Her beloved 
Graham was unable to stop the hordes rampaging up the tower, ready to slay 
all the lord's subjects after Alexander's experiments were discovered. It seems 
Anabelle's love seams to be the key to solving these forlorn hauntings. Her fate 
is tied to the isle, and her forgiving Graham (who failed to save her) may lift the 
curse that binds her. At this point, you have two possible paths to conclude this 
‘quest. You can: 


Agree to help Anabelle gather her bones. Path 1 now begins. 


® Ask about the fresh corpse you found in the tower (as previously indicated in 
this quest; of the looter). Tel! Anabelle you don't trust her, and she becomes most 
angry. Path 2 now begins. 


* If you didn’t find the fresh corpse, simply tell Anabelle you need to look around 
the tower some more. She allows this, but Seals the exit door on the lower floor, 
‘As soon as you attempt to leave, she begins to attack! Path 2 also now begins. 


@ | OOTING BUPNOTPALEING FROM) THE TOWER 


{_ Search the root for items and a great view it you wish, but don’t leap from this 
| uppermost area, as your death is assured! 


PATH 1: THE DISPLEASURE OF A PESTA 


| OBJECTIVE 


Granam 


‘Agree to gather her 
bones. Descend to the 
marsh surrounding the tower (where you may discover another ghost—a villager 
desperate to find someone named Millie). Take the boat, or swim across the 

fake, heading northwards to the fishing village of Oreton. Graham's hut is on the 
western side. Knock on his door, and explain to Graham that Alexander the mage 
attempted to save Anabelle, drugging her to appear dead. She may have survived 
the assault on the tower, but not the rats that gnawed her to death while she lay 
immobile. Though wrecked with guilt, Graham knows what to do as you hand 
him Anabelle's bones. 


ITEM: Quest Item: Anabetle’s Remains 


E OBJECTIVES: 


Sprint off into the woods, until you hear a blood-curdling yel from Graham's hut, 
Head back, and discover his felled corpse still twitching, and Anabelle's ragged spirit 
hovering over him. She disperses; it seems she was a pesta (or plague maiden). 
Once she gains her revenge, take her remains through the water to set her free. 


PATH 2: THE FURY OF A PLAGUE MAIDEN 


, OBJECTIVES: 


Continue to tell Anabelle you don't trust her, and that she's probably the monster 
in the tower, and she lives up to your hypothesis; forming into a more vicious 
plague maiden form of tattered terror. Battle her; after two successful strikes 
she tums transparent, and cannot be struck. She attempts to flee from the tower. 
Head to the lower floor where the exit is. There, on the marshy grounds at the 
base of the tower, you must fight her again. When you “kill” her, she disappears, 
but cannot be stain. 


GUPMATDE 


This pesta is vulnerable against 
the following: 


‘Specter Oi! Yeden 


L OBJECTIVES: 


You speak to Keira through the Xenovox, about Anabelle's love (Graham), 

Keira lets you know where Graham resides. Take the boat, or swim across the 
lake, heading northwards to the fishing village of Oreton. Gratiam’s hut is on the 
western side. Knock on his door, and explain to Graham that Anabelle has taken 
the form of a mournful pesta, but the curse can end if he truly loves Anabelle and 
can prove it. Graham agrees to help. 


, OBJECTIVE 


You reconvene with 
Graham at the entrance 
to the tower. Battle 

two wraiths as you 
enter the structure, 

and ascend up toward 
the laboratory, until 
Anabelle makes her 
appearance. She 
demands proof of his 
Jove (a kiss) and you're unsure this is wise. It doesn't matter to Graham however, 
‘and the two of them embrace. As if by magic, Anabelle's human form is revealed, 
but the coupling topples Graham as he dies on the spot. The curse is lifted, 

but at a cost. 


END: I’M ALMOST INCLINED TO SAY 
“GOOD WORK” 


| OBJECTIVE 


The paths now merge. Return to Keira’s Hut (this is a horse ride heading 
northwest), and explain what happened. As always, Keira knew more than 
she let on. The quest concludes, and Secondary Quest: A Favor for a Friend 
automatically begins. 


DANGER ALERT 


__ SECOND DARY QUEST: A FAVOR I FOR A FRIEND 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Wandering in the Dark, Secondary Quest: 
Magic Lamp, Secondary Quest: An Invitation from Keirz Metz 

Locations: Keira’s Cottage, Hangman’s Alley 

Characters: Keira Metz 

Enemies: Drower, Water Hag, Rotfiend 

Recommended Items: Keira’s Magic Lamp 


PACKAGE FOR KEIRA 


j OBJECTIVES 


This quest is accessible once you have completed Secondary Quest: An Invitation 

| from Keira Metz, and Secondary Quest: A Towerful of Mice. Completing the following 

|} quest allows you to continue to choose Keira's fate. Start the quest by revisting Kelra_| 
| at her cottage deep within the Velenian woods, close to Midcopse. | 
Fyke Isle is free of its curse, thanks to your previous 
questing actions. You can also speak about the 
research Alexander was doing. After you say your 
goodbyes, Keira urges you to stay a little longer, 

she has a small favor for you to complete. A delivery 
of substances from Novigrad hasn't arrived, and she 
hopes you may find it. Start your search at Hangman's 
Alley once any aquatic foes have been vanquished. 


Kolra Met 


With your Witcher Senses, follow the heavy merchant cart tracks southward until 
they leave the road. A lost wheel and debris scattered aver a low ridge is what 
you'll discover, along with a locked box with Keira’s ingredients. 


Close by, a rotfiend is nibbling on the remains of the merchant. After defeating 
this foe, check the dead merchant for a letter you can read 


ITEMS: Qi 


t Items: Package for Keira, Missing Merchat 


BYC’HANE, GVYN, CAEFFYL! 


} OBJECTIVES: 
E 


OANGER ALERT 


eae 


Related Quest: Secondary Quest: A Favor for a Friend 
Location: Fyke Iste 

Characters: Keira Metz 

Enemies: None 


MY INTENTIONS ARE PURE— 
LIKE A VIRGIN’S TEARS 


|) This Quest becomes available once Secondary Quest: A Favor for a Friend concludes. 


> Ifyou chose to have “relations” with Keira during Secondary Quest: A Favor 
| fora Friend, you have an additional conversation choice during your chat =| 


with Keira, regarding this fact. 


Return to Keira at 

her hut, and let her 
know you have her 
ingredients. It so 
happens that these are 
part of a surprise Keira 
has planned for you. 
Aso included are two 
white mares; horses 
transformed from mice 
with a 66.67 percent chance of success. Agree to race Keira on these steeds to a 
meadow where her surprise continues. The race is straightforward, involves you 
following the trail along the mini-map (though you can take shortcuts and force 
your horse to gallop to attempt to beat Keira to her woodland glade). 


END: FRIENDS WITH BENEFITS 


| OBJECTIVE 


At the meal, the 
conversation takes a 
turn for the romantic. 
When Keira becomes 
most forward with 
her advances, you 
have three different 
conversation choices, 
You can 


‘Say you don't have to ask twice. Using your Witcher Senses, you discover a trail 
of Keira’s clothes. You head into the undergrowth (and start to explore...). 
After some writhing, you gaze up at the stars, before you're put to sleep by a 
spell. You awaken with Keira nowhere to be seen, while you stare at Fyke Isle, 


Tell her you're not in the mood. She asks if you have any “performance anxieties,” 
after which you agree to lie and watch the stars. She puts you to sleep with a 
spell, and you wake up staring at Fyke Isle, 


4 Inform her there's someone else. She calls you old-fashioned, you agree to lle 
‘and watch the stars with her, after which she puts you asleep and leaves you to 
waken, staring at Fyke Isle. 


The quest now concludes. 


CRITICAL PATH 


There is a light on atop 
the tower in Fyke Isle. 
Journey to the source of Alexander's experiments, and Keira Metz greets you at 
the base of the stairs. You ask her if she found what she was looking for. Indeed 
she did; notes allowing her to concoct a remedy for the Catriona plague. 
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‘One she plans to take to Radovid in exchange for monies and even the forgetting QUEST CONCLUSION 2: 
of her past associations with the Lodge. At this point, your conversation choices r 
‘matter, You can: THE ADVANCEMENT OF BURNING 


‘Tell her you can’t let her do that (or that you can't believe you had “relations” Keira has a plan to sell her secrets to King Radovid, in return for the ruler sparing 
with her). This more strident attitude does not sit well with Keira, and allows you her life (as he is currently exterminating all the mages of the lands), Agree to her 
to start Quest Conclusion 1. plan, and leave her to be on her way. You don’t hear from her again until Act 3: 


Final Preparations, where you learn she has been burned at the stake at Hierarch 


she ‘ing Radovid tir i 
+ eae seaman beard ee ee ‘Square in Novigrad. During Main Quest: The Great Escape, Tiss asks for your help 


‘ruler, agree with this plan. This results in Quest Conclusion 2. 


in removing her corpse. 
> Tell her itis suicide, This more forgiving nature allows you to start Quest Conclusion 3. 
QUEST CONCLUSION 3: 
THE FATE OF KEIRA METZ THE ADVANCEMENT OF YEARNING 
Be very careful with the conversation choices you make; some of these you can’t Keira tells you to shut up, twirls around, and shows off the bedbugs that bite 
take back! The choices listed here show you how to end this quest either favorably, at night. Bedbugs! This swamp is no place for a member of the Lodge of 
(unfavorably, towards Keira. There are other choices too, but the listed ones are Sorceresses! Tell her “Go to Kaer Morhen.” You let her know to expect a battle 
‘most important. with the Wild Hunt, and that you've been listening to her; Keira wants her dignity 
back. Her performance in the forthcoming battle will show everyone what she is 
QUEST CONCLUSION 1: made of. Ask her “See you at Kaer Morhen,” and she agrees, teleporting away as 
¢ the quest concludes. 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SPURNING 
Keira Metz becomes available to help defend Kaer Morhen during 
Keira becomes increasingly short with you, ending the conversation abruptly, ‘Act 2: Main Quest: The Battle of Kaer Morhen. 


perhaps with a few truths that hit alittle close to home. At any point during the 
Conversation, insist that she hand the notes she made on the plague over to you. 
She isn't about to part with them, and the argument degenerates into a fight. 
Slay Keira Metz (beware of her powerful shield and magical lightning strikes; you 
may need to retreat and use the tower for cover, as well as dodging constantly), 
picking up and burning the notes from her corpse as the quest concludes. 


‘As you might have guessed, Keira Metz is not available to help defend Kaer 
‘Morhen during Act 2: Main Quest: The Battle of Kaer Morhen. 


DANGER ALERT LER ALERT XK 


SECONDARY QUEST: THE FALL OF THE HOUSE OI REARDON & 


‘After finding her notice pinned to a board on your 
travels, journey to the settlement of Lindenvale, and 
search for poor old Dolores Reardon; she's being 
thrown out for non-payment of rent. In fact, Dolores 
isn't that poor; she owns the Reardon manor nearby, 
but the infestation of monsters on the property 
hasn't allowed her to spend her golden years there. 


Related Quests: Secondary Quest: Ghosts of the Past 
Locations: Lindenvale, Reardon Manor 

Characters: Dolores Reardon 

Enemies: Wraiths 


MONSTER IN MY MANOR 


_ Agree to help her rid the manor of her monster Dolores Reardon 
OBJECTIVES problem. Now journey eastwards from Lindenvale to reach the eerity quiet manor 
4 x grounds to begin your search. 
A FEW NEW TENANTS 
} OBJECTIVE 


| : 


|! This quest is accessible once you have completed Main Quest: Imperial Audience. 
However, whether you complete The Fall of the House of Reardon, or start Ghosts of 
|) the Past, hinges on the following: 


Past becomes active. vettzrte 
i ee The manor is strangely empty, but ful of traps, if Letho is alive. Either way, 
|| # PC Only: ts Letho dead in your Witcher 2game? It he is, only The Fall of the || you can complete The Fall of the House of Reardon, whether you finish 


|| House of Reardon is active. ' Ghosts of the Past or not. ; 
iI 


|| # PC, PS4, Xbox One. Without a previous save game? Then Ghosts of the Past | 


\ ‘ PC Only: Is Letho stil alive in your Witcher 2 game? If he is, Ghosts of the ‘© Wraiths lurk in this manor if Letho is dead in your Witcher 2 save game. 


cannot be started, unless you answered your conversation choices with } It doesn't take long to 
General Voorhis during Main Quest: Imperial Audience, and mentioned Letho | _ find the new tenants 
is alive, not dead. Only then can Ghosts of the Past be started. that are haunting this 
| To begin this quest, vst a Notice Boar, such asthe one In Lindemvale, and read the | P*0Perty; four wraiths 
letter marked "Monster in my Manor” are to be searched for 
nuinetmbdiiieeeete and dispatched. 


Look behind, inside, 
and around all the 
buildings as you go. 
Once all of the wraiths 
are dispatched (expect 
four), you may wish to 
make a careful search 
of the premises, 


Optionally, (after 
completing Ghosts of 
the Past) locate the cellar steps on the southern exterior of the main bam, and 
break through the weakened wall in the cellar below using Aard to discover a 
skeleton, Using Witcher Senses, you confirm it was Dolores’ brother Humbert; 
killed here by her husband Roderick. 


DANGER ALERT 


SECONDARY QUEST. 


Related Quests: Secondary Quest: Fall of the House of Reardon, 

Main Quest: The Battle of Kaer Morhen aint 
Locations: Lindenvale, Reardon Manor, Louis’ Hideout, Arnout's Hideout 
Characters: Dolores Reardon, Letho of Gulet, Louis, Arnout Vester 
Enemies: Wraiths, Headhunters (Bandits), Bandits 


A FAMILIAR NEW TENANT 


| OBJECTIVES 


4 This quest is only available if Letho is alive in your Witcher 2 save game 


{PC only), or if you answered that Letho is alive during your conversations 
with General Voorhis at the Palace of Vizima, during the Prologue. 


Remember you can complete both this, and Fall of the House of Reardon, in any 
| order you lke. ; 


It doesn't take long to discover 
any monsters have long since 
fled this place. Instead, the area 
around the farmstead is riddled 
with dozens of well-set traps 
These include the following: 


© Tiip-Wires—a thin wire 
at ankle-height, with an 
explosive charge rigged to set you on fire, or a crossbow ready to puncture you. 


© Explosives—a fiery bomb planted into the earth, ready to explode if you step 
oni. 


FANCY FOOTWORK OR CLUMSY CARNAC 


‘Slow your pace down considerably as you search the manor premises, or you may 
set yourself on fire. Fortunately, the trap locations appear on your mini-map while 
using your Witcher Senses, and all can be disarmed. 


It isn't necessary to disarm all the traps; simply head to the bam on the south 
side of the courtyard, and open it. Drop down and disarm two trip wires, before 
spotting an attic above you. Ahead is a ladder you can prop up and climb to 
reach whoever has been setting these deterents. 


You may be surprised to discover the culprit behind the trap-laying; the man- 
mountain named Letho who you've had previous dealings with. Now he's on the 
run, mentioning an old friend of his named Louis. However, your chin-wagging 
stops as a noise outside indicates his pursuers (Amout Vester's men) have found 
him. You can: 


END: REARDON FAMILY SECRETS 


[OBJECTIVE 


Head to the back comer of the barn where you should utilize your Witcher 
Senses and discover some graffiti with Dolores’ name written on the wooden 
planks of the barn wall (as shown). Check this area for a loose board, which 
reveals a small lockbox. Remove the contents. These treasures are the payment 
Dolores expects you to take. She'll tell you as much if you return to her empty- 
handed. Either way, once you speak with her back in Lindenvale, optionally 
telling her of her brother's murder, this quest concludes. 


ITEM: Reardon Family Treasure 


Lotho of Guiet 


* Choose to let Letho fight the Headhunters himself. 
* Choose to drop down into the courtyard and aid Letho in his fight. 


Afterwards, Letho asks if you'd like to accompany him to find Louis. 


HERE LIES LOUIS 


BJECTIVES: 


Set off on horseback, following Letho as he explains 
his predicaments, and the double-crossing curr that 
you're searching for. It doesn’t take long to follow 
LLetho into Louis’ camp. Louis is accused ot sending 
Vester's men to the Manor, and the conversation 
soon degenerates into blind, ugly violence. Slay the 
five bandits (or watch Letho do it). Afterwards, Louis 
urgles the location of Vester himself, before he Louis 
bleeds out. 


LEAVING VESTER TO FESTER 


S OBJECTIVES 


Letho speaks about Vester as you canter down the 
hill and take the trails to Lindenvale, This guy is a 
piece of work, and he is part of the Nilfgaardian 
underworld. As you reach Lindenvale, watch Letho 
as he rides to some suspicious horses worth more 
than the village. You inform a young child to tell her 
parents to flee from here. 


Arnout Vester 


After an impressive explosion, Vester's men flee 
the bam, while Letho approaches Vester and tells you not to interfere, no 
matter what. Letho intimidates one of Vester's crew into firing a crossbow into 
Letho’s shoulder, but this only causes Letho's simmering fury to come to the 
boil. After a brief and bloody melee, Letho lays on the ground, appearing to be 
mortally wounded, and surrounded by the corpses of Vester's bounty hunters, 
Vester himself is still alive, flanked by the only two other men stil alive 


CRITICAL PATH 
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© You can: 


Simply walk away, failing the quest. Letho is not available during Main Quest: 
‘The Battle of Kaer Morhen. 


+ Permit Vester and his men to leave, but not without first taking Letho's snake 
‘amulet as proof they killed the Witcher. You must talk Vester out of taking Letho's 
head; they settle on the amulet. 


+ Interfere, standing up to Vester and choosing to slaughter him and his men. 


If the two latter choices are made, Letho subsequently reveals himself to be 
poisoned, but still quite alive. Faking his death allowed those hunting him to 
believe Letho was killed, and the snake amulet was proof of this. Of course, 

if you stuck your sword into Vester, there's no one to corroborate this plan, 
which isn't Letho's preference. Either way, you can invite Letho to Kaer Morhen. 
Despite his past atrocities, he may be extremely handy in the battles to come. 


Ghosts of the Past now concludes, Now return to Dolores and finish The Fall of 
the House Reardon. 


PATH 2: DISQUISITION IN DOWNWARREN 


{This quest becomes avaitable once you complete all of the quests related to Main 
Quest: Family Matters, and Main Quest: The Ladies of the Wood. Once both these 
quest lines have concluded, this becomes available. It is purely optional. 


One previous decision during Main Quest: Family Matters has a minor effect on 

{ this quest: 

) 

| # Ifyou chose to visit Tamara in Oxenfur, there are some different 
conversations between her and the Baron during this quest. 


| One previous decision during Main Quest: The Ladies of the Wood has a major effect 
on this quest: 
you elected to kill the tree spirit, the village of Downwarren is intact, and 
both Anna and the Baron's fate play out differently (Path 1), 
|| D> Ityou elected to work with the tree spirit, the village Downwarren is 


destroyed, and both Anna and the Baron's fate plays out differently (Path 2), 
Fears ed 


Enter the marshes and wade your way to the hilly ground and village of Downwarren. The Baron is already interrogating the ealdorman about a band of witch hunters 
that recently passed through, with some lady leading them, and demanding knowledge of her mother’s whereabouts, You must meet up with them at once; there's 
little time to lose! 


enALenT EX X 


RETURN TO CROOKBACK BOG e 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Family Matters, 
Main Quest: The Ladies of the Wood 

Locations: Downwarren, The Orphans of Crookback Bog 

Characters: Ealdorman, Baron Philtip Stenger, Tamara Stenger, 
Graden, Anna Stenger, Baron's Men, Witch Hunters 


Enemies: Drowners, Rotfiends, Water Hags, Fiend, Weavess, 


» OBJECTIVE 


PATH 1: DECIMATED DOWNWARREN 


Enter the marshes 

and wade your way 

to the hilly ground 

and decimated village 
of Downwarren. The 
Baron is speaking to 
the ealdorman about 
this razed hamlet; 
apparently a jet black 
mare with red steaming 
eyes slaughtered the ealdorman’s kinsfolk. You explain it was the spirit of the 
forest that you freed. The Baron isn’t concemed about these peasants, but the 
ealdorman pipes up that a band of witch hunters passed through; with some lass 
leading them, and asking after her mother. There's little time to lose! 


Ud TIME 


{ Actually, you can lose all the time you wish, if you wish to Meditate and prepare for a | 
| protracted battle, which is what is in store. 


OBJECTIVES: 


PATHS 1 AND 2: TOGETHER, 
BUT NOT REUNITED 


Set off in a roughly southerly direction down the hill, and into the misty 
marshland, With the Baron by your side, you may wish to fight small bands of 
drowners, rotfiends, and water hags on your own, or with the Baron's men aiding 
you. Or, you can simply flee past these adversaries, staying on the firmer ground, 
‘and heading straight for the relative safety of Crookback Bog Orphan's Village. 
As you arrive, a group of witch hunters—lead by Graden, who recognizes you if 
you met him in Oxenfurt during Main Quest: Family Matters—is finishing off a 
group of degenerate drowners. You can either help them or watch. 


Phillip Strenger 


ra Strenger Graden 


Ater the fracas, Tamara Strenger approaches. 


Ifyou met Tamara earlier, she recognizes you. 


The Baron attempts 

a reconeiliation with 
her; dificutt at the 

best of times, and 
impossible now with the 
interjection of Graden, 
her new witch hunter 
brethren. Answer any 
questions how you wish 
(go as easy or as harsh on the Baron as you want), before Graden asks where 
the crones are, and the village is searched, 


‘Anna Strenger (bag woman) 


Anna Strenger (mad woman) 


> PATH 1: f you killed the tree spirit, during the quest, Ladies of the Wood, 
‘an addled Anna stumbles out of her hut, babbling incomprehensibly, and 
frightening Tamara. 


[> PATH 2: I you helped the tree spirit, a horrific and monstrous Anna shambles out 
of her hut, turned into this abomination by the crones, 


You must deal with her later, as something monstrous is coming your way. 


PATHS 1 AND 2: FENDING OFF A FIEND 


| OBJECTIVE 


Powerful magic has 
brought forth many 

of the marsh’s most 
ferocious monsters, 
and combat begins 
with drowned dead, 
drowners, and water 
hags to tackle, While 
the ghostly voices of 
the crones echo around 
the bog, a lolloping fiend crashes into the fray, and you should concentrate your 
attacks on this giant of the bog, until it topples into the effluent. 


| The fiend is 
vulnerable against 
| the following: 
Samum Bomb Devil's Puffeall Bomb Reliet Oit 
END: THE FATE OF GRAN 
The fight is over, and Graden thanks you for your mettle, but the crones live 


on and elsewhere, Their plaything, now wretched and barely human, has a 
predetermined destiny (as does the fate of the Baron himself) 


PATH 1: CONVALESCING IN THE BLUE MOUNTAINS 


> The insane Anna is gathered up by the Baron, who vows to take her beyond the 
Blue Mountains, and heal her no matter what it takes. Tamara begrudgingly 
agroes, and the family part ways. The quest (and your dealings with the Baron) 
now conclude, 


PATH 2: CURSED IN THE CROOKBACK BOG 


E OBJECTIVES 


> The monstrous Anna has been cursed. After Tamara pleads with you to help, 
you mention Johnny the Godling might have an answer as to what happened. 
Head northeast into the swamp, clearing Johnny's burrow of any drowners and a 
water hag, and inspect the tat, 


Johnny is missing, Use your Witcher Senses to 
uncover his footprints, Follow the footprint trail east 
and a litte southeast, to a collection of planks and 
posts masquerading as a den, Johnny is hiding 

in there. When you question him about Anna, 

he explains he was with her when the curse was 
cast, as punishment for letting the children escape 
Weavess took a lock of Anna's hair, descended 
into the cellar, and after a while Anna started to 
transform into her current form. Johnny tried to help, but the crones returned, 
and he had to flee. 


Johnay the Godling 


OBJECTIVES: 


Head directly back to the orphan village, and inform everyone. Graden orders the 
crones’ hut opened. Head inside, look to your right tor a trapdoor, and descend 
into the cellar. The earthem cave room is dominated by a huge altar, used in 
black magic rituals. Graden is familiar with such matters, and notes there are 

a number of dolls, woven in with Anna's hair and a keepsake. Only one of the 
dolls symbolizes Anna, and is the key to removing the curse, Inspect each one 
carefully 


Doll with the red bead—Anna wears this around her neck, as do half the 
women from Novigrad to Vengerberg. { 


Doll with the bird feathers—this one reminds you of Philippa Ellhart. 


Doll with the violet hollyhock bloom—the Baron told you this was Anna's i 
favorite flower. 


Doll with the human ear—it probably belonged to a peasant, Anna still has 
both ears intact (just not what's between them). 


Now pick the one you think represented Anna. itis the one with the violet 
hollyhock bloom. 


xxx 


‘® Choose the correct doll, and there is a scream from outside, Anna has returned to. 
her human form, but alas, she is dying. Nothing can be done. 


#® Choose the incorrect doll, and there is a scream from outside. Anna has returned 
to her human form, but is burning alive. The Strenger family are suitably furious, 
but clutch to their grief over a violent outburst toward you. 


z 
é 


The family is torn apart. A distraught Tamara cannot forgive her father, and 
Jeaves for Novigrad with Graden. A shocked Baron tells you to head to Crow's 
Perch for your pay. When you reach the castle, you see that the Baron has ended 
his days hanging from a noose. You receive your reward from the sergeant as 
this quest concludes. 


CRITICAL PATH QUESTS: 


ACT I: NOVIGRAD 


In which three vast territories are thoroughly explored. 


The second is the Free City of Novigrad, under threat from the Redanian army to 
the south, but facing its own internal turmoil, as the emboldened forces of the 
Eternal Fire—allied to King Radovid—and their witch hunter zealots enforce a 
cruel pogrom against the mages. Only the Big Four, of the Novigrad criminal 
underclasses, can offer the help and alliances you need. 
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TOF NOVIGRAD 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Novigrad Dreaming, Main Quest: 
The Nitfgaardian Connection, Main Quest: Destination Skellige 
Locations: Novigrad; Ubbizi Townhouse (Hierarch Squarel, Putrid Grove, 
Brandon and Co Granary 
Characters: Captain Menge, Francis Bedlam (King of Beggars), 
Triss Merigold, Kiuhg, Brandon 
Enemies: Thieves, Drowners, Witch Hunters 


| Even though you are able to commence this Main Quest, which allows you to 
thoroughly explore Novigrad, you are free to start, stop, oF go back to any other part 
of the Main Quest in any of the other major land masses ofthis realm. Your choices 
} are as tolows: 


‘* Main Quest: The Nitfgaardian Connection, and commence the Main Quests across 
No Man's Land (Velen) (see page 156). 


|| + Main Quest: Pyres of Novigrad, and commence the Main Quests across Novigrad 

| this quest). 

| * Main Quest: The King is Dead—Long Live the King (page 219), and commence 

| the Main Quests across Skellige. 

D> Quest starts automatically once Main Quest: Imperial Audience concludes. = 


SS $$$ 


} 


NEW FIRES, AND AN OLD FLAME 


OBJECTIVE 


A CARTOGRAPHIC 


You are about to undertake a series ot quests within the sprawling streets of this 
City-fortress. It would therefore be wise to consult this guide's Atlas to Novigrad 
{or further information on the areas of this place. 


Captain Menge 


Enter Novigrad via any 
of the gates, and head 
into the district known as Glory Lane. Work your way through the cobblestone 
streets to Hierarch Square, where the Captain of the Temple Guard—a callous 
man named Menge—burns a sorceress and a doppler (shapeshifter) at the 
‘stake, in the name of the Eternal Fire. Watch the spectacle if you wish, before 
heading to Triss' last known whereabouts. 


Two looters are ransacking the belongings in the courtyard of the Ubbizi 
Townhouse, where Triss was staying. You're not here for loot (or a fight) so steer 
the conversation into asking who might know of where the sorceress of this 
residence is. They agree that Putrid Grove—where thieves and beggars hang 
‘out—is your best bet; i's where the King of Beggars resides, and somewhere 
‘not even Menge would dare venture. 


Menge himself—and his Temple Guard—decide to take this opportunity to 
arrive, cart away the two looters, and Menge pries you for information on the 
“bitch sorceress” who lives here. Then he departs, keeping an eye on you. 


Optionally enter the townhouse, which has been ransacked, using your Witcher 
Senses to uncover some amulets emanating magic, some of Tris’ clothing, and 
a flower that has sentimental value for the both of you. 


ITEM: Quest Iter 


Jose of Remembrance 


CHATTING OR TRACKING 


} OBJECTIVES 


Look to your mini-map as you walk back into the town square, and find stationary 
targets (beggars and thieves), the latter of which become moving targets (thieves) 
once a crime Is committed. One of the latter has already stolen a purse from a 
bystander, and has disappeared into the crowds, Watch from a safe distance for 
another pickpocket crime to be committed, and follow the thief, Or, feel free to 
ask around, finding a number of beggars that offer a variety of knowledge about 
Novigrad; though not much of itis useful to your current objective, 


CHATTING: THE OLD SOW’S FARROWED PIGLETS 


Head west from your starting location, finding a beggar such as the one perched 
‘on the wooden scaffolding at one of the corners of the square (as shown). 

Start a conversation—you may need to leave and come back again or choose 
another beggar—but always choose the first speech option; don't mention Putrid 
Grove yourself. Eventually, you and the beggar brings up the location on your 
‘own, He describes where Putrid Grove is (in Lacehalls, and neither putrid, nor 
grove), and a possible passphrase to use (“the old sow's farrowed piglets") 
when speaking with the sentry. Simply run to this location (south, and across the 
bridge), to a large and sturdy door. Your quest updates. 


TRACKING: THE DEFT THIEF’S NIMBLE DIGITS 


Begin to follow the 
thief you saw as you 
emerged from the 
townhouse courtyard. 
Or, if you spook a 
thief, or wish to speak 
to a beggar or two 
beforehand, simply 
remain in the square 
Until a thief makes a 
pickpocket, and begins to walk. With keen eyes and mini-map watching, 

you'll soon be able to follow one of these ne’er-do-wells. Tall your thief as he 
heads east, and turns right (south), into an open-air theater (the Butcher's Yard 
Theater), Here, you're waylaid by a beggar attempting to fleece you of your 
crowns. He holds no information on the King of Beggars, so politely decline this 
shakedown, follow the thief east down the alley with the washing and straw hut, 
and drop down to the lower street. At this point, the thief makes a switch; giving 
his loot to a second pickpocket 


> One is a decoy; following him (across the bridge to the south) leads to a short 
‘and rough-and-tumble ambush, where you must fistfight the foes that spotted 
you tailing one of their own. The leader of these thugs, once you knock everyone 
down, mentions a possible passphrase to use to enter Putrid Grove (“the old 
sow's farrowed piglets"). 


‘® 0r, you can follow the fellow with the actual loot, who heads along the side of the 
canal, toward the fishmarket. 


At this point your quest updates: 


L OBJECTIVE 


AHIVE OF SCUM AND FREAKERY 


The location of Putrid 
Grove appears on 

your mini-map. You 

can ignore any other 
beggars or thievery, 
Until you reach the door 
with the hatch. Explain 
your predicament 
(you're a freak), and 
you have a number of 
options to gain access: 


* (Chatting only) When asked for a passphrase, be sure to use the one the 
beggar told you. You're let in. Otherwise, you'll need other plans of infiltration 
(see below), 


(Chatting or Tracking: 50 Crowns) Delve into your pockets, and produce coin 
for the sentry, 


(Chatting or Tracking: Axil Delusion level 2) Request the sentry let you in with 
a spot of mind control. 


Or find a different way into Putrid Grove. 


ALTERNATE ENTRANCE: THE SEWER SLOG 


if none of these options 
to enter Putrid Grove 
appeals, or you lose 
your thief, there is a 
third method of entering 
Putrid Grove. Head 
outside the city walls, 
to the Glory Gate, and 
find the sewer entrance 
under this structure 
(see picture). Enter the sewers with your finest drowner-slaying equipment at the 
ready, since a few of these creatures are lurking down here. Use your Witcher 
Senses (if you wish) to locate a corpse, looting it for a key, 


ITEM: Quest Item: Key to the Storage Room 


The key opens the door to a storage room, which has a ladder to climb 
You surprise a small group of thieves in the den above—they must be fought. 
Once defeated, you may exit into Putrid Grove itself, circumventing the 
gatekeeper entirely, 


} OBJECTIVE 


Francis Bedlam, 
King of Beggars 


Stride into Putrid Grove, and head eastward along 
the muddy alley to the short porch with the lit door. 


Inside, the King of Beggars and Triss Merigold have 
their frank discussion about the flight of sorceresses 
interrupted by your precense. The King bids his 
farewell, leaving you to follow Triss. 


Tiiss Merlgold 


A REFRESHING SWIM IN A FILTHY CANAL 


OBJECTIVES: 


Triss explains her recent predicaments as you 
retrieve your weapons from the sentry, and tell her 
of your search for Girl. Follow Triss northeastward, 
into a store. She asks the proprietor (Kiuhg) for the 
ingredients she ordered. Unfortunately, they lle on 

a canal bed, thanks to Temple Guards increasing 
their presence. Answer how you wish before Klug 
lug escapes the incoming guards, and you do the same 
via a trapdoor into the sewers, 


Help Triss slay a 
wayward drowner, and 
look around your dank 
surroundings using 
your Witcher Senses, 
Triss mentions a draft. 
Look for the torch on 
the central pillar, and 
push in a loose brick to 
reveal a rough passage 
ut into the canal. Follow Triss as you speak about Novigrad and the war. 
She stops under the bridge, and hopes you might find her lost parcel. 


Wade forwards (westward) into the canal water, before diving down and 
attempting to locate the remains of a small boat close to the mouth of the 
canal. Triss’ sack is among the weeds. Surface, then return it to her. 


ITEM: Quest Item: Leather Sack { 


Climb the nearby ladder and follow Triss once more. She crosses the bridge and 
heads east, until she's greeted by a portly fellow named Brandon. 


YOU DIRTY RAT! 


S OBJECTIVES 


Triss has informed Brandon of her powers as a 
sorceress, which makes her ideal to rid Brandon's 
warehouse of his rodent infestation problem. 

During your conversation, it's simply good business 
to request you're paid in advance. Triss mentions 
‘some crystals, which are to be placed around the 
granary where evidence of rats is found. Find three 
‘such locations to set your crystal traps. Use your 
Witcher Senses and look for low, small archways and 
channels, or dead rats, 


Brandon 


Find Triss and talk to her, Make your conversations pleasant or distant, 
depending on how you feel about her. She asks about Yenneter (answer how 
you wish), before your conversation is interrupted by Brandon, and three witch 
hunters. They are here to rid Novigrad of your kind. Slay these thugs, Outside, 
Brandon professes to have been forced into revealing your location. You show 
‘mercy, but fleece the foo! for double the crowns he was paying Triss, 


Triss has a lead regarding an oneiromancer in town (by the name of Corinne Tilly) 
who may have powers to see where Ciri is, Triss leaves your company, telling 
you to visit her in the Bits (near the fish market). Main Quest: Novigrad Dreaming, 
now begins. 
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DANGER ALERT 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Pyres of Novigrad, 

Main Quest: Broken Flowers ss 
Locations: Novigrad; Rudolf de Jonkheer’s House, The Golden Sturgeon 
Characters: Rudolf de Jonkheer, Corrine Tilly, Sarah 
Enemies: None 


You're attempting to find Triss’ contact—Corrine Tilly—who lives in rented 
‘accommodation a short dash eastward along the canal from the Brandon 
Granary. Turn left at the old cart, bound up the stone steps, and stop for a chat 
with Rudolf de Jonkheer. He is a fancy man and the owner of the residence. 
This dandy confirms Corrine is inside the house, but that the building has been 
plagued by ghostly activities—furniture moving, giggling in the night, and an 
Unpleasant present in the parlor. Noticing your swords, he lets you in when you 
ask him, 


Listen for sounds of 
Corrine coming from 
Upstairs, Head up there 
Just in time to she an 
ashen-grey child scamper 
away, while Corrine lies 
on the bed, seemingly 
unable to be woken. 

She mumbles something 
about the attic. 


, OBJECTIVES: 


Ascend to the musty 
attic via the ladder 
while Corrine scolds 

an invisible child 

from inside her own 
nightmare. Use Aard to 
break open the planks 
blocking an entrance to 
a storage room, where 
‘two items lie. Pick them 
both up, then read the note. You realize the ashen-skinned child wants her dolly 
in the crib, Return to Corrine's bedroom, step into a small side chamber off this 
foom, and deposit the doll into the crib. A moment later, a loud bang startles you. 


ITEMS: Quest items: Drawing of a Crib, Rag Doll 


E OBJECTIVES: 


SPOILER ALERT 3X 


The door behind you slammed shut. Pinned to itis 
another child's drawing; this one of an oven and a 
blackened grate. Where did you see an oven? Head 
downstairs, and open the trapdoor to the cellar from 
the room adjacent to the entrance. At the bottom of 
the ladder is an oven. Approach it, and your “ghost” 
pokes her head out; a Godling child named Sarah. 


Speak with Sarah, convincing her that tormenting 
Corrine isn't an agreeable act, and when she starts a little strop when you ask 
her to leave, you have an important choice to make. You can 


Tell her “let's make a deal” and agree to let her stay in the house. Sarah is 
delighted, and tells you she'll wake Corrine up immediately, 


> Tell her “guess I'll have to throw you out, then” and threaten to evict her with a 
whiff of Burdock if she doesn’t end her mischevious ways. If you have Burdock 
(ingredient) on your person, you can use it. If you don't, you need to find a herb 
‘merchant, as it cannot be picked in the wilds, Place the Burdock in the oven, and 
‘bum it: Sarah snaps Corrine out of her stupor, but doesn't like you. 


You've made your intentions clear to Sarah, but the decision is irreversibly made 

‘once you exit the house, and speak to Rudolf (see below). This choice Influences a 
conversation during Main Quest: Bald Mountain (see page 254), } 
— SS Sod 


P OBJECTIVE: 


Corrine Tilly has woken 
from her nightmare. 
You explain how 

she was caught in a 
Godling’s curse, and 
she's thankful you woke 
her. After clearing her 
head at the Golden 
Sturgeon (where she 
rents a room), she'll be 
happy to help you 


Time to leave. On your way out, Rudolf de Jonkheer stalls you, demanding 
answers regarding his ghost. This is the opportunity to help or hinder Sarah the 
Godling. You can: 


> Tell Rudolf the house is still haunted (and lie about it being inhabitable). 
You will meet a happy Sarah again in Main Quest: Through Time and Space 
(see page 264). 


> Tell Rudolf why the house is “haunted” (and tell him it is the work of a Godling). 
You will meet an angry Sarah again in Main Quest: Bald Mountain (see page 254). 


THE DANDELION AND THE SWALLOW 


| OBJECTIVE 


Corrine Tilly 


Follow the canal westward, then head north through a market and short alley, 
and west again toward the Golden Sturgeon Inn. You're not here for revelry. 
Head upstairs and meet Corrine in her dreaming room. Agree to start your 
uided dream. You may tell Corrine as much (or as little) as you like, from the 
following memories: 


* You remember when you and Ciri first met. 
* You trained her at Kaer Morhen 
© You saved her life once. 


* She was there when you died. 


Next, you can inform Corrine as much (or as litte) as you like regarding 
Cir's abilities: 


© Citi is a child of the Elder Blood. 
* Ciri is called the Lady of Space and Time. 
* She had trouble controlling her abilities. 


Just before your dream, you tell Corrine that Ciri must have tried to find another 
friend. The number of secrets you reveal to Corrine isn't important, and you may 
choose either Dandelion, or Yennefer and Triss, to influence your dream. The end 
result is the same: 


You see the poet with a bird (a Swallow) and realize Ciri contacted Dandelion. Upon wakening, you mention this to Corrine who (obviously) knows of the fellow; in fact 
‘someone has just been left the Rosemany and Thyme to him. Let's hope that's not a brothel. However, it is enough of a clue to check out. This quest now concludes. 


Edited 


“ST: BROKEN’ FLOWERS 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Main Quest: Novigrad Dreaming, 
Secondary Quest: Fencing Lessons, Main Quest: Get Junior 

Locations: Novigrad; Rosemary and Thyme; Gate of the Hierarch; 
Vespula’s Cottage; Tretogor Gate; Elihat's Tailor Shop; St. Gregory's 
Gato; Var Attre Villa; 
La Valette Vitla; Vegelbud Residence; Kingfisher Inn 

Characters: Zoltan Chivay; Vespula; Elihal; Marabelta; Rosa var Attre; 
Edna var Attre; Baroness la Valette; General Voorhis; Molly; 
Elza; Priscitta 


Enemies: Vagrants; Bandits, Rosa var Attre, Drowners, Water Hag 


Recommended Items: 1,200 Crowns 


PARTLY SAGE ADVICE AT THE ROSEMARY 
AND THYME 


FO QUESTINGDECISIONS 


‘This quest starts automatically once Main Quest: Pyres of Novigrad, and Main Quest: 
| Novigrad Dreaming conclude. 


You may visit the Rosemary and Thyme brothel prior to completing the 

| aforementioned quests. You'll find a number of ruffians lounging around, making & 

| mess of the place. Conversation attempts are met with curt replies, so Main Quest: 
Novigrad Dreaming is vital to complete first. 


Part of this quest changes depending on your actions in Witcher 2 (PC only), or your 
\ conversation with General Voorhis during Main Quest: Imperial Audience (page 153). 


i If Arjan is alive, your interactions with Luize LaVallette are stightly different. 


eee eS 


F OBJECTIVES 


Zoltan Chivay 


Arriving at the threshold 
to Dandelion’s brothel, 
three ruffians are suddenly extricated from the premises; thrown out by your 
old acquaintance Zoltan. More Vagrants are fleeing down the stairs; give them a 
swift pummelling with your fists to see them off. Speak with Zoltan, explaining 
your need to find Cirl and Dandelion. The owner of this knocking shop has 
‘disappeared too. Perhaps a clue lies around here, somewhere? 


SPOILER ALERT XX 


OBJECTIVES: 


Look for any objects 
that glitter, and use 
your Witcher Sense to 
find the rest. There's 
a variety of objects to 
spot here: 


* Adiploma trom the 
faculty of Oxenturt 
University, hanging 
on one of the walls. 


* ASilver Laurel award from the Annual Balladry Content, hanging on another. 
© Dandelion’s precious lute that he got from the elves of Dol Blathanna. 


Three overly-wrought poetic letters, from different lovers of 
Dandelion’s poetry. 


Barrels of wine. 


* Ahhuge portrait of Dandelion standing over a dead wyvern (which you and 
Zoltan comment on). 


But the important find is Dandelion's appointment and accounts book sitting on 
a shelf under a window. Zoltan snatches the book from you, but gives It back, 
allowing you to access it from your inventory. It contains a wealth of contacts. 
Naturally, almost all of them are female. 


OBJECTIVE 


Make sure you speak with the dwarf before you leave, as he has knowledge 
regarding all the people mentioned in the planner. 


CRITICAL PATH 


* Molly—a chambermaid in the service of Baroness ta Valette. 


© Marabella—a perverse companion of Dandelion’s who referred to him as her 
“stallion”. Speak to Zoltan about her now, and when you meet her, you have 
additional conversation choices. 


* Vespula—an old flame, who threw flower pots at Dandelion. 


Rosa var Attre—a woman with a special name for Dandelion’s "qwyhyt." 
There's also an entry in the planner stating she is looking for a swordplay 
instructor, allowing you to speak to the Captain of the var Attre guards about 
this, later into this quest 


© Elihal—an elven beauty that Dandelion seemed fascinated with, 


Locations of every one of Dandelion’s contacts now appears on your mini-map. 
They can be approached in any order you like, 
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This guide approaches each contact (where possible) from closest to furthest from 
the Rosemary and Thyme, but also in the optimal order for this investigation. 


VESPULA: A DOWNTRODDEN WASHERWOMAN 


| OBJECTIVE 


Head out of the Gate of the Hierarch, and down towards the washerwomen's 
huts down by the river. As you approach, you can hear a group of bandits 
attempting to extort money from Vespula, who is pushed about and knocked to 
the ground. The bandits’ strange attire is related to one of the underworld gangs 
of Novigrad-—Cyprian Willey (also known as Whoreson Junior). You step in to 
prevent a beating, 


Vespula the Washerwoman 


You can: 


® (1,200 Crowns) Pay the bandits what she owes. The bandits begrudgingly take 
the coin, and Vespula is thankful for your generosity. Her laundry shop remains 
open here. 


4 Threaten the bandits with violence, which leads to a fight. If you flee, the bandits 
beat Vespula and demolish her place. When you find her lying on the ground, 
she lets you know what she thinks of your cowardice before the conversation 
continues. If you stay (and don’t flee), you must slay all four of them. Vespula is 
horrified at your savagery, and tells you the thugs’ boss will make her pay for 
this. This forces her to close up her laundry shop, and open up a new one on the 
Oxenfurt outskirts, later into your adventure. 


In both cases, you ask her if she remembers you from the time she kicked 
Dandelion out (through a balcony). She's really had it with him this time; he was 
Strolling along the harbor with a harlot, and frequented the city's bathhouses. 
‘As you depart, she tells you that it would be nice if Dandelion dropped by. 


ELIHAL: AN OPEN-MINDED ELF 


OBJECTIVES: 


little further eastward along the river bank, close to Tretogor Gate, is a modest 
tailor's shop. Enter the store and continue to the back room to find a spry elf 
fanning a high cheek-boned face. You mention you were expecting Elihal to be 
‘one of Dandelion’s girlfriends. 


A moment later, Elihal appears, fancied up in lady attire, and brushing off your 
gender descriptions as irrelevant. You may ask about Elihal’s drunken night with 
Dandelion (your answers can be inquisitive, or verging on offensive without a 
penalty). Elihal és at pains to point out that men aren't of any interest. Elihal's 
thrills are the act of dressing up. 


Elihal mentions Dandelion talked about someone named Kalkstein, an alchemist 
the witch hunters recently burned at the stake in Hierach Square. You part ways 
with Elihal, who you can return for any clothing alterations you wish. 


| Elinal has a number of unique masks, and these are critical during Secondary Quest: 


‘A Matter of Life and Death. Check them out now, or during the aforementioned quest 


MARABELLA: DANDELION’S A REAL FUNGI 
TO BE WITH 


Maravella 


Descend to a lower cobblestone street, and find the thatched-roof cottage that's 
home to a local school. As you enter the door, Marabelia is finishing up a lesson, 
telling a gaggle of disappointed urchins that the rat-catcher won't be coming to 
tell them about his job. She asks you to wait. You can: 


#® Agree to wait, and you stand around until the lesson Is over before speaking 
with Marabella, 


® Refuse to wait, after which Marabella beckons you into the class, and the children 
‘ask you a few awkward questions about Witchers and monsters. 


Afterward, speak to Marabella. Strangely, the topic of conversation is about 

fungi. Dandelion and a bored Marabella spoke of medicine while the fire of 

their relationship winked out. You can optionally mention the poem Dandelion 
wrote about her, which causes Marabella to recite some of her own distinctly 
amateurish poetry about horses. With a clue about fungus, you can bid Marabella 
a farewell. If the kids kept by the Ladies of the Wood are alive, you can see them 
here playing in the yard. 


ROSA VAR ATTRE: DOUBLE TROUBLE 


OBJECTIVES: 


The imposing Var Attre residence is well-guarded and, if you approach slowly, 
you can hear talk between the guards about a gap in the gardens that you might 
be able to slip through to gain entry into the house, However, a straightforward 
approach is also possible. Before any infiltration occurs, speak to the Guard 
Captain. You can: 


# Pretend to be a cook, or mention your profession as a Witcher. Neither allow 
you to progress into the residence, forcing you to enter surreptitiously from the 
gardens or sewers. 

% Ifyou listened to Zoltan (by asking him for more information on Rose), you have 


the option of introducing yourself as Rosa's new fencing instructor. The gullible 
guards allow you in through the front door! 


INFILTRATION: 
THIS IS FREDERIC FRANCIS DE BERGERAC 


ROBJECTIVE: 


t 


With no other option, pick one of two infiltration 
locations: 


The Gardens—Run left (roughly north), keeping the 
curved stone perimeter wall of the var Attre villa on 
your right side, until you reach some rugged rocks 
at the end of the wall, close to an angel statue. With 
a few clambering maneuvers you should be able to 
work your way to the cobblestone rear grounds of 
the residence. 


Edna var Attre 


The Sewers—Find the sewer grate close to the stairs, and jump down, 
wading through a few flooded chambers to face drowners and a water hag 
(who summons more drowners). This path is more taxing due to the revolting 
enemies, Simply follow the sewer to the exit, accessing the rocks to climb up 
and Into the rear grounds of the residence. 


Once inside the perimeter, you're promptly discovered by a young woman in 
a fancy flowing dress. The guard captain recognizes you, but Edna var Attre 
(the sister of the woman you seek) covers for you, telling the captain you're a 
nobleman with a suitably pompous pseudonym. You tell him you're here as a 
sword instructor, and the captain reluctantly tells you to follow him into the villa 


INSTRUCTOR: GRAB A WOODEN SWORD, 
LEARN TO ATTACK 


) OBJECTIVES: 


Follow the guard captain inside, to the top of the cellar stairs. When prompted, 
take one of the wooden practice swords, equip it so you aren't striking the 
ambassador's daughter with cold steel, and descend to a large practice 
chamber below. 


ITE 


A: Quest Item: Wooden Sword 


f OBJECTIVE 


Rosa var Attre is already waiting to begin the lesson, and a brief display of 
‘sword prowess is needed (you can win or lose, depending on your pride and 
conversation choices you wish to make), After the first bout, you explain you're 
here on business other than swordplay. Feel free to embellish your chatter 
with flirtacious conversation choices, then ask about Dandelion. Rosa denies a 
Telationship; it seems her twin sister may have led Dandelion on after he was 
hired to play the lute. 


After a second bout (which may be won or lost), assuming you beat Rosa, she 
asks if you're interested in giving her some private lessons. Answer “gladly” and 
‘Secondary Quest: Fencing Lessons becomes active in your future. 


At this point, Edna (Rosa's twin) enters the chamber, and explains her mischief- 
‘making (wooing Dandelion in Rosa's name) and the two start to squabble. 


‘Separate them with light or gruff requests, ask about their backgrounds if you wish 


(including the Nilfgaard and their stay in Novigrad), before steering the conversation 


back to Dandelion. He gave strange quizzes after visiting the graves of celebrated 


Oxenfurt professors, especially someone named Margrave Henckel. He also praised 


a female troubadour with a melodious Koviri accent, named Callonetta. 
‘As you leave, Rosa pays you, and asks again about more lessons. 
# Agree, and Secondary Quest: Fencing Lessons becomes available. 


‘# Answer that you're not interested, and Secondary Quest: Fencing Lessons cannot 
be started. 


MOLLY: OFF TO THE RACES 


| OBJECTIVES 


Move toward the La Valette residence (opposite 
the Var Attre's, on the opposite side of the round 
plaza near St. Gregory's Bridge), and approach 
the imposing villa. A surly guard is waved away 
‘as the Baroness herself is exiting the building, 
‘accompanied by General Voorhis, who you met at 
the Emperor's castle. 


Baroness La Valette 


> It Arjan is dead in Witcher 2—the Baroness recognizes you as the man who 
‘murdered her son, and treats you with cool detachment and derision. You ask 
about Molly; who profited from Arjan's death as she is no longer a maid, having 
‘married the Baroness’s nephew. They are currently at the home of the Baroness's 
dear friend Patricia Vegelbud. 


‘> If Arjan is alive (or you have no save game) from Witcher 2, the Baroness 
introduces you to the general, but there is no need—you've already met, You ask 
about Molly and the Baroness says her maid-servant is currently at the home of 
her dear friend, Patricia Vegelbud. 

Voorhis seems quite pleased at this and beckons you to ride with them to the 

races they were setting out for. 


JOCKEYING FOR POSITION WITH 
GENERAL VOORHIS 


TIVES 


| OBJEC 


Agree to accompany them, and you reach the Vegelbuds' residence automatically. 


‘> Find your own way there, and you reach the Vegelbuds’ residence at your own 
pace, via a horse ride or Fast Travel. 


Head across the manicured lawns of lavender, to a finely-constructed race 
tribunal for an audience of dozens. Locate the baroness and general, then 
speak about the horse racing and the general's knowledge of horses, Before the 
conversation gets underway, remember the following: 


‘® General Voorhis is hoping you'll accept his light-hearted challenge to a horse 
race. f this interests you, be sure you thoroughly quiz him about every one of 
the horses (“know much about the others”), since his hubris allows you to learn 
which filly is the finest. 


‘You can politely insist on not racing, after which the baroness points you in the 
direction of Molly. 

‘e 0',you can pick any horse from the following list: Cantaelt, Nemrod, Chestnut 
(Thunderbolt), and The Zerrikanian bay. They areal similar in their Stamina, 
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When the race begins, be sure you use your galloping, Sign befuddlement using 
‘ard, and other techniques you've leamed during your time in the saddle. Follow 
the marked path around the grounds, and canter to victory! Another rider (who 
is easily passed), Voorhis (who is difficult to beat), or you can win. if you're 
Victorious, Voorhis awards you with a special saddle: 


ITEM: Quest 


Cavalry Saddle 
‘When you're ready, talk to Molly, who is sitting on the elevated seating near to 
the Baroness. 


® If Arjan is dead in Witcher 2—the newly-minted Lady la Attard introduces 
herself politely. 


> If Arjan is alive (or you have no save game) from Witcher 2—the house servant, 
‘Molly, introduces herself with reverence, 


Molly recognizes you from Dandelion's tall tales. Alas, she has no idea where 
Dandelion is, but mentions his blond-haired “sister.” This is strange since he has 
no siblings you're aware of 


Hf you already visited all the other contacts, you realize Molly is probably 
speaking about the female troubadour, Callonetta 


FINDING PRISCILLA: SENTENCED TO AN 
EVENING OF POETRY 


E OBJECTIVE: 


DANGER ALERT 


OOO 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Broken Flowers, Main Que: 
Reuven’s Treasure, Secondary Quest: The Gangs of Novigrad, 
Secondary Quest: Honor Among Thieves, Main Quest: Cirl’s Story: 
Visiting Junior, Main Quest: A Favor for Radovid, Main Quest: 
The Play's the Thing, Secondary Quest: Redania’s Most Wanted, 
Secondary Quest: An Eye for an Eye, Secondary Quest: Collect “em All! 
Locations: Bathhouse (Novigrad), Electors’ Square, Whoreson’s 
Hideout, Whoreson’s Casino, Vilmerius Hospital, Whoreson’s 
Arena, Cleaver's Hideout, Putrid Grove. Temerian Partison Hideout 
(Gustfields), Novigrad Bridge (Oxenfurtl, Oxenfurt Chess Club, 
Whoreson’s Estate, Oxenfurt Port, HMS Oxenfurt-Tretogor 
Characters: Happen the Eunuch, Francis Bedlam (King of Beggars), 
Carlo “Cleaver” Varese, Sigi Reuven (Sigismund Djikstral, 
Cleaver’s Henchdwarf, Card Players, Igor the Hook, Vernon Roche, 
Ves, Roche's Followers, King Radovid V, Redanian Soldiers 
Enemies: Whoreson’s Henchmen, Whoreson’s Bouncers, Bandits, 
Whoreson's Dealer, Gustav Roene, The Hairy Brothers, Wyvern, 
Endregas, Boris the Bear, Cyprian Willey (Whoreson Junior} 
Recommended Item: 300 Crowns, Axii Delusion Level 3 


|| This quest starts automatically once Main Quest: Broken Flowers concludes. 
You have a new lead—during her time in Novigrad, Ciri met with a bandit named =| 
Whoreson Junior. You need to find him, discover what happened, and hopefully not 


be caught up in the gang wars plaguing this city. ” 


Priscilla 


Return to the Rosemary and Thyme to meet Zoltan. He is training his pet parrot, 
Polly, though you're sure it's an owl. The conversation moves to Dandelion, and 
you mention the mysterious troubadour, Zoltan realizes you mean Priscilla, an 
infatuation of Dandelion’s, She plays with a troupe nightly at the Kingfisher Inn, 
You agree to head there at sundown. 


The inn is the imposing brick structure just northeast of the Ubbizi Townhouse. 
You should reach the alley entrance and meditate until sundown before entering. 
Priscilla is tuning up her lute, and takes her place on the stage, singing ballads 
toa mainly appreciative audience. This is an apt description, as the slewing 
bandits during your stay at the Inn at White Orchard, while progressing through 
Main Quest: Lilac and Gooseberries, results in you being recognized. Elza the 
innkeeper stands up and loudly accuses you of murder. The crowd grows 
restless, but you aren't challenged, and Priscilla beckons you over. 


QUEST CONCLUSION: RAISING A RUCKUS 
BUT LEAVING LITTLE TRACE 


It seems Dandelion hasn't spared Priscilla any details about telling her your story, 
but you're here on more important matters than your love life, Priscilla tells you 
Dandelion has planned a heist against an underworld boss named Sigi Reuven, 
but hasn't been seen since, He's definitely crossed Whoreson Junior (the biggest 
metaphorical prick in Novigrad), and another of the four bosses that controls the 
seething underbelly of the city (the others are Carlo “Cleaver” Varese and the 
King of Beggars). As the quest concludes, you decide that finding Whoreson and 
Sigi Reuven are your best options. 


SPOILER ALERT XK 


FIRST EVER BARNEY WITH YOUR P- 
HANGIN’ OUT 


| OBJECTIVES 


Nike 


Happen the Eu 


Head to the bathhouses in the central part of Novigrad's main city district. Be 
sure you find the entrance underneath the sloping, torch-lit street above you, 

off the small circular park area. After banging on the door, you're told to walt. A 
while later, Eunuch Happen motions you to the dressing room, where you need 
to disrobe. Simply access one of the dressers and deposit your equipment. You 
appear wearing only a towel. Stroll through the bathhouse, optionally listening or 
talking to any of the courtesans along the way. Happen stops by the carved door 
and steam area. Open the door. 


Sigh Reuven 


(Sigismund Ojikstra) King of Beggars 


A trio of sweaty men with faces like slapped arses are meeting, with one of them 
(a dwarf named Cleaver’) intent on murdering a man named Whoreson Junior, 
After a less-than pleasant greeting by Cleaver, answer him how you wish, before 
speaking with “Sigi Reuven’, or as you already know him; Sigismund Djikstra. 
Your chat Is interrupted by screams from the bathers; assassins have entered 
the bathhouse! 


| OBJECTIVE 


Expect about 10 of 
Whoreson's henchmen 
to storm the bathhouse. 
You've grabbed a 
temporary weapon, 

so watch your lack of 
defenses and utilize 
your Signs more than 
normal during this 
‘combat. Afterward, 
Dijkstra apologizes for his lack of security. Cleaver reckons you might have been 
responsible for the attacks. Answer however you wish, letting the three of them 
Know you wish to speak to Whoreson (and hopefully before Cleaver lives up to his 
nickname), You can also speak with Cleaver, who tells you to visit him if you're 
inclined to help his dwarves usurp Whoreson’s encroachment into the underworld 
{gangs of this city. This begins Secondary Quest: The Gangs of Novigrad. 


NONE OF THIS SWINGING YOUR STEEL 
C--K ABOUT 


You dress, and meet 
Dijkstra in his office. 
Reminicing about your 
last encounter (where 
you hobbled him) 
Answer him how you 
wish (apologetic or 
otherwise), then glean 
information about 
Whoreson—Cleaver 
should be left alone in his vendetta against Whoreson, while you discretely delve 
into his operations. Feel free to ask avoiding the war with Whoreson, about 
Dijkstra's past, but mainly about Whoreson’s grip on the city: 


© He owns a gambling den; the largest casino in town, It's near the city's wall 
and towers, in The Bits District 


‘He runs an illegal fighting arena in the city's bowels. i's in the sewers 
beneath Gildorf, but you'll have to enter through the Bits, 


'* He has a house in Novigrad, too, but he isn't likely to be there. It's located on 
Temple isle to the north, 


CONDARY QUEST: Tt 
Locations: Cleaver's Hideout (Novigrad), Whoreson’s Casino, 
Whoreson’s Arena 
Characters: Carlo “Cleaver” Verese, Cleaver’s Henchdwarves 
Enemies: Whoreson’s Thugs 


These are the three locations (and related quests) you must concentrate on 
exploring once the conversation with Dijkstra concludes. However, there is other 
business to attend to; after telling him you're off to look for Whoreson, you can: 


‘* Ask about Radovid (he isn’t in contact with the ruler), and Philippa Eilhart 
(a sorceress who Radovid blinded and who Dijkstra hopes is rotting), 


‘Speak about Dijkstra's previous occupation as a master spy, and his 
transformation into a master criminal. He tells you they offer similar job perks 
and satisfaction. 


Ask about Dandelion; after some Grade-A sarcasm, he reckons Dandelion is 
dead. Answer him how you wish regarding a possible beef between them, and 
Dijkstra offers a surprising annoyance at the standard of Dandelion’s recent 
poetry. After this additional sarcasm, Dijkstra says he has other problems to 
worry about. Problems you might be able to help him with: This allows you to 
begin Main Quest: Count Reuven's Treasure (page 194) 


CLEAVER CLEANED IT OUT 


» OBJECTIVES: 


Either swim or cross 
the bridge into Temple 
tsle—the northern 
island of Novigrad 
where the ominous 
Eternal Fire temple is 
located. Step to the 
front entrance (the rear 
door is locked) and 
you'll see Cleaver's. 
henchdwarves are already guarding the place. Dammit! Step inside to a scene 
of recent chaos. Cleaver has ransacked the place. Stoop down and inspect the 
scattered papers 


Now head up the stairs and use your Witcher Senses to find: 
* Scattered clothing near a wooden bathtub; the dwarves were thorough. 


* Check the forceps and other equipment on the wall, The place has been 
scrubbed clean. 


Up on the attic floor is some minor loot, but the dwarves have taken almost 
everything of value, Talk to any of the dwarves, and expect sharp and brusque 
responses. This has been a dead-end. 


|| At this point, Main Quest: Get Junior continues as your primary Man Quest. 
| However, as you uncover more information on Whoreson Junio, you have the option 
to interact with three infamous characters: 

* Carlo “Cleaver* Varese—Secondary Quest: The Gangs of Novigrad. | 
| * Francis Bedlam—Secondary Quest: Honor Among Thieves (once his spy has been 
| uncovered during Main Quest: Get Junior). ] 

/ 


|. * Vernon Roche and King Radovid V—Main Quest: A Favor for Radovid, 


This guide flags when these related quests are active, since they run concurrently 
‘with Main Quest: Get Junior. They are optional, but should be undertaken as they | 


‘appear if you want to complete them. Make sure you click between the objectives In 
‘these different quests within your Quest Menu, 


CRITICAL PATH 


E GANGS OF NOVIGRAD 


HELPING THE SMALLEST OF THE BIG FOUR 


OBJECTIVES 


187 


188 


| This quest stars once you vst Cleaver inhi headquarters, adlacent to Herarch 
‘Square, and agree to help him in finding Whoreson. f you already visited (and 
ransacked) the casino or arena, or you visited Cleaver, but didn’t use his dwarven | 
henchmen, you don’t receive the back-up during the first part of this quest. However, | 
the quest doesn't fail; simply tell Cleaver you've cleared out the casino and arena 
| already, then ask him for help. The following (optiomal) path pre-supposes you ; 
, speak to him before this occurs, 


Journey to the Hierarch Square, then locate an 
unassuming building on the northwestern comer of 
this area; however, the entrance is difficult to find. 
Approach from the south, heading north through 
the stone archway, up the steps, and enter by the 
leaded windows. 


As you arrive, Cleaver is interrogating a hired thug, 
with predictable results. Then he sits you down at a Car 
feast table to talk. He's about to send his men to Whoreson's hideouts. 

He wants you to lead his dwarves into these locations, and drag the bastard 
out of his hidey-hole. Agree if you want to continue this quest. Cleaver tells you 
more about: 


Cleaver” Varese 


* Whoreson’s casino in Gildort. 
© The arena beneath the Bits. 


His lads will be waiting near both locations. Your quest updates with the 
following objectives 


OBJECTIVES: 


if you want the help of Cleaver's dwarves during your investigations of the casino 
and/or the arena, check your mini-map. Run to the indicated location (usually 
close to the objective), where a group of Cleaver's henchdwarves are waiting 
your orders. Tell them to come with you and the objective updates. 


Now, when you head into either of Whoreson's locations, you forgo any 
Conversations and “investigations,” and simply charge in with your dwarven 
friends providing additional back-up. 


Wait! At this point, you may have progressed through Main Quest: Get Junior to a 
besgatpey 


|) + Atready visited and completed your investigation (an fight) ofthe casino, 
| Gleaver's dwarves are only available at the arena. 


|| # Already visited and completed your investigation (and fight) at the arena, 
|| Gleaver’s dwarves are only available near the casino. 

| ityou visited and completed both the casino and arena objectives, no 
| dwarves are available. 


| The following pian of attack is shown “out of order”, and is an example of bringing 
* Cleaver's dwarves into the arena instead of infittrating it on your own, It is the 
“violent” plan, and purely optional, : 


Choose this option if 
you favor fighting over 
talking, but also if you 
aren't confident you can 
handle multiple foes on 
your own. 


Afterward, don't forget 
to retum to Cleaver to 
tell him what happened. 
Do this before you head 
off to meet Vernon 
Roche for the first time. 
Once either (or both) 
locations are devoid of 
Whoreson's men, this 
quest concludes. Should 
Main Quest: A Favor for 
Radovid commence, 
and you failed to speak 
to Cleaver for a final 
time (or at al), this quest fails once you emerge from the Oxenfurt chess club. 


ITEMS: Casino Reward: Sword: 


rad, 


Arena Reward: Armor: Freya's Warriors’ Armor 


CASINO: LET'S MAKE A DEAL 


OBJECTIVE: _ 


‘You may be undertaking Secondary Quest: The Gangs of Novigrad, at this point. | 
i if you've met Cleaver at his hideout, and agreed to help the dwarves slay as many of ; 
‘Whoreson's men as possible, you can plan an attack with some back-up, as one of 
| the "Vulgar Violenace” options (see below). 


Your next port of call 

is the underground 
gambling den Whoreson 
is running in the 
dilapidated Gildort 
District, over on the 
eastern side of the city. 
The entrance is guarded 
by two of Whoreson's 
bouncers. Talk to these 
tattooed clowns, who tell you this is an invite-only establishment. You can: 


© Make a deal: They laugh at you, and prevent you from entering the casino. 


UNIOR « ONTINUED) 


‘© Threaten them. This tums into violence, and means your entire Investigation 
of the casino occurs using your steel sword rather than subtle. 


(200 crowns) Bribe them with a bag full of money. This works, unsurprisingly 
© (Axli Delusion Level 3) Flummox them into letting you in, and wishing you luck. 
There are two main ways you can complete this objective: 


> Peace and Prosperity: You can use cunning and Gwent-playing prowess, and be 
careful during conversation choices not to arouse suspicion. If you win a round 
‘of Gwent against two of the casino patrons, the dealer invites you upstairs to a 
VIP room, 


‘Vulgar Violence: You can simply use combat to solve your problems, either with 
Cleaver's dwarves backing you up, or on your own after making an aggressive 
conversation choice. This leads to a pitched battle throughout the casino with 
Whoreson's men. 


PEACE AND PROSPERITY: ON THE CARDS 


E OBJECTIVE 


Assuming you didn't start a fight already (if you did, we'll get to that in a bit), 

the patrons aren't particularly friendly, while Whoreson's henchmen aren't talking 
to the likes of you. The dealer at the front desk is also evasive—don't ask for 
Whoreson, or the situation turns violent. Instead, head up the stairs, past the 
strumpet and peasants, then sit down with a card player. 


Pull up a bench 
opposite any of the 
players waiting for a 
Gwent opponent. 


* One of the players 
tells you this is a 
high stakes game. 


* One of the players 
tells you he doesn’t 
play with plebs 


* One of the players doesn't ike Witchers, 


Do not, under any circumstances, tell them you're here to see the owner, 
mention Whoreson, or be impolite (or the situation turns violent). Be respectful 
during conversation choices, and when the opportunity presents itself, start a 
game of Gwent with the player. Now all you need to do is win! Beat two of the 
players once; emerge victorious in both games of Gwent. 


Yd ITSONTHECARDS 
Not mastered this ancient dwarven card game? Then consult the Gwent tactics 

‘on page 92. Remember that you can win some rare cards and monies from each 
‘opponent, and hone your Gwent game, making this the preferred course of action. 
This, in turn, helps you in your Gwent Secondary Quest: Collect ‘em All! (page 486), 


GWENT 


Once all three players have been bettered (and you 
can try to beat them as many times as it takes to 
win), Whoreson's dealer steps in and asks it you're 
interested in a special high stakes game upstairs. 
Hmmm... unless you're mistaken, this looks like 
an interrogation room. \t seems Whoreson is on to 
you, no matter how non-violent you were! Instead 
of being tortured, you must now resort to savage 
swordplay and vanquish every enemy throughout 
this casino! A Vulgar Violent outcome is imminent! 


Whoreson's Dealer 


VULGAR VIOLENCE: SHORT ODDS 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Visiting Whoreson’s casino ends in combat no matter how careful or respectful 
you try to be, Prepare for battle when one of the following activities occur: 


# You visit Cleaver (Main Quest: The Gangs of Novigrad), agree to slay every one of 
Whoreson's men, meet up with a group of dwarves prior to visiting the casino, 
‘and launch an all-out strike at this establishment without worrying about a game 
of Gwent. Attack! 


# You speak to the bouncers, dealer, or any player outside or inside this gambling 
den, and mention you want to speak to Whoreson. This causes suspicion, and 
you're deemed a threat. Fight! 


# You manage to complete three games of Gwent, you're taken upstairs, and 
instead of a high stakes Gwent game, Whoreson's thugs try to torture you. 
Big mistake! Slaughtering time! 


DANGER ALERT 


SECONDARY QUE 


Locations: Putrid Grove [Novigrad) 
Characters: Francis Bedlam, King of Beggars 


| 


You will face about 12 opponents (Whoreson's men, bandits, and bouncers) during | 
|), this attack; three on the ground floor, six on the Gwent game floor, and three in the 
|) upstairs interrogation room. Expect a much easier fight with Cleaver’s dwarves 


t backing you up (but less XP rewarded as there are tewer kills) 


CASINO CONCLUSION: RICO THE SQUEALER 


L OBJECTIVES: 


Once the massacre is over, return to the top-floor interrogation room, and locate 
the bound halfling with serious facial contusions. After some attemps at wit, Rico 
tells you he was mistaken for one of Bedlam's moles. He's learned Whoreson is 
working with the Redanians. At the end of the chat, choose to let Rico go. Even 
though you may not trust him, Rico is an ally of Bedlam (the King of Beggars), 
and he tells you to visit him for a reward after you cut Rico's bonds. This begins 
Secondary Quest: Honor Among Thieves. Main Quest: Get Junior continues. 


Before starting this new quest, head back to the Bathhouse, and visit Dijkstra 

in his library office. There's a wealth of conversation options here (about your 
investigation progression, Dijkstra's own contact with Radovid, and chats about 
Radovid plucking the eyes out of the sorceress Philippa Eilhart), but tell him that 
Junior is working with the Redanians. Answer how you wish, You ask Dijkstra if 
he has a contact among the Redanians. He doesn't, but you do! Remember the 
former commander of the Biue Stripes? Vernon Roche! He's holed up ina camp 
near Oxenfurt 


‘At this point, you have multiple objectives to be completed in any order, You can: 


| © Continue Main Quest: Get Junior and visit the arena, | 
* Continue Main Quest: Get Junior and visit Vernon Roche. / 

* Continue Secondary Quest: The Gangs of Novigrad, visit Cleaver, and claim your . 

reward (see above). | 

i} © Start and conclude Secondary Quest: Honor Among Thieves and visit : 
Francis Bedlam, King of Beggars. 


CRITICAL PATH 


This quest starts only after you free Rico the Halfling from Whoreson’s casi 


BEGGARS’ BELIEF 


L OBJECTIVE 


{ORESON’S HENCHMEN: ACTIVE 


Beware! Expect to fight at least eight of Whoreson's thugs as you ross the city, from 
this point onward. 


189 


190 


‘Trek across Novigrad, moving to the hideout of Francis Bedlam, which is at the Putrid Grove where you first met Triss during Main Quest: 
Pyres of Novigrad. Knock at the door and inform the sentry that you're here to see Bedlam (or enter via the sewers). Enter his residence, 
‘and speak to Francis, telling him his halfling sang like a Swallow. However, the little fellow is still alive, and the promised reward is 


handed over as this quest concludes. 


ITEMS: Quest Items: Mastercrafted Sitver Swore 
Cidarian Gamberson, Cured Leather (5) 


Francis Bedlam, 
King of Beggars 


= You may be undertaking Secondary Quest: The Gangs of Novigrad, at this point. 

| ! you've met Cleaver at his hideout, and agreed to help the dwarves slay as many of 
Whoreson's men as possible, you can plan an attack with some back-up, as one of 
tho “Senseless Slaughter” options (see next page). 


Your next area of 
investigation is 

the subterranean 
‘sewer section in the 
Bits district, which 
Whoreson Junior has 
turned into an illegal 
fighting arena, Head to 
the northeastern part 
of the city. The gated 
entrance is guarded by two of Whoreson’s bouncers. Speak to these inked idiots, 
who aren't about to let the likes of you in here. You can: 


(100 Crowns) Bribe them with a bag full of money. This works, unsurprisingly. 


(Axil Delusion Level 3) Flummox them into letting you in, telling them you're 
here to fight. 


(Invitation) Wander The Bits District, looking for a poor fellow in this 
impoverished slum being set upon by thugs. Expect the fracas in the area 
Close to the arena entrance, and the Vilmerius Hospital, Loot the corpse of 
this victim—a man named Zdenek, who you may remember trom previous 
adventures—and show this invitation to the bouncers. 


Threaten them. This turns into violence, and means your entire investigation 
of the arena occurs using your steel sword rather than subtety, 


There are two main ways you can complete this objective: 


> Arena Agitator—You can speak to the man in charge of the arena; Igor (also 
‘known as Hook). Then you can face a variety of opponents in combat for prestige 
‘and coin, before concluding your investigation. 

> Senseless Slaughter—You can simply use combat to solve your problems, 
either with Cleaver's dwarves backing you up, or on your own. 


ARENA AGITATOR: A MURDEROUS MUTANT! 


Descend the sewer steps, through two gates, and listen to the henchmen talking 
about the proposed fights scheduled in the arena. Head south, passing some 
fisstech addicts, then head east passing a locked gate on your left, passing 
guards and gaining an audience with igor himself. You tell him you need work; 
perhaps as protection. igor seems interested. 


RYCONTINUE 


ED) 


Don't mention Whoreson's name, but otherwise 


answer however you wish. He wants to test your 
mettle. Survive three bouts in the arena, and you'll 
be put fo work. Agree to this. You have time to 
prepare after agreeing. 


Igor the “Hook 


iy MEDITATIO 


1ON 


Feel free to prepare and meditate for a number of (sanctioned) fights to come, 
before visiting igor himself. 


You appear in the arena (and there is no escape). Igor whips up the crowd with 
talk of your murderous nature, and then introduces your opponent(s): 


Bout #1: Gustav Roene: A hardy man, but with little combat prowess. You can: 
© Swiftly kill him. The crowd goes wild. 


‘® Spare him as he has three children. The crowd isn’t happy, but Gustav is; 
he helps you during all the subsequent bouts! 


Bout #2: The Hairy Brothers: Two Skelligers who are double the trouble. 
Although you may yell at the last remaining brother to yield, he Is too proud, and 
must be slain. The crowd goes apopleptic with bloodlust! 


Bout #3:A Wyvern appears, and must be brought down to earth with a thug 
(and possibly a Sign or crossbow bolt), Dodge, weave, and watch that breath! 
The mob is freaking out! 


Bout #4: Wait, wasn’t this three rounds? Well, you're tested with a pair of 
Endrega. Consult the Bestiary chapter of this guide if slaying these terrible 
insects is beyond your competence. 


Bout #5: Boris! A large 
lumbering bloodthirsty 
bear pads out to maul 
you. Return the favor, 
and expect a protracted 
combat. End him, and 
you conclude your 
career as a pit fighter. 


AAs the applause dies 
down, a figure appears 
on the balcony above. He introduces himself as 
Cyprian Willey, known to most as Whoreson Junior. 
Answer as you wish. Whoreson is about to leave 
when Igor comes running into the arena. Cleaver's 
dwarves are in the tunnels! Whoreson orders all of 
them killed. Along with you! Instead of a peaceful 
solution, you must now resort to brutal bloodshed 
and slay every enemy throughout this sewer! 

A Senseless Slaughter is inevitable! 


Cyprian Willey 


SENSELESS SLAUGHTER: A MASSACRING MUTANT! 


f, OBJECTIVE 


Exploring Whoreson's 
arena ends in combat 
no matter how careful 
or respectful you try 
to be. Prepare for 
battle when one 

of the following 
activities occur: 


Access your Inventory menu and read the letter, it tells of King Radovid's 
displeasure at Whoreson for not ridding Novigrad of the other members of the 
“Big Four” (Dijkstra, Cleaver, and Bedlam). It is signed “M.” This knowledge 
should definitely interest Dijkstra, so return to the Bathhouse, and visit Dijkstra 
inhis library office. There's a wealth of conversation options here (about your 


® You visit Cleaver 


(Main Quest: The investigation progression, Dijkstra's own contact with Radovid, and chats about 
Gangs of Novigrad), agree to slay every one of Whoreson's men, meet up with a Radovid plucking the eyes out of the sorceress Philippa Eilhart), but tell him 
group of dwarves prior to visiting the arena, and launch an all-out strike into the that Junior is working with the Redanians, Answer however you wish, 

‘sewers without worrying about a brief career as a pit fighter. Charge! You ask Dijkstra if he has a contact among the Redanians. He doesn't, but you 


do! Remember the former commander of the Blue Stripes? Vernon Roche! 


4 You speak to Igor and mention the name of Whoreson. This causes suspicion, She's Nolediup a Gay Oak Const 


and you're deemed a threat. Let battle commence! 


4 You manage to complete all bouts of arena combat, after which Cleaver's dwarves | 
arrive anyway, no matter what your previous choices. Whoreson's 
thugs turn on you. Big mistake! Dismembering time! | At this point, you multiple objectives to be completed in any order. You can: 

| 
* Continue Main Quest: Get Junior and visit the casino. | 


| * Continue Main Quest: Get Junior and visit Vernon Roche. | 


Expect around 16 opponents (Whoreson’s henchmen, bandits, and bouncers) during | * Continue Secondary Quest: The Gangs of Novigrad, visit Cleaver, and claim 
J} {vs attack; bx on the arena corridor love! and the rest upstairs where you met lor | i your reward, : 
+ Expect a much easier fight with Cleaver's dwarves backing you up (but less XP | | Start and conclude Secondary Quest: Honor Among Thieves and visit Francis 
| rowarded as there are fewer kills) i Bedlam, King of Beggars. 


VERNON ROCHE: TEMERIA’S LAST HOPE 


| OBJECTIVE 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Tear through the assembled thugs, including Igor. When everyone not under five 
foot tall Is dead, begin a reconnoiter of the area. Begin by finding the corpse 

of Igor, near his throne to the west of the arena balcony, and search it. You're 
looking for a key. 


_ This objective begins once you either complete your investigation of the casino, or 
} the arena, or both. 

Approach the chair Igor sat on, and unlock the small chest on the side table. 
‘Aside from a gold ring, there's a message in here, Access your Inventory menu 
and read it 


ITEMS: Quest Items: Key to the Novigrad Arena, Message from igor 


w 


Hortonsio Vernon Roche Ves 


j OBJECTIVES 


Time to leave Novigrad; 
summon Roach and 
gallop southeast toward 
Oxenfurt. In the rolling 
hills and scattered 
woodland just north 

of this second city, is 

8 rocky gorge. This is 
the Temerian Partison 
Hideout, where two old 
friends are ready to be reacquainted with. Speak to the quard named Hortensio. 
You can: 


The message tells of 
a hidden lock box with 
valuables inside it. 
Fortunately, the route 
to find it down the 
corridor leading from 
the upper level toward 
the arena, turning so 
your back is to the 
Ul al ® Have a slightly tense chat about hombills, after which Vernon waves you in. 
to the wall opposite you—is easy to follow. Turn from the throne and head west ccsteclactiededa babi 
down the tunnel. Turn right (north) through the arch grating. Turn right again ® (Axi Delusion Level 2) Flummox Hortensio into letting you into the camp. 


3) and run down the sloping tunnel, which t jn Th 
(east) and run down the stoping tunnel, which curves tothe right South). Then Wachee Save Game or ia wisi ase eas ee 


turn left (east) and locate the scraping on the ground of the alcove along the far a 
Imperial Audience; if you sided with lorveth in Witcher 2): Hortensio challenges 
‘wall, This signifies a secret door. The wall torch to open it is on the wall, just right you toa fistight, after youre let in. 


of you (left of the rubble pile). Light and interact with it. Step through the wall 
‘opening, and gather the following from the secret stash: Ves strides in to talk to Vernon about saving some fleeing villagers, but Roche's 
threadbare army is stretched too thin to help. Ves sees you, rolls her eyes, and 
leaves. Speak to Roche, asking what he is up to, and how he wound up here, but 
more importantly, tell him you're looking for Whoreson. You tell him he counts 
Radovid as an ally, as does the man you seek. As luck would have it, Roche is on 
his way to meet a Redanian contact. He agrees to bring you with him. 


CRITICAL PATH 


ITEMS: Crow 


19 


192 


KING TAKES PAWN 


. OBJECTIVE 


Leave the rag-tag band of Roche's followers, and 
gallop south across the fields of hay, and across the 
eastern bridge (confusingly known as Novigrad Gate, 
despite being in Oxenturt!), slowing to a canter as 
you spot Roche on the other side. Get off your horse, 
and tell him “let's go." Dismount and follow Roche. 
You're heading roughly south, passing numerous 
Redanian guards. in fact, there's a large number of 
them, as well as witch hunters. Something isn't right. 


King Radovid V 


it seems the club has been graced with the presence of King Radovid himselt. 

He professes not to be a fan of the game, as it doesn't mirror real life. He asks 
you why he plays chess. Answer him however you wish as the question is mostly 
thetorical. He bids you sit with him while he strains his metaphors and shows his 
madness. Answer as you like (regarding your understanding of what he speaks 
about). Radovid tells you a hidden truth; that a monarch is always surrounded by 
fools. Answer again, then Roche interrupts you by telling the king you're about to 
explain why you're here, Tell him you're looking for Whoreson. 


The king is surprisingly 
helpful, letting you know 
he's placed Whoreson 
in an Oxenfurt mansion. 
To enter, you must tell 
the guards you've come 
about the new whores. 
“Fresh women” are 
constantly being sent 
there, and aren't treated 


well, apparently. When you ask why this information was so easy to come by, 
the king tells you he expects a favor from you in return. You will be contacted in 
due course. This occurs as the last of these sister quests, Once outside, you both 
remark on Radovid's descent into madness, Then Roche requests you return to 
his camp at some point; he has a terrible problem with Ves and needs someone 
to talk some sense into her. 


Raturn to the King in Main Quest: A Favor for Radovid (page 193), : 
| Return toVernon Roche and help with Ves in Secondary Quest: An Eye for an Eye | 


| (page 212). 


SQUEALING LIKE SOWS BEING SLAUGHTERED 


OBJECTIVES: 


QUESTI DECISIONS: FAILU 


‘At this point, Main Quest: Gangs of Novigrad wil fal It you haven't spoken to Cleaver 
‘or helped him slay Whoreson's men back in Novigrad, 


‘Arguably the largest walled structure in all of Oxenfurt, Whoreson’s estate 
features a stone wall too high to hop over, and an entrance on the western side 
of the compound that is guarded by a couple of henchmen. 


‘The conversation usually turns violent if you slayed the enemies within the casino 
‘and arena, earlier in this quest. 


+ Ifyou didn’t kill anyone (fleeing, or leaving the dwarves to slay everyone), 
the conversation tums to the topic of “fresh girls” for Whoreson. 


VIOLENCE: THE CACOPHONOUS KILLER 


Hf the situation tums 
violent. Quickly slay 
both guards, hopefully 
without attracting any 
Redanian soldiers into 
the fray. Then inspect 
one of the henchman 
corpses for a key. Use 
it on the large arched 
door they were stood in 
front of, 


ITEM: Quest Iter 


‘ey to Whoreson 


Enter the estate grounds, immediately confronting a dozen of Whoreson's 
henchmen in a variety of locations; slice them by the stone steps. Pummel 
them around a central fountain, Decapitate a couple near the workshop; make a 
thorough sweep outside, and don't rest until the cobblestones are stained with 
their blood. Then enter the main mansion structure. Use the entrance near the 
fountain, or around the back at the tradesman's entrance. Expect a further four 
foes (two per room) as you invade the ground floor of the structure, Kill them all! 


SILENCE: THE SNEAKING ASSASSIN 


With your ruse believed, 
the bouncers at the gate 
point you to a secret 
passage close to the 
perimeter of the estate 
Descend the ladder, into 
a narrow sewer tunnel, 
and maneuver right, 
then left to a cave-like 
area and search out a 
brick wall that looks unstable, Blast it with Aard, allowing you to enter the cellar 
of Whoreson's mansion. Expect to kill four foes as you head upstairs, and invade 
the ground floor of the structure. Kill any you wish, and optionally head outside 
for a more protracted battle. 


LIVING DOWN TO HIS NAME 


| OBJECTIVE 


Cyprian Willey 


(Whoreson Junior) 


Look for a set of stairs in the northwestern room of the mansion that leads 
up (east) to some grim findings on the upper floor. Use your Witcher Senses if 
you wish, and examine a hornific act this degenerate inflicted on a woman of 
Oxenturt. Then open the bathroom door. 


You catch Whoreson with his pants down (literally). The corpses of tortured 
prostitutes are strewn about the chamber like discarded clothing. It takes a 
single punch to put Whoreson on his back. After some vicious pummeling, 
Whoreson pleads for you to stop. Tell him you're here to Kill or talk to him. 
There's more pleading, Eventually, he agrees to tell you about Ciri and Dandelion, 
who apparently came to him looking for help in repairing a phylactery. 

He obliged, and in return, they were to steal Reuven's treasure. When they failed 
to return, he flew off the handle, kidnapped their Doppler (Dudu), and kept the 
phylactery, which is on a nearby table. Main Quest: Get Junior temporarily stops. 


OR 


Then climb the adjacent 
Locations: Temple Iste District, Whoreson’s Casino [Novigrad) ladder, the wooden 


Characters: Ciri, Dandelion, Dudu scaffolding, and pull 
| Enemies: Whoreson Junior, Whoreson’s Henchmen yourself onto the roof, 


Head roughly southeast, 
dropping down onto 
the balcony, and 
opening the nearby 
window. You're about 
| This quest starts automatically once you interrogate Whoreson Junior, | toenter Whoreson's 
—— nds, | Casino building. 


Whoreson is busy torturing Dudu, and doesn’t see you drop in unannounced. 
After some rather foul language in front of a lady, he charges at you with sword 
drawn. Fight back with your magic and swordplay, using your enhanced dodging, 
and parry like your life depends on it. He periodically shouts at you regarding 
Reuven's treasure. Continue to whittle his health down, 


END: FLEEING WITHOUT A PHYLACTERY 


You incapacitate Whoreson, but his men are on the way. You hatch a plan 
with Dudu. Three henchmen enter. None must leave. Slay all of them, then find 
the door to the stairs down to the balcony area of the casino. Make short work 


Crit Dandelion udu 


A few weeks earlier, on a stormy night in Novigrad, Ciri and Dandelion are of four more foes. Then descend to the casino entrance level, and introduce 
‘attempting to free Dudu trom Whoreson's clutches. You are Ciri. Answer your weapon to another four henchmen. Then leave the premises to conclude 
Dandelion as you wish. the quest. 


wus ‘ 
ONTINUED) 


END: GOT JUNIOR 


‘Ask Whoreson what happened to Ciri (and Dudu); he has no idea about the latter, but Ciri escaped. Whoreson 

pleads for his lif. You can 

® Kill him, This has an effect on Act Ili; Main Quest: Payback, and you can speak to Dudu about your actions then 
(page 261). 

® Let him tive, and incur the wrath of the other Big Four. This has an effect on Act Ill; Main Quest: Payback, and 
you can speak to Whoreson then (also page 261). 


Main Quest: Get Junior now concludes. 


Locations: Oxenfurt Port, HMS Oxenfurt-Tretogor 
Characters: Redanian Soldiers, King Radovid V 
Enemies: None 


street by some heavily-armored Redanian soldiers, It seems Radovid requires 
your presence at once. There's no point in stalling; you're taken across town to 
the HMS Oxenfurt-Tretogor, an impressive galleon. You leave your weapons and 
must stroll across the deck, following the guard 


CRITICAL PATH 


Radovid is waiting. Speak to the sunken-eyed weasel of a ruler, He isn't one to 
mince words; he wants the sorceress Philippa Elhart found. He ordered her eyes 
gouged out, but this apparently hasn't dissuaded her troublemaking and recent 
escape. He wants her alive, and brought to him. He no longer trusts the Lodge of 
Sorceresses. You can answer however you wish, but the results are the same; 
travel into the mountains and find her. 


| 
| 
) 


At this point, Secondary Quest: Redania's Most Wanted begins. Simply 214), All 
that remains is to head to the Kingfisher Inn (off Hierarch Square), locate Priscilla 
in her bedroom, and tell her what you learned about Dandelion and Dudu, This 
quest now concludes. 


| ‘This quest starts automatically after Main Quest: Get Junior concludes. 
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COUNT REUVEN'S TREASURE 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Get Junior, Main Quest: The Play's 
the Thing 

Locations: Dikjstra’s Bathhouse (Novigrad}, Novigrad Sewers, 
Henckel's Townhouse, Shrine to the Eternal Fire, 
Witch Hunter Barracks Outpost 

Characters: Sigismund Dijkstra, Bart, Fonce, Happen the Eunuch, 
Triss Merigold, Yamurtak, Priscilla 

Enemies: Drowners, Witch Hunters, Witch Hunter Torturer, 
Kurt (Witch Hunter Leader), Commander Caleb Menge 


Recommended Item: Axii Delusion Level 2 


| This Quest only becomes accessible once you start Main Quest: Get Junior 
(page 186), visit Sigismund Dijkstra's Bathhouse in Novigrad, fight otf Whoreson's | 


| henchmen, and gather information regarding Whoreson afterward. | 
SHOW AND TELL DOWN THE WELL 


y OBJECTIVES: 


After the bathhouse fracas, and you've dressed 

and met Dijkstra to glean information regarding 
Whoreson from him. Now ask about Dandelion 
After some Grade-A sarcasm, he reckons Dandelion 
Is dead. Answer him as you wish regarding a 
possible beef between them, and Dijkstra offers a 
surprising annoyance at the standard of Dandelion's 
recent poetry. After this additional sarcasm, Dijkstra 
says he has other problems to worry about. Problems you might be able to 

help him with. Ask him what he needs (or mention payment, leading to a short 
Conversation about you helping the Emhyr), and he walks you to the pillared 
bathhouse chamber, and inserts a key into one of the columns, Water drains from 
the central well 


Bart the i 


A secret ladder and passage down into the sewers beneath the bathhouse is 
revealed. Climb down the ladder, keeping your sword sheathed (or Dijkstra 
orders you to put it away), and follow him along the dank brick corridors... to a 
rock troll named Bart, who is banging its head against a sewer wall. Ask about 
Dijkstra’s troll (he won it in a card game), then concentrate on the hole in the 
Wall leading to the fast-moving effiuent tunnel. Beyond it is Djkstra’s vault 
Which was filled with countless valuables, until someone made off with most 
of it. Agree to help and ask about: 


* Witnesses (none other than Bart and the thieves, and the bathhouse didn't 
report any incidents on the day of the robbery) 


* The approximate value (Dijkstra doesn’t immediately tell you, but after 
You insist, he rattles off a list of valuables that could pay for a small 
invasion force). 


© The hole in the wall; Bart attempts to explain (“boom” referring to explosion 
that blew open the hole in the wall, and “bad mushrooms” referring to pops 
mold with its toxic spores that grow in the sewers. They knocked the trol out 
and would kill most others) 


‘© Now ask about who he used to track the thieves down. He mentions @ 
lummox named Fonce—they both took an antidote to the mushroom poison, 
and explored the tunnels until Fonce vomited up the antidote and lost his 
protection, dying in the process. As he was dragging the body out, Dijkstra 
saw something monstrous in the poison mists, but can't elaborate further 
(though he can insult you some more). Now start your sewer exploration, 
taking the remaining antidotes from Dijkstra before you go. 


ITEM: Quest Item: Pops’ Mold Antidote (3) 


VA A SWIG*BEFORE'THESEV 


ERTOUR 


This antidote is critical to surviving the sewer exploration. Take this when you're 
close to the mold spore clouds. It lasts for 360 seconds. 


EVEN WORSE-SMELLING THAN NORMAL 


} OBJECTIVES 


After optionally 
speaking to Bart and 
gathering almost no 
Useful information from 
the rock troll (aside 
from the fact it heard a 
hissing noise from the 
wall while it was taking 
a“turdy dump"), begin 
your Witcher Sense 
inspection of the scenery: 


‘© The blast in the wall indicates it was blown open from the inside. 
The bathhouse drain pipes converge at this point. 


‘Step through the blasted wall into the sewer tunnel and search the initial 
chamber. There is a grate, and bits of pipe clear across the chamber—it was 

a powerful blast. Perhaps a bomb, and not a spell? The objective updates 
when you find both these clues. 

Vd CHEC 


‘OURUMINIEMAT 


The current objective now appears on your mini-map; follow itt 


Now head to the open grating (east), and take one of the Pops’ Mold Antidotes 
to continue. 


‘There are three pipe gratings on the outside curve of the tunnel (to your right) 


Further down the tunnel, prepare to slice apart a drowner lurking in the poison 
mists. Close by is an easily-overlooked emerald ring. Evidence that the thieves 
Used this tunnel to escape. Continue down the tunnel to a connecting chamber. 
Slice two more drowners apart, then examine a corpse. This is Fonce, the thug 
Dijkstra hired. Follow the current and tackle two more drowners ahead, 


OBJECTIVES 


Continue through an open gate into a large, wooden-walled storage chamber 
with a couple more drowners, and steps up to a balcony. There's no need to 
ascend. Check the iron gate to the west (along the sewer current) to find part of 
a silver cylinder with runes etched into it. A bomb part? Just beyond the gate is 
an exit to the canals of Novigrad (where the thieves probably loaded their loot 
onto a barge). 


Happen the Eunuch 


Your objective updates; retrace your steps through the poison mist, back into 
the cellars and pass Bart, then climb the ladder up into the columned bathhouse 
room, Now, maneuver your way through the bathhouse to Dijkstra’s library office 


Tell him you're done investigating. You show him the bomb fragments, and 
inform him of the ingredients you smelled. Answer however you wish. After some 
talk about chemical reactions and sugar, tell him the bomb was found inside 

the pipe, and in pieces. You both deduce someone flushed the bomb down 

from a bathhouse poo! inside this building. Use your Witcher Senses to uncover 
the following 


* There is a film of oil on top of one of the pools, southeast of your starting 
location, On the pool step opposite the oil is a silver lid matching the cylinder 
base you found. You summon Dijkstra. 


Dijkstra tells Happen (his eunuch) to drain the pool. Ask about Happen's loyalty 
if you wish (itis beyond question), then inspect the pool. The grate has been 
removed. Happen rattles off the names of those who used the pool on the day 
of the explosion: Margrave Henckel? Impossible! He's been dead a year! Time to 
search his home, and pronto! 


PARDON MY BEAUCLAIROISE, BUT WHO 
F--KING NICKED MY GOLD? 


j OBJECTIVES, 


Head out of the 
Bathhouse and into the 
Town Square, then head 
west toward the Golden 
Sturgeon, Henckel's 
townhouse is across 

the street from it, 
although it looks rather 
run-down, "Knock" on 
the door using Aard and 
step through the splinters, to the residence where you can easily spot footprints 
leading upstairs, and onto a landing. Check the table nearby for some wine and 
an odd note. It contains a riddle to read. 


ITEM: Quest Items: Bottle of Wine, Mysterious Note 


| OBJECTIVES 


Adjacent there is a small room stocked with wine. You reckon the number of “your 
birth year" may refer to Dandelion or Ciri. Examine the wines belonging to the years 
1251-1254. You place the bottle in the open slot for 1251 and there's a satisfying 
lick in the room next to you. The door the footprints lead to is now open. 


Inside this secret room (where Dandelion probably planned the heist) is the 
following to inspect using your Witcher Senses: 


* Clues suggesting the bomb was created in this room. 
Instructions on how to build a bomb, signed by “Kalkstein,” 
* Some spilled wyvern oil 


* Achest at the foot of a bed, with a letter from Dudu on it. You read it. tis 
addressed to Cirl and tells of Commander Menge seizing the treasure and 
taking Dandelion. 


ITEM: Quest Item: Letter from Dudu 


You hear footsteps from downstairs. Time to investigate. 


Tiss Merigold 


You're surprised to see Dijkstra and Triss Merigold, She's been called upon to 
provide help deciphering the rune on the bomb. Tell Dijkstra all signs point to 
Commander of the Temple Guard; Caleb Menge (though you can ask about him 
trusting you first). During this conversation, you can attempt a lle (that Henckel 
is still alive and orchestrated the heist with Menge), but Dijkstra doesn't believe 
you, and Triss steps in to further your commitment to completing this task. Itis 
agreed to pay Menge a visit at the docks, and find out where Dijkstra’s gold is 
being held. 


You can also tell Dijkstra that you and Triss were together, but this is in the past 
{and the less romantic choice compared to telling Dijkstra he's using you both), 
After straying from the topic (talking about your relationship with Triss), you both 
focus on the task at hand. But this isn't simply about finding the gold; it's about 
finding Dandelion. Triss tells you to meet her at the Eternal Fire shrine (east of 
‘the harbor) around midnight. You'll infiltrate the witch hunter barracks from there. 


KEEPING YOUR COOL, OR TESTING 
YOUR METTLE 


OBJECTIVE 


Move roughly southward 
from Henckel's 
townhouse, crossing the 
canal and heading to the 
brothel district, just east 
of the docks. Locate 

the shrine to the Eternal 
Fire (as shown), and 
meditate until midnight, 
Triss arrives, telling you 
the barracks is a fortress, and sneaking in would be impossible. Fighting into the 
structure would cause Menge to easily flee, so a more cunning plan is needed. 
Cuff Triss with her shackles (opt for a flirty response if you wish), The plan Is to 
present her as a prisoner to Menge personally. Agree to this, and personally thank 
Triss if you want to make her blush 


You automatically arrive at the Witch Hunter Barracks, where your captive quickly 
draws a crowd of Menge's men. The men immediately want to remove Triss from 
your vicinity, You can: 


> Stay calm, and request an audience with Menge (telling the witch hunter leader 
you have knowledge regarding Philippa Eilhart's whereabouts). Make sure all 
your conversation responses are measured and don't insult the foes. You're able 
to gain entry into the building with the Leader and Triss. Consul the section 
marked “Infiltration”, below. 


gE 
2 
3 
E 
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Tell the men they aren’t about to “do any ripping,” or make any other 
conversation choice that seems more insulting or hints at violence, and you 
blow Triss’ plans completely. A massive fight breaks out and all foes must be 
vanquished. Consult the section marked “Eradication.” 


ttis imperative that you don’t attack Menge and his witch hunters if you wish to 
help Dijkstra obtain his lost loot. If you manage to Keep your cool, Dijkstra becomes 
available during Main Quest: Brothers in Arms: Novigrad (page 244), to request help 
for the Battle of Kaer Morhen, so this is an important decision to make! 
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INFILTRATION: NAILED IT 


OBJECTI 


You're led up the central stairs of this outpost. 
Stray too far from Triss, and you're warned to keep 
up. Ignore this, and the witch hunters turn hostile 
(leading to the “Eradication” solution). Triss is 
handed off to a torturer, who reckons losing a few 
fingernails might loosen Triss' tongue (before it's cut 
off), Answer with: 


® “Fine, take her.” Or, 


® “Fine, but no torturing,” (which raises the suspicion of the hunter; answer 
callously or use Axii Level 2 so your cover isn't blown). 


TRIPPING UP TOS. TRISS 


Throughout this infitration, you have numerous chances to save Triss, and give the 
‘game away that you're not here to provide information on the whereabouts of more 
‘sorceresses. Choose any conversation answer other than the ones listed here, and 
the witch hunters grow too suspicious, your cover is blown, and the “Eradication” 
plan must be completed instead. 


While Triss begins her torture, you're ordered to sit down with Menge. He offers 
you a drink (Interestingly, the goblet is silver; he’s making sure you're not a 
doppler), Answer with: 


© “Why not.” 


Menge shoos away Kurt the witch hunter leader, and the conversation turns to 
testing you regarding the wine and goblet. You can elongate the conversation if 
you wish, but don't ask to release Triss. Answer with: 


“Your hunters are torturing Triss, but haven't been paid.” 


The muffled sounds of fingernail extraction can be heard as Menge tests your 
‘mettle, Hold firm! He's impressed you turned in your lover. Answer with: 


+ “Witchers do anything for gold" or “Triss betrayed me first.” 


This pushes the conversation forward more quickly. Be sure you listen for 
Triss biting the torturer, after which she's gagged. Menge is surprised at your 
callousness; perhaps you can make a deal after all. He asks about Philippa. 
Make sure you don't choose “I'm looking for this treasure,” and instead, 
answer with 


® “Free my friend Dandelion.” 


Menge refuses as he has a magnificent execution planned for him. In his hubris, 
he lets slip that Dandelion is being held in the dungeons beneath Temple Isle. 
Menge stands, drops a couple of notes into a fire, and wants to check in on Triss. 
He finds Kurt and the torturer dead. Triss advances while paralyzing him with 

a spell conjured from her bloodied hand. After stabbing him in the throat, she 
lets Menge fall dead on the torture room floor. Speak with her, telling her about 
Dandelion’s location. 


You can tell her Menge burned some papers, but it is too late to salvage them. 
You can acquire whether necromancy is worth trying, but Triss doesn't practice 
stich magic. You decide that your friend Dudu might be able to help. Triss finds 
an office key on Menge’s body, and a vault key hidden in the lining of his tunic. 
She hands both to you to give to Dijkstra. This might not be enough, but should 
keep him off your backs. For now though, it's time to find a way out of this place. 
The quest paths now merge, as you return to Dijkstra 


ITEMS: Quest item: 


ey to Menge’s K 


‘ey to Dijkstra’s Treasury 


ERADICATION: EXECUTING MENGE 
WITHOUT BREAKING A NAIL 


E OBJECTIVES: 


# Ifyou made a verbal error during your conversation with the witch hunters, 
they turn on you and a fierce battle begins. Since there are around 16 of them 
to face, it's usually best to remain in the exterior courtyard. Cut down foes that 
appear in the yard first, before venturing into the barracks itself, After a hard- 
fought slog up the central stairs and a confrontation with a witch hunter torturer, 
more guards that Menge summons, before you enter Menge's office and face 
down the commander himself. 


After cutting him down, Triss appears and comments on your lack of subtlety 
Search the desk for a letter and book; reading the note (in your Inventory menu), 
before speaking to Triss again. She finds an office key on Menge’s body, and 

a vault key hidden in the lining of his tunic. She hands both to you to give to 
Dijkstra. This might not be enough, but should keep him off your backs. For 
‘now, it's time to find a way out of this place. The quest paths now merge, as you 
return to Dijkstra. 


ITEMS: Quest Items: Letter to Caleb Menge, Meng 
Menge's Key, Key to Dijkstra’s Treasury 


Holy Tome, 


INFILTRATION AND ERADICATION: 
OUTPOST EXTRACTION 


OBJECTIVES: 


Whether you used 
wanton or targeted 
violence, you must 
leave here by the 
following route. Using 
Menge's Key, your only 
exit option is to find the 
door in the northwest 
comer of Menge’s 
office, and open it, Step 
onto a wooden balcony 
down the side of the 
building. Tiss tells you 
she's going to stay 
here to burn the place 
down. Optionally help 
her by using Igni on 
any flammable objects 
located along the 
building's wall 


Leave the outpost without attracting attention by jumping on the crates 
near a torch, stepping onto a shed roof adjacent then dropping down into the 
outer courtyard. 


The main doors to the outpost barracks are locked, forcing you to improvise. Turn 
and look for a bricked-up arch in the northern part of the walled compound, and 
utilize Aard to shatter the crack up the middle of the brickwork. Rush through, 
and you're apprehended by Dijkstra’s (sorry, Reuven's) henchmen, and taken to 
the docks. 


INFILTRATION END: | ALWAYS PAY MY DEBTS. 
EVEN TO LIARS. 


E OBJECTIVE 


Dijkstra isn't pleased that you didn't return with a cartload of valuables, But you 
do have the key to the vault, and hand it over, Since you've figured out where 
Dandelion is, Dijsktra tells you never to lie to him again. You part ways and head 
off to inform Priscilla 


Enter, then step behind the open door to start hiding. You're surprised as Triss 
arrives, explaining she leamed of the place from Dijkstra, and wanted to see this 
— = through to the bitter end. 


ERADICATION END: A TOAST TO YAMURLAK 


BJECTIVES: 


When the spy appears at the house, he’s not eager to talk. However, with 
some convincing from Triss (and her magic torture tricks), he becomes more 
talkative—you can choose to let her continue using her magic on the spy or 
ask her to stop. Either way, the spy will talk. He reveals that Dandelion is in the 
dungeon on Temple iste, awaiting his execution. 


Dijkstra Isn't pleased 
that you massacred 
Menge and didn't 
return with a cartload 
of valuables, But you 
do have the key to the 
vault, and hand it over 
Dijkstra tells you never 
to lie to him again. But 
there's the letter from 
the spy calling himself “Yamurtak.” tt details how to arrange a meeting. Dijkstra 
tells you the spy usually shows up in a ruined house, in Farcorners, around 
midnight. How does Dijkstra know this? He's a former spy himself, You part ways 
and head off to attempt a rendezvous with this “Yamurlak.” 


Both you and Triss know that this spy can't be released after your conversation. 
You can choose, however, if Triss should wipe his memory or kill him. You then 
decide that your doppler friend Dudu might be able to help—by impersonating 
the recently-killed Menge to arrange Dandelion’s escape 


THE VERY END: DANDELION’S PREDICAMENT 


Head to the Eternal Fire shrine directly east of the Hierarch Square signpost, in 
the eastern part of town, and use your Witcher Senses to uncover the lockbox on 
the southeast pillar. interact with it to place the Holy Tome and signal for the spy 
to show up, 


Priseitia 
, OBJECTIVES: 


All that remains is to head to the Kingfisher Inn (off Hierarch Square), 
locate Priscilla in her bedroom, and inform her of Dandelion's predicament, 
This quest now concludes. 


Now head southward, passing through the Glory 
Gate and out of the walled part of Novigrad, to the 
nonhuman shanty town of Farcomers. Locate the 
‘empty house after meditating until around midnight. 


> if you completed this quest and obtained information on Dandelion from Menge 
while under cover, without violence (until the very end), you can call upon Dijkstra 
to help you during Main Quest: Brothers in Arms: Novigrad. 


> If you completed this quest and obtained information on Dandelion from Menge 
while massacring him and his men, you are unable to call on Dijsktra's help 
during Main Quest: Brothers in Arms: Novigrad. 


SPOILER ALERT X 


YS) THE THING 


Related Quests: Main Quest: A Poet Under Pressure; IT IS NOTIN THE STARS TO HOLD OUR 
Main Quest: Ciri’s Story: Breakneck Speed, Main Quest: Get Juni DESTINY, BUT IN OURSELVES 
Main Quest: Count Reuven’s Treasure, Secondary Quest: Carnal Sins, oa aoe : 
Main Quest: Ugly Baby OBJECTIVE 

Locations: Kingfisher Inn (Novigrad), The Butcher’s Yard Theater, r. 
Puffins' Townhouse, Novigrad Docks 

Characters: Priscilla, Irina Renarde, Nissa, Sofus the Bull, Hal, 
Abelard Riza, Maxim Boliere, Dudu 

Enemies: Bandits, Fatso, Enraged Townsfotk 


Return to the Kingfisher Inn off the Town Square in Novigrad, close to the Ubbizi 
Townhouse, and head up the first flight of steps, onto the landing, then take the 
door on the right into Priscilla’s room. You tell her of a plan to find the doppler 
Dudu, convince him to assume the form of Captain Menge, order Dandelion 
moved to Oxenfurt, and attempt an extricating ambush along the way. 
PO QUESTING DECISIONS Ask Priscilla about Dudu, and she mentions he was friendly with trina Renard’s 
—_— ————— "theatrical mummers’ troupe. Suggest the idea of staging a play with a hidden 
| Tis quest starts automaticaly once Main Quest: Count Rewen' Teasure and message to Dudu in it, and lure him out that way. Priscilla agrees, but with a 
Main Quest: Get Junior both conclude, after deciding you must locate your doppler | much more grand plan: to write an entirely new play. Agree to work on the play 


i friend, Dudu. ‘ J atonce, after which Priscilla throws ideas at you. Choose the following: 


> The tite of the play (“The Doppler's Salvation” or “A Changeling Rescued, or the 
Witcher's Triumph”), 


Whether the play is a comedy or a melodrama, 


E 
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Recommended Item: 120 Crowns 
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| These choices affect only how successful the play is, and your reward for staging 
it (a cut of the profits). in addition, after the comedy concludes, everyone leaves 
peacefully. After the melodrama concludes, there is a riot. 4 


‘A few hours later Priscilla has some semblance of the play ready, and requests 
you present it to lrina Renarde over at the Butchers’ Yard off the main square. 


} OBJECTIVE 


Exit the Kingfisher Inn, run south along the edge of 
the Town Square, making a left and right toward the 
Ubbizi Townhouse, which overlooks The Butcher's 
Yard where the troupe are practicing. The door is 
locked and a Ticket Seller requires you pony up 
some funds. 


* (50 Crowns) The only way into this area is by 
purchasing a ticket. 


trina Renarde 


Bards are strumming, and the mummers are learning their lines with Irina 
Renarde offering constructive criticism. Talk to Irina, telling her you're here to 
‘speak about Dudu. In her back room, you explain your most cunning of plans. 


She agrees, but she requires some additional preparation: 


© Ushers are needed for protection (as the Novigrad audiences can sometimes 
be a litte... “difficult” with the tendency to pelt the troupe with bricks and 
sharp implements). Find some muscle on the docks. 


© Heralding the new play across the city is important, so the Puffins (a group of 
street artists) must be approached to help out. 


‘Alter optionally asking for the locations of each group of helpers, set off to hire 
them. This can be done in either order, though the Puffins are closer to your 
current location, 


IF MUSIC BE THE FOOD OF LOVE, PLAY ON 


E OBJECTIVES 


Quickly dash to the 
northeast, into the tall 
looming wattle-and- 
daub slum houses 

in The Bits district, 
close to the Southern 
Gate, in the middle of 
Novigrad’s maze of 
muddy alleyways. This 
leads to an unassuming townhouse with a poster and graffiti outside. Push open 
the glass door, and enter the Puffins’ Townhouse where a mournful lute is being 
played, They aren't in the best of moods, as they're facing constant harassment 
from Fatso’s gang, who are intent on driving them out of Novigrad. Offer to deal 
with the thugs, 


Exit the townhouse, and continue east down the wooden steps, to a street corner 
Where a group of thugs loyal to the Church of the Eternal Flame are bullying a 
peasant. These are nothing more than common bandits, and they certainly have 
Ao kind words for you. You can: 


‘Nissa (of the Puffin) 


* Tell them to go away. Now. 
‘* (50 Crowns) Attempt to bribe them to leave. 
© (Axil Delusion Level 2) Befuddle them into leaving. 


All choices lead to the same conclusion—a fight. Draw your sword and make 
mincemeat of these three bandit thugs. Fee! free to utlize your fists or steel 
sword during the fracas. After realizing their error in challenging you, Fatso and 
his men are sent packing. 


The Puffins appear, thank you so profusely it borders on verbal harassment, and 
agree to advertise your play without the need 
for payment. 


® tiire the Puffins, and more of Novigrad's citizens come to watch your play. If it's 
a melodrama, there is a larger angry mob rioting afterward, too! 


Ignore the Putfins' predicament, and don’t expect a large crowd to appear at your 
opening night. 


TO DO A GREAT RIGHT DO A LITTLE WRONG 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Travel west toward the southern part of Novigrad docks, where the rowdy 
townsfolk and dockhands live. Follow the curve of the dockside until you 

reach the commotion of a street fight. Strike up a conversation with a sizable 
gentleman called Sofus the Bull, Tell him you require his services to provide 
protection for the play. But Sofus and his brother Hal are only interested in arse- 
kicking, You can: 


* (70 Crowns) Offer to pay him for his services. He agrees. 


© (Fistfight) Or agree to a bout with Sofus and Hal by the docks. Utilize fists only, 
and prepare for fisticuffs. Winning or losing the bout still results in Sofus, Hal, 
and his toughs agreeing to help you. 


0, HAD | BUT FOLLOWED THE ARTS! 


OBJECTIVE 


Head back to the Butcher's Yard theater, Sofus’ 
toughs are already positioned either side of each 
entrance. Enter the main building across from the 
courtyard, and speak with Irina, Now discuss the 
script. She's taken a look at the script, and must 
discuss a few hiring choices. You can: 


* Only choose yourself in the role of the Witcher. 


‘4% Choose either Priscilla or Irina herself in the role of 
the Princess. 


Zoltan Chivay 


‘Choose either Aleblard Rizza (competent, but uninspiring) or Maxim Boliere 
(outstanding but usually drunk) in the role of the Prince. 


‘Conclude the conversation by telling Irina you need to learn your lines (you 
actually don’t, but this pauses the quest in case you wish to meditate or 
otherwise prepare). Agree to start the play when you're ready. Naturally, 
Zoltan shows up; he'd rather shave his beard than miss the opportunity to 
watch you prancing in a codpiece. 


TO BE, OR NOT TO BE 

The play begins. It consists of three Acts. Depending on your previous choices, 

the following occurs: 

DECISION 1: THE PUFFINS 

® Decision 1: If you hired the Puffins to promote the play, the courtyard is packed 
with expectant townsfolk. 

® Decision 1: If you ignored the Puffins and they didn’t promote, the courtyard 


still has a sizable audience. The only difference is a larger XP reward for helping 
the Puffins. 


DECISIONS 2-6: A COMEDY OF ERRORS 


Throughout this 
melodrama or comedy, 
you are forced to recite 
some lines written 

by Priscila 


4% Decision 2: During 
‘Act you are 
required to step on 
stage, and deliver 
one of two lines: 


2: “1 kill monsters for pleasure...” causes you to flub your line. 
2:"To slay beasts most foul...” causes you to complete your line. 


# Decision 3; During Act II, you must deliver another one of two lines: 


"Perhaps ‘midst the quests...” causes you to deliver your line with gusto. 
“Maybe he’s hid..." causes you to flub your line. 


® Decisions 4, 5, and 6: During Act lll, you must deliver three sets of lines, as the 
play reaches its zenith: 


4: "If the maid loves him..." causes you to flub your line. 
4: "Seems men's hearts..." causes you to complete your line with feeling. 


5: “But a lack of morals..." causes you to flub your line. 

5: “But a base heart..." causes you to ace your lines, and deliver a 
performance worthy of an understudy! 

6; “No monster is he..." causes you to deliver a final, impassioned 
speech to bring the house down! 


6; “Show love for the dopplers...” causes you to stumble, hashing the line. 


The amount of XP you receive (150 for a perfect reading, or 110 if you flub all 
of your lines, and an amount in-between for partial success) depends on how 
perfect your delivery is, 


DECISION 7: THE PRINCESS 


Decision 7: Hf you 
chose Priscilla as 
the Princess, she 
appears rather 
radiant, but a little 
stift in delivering 
hor lines, Expect 
additional monies: 
‘as a reward, if you 
choose her. 


# Decision 7: Hf you 
decided on trina as 
the Princess, she 
appears a little too 
old for the role, but 
gives it her all, 


There is no other 
difference, aside from 
the acting, 


APOET UNDER PRESSURE 


Locations: The Butcher's Yard Theater (Novigrad), Seven Cats Inn, 
Isolated Hut 
Characters: Zoltan Chivay, Priscilla, Halflings and Dwarf, Dandetion 


Enemies: Redanian Guards, Drowners, Witch Hunter 


DECISION 8: THE PRINCE 


‘> Decision 8: if you 
picked Abelard 
Rizza as the Prince, 
expect a moderately 
entertaining 
performance by this 
professional, and 
additional takings as 
a reward. 


# Decision 8: If you 
favored Maxim 
Boliere as the Prince, 
expect a slurred 
tipsy thespian that 
sometimes forgets 
his lines. 


DECISION 9: THE COMEDY OR MELODRAMA 


# Decision 9: If you 
decided the play 
would be a comedy, 
you beckon a guard 
with a scar up onto 
the stage as part 
of the play, and the 
third act finishes 
without incident. 


Decision 9: 
M you decided the 
play would be a 
melodrama, you 
beckon the guard up 
onto the stage. 
At this point, the 
Eternal Fire fanatics 
{and Fatso) start 
yelling at you for 
blashempy, and a fight breaks out. Defeat around eight bandits and enraged 
townsfolk, with the help of Sofus’ toughs and Zoltan, 


BOLDNESS BE MY FRIEND 


OBJECTIVE 


The play was a triumph!? Now quickly head into Irina's quarters, and meet Dudu 
(in halfling form). Speak to Dudu about his escape from Whoreson’s, after which 
you can optionally ask him to change into Ciri for you. The effect is... odd. Now 

tell Dudu that Dandelion has been found, and Dudu’s help is needed in the most 

cunning of rescue attempts. This quest concludes, and Main Quest: A Poet Under 
Pressure begins (once Irina rewards you for your amateur(ish) dramatics), 


FORESEEN AT THE RAVINE 


E OBJECTIVES 


CRITICAL PATH 


199 


200 


Travel eastward out 

‘of Novigrad, passing 

the Seven Cats Inn via 
the road by the river to 
reach the ambush point. 
‘As you approach the 
objective, head up the 
grassy embankment to 
the north, then around 
to a small campfire and 
some low brick ruins where Zoltan is waiting. He and some of his fellows have 
set the ambush for a convoy transporting Dandelion from his prison on Temple 
Isle (north Novigrad) to Oxenfurt. 


If you helped Dijkstra with his treasure hunt during Main Quest: Count Reuven's 
Treasure, you can meet him back in his bathhouse office, and he agrees to send a 
small band of his men to help you with the ambush, 


Explain to the dwarf your intentions regarding raising suspicion or that an 
ambush is simpler (your choice). Then Priscilla arrives—an unwise move on 
her part due to the danger—bringing a note from Dudu. The convoy leaves at 
dawn, but she stays whether you ask her to leave or not. Zoltan challenges you 
to a game of Gwent while you wait. Agree or don't. Then wait until you hear the 
sounds of horses approaching, 


PLUCKING A DANDELION 


| OBJECTIVES 


Zoltan’s forces cut trees 
from the sides of the 
ravine and a band of 
dwarves attack. There 
are reinforcements; 
Redanian forces hiding 
in a rear caravan, and 
the ambush takes a turn 
for the chaotic. During 
the commotion, a guard 
bolts on horseback, taking a bundled-up Dandelion with him. Leave the fighting 
immediately, and begin to chase the abductor. Scramble up the ravine to the 
grass field above, and whistle for Roach. He soon disappears, forcing you to use 
your Witcher Senses to track him. 


‘Slow to a canter within the objective area, and spot the horse prints, following 
them roughly northeastward to the right of a lake. Beware of drowners along the 
lake shore. These creatures are out in force and around eight should be tackled. 


Follow the horse tracks across a field, onto and off a road, back onto the road, 
and then northwest off the road again. Canter back onto the road and turn right 
(northeast) at the sunflower field. Then slow and ask around a farmer's camp 
on the road ahead (southeast of Beanston). One of the Townsfolk tells you a 
horseman rode through here with a “wench” squealing and wailing with a sack 
on their head. That's got to be Dandelion! 


DANGER ALERT 
ai 


NO SANCTUARY AT THIS TEMPLE 


| OBJECTIVE: 


You are Ciri, You're being chased through the streets of northern Novigrad. 
‘Whoreson Junior's men are after you, and are yelling at the Redanian Guards to 
give chase. From your starting point, dash southwest up the cobblestones and 
through the portcullis gate. Dandelion raises the portcullis, motioning you to 
mount a horse. It is advisable to choose the more docile mount on the left. 


Just beyond the camp 
isa fork in the road. 
Dismount and inspect 
a strange object on the 
side of the right road. It 
is a perfume bottle— 
the heady aroma of 
“Nuits de Beauctair.” 
Your Witcher Senses 
pick up the scent trail 
Follow the smelt into the woods, heading northeast up a side road, then into 
heavily forested hill, Just ahead is a dwelling in the woods (Isolated Hut Marker), 
evidence the horse was limping, and finally the abductor's horse itself, The beast 
collapsed on the grassy path. There are voices, too 


Approach the trio of little folk—a dwarf and two halflings are moaning about a 
hunter who bundled another man into their home, and locked himself inside. 


Tell them you're here to remove this “hunter,” and ask if there's another way 
into the building. One of them hands you a key. Head to the hillock behind the 
Cluster of structures, and locate this trapdoor (as shown). Unlock it, and descend 
the ladder. 


ITEM: Quest Item: Cetlar Key 


Dandelion 


Walk through the cellar, where the halflings spend their time (it seems) daubing 
paint everywhere. Head west to the opposite end of the cellar, and look for 

a second ladder. Climb up nto the Isolated Hut. You can hear Dandelion's 

voice... until he annoys the quard so much he's gagged. Burst through the door, 
brandishing your stee! sword and cut the witch hunter down where he stands. 


You untie Dandelion, who is surprised to see Priscilla and Zoltan waiting outside. 
You attempt to steer the conversation away from Dandelion's inflated opinion 
of himself, and quiz him about Ciri's whereabouts. He remembers the last time 
he saw her; on Temple Isle running from Whoreson's men... This quest now 
Concludes, as the halfling painters hand you one of their works 


BREAKNECK SPEED» 


Locations: Temple Isle (Novigrad), Elector’s Square, 
Temple of the Eternal Light 

Characters: Cirilla, Dandetion 

Enemies: Redanian Guards, Whoreson's Men, Bandits 


MORE HASTE 


AND MORE SPEED 


Mtyou're slow or caught by guards, you may be overwhelmed and easily cut down. 
The following route should be utilized as quickly as possible. 


Gallop along the main cobbled road, passing too many enemies to keep track of (at least a dozen). Head past some wooden barrels and defenses, passing a crossbow 


ambush and the signpost 


Race up the hill until Dandelion yells at you to leave your horse. You have at least 
eight of Whoreson's men to battle on the high road lit by braziers. Slay them all, 
then wait for Dandelion to approach the door. 


Run up a large set of stairs toward the Temple of the Eternal Fire. You tell 
Dandelion to run, while you try to fend off more bandits. The temple guard now 
join the fray, with the Reverend Nathaniel Pastodi attempting to arrest all of the 
troublemakers. After being surrounded, you have just enough time to teleport 
away. Dandelion is less lucky. The quest then concludes. 


TYING UP LOOSE ENDS IN NOVIGRAD 


The conversation returns to Geralt, Dandelion, Zottan, and Priscilla. You focus on 
the information you discovered during your adventures in Novigrad: 


© The fact that Ciri isn't in Novigrad. 


* Depending on how much of the adventure you have completed (in Velen and 
Skellige), this quest ends with the following options: 

# if you have completed Main Quest: Family Matters and Main Quest: Hunting a 
Witch, you reckon exploring Skellige (Main Quest: Destination Skellige) is in order. 


® Ifyou have completed Main Quest: Nameless, you think Main Quest: Family 
Matters or Main Quest: Hunting a Witch are both good plans, 


If you haven't completed up to either sets of quests in Velen or Skellige, you are 
at a loss at what to do. 


If you've completed Main Quest: Family Matters and Main Quest: Hunting a Witch, 
as well as Main Quest: Nameless, Main Quest: Ugly Baby automatically begins. 


4% In addition, there are Secondary Quests available for Dandelion, Zoltan, Triss, and 
the Assassins plotting regicide. All of these are detailed in the next section. 


TERITICADPATI DANDELION S QUESTS» 


DANGER ALERT 


SECONDARY QUEST: 


Related Quests: Main Quest: The Play's the Thing, Secondary Ques 
Carnal Sins 

Locations: Rosemary and Thyme (Novigrad}, Butcher's Yard Theater, 
Sophronia’s House, Polly's House, Rautlec’s House, Vegelbud 
Residence (Gustfietds) 

Characters: Priscilla, Dandelion, Irina Renarde, Sophronia, 
Crimson Avenger, Polly, Hubio, Hank Rautlec 

Enemies: Bandits 

Recommended Item: 200 Crowns 


TROUBLE IN PARADISE 


) OBJECTIVES: 


|| This quest becomes available once Main Quest: The Play's the Thing concludes, and 
Dandelion Is rescued. 


Return to the Rosemary and Thyme, and head inside. 
You witness the tail-end of an argument between 
Priscilla and Dandelion. She storms off, and he 
whines to you about being called a *whoremonger 
and a witless hack.” He hopes to change the more 
risqué nature of the Rosemary and Thyme. In fact, 
he is planning a cabaret. Though you may have 
advice about Dandelion using a bank, or your own 
Coin, simply agree to help Dandelion. A past fling of 
his—Sophronia—has a merchant father, and the coin could come from her. But 
to win her over, there must be a ruse most cunning. It involves a dull sword from 
Madame Irina, and a meet-up outside of Sophronia’s house at sunset. 


| OBJECTIVE: 


ned 


CABARE 


It's a short jog across and along the northern side 

of the canal. Locate the footbridge above the canal 
that leads to the rear entrance of The Butcher's Yard 
Theater. Enter Irina’s quarters (the brick building), 
and request the dull sword. She happily obliges. 


AHERO IS BORN itn 


, OBJECTIVES: _ 


Head northward into the Gildort District, along the 
raised thoroughfare above the bathhouse, then 
head to the courtyard just south of the main market 
square, near a small fountain. if Dandelion hasn't 
shown, meditate until just after sundown, He's 
fashionably late, and pitches you a plan—he needs 
Sophronia to believe him to be a hero who can save 
her from a bandit. You're playing the part of the bandit. You can agree, disagree, 
be incredulous at the stupidity of it all. Before there's any more time to argue, 
he shoves a handkerchief to hide your face, and tells you to meet him back at 
the Rosemary and Thyme in the morning, after you scare the woman, You have 
two opportunities to try the following: 


CRITICAL PATH 


The Crimson Avenger 


Read from the card Dandelion gave you. 


# Or improvise. 


201 


202 


Either plan results in an interruption from Dandelion—or as he now wishes to 
be known, the Crimson Avenger—who intends to defeat you with swordplay. 

tf you're adept and parrying and try to teach Dandelion a lesson, he protests. 
Instead, simply try some ineffectual counter attacks and let him strike you until 
“combat” concludes. Sophronia is really getting into the live-action roleplay part 
of this, and offers to bandage up Dandelion inside her house. Meanwhile, you're 
asked to leave. 


J, OBJECTIVE 


Head back to the Rosemary and Thyme (meditating 
until morning if necessary, Inside, Priscilla is 
speaking with a dwarven set builder. He turns to you 
to choose the interior decoration. 


4 Choose a theatrical look 
{this is Dandetion's preference). 


4 Choose a boudoir look. 


Let Priscilla decide. She chooses a theatrical look. 


After speaking about Dandelion to Priscilla, choosing any answer you wish, 
you agree to find the fellow. 


POLLY PUT THE CHOREOGRAPHY ON 


| OBJECTIVES 


Polly 


Dandelion is west and a little south of the Rosemary 
and Thyme. Find him banging against the door of 
Polly, Dandelion’s preferred choreographer, and her 
flancé who doesn't trust Dandelion's motives. You 
offer to break down the door, but Dandelion reckons 
there's a spare key around here, somewhere. Use 
your Witcher Senses and look under the wooden 
‘bucket to the right of the bench and front door. 


ITEM: Quest Item: Key to Polly's Hom« 


Once inside, Polly's fiancé has some choice words for the dandy, and you're 
able to ratchet down the verbal assault by choosing your own threatening words 
(you have two attempts, the first choice is a verbal put-down, but the second 
results in fisticuffs). Once Dandelion butters Hublo up, swears the Rosemary and 
Thyme is no longer a brothel, and offers to pay Polly handsomely, he relents 
Polly agrees to help, leaving you to converse with Dandelion as you wish 


PLACATING THE PLACARD-MAKER’S 
COLLECTORS 


Habio 


, OBJECTIVES: 


Next, Dandelion needs to stop by Hank Rautlec’s, a famed portrait artist 
(apparently). He's in charge of the placards for the Rosemary and Thyme, and 
Dandelion already ordered some from Rautlec, but they haven't arrived yet. Ask 
about Rautlec if you wish, then offer to get the placards. His place is a few doors 
northwest of the Golden Sturgeon, Head north, across the canal, then northwest 
to the entrance shown in the previous picture. Enter the modest establishment, 
and two bandits are sifting through his better works of art. You can: 


* Stop them from stealing, resulting in combat with the two foes. 
* Teli them you're only interested in the placards. 


Either way, a spot of fisticuffs is in order. After the two bandits are beaten down, 
they tell you where the halfling is—over at the Vegelbud estate, losing his last 
crowns at the races. 


OFF TO THE RACES 


| OBJECTIVES: 


The Vegelbud Residence is a lavish mansion with formal gardens and its own 
countryside racing road. It's east of here, and requires Fast Travel or a gallop on 
Roach. You'll ind Rautlec by a small caravan near the race seating and bookie 
caravan, talking to Count de Luverten. The Count has coaxed the halfling into one 
more bet, but if Rautlec’s horse loses, he'll be indebted for a lifetime, There are 
ways to solve this problem, of course. You can: 


> Persuade him that you'll race, and then win it f you win, the halfling is most 
appreciative, and tells you he'l deliver the placards. f you lose, you can pay off 
his debt (275 crowns now), or ignore Rautlec and let him flee. Either way, you 
return to Dandelion, 


© (200 Crowns) Simply pay off the debt. He's shocked by your generosity, and tells 
you he'll deliver the placards. Head back to Novigrad. 


Ignore Rautlec’s plight, and head back to the Rosemary and Thyme to tell 
Dandelion he'll have to live without his placards, 


Ud HORST 


AROUND 


Be sure you're familiar with the finer arts of horse racing, and the twists and turns 
Of this course. Why not gallop around the circuit once or twice on Roach, before 
‘speaking to Rautlec? 


QUEST CONCLUSION: OPENING NIGHT BUTTERFLIES 


Back at the Rosemary and Thyme, Dandelion is either thrilled at the “theatrical” 
facade of the place, or a little miffed at the boudoir décor, Either way, he aims to 
christen the place “the Chameleon.” Priscilla nips off to change her dress, and 
Dandelion orders a round of drinks to celebrate, Agree or refuse a drink, Then 
answer Dandelion however you wish, when he begins to talk about Priscilla 
(again). The conversation drifts on, as this quest concludes, and Secondary 
Quest: Carnal Sins automatically begins. 


Related Quests: Secondary Quest: Cabaret 

Locations: Novigrad; Rosemary and Thyme; Vilmerius Hospital, Gildorf 
Sewers, Novigrad Mortuary, Meyer and Meyer Woodworkers Shop, 
Vegelbud Estate, Crippled Kate’s, Warehouse 12 

Characters: Dandetion, Priscilla, Joachim von Gratz, Fablan Meyer, 
Hubert Rejk, Reverend Nathaniel Pastodi, Gus Meyer, Ingrid 
Vegelbud, Patricia Vegelbud, Sweet Nettie 

Enemies: Drowners, Water Hag, Poor Townsmen, Dogs, 
Vegetbud Guards, Vampil 

Recommended Items: Axii Detusion Level 3; 200 Crowns 


THE ACT OF A DEMENTED MIND 


p OBJECTIVES: _ 


is purely optional quest automatically starts at the conclusion of Secondary 
Cabaret. 


Your dandy friend is wearing a groove in the 
Rosemary and Thyme floorboards, pacing up and 
down in anticipation of Priscilla's arrival, When 

‘a messenger arrives to tell you both that she's 
been hurt, you both speed to Vilmerius Hospital 
The doctor (Joachim von Gratz) describes her 
condition as critical, Answer the doctor how you 
wish regarding the method of the attack (she was forced to drink a caustic fluid 
after being immobilized in some way), This isn’t the first victim to be mangled in 
this manner, either. Dandelion pleads for you to help find the person responsible. 
‘Agree, to continue this quest. Or arrange to meet him outside the Kingfisher inn, 
if you need to prepare. Joachim seems helpful. He offers to take you inside the 
morgue via the sewer entrance, so you can inspect the previous victim. 

Head to the sewer grate by the side entrance to the Kingfisher Inn, and descend, 
You appear with Joachim in the brick-walled dankness under the city. 


Joachim seems to 

be part viglante, as 

you speak to him 

while ridding the intial 
corridors of a couple 

of drowners. Two more 
lollop your way along 
with a water hag, before 
you can climb a wooden 
stairwell to a brick 
balcony and upper tunnel to the west. Follow Joachim up the stairs and then 
ladder, and finally a door into the mortuary itsetf. 


WE SEEK THE CORPSE OF A 
DWARVEN WOODCARVER 


E OBJECTIVE: 


CARNAL SINS 


Inspect the bodies on the gurnies using your Witcher 
Senses, One has been mauled by necrophages. 
Another is human, not dwarven. The dwarf lies in 
the northeast part of the area, near the autopsy 
posters. Tell Joachim to start the autopsy, in any of 


the following areas: Revere 


Nathanial Pastod! 
* Head—hair is bumed, eyes are scooped out. 
An incision made into the voice box, possibily with a scalpel. The murderer 
performed a tracheotomy. The mouth is burned and biistered like Priscilla's 
There is gray dust around the eye sockets, too; burning coals were placed into 
the sockets 


© Torso—deep wound to the left of the rib cage. A scar the length of 
his stomach; examine both. The scar is an old wound, but the stomach 
indicates the heart was carved out. Joachim delves into the wound and 
produces a small ball-shaped egg from an amphibian, This was the 
murderer's doing. Open the abdominal cavity, resisting the stench of 
formaldehyde, This was ingested! 


© Hands—welts on his wrists, indicating he was tied up. Someone took a ring 
off his finger. 


* Legs—he kicked something with his right foot 
© Genitals—early stages of syphilis. 


Afterward, you can tell Joachim your deductions (ritual murder, punishment, 
‘no motive, or you'd prefer not to share your conclusions) as you wish. You're then 
interrupted by the coroner (Hubert Rejk), who tells you the name of the dwarf 
(Fabian Meyer), Hubert isn’t happy that Joachim is doing his job for him. 

Ask how they know each other, then where the woodcarver's body was found 

(at his workshop near Farcomers, and dragged to the morgue by Eustace the 
corpse collector). Continue the investigation there, after Hubert covers for you 
‘once the prickish Reverend Nathaniel arrives, and closes the mortuary down. 

On the way out, chat to Joachim about Nathaniel's past as a torturer who now 
wears the garb of the Eternal Fire. 


SEEKING SACRILEGE: ASKING THRICELY 


OBJECTIVES: 


The following objectives can be attempted in 
any order. 


Explore the The Bits District as you're not far from 
Eustace’s location, near the recently deceased. 

He recalls the dead dwarf. Ask if he searched the 
corpse, and if there are others bearing the same 
wounds. There are—all ordered to be burned by the 
Reverend. After you accuse Eustace of stealing from 
corpses, the conversation tums tense. You can 


Eustace 


‘© (Axii Delusion Level 3); Befuddle him into revealing what was in the 
dwart's pockets. 


* (200 Crowns): Bribe him into telling you what the dwarf was carrying. 


© Threaten him. This doesn't phase Eustace, as he knows he has an important 
job, and protection from the likes of you. 


Either the delusion or bribe allows you to learn he found trinkets and baubles on 
the dwarf corpse, as well as 4 vellum letter. tt has the name “Priscilla” written on 
it! End the chat with a punch or an utterance, 


CRITICAL PATH 


203 


204 


L OBJECTIVES: 


Gus Moyer 


Travel to the main road near the Tretogor Gate, face west and knock on the 
large wooden door. You're greeted by Fabian's brother Gus, and his two toothy 
attack dogs. Ask the dwarf about the murder, and his brother's enemies (none, 
though he liked whores). Then use your Witcher Senses to find the following: 


* Abonfire of statues, probably deemed too revealing by the Eternal Fire. 
* Bloodstains where Fabian lay. The murderer dragged something heavy here. 


* ‘The sermon of a concemed citizen. Read it, to find some prose regarding 
depravity in these parts, 


© The workshop door; Gus opens it, providing you checked the drag marks and 
the blood, then talked to Gus. Check the corner inside for some formaldehyde. 
‘There are also more blood stains and an overturned chair. 


Now speak to Gus again, talking about his sculptures if you wish, but also about 
what exactly happened. The burning of the sculptures seems to be a lesson for 
the dwarves, .. and the whole city. 


ITE 


A: Quest Item: Concerned Citizen's Sermon 


p OBJECTIVE 


Journey to a seedy part of The Bits, close to the city wall near an ivy-covered 

shack, where a lady shows you a bit of leg. Hey, isn’t that Whistling Wendy, the 
whore from Henselt's camp who helped you find the kaedwenians conspirators 
(in Witcher 2)? It leads to a dead-end. Pry the Concerned Citizen's Sermon off 
the wall, and optionally read it. It's a diatribe about filth polluting the city. Then 
inspect the area with your Witcher Senses: 


There's blood on the ground, Possibly Priscilla’s 

‘© Abrazier, seemingly out of season for this time of year. 
‘© Aiman’s footprint, who took a step back. 

* Formaldehyde splattered on the ivy. 


It's only when you try 

to leave that the gates, 
are closed, and three 

of Whistling Wendy's 
brothers attempt to beat 
you to death, Use fists 
(as they've mistaken 
you for the murderer), 
though swordplay 
works, too. Afterward, 
the whore seems taken aback, realizes her hastiness, and tells you about her 
relationship with Priscilla (who treated her well, but jested about the Eternal Fire), 
and that her attack wasn't the first. 


ACRISIS OF FAITH 


E OBJECTIVES: 


During your previous objectives (usually after the second of the three are 
completed), you're stopped by a guard and told there's been another murder! You're 
to report to the coroner at once, back at the Mortuary. Hubert is waiting before he 
Starts the autopsy. Ask about him and von Gratz if you wish, Then begin the grisly 
evidence-removal. The coroner produces a parchment made of human skin. 
“Patricia Vegelbud.” Not the heiress?! Off to her estate, and don't spare the horse! 


E OB] 


Las 


Ingrid Vegotbud 


Whistle for Roach, and depart to the Vegelberg Estate, close to Wheat Fields 
(signpost). Speak to a gate guard, who Is at pains to let you into this compound. 
You reach Lady Vegelbud's daughter Ingrid, who doesn't believe you, but seems 
content to check on her mother. Follow her past the fountain, where servants are 
burning a bonfire of holy books and reliquaries after Patricia's crisis of faith, You 
enter the mansion, and reach Patricia's bedroom. 


Inside, you find Lady Vegelbud tied to the bed, and not in a good way, The 
murderer is escaping! Sprint across the room, down the stairs, and then head 
outside. You're forced into combat with a few guard dogs, and then around five 
Vegelbud guards, Progress to the area around the stairs, and you're stopped by a 
crossbow-wielding guard, who takes you prisoner. 


Back with Ingrid, she admonishes the guard for his ineptitude, and asks why 
her mother was targeted. You can answer as you wish, though the clues you've 
found should indicate the choice that's most accurate (that she blasphemed). 
Head to the bedroom and inspect Patricia Vegelbud's corpse, where you find the 
note for the next victim: “Sweet Nettie—Crippled Kate's." 


A KNOCKAROUND GUY 


E OBJECTIVES 


Sweet Nettie 


A fast gallop (or a Fast Travel) to the mouth of the canal at the western docks 
in Novigrad allows quick access to the brothel known as Crippled Kate's, 

‘Ask inside, and you're told she's with a customer. Sprint upstairs (all the way 
to the top floor), and enter a bedroom where Nettie sits, stripped and tied to a 
chair, and about to be intruded by none other than the Reverend Nathaniel! 
He's annoyed with the interruption, and vows to see to you first, Answer him 
within the timer (choose any option), then listen carefully to his response, as he 
tells you he's not the killer. Your response? 


‘© That he almost convinced you. This leads to Quest Conclusion #1 
‘* Ask who left the letter on Patricia. This leads to Conclusion #2. 
'* Tell him to mind his manners. This leads to Conclusion #2. 


QUEST CONCLUSION #1: COGITA ANTE SALIS 


OBJECTIVE 


This deviant in priest's clothing cannot be allowed to live! Battie him in the © Stopping him with a stem warning. This ends with Nettie being freed after you 


bedroom, and then untie poor Nettie. She tells you he wanted to do “everything,” slay Nathaniel. Untie poor Nettie, but her account doesn't seem to quite tally 
which included hitting her so she passed out. Though the man was a monster, with the inhumanity the other victims underwent, so Nathaniel isn't the man 
Nettie’s account doesn’t seem to quite tally with the sheer inhumanity of what you want, 


the previous victims underwent. Oh, well... the quest is solved. 


Journey further into 
Novigrad Docks District 
and open a side door 
just left of the main 
(locked) gates. 


i ‘Some time later, you may stumble on another victim of the psychotic attacker, 
|| revealing you made the wrong decision, Check the note on the victim directing you 
to the mortuary, and a second note. Then complete Conclusion #2 if you wish, Hubert Rejk is caught 
red-handed. Though 
his cool disposition 
QUEST CONCLUSION #2: IN FLAGRANTE DELICTO belies his true form as 
a higher vampire! After waffling on about the symbolism present in his murders, 
OBJECTIVES } and his concurrence with the Eternal Fire Church's diagnosis of Novigrad as a 
———— s fallen city, you can answer him as you wish; each of the three choices leads to 
a grotesque transformation, and a battle against this vampire! Defeat it, using 
tactical knowledge gleaned from the Bestiary. Once it's dead, the quest is 
solved properly. 


This deviant in priest's 
clothing cannot be 
allowed to... wait, what 
did he say? He wants 
to calmly talk to you, 
and you quickly figure 
ut that the coroner is 
the only one that knew 
Where Nathaniel would 


END: DANDELION AND CALLONETTA 


p OBJECTIVE 


Return to the Vilmerius Hospital, where von Gratz and Dandelion are seeing 


be, Now its the turn of Priscilla’s wounds heal quite quickly. Dandelion vows to see her through this 
the Reverend to point you in the direction of his erstwhile friend. He's at warehouse hardship, and write her a song. The quest concludes, after which you can speak 
twelve procuring formaldehyde. Now he'll get back to Nettie... until you: to von Gratz at length about his background, if you wish 


* (Axil Delusion Level 3) Befuddle him into leaving her alone. This ends with 
Nettie being freed and Nathaniel unharmed. 


‘After the unfriendly folk have gone, Zoltan confides 
CO RCM that Ouke and Earl are pretenders to the criminal 


Quest: Collect “em All!, Secondary Quest: The Soldier Statuette underworld chieftains of Novigrad. Keep prying, 
Locations: Rosemary and Thyme (Novigrad), Zed's Pawnbrokers, and Zoltan eventually reveals he owes a wee sum 
The Golden Sturgeon, Caesar's House, Novigrad City Wall, Sewers to Franis Bedlam, King of Beggars. To pay him back, 
Characters: Zoltan Chivay, Zed, Ravik, Caesar Bilzen the dwar is taking up Gwent—not playing the 
Se ne CREO AER osme, but collecting the rarest cards. He has 
aa buyer, but he's missing three critical rare cards, 
Care to help? He needs the following: 


Zolten Chivay 


* Fringilia Vigo. 
© Faoiltiama 


John Natalis. 


Zoltan reckons one of his pawnbroker friends (Zed) 
might have these cards. His shop is only a few steps 

} away tothe southwest (and north along the main 
thoroughfare up from Glory Gate). 


CRITICAL PATH 


I - rl j - Duke 


| This quest is available once you complete Main Quest: The Ptay's the Thing 


aia oars eae ee ZED’S DEAD, BABY. ZED’S DEAD. 


LO ITS ONTHECAR 


This quest involves the location and gathering of certain high-value Gwent cards, 
‘There are actually nearly 200 of these to gather throughout your adventures, and 
|) many allow you advantages over the opponents you play against. For further | 


| information, check Secondary Quest: Collect ‘em All (starting on page 486). 


On your way back to the Rosemary and Thyme, you may encounter a heated 
argument between your friend Zoltan, and a group of bandits led by a Duke. 
There's threatening talk, which you verbally break up. 


» OBJECTIVES: 
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Run southwest along 
the main road, and up 
the wooden steps to 

the locked door above 
Zed's stall. There are 
‘sounds of commotion 
coming from inside. 
Head back downstairs, 
climb the ladder by 

the woodworkers, then 
ascend to the roof ledge 
before stepping to the 
edge and leaping across 
to Zed's roof, Enter 
through the attic door. 


Drop down into the 
bedroom, where you 
can examine the body 
of Zed—he's quite 
dead, Descend via the 
Interior steps, and you intrude into a conversation between two bandits. They 
have one of the cards you seek, but can't find the other. Draw your sword and 
pulverize them, 


‘Once the intruders have been defeated, inspect the corpse of the bandit called 
Ringo, and you can gather the first Gwent card you seek, along with the keys to 
this abode (allowing you to unlock the door you couldn't access on your way here). 


Now start to methodically check the room for the ledger. There are a couple of 
scattered chests, but the area of real interest is a scratch mark under the stairs. 
Use Aard to remove a small false wall beneath the steps, allowing you to pry 
open a chest and gather the ledger. Now return to Zoltan, 


ITEMS: Other Item: Faoittiama Faolitarra (Gwent Card), Quest items: 
Key to Zed's Pawnbroker’s, Ledger of income and Outlays | 


‘Speak to Zoltan about the cards. The ledger shows Zed's been selling cards to 
‘somebody called Caesar Bilzen, and another called Rawvy. Ask who these fellows 
are (Cleaver's clerk, and someone Zoltan doesn’t get on with, so they must be 
visited alone). Your two new objectives appear, and can be completed in either 
‘order (though it's better to visit Ravik first), 


(OPTIONAL) A LIFE-OR-DEATH GAME 
OF GWENT 


Ravik is in the lower drinking chambers of the Golden Sturgeon, due west of 
the Town Square. As you arrive, he’s being threatened by “Earl,” one of the 
henchmen you encountered earlier. Through conversation, you are presented 
with one of two choices: 


© (Gwent) Play Gwent, with Ravvy's life on the line (you lose, and he dies). If you 
lose, they quickly kill Ravvy, forcing you to fight. I you win, they attack you, 
but Rawy survives. 


* Or simply have the bandits kill Ravvy, and slay them afterward. 


Claim the Gwent card from Ravvy (either his corpse, or “persuade” him with 
conversation if he's alive). 


ITEM: Other Item: John Natatis (Gwent Card) 


HIGH SPIRITS WITH CAESAR BILZEN 


JECTIVES 


Caesar Bilzen 


Meet Zoltan at Caesar's house, in the southeast comer of the Town Square, and 
talk about hoodwinking the dwarven fisherman. You must sneak upstairs while 
Zoltan keeps him occupied with some Mahakaman spirit 


The ruse begins while Caesar asking if you fish, Answer however you wish. As 
the drink starts to flow, you're asked how zander tastes (answer how you wish), 
and how you enjoy catching fish (bombs or live bait; answer how you wish), 
When Zoltan nudges you to find more to drink, take this (or the previous choices 
to leave) as a cue to start searching the premises. 


Atop the stairs, inspect the large room using your Witcher Senses. The cabinet 

with the knife on it opens when you inspect the Knife itself, Inspect the drawer, 

and gather a Triangular Key. Now head over to the bookcase, The right one has 
a triangular hole in the wall, Insert the key, and the left bookcase slides open to 
reveal a secret door. 


ITEMS: Quest Item: Triangular Key, 
Alchemy and Crafting: Dwarven Spirit 


Open the secret door, climbing more stairs to a hidden top floor. Here, there's a 
variety of treasure to gather or leave, but before departing, be sure to grab the 

Jade figurine on a small cabinet, and the Fringila card on a display table ahead 
‘and left of the top of the steps (after you enter the room) 


ITEMS: Quest item: Jade figurine, Other Item: Fringitla Vigo i 
(Gwent Card) { 


. OBJECTIVE 


Head back down to the drunken dwarves, and let Zoltan know you're ready to 
leave, Caesar is about to protest you not returning with any spirits, when two 
masked dwarfs crash through the front door. They are henchdwarves of Cleaver, 
one of the “Big Four” crime bosses of Novigrad, You can 


* Stay and stop the abduction. 
* Leave, and not fight the two henchdwarves. 


Afterward, you can tell Zoltan about Caesar's collection and his obsession 

with the Nitfgaard. Tell Zoltan about the Jade figurine you pocketed, and he 
suggests you show it to Triss (beginning Secondary Quest: The Soldier Statuette, 
on page 397). 


END: THE CATFISH IS THE KING OF THE PONTAR! 


With all three cards pocketed, you can now meet Zoltan's Gwent card buyer, over by 
the city wall, through the brick archway. Standing aver the corpse of the buyer Is the 
Duke, who has murdered the poor fellow. As bandits surround you, Duke flees, Give 

chase while Zoltan mops the floor with the mercenaries. 


Sprint to the open door 
opposite, climb the two 
ladders in the stone 
towers, passing a fallen 
guard with Duke's fist 
imprinted in his face 
Turn right (southeast) 
and run along the 

city wall battlements, 
through a small tower, 
then another, and into @ second larger gatehouse. Descend all five ladders until 
you reach the sewer entrance. 


Enter the sewers, ignoring Duke ahead of you (the grating between you both is 
locked). Tur right (northeast), heading down a tunnel ramp and engaging two 
drowners in combat. Face left (northwest) and use Aard to destroy a weak wall 


"ONDARY QUEST:¥A/MAT 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Count Reuven’s Treasure, 7 
Secondary Quest: Now or Never 2 
Locations: Triss’ Townhouse (Novigrad), Fishmarket, Etihat’s Tailor 
Shop, Vegetbud Residence 
Characters: Triss Merigold, Vegelbuds’ Servant, Elihal, 
Moritz Diefenthel, General Morvran Voohris, Sigismund Dijkstra, 
Margrave Vladimir de Cret, Lady Ingrid Vegelbud, Albert Vegelbud 
Enemies: Whoreson’s Henchmen, Bandits, Rich Townsman, 
Witch Hunters, Witch Hunter Officer 
Recommended Item: 260 Crowns or more 


WHAT'S THE BEST PRICE ON A TROUT? 


| OBJECTIVES: 


|| This quest becomes available once Main Quest: The Play's the Thing concludes, 


‘and Dandelion is rescued. 


Head into The Bits district of Novigrad, finding the leaning townhouse where Triss is 
currently hiding out. Beware of Whoreson's henchmen, who may be active (and must 
be defeated) in this area. Enter the townhouse and ascend to Triss’ room. She tells 
you Lady Ingrid Vegelbud has sent her a message. She is prepared to hel mages 
escape from Novigrad, but this isn't charity; it is a quid pro quo. She's supposed to 
find out more from a servant of the Lady's, who has arranged to meet at the fish 
‘market. You can offer to help, tell her nat to go near, and offer other advice. However, 
it is decided that you'll wait nearby, while she meets this mystery man. 


Then sprint ahead, into a cistem chamber where drowners have sliced into the 
hapless Duke, who lies wounded on a wooden platform. Choose to leave him to 
bleed out, or kill him quickly. 


V4 ANSEARLY*DEATH FOR DUKE 


you caught Duke earlier, you don't need to venture down into the sewers, 


Back at the meeting place, Zoltan has dealt with the bandits. Inform him of 
Duke's demise, and then choose whether you want to claim the dwarf's three 
Gwent cards (to add to your collection), or share the bag of coin. The quest 
then concludes. 


4 
ROF LIFEAND DEATH) 
Journey southwest 
across Novigrad, toward 
the Town Square and 
the fishmarket just 
south and a little west 
from there, close to 
the canal bridge. The 
servant himself is 
dressed as a townsman, 
and stands close to the 
bridge. Speak with him regarding “trout,” and he isn't happy to deal with you, 
but he has little other choice. He tells you to follow him, 


| OBJECTIVES 


He heads south across the canal bridge, under the stone archway, before he's 
set upon by three bandits! Fight them off quickly. Triss soon appears, telling you 
the bandits worked for the witch hunters. Ask what's going on, and you're told 
Lady Vegelbud's son, Albert, has taken an interest in alchemy, and the Temple 
Guard knows of this heretical pastime. Bribery isn't working. Posit that Albert 
might have to flee away from his mansion. This is to take place at a forthcoming 
masquerade ball. You can call this idea good or bad; it's stil taking place! You're 
given an invitation, and told to wear a fox mask so you're easily let in by the 
Vegelbuds’ estate quards. Opt to head there immediately, or after you prepare, 
Triss is adamant you look the part. Which means visiting Elihal's shop. 

What's more, Triss wants you to wear a doublet! 


FOXY LADY 


| OBJECTIVES 


E 


Find Elihal's tailor shop in the nonhuman shanty 
town adjacent to Tretogor Gate. Speak with Elihal 
and inspect his fineries. 


He has four masks on offer, but only the fox one was 
requested by Triss. 


© Purchase the Fox Mask (100 crowns), or all of 
them. If you want to wear a mask, too, buy at 
least one more mask, as well as the Fox. 
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* (Optional) Then purchase an “elegant” (any of the six styles). Then buy 
breeches (any of the three styles). Finally, purchase the footwear (either of the 
styles): Expect to pay no more than 60 crowns for all three items. 


‘Assuming you bought the outfit, change into it before you meet with Triss again 
Now head back to Triss’ townhouse. She certainly doesn’t scrub up too badly 


+ It you ignored her request to dress up, she's disappointed in your attire. 
+ If you purchased and are wearing the clothes she requests, she's thrilled. 


You hand her the fox mask and head off to the Vegelbuds' estate. You're allowed 
in, but without any weapons. Let the party commence! 


FINDING A PANTHER ON THE PROWL 


| OBJECTIVE 


Wander up the formal gardens until you're harangued by a slightly sotted rich 
townsman, who mistakes Triss for a common strumpet. After getting his dander 
up, you can: 


‘Tell him he's asked for it, put up your dukes, and pummel this rude nobleman 
until he yields in a bout of fisticutts. 


‘Or toll Triss to get out of here, and step away without incident. 


Feel free to walk around the gardens, listening to the merry makers and revelers. 
When you reach the stone steps to the large wooden doors, Triss bumps into an 
old friend, Moritz. He isn’t the most pleasant of mages, and you can interrupt 

oF let the conversation continue, After Moritz leaves, answer Triss however you 
wish, She'l tell you about Moritz later. 


Through the door and 
into the upper gardens 
you go. Head right 

at the fountain, and 
onto the grassy area 
where there's a Gwent 
tournament underway. 
You have a couple of 
interesting players to 
beat (and gather some 
Tare cards from), Your first match Is against Margrave Viadimir de Cret. 


Ud ITSON THECARDS 


Ht you're a Gwent card collector, and also wish to play against as many opponents as 

Possible, definitely take part in this. t's the only time you can gather some cards and 

challenge these players! 

| Need help formulating a plan to beat de Cret? Check out some Gwent tactics on 
page 92. 


| Be): 


Lady ingrid Vegetbud 
ifyou head toward the maze area, right of the fountain, you bump into a man 

ina lion’s mask—who turns out to be the Nilfgaardian Gerenal Voohris! You 
have a quick and pleasant conversation. Now mingle among the aristocrats and 
noblefolk, finding the large food tent where a pig-nosed Dijkstra is troughing. 


General Morvran Voohris Sigismund Dijkstra 


Speak with him if you wish, before heading toward the hedges to the left of the 
main fountain. Lady Vegelbug is there, speaking to some friends. She ushers you 
toa private location—the well. 


You may ask about the witch hunters, before starting the extrication of Albert, 

As Ingrid describes him as a “dimwit,” he might not fully understand the threats 
that face him. She tells you he wears a panther mask, and the kidnapping should 
start once everyone is suitably sloshed. 


OBJECTIVES: 


Proceed to the right side of the curved staircases, 
through the garden arch to a hedgerow bench where 
Albert is regaling some guests with some tall tales. 
‘Speak with him, and it's obvious he's both an idiot 
and drunk. After explaling who you are, agree to 
meet once the fireworks start, at the entrance to the 
hedge maze. 


Albert Vegelbud 


INCH BY INCH, LITTLE FROG... 


f, OBJECTIVES 


Triss hopes you might pass the time sitting on a garden bench with her. Oblige 
(or spend some time playing more Gwent first, if you want), Head back through 
the gate, into the lower gardens, and find the bench tucked away behind a privet 
hedge. Sit down, and Triss sips from a wine goblet. You bring up Moritz, after 
which Triss seems to waver in the belief of her abilities. You can 


‘Tell her she's charismatic. Or has personal charm. 
# Or the mages don’t have anyone else helping them. 


The latter doesn't win you any favors with Triss. You pull her close as a lost 
reveler wanders by. Triss professes her drunkenness, laughing at the maze's 
nude statues. Then she bolts for the garden maze! Quickly follow her down the 
stone steps of the maze entrance, before following the mini-map and chasing 
Triss into the middle of the maze. 


She leaps on the edge of the fountain, and falls. You catch her just as the 
fireworks begin to spark and thunder 

® Kiss Triss as the fireworks start. 

'® You don’t have time for such frivolous activities. 

You put Triss down, after which Albert makes an appearance, You switch masks 
to confuse any potential pursuers 


END: MORE FIREWORKS 


OBJECTIVES 


Retrace your steps out 
of the maze, using the 
map to guide you if you 
aren't sure of the route 
to take. Head up the 
stone steps to the small 
hedge courtyard where 
a female reveler is 
Jooking for Albert. You're 
then surrounded by two witch hunters and an officer. 


Without swords, you're using your fists and feet to punish them. When all three 
are dropped, weave your way up and out of the stone stepped exit, and into the 
lower gardens. It is now a simple matter of heading north down the gardens 
toward the stables, where you meet Lady Vegelbud, Triss, and Albert. After a brief 
chat, Tiss and Albert depart as the quest concludes. 


ER ALER — am i POILER ALERT KK 
_ SECONDARY QUEST? NOVIGRAD, Cl OSED CITY 


. This isn’t a friend of the three bandits, but rather a Witch Hunter, lying wounded 
RADOVID'S IRON FIST and ready to be killed by them. Feel free to: 


# Let the murder occur, and obtain payment (a small amount of crowns) from 


= — the bandits. 

ie ee ite bai a Quest i eee sd selec ae (Quest: 4% Stop the murder, killing all three bandits and receiving a shocked thanks from the 

ape ead Pgh re pa ithe aly pe eee Witch Hunter. He wasn't expecting help from the likes of you. The wounded Witch 
ae ne en enna Hunter asks to be patched up. You can agree (you automatically appear inside the 


The combined forces Dee, Soares 


of Radovid, his witch > At this point, the quest concludes. 

hunters, and the Eternal 

Fire have transformed PLAN 2: AHAUNTING WE WILL GO 
the city of Novigrad into 
a death trap for anyone 
even considered to be 
a mage. Approach a || This Quest begins when you find any of the three keys. You don't have to speak to 
gate, and you may see |) the noblewoman to start the quest, though this is the optimal path 

a hapless victim being —— eeeennsncisiniinieel 
accused of witchcraft for brewing a herb potion! Attempt to enter the city, and 
you're stopped by the Temple Guard, who demand to see your pass. What pass? 
ne that confirms you aren't a mage. 


Toll the guard you don't have a pass, and he begins to instruct you on the ways 
to prove you aren't a mage so you can get one. Fortunately, he’s stopped by a 
second guard, who hands him the pass, whispering *regards from Sigi Reuven” 
as he leaves, You are now free to move about the city, but be prepared for an 
increase in witch hunter activities across town. One of the mages burning in the Luss! the Fax 
town square, for example, was Triss’ “friend” who you met during Secondary 

Quest: A Matter of Life and Death. The situation for the mages is getting 

desperate, Can you help? Head to the Temple District of Novigrad, and locate the noblewoman (she's at 
the north end of the main covered bridge), who seems to be having trouble 
with some supernatural entities in her abode. Agree to help her, and she leads 
the way. 


Before you do, you may wish to engage in one (ar both) of the following 
quest activities: 


PLAN 1: SOMETHING SMELLS OFF 


| 


} This Quest begins when you find the bandits mentioned below. } Follow the woman northwards, along the main street, to her dwelling — part of 


the imposing stone gatehouse — and defeat two witch hunter guards inside, 

You accuse her of attempting to trap her, and she's sly with her answers before 
giving up some rather interesting information; the first of three treasure keys! 
Perhaps this is the reward to take? It seems so, as the woman promptly flees the 
scene. Now check the corpses of the foes you slaughtered for a Warrant (either 
body has one), 


ITEM: Treasuy tiof3) 


Open your Quest Items inventory and read the warrant you picked up. It refers to 
three bandits said to be in possession of magic contraband: 


Bandit 


Head to the filthy street junction just north of the Golden Sturgeon. A trio of 
bandits beckon you over (find them near the rickety fence). They hope you can 
help them find an injured mate of theirs. Agree to help to further this quest. © Fritz, hiding near the Crooked House. 
Ask for clues, and they tell you he came from the sewers. 


* Lussi the Fox, hiding on Temple Isle near the bridge, 


CRITICAL PATH 


© Walter, last seen in the Lacehalls (Putrid Grove). 


tt seems Lussi was the startled noblewoman you just spoke with. Now to find the } 
other two! 


PLAN 2: FINDING THE SECOND 
TREASURE KEY 


; OBJECTIVE 


Pick up the scent using your Witcher Senses along the cobblestone street just BS 
‘northeast of the bandits, Examine the following as you locate the scent: OBJECTIVE 


* Boot prints with traces of sewer slime. There's a mark on the ground nearby, 
to. Continue to the wiped handprint on the stone wall. Head down an 
alleyway just left of the handprint, heading north, Head up the steps to the 
market stall, Then continue northwards along the long, shallow stone steps 
to the outer wall of the witch hunters’ compound, and the man you seek is by 
the bushes. 


You have one key already. Now to find the other two. These can be approached 
in either order (though the following route is optimal), and the general objective 
location was listed in the warrant: 


209 


210 


The further of the two 
bandits has dropped 
his key, which can be 
found close to the area 
just behind (south of) 
Crippled Kate's brothel 
‘Simply find the bag 
behind the back door, 
‘on the deck, near the 
‘small market square. 


ITEM: Treasure Key (2 of 3) 


PLAN 2: FINDING THE FINAL 
TREASURE KEY 


The nearer of the two bandits is close to the Crooked House (where Triss 
Merigold resides), Head there, until the objective area appears on on your mini- 
‘map, and begin searching using your Witcher Senses 


<) DANGER ALERT 


Main Quest: A Favor for Radovid 
Locations: Triss’ Townhouse, Kingfisher Inn, Gildorf Sewers, 

Novigrad Docks 
Characters: Triss Merigold, Anisse, Berthold, Otivier, Sigismund Dijkstra 
Enemies: Temple Guards, Witch Hunters, Drowners, Rats, Katakan. 


Recommended Items: Axii Delusion Level 1 


CULLING OF THE MAGES 


| OBJECTIVE 


This quest starts once both Main Quest: A Favor for Radovid, and Secondary Quest: 
‘A Matter of Life and Death, both conclude. Triss has asked you for help, and you 
| must oblige her in helping those hiding from the witch hunters. 


| > tyou ignore this quest, a the mages are massacred by witch hunters 

| (the results of which are seen during Act Ii: Main Quest: Blindingly Obvious) 
and you cannot hope for a romantic involvement with Triss. Consult that 

| quest (see page 258) for further information. 


M you complete this quest, you have additional interactions concerning 
‘nonhumans becoming scapegoats, during Main Quest: Blindingly Obvious, 


> If you convince Triss to stay during this quest, she becomes your love 
|| interest. if you've already convinced Yennefer of this fact, prepare for an 


The temple guard and witch hunters are guarding 
the streets by Triss’ townhouse, You may speak with 
them; they are “scrubbing the fungus clear.” Speak 
with a threatening tone, and you have the three of 
them to dispatch. Or, a more subservient tone allows 
you to walk away. 


‘Afterward, enter the leaning townhouse (known 
‘as “The Crooked House") and ascend the stairs to 
where Triss is talking to her frightened landlady and landlord. 


Tiss Merigold 


+ Ifyou fought the foes down on the streets, they are furious at you attracting 
attention to this place, 


Ifyou walked away from the foes down on the streets, they are discussing Triss’ 
rent payments. 


There's a Concerned 
Citizen's Sermon on 

the ground, near some 
wooden stairs. Head 

up the stairs, tun right 
into the dwelling, and 
find the remains of Fritz 
inside. He's long dead 
Stay inside this hovel, 
head up the stairs, to a 
small landing (past a torch recently used), and search the desk for a key and note. 


IT 


S: Treasure Key (3 of 3), 


| OBJECTIVE 


The reason to find the keys in the order listed is due to the fact that the sate all 
three keys unlock is adjacent to the desk you found the letter about treasure on. 
Read the letter, then turn left, unlock the safe (which holds a variety of excellent 
treasure), and conclude this quest 


ERALERT &X 


OR NEVER 


Triss attempts to calm the couple down, and offers them her necklace. 

You can let her give away this cherished possession, or lightly threaten the 
landlady. Either way, the two of them leave. As sheltering a sorceress is a crime 
punishable by death, Triss tells you they risked a lot. Answer her how you wish, 
She tells you Novigrad has been locked down; the temple guard and witch 
hunters now stop even common folk with lucky rabbit’s-foot charms as they look 
for mages. Ask how you can help (to continue this quest). 


‘She is unsure whether to move the mages hidden below the city streets to the 
docks, or to try and find two wayward mages (Berthold and Anisse) who haven't 
fendezvoused in yet. Answer how you wish (though don’t tell her you can't help 
if you want to continue this quest). Triss wants to know whether to help these 
two lost mages (and put the others at risk) or head straight to the Kingfisher Inn 
(where the others are hiding) and abandon the two to certain death. You can: 


© Tell her “we should help Anisse and Berthold.” The quest continues, 


* Inform her that she shouldn't “risk everything for two people." You can now 
head directly to the Kingfisher Inn. 


GOING TO BITS 


The waylaid mages are hiding somewhere in The 
Bits district. Follow Triss out of the townhouse and 
roughly east down some wooden steps. Triss spots 
patrol; usually witch hunters or temple quards 
numbering three or four. You can: 


Berthold 


* Hide at the comer of a building, waiting for the 
patrol to pass, before continuing. 


* Or face questioning if spotted, and combat afterward. 


Then it's northward into the alleyway within The Bits, and up into a dwelling on 
your right, just before the stone steps. Something is amiss as you race up the 
interior stairs. Witch hunters are already in the room! Finish them both with gusto 
(and with speed, as they can slay either of the mages you are rescuing. 


* |fone of the mages died, the other is devastated. 
If both survived, Berthold isn't keen on leaving. 
Speak to them both: 


‘© (Axii Delusion Level 1) The only way to coax them out is to befuddle them. 
They agree to meet you where the others. 


UNDER THE KINGFISHER’S NEST 


L OBJECTIVES: 


Otivier 


Follow Triss up the stone steps, and then in the general direction of the 
Kingfisher Inn. Along the way, Tiss may spot a patrol—usually witch hunters or 
temple guards numbering three or four, You can: 


© Hide at the corner of a building, waiting for the patrol to pass, 
before continuing, 


* Or face questioning if spotted, and combat afterward. 


‘As you near your objective, she speaks about how times have changed for 
mages, then heads roughly west, through an arch and around a low stone wall 
to the side entrance of the red-bricked fagade of the Kingfisher Inn. Once inside, 
prepare for one of the following: 


® It you rescued Anisse and Berthold, repel three witch hunters who have already 
discovered a group of mages inside. Do not rest until they are slain. You stoop 
‘over the corpse of Olivier—you were too late to save him. Speak with Triss, 
answering with compassion (or not), then follow her. 


4 Ifyou ignored Anisse and Berthold, step into the inn, and you're greeted by Olivier. 
You speak with him, and are quickly lead downstairs after Triss. Follow her. 


‘A secret wall slides open. You descend into a reasonably spacious brick cellar full 
of robed folks, some huddled and others standing. Listen to them if you wish. 


BLOODLETTING IN THE SEWERS 


| OBJECTIVES: 


While Triss checks on survivors, you're surprised to see Dijkstra, who tells you 
he's here to help extricate the mages out to Kovir. Exchange banter (choose 

any option), before Triss begins to speak. The escape route has been planned. 
‘Agree to start planning the route through the city's sewers. Move north, and head 
through the open gate, Then descend the sloping tunnel, following it around to an 
initial encounter with two Drowners. Be sure Triss is behind you. Turn left (west) 
at the junction. 


Head north from the chamber with the wooden barrel scaffold, to what seems 
like a dead-end. You tell Triss to relax, and strike out at the western wall with 
‘Aard. This opens a crack, leading you into a secret library chamber! A wealth of 
reading material is available here. Loot any tomes you wish, then crack open 
the loose brickwork in the southwestern comer of this chamber, Step into a 
subsequent tunnel, tackling a drowner incoming from the west. 


The drowner was guarding an iron gate. Fortunately, itis unlocked, Head down 
the tunnel. Triss hears rats. You spot two more drowners—attack them along 
with Tiss’ magic backing you up. Then push open another gate, leading you into 
a brick balcony on the perimeter of a large and foul-smelling room teeming with 
rodents! Triss greets the news with revulsion, but it's nothing she can’t handle. 


Continue around the balcony and down the wooden steps to the ground level. Push 
back the rats with judicious use of Igni. Along the way, you spot strewn corpses, 
You're right under the main square, and ‘The Cleaver’ has his headquarters here, 
That's not a coincidence. Head south to the set of wooden steps. The gate beyond 
is sealed, so head up the steps, and proceed along an ascending tunnel. Stop at 
the landing for a moment as Triss inspects her bite wounds. Now continue up and 
easterwards battling three more Drowners at the top of the tunnel. This upper area 
is a dead-end (come here to clear it of foes). Take the side tunnel to the south, 
back down the last short tunnel steps you just walked up. It leads to this small 
chamber of scattered debris and a high window (as shown). 


OBJECTIVE 


Head west, down a 

new tunnel, entering a 
junction chamber and 
west again, through an 
‘open gate and down a 
tunnel curving around 
to the right (north). Then 
it's a sprint west, past a 
corpse propped up near 
an eerie light, Check the 
slumped body—it has been drained of blood. The reason for this death is in the | 
next chamber (west); a prowling katakan that should be dispatched. Then it's up a 
series of curved tunnels east and west, all the way to the Novigrad docks, 


QUEST CONCLUSION: ONE LAST FAREWELL? 


| OBJECTIVES: q 


Climb the wooden 

wharf to reach Dijkstra's 
men, then the man 
himself. The boat isn't 
in the best shape, but 

it should make the trip 
to Kovir. 


CRITICAL PATH 


You have a brief 
opportunity to verbally 
tussle with Dijkstra 
(answer how you wish) about your affections for Triss, before a physical tussle 
with the advancing witch hunters becomes inevitable. Kill all six of them, 
advancing onto the main dock if fighting becomes cramped. 


Triss returns with the mages. She'll never forget what you did for her. 
At this point, you can: 


> Tell her “farewell” and she forlornly boards the ship, which sets sail for Kovir. 


> Tell her, “stay with me" and she tells you she can't do this again, with you, 
You both had your chance. You can tell her: 
“Go, I'll miss you,” and she boards the boat. 
“Let's try again,” and she refuses, and boards the boat. 
“Love you,” and she still boards the boat. 


an 
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Return to Dijkstra, who 
tells you of his own 
failed love story (which 
you can listen to or 
not). Then, only if the 
following circumstances 
have been fulfilled, 
Triss returns to shore, 
shocked at your 
passion. You need to: 
Kiss her during the masquerade ball (Secondary Quest: A Matter of Life and Death). 


> Not have told her that you couldn't help her with the mages, at the beginning of 
this quest; you must agree to help. 


‘Toll her “I love you" at this point. Answer her politely (don’t say she's “changeable,” or 
anything unpleasant), and she tells you she knows a spot where you can watch the ships.” 


DANGER ALERT 


SECONDARY QU EST: AN E 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Get Junior 

Locations: Temerian Partisan Hideout, Hanged Man's Tree, Mulbrydale 
Characters: Vernon Roche, Ves 

Enemies: Nilfgaardian Soldiers 


TEMERIA: THAT'S WHAT MATTERS 


OBJECTIVES: 


| This quest is available once you complete Main Quest: Get Junior. It is worth 
‘completing as soon as possible, so you can continue the Assassins’ Secondary 
Quests fi 


Journey into the territory of Gustfields, northeast of 
‘Oxenfurt, and locate the Temerian Partisan Hideout 
where you first met Roche, Find him in one of the 
many crags, talking tactics with his guerillas, 


Ask him about the “problem” he mentioned, and 
he tells you that Ves took a couple of men across 
the river to Mulbrydale, to stick it to the Nilfgaard. 
Unfortunately, this went against Roche's direct 
orders. He hopes you'll track her down and stop her before she puts herself and 
Roche in danger. Agree to help. 


Vernon Roche 


* Without Triss—You bid Dijkstra farewell, who tells you he needs some help 
with the assassination of King Radovid, and a meeting has been arranged at 
the Passiflora (Secondary Quest: A Deadly Plot), and the quest concludes. 


© With Triss—You recline at the lighthouse, watching the mages’ ship sail 
away, and engage in a spot of majestic revelry. Triss is now considered your 
girlfriend (whether or not Yennefer is, too!). After your trist with Triss, you climb 
down the lighthouse, and run into Dijkstra, who tells you he needs some help 
with the assassination of King Radovid, and a meeting has been arranged at 
the Passiflora (Secondary Quest: A Deadly Plot), and the quest concludes, 


Carnal Knowledge: Triss Merigold 


FOR AN EY 


MULBRYDALE: THE NILFGAARD IN TATTER 


OBJECTIVES 


Head across the river to Hanged Man's Tree (where 
you began your Velen exploration), and speak with 
Roche who is already waiting for you. You both look 
down the hill and, since the village of Mulbrydale 
isn't on fire yet, you trust Ves hasn't launched her 
attack. No, wait. There's yelling and smoke. Ves is 
here alright! 


‘Sprint after Roche, down the road and into 
Mulbrydale, and begin a pitched battle with up to a dozen Nilfgaardian soldiers. 
They attack in groups of around three or four. 


Roche can handle himself, so you may wish to tackle the soldiers who aren't 
engaged in combat. Head southwest, to the far end of the village, as quickly 
as you can (even if that means breaking off combat), if Ves' health drops 
dangerously low, 


Ves is valiantly battling near a merchant's tent. Help her out by slaughtering 
the well-armed (and armored) forces here, drawing the attention of the enemy 

to yourself. When you bring down your final Nilfgaard, Vernon Roche greets Ves 
with a furious diatribe, mainly concerning Ves decision to dress inappropriately 
for battle 


END: STOPPING THE LEADER'S PLEADING CHATTER 


It appears the leader of the Nilfgaard is still alive. Ves wants him dead, while 
Roche wishes to show mercy, You can: 


# Side with Ves, and the pleading leader gets swift dagger to the throat, courtesy of 
a troubled Roche. 

# Side with Roche, leave the pleading leader alive, who thanks you profusely. Ves is 
seething, though. 

Either way, Roche tells you to count on him if you require any help in the future, 

as the quest concludes. 


> Complete this quest, and you may call upon Vernon Roche and Ves when 
assembling allies during Act ll: Secondary Quest: Brothers in Arms: Velen, 


Converging Quests: Main Quest: Get Junior, Secondary Quest: 


= 


Eye for an Eye 

Locations: Passiflora (Novigrad), Border Post (Velen}, Troll Cave 

Characters: Marquise Serenity, Sigismund Dijkstra, Vernon Roche, 
Gregor, Rogg, Ogg, Pogg, Thaler 

Enemies: Wolves, Rock Trolls 


ONLY A DEAD RADOVID MEANS 
A FREE TEMERIA 


E OBJECTIVI 
. 


|| this quest is available once you complete Main Quest: Get Junior, and Secondary 
‘Quest: Now or Never, 


‘Marquiso Soronity Sigismund Dijkstra 


When you receive 

the call to meet up 

with Dijkstra, head 
toward the fanciest 
whorehouse in all of 
Novigrad (the Passiflora) 
just northeast of St 
Gregory's Bridge, where 
a private chamber has 
been arranged. 


Reach it, and you're greeted by Marquise Serenity herself, looking a little 
different since the last time you saw her. She opens a secret door, allowing 
access up a hidden staircase where Dijkstra greets you, and he gets down to the 
details of the assassination almost immediately. 


You can justify the forthcoming killing of Radovid in one of three conversational 
ways, Then you're introduced to an operative you're familiar with—Vernon 
Roche. He has found no other way of winning the war for Temeria. As for your 
role, you are to find one of their co-conspirators who ventured out to meet an 
informer, and hasn't returned with critical information. He was travelling as a 
cobbler before he disappeared. You are to meet Gregor—a Redanian soldier who 
has seen Radovid's unstable nature and wishes to rid the world of his king—who 
has further information on this itinerant shoemaker. Agree to find both of them, 


TRACKING YOUR QUARRY 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Travel south from Novigrad, through northern Velen to the Border Post signpost 
at Halver Isle, just before reaching the bridge to the istand on the shore of the 
Pontar river, Bring Roach to a canter and find a shifty-looking Redanian guard. 
Gregor has been expecting you, and you both take a walk. He motions to the 
hanging corpses; killed over trumped-up charges using rules from the king: 
That's Gregor's motive for helping you. Talk turns to the cobbler, who came 
through here on a wagon, 


Gregor 


Apatrol reported it abandoned soon after. You're then given a Transit Pass (if you 
don’t have one already), and allowed access southwards, across Halver Isle. 


ITEM: Quest Item: Transit Pass 


Cross the river, galloping southward, and take a narrower track off the main road, 
and into the woodland close to the battlefields. Expect a small pack of wolves to 
attack as you reach a small, green wagon. With your Witcher Senses, stoop and 
find the following: 


There are signs of a scuffle, and someone was knocked out and dragged off 
You discover a strewn boot. There are also shoes on a faint woodland trail 
heading southeast. 


Follow the scattered 
‘shoes carefully, until 
you find a rough wagon 
‘trail and a rock troll 
farther upslope. Prepare 
something approaching 
a conversation with the 
troll (named Rogg), who 
is collecting the shoes, 
He tries to hide the fact 
that his friends (Ogg and Pogg) have someone in their cave. They haven't eaten 
him, but want him to make them more shoes, 


DUMB AS A BAG OF OGG, POGG, AND ROGGS 


ee az 
.. 


, OBJECTIVES: 


Close by the troll are the remains of an old mining quarry, Approach and 
Jook around, until you spot the entrance close to some old wooden scaffold. 
Enter the cave, looting chests if you wish, until you reach the huge main cavern. 
You're surprised and slightly amused to see your old friend Thaler. 


CRITICAL PATH 


Who better to teach Ogg and Poga, the two nearby trolls, how to curse? Now to 
extricate him from his predicament. The trolis aren't ready to let him leave, 
You can: 


} 
| 
| 
i 


© Choose the first conversation choice (at either time), which is threatening, and 
fight Ogg and Pogg. Closely followed by Rogg. 


© Choose the second conversation choice (both times), which allows you to 
leave with Thaler under the pretense of finding leather for their shoes. 


END: STILL TART AS ROTTING RHUBARB 


Learn more about how Thaler survived since the last time you saw him, as you 
reach his wagon. He'll find his own way back to Novigrad, and is ready to set 
Dijkstra and Roche's plans in motion. For now though, this quest concludes, 213 
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DANGER ALERT 


__ SECONDARY QUEST REDANIAS MO 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Get Junior, Secondary Quest: An Eye for an 
Eye, Secondary Quest: A Deadly Plot, Secondary Quest: Reason of State 
Locations: Oxenfurt Port, Est Tayiar, Triss’ Townhouse (Novigrad), 
New Port Inn (Ard Skelligl, Kaer Morhen 
Characters: King Radovid V, Witch Hunters, Triss Merigold, 
Yennefer of Vengerberg, Redanian Soldier 
Enemies: Nekkers, Ifrit, Witch Hunters 
Recommended Iter i Delusion Level 2 


A CONTRACT FROM THE MAGE MURDERER 


| This quest is available immediately at the end of Main Quest: Get Junior. It begins 
‘when you visit King Radovid V aboard his ship. It is usually wise to complete this 
| once Secondary Quests: An Eye for an Eye and A Deadly Plot are over. 


You arrive at Radovid's ship, moored off Oxerturt's 
bay after the summons, and speak to the sunken- 
eyed weasel of a ruler. He isn’t one to mince words; 
he wants the sorceress Philippa Elhart found 


He ordered her eyes gouged out, but this apparently 
hasn't dissuaded her troublemaking and recent 
escape, He wants her alive, and brought to him. He 
‘ho longer trusts the Lodge of Sorceresses. You can answer however you wish, 
but the results are the same—travel into the mountains and find her. 


Witch Hunter Leader 


Journey northeast of Oxenfurt, into the wooded hills, following the pathways 

on horseback until you reach the top of a hill and discover a set of ivy-covered 
ancient ruins, There's a series of outer pillars caked in lichen and moss, with an 
inner archway and tiled entrance area where a group of witch hunters are nursing 
their wounds. They've had great difficulty attempting to enter these catacombs 
known as Est Tayiar. You explain who you are and who sent you. The leader 
motions to one of his men, who shows you a tile block imbued wwith power. 


THE PERFECT HIDEOUT... FOR AN OWL 


p OBJECTIVES: 


Drop down the hole, 
and descend into 

the tunnel the witch 
hunters have excavated 
The stairs lead down 
toa barred gate 
archway with a magical 
barrier beyond, 


SPOILER ALERT XX 


T WANTED 


Go back up the stairs a 
few paces, and examine 
the indent in the ivy wall 
(Witcher Senses help 
find it). Press the tile 
into the wall, and the 
barrier is removed. 


Descend to a junction 

chamber with two 

arches on either side. 

In front is a sheer drop into a cavernous lower chamber where you must go 
(without falling and killing yourself, of course). The right arch leads to a ledge 
and a nasty drop). The left arch leads to a portal, which is actually working, 
Step into it 


You enter a stone chamber with rocks and rubble, and a few scattered barrels. 
Use your Witcher Senses: 


© There is a remex (an owl feather) with its edge frayed. 


Head up the stairs to the southeast, turn left, and engage a group of nekkers 
down some more steps. After slaying both of them, descend to a deactivated 
Portal on a stone ledge. Approach the power cell (an activation crystal), and use 
your Aard Sign to spin it into activation, Then step into the portal. 


DROPPING IN UNANNOUNCED 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Alone witch hunter is brandishing his sword. Lost and disoriented, his inspection 
of the area has convinced him that a meeting of sorceresses Is set to take place 
here. However, in order to protect himself from creatures visiting this area, 

he has removed the nearby portal's power cell. Naturally, you need the power 
Cell to continue. You can: 


* (Axli Delusion Level 2) Tell him to behave and give you the crystal 


* (Fight Fight) Tell him he's in a world of hurt, and literally beat the power cell 
ut of his hands. 


Aside from denigrating your antics, expect no more annoyances from the witch 
hunter. Inspect the chamber you're stuck in, There's another feather (a Sign of 
polymorphy) and a chest containing some love letters written to Philippa (from 

a woman scomed by her as she discarded her for... Dijkstra?!), Now run up the 
Stairs to the deactivated archway portal. Fall off here and you die, so turn around, 
place the power cell into the wall alcove to your left, activate it with Aard, and 
step on through. 


ITEMS: a Items: Power 


Letter to Philippa 


You step into a chamber 
of three nekkers that 
attack you immediately. 
Slay all three and 
inspect the remains of 
Philippa’s laboratory. 


There's another feather 
on the ground, and 

an opening that leads 
down some ledges into 
a small watery cave. Attack four more nekkers in this lower cave area, before 
exploring it thoroughly. There is a power cell to gather. Grab it, head back up into 
the laboratory, and up the steps to the portal platform. Once again, insert a power 
Cell into the wall alcove to your left, activate it with Aard, and use the Portal 


Now finally on the lowest level of this maze, dash forward (northeast) toward the 
Central tiled pathway lit by braziers, At the far end you are greeted by a guardian 
summoned by Philippa—an Ifrit to slay. Once the fire elemental is snuffed, head 
up the stairs, through two archways and into Philippa’s private quarters, 


—— End your chat by: 
| OBJECTIVE 


> Leaving the crystal with Triss. 


® Taking it with you to show the king (though you can return it to Triss before you 


Amid the broken furniture, rubble, and discarded equipment, your Witcher ek ee tree ee ee 


Senses pick up the following OPTIONAL (YENNEFER): REVELATIONS 
‘© Agates that Philippa wore around her neck. These are covered in blood for WITH THE RAVEN-HAIRED ONE 


unknown reasons, 


© Blood-stained surgical instruments indicating she operated on someone. OBJECTIVES: 
Notes that are so charred they are unreadable, 
‘© The remains of her megascope, scorched and covered in soot. 


* Aheavily-chipped crystal from the megascope. Your favorite sorceress friend 
will know what to do with it. I 


"| The objective to take the crystal to Yennefer is available only if you've already begun 
[Reciee er ooea  e 


} Quest: The iste of Mists. 
Depending on your previous quest and romance choices, you may optionally take a 


the Polished Crystal to be examined by: 


Tris in Novigrad. 
4% Yenneter in Skellige. 
% Yennefer in Kaer Morhen. 


Or, you can ignore the sorceresses completely, and return to Radovid. 


Exit Est Taylar the 
same way you entered. 
Access the portal and 
ascend to the hole 
below the exterior 
ruins. You notice that 
the witch hunters 

are discussing your 
efforts, and their leader 
aggressively demands 
to learn what you've 
found out, You can: 


Yonneter of Vengerderg 


Assuming you didn't 
lve the crystal to the witch hunters, make a long trek to the island of Ard Skellig, 
visiting Kaer Trolde Harbor and heading up into the village along the coast, into 
the New Port Inn and Yennefer's chamber. Or, if Yennefer is in Kaer Morhen, then 
head there. 


Yennefer is mocking in regards to Radovid's cruelty, You want to see what the 
crystal can tell you about Philippa before any decision about Radovid is made. 
Images are encoded in the crystal—a conversation between Philippa and her 
sorceress friend Margarita Laux Antille about reviving the Lodge of Sorceresses, 
‘and attempts to restore Philippa's vision. 


Be as rude as you wish, or attempt to hide the fact that you found the 


Afterward, Yennefer is angry th re of the tran n be deciphered, 
megascope’s crystal. it matters not; you must fight the five witch hunters. N, onnoter 1s ogy et 10 MOH lero ON Se Cec teres 


and is adamant that the crystal must not be allowed to reach Radovid. You are told 
Or you can hand over the megascope's crystal to the leader immediately. ‘more about the Lodge of Sorceresses, and the restoration of sight. End your talk by: 
You aren't able to visit either Triss or Yennefer, and should head back to 
Radovid's boat for your reward. This isn't recommended. 


‘Leaving the crystal with Yenneter. 


‘4 Taking it with you to show the king (though you can return it to Yennofer before 


OPTIONAL [TRISS): you meet with Radovid if you change your mind). 
GAINING TRUST WITH TRISS 


END: DO YOU SIDE WITH THE SORCERESSES? 


OBJECTIVE 


F OBJECTIVE 


Return to Oxenfurt Port, and speak with the Redanian Soldier to access Radovid's 
galleon. Radovid asks what you have learned. You can be evasive, or mention 
the crystal, or that she is trying to restore her eyesight. But Radovid is only 


“Take the crystal to Trss only i you haven't yet completed Secondary Quest: Now or ; i 
mereiicmreonsescoctcracececehtyerg| ws er meso 
Interest, this objective is accessible. , ee rr 


—_ © if you hand over the crystal, you are paid and Radovid mentions he'l hand the 
crystal to his captive mages to examine 


‘© Ifyou already handed the crystal aver to the witch hunters when exiting Est 


Tayiar, you learn they took the credit for finding the crystal, and are nothing 
but a coward in their eyes, Radovid has no proof they are lying, and refuses 


E 
3 
E 
2 
S 


Assuming you didn't give the crystal to the witch 
hunters, head west into Novigrad, visiting the Glory 

Lane district (east of the Hierarch Square signpost), 
‘and find the leaning townhouse where Triss resides. 


Triss is surpised and a little disgusted that you 
accepted Radovid's contract. You want to see 
what the crystal can tell you about Philippa before 


Triss Meri 

any decision about Radovid is made. Images are chy? Peet 

encoded in the crystal—a conversation between Philippa and her sorceress © Ifyou gave the crystal to Triss or Yennefer, you may elect to tell Radovid about 
friend, Margarita Laux Antille, about reviving the Lodge of Sorceresses, and what Philippa was planning, or you may remain evasive. Either way, without 
attempts to restore Philippa's vision, the crystal (and therefore proof), he refuses to pay you. 

‘Afterward, you mention that Radovid would like the crystal. This troubles Triss, After one of these occurs, the quest concludes. 


‘who implores you not to do it. 215 


CRITICAL PATH QUESTS: 


ACE SKELLIGE ; ‘ rh 


In which three vast territories are thoroughly explored. 


The third is the rugged archipelago of Skellige, home to 
the fiercely proud islander clans. After a stormy ocean 
crossing an old friend from Clan an Craite is found, and 
long-forgotten secrets across the islands are uncovered. 
Whether you help the islanders crown a new ruler is a 
choice only you can make. Further revelations abound, 
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During the voyage, you're woken from your sleep by shouts from the deck 
So tei The Atropos is being boarded by pirates! Expect around eight of them. Support 
Quest: The Nilfgaardian Connection; Main Quest: Pyres of Novigra the crew and tackle the foes nearest you, mopping them up in combat. With the 


Locations: Novigrad Docks, Golden Sturgeon, Crossroads (Ard Skel pirates repelled, Wolverstone looks ahead at a fierce storm, and yells at his crew 
Kaer Trolde Harbor (Ard Skeltig) to cut the tether lines to the pirates’ ship, The longboat drifts away, while the 
Characters: Captain Liglad, Captain Wolverstone, Steingrim, Atropos is dashed against an iceberg, 
Trofast, Bran of Clan Tuirseach, Yennefer of Vengerberg, Ermion, 
Crach an Craite KNOW THE WAY TO KAER TROLDE? 
Enemies: Pirates, Wolves o- — = 
Recommended Items: 1,000 Crowns 


This quest starts automatically once Main Quest: Imperial Audience concludes. 
} even though you are able to commence this Main Quest, which allows you to 
| thoroughly explore Skellige, you are free to start, stop, or go back to any other part 
Of the Main Quest in any of the other major land masses of this realm. Your choices 
| are as follows: 


* Main Quest: The Nilfgaardian Connection, and commence the Main Quests across 
No Man's Land (Velen) (see page 156). 
'* Main Quest: Pyres of Novigrad, and commence the Main Quests across Novigrad 


(this quest) Steingrim 
|) © Main Quest: The King is Dead—Long Live the King (page 219), and commence | 
the Main Quests across Skallige. ; 

— TEE YOU Wake Up ON a gravel beach with splintered flotsam everywhere, and a 


fur-shawled islander picking at your equipment. This man of Skellige (named 
Steingrim) is proud, prone to violence, but can be friendly. Depending on your 
conversation choices, you gain knowledge about the location of Yennefer: 


| OBJECTIVES 


‘Be pleasant with your chat, and you end the conversation with the islander in a 
civil manner. 


‘® Tell the man you'll slap him after he insults Yennefer, and start a fistfight, 
This can end with victory for you (after which, the man is suitably impressed), 


insported herself 
nig ee Samiti ned Feet 90 Sie Wet or victory for him (after which, your handiness i called into question). 


{sles of Skellige, and to meet her there you must 
arrange safe passage on one of the ships that are 
setting sail, Begin by heading into Novigrad, and 
locating the Novigrad Docks signpost. Work your 
way around the dockside wharts, checking your 
mini-map for three possible vessels. 


# Choose offensive comments and the chat can degenerate into combat. This can 
also occur if you unsheathe your sword during the fistfight. Steingrim shouts to 
Trofast (his hunting wolf) to attack you, deal with both of them, 


One is captained by a lady who Isn't interested in ‘ : 


heading to Skellige. The second is currently captainless. The crew say the {tSteingrim is stil alive, you may see him during the Secondary Quest: King's Gambit; 
captain is off drinking somewhere. Ths is Captain Wolverstone—his ship is the - a 
Atropos. The third is moored farther around the harbor. Speak with Captain Liglad 
aboard the vessel. He's not interested in sailing to Skellige either, but he does Ud 1,000 CROWNSIN*YOUR POCKET 
recommend speaking to the drunk and unreliable Wolverstone, who's currently 
draining the Golden Sturgeon dry of ale. 


Before going anywhere, check the immediate area and gather loot from the 
shipwreck. Behind the ship you can find the body of Captain Wolverstone. Search his 
pockets and gather the 1,000 crowns you paid him for the voyage. 


Follow the path east and then north, whistling for your horse if you wish to 
Cover more ground. Stay on the path and discover the Crossroads signpost. 
Continue to gallop north along the winding road, turning left (west) just before 
the gates of Kaer Tolde, and descending down into Kaer Trolde Harbor (signpost). 
Dismount and move to the far (west) end of the harbor. 


THE FINAL VOYAGE OF GOOD KING BRAN 


The Golden Sturgeon is on the harbor walk, and easy 
to find. Enter this drinking establishment, and speak 
to Wolverstone. He is about to set sail for Ard Skeliig, 
the largest of the Skellige islands, 


* (1,000 Crowns) Once you hand over some 
monies, he agrees to take you. You can pause, 
adventure throughout Novigrad and Velen if you 
wish before returning, and confirm you wish to 
leave for Skellige when you're ready to depart. Main Quest: Destination 
Skellige now commences 


Crach an Craite 


The body of King Bran of Clan Tuirseach is carried out to a longship. The chief druid Ermion is conducting the eulogy as you meet up with Yennefer. You can flirt, or ask 
her about Bran (he was respected, but his wife wasn't). Crach an Craite now speaks about picking a successor in their war against the Black Ones. Flirt with Yennefer 
again, or ask more pressing questions. The longship is set ablaze, and sails into the sunset. 


After the eulogy, you can ask Yennefer what she's learned. She tells you 
something strange happened on Ard Skellig—a disaster brought about by 

a burst of magic. However, Ermion isn't letting her near. Crach then approaches, 
knowing you'll be at the wake. As will Yennefer, who hands you a key and hopes 
you'll wear something complimentary to her—something not reeking of a 
thousand hunts. Main Quest: The King is Dead—Long Live the King 

now commences. 


DANGER ALERT 


MAIN QUEST: THE 


fexexe> 


ITEM: Quest Item: Key to Yennefer’s Room 


— 


|| ityou completed some or all the quests in Velen (No Man's Land), and/or Novigrad, 
you share the information you've found out with Yennefer at this point. | 
ell 


SPOILER ALERT XX 


RING IS DEAD_LONG LIVE THE KING ie) 


Related Quest: Main Quest: Destination Skellige, 
Main Quest: Echoes of the Past 

Locations: Kaer Trolde Harbor, Kaer Trolde Keep [Ard Sketlig) 

Characters: Yenneter of Vengerberg, Birna Bran, Cerys an Craite, 
Blueboy Lugos, Otrygg, Holger Black Hand, Svanrige Bran, Odalryk, 
Hjort, Donar an Hindar, Madman Lugos, Crach an Craite 

Enemies: Bears, Wolves, Earth Elemental 


Continue along the harbor path into the cluster of buildings and small gatehouse 
below the main hike up to the Keep. Remain close to sea level as you head north 
and turn lett (west), opening the door leading into Yennefer's Room (which is 
adjacent to the Old Port Inn). Yennefer has certainly spread out her belongings, 
which can be inspected using your Witcher Senses: 


© There's a book, beauty cream, a megascope for her magic, wardrobe with 
Yenneter’s clothes, and a stuffed unicorn that might bring back memories. 
The traditional Skellige outfit (in a choice of two colors) is hidden in the comer 
chest, by the megascope. 


ITEM: Quest Item: Traditional Attire 


Pick the clothing up, access your Inventory menu, and change your clothing. 


4% Or ignore the clothing (or pick it up but don’t wear it). 


Yenneter's preference is for black and white clothing, and this extends to your 
outfits, it seems. Feel free to ignore her wishes, turn up in just underpants, or 

J Wearing whatever you wish. You receive an appropriate comment from Yennefer 
accordingly. If you still have your Nilfgaard outfit from your audience with the 


‘emperor during the Prologue, that works too. : 
- — rl 


Then, exit the room and head up to the keep. 


MAY OUR HORNS ECHO ‘MIDST THE CLIFFS 
AND PEAKS 


| OBJECTIVE 


The journey to Kaer Trolde Keep is quite a climb 
Head to the main road uphill, heading north through 
the first gatehouse, across the wooden bridge, and 
Up through the long overhang with the spectacular 
view of the gorge below. Kaer Trolde Keep looms 

up, cut from the granite mountain it sits on. Wind up 
through the tunnel, and slow down as you cross the 
gorge bridge. Yennefer is speaking to Bina Bran, the 
widoW of King Bran. 


‘Queen Mother Birna Bran 


Itis a discussion bordering on an argument about rights of lineage. 
Mother promptly leaves, and Yennefer looks you up and down. 


‘© I you dressed up as she requested, you receive a compliment. 


 Ityou didn’t, a verbal dressing down is all you receive. 


) OBJECTIVE 


Stride into the keep and 
‘speak with Yennefer 
about attire, until you 
reach the great hall, 
where a servant named 
‘Amnvald motions you 

to your seats. You're to 
break bread with the 
offspring of Skellige's 
jarls. Cerys an Craite (daughter of Crach), Blueboy Lugos (firstborn of Madman 
Lugos), Halbjorn (son of Holger Blackhand) and Otrygg (son of Donar an Hindar). 


CE 


Halbjorn, son of Holger 


Corys an Craite 


Blueboy Lugos 


There's some light 
banter, and a mention of 
Cerys’ brother Hjalmar, 
who isn’t here (he 
walks his own path). 
Then conversation turns 
toa race up the mount. 
Eager to prove herself, 
Cerys challenges you. 
You can: 


Otryog an Hindar 


© Agree, and the race starts, 


© Decline, and finish the conversation without leaving the hall 


INTERLUDE: THE RACE TO HJALMAR’S AXE 


OBJECTIVE 


CRITICAL PATH 


You appear along 
‘one of the icy paths 
Kaer Trolde Mountain. 
Blueboy blows his 

hom, and Cerys sets 

off running at quite the 
pace. Sprint up the 
slope on the marked 
path shown in your 
mini-map, looking for lit 
torches to guide your way, and timing every clamber up a ledge. Don’t stray 

off the path, which is easy to do, try running and leaping if you're slowed down 
by deep snow, and try not to cut too many comers or you may end up slipping 
and falling. Once you reach the rock tunnel, sprint to the top, where the axe can 
be found. 
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INTER-ISLAND ANIMOSITY 


| OBJECTIVE 


Jarl Holger Black Hand ‘Svanrige Bran 


‘Mort Jarl Donar an Hindar 


Jarl “Madman” Lugos 


After electing to drink or not, you excuse yourself from the youngsters, Walk the 
banquet hall, checking your mini-map to see four locations (marked “!") of interest: 


Follow Yennefer to Holger Black Hand and Bima are talking. Bran’s son, Svanrige, 
is also there but keeping silent. The discussion is heated—iterally, as they are 
talking about custom of the wife of a king being immolated during the funeral— 
‘and Bima curtly departs. Holger tells you she still thinks she’s ruling the islands. 
‘Share a toast or decline a drink with Holger, before moving on (or speaking to 
him again about Faroe, the wet and windy rock he presides over). 


. 


Skellige Widows—there are two widows of Skelige; you can ask what 
becomes of them, but no one mourns here. Tears are replaced with 
vengeance. These women don’t birth any cowards. Yennefer likes the women 
of these parts. 


The Jarl and his Seer—by the window, Jat! Udalryk (Jarl of the Brokvar Clan 
(of Spikeroog) is receiving some bad news from his seer Hjort. Speak to them 
about omens. He reads your future and it seems dark. You toast the departed 
King (or refrain), and Yennefer remarks that Udalryk is apparently a very ill man, 


The arguing Jarls—by the far (south) door are two old men yelling obscenities 
Involving goats at each other, Jat! Donar (of Hindarsfjall Isle) and Jar! Lugos 
have heated words, and insult Yennefer in the process (you can stand up for 
Yenneter and insult Lugos too, which turns into a fistfight that you can win or 
lose), Afterwards you are pulled away before the situation worsens. 


THE TRIAL OF TAXIDERMY 


E OBJECTIVES 


The door behind the arguing jarls is open, allowing you to head downstairs 
(southward) deeper into the keep. Yennefer is here to visit Ermion’s laboratory 
(without an invitation) Follow Yennefer, keeping behind her so you don’t attract 
any guards, and speak to her about the Mask of Uroboros (which she intends 
to steal). This stairwell stroll and a pair of doors are guarded by a murder of 
crows—Ermion's spies. 


‘Simply head to the nearby window, walk outside, cross the outer balcony to 
the next window, and open it. You appear past the door, with more stairs down, 
through a portcullis and into a mysterious room. It is filled with stuffed animals. 
Use your Witcher Senses and uncover the following: 


* There are four bears, ten wolves, and four deer. All motionless. 
‘© There is a roughly hewn altar with a basin of water for teleprojection, 


* Addoor to the side is locked, and you cut yourself opening it. The room is filled 
with an eerie glow. Those animals aren't stuffed, they're alive! 


F OBJECTIVE 


Does this room smell 
like mushrooms? Weird. 
No matter. Brandish 
your sword and begin 
to slash at the three 
animals attacking you 
(usually a bear and two 
wolves). Once they've 
been removed, expect 
three wolves and a 
bear. Slice and dice them, before the last foes (a wolf and two bears) must be 
defeated. Then you collapse in a heap, unaware that you were hallucinating and 
the animals were still stuffed! Still, the side door is open now. Head on through 
(to the west). 


MAKING THE EARTH MOVE 


OBJECTIVES: 


Continue down more 
stairs and into Ermion's 
laboratory. Here there 
are two types of items 
to inspect, of varying 
interest to you: 


“Glittering” objects 
which are usually notes 
and other marginalia 
from Ermion, to add to 
your Lore knowledge. There are also objects that appear in red when you utilize 
your Witcher Senses. These are of importance, and some must be found in order 
to continue. Find the following: 


* Accorrespondence letter on a sideboard. 


* Ermion’s pipe on a small table near the fireplace. 


A book—Tales of the Wild Hunt—on a small table by the main pillar. 


A large goblet of dwarven triple mead on the bedside table. 


AA set of ornate bolling casks atop a low bookshelf. A laboratory worthy of an 
imperial alchemist. 


Awooden goat on a plinth, sitting on a barrel. According to Yennefer, this 
might have been whittled by Ciri (as Ermion was Ciri's tutor during childhood). 


. 


Auman skull, sitting on a small circular table. Wait, is that a child's skull? 


Ermion's wand, propped up against a wardrobe. 


An extremely large pine cone, on the table by the bookcases. 


A sword placed into a stone. Try as you might, you can’t pull the blade out; 
mainly because this is a vice! 


A larger-than-lifesized statue deep in thought. There is an outstretched hand 
to place something in, Perhaps the mead goblet? Siot it into place, and a 
section of wall rumbles open 


ITEMS: Quest Items: Ermion’s Correspondence, 
Tales of the Wild Hunt, Mead, Skul 


E OBJECTIVES: | 


Head down the steps into a cavern under the keep, where Yennefer spots (and 
takes) the Mask of Uraboros floating in this strange roughly-hewn chamber. 
Alas, itis guarded by a lumbering earth elemental! 


You finally make a return to the wake, where you witness a Skellige tradition. 
This terrifying entity can be a real pain to slay, so be sure to adequately prepare 


the can Nl n 
before the fight Gust after the secret door is opened), and read up on the best tactics fs he a monde ie oe tbat papa 4 Aes i pals 2h ic a 
to slay earth elementals in the Bestiary. of their will to rule. Crach substitutes for his son Hjalmar, who has already 


departed for Undvik to stay an ice giant. There’s a surprised murmuring when 


n mn . 
When the Elemental crumbles, the room begins to fill with gas! You now have Cocye; the only jwornan WB stot mect ainda it 1k acer ea aca 


15 seconds to look around. Just enough time to gather the valuable loot from the Afterwards, you appear with Crach and Yennefer on one of the keep's crenelation 
slain elemental, With no way out, you implore Yennefer to teleport you both out promontories. Crach pledges help to find Ciri, but you need to ask for assistance 
of there. But she needs you to have a clear head, and you must choose from two __with Ermion. He supports Yennefer's decision to seek out the anomalous magical 


options quickly! blast elsewhere on Ard Skellig. Then Crach has a request of you, 

4 We're gonna choke and die: You tumble onto a feast table in Kaer Trolde, in * His son Hjalmar has sworn an oath to kill the giant of Undvik: Secondary 
between the drunk revelers. You avoid any carnal knowledge with Yenneter. Quest: The Lord of Undvik. 

‘Damn, | wanna kiss you, Yen: You tumble back into Yennefer's bedroom back in * His daughter Cerys has swom to lift the curse of Udalryk on Spikeroog: 
Kaer Trolde Village, She's torn part of her dress. Secondary Quest: Possession. 

Tell her you should get back to the wake, and she finishes up with her sewing © Yennefer is off to change, and explore the area around the anomaly. 

and you both return to the great hall. Main Quest: Echoes of the Past. 

Tell her you wouldn't mind watching, and you appear to Yennefer clad only in ‘Agree to help Crach. You now have three important tasks to accomplish, in any 

a loin cloth. You both catch up on lost time. After some bedroom (and unicorn) order you like. But for now, this quest concludes. 


antics, you both return to the great hall 


Carnal Knowledge: Yennefer of Vengerberg 


SPOILER ALERT XK 


Related Quests: Main Quest: The King is Dead—Long Live the King; OBJECTIVE 

Main Quest: Nameless 
Locations: Redgitt, Druid’s Camp, Cataclysm (Ard Skellig) 
Characters: Yennefer of Vengerberg, Ermion 
Enemies: Foglets Quickly head downhill in a roughly southerly direction down the path, in sight of 
the cataclysm, where acres of forest have been stripped to skeletal remains from 
the previous blast that Yennefer seeks to investigate. 


i Ermion and the other druids descend too, starting a spell in the hopes that they wal 
might halt any disaster the Mask of Uroboros would cause. You find Yennefer 
engaged in electrical combat with a group of foglets. Engage in combat with 
them, helping her slay these tricky foes. 


|, This quest becomes avaitable automatically once Main Quest: The King is Dead— 
Long Live the King concludes, It is mandatory, and must be completed to continue 


Afterwards, the wind whips up as Yennefer explains the mask summoned the 
foglets. The device apparently reveals the past, but only in certain places with 
a.strong magical imprint. She hands the mask over to you. She wants to read = 


ONLY IGNORANT FOOLS BELITTLE MYTHS —!%'mindandseenatyou see. Tere ite onto aouing 


OBJECTIVES: 


Sail to the deserted port village of Redgil on Ard 
Skellig’s easter coast. There's little here now but 
steps up to a winding beach pathway that meanders 
vaguely westward, and finally ends up at your 
destination—the Druids’ Camp. Or, trek up the coastal 
hills and into the woods, heading directly for the 
camp. When you arrive, Yennefer is already having a 
rather heated discussion with Ermion. You can: 


Remember to quickly put the mask on and take it off using the Quick Slot item menu. 


MAGICAL BLASTS FROM THE PAST 


f OBJECTIVES: 


CRITICAL PATH 


Follow Yennefer to an area where the earth is ripped apart and a waterlogged gully 
exists where a path once was. Place the mask on and you see two shadow figures 
step from a portal. Geralt claims one of them was Ciri! Remove the mask when 
Yennefer decides to move to the next area of magical force, 


© Join in the conversation, reminding the two of 
‘them that their behavior isn't appropriate. 


© Wait for this initial salvo in the argument between 
Yennefer and Ermion to subside. Then begin a 


Nene nee Engage a foglet, slicing it apart before donning the mask again. This time a group 


of shadow figures are torn apart by a blast of bright light, This is the impact spot 
of the cataclysm. But Ciri and her companion escaped. 


Make conversation choices as you wish. Ermion 
is furious that Yennefer has taken the Mask of Ermion 

Uroboros, and relates the myth of the mask. As he 

recalls the history of the device, and you answer Ermion in any way you wish 
regarding Yennefer's thievery, there's an ominous sound, and you fail to see 
Yennefer. She has snuck away during your talk with Ermion! She used the mask! 


Remove the mask, and follow Yennefer for a third time, When she stops and you 
don the mask one more time, you see a shadow figure attacking another, and 
the second fleeing through a portal. It appears Ciri escaped, but may have been 
wounded in the process. Ciri's magical residue indicates that she traveled to 
Velen from here, but her attacker is closer by. 
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Defeat another summoned foglet, then continue to follow Yennefer down the hill, moving toward the east. Wear the mask when instructed to see two shadow figures 
battle each other, one defeating the other. Yennefer deduces Ciri has a powerful ally—a mage most likely—and you're about to wonder what happened to this person 
when the weather starts to clear up, and Ermion strides into view. 


END: FORESHADOWS OF THE FUTURE ‘ 
} OBJECTIVE 


Ermion's apoplectic fury is abated when you inform him of a trail that seems Soma er 
to indicate Ciri’s whereabouts, When you hand back the mask, Ermion tells you ‘ 
ithas lost its power. Once you tell him you need to examine one more trail, he 
grants your progress. You're looking for a corpse, someone Ciri's companion killed. Head south with the watery ditch on your right. Yennefer lifts a fallen tree from 
the ditch, and you discover the body of a Wild Hunt Rider. The armor is clean, with no blood or sword nicks. Ermion is frightened by this revelation, and tells you the 
Wild Hunt was already seen on the Isle of Hindarsfjall. hey ransacked the village of Lofoten, Yennefer proposes that you both travel there via teleport. Agree and Main 
Quest: Missing Persons begins. 


DANGER ALERT 


‘Apparently, Ciri was seen before the Wild Hunt attacked, in the stables with 
Related Quests: Main Quest: Echoes of the Past, Main Quest: ‘aman named Craven (who is cursed by the other priestesses). Ask if Craven 
Secondary Quest: In Wolf's Clothing, Main Quest: The Calm Before has a name. He did until he was struck from the Saga of Ancestors after fleeing 
the Storm, Secondary Quest: The Mysterious Passenger, the village during the attack. This Craven character attempted to clear his name 
Main Quest: Ugly Baby by traveling to Freya's Garden to defeat Morkvarg, “the vilest man ever to inhabit 
Locations: Lofoten (Hindarsfjall), Freya's Garden Skellige,” who stole, killed children and pregnant women, and attacked his own 
Characters: Yennefer of Vengerberg, Priestesses of Freya, clan's lands. Answer how you wish, Afterwards, you realize this monsterous 
Tordar, Morkvarg Morkvarg has a complex curse upon him. You both decide to head to Freya's 
Enemies: Wolves Garden in the hope of finding, and dealing with both Morkvarg and Craven. 


A IN*WOLP'S'GLOTHIN: 


At this point, you may wish to concurrently complete Secondary Quest: In Wolt's, 
Clothing. if you do, consult (page 423) for the additional objectives, Secondary Quest: 
In Wolf's Clothing can also be completed before you begin Main Quest: Missing 
Persons, if you wish. 


| Main Quest: Missing Persons is available automatically, once Main Quest: Echoes 
' of the Past concludes. It is mandatory, and must be completed to continue the 


Main Quest. 


Secondary Quest: In Woll’s Clothing (see page 423) is a closely related quest, and. 
‘any mandatory elements of this quest are featured in this section. While that quest 


|| concentrates on killing a cursed werewolf, Main Quest: Nametss concentrates on NAMELESS: CRAVEN SOME 
| soe oh raven oe. WEREWOLF COMBAT 


—-— ed 


|, OBJECTIVES 


RAZED HUTS AND FRESH GRAVES 


OBJECTIVE 


Accompany Yennefer to Freya's Garden; a walk along 
the main road heading northeast (exchanging thoughts 
about Craven and his chances against the monster). Or, 
‘meet her at the gate if you journeyed from talking to 
Tordar. At the gates, you hear gnawing sounds and 
muttering. A huge, sinewy werewolf is devouring 
some meat, but it spews the contents out of its 
gullet and curses; an important clue for Secondary Morkvang 

Quest: In Wolf's Clothing. It ashes out at you through the gate, and flees toward a 
large oak tree deeper into the gardens. He doesn't seem to be receiving visitors. 
Main Quest: Nameless now begins. 


Yennefer transports you to the Isle of Hindarsfjal, 
and correctly remembers the way to the village of 
Lofoten, Head north from the Cemetery into the 
center of the village where the Skellige women 
(priestesses of Freya) are conducting some kind of 
ritual, Yennefer interrupts the ceremony, and you ask 
the whereabouts of Ciri, the “ashen haired” one. 


I :4 
Lied ms i 
NAMELESS © ; 
The gate is locked, so follow Yennefer up the steps. Travel across the ivy-covered 
stone bridges connecting various parts of the garden together, then head 
northwest, into the very middle of the garden to a huge and sacred tree. You 
pick up the trail of Craven immediately (he cut himself to make a blood offering). 
Afterwards, you explain to Yennefer that hunting a werewolf is best done alone 
(she agrees and waits at the tree). 


Locations: Freya's Garden 

Characters: Yennefer of Vengerberg, Priestesses of Freya, 
Morkvarg, Craven 

Enemies: Wolves, Morkvarg 


* Before you head off, feel free to speak to Yennefer again to learn more about 
the garden's history, and engage in some playful banter. 


| OBJECTIVE 


Utilize your Witcher Senses at the tree, and begin to follow a variety of clues: 
* Craven's blood by the tree, flowing profusely with a clear trail 


* Acrack between the tree root in the ground. Something is below, but you 
can't tell what. 


© A trail of blood and footprints (he trod carefully) leads you down into the lower 
gardens. Turn right (west) and engage a wolf in combat. 


© Accorpse, half-hidden in shrubbery. Morkvarg doesn't eat his victims. 


© Monster tracks by the main gate; there was running and chasing. Expect two 
more wolves prowling the area as you continue in a clockwise search. 


© Anumber of footprints showing where Morkvarg finally attacked. Craven's 
blood is here. 


© More splatters of blood, Craven ran away wounded, after blocking the 
werewolf as he tried to escape. The trail ends at a door that is firmly closed. 
You need to head around it. 


OVERCOMING AN UNDYING LYCANTHROPE 


| OBJECTIVE 


limb the wall to the right and explore the structures further into the gardens, 
but make a mental note that your path eventually leads you to the arched door 
to the right of the wooden wall. To reach there, sprint past Yennefer at the sacred 
tree, drop down heading northeast, and travel up some stone steps and into an 
overgrown stepped courtyard where there's a wolf to cut down. Move to the 
edge of the raised garden and look down onto a lean-to and small canal. Drop 
down from the lean-to and check the following with your Witcher Senses: 


© There are many prints both old and new. Morkvarg's lair is close. 


OBJECTIVE 


Climb the stone ladder 
embedded into the 

wall, and clamber onto 
the higher ground 
overlooking a sluice 
gate and two levers, 
There is a ruined bridge 
in this area with a 
locked gate on the other 
side, You can’t reach 
that to continue, so inspect this area closely. Utilizing both levers should allow 
you to open the flood gates. Save your progress, and start yanking those levers! 


© The left lever changes the gears of the mechanism to lift up one of the three 
sluice gates. You can see which gate is able to be lifted by watching the three 
wooden mechanism dowels that move up and down between the two levers. 
‘Simply use the left lever until the sluice gate you want is ready to be moved. 


‘© The right lever moves the actual sluice gate you have chosen. There are 
three gates. 


DANGER ALERT 


Locations: Lofoten (Hindarsfjall), Drowned Dead Rock 
Characters: Skjalt, Cirilla, Astrid 
Enemies: Hounds of the Wild Hunt, Wild Hunt Riders 


YOUR BLOOD NEEDS THAWIN’ 


| OBJECTIVES 


© The left gate opens a watery exit outside, and out of Freya's Garden, if you 
wish to leave easily. 


* The middle gate allows access to the further part of the gardens, where both 
a well and a secondary structure are accessible; to further this quest. 


‘© The right gate is under the waterfall, leading to an underwater cave where 
a key can be found. However, this is only useful during Secondary Quest: In, 
Wolf's Clothing 


Once the middle sluice gate is open, you can continue 


SLAY 


HE ULFHEDINN (WEREWOLF) 


{f you're interested in staying the werewolt, its cave is just north of the two sluice 
levers, Refer to Secondary Quest: In Wolf's Clothing for advice. 


Dive into the canal, swimming through the open sluice gate, and climb the stone 
steps to the right, and up onto the higher garden ground you couldn't access 
from the broken stone bridge earlier. Tum northwards and run up the stepped 
garden to a large hall structure, Use your Witcher Sense 

to uncover claw marks on the splintered door. Morkvarg smelled something 
beyond here. 


Inside the hall is a crudely constructed symbol of Freya on the ground, where the 
werewolf was lured. This structure isn't relevant to Main Quest: Nameless, so 
only use your Witcher Senses to inspect it you're solving Secondary Quest: 

In Wolf's Clothing, 


Return to the exterlor 
gardens, and head 
down toward a well by 
a tree, on the other side 
of the door you couldn't 
navigate through earlier, 
There are tracks here 
indicating Craven 
entered this well, Drop 
down yourself, and 
maneuver through the tunnels until you reach a small burrow, and immediately 
Inspect the corpse lying here. You've found Craven, or at least, what's left of him. 
There is a key that opens the archway exit back into the gardens, too. 


ITEM: Quest item: Key to the Burrow 


‘Skjal! (Craven) (Corpse form) 


After an unpleasant task hauling of the corpse up to the sacred tree, Yennefer 
Inspects the corpse. Although putrefaction has set in, Craven's vocal chords are 
intact. After a spot of necromancy, the corpse wakens and begins to tell its tale, 
Main Quest: Nameless halts, and Main Quest: The Calm Before the Storm begins. 


CRITICAL PATH 


Skjall is harvesting 
crabs on the sea shore 
when he’s startled by a 
woman falling from the 
skies. He drags her to 
Lofoten and tends to her 
wounds. You waken (as 
Ciri) with Avallach—the 
elf whose images you 
‘saw during your cave exploration with Keira (see page 165)—speaking to you. 


Cinta 


Stall 
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An instant later, Skjall 
is hovering over you, 
being teased by his 
sister Astrid, who 
recommends you 
bathe with the rest of 
the women to warm 
yourself up. You ask 
for help in getting to 
Drowned Dead rock. 
‘Skjall leaves to prepare a horse for you. 


| OBJECTIVES 


Follow Astrid as she 
talks to you about “the 
man in the mask from 
afar” (Avallach). Head 
‘out into Lofoten, around 
the village circle and 
old oak tree, and up 
towards the sauna 
where Astrid’s mother 
{is waiting. Enter a small 
changing room, accessing the mirror. You can: 


‘® Wrap yourself in a towel and head into the sauna. 


‘© Head into the sauna without a towel. The conversation tums to a rose tattoo, 
as you've exposed it. 


+ Or ignore the sauna, dress, and leave, However, you must disrobe and enter the 
‘sauna to continue this quest. 


Assuming you wander into the sauna with Astrid, you meet her mum, talk about 
your red rose tattoo (if you're without a towel), the coals are doused, and you 
‘speak of your homeland (as much of as little as you'd like). The conversation 
‘moves on to Skjall. Astrid asks if you fancy him. Answer how you wish (obtain 

‘a blush from Astrid if you remark that you prefer women). Finally, you're able to 
take a quick dip in the cold water outside, head to a jug of whiskey under a tree 
for a shot to warm you up, or take your leave (as Skjall has readied the horses), 


Vd ATIPPLEANDWDI 


‘The shot of whiskey and the dip in the refreshing waters are more than relaxing; 
they grant you health regeneration, making the next part of this quest easier. 


END: SKJALL'S SACRIFICE 


F OBJECTIVES: _ 


Return to the changing room, put your clothes on, and head out into the vilage. 
Optionally view the villagers of Lofoten in their daily lives (a young man and his 
father learning how to shoot a bow, a married couple on a hill above you, and 
folks remarking about a coming storm). How right they are. 


At the stables, you may optionally tease Skjall about his feelings for you. This can 
lead to Skjall’s first attempt at a kiss. But your flirting is interrupted by shouts 
from outside. Dash outside, and defend yourself from hounds of the Wild Hunt, 
as well as Wild Hunt Riders who are razing the settlement! You must kill between 
three and four of these foes, now you have cured your weakened state in the 
sauna, Battle until Skjall shouts, then return to the stables, Skjall vows to show 
you the way to Drowned Dead Rock. You can; 


© Thank him, 


# Or ask about his family. This leads to slight conversation changes when Geralt 
and Ciri meet in Act Iii: Main Quest: Child of the Elder Blood. 


OBJECTIVE 


Set off at a canter heading roughly south, following 
Skjall along the road out of Lofoten. Along the 
Cliffside road there are intermittent infractions 

with hounds. Avoid them to stop your horse from 
panicking, and gallop as much as possible. Expect a 
few hounds to attempt to thwart you. 


Uma 


Replenish your horse's stamina when no foes are close to you on your mini-map, 


You race to a boat along the coast, and are taken aboard by Avallach, cast adrift 
into the waters. Skjall races to help, but is cut down by a Wild Hunt rider. 

The next morning he awakens to see Avallach's boat wrecked on the beach. 

A grotesque homunculus looks over the broken boat. Main Quest: The Calm 
Before the Storm concludes. 


Yennefer dismisses 
the wretched carcass 
of Skjall the Craven. 
Her ritual has caused 
a great destruction 

in the garden, and 
you are visited by 

the Priestesses of 
Freya, who are both 
betrayed and enraged 
at her. Yennefer expresses little remorse. Answer the priestesses as you wish. 
Afterwards, you focus on the information the dead Skjall told you. Speak to 
Yennefer about the following 


© The fact that Ciri isn’t in Skellige. 


© The ugly creature is linked to Ciri somehow. It could even be Ciri herself, 
cursed by forces unknown. 


with the following options: 


‘Ifyou have completed Main Quest: Family Matters and Main Quest: Hunting a 
Witch (Velen), you reckon exploring Novigrad, and starting Main Quest: Pyres of 
Novigrad, is in order. 


# Ifyou have completed Main Quest: The Play's the Thing (in Novigrad), you think 
Main Quest: The Nilfgaardian Connection is a good plan. 


# Ifyou haven't completed up to either sets of quests in Velen or Novigrad, you are 
at a loss at what to do. 


# Ifyou've completed Main Quest: Family Matters and Main Quest: Hunting a Witch 
(Velen), as well as Main Quest: The Play's the Thing (Novigrad), Main Quest: 
Uoly Baby automatically begins. 

# in addition, Yennefer recommends you seek out Jar! Donar (who took the creature 
‘under his care) and ask him to whom exactly he sold the... gnarled lump you saw 
‘on the beach. Secondary Quest: A Mysterious Passenger automatically begins. 

‘Finally, as Yennefer parts company with you, she hopes you'll meet her in Larvik, 
2s she has something to tell you. Secondary Quest: Last Wish becomes availa 
This quest will not start, however, if you already found Uma at Crow’s Perch. 


DANGER ALERT 


Locations: Larvik (Hindarsfjalt) 
Characters: Donar an Hindar 


This quest becomes available automatically after the conclusion of Main Quest: 
|| Cir's Story: The Calm Before the Storm, and you haven't seen Uma by visiting Crow's 


Perch yet. Itis purely optional. 


$s 


SELLING THE UGLIEST MAN ALIVE 
OBJECTIVE: a 


OO DANGER ALERT 


SECONDARY QUEST: TH E M TERIOUS PASSENGER 


POILERALERT KK 


w) 


Head across the heaths and hilly roads to the village of Larvik on Hindarsfjall, 
enter through the gates and run east toward the jarl's longhouse. Speak to the 
Jarl, optionally asking him about his lineage, the news from Hindarsfall, and 
‘Skjall’s honor. But you're here to inquire about the ugly creature. He tells you it 
was sold to a merchant who asked about the sea routes to Novigrad. Not much 
of a clue, but worth a visit. This quest now concludes. 


SECONDARY. QUEST: THE LAST WISH 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Nameless 
Locations: Freya's Garden (Hindarsfjall), Larvik, Ingdalen Isle, oak 
Northern Mountains (Ard Skettig) 
| Characters: Yennefer of Vengerberg, Amos var Ypsis 


Enemies: Sirens, Drowners, Djinn 


DANGEROUS SOMETIMES. 
MALICIOUS ALL THE TIME 


| OBJECTIVES: 


J) Tis quest begins atthe conctusion of Main Quest: Nameless, : 
eee a 


Ez 


| 


After finding the Craven in the well of Freya's 
Garden, and speaking about locating (and finding) 
Cri, Yennefer requests you meet her in Larvik, at the 
warrior's hall. She has something important to tel 
you. You can accompany her to Larvik immediately 
(on horseback), or agree to meet her there later (so 
you can prepare or finish other quests first) 


Enter the warrior's hall, where Yennefer is gaining 

the upper hand on some unruly yokels. Speak to her, and she mentions a 

man named Amos var Ypsis, a specialist on djinns. She tells the story of his 
disappearance. Answer how you wish. She wishes to know what became of him, 
but she's particularly interested in his djinn. Feel free to ask more about these 
mystical creatures, before agreeing to help. 


The harbor is a short jog from the warrior’s hall, down the hill to where her 
vessel is moored. Speak to her again. She tells you of an incantation on her boat, 
allowing you to see if there are any wrecks on the seafloor. Yennefer takes the 
helm. You sit at the bow of the boat. 


YEARNING FOR YENN 


1 you decide not to help, Yenn leaves on her own, and she cannot be considered a 
romance option from this point. 


p_ OBJECTIVES: 


You set sail into the 
ocean waters, talking 

of past adventurers, 
Eventually you reach 

an area that Yennefer 
wishes to search, She 
casts a spell to slow 
your heart, allowing you 
more breathing room. 
Leap into the frigid 
waters, and dive directly below the boat. if any sirens are in the vicinity, 
shoot them with your crossbow or magic before you go. 


= 
& 
2 


Below are the remains of a longship, and a few swimming drowners. Avoid 
them as you find the entrance to an underwater cavern, or use your crossbow 
and remove them as a threat, and swim inside (roughly east). Use your Witcher 
Senses on the small half-buried vessel—it sports a Clan Drummond figurehead. 
This isn't the correct boat, so swim back to the surface. 


criti 


Yennefer sails roughly northwest, crossing the ocean toward a pair of small, 

(Odd islands of thin fur trees and rocks. Before you reach there, watch for the 
white whale if you wish. She then stops and finds another wreck. Dive down and 
discover a variety of chests and barrels. By the rocks and ship's deck, you find 

a war horn bearing the Clan Heymaey symbols, Check for further chests, and 
gather all the war booty you can from them. There's also a Skelliger’s buckler 
from ages past. But this isn’t Yennefer's boat. Return to the surface. 


‘Make sure you attempt a lengthy sweep and open any chests and crates; there are a 
variety of items to gather as you search each wreck, 
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Yennefer continues to travel towards the two islands that make up Ingdalen 

Isle. As she passes between the rocks, she senses something odd. Dive down 
under her boat, and you're astonished to discover a huge crater! However, when 
Yennefer uses your eyes to see this unnatural seafloor, she informs you this 
anomaly is the effect of teleportation, Now swim toward a collection of chests 
and crates (Which can be looted), before finding the remains of a boat. Near here 
is a basket cut exactly in half, Close to the boat is something more. A broken 
seal! Yennefer orders you to the surface. 


ITEM: Quest Item: Broken Seal (1 of 2) 


Atter examining the 
broken seal, Yennefer 
opens a portal and 
telenorts you both to 
within a dozen yards 
of the other half of 

the seal. You appear 
atop a snow-covered 
mountain in Ard Skellig 
Before continuing, quiz 
Yenneter regarding exactly why she wants a djinn. Choose either conversation. 
The topic soon changes to the link you and Yennefer share, She reminds you of 
the time you asked a djinn to bind you both together. Yennefer wants to ask this 
‘one to take that wish back 


Agree or don’t. Yennefer wants to know if there's any magic left between you. 
Take that comment as you wish. You then head towards a ship, left atop the 
mountains of northern Ard Skellig, northwest of Yustianna’s Grotto. Approach the 
wrecked vessel, looting the captain's cabin of treasure if you wish. Then continue 
down into the hull for more chests, The place looks like a laboratory, Gather 
some rare books, then inspect the following 


* Atrail of blood from a pair of shoes. They lead to a bookcase. Interact with It, 
and you lift it up, revealing the crushed and bloodied remains of Amos. 
‘An unfortunate accident? Tell her you must search the body. You produce 
the other half of the seal. Head back up on the top deck. 


OG) DANGER ALERT 


SECONDARY QU 


Related Quests: Main Quest; The King is Dead—Long Live the King, 
Secondary Quest: Possession, Secondary Quest: King’s Gambit 
Locations: Bridge to Kaer Trolde (Ard Skeltigl, New Port Inn, Martin's 
Coast (Undvik], Giant's Ship, Hjalmar’s Camp, Abandoned Village, 
Ice Troll Cave, Urskar, Clan Tordarroch Forge, Dorve Ruins, 
Ice giant's Cave 
Characters: Crach an Craite, Axel (Navigator), Rante (Survivor), Jonas the 
Innkeep, Harald Houndsnout, Folan, Hjalmar an Craite, Vigi the Loon 
Enemies: Ekhidna, Sirens, Ice Trolls, Devourers, Rotfiends, Myrhytf the 
ice giant 


| This quest becomes available automatically, once Main Quest: The King is Dead— 
Long Live the King concludes. It is purely optional. 
[a RNS 


THE SPIRITS OF SKELLIGE FAVOR YOU 


Up at the ship's wheel, 
Yennefer aims to 
Conjure and tame the 
djinn. it appears, but is 
too powerful to control! 
Leap down to the deck 
and attack the djinn 
rolling in and using the 
central mast to avoid its 
electrical discharges. 
Whittle its health down until it weakens. 


LITIESS WIN AG: 


‘When you've read up on its weakness, 
using this guide's Bestiary, this battle < 
becomes a little less fraught. The djinn me 
is vulnerable against the following: 


Elamenta Olt 


Dimeritium Bomb 


Yennefer captures the djinn, and bargains with it to remove the magic coupling 
you both in return for its freedom. tt obliges. Afterwards, you both sit, and 
contemplate your triumph. You can: 


# Comment using language that is friendly and pleasant, 
‘® Answer using words that are more standoffish, 


Yennfer tells you she was expecting to feel different. But nothing has changed. 
Answer. 


Agree, telling her you love her. You embrace and kiss on the boat. Just like 
your first. Then you watch the mountains. Afterwards, you return to Yennefer's 
bedroom in Kaer Trolde. 


# Disagree, telling her you don't want to be with her any more. Yennefer is shocked, 
‘and you agree to a more formal friendship instead of romance. 


Afterwards, itis agreed that Ciri should be found, but you aren't happy at 
Yennefer’s insistence that the emperor should receive a report. Agree or disagree 
with her request—it is decided either way. If you have completed your searching 
of Velen and Novigrad, you decide Uma is important, and you must now head to 
see the Baron, collect Uma, and ride for Kaer Morhen. Your paths will intertwine 
again, as this quest concludes. 


THE TIME TO ACT IS NOW! 


4 you don’t attempt this quest, and continue your adventuring to the point where 
Act il: Battle Preparations begins, Svanrige Bran becomes King of Skellige, and both 
Hialmar and Cerys are presumed dead. Harsh. 


ALOST SON ON A BLIGHTED ISLE 


| OBJECTIVES 


Locate Crach on the exterior battlement crenelations overlooking the gorge 
‘Ask him about Hjalmar, and his venture. He reckons you should ask some Clan 
Torrdaroch survivors down in the New Port inn about Undvik and the giant that 
must be slain there 


Jonas the Innkeep Tante the Navigator ‘rel the Survivor 


Leave the Kaer Trolde Keep, and descend to the bottom of the mountain, all the 
way to the harbor, before working back (north) toward the New Port Inn where 
Yennefer is staying. Enter the main tavern, where rowdy drinking and merriment 
abounds. Hjalmar recruited his crew here, so there are three fellows to speak with: 


. 


The Innkeeper, who recalls how Hjalmar cajoled his crew into undertaking a 
mission to cut off “that bloody giant's head.” They wanted to take back the 
forge, where the best blades on the islands are crafted. He also points out the 
Other two fellows to talk to, 


A Navigator, who tells you to head southwest, watchin g for rocks “protrudin’™ 
out of the water, and then watch for swift currents. He also likes to talk; 
amuse yourself with his stories if you wish. 


A Survivor, one of Jarl Harald Houndsnout of Undvik's personal guards who 
failed him when the giant attacked. The Jarl died fighting the giant, while the 
survivor was plucked up by sirens, rescued and brought here. 


OBJECTIVE 


Leave the New Port Inn, and head southward towards the port, where you can locate 
a boat, It should appear on your mini-map, and allows you to captain a vessel across 
the treacherous seas, heading in a roughly southwesterly path towards the Isle of 
Undvik, from Ard Skellig. Your voyage is relatively smooth sailing 


Head out in an easterly direction, passing below (and right of the Edberg Lighthouse, 
Then tum slightly to port (left) and continue in a southwesterly direction across the 
open waters 


Make a hard tur to port (left) around the ragged rocks as the coast of Undvik 
approaches. Then tum starboard (right) slightly, lining yourself up with the 
objective on your mini-map. 


it’s advisable to head to either the Marlin Coast (signpost), where you can more 
safely moor your boat, or into the ship's graveyard and a giant ruined whart 
protruding into the ocean (pictured). As you approach, prepare to fight off the 
odd ekhidna, 


‘you're already the seafaring kind, you'll know the basics ot boating. But even 
‘accomplished navigators may wish to absorb the knowledge about using a boat, 


which is contained within the Training section of this guide. 


MARULT 


TO'KAERTROLDEN 


Did you forget to pack something? Need some ingredients or wish to trade? Then be 
sure to access the signpost on the Marlin Coast so you can easily Fast Travel to and 
from this location. 


ROUND THE RUGGED ROCKS 
THE RAGGED RASCALS RAN 


| OBJECTIVES, 


‘As you close in on the masses of jagged rocks the navigator back in Ard Skellig 
warned you about, you should inspect the multitude of ships wrecked here 
over the decades. So plentiful is the wreckage that it blocks the way from the 
beach inland to other parts of the island. Disembark from your boat at Marlin 
Coast (signpost), and comb the beach, using your Witcher Senses to uncover 
the following: 


* Amassive barrier sealing the valley where the ruined whart is located 
(See picture). This wasn't merely the flotsam of countless abandoned 
vessels—the giant erected this barricade! 


* Sea graves (how the islanders bury their fallen) under some pretty weighty 
‘stones with a simple wooden marker. 


© Ahalf-buried shield bearing the symbol of Clan an Craite. 


‘©  Agreat number of footprints going in all directions, close to a wrecked ship. 
Judging by the condition of the hull, this was a recent wreck, and was the 
ship Hjalmar used to reach these Freya-forsaken parts. 


WW BEACH*COMBINGAND ALTERNATE ROUTES 


Remember that you can continue your beach-combing on horseback. Roach is 
available to cover ground more rapidly, There are other routes you may take when 
exploring this island, but the following is optimal, and introduces you to the most 
clues regarding the ice giant and Hjaimar’s whereabouts, J 


TO THE SIR 


AMS 


Stray too far southwest along the coast, and you risk incurring the wrath of a group 
of ekhidna. Itis possible to simply roam the island, and pick up this quest much later 
into the exploration of Undvik, if you wish, 


Close to Hjaimar’s shipwreck is a tral that leads up (roughly southwest) into the 
granite mountains. Follow this precarious path, Pass across a gorge, which you 
can drop into and clamber out of if you wish. Bodies of islanders Killed in a rock 
slide lie strewn about here. You may follow the deep ravine (accessed from the 
shore near Marlin Coast) farther on, or continue on the high road, 


Ravine Route—southwest of the village of Marlin Coast, along the shoreline, is this 
cave opening (shown). Head through the gap, into the ravine where the rock slide 
has occurred. Pick your way up and over the strewn corpses of Hjalmar's rotting 
crew. Then follow a narrow and sharply winding path up and onto the high road, 


High Road Route—stay on the high road, and trek past a soldier impaled on a pine 
tree; this hapless fellow must have been skewered by the giant. 


A 


Continue along the precarious path, ascending and crossing a very narrow wooden 
bridge (as shown) with the gorge below you. Prepare to fight off a couple of 

sirens as you pass the corpse of one of Hjalmar's men, slumped close to various 
provisions and baggage that was quickly discarded. 


Follow the winding trail untl it leads you into a ravine with almost sheer rock walls 
either side of you. Continue roughly northwest as you reach the far end of this 
fissure. Its here that you spot your first glimpse of the terrible Giant of Undvik... 


SHORT ON NAILS AND TWINE 


OBJECTIVES: 


‘Quietly slipping behind a rock, you peer out at a 
gigantic galleon, seemingly in mid-construction, 
Sirens flitter from the prow and bow of the immense 
vessel, A terrifying thudding sound announces the 
arrival of the ice giant. A behemoth carrying a bow! 
of offal which he slings at the sirens. He places one 
dollop of flesh onto the deck, and departs. 


‘Step out from behind the rocks, and begin to explore 
this strange ship. Be aware of the four sirens darting about—deal with them 
first. Use your Witcher Senses to uncover: 


Haraié Howndsnout 


* Giant tracks by the ship's hull. He frequents this place. 
* Drag marks indicating a litter (a type of stretcher) was dragged through here. 


* Marks close to cliffs behind the ship to the southeast, blocking your path and 
meaning that another way into the isiand must be found, 
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‘As you're exploring the area around the ship, and plunging your silver sword 
into the last siren, you hear the sounds of a strange lament. A man with a 
thin voice, singing a sad song. tis coming from the deck of the ship. Move to 
the makeshift ladder where the giant threw in some meat, and climb aboard. 
You find a gaunt man with sunken haunted eyes, sitting against a strut and 
surrounded by skulls on stakes. 


Converse with him, and you discover the following: 


He's actually Harald Houndsnout, Jarl of Undvik, and now captive of the ice giant. 


He's been subsisting on his crew's flesh, and converses with their skulls as if 
they were alive. 


He's been spared by the giant to build him a massive boat. But they are short 
‘on nails and twine. And he's mad as a Nilfgaardian wild dog. 


You're fortunate that he reveals Hjalmar made camp nearby at an old tower, 
‘and some of his crew escaped with him. You vow to help the Jar! out later, 
‘and bid your farewell to this addled madman. 


TRACKING THROUGH THE TUNDRA 


OBJECTIVES: 


Follow the marks and look along a rough pathway to the west. Ahead are the 
remains of an old wooden guard tower, built against the cliffs. Hjalmar was 
attacked, judging by the evidence on the ground. Make sure you use your 
Witcher Senses to uncover the following: 


Hjalmar’s men were taken by surprise, but fought off the attack. 


One corpse has a broken back, as if he fell from a great height 


One body is covered in wounds, and must have fought for a long time. 


. 


felled man fought barefoot after sirens caught him off-guard, 


‘Two people came through here. Separately, Scavengers most likely. 


One man didn't even manage to draw his sword. Another bled to death in 
‘seconds, A third had his throat torn open by sirens. 


Two trails of footprints lead up a hill to the west, and then turn to the south, 
There is also evidence of a track made by a boat being dragged in the opposite 
direction (northward). The human sets of footprints indicate one man (an archer) 
‘was determined to kill the other. 


Yd EVIDENGEATURSKAR 


| You can follow the track of the dragged boat if you wish, which leads to evidence of 
‘bloodshed on the lake across from Urskar village. But the optimal path is to find one of 
Hjalmar’s men first, gain further knowledge, and then return to this boat-dragging trail. 


Follow the footprints carefully across the tundra and the most vague of paths, 
towards a fallen tree overlooking a stream. 

‘© It seems one man had to fight off nekkers, and crossed the stream—do the same. 
* One of the men didn’t come back for his arrows. He was harried. 


Head west across the stream, and head up the large sloping hill ahead of you. 
There are more arrows in the ground. 


Further up the slope are nekker corpses. They pursued the men. Check the 
corpses and evidence near the barrels. 


Close to the upturned log on the outskirts of the Abandoned Village (signpost) 
is evidence an archer was determined to kill. The other used this log as cover. 
Adjacent is another set of tracks—these lead off to the northwest. Follow them: 


‘© With the tracks are splatters of blood on the ground and rocks—a lot of it, 
indicating the wounded man couldn't have gone much further. 


© The trail of blood and prints leads you to a cave entrance, where one of 
Hjalmar’s men is pincushioned with arrows. Close by is a horn that is said 
to drive away sirens. Take it and save it for later. 


Quest Item: Hornwall Horn 


Ud 


Having problems with those terrors from the skies? Then blow the Hornwall Horn 
when you're being attacked by sirens; the horn causes these airborne foes to drop 
to the ground, making them easier to slay. 


The archer was still alive, but troll tracks at the mouth of the cave indicate the 
man was dragged inside. Blood marks deeper into the cave entrance indicate 
the man was wounded. Head into the cave. 


RESCUING FOLAN FROM THE POT 
E OBJECTIVES: £ me ie 3 


Folan 


Enter the cave and follow the intermittent trail of blood from the archer. 

At the first fork in the cave tunnel, head left, to a large cavern with a massive 
pile of fallen rocks. Engage an ice troll in combat. This chamber has two exits. 
Follow the path to the right, then left up a ledge path, The smell of cooking 
pierces your nostrils. Climb the ledge, and follow the path upward (and 
westward), into a trol's kitchen 


This rough cavern houses a giant cooking pot, two ice trolls, and a protesting 
Skellige man named Folan (son of UH). You approach the troll with your sword 
sheathed, as it is possible to free Folan without anyone dying (or boiling). 

The trolls claim they won Folan from Myrhyff (the giant), but they are prepared 
to let him go, providing you can solve their riddle. A troll's riddle? You'd be 
embarrassed if you failed at this... You can: 


© Tell them you've had enough, and engage both trolis in battle. 
© Tell them you'll play for Folan, and the riddles begin, 
Riddle #1: “Lots there swim. Not soup, has no fins," The answer is “the sea.” 


You reply with your own riddle, which easily flummoxes the trolls. They angrily 
stomp off, but don’t offer any resistance. 


BOILING POINT 


Be quick when fighting or riddling with the trolls. f you wait more than ten seconds, 
Folan boils alive, and your rescue attempt fails (simply leave the cave and complete 
the remaining objectives on your own). if you fail to answer the first riddle correctly, 
the trols ask you a second one, but by this time, Folan has bolled to death, 


Once the riddle (or battle) is over, immediately rush up the rocky ledge and 
access the cauldron lid, prying it open and freeing Folan. You speak with him 

at the cave entrance. Folan is grateful, but once you tell him you're looking for 
Hjalmar, he gets suspicious. This is shortived though, and he reveals everything 
about the expedition if you ask him the following: You can ask him how he was 
separated, the expedition, that Crach sent you, about the ice giant, or tell him you 
know everything (after which, he follows you). 


HARRIED INTO THE HILLS 


OBJECTIVES: 


| This objective can be undertaken with or without Folan, and can occur before or 


after you rescue him. The optimal time to attempt this is after successfully freeing 


|| Folan trom the trolls’ cooking pot. 
—— rT 


After optionally talking about inter-clan animosities with Folan, set off to the 
location close to the ruined guard tower where Hjalmar made camp. Use 

your Witcher Senses to find the tracks showing several men dragging a boat 
northwards, Follow this trail, but head in a roughly southerty direction, towards 
the village of Urskar, to a small lake and wooden jetty. 

Use your Witcher Senses and uncover the following: 


* One of Hjalmar's men who bled to death trying to escape, near the waterfall 
Cross the lake, and uncover signs of a battle 


© The men attempted to run to some nearby caves. The giant chased them. 
There is a trail of blood heading uphill 


* Scuff marks farther up the path to the south, just after the huts, shows that 
someone tripped and fell, but managed to get away. 


* There's lots of blood 
patches up the trail, 
It leads to a slit-like 
cave opening. 


© Large claw marks at 
the cave entrance 
indicate the giant 
‘couldn't squeeze into 
the caves, and gave 
up the chase 


Head down the sloping cave tunnel. There are more blood pools along the way. 
The sloping path leads to a gigantic grotto, and no way onwards... except 
downwards! Dive off the cliff ledge, into the pool below. 


Swim northwards out 
of the pool, There's 
blood on the stone 
shore, and a corpse of 
‘one of Hjalmar’s men 
by a ledge. Examine 
the corpse, then climb 
the ledges. Follow 

the splatters of blood 
across a small wooden 
bridge, to more ledge near a second corpse. Climb up, run along a ledge, through 
‘a. small cave opening on your left, to a large upper promontory above the pool, 
with an oak tree at the edge of the precipice, 


If Folan is with you, expect a few comments on the resolve of his dead comrades, 
as you progress through this cave system. 


There's evidence of a cave collapse here—crushed Skelligers, two dead 
harpies, and more blood. Fight some live harples, find the ladder and climb up 
‘the wooden scaffold, up another ladder passing the ore veins, and take a tunnel 
northward, then to the northeast, battling at least three devourers as you go, 

all the way to a mountain pass and Clan Tordarroch Forge 


THE CRAITE ESCAPE 


| OBJECTIVE 


‘The exterior view over the Isle of Undvik is as beautiful as the interior of the forge 
is grotesque. Open the main door into the forge, where more than twenty of 
Hjalmar's men are butchered and hung like sides of beef in this giant's pantry. 


‘If Folan is with you, he remarks on this horror. 


The horror is further exacerbated by an ambush from three rotfiends (devourers) 
bursting from a side chamber to the north. Cut them down (or better yet, lob a 
bomb into the enclosed antechamber they spring from, before they spread out), 
then exit the building to the east. Use your Witcher Senses: 


© There are a number of old tracks; the giant comes here often to feed. 


Follow the trail of giant footprints down the pathway from the forge, across the 
gully and northeast to a cliff you aren't able to climb. You need to find another 
way around. 


Step back to the path, then head downhill (northwest), following the path down 
toward the lake, passing some human-sized footprints along the way, Run past 
the lake (on your left), between a fishing hut and small boathouse, and begin to 
climb a wooded hillside gully. The footprints lead up the hill path, toward what 
was one of the main villages on Undvik—the Dorve Ruins, 


Hjaimar an Craite 


Head through the village threshold gate, and you encounter a Skelliger battling 
against some sirens. Help the fellow see off two of these flying foes, after which 
you're introduced to Hjalmar himself. He knows of your adventures, and you can 
speak about your task (to help him), and quickly check on his crew-mate (who 
sadly didn’t survive the siren attack). After that, the bull-headed Hjalmar decides 
a dash up to the Giant's lair is in order 


# I Folan is with you, he and Hjalmar speak about Cerys’ decision to head to 
Spikeroog alone. They also banter back and forth as you climb the hill to the 
giant's tair. 


Did you find some nails in Dorve Ruins, during or after talking to Hjalmar? Then you 


can bring them to Jarl Houndsnout, who uses them on his crew. The man's crazier 
than Lugost 


GERALT THE GIANTSLAYER 


OBJECTIVES 


‘As you set off up the hill with Hjalmar, use your 
Witcher Senses to uncover 
more evidence: 


* Atthe start of the run, check the ground; the 
giant came down the mountain, barged into the 
village, and kicked the gate down from the inside, 


Vigi the Loon 


© Further up the slope there are skeletal remains of 
the Undvik massacre. 
The sheer number shows that the records are no exaggeration. 


Continue to follow Hjalmar up between the rocky slopes to the cave entrance 
into the giant's lair. It is blocked by fallen rocks and scree, Speak with Hjalmar 
and agree to help him remove the blockage, Then enter the cave. 
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A COLD RECEPTION FOR THE UNDER 
Myrhyff the ice giant is a formidable opponent. This is the only occasion where you'll face an 
ice giant, and you don't want it tobe your last. Be sure you Meditate and prepare potions. 


After a short path to the right, around the roots and 
pieces of ships’ masts, you can nimbly enter the ice 
Giant's lair, where he is sleeping (along the southwest 
wall), A muffled voice from a makeshift cage of 

boat parts pleads with you to be let free. This is Vigi 
“the Loon," and Hjalmar wars you to keep him 
imprisoned, lest he live up to his name. 


‘Myrtyff the Ice Giant 
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Agree, or seek the key to free him while the giant sleeps. 
® If Folan is with you, he’s insistent that Vigi shuts up, or gets them all killed. 


If Folan isn’t with you, and you haven't visited him yet, this is the point when the 
Ice Trolls eat him; it's too late to save him at this point. 


MYRH 


FF'S WAKI 


UP CALL 


Beware of your actions; the slumbering behemoth wakes up if you strike it, cast 
Signs, or step on the patches of ice that crack; leaving you little time to free Vigi 


Ifthe giant is sleeping, you have a couple of options. You can 


‘Find the key to Vigi’s Cage. The key is in a chest along the southeast wall 
of the cave, Grab it, head to Vigi's uptumed boat cage, and free the loon; 
‘who promptly yells a blood-curdling cry and launches himself at the giant. 
Combat immediately starts. 


4 Oryou can ignore Vigi, advance on the sleeping giant, who wakens and 
combat starts. 


ITE 


A: Quest 


: Key to Vigi's Cag 


With the giant attacking, you have the benefit of Hjalmar attacking as well 

(and Vigi if you freed him, as well as Folan providing support fire from his bow). 
Attack the giant, using mainly fire-based attacks. Free Vigi if you wish, but watch 
the giant’s attacks too. You can only free Vigi before the combat starts, 


When the ice giant has around a quarter of his health whittled away, he produces 
a large ship's anchor, and whips about its head, As well as being damaging, this 
is brought down with force on Vigi's cage. If he was freed already, this isn’t a 
problem, But if he's still imprisoned, he's flattened and dies, Now fight on to the 
bitter end, until Myrhyff of Undvik is finally toppled! 


(exexe; 
| 


DANGER ALERT 


Related Quests: Main Quest: The King is Dead—Long Live the King, 
Secondary Quest: Possession, Secondary Quest: King’s Gambit. 

Locations: Bridge to Kaer Trolde (Ard Sketlig), Svortag (Spikeroog), 
Abandoned House 

Characters: Udatryk, Hjort, Skettige Woman, Fisherman, Bergthora, 
Elric, Cerys an Craite, Aki 

Enemies: Drowners, Sirens, Hym 

Recommended Item: Axil Delusion Level 2 


| This quest becomes available automatically, once Main Quest: The King is Dead— 
, Long Live the King concludes. It is purely optional 


—$$_—— Se 


THE TIME TO ACT IS NOW! 


Htyou don’t attempt this quest, and continue your adventuring to the point where 
‘Act Il: Battle Preparations begins, Svanrige Bran becomes King of Skellige. A pity. 


A LOST DAUGHTER ON A HAUNTED ISLE 


| OBJECTIVES: | 


Locate Crach on the exterior battiement crenelations overlooking the Kaer 
Trolde gorge. Ask him about Cerys, and her adventure. He tells you she's sailed 
there in order to help cure Jar! Udalryk's mysterious affliction, You'l find further 
information out by sailing northwestward to the isle of Spikeroog. 


VA VUUNERABINITIE 


Be sure you read up on additional combat 
strategies in this guide's Bestiary. Remember 
the ice giant is weak against the following: 


Ogroia out Quen 


CONCLUSION: UNDVIK FOR SKELLIGE! 


After commiserating or congratulating each other about freeing Vigi, you can stay 
here and loot the giant's corpse (and then meet Hjalmar on the beach), or return 
to the beach automatically (the Marlin's Coast signpost), where Hjalmar assures 
you that your prowess will be sung about by the skalds, 


> Agree that your actions deserve to be included in Hjalmar's ballad, and you can 
obtain discounts from traders all across Skellige. 


He aims to sail back to Ard Skellig to claim his title, though he's sure others have 
similar plans in mind. Remind him that his sister is one of them, and answer how 
you wish in regards to visiting Spikeroog to help her. The quest concludes with 
you receiving Hjalmar's favorite blade, 


‘You can complete this quest with or without Folan and Vigi, who are also on the 
beach. However, rescuing one or either of them results in them automatically 
accompanying Hjalmar to Kaer Morhen, if you request Hjalmar's help during 
Act Il: Brothers in Arms: Skellige. 


ITEM: Weapon: Eirtithrad (Sword) 


a 


|| Harald Houndsnout i stil talking to his skulls inside the giant boat. Return and try to 
talk to the madman, and you find he's too far gone to save, alas. 
ee 


SPOILER ALERT XX 


Leave Kaer Trolde Keep, and head south toward 
the port, where you can locate a boat. It should 
appear on your mini-map, and allows you to captain 
a vessel across the unforgiving seas, heading in 

a roughly northwesterly path towards the Isle of 
Spikeroog, from Ard Skellig. Your voyage 

is relatively smooth sailing: 


Travel directly towards the large inlet harbor 
surrounding the main settlement of Svorlag, 


Once you disembark on Svorlag’s shore, bound up 
the wooden steps to the Jarl's longhouse in the 
southwestern area of the village. Along the way, you 
may hear townsfolk speaking about the Jar's erratic 
behavior. You are met by two guards from the clan 
Brokvar, who let you into this darkened great hall 
Udalryk and his seer Hjort are talking about visions 
the Jar is having. Speak to Udalryk about the location of Cerys. All you receive 
is confused mumblings and shouts, after which the Jarl retires to bed. Hjort 
suggests you look to the villagers for more information, 


Jari Udalryk 


# It you specifically ask Hjort where Cerys is, he explains she went to the Abandoned 
House on the top of the mountain. Now you need not speak to any of the villagers. 


THE TIME HAS COME TO GET CERYS 


E OBJECTIVES: _ 


Set about interviewing the villagers of Svorlag. Move to where the signpost is 
located, and begin a conversation with a Fisherman, who hasn't seen Cerys for 

a while. Nearby is a rosy-cheeked Skellige woman, She's surprised at all the 
guests from afar that have been visiting. She tells you Cerys was just here, and 
was meeting two townsfolk by the name of Bergthora and Eiric (a married couple 
and old friends of the Jarl who live at the east end of the village). 


+ 


Bergthora 


Skeitige Woman Fisherman 


Bergthora fs a little way to the east, by her modest stone cottage and plucking a 
Chicken. She's a friendly sort, and tells you Cerys left to talk to Eiric on the beach 
located on the other side of the island. 


| OBJECTIVE 


Eirie 


Find the path that winds roughly northward, and set off toward the beach 
Bergthora mentioned, Beware of endriaga in the heath along the way. As you 
descend down the slope, you hear shouts of help—a man is marooned on a rock 
with drowners prowling the beach. Bring out your blade and dismember all three 
of them. Climbing down from his perch, he mutters about the “muire d'yaebler” 
(the istanders’ name for drowners). Despite your heroic actions, Eiric isn't about 
to reveal where an Craite's daughter is. You can 


* Tell him you're worried or have the jarl's blessing. 
* (Axil Delusion Level 2) Or befuddle Eiric into telling you. 


Eventually, you pry the information that she went to Udalryk’s old family home, 
yonder on the hill, 


A HOUSE OF DARK TORMENT 


» OBJECTIVE 


The hill in question is roughly southwest of your 
current beach location. A direct climb up the 
sheer rock cliffs is difficult and dangerous, so take 
the path back towards Svoriag before heading 
southwest up a series of precarious cliff edges 
partly covered in snow. Pass a small stone hut 

to reach the house where Udalryk lived with his 
parents as a boy. Enter via either of the doors 


Corys an Craite 


An ill atmosphere has taken hold of this place. Use your Witcher Senses to 
uncover some fresh footprints that could belong to Cerys. Follow them around 
the comer to see her passed out on the wooden floor. You gather her up and she 
wakes with a terrible head pain. She was hit on the head, didn’t find the sword 
she was searching for, but still isn’t leaving. 


She tells you the sword is named Brokvar, the ancestral sword of Udairyk’s clan. 
She needs it to lift the curse, She tells you the story of Udalryk and his brother 
‘Aki, who was given the sword despite Udalryk being the first-born son. Aki was 
killed during a fishing expedition, and Cerys reckons his ghost haunts this place. 
Though you don't necessarily agree with this hypothesis, you agree to help Cerys 
locate this blade, 


| OBJECTIVES 


Enter the Abandoned House again, and inspect the middle bedroom. Something 
glittering catches your eye; it is a key to the cellar. Take it, and return to the main 
chamber with the fireplace. 


Head to the north comer and unlock the trapdoor here, Descend down the 
ladder into the stone cellar, and look for the table in the middle of the wall with 
the heirloom sword on it. Then head back up the ladder, and onto the large 
wooden deck outside where Cerys is waiting for you. Inform her your search was 
‘successful. ou can now pay Udalryk a visit. 


ITEMS: Quest items: Key to Cellar, Brokvar 


AN EYE FOR AN AKI 


E OBJECTIVE 


Follow Cerys down 
‘the mountain and into 
Svorlag, speaking to 
her along the way about 
Yennefer and a past 
falling out with Crach 
an Craite. Head back 

to the Jar!'s longhouse. 
Udalryk is outside, 
nursing an arm wound, 
and Hort is convincing him the fresh air is helpful to his demeanor. Udalryk 
doesn’t know who you both are, telling you he hears the voices of the gods. 
Converse as you wish, You hypothesize that the voices are connected to Aki, 
and if the sword was returned to his brother, they would stop. Aki's remains lle 
off the shores of the island, in a treacherous area of waters, You agree to place 
the sword near the bones of Aki; you'll recognize them by the family ring the 
skeleton still wears. 


OBJECTIVE 


Run or swim southeast 
along the shore, to the 
‘small sandbank and 
islands at the mouth 

of the harbor. Three 
drowners are here 

to greet you close to 

the largest of the tiny 
islands, with a chest 
and dashed fishing boat 
on it. Slay the enemies, then take a plunge into the objective area. Look for the 
bones slightly northeast of the center of the area, optionally using your Witcher 
‘Senses to spot the pile of bones near a curved wooden plank and two angled 
rock formations. Despite the buffeting current, swim to the bones and interact 
with the corpse, placing the sword there. 


Surface and quickly swim to the nearest tiny island so you can deal with any 
sirens that may have been attracted to your antics (expect three). You don't 

believe this has solved the curse; an idea proved correct when you return to the 
Jart's longhouse to find Udalryk has poked his own eye out to appease the gods, 


CRITICAL PATH 


Converse with Udalryk, asking any and every question available, Once he's 
answered, you leam that the “gods” that command him speak from the 
shadows, You take Cerys to a guest chamber, and tell her that you believe 
Udairyk is being tortured by a “hym," a dangerous post-Conjunction creature 
that latches onto men who commit vile deeds. Speak with Cerys as you wish; 
revealing that the creature can be defeated via trickery or slaughter. Cerys favors 
the former, as Udalryk must be present for the fight, and might not survive. 

ou favor the latter, as it involves killing something nasty with your swords. 


® Choose trickery. 
® Choose slaughter. 


You have the option to change your mind when you head back to the Abandoned 
House. Agree to meet Cerys at the house if you wish to prepare for this battle, or 
head there immediately if you want to complete this now, 


DARK ILLUSIONS 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Revisit the Abandoned 
House, and begin to 
search it thoroughly, 
using your Witcher 
Senses as you move 
from room to room. 


© The main room 
fireplace has solid 
craftsmanship. 


* The middle bedroom has Ciri lying face down on the bed! But this illusion is 
quickly dispelled, and the Hym must be scared to attempt to thwart him. 


The middle bedroom has a broken mirror—Udalryk must have been 
frightened of seeing the creature manifest behind him. It also is missing part 
of the wall, leading to a large chasm which looks dangerous. 


‘The far bedroom has an old cradle which must have belonged to Udalryk 
or Aki 


Cerys walks out and calls you. At this point, speaking with Cerys reveals she has 
a great idea to rid Udalryk of the Hym, but for the ruse to work, she isn’t able to 
‘tell you about it. At this point, you can make a final decision; To trust Cerys or to 
try the fighting option. 


TRICKERY: THROW THE BABY OUT WITH 
THE KINDLING 


You wake from a slight doze 
near the stove to the sounds 
Of footsteps running towards 
the house. Cerys bolts through 
the door carrying a baby in her 
arms. A moment later, Udalryk 
and his men burst through 

the door. 


She throws the baby at you (as shown), yelling for you to toss the infant in the 
Stove! Has Cerys taken leave of her senses too?! You can: 


% Refuse, and the quest changes to the “Slaughter” option. The planning stage 
doesn't occur at the longhouse though. You figure everything out on the terrace of 
the Abandoned House. 


© Comply, throw the baby into the fireplace, shut the door, and drag a screaming 
Udalryk back from rescuing the toasting bairn. Draw your weapon, and fight 
Udalryk's men. After defeating them, Udalryk tries in vain to open the stove door. 
At this moment, the Hym looms out of the shadows. Hjort now appears with the 
child he had cunningly pulled it out of the stove using the back door behind the 
‘oven. Having been tricked, the Hym is forced to depart. 


OOO-OO ANGER ALERT 


| CONDARY, QUE! 


Related Quests: Secondary Quest: The Lord of Undvik; 
Secondary Quest: Possession; Secondary Quest: Coronation 

: Kaer Trolde Keep, Fornhala 

Characters: Arnvald, Hjalmar an Craite, Cerys an Craite, Steingrim, 
Birna Bran, Crach an Craite, Halbjorn Black Hand, Holger Black 
Hand, Hjort, Madman Lugos, Donar an Hindar, Svanrige Bran 

Enemies: Bears, Seamen, Halgrim, Artis 


* 
Loc 


SLAUGHTER: YOU AND HYM 


, OBJECTIVES: _ 


You walk back to the 
Jar’s longhouse with 
Cerys, and speak with 
Udalryk and Hjort, 
explaining that they 

are being tormented 

by a Hym, which must 
be forced out of the 
darkness. Udalryk must 
retum to his abandoned 
family home, spend the night in the Hym’s lair, and you gather some torches 
(from the outside storage shed) to lighten the ominous nature of the place. 
Return to the Abandoned House; Cerys and Udalryk are waiting for you there, 


Place four torches inside the Abandoned House at the indicated locations. 
Return to Udalryk and tell him everything is ready. Udalryk's mettle returns, and 
he tells you this born and bred Skelliger is ready for battle! You tell Udalryk to 
instead think more pleasant thoughts or the Hym may drag him into feelings of 
guilt and despair. 


Enter the house, light the torches to summon the Hym, and begin the fight. 
Focus your attacks on the Hym, ignoring Udalryk's panicked screaming 

When Udalryk flees out of the main room, the Hym disappears. Use Axil to 
mentally calm Udalryk during these moments of insanity, When Udalryk returns 
to the room, the Hym reappears. After whittling the Hym’s health down to around 
one quarter, it disappears from view. You realize it has retreated deeper into its 
Jair; take the ladder down into the stone cellar and finish the foe, After the Hym Is 
slain, lead Udalryk out of the house, 


AP VULNERABILITIES DEALING WITH "DARKNESS 


The Hym is an evil spirit with a variety of attacks and a few weaknesses to exploit. 
Find these out in the Bestiary. 


ITEMS: Bomb: Sitver Dust, Oil: Specter, Signs Igni 


END: OUT OF THE SHADOWS 


OBJECTIVE 


You speak to Udalryk and tell him he will be tormented no longer, The voices 

in his head were caused by the Hym. Udalryk is still very confused, but you 
reassure Cerys (who is staying with Udalryk) that his mental strength will return. 
You depart on most friendly terms with Cerys, who has proved her worth as a 
warrior and a tactician. The quest now concludes, 


ITEM: Magic Item: Crystatized Essence 


With your help, both Hjalmar and Cerys defied death, and improved their chances in 
the race for Skellige's throne. This quest becomes available automatically, once both, 
Main Quests: The Lord of Undvik and Echoes of the Past are completed. itis optional. 


During Main Quest: Destination Skellige, if you killed Steingrim (the first 
|| stander, who found you washed up on the beach), you have no interactions 
with him at the feast hall. 
ee mm 


THE 


TIME TO ACT IS NOW 


I you don’t attempt this quest, and continue your adventuring to the point where 
‘Act Il: Battle Preparations begins, Svanrige Bran becomes King of Skellige. 
The Craite Clan never recovers. 


AT AGOOD FEAST, MEAD AND BLOOD FLOW 
IN EQUAL MEASURE 


F OBJECTIVES 


- 


Arnvald Corys an Crate 


You are summoned 
toa great feast held 

by Crach an Cralte in 
which mead would flow, 
and the achievements 
of his son and daughter 
would sway those 
islanders still undecided 
‘on who to crown the 
‘new ruler of Ard Skellig 
ross the bridge to Kaer Trolde Keep, where you are met by Arnvald. Normally 
the doors to the Keep would be closed during this ceremony, but Crach has made 
an exception; you are considered a son of Skellige! Head into the Keep, and 
down to the feast hall, 


‘Arnvald tells you this hasn't the backbiting gossip of a Continental banquet: 
You see Cerys and Hjalmar arguing over their right to the throne. After politely 
refusing the chance at “some fisticuffs with the Vildkaarls” with Hjalmar, 
Arnvald requests you head to Crach’s chambers. 


Take a walk through the banquet hall, at a brisk or leisurely pace: 
* There are discussions to overhear, about adventures, politics, Cerys and 
Hialmar's feats, and other natterings. 


© The formidable Steingrimm is also here (if you didn’t kill him during Main Quest: 
Destination Skellige). While talking to him with Yennefer, he offends her; you can 
react by leaving him be, challenging him to another fistfight, or slaughtering him 
with a sword. 


There are bards and lute-players singing songs praising both Cerys and Hjalmar. 


You also have the opportunity to talk to Hjalmar again (he's very keen on some 
fisticufs), You can bet with Hjalmar that you can beat a Vildkaart; the winner 
‘ecelves a sword from the loser, so be sure you have an additional weapon handy! 


. 


You also can speak to Cerys in the middle of the hall, who is simmering with 
rage, but proud of how she helped Udalryk. 


Exit the feast hall, 
heading down the steps 
and you meet Bima 
coming out of Crach’s 
chamber, She's in a 
foul mood, offended by 
the bartering for the 
title of king, especially 


Birna Bran Crach an Craite 
as her kin Svanrige hasn't a chance at the throne. She aims to leave Kaer Trolde 
tomorrow at daybreak. Now enter Crach’s chamber. He greets you warmly, Speak 
to him about his hospitality, his children, and Birna if you wish. Then ask about your 
reward. You are given a prized sword, In the middle of explaining the heirloom, you 
are drawn to a commotion upstairs. Hjalmar isn't the cause this time. 


ITEM: Sword: Glory of the North 


FEAST OF THE BEARS 


OBJECTIVE 


Race to the feast hall and a scene of bloodletting and chaos. Four gigantic bears 
are loose in the chamber, and are devouring soldiers and quests alike. Spring into 
action, and immediately battle the nearest bear, before rushing to the aid of the 
‘Skelligers still tackling the three other hairy behemoths. 


Panic reigns. Halbjom, son of Jarl Holger, howls as he succumbs to his wounds 
Holger tries to revive him, but Hjort (Jarl Udairyk's seer) declares him dead. 
There is pushing and shoving. Madman Lugos accuses Crach of being 
responsible for the bears. Hjalmar takes this as an insult to his family. Crach and 
Lugos are about to come to blows when Jar! Donar simmers the tension and 
calls everyone to order. Crach is to find those responsible, and kill them, else his 
clan will be cursed for a hundred generations. Speak to Crach now, asking what 
you wish, as he orders Hjalmar and Cerys to investigate. 


F cbs 


Jari Holger Black Hand Mort 


Halbjorn, son of Holge 


Stop for a moment to a 


decide who you wish to 
partner with: 


> “Ii help you, 
Cerys”: You help 
Grach's daughter. 


> “Going with 
Hjalmar”: You help 
Crach's son. 


Jarl Oonar an Windar 


Jarl “Madman” Lugos 


Or refuse to help anyone at all, stall the quest, and ignore the rest of the an 
Craite quests. 


You may only choose one, and it influences the rest of his quest, and your adventure! 


SURREPTITIOUS CERYS: CELLAR SMELLS 
WHERE A TRAITOR DWELLS 


| OBJECTIVES: 


While Hjalmar races off 
to kill some Vildkaart 
beserkers, you take 
‘amore measured 
approach with Cerys in 
the feast hall. Ask her 
who died (many; 

only her, Hjalmar and 
Svarige have claim to 
the throne), and what 
happened before the massacre. Then look around, using your Witcher Senses: 4) 


CRITICAL PATH 


* One corpse has fang and claw marks, and broken bones. It is difficult to say | 


what killed him. There are other corpses to examine, too. | 
Head over to one of the bears, and examine it: 


© (The Head) A bear's head, but a short tongue like a human's. The mouth 
smells of alcohol and earth. 


* (The Torso) Under the fur is a tattoo in the shape of a paw. 
* (The Limbs) Evidence of a sutured old scar, 
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This is a half-man, half-bear. But what caused the transformation? The mead is a 
Clue; you should check the horns, tankards, and bows. 


* Mead hors are empty. 
'* Abow! has the whiff of. 
* Another bow!—one at each table—contains mead and only mead. 


mushrooms? 


The scent of mead and something earthy fills your nostrils. Head north to the 
‘open door, and examine the small table to the left of it. You call over Cerys, who 
Confirms you are dealing with werebears—known colloquially as beserkers. 
You reveal the beserkers’ mead was spiked with what you think is blood. 

Cerys suggests Hjort might be able to help. 


OBJECTIVE 


Head east from the feast hall, onto the exterior battlements where the remaining 
Jarls are raising their voices about what happened. Listen and speak to them too, if 
you wish, Hjort is praying to Freya. Interrupt him, and hand him the mead horn. He 
immediately recognizes the smell as the mushroom “mardroeme” (or “psilocybe’’). 
it causes hallucinations in humans, and eases pain in small doses. But how was it 
slipped into the wine? Away from the feast in the cellars; that's where! 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Dash after Cerys through the feast hall to the entrance, across to the north 
‘corner exit, down past the smithy, into a series of descending corridors that end 
at the cellar entrance to the south. Cerys wants to show you where the poisons 
are kept. She walks to some steps, and down to a lower area of the cellar 

Cerys reckons the stench is revolting, but it's from some Mahakaman spirit. 

Use your Witcher Sensés to inspect the various barrels until you reach the one 
in the southeast comer that looks different. This is the brew that caused the 
brserkers’ transformation. Someone tosses a torch into the cellar, and the high- 
proof spirit goes up in flames, There's no way back. Only into a secret passage 
on the northeast comer of the cellar, blocked by barrels. Use Aard to destroy the 
barrel blockage and sprint into the tunnels. 


SURREPTITIOUS CERYS: 
BRAN-DISHING EVIDENCE 


, OBJECTIVES: 


Follow Cerys and 
‘emerge from the 
‘tunnels without 
Incident. You decide 
to revisit the cellar 
entrance to look for 
evidence of the culprit. 


Head south up the 
steps, and examine a 
set of footprints (using 
your Witcher Senses) at the cellar door. Someone walked through spilled mead. 
Now turn and follow the footprints up the main stairs back up towards the 
‘smithy. On a landing, examine a wall torch: There is a scrap of cloth on it. Cerys 
is shocked; only Amvaid wears this fabric! Race up and out of the cellar corridor, 
across the exterior battlements and smithy, and up into the Keep entrance. You 
‘see Amvald leap on a horse and race off. 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Amnvald’s guilt is unquestionable, but bringing him to justice is tricky. Gallop after 
him, following the route down the cliff path and tunnel, out of Kaer Trolde, and 
along the road heading roughly south. He bears right twice; first at the parked 
caravans, and second at the fork in the road, and heads directly to a group of 
bandit seamen; wearing Clan Tuirseach colors and waiting for him at the beach, 
You can end the chase in a number of ways: 


(Crossbow) While riding, produce your crossbow and knock Arnvald off his 
horse. You're commended by Cerys, and Amvald is usually alive. 


(Aard or Igni) While riding, use either Aard or Igni to remove Amnvald from his 
steed. Cerys is impressed, and Amvald is usually alive. 


(Beach Fight) Should Amvaid reach the beach, he is expecting to be smuggled 
‘out of Ard Skellig by these seafarers loyal to his cause, But you can never 
trust these bandits; Arnvald’s usefulness has expired, and they attack him. 
Battle five of them, moving to Arnvald’s proximity and drawing attacks away 
from him. If you don't, he is easily slain. 


(Losing the Trail) you aren't quick enough in tailing Amvald, head towards 
the beach area in your own time. You discover Amwald's corpse on the sand 


After the tumble from his horse, or bandit fight, Amvald is either dead or alive: 


* (Amvald is alive) He moans on at his hatred towards the an Craites, 
but agrees to implicate Birna Bran and the berserkers at a trial 


* (Amvald is dead) Cerys is shocked at the betrayal. You decide to search 
Amvaid's corpse, and find a small key. Cerys sees the tartans the bandits 
where wearing, but you tell her not to jump to conclusions. 


ITEM: Quest item: Arnvald’s Key | 


Back at Kaer Trolde Keep, use your Witcher Senses to thoroughly search 
Arnvaid’s room: 


© There are strewn clothese everywhere, and a missing shoe, 


© The other shoe is under a small table. Check inside the shoe for another key. 


ITEM: Quest Item: 10 Arnvald’s Chest 


Close to his bed is an envelope with a particular smell attached to it. Follow the 
scent to a hidden compartment in the northeast corner of the room. Use the key 
to unlock it; inside is a letter. The perfume is Birna's! The letter isn't signed, 

but the evidence is enough. Read on to “Cerys’ Conclusion”, below. 


CERYS’ CONCLUSION: WHOSE HAND DOES 

THE BLOOD STAIN? 

Jarl Donar an Hindar calls a meeting of the Jaris 

together. Lady Bran is accused by Cerys, Birna is 

indignant and refutes the accusation. 

# (Arnvaid is alive) He is summoned and testifies 
against Bima Bran. 


# (Arnvald is dead) Cerys explains how Arnvald acted 
‘on behalf of Bran, 


Svanrige Bran 


Bima scoffs at such accusations until you produce the letter from Birria to 
Asnvald. This still isn't enough for the Jarls, and they are about to retire and seek 
punishment against the an Craites when Birna's son Svanrige turns against his 
‘mother! Bima is furious and dismayed, but Jarl Donar orders her chained to a 
rock to perish of hunger and thirst, with sea fow! pecking apart her remains. 
Svanrige will be banished. 


HEADSTRONG HJALMAR: BRIMMING WITH 
BESTIALITY AND BARBARISM 


| OBJECTIVES 


Hjalmar knew you wouldn't turn down an adventure! He rides to Fornhala at a 
gallop. This is the village of the Vildkaaris. You arrive there automatically (the 
village is in southwest Ard Skellig). Question Hjalmar about this tribe, and he tells 
you he suspects they are warriors that transform into bears. 


He seeks vengeance. You can point out that taking one alive would be beneficial, 
but Hjalmar insists witnesses and trials aren't needed for justice in the isles. 
Uncover the following 


Head up the hill and Hjalmar points out a corpse near some kind of candle-lit 
shrine. Along the way, discover dead bodies, blood stains, massacred corpses, 
but no women or children in the village. 


At the shrine, you discover clothing from six men. There's a corpse from a 
man not part of the Vildkaarls. A bow! with an odd smelling substance inside, 
{ike incense or bear bait. 


The shrine has carved runes in the language of Hjalmar's forefathers. Itis a 
dedication to Svalblod. A deity who demanded human sacrifices. 


A wating scent from above. Follow it up more steps; there's evidence of blood 
and bile, a slumped body with a broken neck, and a body still warm 


The trail ends at a longhouse atop the hill. Head inside, and discover dried mushrooms; 
a variety called psilocybe. There's also trapdoor under a bearskin rug. Classic. 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Descend the ladder, and explore an entrance cave leading into a larger cavern, 
where you are met by a hulking great Skelliger named Halgrim, He scoffs at 

the “weak bloods," and although they didn’t set out to start a massacre at Kaer 
Trolde, they bear no guilt. Hjalmar quickly grows weary of the conversation, and 
charges in to attack. Face Halgrim, tackling him with your steel sword until he 
stops and tranforms into a massive bear. They bring down the hairy animal using 
your silver sword. 


DANGER ALERT 


CONDARY QUEST 


Related Quests: Main Quest: King’s Gambit, 
Secondary Quest: Brothers in Arms: Skellige al 

Locations: Gedynelth 

Characters: Cerys an Craite, Hjalmar an Cralte, Crach an Craite, Hjort, 
Udatryk, Donar, Madman Lugos, Holgar 

Enemies: None 


This quest begins automatically after the conclusion of Main Quest: King’s Gambit. t 
| is purety optional, ' 


* e tyou helped Cerys during Secondary Quest: King's Gambit, she is crowned 
Queen of Ard Skellig. 

| @ Ifyou helped Hjalmar during Secondary Quest: King's Gambit, he is crowned 

| King of Ard Sketig. 

| + ttyou ignored this tine of quests, didn’t help either Cerys oF Hjalmar during 
Secondary Quests: The Lord of Undvik or Possession, you cannot complete 

| this quest, and Svanrige Bran is crowned King of Ard Sketlig. 


|| 4 The druid Ermion is present at this coronation only if you completed Main 
‘Quest: Echoes of the Past. 


‘% Ifyou start this quest during Act l, during Secondary Quest: Brothers in 
|| Arms: Skeltige, you can request Cian an Craite's help under the sacred oak, 


after the coronation, } 
fhe 


WE ARE SKELLIGE!! 


There are more voices further into the caves. 
Hjalmar isn’t taking your advice, so progress 
deeper into the tunnel, heading south to a second 
cavern. You watch as a group of three Vildkaarls 
take a mushroom from a druid’s bowl. A shocking 
transformation takes place. After the ritual, head 
into the chamber and speak to Artis the druid 

‘As expected, the conversation turns to violence, 
Back Hjalmar up and slay the druid, including any 
bears he summons (he brings one at a time, so 
concentrate on defeating him unless you wish 

‘@. constant incursion of bears). Afterwards, you 
discover a letter on the druid’s body. It seems Artis 
was to become advisor to the new king of Ard 
Skellig. But the letter isn't signed. Hjalmar decides 
‘to return to Kaer Trolde and inform the Jarls. 


HJALMAR’S CONCLUSION: WASHING AWAY 
DISGRACE WITH THE BLOOD OF FOES 


‘Jarl Donar an Hindar calls a meeting of the Jarls together. Hjalmar offers a 
perfunctory explanation regarding the Vildkaarls’ responsibility. Madman Lugos 
isn’t impressed. You step in and vouch for Hjalmar. You also hand over the letter 
you discovered as evidence of a conspiracy. Lady Bran mentions the culprits 
haven't been identified. But Jarl Donar has heard enough. Hjalmar has cleansed 
his clan's name through bloodshed. 


END: AN INVITATION TO A CORONATION 


The quest concludes with you and Crach talking about who will be crowed the 
‘new ruler of Ard Skellig, The coronation is about to begin, Join them immediately, 
or later. Either way, Secondary Quest: Coronation becomes available, 


CORONATION 


Head to the sacred oak of Gedyneith. The coronation starts under the branches 
of this venerable oak. Jarl Donar declares an end to the mourning, and welcomes: 
‘a new ruler of Ard Skellig, commanding power over al the isles of Skellige. 


QUEST CONCLUSION: ALL HAIL QUEEN CERYS! 


© Corys thanks those that stood by her side and 
pledges to be a good queen, seeking peace and 
prosperity for all. Jarl Udalryk peers up at her 
prously (with his one good eye). 


‘After her speech, you can speak to Hjalmar, who is 
alittle dejected, but secretly proud of his sister. 
He's happy to show up Madman Lugos though. 


Quoen Cerys an Craite 
‘Speak to Queen Cerys, and she tells you she plans to rule by listening, learning, 
and listening again, This measured approach should unite the clans, and 
although she'd prefer to avoid war, they will repel Nilfgaard together. 


QUEST CONCLUSION: ALL HAIL KING HJALMAR! 


‘% Hialmar knows many here have long awaited ot 
this day; with fist raised, he pledges to strike at h 
Nilfgaard. The crowd seems divided on the merits 
of this rather impetuous plan. 


Atter his speech, you can speak to Cerys, who is 
prideful of her charismatic brother. They share the 


same blood which is what realy matters Pps 


Speak to King Hjalmar, and he tells you he'd rather have beat a bugger like 
Biueboy Lugos instead of his sister. He vows to go at the Black Ones, and grind 
them to dust. They will be driven south, limping and wailing, 


A PROUD FATHER 


Finally, speak with Crach, who is almost bursting with pride. He will always be 
loyal to Cerys and Hjalmar. Fee! free to speak to Jarl Donar, Udalryk, and Hjort 
too. Listen to Holger, and other islanders’ mutterings if you wish. The Skelligers 
celebrate with a bonfire and crackling pig. The quest concludes. 


E 
a 
g 
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CRITICAL PATH QUESTS: 


ACT II: THE GREAT BATTLE 


In which a homunculus holds the key to Ciri's whereabouts, and old friends from Kaer Morhen agree to aid you as the forces of the 
Wild Hunt close in from all sides. Alliances previously made are tested, and favors are returned. The White Frost approaches. 
The fortifications of the old keep are reinforced, as the finest warriors and sorceresses assemble. Will that be enough? 
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FERITICAD PATH TE THEGREAT BATILE 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Family Matters, Main Quest: The Ladies of 
the Wood; Main Quest: jain Quest; The Play's the Thin: 
Main Quest: Disturbance, Main Quest: To Bait a Forktal 
Main Quest: The Final Trial;, Main Quest: No Place Like Home; 

Main Quest: Va Fail Elaine 

Locations: Crow's Perch [Velen], Vizima Royal Castle, Kaer Morhen, 

Characters: Uma, Nilfgaardian Cavalry, Emhyr var Emrets, 
Yennefer of Vengerberg, Vesemir 

Enemies: None 


jameless: 


UMAMMA! 


| OBJECTIVES 


nis quest begins automatically only after the following Main Quests have been 
' completed: Main Quest: Family Matters, Main Quest: The Ladies of the Wood; 
Main Quest: Nameless; and Main Quest: The Play's the Thing: 


|)  ttyou completed Secondary Quest: Last Wish, and told Yennefer you wanted 
to be with her, then you have additional romance options during Main Quest: 
‘No Place Like Home. 


\) Main Quest: Ugly Baby is a tracking quest that occurs throughout the entirety 
| of all the Sister Quests listed previously. It simply tracks when each of them 


e completed, 


Return to Crow's Perch in Velen. 


# Ifyou haven't completed Main Quest: Family 
Matters, you must head to the Baron's study, and 
toll him that obtaining Uma may be the key to 
finding Ciri You are directed to the stables. 


+ Ifyou have completed Main Quest: Family Matters, 
you head to Crow's Perch and speak with the Um 
‘sergeant who took over the Baron's position in the 
castle. He directs you to the stables. 


Head to the upper courtyard where the stablemaster resides. Tell him (in no 
Uncertain terms) that you're here for Uma. This occurs without incident. You coax 
the malformed little man towards your horse Roach, grab him by the scruff of the 
neck, and ride off 


You are stopped while riding through a Velen forest by a group of Nilfgaardian 
cavalrymen. it appears the emperor is displeased with you, and requires you ride 
toVizima. You oblige 


You arrive at Vizima, where the emperor is finishing a plan of attack with 
General Voohris. After dismissing him, Yennefer enters the emperor's chamber, 
and he orders you to report. Answer how you wish (a flippant approach leads 

to the emperor threatening to call his guards). You tell him Uma is the key to 
finding Ciri. When he demands more answers, tell him about your adventurers, 
and then that Uma might actually be his daughter in a cursed form. Emhyr asks 
if the curse can be lifted, and Yennefer attempts to utter the curse, with no effect 
‘on Uma. You're given half your prize, with the other 2,000 crowns when Ciri is 
returned. You can tell the emperor you don't intend to bring Ciri back, or agree. 
The emperor leaves. 


ITEM; Crowns: 2,000 


You take a moment to speak with Yennefer, pondering how the curse can be 
lifted. Yennefer tells you it must be done at Kaer Morhen, but she cannot teleport 
you both. You seem happy to ride there. Your conversations with Yennefer 

are fraught. 


ORDERS FROM VENGERBERG 


Vesemir 


You arrive in Kaer Morhen, and Vesemir welcomes you home, He looks Uma up 
and down, and agrees with Yennefer. This is one ugly homunculus, Yennefer is 
already here (Vesemir remarks she could do with some manners), and he rattles 
off the jobs she's ordered the rest of the Witchers to undertake: Eskel.is hunting 
Forktails for their ingredients. Lambert is preparing to fill a phylactery with 
elemental energy. Yennefer herself is assembling a megascope. You can defend 
her, or agree that she's up to something suspicious. 


# You can comment on Yennefer throwing a bed from the window (ask Vesemir 
about this on a subsequent occasion during this quest, and he mentions Triss 
always liked that bed—which might be why it was dashed on the battlements 
below!) You can also head to the main courtyard in Kaer Morhen (left from the 
main entrance), and locate the remains of the bed Yennefer threw away. Use your 
Witcher Senses to find one of Triss’ earrings. Take it and you can give it to Triss 
when you see her next. 


This quest now concludes, and three other quests open up under the Main Quest: 
Ugly Baby. 


‘Main Quest: Uoly Baby is simply a tracking quest, updating Main Quests: 
| Disturbance, To Bait a Forktal. and The Last Tal t also continues afterall three 
| of these conclude. You may now begin any of the three quests in any order. Start by 
| crossing the ruined battlements, and entering the fortress interior ist. 


DANGER ALERT SPOILER ALERT XX 


Characters: Yennefer of Vengerberg, Vesemir, Uma 
Enemies: None i, : OBJECTIVE 
Recommended Items: Potestaquisitor (given during quest} = = 


Be sure your 
potestaquisitor is a 
selected item, which 
you can whip out 
manually at any time. 
Then begin your search 
for this strange energy 
concentration. Head 
down the stairs, back 
into the grand hall, 
close to where Lambert is tinkering, Begin your sweep with the potestaquisitor at 
this point, moving towards Vesemir and Uma. 


PO UMAPUMATHOUGHTSO. 


Vesemir and Uma have moved into the grand hall as well, and you can have an 
|) optional, and completly meaningless conversation with the cursed specimen, 
Talk of Cir, universals existing as real and distinct entities, and other posits are 
answered with one-word, gargled variations on “Uma!” | 
et 


Just to the left of Vesemir is a large steel cage, and to the left of that are a stack 
of old crates, The energy seems to be coming from these boxes—inspect them, 
then ask Vesemir what's in them. Dimeritium bombs. Vesemir offers to remove 
them while you have a one-sided talk with Uma. 


Enter the main fortress interior of Kaer Morhen, and 
head to the southeast tower through the banqueting 
hall. Up the large spiral steps, you eventually reach 
a large circular room and Yenneter exploding both 
magically and verbally, It seems her megascope is 
extremely broken. Speak to her how you wish, as 
she explains her frustration with the other Witchers, 
She tells you she will reveal all in time. You can: Yennen 


QUEST CONCLUSION: A SORCERESS SPEAKS 


recy ) OBJECTIVE 
* Ask what she needs you to do, which continues the quest. 


* Tell her you heard what she did with the bed (toss it out of a window), and she 


fumes about you and Tiss being together. You may elther apologize or pretend you -—_-Return to Yennefer, explaining the interference issue 
had memory loss, resulting in a futher angry outburst, and Yennefer tiring ofthe has been solved. She summons her sorceress friend 
conversation by teleporting you over the lake at the foot of the mountain! Aftera swim ida Emean to talk about the elvish curse Uma seems 
‘and trek back up to the fortress, you can continue this (or any other active) quest. to be suffering from, Ida is taken aback as she has 


only heard about this curse in legends. Ida offers 
advice on lifting the curse, and tells you that Ciri's 
blood is likely to be needed to stop an impending 
end of worlds. Answer how you wish, offering more ida Emean (via Megascope) 
measured responses if you're on better emotional 

terms with Yennefer. After a short history lesson about the Migration, this quest 
concludes. If you've already completed the two other quests (with Eskel and 
Lambert), Main Quest: No Place Like Home begins. 


Your tasks are to help both Eskel and Lambert, but also attend to the broken 
‘megascope. Yernefer reckons an energy source nearby is generating 
disturbances, and must be neutralized, She needs to contact a sorceress 
urgently, and hands you an odd-looking contraption known as a potestaquisitor. 
You must use it to find the energy source 


CRITICAL PATH 


Exit Kaer Morhen, 
Locations: Kaer Morhen, Old Training Folly, Forktail Lair and examine some 
Characters: Eskel, Scorpion . hoofprints at the south 
Enemies: Forktail gate using your Witcher 
‘Senses. Whistle for 
THE NOSE KNOWS Roach, and follow the 
“a ’ _., _ horse tracks down the 
OBJECTIVES (UGLY BABY): fj road to the river. Cross 
— ee the ford heading south, 


and up the hill, before 
peeling off to the left (southeast) to an old training folly and treasure chest. 

A little further up the grassy hill is Eskel's horse, named Scorpion, standing by 
‘small camp. Inspect the bottles if you wish. Then search the vicinity for Eskel's 
footprints, and those of a goat. 
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OBJECTIVES 


Follow the path roughly southward from the camp, checking periodically as 
you view the tracks in front of you. They stop almost immediately, but inspect 
a nearby fir tree to find evidence of a goat rubbing itself against the bark. Track 
the smell along the path that winds up the steep mountain. You pick up Eskel's 
prints again, and the soft bleating of his goat. Itis tied to a stake in an open 


grassy promontory to the northeast. Eskel appears, quoting from Adalbert's book, 


and greet you warmly. Continue your friendly banter (answer how you wish) until 
Eskel hears the sounds of an incoming forktall 


| OBJECTIVES 


A forktail lands close to the goat, and you must both tackle it in combat. 

After it loses around a third of its health, it manages to get airborne. Optionally 
plug it with a couple of crossbow bolts, before watching it disappear up a steep 
mountain gully. Sprint up this gully (heading roughly southeast), climbing a 
couple of rock ledges as you talk to Eskel, 


Locations: Kaer Morhen, The Boathouse, Old Speartip’s Cave, 
Circle of Elements 

Characters: Lambert 

Enemies: Harpies, Drowners, Water Hag, Bilge Hag, Harpies, Foglets, 
Old Speartip (Cyclops), Rock Trolls 


Recommended Items: Phylactery (given during quest} 


NO WALK IN THE PARK 


OBJECTIVE (UGLY BAB! 


FORKTAIDY 


JUN 


BILITIES 


‘Need help clipping the wings of this airborne beast? Consult the Bestiary entry 
‘on forktails. 


Golden Oriole Grapeshot Bomb Draconid O11 


When you reach the crest in the gully, start descending slowly and use your 
Witcher Senses to pick out the following: 
© Splashes of forktail blood. 


* Asset of prints and blood on a grassy ledge. This leads into a narrow tunnel— 
the forktail’s lair. 


Head inside, following more splatters of blood, and following the rough tunnel up 
a natural slope, and around to where the forktail is nursing its wounds, Time to 
finish it off! 


QUEST CONCLUSION: A GALLOP BACK TO 
KAER MORHEN 


CTIVES: 


After the beast is slain, 
Eskel instructs you on 
the method of retrieving 
the spinal fluid, Answer 
how you wish, even 
when the conversation 
tums to Yennefer’s trust 
issues, Then gather the 
fluid and depart. Once 
outside the forktail’s lair, 
Eskel challenges you to a race, You can: 


© Accept, and make well-timed use of Roach's gallop and follow the main path 
down the mountain (northwest), then north along and across the river, and up 
‘and around to the south gate of the castle. Stop galloping just after the river 
ford, then gallop again a few seconds later, and you should beat Eskel, and 
more than bragging rights are available if you win, 


® Win the horse race to receive additional XP and alchemy recipes. 


# Decline, and make your way back to Kaer Morhen in your own time. 


After you reach the south gates of Kaer Morhen, this quest concludes, 
if you've already completed the two other quests (with Yennefer and Lambert), 
Main Quest: No Place Like Home begins 


ITEM: Quest Item: Forktail Spinal Fluid 


Enter the Kaer Morhen fortress, and locate Lambert in the great hall, close to a 
table with a dead ekimmara on it. He's tinkering with a brewing vat, and tells you 
he's iritated after being charged with fortfying the phylactery (a small golden 
box Lambert shows you) with power from the Circle of Elements, 


Answer how you wish, dealing with Lambert's bluntness until you tell him you're 
ready to accompany him on his task. 


ITE 


A: Quest Iter 


Phylactery 


FOG’S THICK AS CURDLED MILK 


When you're ready, 

set off out of the 
fortress by following 
Lambert. He tells you a 
rockslide has blocked 
the mountain path to 
the Circle of Elements, 
80 a pond side 
approach is called for. 
As you depart from the 
battlements, you chat with Lambert about his impression of Vesemir. The view 
down this treacherous series of rocky ledges you clamber down is spectacular. 
‘As you descend, show off your crossbow skills by bagging a flock of harpies. 
Lambert is impressed by your prowess. Cross two rickety bridges, turn and 
follow a rough path along a gushing stream, all the way down to a ramshackle 
boathouse where Lambert has moored his vessel, Except it isn't there 


You surmise the wind 
has carried the boat 
westward, Head in this 
direction along the 
grassy mounds and 
marshes at the edge 
of the “pond,” until 
you both encounter 

‘a group of drowners. 
Expect around five to 
cull. Next, a water hag appears (it may also be a bilge hag). Remove this sagging 
crone with Lambert's help, before you agree to sail across the pond. Lambert 
remembers his previous adventures in the caverns you're about to sail to. Ask if 
this bothers him, if you like. Jump in the boat, and let Lambert take the tiller. 


STEP SOFTLY OR YOU'LL WAKE 
OLD SPEARTIP 


E OBJECTIVES 
i 


You disembark, and 
remark on either 
Lambert's prickly wit 
or that a beast named 
Old Speartip is still 
roaming these parts. 
Your chat is interrupted 
by the plaintive cries of 
a young boy. You both 
are convinced this is an 
illusion. You can: 


‘Investigate the voice, starting this objective (previously) 
* Or simply head into the cave. 


Head west along the shoreline, and you spy a frightened boy. if you walk up to 
him, he slowly dissolves and three vicious foglets appear. This was an obvious 
trap. Lambert half-jokingly threatens to tell Dandelion about how you were 
duped, Answer how you wish. The boy was one of the Witchers’ tykes who 
drowned during his trial 


Enter the cave by Lambert's moored boat. As usual, a Cat Potion helps your 
vision. When you reach a ledge too high to climb, you both help each other up. 
Head roughly north, climbing another ledge, and use Aard to clear some fallen 
rocks. Continue along the winding cave tunnel, into a large cavern. Ignore the 
upper ledges and continue forward, trading witticisms. Climb a long slope until 
you reach a large cavern with a massive central column, 


If you avoid using Aard on the rocky obstacles along the way to the central 
cavern, and don't make too much noise in the cave, you can avoid waking 

Old Speartip. Fee! free to attack him whatever you decide—those killed by this 
ancient cyclops must be avenged! 


You must walk forward, but if Lambert's noisy footsteps awaken Old Speartip 

himself; a huge hooded cyclops with a nasty pair of huge fists to pummel you = 
with shows up. After a protracted battle, Lambert spits on the corpse for Voltehre, 

cone of his fallen, 


RINC 


OLD 'SPEARTIP 


avis 


Ogroid Ot Asli Quen 


THIS MOUNTAIN TROLLY MOUNTAIN! 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Head to the northeast 
wall, climb a couple 

of ledges, and turn 
east to reach an upper 
tunnel out into the 
open. Lambert seems 
intent on a combat- 
driven romp through 
this territory of trolls. 
Question him how you 
wish, Then turn left (east), and immediately follow the path curving to the left 
(north) up a deep mountain gully. Up ahead, a troll flees from you. You remark 
this is an odd behavior. A few moments later, two rock trolls appear on a high 
ledge, telling you this is their mountain. You can offer a measured or threatening 
response. Try the former, and Lambert interrupts with some unwanted threats of 
his own. Either way, large boulders pelt you both. Immediately sprint northwards 
towards a tunnel entrance. 


z 
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DANC LING ROCKS 


Standing and fighting is @ bad idea, since you receive nasty damage from thrown 
rocks, and the trolts are perched on a ledge you can't physically reach. Time to gol 


241 


242 


Once in the tunnel, your way is blocked by boulders. Use Aard to clear a path, 
climbing up a ledge and into a higher ravine where three rock trolls stop you. You can: 


+ Stop Lambert from ending this conversation violently, and negotiate a way 
to the Circle of Elements by removing and placing your swords on the ground. 
Lambert is understandably reluctant, but the situation is resolved peacefully. 


© Agree with Lambert, and three rock trolls must be faced in combat. 

‘After more witty banter, and heading south up the rough trail to the ancient 
Circle of Elements, you reach your destination. Soak in the view, then listen and 
follow Lambert's instructions: 


QUEST CONCLUSION: A TROUBLED SOUL 


OBJECTIVES: 


Locations: Kaer Morhen 

Characters: Yennefer of Vengerberg, Vesemir, Uma, Lambert, Eskel, 
Cyrus Hemmeltfart 

Enemies: None 


ANCIENT RITES AND ALCOHOL 


| OBJECTIVES 


| This quest is available once the previous three quests conclude. Main Quest: 
) Ugly Baby also updates. 


Enter the sprawling 
Kaer Morhen fortress, 
enter the main hall, and 
continue to the large 
dining table where your 
brethren are assembled. 
Yennefer orders Eskel 
and Lambert, but 
Vesemir interrupts her, 
reminding her who is in 
charge here, Vesemir has already figured out Yennefer's methods of freeing Uma 
aren't safe. He wants to try a less invasive method. 


© Answer how you wish for all conversations during this reunion. 


Vesemir wants to attempt an ancient rite. Yenneter scoffs at this primitive 
nonsense, He takes Uma, leaving you with Yennefer, Eskel, and Lambert. The 
‘Conversation around the table is strained. After alcohol is introduced, the mood 
lightens up, and the conversation at the dining table continues anew. Eventually, 
Eskel asks if you'd mind raiding the kitchen. Oblige him. You return shortly. 


SNACKS APPEAL, OR SEX APPEAL 


Yennefer excuses 
herself. However, you 
can stop, and speak 
toher at length about 
her time with the Wild 
Hunt, what happened in 
Nitfgaard, why she didn't 
look for you, and other, 
more personal chatter: 


Move to each of the unlit torches, and use Igni to quickly light them. Then place 
the phylactery on the smooth stone altar. You wait, and Lambert asks how you 
dealt with trolls during your own trial. Answer how you wish, 


lengthy chat about Axi, 
bandits, and Lambert's 
troubled childhood occurs, 
after which you begin to 
Understand why Lambert 
is sobitter. You gather the 
phylactery again, retum 

to the troll guarding your 
swords, and take your 
equipment. You can: 


* Follow Lambert and return (automatically) to the fortress 
* Elect to stay here and explore this wilderness, 


if you've already completed the two other quests (with Yennefer and Eskel), 
Main Quest: No Place Like Home begins 


‘If you're romantically involved with Yennefer, she requests to speak to you. 
‘You head upstairs where you're propositioned. Agree, and you're able to lie with 
Yennefer for a while. When you return, your fellow Witchers are more relaxed due 
to alcohol consumption. 


® If you're not romantically involved with Yennefer, it is suggested that everyone 
get drunk. After unanimous agreement, the mood becomes more relaxed due to 
alcohol consumption. 


Carnal Knowledge: Yennefer of Vengerberg (Second Occasion} 


You return to the table and speak to Lambert. You speak about Eske!’s conquests, 
your relationship with Yennefer, and other matters. You can also choose to play 
Gwent with Eskel. Lambert leaves and returns with a fancy hat sitting on his 
head at a rakish angle, You play a drinking game (choose to skip or drink as you 
wish), Eskel leaves. There's more drinking, 


GETTING ESKEL'S GOAT 


| OBJECTIVES 


Eskel stumbled off in 
a stupor. Use your 
Witcher Senses to 
uncover the following: 


Some spilled 
wine Eskel 
crawled through. 


. 


Follow the prints 
past the dead 
ekimmara on the table, towards the exit to the west. Step outside. There are 
‘sounds. Of a wounded wyvern? 


There's blood on the ground. 


Head south, to Eskel's sleeping form. The sounds were from a snoring Eskel 
You wake Eskel up. Then Lambert has the exceptional idea of turning on the 
megascope, and communicating with that sorceress for some female company. 
You can: 


© Tell him he's a genius. 


* Tell him he's had his last drink. If you choose not to fiddle with Yennefer’s 
megascope to call for “female company,” you fall asleep, and this quest 
concludes now. 


END: WHO'S WEARING THE TROUSERS? 


» OBJECTIVE: 


You now stagger up to Yennefer's scrying chamber, and attempt to use the 
megascope. No matter your protests (or agreements), Lambert reckons that 
the lovely Ida would be thrilled to speak to you three drunks. But in order not 
to scare her during initial contact, he decides everyone must pretend to be 
Yennefer, by dressing up as her. This sound plan seems to have no drawbacks 
(aside from a zero possibility of working), and can check Yennefer's trunks for 
appropriate attire. 


DANGER ALERT 


Locations: Kaer Morhen 
Characters: Yennefer of Vengerberg, Vesemir, Uma, Lambert, Eskel, 


Enemies: None 


WRETCH ON THE RACK 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Avallae' 


You wake the next morn with Vesemir already back at the fortress. Uma is tied 
to Sad Albert, a torture table. Although his ritual was ineffective, he did notice 
Uma behaved differently under relaxed consciousness. Yennefer startles you by 
actually apologizing to Vesemir. He's found out something critical about Uma, 
Now potions must be brewed in preparation for Yennefer's spelicasting. You're on 
Ingredient-finding duty: 


You receive the formula from Yennefer. Head to the nearby table and gather the 
forktail spinal fluid, as well as all the other ingredients for the potions. 


DANGER ALERT 


Find a “glimmering” one, and take Yennefer's trousers. Then put them on in your 
Inventory Menu. You may also choose to use the megascope without playing 
dress-up. 


ITEM: Quest Item: Yennefer’s Trousers 


The three of you look slightly inelegant to put it mildly. Still, you jabber 
something incomprehensible and not even close to being elvish, and the device 
starts to shimmer. You make contact! Though it's with Cyrus Hemmetfart, 

the hierarch of Novigrad. He appears to be on the latrine. Shouting for guards, 
your “conversation” is curtailed by Yennefer. You're ordered to bed. The quest 
then concludes. 


SPOILER ALERT XX & 


Then access your Alchemy menu, choose the formula grass extracts, and quickly 
brew the potion from the following components: 


Ingredient Amou 


__Bryonia | Mm 
Ribleaf | a) 
Mandrake Root | o) 
Forktail Spinal Fluid 0) 
‘Manticore Poison Gland | ‘) 
Albino Bruxa Tongue | i) 


ITEM: Quest I jecoctions of the Grasses 


Return to Yennefer, who takes the potions, and feeds them intravenously into the 
poor wretch on the rack. When prompted, administer the Mother's Tears, Wildrye 
Juice, and Speargrass Sap. Telling Yennefer this is a bad idea simply stalls the 
progression of the trial. After the potions are administered, Uma vomits all over 
Yennefer. You're on clean-up duty. 


You scrub the floors with Eskel, who moans about Ciri being harmed if this trial 
goes wrong. You put your trust in Yennefer. 


END: BACK ON TRACK 


The trial continues well into the night. Yennefer urges you to keep her from 
falling asleep. Choose either story in conversation to tell her. Then Uma begins 
to wake up. Yennefer unleashes her magic, yelling at you to open the phylactery. 
The matter is caught within the box. Uma transforms. The curse is lifted. You 
stare into the face of Avallac’h—the Aen Elle elf sage who helped Ciri. You hear 
Avallac’h murmuring something about the Isle of Mists in Skellige. He summons, 
a strange orb of light. It shall guide you across the seas to this mysterious isle, 
where Ciri's fate may be sealed. These quests now all conclude. 


ECON DARY QUEST#BROTHERS IN ARMS 


Related Quests: Main Quest: The Isle of Mists, Main Quest: Ugly Baby; 
Main Quest: The Battle of Kaer Morhen D 


OBJECTIVE: 


This quest begins automatically once Main Quest: Ugly Baby, and all related quests, 
have been completed, and you are about to set sail for the Isle of Mists. There are 
many different pre-requisites when assembling a force for the forthcoming battle 

| (some of which you may already have completed, or failed), and all are listed below 
|| (including ones not mentioned in your objectives list). Visit each of the locations 

| listed in any order you like. Or don't. These “Brothers in Arms” quests are all 
j, completely optional. 


| Beware! This is the last opportunity to complete any Secondary Quests, and other 
tasks that are related to gaining help from certain individuals, before the battle takes 
| place. If you wish to finish up these quests, now is most definitely the time. 


a 


CRITICAL PATH 
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, POILER ALERT XX) 
ST: BROTHERS IN ARMS: NILFGAARD \& 


EMPEROR EMHYR VAR EMREIS 
LOCATION: Vizima Royal Castle 


| OBJECTIVE 


Visit the royal castle, and speak with the emperor. He agrees to send troops, but insists that they are commanded by General Voorhis. 
This isn't acceptable to you, and you're unable to reach an agreement, so you leave. 


DANGER ALERT 


SECON DARY QUEST: BROTHERS IN ARMS: V 


KEIRA METZ 
LOCATION: Keira’s Cottage, near Fyke Island 


3 Return to Keira's Hut in No Man's Land, and speak 
LETHO to the sorceress, She's happy to provide magical 
LOCATION: Reardon Manor, near Lindenvale ‘support in your battle, providing you've helped her, 

i Complete the following: 
‘Assuming you didn’t kill Letho in your Witcher 2 
game save, the man-mountain Witcher known as i 
Letho is initially hiding out in a barn on the grounds f 
of Reardon Manor, close to the village of Lindenvale. 
He moves to Kaer Morhen providing you complete 
the following: 


Secondary Quest: An Invitation from Keira Metz 
(page 171). 


Secondary Quest: 


Favor for a Friend (page 173), Keira Metz 


‘Secondary Quest: For the Advancement of Learning (page 173). 
‘At the end of this quest, be sure to convince Keira to go to Kaer Morhen, 


> Secondary Quest; The Fall of the House of Reardon 
(page 174), and Letho lives. 


DANGER ALERT SPOILER ALERT XK 


CONDARY QUEST»BROTHERS IN ARMS: NOVIGRAD @& 


OBJECTIVE: ” : ss SIGISMUND DIJKSTRA 
® Talk to2 ri f LOCATION: Bathhouse (Novigrad) 
; Meet up with Dijkstra inside his office library, 


VERNON ROCHE AND VES and request his help in the forthcoming war. Though 

he's not about to lose his life on the battlements ot 
LOCATION: Temeria Partisan Hideout Kaer Morhen, he does offer you a reward. However, 
Locate Roche's you must have completed the following 


hideout ina rocky gully 
surrounded by woods, 
north of Oxenfurt. He is 
always willing to help 
you, but he (and Ves) can 
only make the journey to 


Main Quest: Count Reuven's Treasure (page 194), 
and used under-cover techniques (with Triss being 
tortured until she stops the conversation with Caleb 
Menge), and not violence, asking Menge specifically about Dijkstra’s treasure 
during the conversation with Menge. Otherwise, you get nothing. 


‘Sigismund Dijkstra 


Kaer Morhen once you Vernon Roche ITEM: Quest Item: Crowns, Gauntlets, and a Diagr: 
finish the following 
> Complete Secondary Quest: An Eye for an Eye (page 212). Once finished, TRISS MERIGOLD 


Roche agrees to help you, and both him and Ves will appear in Kaer Morhen 


Carlet yok boineent Lathe te aloo tered. LOCATION: Triss’ Townhouse (Novigrad) 


Triss is concerned about Ciri and would love to 


ZOLTAN CHIVAY help you, but she cannot leave Novigrad until all 
LOCATION: Rosemary and Thyme (Novigrad) the mages are evacuated. You must have already 
completed the following f 


Zoltan is positively twitching to spill some Wild Hunt 
blood, and agrees to help you with typical dwarven 
gusto, All you have to do is simply ask! 


Main Quest: Now or Never (page 210), and the 
mages escape. f you forgot this quest, you can’t 
reach Tris. If you completed this quest, Triss is 
already at Kaer Morhen, and doesn't need to 

be found. 


Tiss Merlgold 


Zoltan Chivay 


DANGER ALERT SPOILER ALERT XX 


SECONDAR RY QUEST: BROTHERS IN ARM 


E OBJECTIVE: - 
Ie red ae Simon ecsons pu sit ete poet PARIS OC 
|, Hjalmar's quests), you cannot reach him to request his help. 


CRACH AN CRAITE 
LOCATION: Kaer Trolde Keep (Ard Skellig), or ERMION 
Gedyneith (during Secondary Quest: Coronation). LOCATION: Kaer Trolde (Ard Skellig) or Gedyneith 


Visit Crach in the keep or at the Coronation of the (during Secondary Quest: Coronation). 
new king or queen, and request his help in fighting 
the Wild Hunt. Though he cannot spare any troops, 

‘and is too old to fight, he bestows you with a family 


heirloom; an exquisitely-forged sword. 


ITEM: Quest Item: Winter's Blade 


CERYS AN CRAITE = 


LOCATION: Spikeroog (Skellige), then Kaer Trolde FOLAN AND VIGI 


Keep [Ard Skellig), or Gedyneith (during Secondary LOCATION: Undvik (Skellige), then Kaer Morhen 
Quest: Coronation). 


Though you may have had your reservations about 
Ermion, when you ask him for help in defeating 
the Wild Hunt, he agrees immediately, and makes 
preparations to leave for Kaer Morhen without a 
moment's hesitation. Good man! 


Speak to Cerys in Kaer Trolde or at the Coronation. bd pes saben 
Whether she rules Skelige or not, she has important eis wcihacat 


duties to attend to, and cannot head to Kaer Morhen. - SF 
To ensure she becomes ruler, you must have ty ‘ 
completed the following: . 


them, both Folan and 

Vigi provide an almost 
animal-like ferocity to ay 
the forthcoming battle, 


> Secondary Quest: Possesson (page 230). 


> Thon Secondary Quest: King’s Gambit (page 232). Covys a Cate — Li bs ihe 
> Then Secondary Quest: Coronation (page 235). Kaer Morhen (so you don't invite them personally during this quest; just expect 
them to accompany Hjalmar when you invite him), To ensure they help out, you 
HJALMAR AN CRAITE must complete the following ay 
LOCATION: Undvik (Skellige}, then Kaer Trolde > Secondary Quest: The Lord of Undvik; saved Folan from the rock troll's 
Keep (Ard Skellig) or Gedyneith (during Secondary cauldron, and saved Vigi from his prison during the battle with the mountain 
Quest: Coronation). giant (page 226). 


Speak to Hialmar in Kaer Trolde or at the Coronation. 
If he rules Skellige, he has sworn fealty to your 
cause, and will arrive at Kaer Morhen without 
question. if he isn’t King, Cerys agrees to send him 
‘as her representative—either way, he's coming! To 
ensure he becomes ruler, you must have completed 
the following: 


Secondary Quest: The Lord of Undvik (page 226). 
> Thon Secondary Quest: King's Gambit (page 232) 


> Then Secondary Quest: Coronation (page 235) 


CRITICAL PATH 


Locations: Kaer Trolde Harbor (Ard Skellig), Undvik listand), 
The Iste of Mists [Istand) 

Characters: Ivo, Ferenc, Gaspard, Ciritta 

Enemies: Sirens, Harpies, Foglets, Wraiths, Bilge Hags, Fiend 


Avallac’h has summoned a small bright orb to aid you in your travels across 
. strange mists off the coast of Undvik, where you're teleported to the still and 
peceradaibaseririle aac a a i cece eerie waters cose to the Isle of Mist. Take care not o scrape your boat against 
pis 5 es MMAR ai he Saeed fips ely batt ‘numerous jagged islands, outcrops, and the rotting skeletons of longships long 
abandoned. Deal with any sirens by stopping your ship and firing at them or 


using Signs, 
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You're heading into a 
place not seen on any 
‘map. A mystical island 
with a rugged sandy 
shore, and a wharf to 
clamber onto, 


Once ashore, the firefly 
bobs onwards up a 
slight incline. Follow it, 
watching for a couple 
of (what else?) foglets 
appearing. Dispatch 
them, before running 
up along a rocky path, 
with a strange little 
cottage built into the 
stone hillside, close to 
a gnarled tree. Knock 
‘on the door, There's 

‘no answer, Except 

for a sneeze. A gruff voice asks what you want. Tell him about your search for 
the ashen-haired Ciri. Your questions are met with obfuscation, until another 
voice pipes up. There's a group of fellows in this hut—survivors of a shipwreck. 
Answer how you wish, but that door is remaining closed. 


Frustrated, tell them you'll look for the group's lost mates, There are three 
missing: vo, Gaspard, and Ferenc. It's worth asking where each of them was last 
‘seen, before you go. Start your search for the dwarves in any order you like. 


ALONG WALK OFF A HIGH COLUMN 


E OBJECTIVE 


The isle of mists is a 
strange, gloomy place. 
Begin by heading down 
the path, then sprint 
roughly northwards 
across the grass and 
strange twisted trees, 
fighting off harpies. 

Run slightly northeast, 
toward and through a 
rocky arch, and onto a lonely beach, then jump the gap in the path down to the 
sand dunes. The coast is littered with flotsam, jetsam, and bedraggled longship 
wrecks, Expect a couple of bilge hags to attack, close to a strange rock column. 


Wait! Did you hear a plaintive call for help? Yes, it's coming from a dwarf stuck 
‘atop a tall rock column further up (west) along the shore. Run to the little fellow, 
‘and tell him you've talked to his friends. He's safe from monsters and can come 
down. The chap is delighted, but slips on the way down, and plummets to his 
death, What a dope, 


FERENC FLATTENED BY A FIEND 


OBJECTIVE 


Cross the island heading roughly south, watching for foglets and weaving 
through strange shrubbery and grotesque woodland, slowing as you reach a 
flatter area. Something large is moving near a large tree, It's a fiend. 


Batter it to death with 
Signs and swords, then 
inspect the diminutive 
corpse nearby. Alas, it is 
Ferenc, all bashed and 
full of fiend claw marks, 


‘The fiend is vulnerable against the following: 


Samum Bomb Devil's Puttoall Bomb 


THE FLEEING | SOMNABULIST 


| OBJECTIVES 


Let's hope for better luck with the last dwarf. Sprint northward from the corpse, 
through the mangled woods, across the debris-strewn inlet shore, and passing 
more twisted and gnarled trees. in the distance is a partly derelict lighthouse. 
Head inside and climb the three ladders to the fire burning at the very top. Also 
present is a snoozing dwarf named Gaspard. Hey, wake up sleepyhead! 


Stoop down and speak to the narcoleptic dwarf, Speak about Ciri his friends, 
and feel free to leave him here and explore more of the island if you wish. But 

to rescue Gaspard, tell him his friends told you to find him. Run over to him and 
interact with the dwarf to shake him awake. Then venture onwards, into a thicket 
of foglets. Defeat around three of them, before patiently chaperoning Gaspard all 
the way back to the hut. 


END: A Mist Opportunity 


Cirilta 


Upon your return to the hut, Gaspard gives the all-clear, and you explain the 
fates of the two remaining dwarves. You push past them after they tell you they 
fear the ashen-haired woman is dead. In fact, itis @ magically-induced coma. 

You embrace as she wakens. Speak to her about Avallac'h, whom she trusts, 

She tells fantastic tales of other worlds. She speaks of visiting the Baron, 
dealings with Whoreson Junior, Dandelion, her journey to the shores of Skellige, 
the cataclysm of magic, the Wild Hunt almost capturing her in Lofoten, and her 
final retreat, into the Isle of Mists. Finally, you leave, but the dwarves have stolen 
your boat. Though the Wild Hunt will know your position, the only choice is for Ciri 
to open a portal, and flee to Kaer Morhen. This quest then concludes. 


Related Quests: Main Quest: The Isle of Mists, Secondary Quests: 
Brothers in Arms, Main Quest: Blood on the Battlefield 


Locations: Kaer Morhen 

Characters: Vesemir, Ciritla, Yennefer of Vengerberg, Triss Merigold, 
Hjalmar an Craite, Folan, Vigi, Zoltan Chivay, Ermion, Lambert, Eskel, 
Vernon Roche, Ves, Letho, Keira Metz, Avatlac’h 

Enemies: Hounds of the Wild Hunt, Warriors of the Wild Hunt, arachas, 
Imlerith, Caranthir, Eredin 


This quest begins automatically once Main Quest: The Isle of Mists has bean 
completed. The number of allies you have for the carnage to come are based on 
| your previous actions (all of them detailed during Secondary Quest: Brothers in 
|) Arms, on pages 166-167). Meet your comrades as you walk the ruined battlements 
of Kaor Morhen. 


OLD FRIENDS 


| OBJECTIVE 


———————— 


You return to Witcher 
Keep, on the banks of 
the Gwennlech, bringing 
great Joy in the form of 
Giri to Vesemir,Triss, 
and Yenneter. 


© Yenneter embraces 
and kisses you, 
whether you are 
romantically involved 
with her oF not. 


4% Triss exchanges pleasantries with you, more knowingly if you are romantically 
involved with her at this time. 


Tris and Yonnefer look at each other if you've decided to court both ladies, and 
have not chosen a romantic interest. 


Vesemir informs you that everyone you requested help from has arrived, 
though Avallac’h is resting in the tower. You are to hold council within the 


keep. Begin your walk behind the ladies, Feel free to stop and greet those that 
journeyed to your aid, along the way. 


4 Remember, these pauses in conversation with those you have summoned are 
| optional, and whether or not most of these individuals are here (those flagged 
| with this symbol) depends on your previous actions—as explained in Main 

‘Quest: Brothers in Arms. 


You're greeting by Hjalmar, and (if you saved either or both of them) his kinsmen 
Folan and Vigl. They are all ready for Ragh nar Roog. 


br 


ESE ON 


® Inthe next courtyard, 
Vesemir and Ermion 
are studying an 
alarming crack in the 
stone ground. Ermion 
has summoned gas, 
and aims to detonate 
tand incinerate 
‘some of the Wild 
Hunt's riders. 


It you didn’t invite Ermion, Vesemir is here alone. He took a number of old weapons 
from Kaer Morhen, and is sharpening them, as well as practicing in the yard, 


Head up the ramparts, 
and you pass Lambert 
tinkering with a giant 
ballista crossbow. 

AAs expected, he's not 
in the best of moods, 
and the machine isn't 
working properly 


® Ifyou didn’t invite 
Roche and Ves, 
but Letho is present, then Lambert isn’t fixing the balista, but is on the main yard 
with Eskel, talking to Letho. 


E 
5 
; 


Eskel is meditating 
on a higher elevation 
along the ramparts, 
He's preparing and 
requests some peace 
Continue onward into 
the inner courtyard. 


# If Roche and Ves 
weren't invited, but 
Letho was, you'll find 
Eskel and Lambert talking to Letho in the main yard, instead. 


® Roche and Ves are 
testing her archery 
skills here. Should 


to Letho's past 
“accomplishments.” 
‘Answer Ves how you 
wish, before continuing. 


4 If Roche and Ves were invited, but Letho wasn't, then you'll speak to Roche and 
Ves close to where Eskel is meditating, instead. 
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Continue up toward 
the main doors of the 
keep. If you continue 
southward instead, 

to the training yard 
‘where you first faced 
Vesemir, Ciri is here 
on the battlements, 
reminiscing. Optionally 
speak to her about her 
astral travels and Eredin, if you wish. 


+ Enter the Keep. 
Before you reach 
the grand hall, 
Keira Metz can be 
found combing her 
hair in preparation 
{or looking her 
best at the site of 
battle, Exchange 
pleasantries, before 
entering the Keep. Have you tried to dispel Keira’s illusion bubble using the Eye 
of Nehaleni? 


A SHOP BEFOREYOU DROP 


{_ Be sure you speak to Kora (it you invited her, as she has some wares you can buy, 
| 0 sell your unwanted items, stocking up before the battle to come. 


BATTLE PREPARATIONS 


You address everyone 
before the Wild Hunt 
attacks. Ciri explains 
how the Wild Hunt 
chases her, and a 
counter-attack strategy 
is agreed upon by the 
assembled friends, 
Preparation is required, 
Choose any talking 
point you wish. 


‘You will ride out to attack foes in the woods with Lambert and Letho. Lambert's 
dimeritrium bombs, and the Yrden Sign, should help close the navigator portals 
the Wild Hunt will use. Yennefer hands out amulets that will make all of the 
hunting party invisible. Triss is to provide potent fire magic when called upon. 


You agree that Ciri is the most important, after which Roche offers to dig 

some trapping pits to waylay the Wild Hunt. Zoltan offer his sticky, flammable 
Mahakaman mix, and Ermion will make use of the natural gas pockets the 
keep sits on, but only if you invited these fellows along for the battle. Vesemir 
mentions the workshop and laboratory, and that one type of weaponry can be 
Crafted at each location, Vesemir will continue brewing potions at the laboratory. 
Or Eskel can prepare more Witcher traps. Make your choice: 


‘# Choose the potion, and you receive Superior Swallow, If you completed Secondary 
‘Quest: Following the Thread with Lambert, you also receive Fortified Ratard's 
Decoction; both helping you survive the battle to come. 


‘Choose traps, you will see traps appear on all the yards of Kaer Morhen. When a 
foe walks into these traps, they explode. Therefore the choice between potions or 
traps is a tactical one; are you better at dealing a lot of damage (choose potions) 
or receiving a lot of damage (choose traps)? 


Vesemir wants to fix the breach in a wall, but the same workshop tools are 
‘needed to clear a cave in at the armory, where some choice swords are 
available. Make your choice: 


# Choose to patch up the wall, and Savolla’s breach (from Witcher 1) is closed up, 
and the final stand-off has one fewer wave of enemies entering Kaer Morhen, 


+ Choose to clear the armory, there are some scenic changes and you gain access 
toa locked part of Kaer Morhen, where the armory was. Here you can obtain a 
superior silver sword and all the Witchers in this fight receive weapons that deal 
more damage. The decision here is also a tactical one: Do you prefer to have more 
of the Wild Hunt to kill, but with a better sword, or fewer enemies and a lesser 
‘weapon (unless your own crafted sword is preferable...) 


The preparations are completed, and Lambert readies for combat. Join him 
when you're ready. On the way, you speak to Cir, impressing upon her the need 
to keep her safe. Then head west, out of the keep. Your comrades take up their 
positions. The Wild Hunt arrives, and Yennefer conjures her protective shield. 


Ud CHE 


Wait! Just before the battle starts, be sure to check Kaer Morhen for its excellent 
‘Supply of alchemical ingredients; prepare them here and now, as this is the last 
chance before battle commences! 


ICAWACCESS'HERE! 


Vd PL 


Use the following additional tactics during each part of the battle to come: 
* Before the battle 

Replenish all your bombs and potions before leaving the keep, there will be no other 
‘occasions during the siege, 

The Forest Ritts 

Close all three rifts as quickly as possible; the fight has just started so save your 
bombs and potions for later stages. Remember that killing Wild Hunt warriors and 
hounds isn’t necessary; removing the rifts from the sides, away from foos, and 
fleeing can be more etfective than full-frontal attacks. 

* Running the Waits with Cir 

Use her Blink ability to move faster and to dodge enemy attacks, 

Use her your Charge attack to kill group of enemies in relatively safe way. 


‘+ The Main Courtyard Battle 


Reach the keep from the forest as quickly as you can, or you may die quickly. 
Fight only when absolutely necessary; concentrating mostly on your objectives, 


‘The Interior Courtyard Battle: At this point, all enemies must be slain, so start 
‘utilizing your bombs and potions; though it's always a good idea to save one 
‘Swallow or Rafard's Decoction for tater. 


‘Be sure to use Igni to detonate the Mahalaman barrels (trom Zoltan) and the rifts of 
{gas (trom Ermion); these devastate your foes. Use Aard to push your foes into the 
Witcher traps, if you chose to build them. 


* Ciri's Second Battle 


‘As before, use her Blink ability to move faster and to dodge enemy attacks, 
Use her your Charge attack to kill group of enemies in relatively safe way. 
Mf you are seriously wounded, attempt to hide and regenerate your health. 


* The Main Gate 


Use Quen quickly, and then use Yrden on the rifts. If you're out of bombs and your 
‘stamina regeneration is slow, rely on the bombs to remove the enemy threats; 
there are additional bombs to take from chests along the battlements, Fight only it 
you have to; close all those rifts! 


NS'OPATTACK 


| HATE PORTALS 


p OBJECTIVES: 


In the woods outside 
Kaer Morhen, Lambert 
instructs you to aim at 
the base of any Hunt 
portals you see, tossing 
his Dimeritium bombs 
there with accuracy. 


Head roughly southwards (southwest or southeast is fine, too), across the ford 
towards any of the three portals, 


‘# If Roche has been summoned, he has already dug some nasty spiked pits in 
the vicinity. Don’t worry about falling into them yourself; they take your weight! 
However, the Wild Hunt have already fallen prey to these traps; and each rift is 
‘now guarded only by two hounds and one warrior. 


While stil invisible, head to one of the portals, and simply lob a dimeritium bomb 
at its base. Or you can cast Yrden to dismiss the portal (which is especially handy 
if you're out of bombs). Afterwards, a group of Wild Hunt warriors and hounds 
(usually two of each) must be faced and cut down. 


Use Lambert (and Letho) to help bring down these foes. Be sure to rid the immediate 
objective area of enemies before moving on to the next portal, so you aren't 
‘swamped by too many foes. Go to the Bestiary for advice on staughtering both the 
hounds and the warriors of the Wild Hunt. 


MW’ HOUNDS OFTHE WILDYHUNTSVULNERABILITIES 


vi 
Dimeritivm Bomb Element Oit Igni 
UP WARRIORS OP THE WILD HUNTEVULNERABILITIES 
Hanged Man's Venom Ign 


With all three portals dismissed, and the Wild Hunt slain, you notice the 
commander striding through the woods, just as your invisibility wanes, imlerith 
has arrived! You fire a flaming crossbow bolt as a sign for Triss. But no fire 
‘storm erupts. 


CONFRONT THE HUNT 


OBJECTIVES: 


You are now controlling 
Giri. The first ominous 
fall of snow signaling 
the White Frost appears. 
Vesemir hollers at you 
to wait inside. You 

can tell him you must 
confront the Hunt, or 
you want to fight, too. 
Either option leads to 
you running across the battlements, attempting to reach Triss. 


MP SPILLIN 


7 BLOOD WITH THEELDER F 


OODED 


Remember, as Ciri you have a Magic Projectile, which can be used to further wound 
‘any foes you're battling in close combat (step back after casting so you aren't struck 
by this potent attack). You also have a Charge (hold the button for a greater area 

of effect to your attack), and an all-encompassing teleport and slash attack that 
requires a small delay to build up, but wounds multiple foes. Replenish your magic 
energy by attacking foes, and gaining small additional Energy reserves. Don’t just 
rely on your swordplay, child of Elder Blood! 


Run along the roof, striking down a Hound and four Warriors. 


® If Zoltan is with you, he clings to a blade in the back of one warrior. Then he takes 
care of the warriors and hounds in the yard, and if you help him (as Ciri), he runs, 
to the roof and helps Triss with the fight there. 


Then run to where Trss is valiantly battling two warriors—step in and help out— 
slaying them, three hounds, and two more warriors and three more hounds from 
a second portal behind you. After Triss saves your life, she witnesses Geralt's 
request for help down in the woods. 


A WILD FRENZY 


You are now Geralt. 
After a protracted 
battle, Triss finally rains 
molten death down 
from above. You seize 
this opportunity to flee 
back to the castle with 
Lambert (and Letho). 
Once on Roach, gallop 
quickly across the ford 
(roughly north), dodging any fiery missiles. Race to the fortress as Yennefer's 
power begins to falter, and the protective shield she valiantly has summoned 
starts to shrink, forcing this retreat. 


Dismount just inside the keep entrance, to the right. The Wild Hunt is over the 
battlements, and a portal appears. Expect chaos and mayhem; and at least three 
warriors and just as many hounds to choose to fight. Pick a warrior close to you 
and concentrate on slaying him. Continue until Vesemir yells to close the gate. 


Tum southward, climbing the wooden platform up to the main battlements and 
objective area, Vesemir is up here, battling the Hunt. 


© Vesemir is attempting to close another rift. f you help him now, he turns back and 
races to the roof, to help Triss as well. 


# Ermion is also on the crenelations, putting his staff to good use and slaying away. 


Tackle any nearby warriors but make the gate mechanism—a lever along the 
upper wall to the west and north—your priority, Pull it! 


Retum down to the courtyard, and expect at least five more warriors and just as 
many hounds throughout this carnage-filled combat. Bring down any foes to their 
knees, heading to help Lambert and finish your fighting in his vicinity (near Letho 
and Vesemir as well). Check on Lambert's health and ensure he doesn't die, 


® It Keira Metz is with you, she summons a large protective circle, repels the Wild 
Hunt warriors, and saves Lambert. Afterwards, she continues to patrol the side 
yard (alone if you didn’t help her), 


S OBJECTIVES: 


Yennefer's strength 

is waning, Retreat by 
heading the way you 
moved at the start of 
this quest, east and 
north up the ramparts, 
then west and finally 
north, where Vesemir 
drops an archway on 
your pursuers. Remain 
in the initial courtyard and tackle any foes stopping your friends from escaping. 
Expect at least six warriors and hounds to bring down, along the way. Use bombs 
or Yrden on every portal that appears, gradually making your way up the steps. 
Pass the ballista crossbow, looking for further portals to close. Then battle up 

the steps, slaying Stragglers, and reach the main doors to the keep. Eskel hasn't 
opened these yet! 


® If Zoltan was invited, he has placed his explosive barrels across the fighting area 
from this point onwards; ignite any and deliver an explosive death to any foes 
nearby. Why not try to blow up a barrel close to where Ermion (if invited) has 
released some flammable gas? The explosive is even more devastating! 


4 Ifyou invited Roche and Ves, they welcome you from the walls, shooting burning, 
‘arrows and bolts at your enemies. If you brought Zoltan along too, Roche and Ves. 
also aim for the dwarf's exploding barrels. 
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Head back down the steps, then northeast toward Triss’ location. ignore the 

fire raining down and instead sprint at the portal, and close it with bombs or 
Yrden. Turn on at least three more warriors and hounds, cutting them down with 
Lambert's (and Letho's) help. Now look for any remaining foes and bring them 
down with keen sword and sign strikes. After the fight, Ciri appears atop the 
battlements, and agrees to find Eskel. 


) OBJECTIVES: 


You are Ciri again. Caranthir strides through the keep, stopping to face Eskel in 
combat, The Witcher is nimble and cunning, but Imierith is vicious and quicker. 
You jump into the fray, saving Eskel, and face Caranthir, who stops as a mighty 
horn sounds in the distance. He departs, leaving you to fight his minions. Perfect 
your Charge and missile strikes as you whittle down four warriors, and listen to 
Eskel complaining, 


Move to the next 
objective area. Slay 
two warriors and two 
hounds from the portal, 
and then descend to 
the lower courtyard 
where three warriors 
and hounds must be 
faced, Next, move to 
the large wooden wheel 
mechanism, and use it to unlock the gate. 


MAELSTROMS IN THE COURTYARD 


j OBJECTIVES 


You are Geralt again, 
Stil the Wild Hunt 
comes! But with the 
gates open, you can 
access the central 
courtyard, and stop 
further Hunt incursions 
via the portals 


DANGER A 


Related Quests: Main Quest: The Battle of Kaer Morhen; 
Main Quest: Bald Mountain 

Locations: Kaer Morhen, Vizima 

Characters: Hjalmar an Craite, Zoltan Chivay, Ermion, Lambert, Eskel, 
Vernon Roche, Ves, Letho, Keira Metz, Cirilla, Avatlac’h, Triss Merigold, 
Yennefer of Vengerberg, Emhyr var Emreis, Morvran Voorhis 

Enemies: None 


[is shor quest commences immediatly in the atermathof Moin Quest The Bate 
jf Kaer Morten, 


ve | 
PAYING RESPECTS AMONGST FRIENDS 


Temporarily stop your slaughter of warriors and hounds, and instead race 
immediately to the nearest portal, banishing it with Yrden or dimeritium bombs 
(if you run out, find more in crates along the walls). 


# If Hjalmar is with you, he leaps into a portal, shrugging off the White Frost, 
and reappears a moment later, fil of vim and vigor, helping you remove one of 
the portals. 


Ud GATHERIN' PLOSIVES 


Dimeritium bombs appear as objective dots on your mini-map, 


When no more immediate portals are visible (there are usually three to dismiss), 
fight any foes close to your location, When Eskel yells that the Hunt is coming 
through Savolla’s breach, ascend the steps and head northeast. Find and remove 
three more portals in the upper courtyard. Then Cirl shouts for help. 


Rush southwards towards the opposite end of the upper courtyard, where 
Hjalmar launches an attack on a warrior, before a new portal opens, Dismiss the 
Portals quickly. Triss yells for assistance now. Dash northwestward and down to 
the main gate. 


END: THERE IS NO BLAME. JUST GRIEF. 


The main gates burst 
open as Yennefer falls. 
You are frozen as the 
White Frost envelopes 
the castle grounds. The 
Wild Hunt strides in, 

with both generals and 
including Eredin himself! 
Knocking Vesemir from 
his protected stance near 
Ciri, the old Witcher saves her life, but at a great forfeit. Overcome by rage, Ciri 
loses control of her powers, uttering a magical scream that forces the Wild Hunt 
back, and then to banishment. Avaliac’h appears, siphoning her power, She falls 
to the ground. 


* After reaching out to Ciri, speak to her as you wish, Preparations are made 
to say farewell to a friend, as this quest concludes, Main Quest: Blood on the 
Battlefield begins automatically. 


SPOILER ALERT 


‘The funeral atop the 
mountains of Kaer 
Morhen is a chance to 
reflect, and to speak 
to the survivors of 

the battle, who you 
recruited earlier. 


* Vernon Roche and 
Ves are heading 
back to Novigrad. 

Find them in the Partisan Temerian Camp if you wish to speak to them again, 


* Letho agrees to stay on at Kaer Morhen once you invite him, 
+ Eskel will find somewhere else to winter instead of Kaer Morhen. 


* Emrion bids you go in health, and leaves some medicines before he travels 
back to Ard Skellig. 


* Hjalmar will head immediately back to Skeliige to fight the Nilfgaard, but you 
have a strong ally for all time. 


© Zoltan wants revenge, and commiserates with you on your loss. 
© Keira Metz is about to leave with her new companion, Lambert! 
© Lambert is his usual sarcastic self, whether Keira is here or not. 


Walk northward down the hill toward the fortress, where Avallac’h, Triss, 
Yennefer, and Cirilla are meeting. Yennefer vows to reunite the Lodge of 
Sorceresses. Cirila is angry that decisions are being made without her. 
Avallac’h tells you to leave her. 


LETTING GO IN THE SNOW, OR DROWNING 
IN DRINK 


CHOICE #1 AHEAD! 
You are about to make one of the five most important choices in your adventure, and 
‘one that has direct consequences on the Ending, and the fate of Ciri! If you wish to 
know more, reference the Endings section of this strategy guide (page 276). 

> é 


A few days pass after the battle, Ciri appears with Avallac’h, disheartened that 
she hasn't been able to put the thoughts of the battle behind her, and focus on 
her training. She asks how you manage it. Respond with: 


“Think | know 
What might tft 
your spirits." Your 
“ancient” method 
for dealing with 
loss is to pelt Cirt 
with snowballs. 
Begin a small and 
entertaining fight 
‘using only balls of 
‘snow, Use the trees and battlement walls as cover, and don't worry about winning 
6F losing. Ciri cheers up a bit. Afterwards, you can ask her about her travels 
between worlds, and how Eredin locates her. 


Ciri's Fate (1 of 5): Positive Choice (+1) 


“Relax, you don't 
have to be good 

at everything.” 

You open some of 
Lambert's famous 
home brew, and 
drown yourselves 
init. Cini loosens up 
alittle, but is stil 
resigned to failure, 
especially after you drone on, lecturing her. 


Girl's Fate (1 of 5): Negative Choice (-1) 


You are about to make another of the five most important choices in your adventure, 
and one that has direct consequences on the Ending, and the fate of Cirit In this: 
particular case, visiting the emperor allows you to add a positive or negative choice to 
your total (giving you a total of five choices, rather than four if you ignore visiting the 
emperor). If you wish to know more, reference the Endings section on (page 276). 


You are awakened 

by Cir early in the 
morning, She seems 
excited, has the horses 
ready and explains that 
you need to head into 
Velen, to the witches’ 
Sabbath on 

Bald Mountain. 


The guest of honor there will be Imlerith, This is a perfect opportunity to slay 
him and avenge Vesemir. Before you agree, answer her how you wish, until you 
choose the following: 


“Gotta visit the emperor first." You embark on the journey to Vizima. 
“All right, Velen it is.” You head to Bald Mountain, and this quest concludes now. 


It is important for the ending you wish to choose, that Ciri visits or ignores the emperor: 


If she sees the emperor, she will become Empress, and this allows 
Epilogue: Something Ends, Something Begins (Il) to be possibly accessed, 
with enough positive choices. 


|S)” I'she ignores the emperor, this allows Epilogue: Something Ends, Something 
{ Begins (Il) to be possibly accessed with enough positive choices. 


A week later, you arrive 
at Vizima, and are lead 
into the castle gardens 
where the Emphyr 

is waiting. Emreis 
greets Ciri with her full 
name—Cirilla Fiona 
Elen Riannon, Queen 

of Cintra, Princess of 
Brugge and Duchess of 
Sodden, heiress to Inis Ard Skellig and Inis An Skellig, and suzeraine of Attre and 
‘Abb Yarra—and tells you he didn’t expect you to keep your word, Answer how 
you wish, A servant brings in a small chest brimming with coin. You can: 


Refuse to accept the coin on principle. Cir is proud, happy, and loving to you, her 
adopted father. 


Ciri's Fate (2 of 5): Positive Choice (+1) 


‘Accept it, even though it has been presented in the most audacious way possible 
(to make you look bad in front of Citi). Ciri now believes you weren't looking for 
her because she is precious to you, but because of the gold. Her world is shaken, 


ITEM: Crowns 0 


Ciri’s Fate (2 of 5): Negative Choice (-1) 


Either way, Ciri and Emreis retire to speak in private. If you refused the crowns, 
the Emhyr grants you a black mare as part of your reward, Say goodbye to 
Roach. She was a fine and loyal beast. Aside from the jet black coat, this mare is 
no different from your trusty chestnut steed. 


ITEM: Horse: Nilfgaardian Mare 


In the grand hall, General Voorhis makes an appearance, and alludes to Ciri 
becoming Emperess. You may question or agree with this. Listen to Voorhis 
prattle on a bit, until Ciri interrupts you both, wanting to leave immediately. 
She is angry at her father's attempts to buy her. 


% tou took the coin earlier, iri questions you about that spectacle, but isn't 
particularly angry about it 


You both continue on your journey to Velen, and Act il: Main Quest: 
Bald Mountain begins. 
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CRITICAL PATH QUESTS: 


ACT III: THE FINAL AGE 


eS PS. ‘ 
CREA sens scr ai 


There are shocking revelations hidden within remote 

elven caves across Skellige. The White Frost encroaches, 
as Eredin's power grows more terrifying. Brokering alliances 
with powerful forces of war and sorcery, you choose the 
final fate of the realm, and Ciri herself. 
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exes 


inal Preparations 
Locations: Road to Bald Mountain, The Witches* Cauldron, 
Bald Mountain 
Characters: Cirilla, Johnny, Sarah, Marica, Thecla 
Enemies: Drowners, Fiend, Fugas, Whispess, Weavess, 
Brewess, Imlerith 


FEAST OF GIFTS: THE WISEMAN, 
THE GUARD, AND THE GODLING 


starts automatically once Main Quest; Blood on the Battlefield concludes. 


OBJECTIVES: 


This quest 


You disembark from the 
boat that took you to the 
foot of Bald Mountain— 
known as Aard Cerbin 
and home to the reviled 
Ladies of the Wood. Ask 
(iri about her familiarity 
with this place, and 

her reasoning that 
Imlerth is here, before 
beginning your exploration. Walk along the road lt by torches that flicker eerily, 
as she warns you about the Aen Elle elves—who are in league with the Wild Hunt. 


Atop the steps, a guard with a crossbow is stopped by a wiseman who beckons 
you to feast with them; However, you aren't allowed past this village. Sit down 
with them, and find out more about this ceremony. 


* Ask about what the feast celebrates (blessings bestowed by the ladies, after 
which there's verbal evidence that human children are sacrificed in return for 
“magical acorns”), 


© Ask why the gates are closed (because only a “chosen” few see the ladies). 


* Ask about the ladies descending to the village (they wait every year to see if 
they will appear) 


After your fireside chat, the wiseman instructs you to visit a woman named 
Thecla, who will judge you, 


} OBIEC 


CRITICANPATHSACTIIE PART 1. LYINGUP LOOSE ENDS. 


SPOLERALERT XXX. 


Set off on the path through the village, heading 
roughly northwards, passing prayers to three 
wooden effigies of the ladies. You meet up with 
Johnny, the Godling you followed in the Crookback 
Bog earlier in your adventures. 


> If you removed Sarah the Godling from the 
“haunted” house during Main Quest: Novigrad 
Dreaming, she is here too. Johnny asks you why 
you banished her. Sarah interrupts, saying it worked out well in the end, as she 
met Johnny. 


Sarah the Godling 


> If you allowed Sarah the Godling to stay in the house, only Johnny ts here. 


Speak with Johnny. You can ask what he's doing here (he's heard the ladies 
smile nicely upon children during the sabbath). You can also learn that the 
only way up the mountain is by approval from Thecla, that she has a “guest” 
((mlerith is here), and that a trial may be necessary to obtain a key to the 
mountain. Leave Johnny (and Sarah) and continue. 


FEAST OF GIFTS: 
DIVING FOR THE DEFILER’S OREN 


Journey across the wood and rope bridge, passing a 
procession of peasants waiting for food, and enter a 
tent to your right, where an old, cloudy-eyed crone 
named Thecla is judging the merits of those that 
wish to climb the mountain. Her assistant Marica 

Is her eyes. They gladly accept Ciri as worthy, 

but not you. Appeal this decision by choosing any 
Conversation topic you wish. It is agreed that you must complete a challenge to 
be deemed worthy. Agree to this. 


Marion 


E OBJECTIVES: _ 


You are led to a wooden ledge, where a coin from days of yore is dropped 

into a small pool below. Dive off the ledge and swim into an underwater tunnel. 
Avoid the drowners flitting by you, or use your crossbow to remove them and 
make the search easier. Immediately use your Witcher Senses to scan the murky 
depths for the coin, It is close to the junction of the dead-end alcove, and the 
exit tunnels. 


ITEM: Quest Iter 


Now swim to the exit 
tunnel, and head west 
to the pool's exit, 
Once on dry land, be 
extremely careful as a 
fiend is prowling the 
woods here. 


Defeat it, before scrambling over the rocks to reach a set of steep wooden stairs 
to the southeast, and ascend back to Thecla’s tent. She deems you worthy and 
tells you to keep the coin; it is the key to climbing the mountain. 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Once you emerge from Thecla's tent, she announces the start of the sabbath, 


ind the merriment begins, There is dancing and revelry, But concentrate on your. 
task at hand, scaling the final section of Bald Mountain. + "= 


Fugas 


The moon is large and low as you head back across the wood and rope bridge 
before turning eastwards at the petroglyph rock, and approach the entrance to 
the mountain's interior. Marica beckons you through into a cavern lit by candles 
and adorned with skulls, A rotund but powerful sylvan, named Fugas, asks 
Ciri’s name. He algo tells you the coin you carry signifies a death sentence. 

He launches from his haunches at you, and combat begins, Utilize your sylvan- 
killing prowess, and defeat the beast. 


LVAN'VULNE 


fLITHES 


felict that is susceptible to the folowing: 
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Samum Bomb Devils Puttoal! Bod Roliet Oi 


Igo! 


Once your confrontation with Fugas is over, you discuss which of you will face 
the crones, and who will slay Imlerith. Ciri suggests a game of rock, paper, 
scissors to decide. Ciri gets the Crones, but tries to argue into fighting Imlerith 
You firmly tell her that she will face the Ladies of the Wood 


CIRI’S QUEST: 
GETTING TO THE ROOT OF THE PROBLEM 


| OBJECTIVE: 


Brewess 


Whispess 


Weavess 


You control Ciri. Head 
along the tunnel to a 
gap in the rocks leading 
to.a pool. Dive in and 
swim roughly southwest 
and surface, climbing 
onto the bank of a 
tunnel, and heading up 
and into the crones’ 
cavern, The trio of 
comely maidens are stirring a cauldron. itis a stew of sacrificial body parts. 


After tempting a tree root, you announce your presence. The ladies welcome you 
a a Child of the Elder Blood. They reveal their true and horrific forms. You tell 
them they've talked enough. Through mournful cursing, they rise again to attack 
you. But they are now mortal, and should be attacked until they fall 


V4 


Your battle with the Ladies of the Wood is both difficult and thritling, since Ciri has 
a variety of powers that Geralt does not possess, but the foes you are fighting are 
literally invincible, Be certain you read up on Cir's abilities in the Training chapter. 


CIRILLATHESTC 


PCRONE 


TLLEF 


When playing as Ciri, use fast, light attacks to quickly engage targets while 
remaining in motion, It a small group of Crones is approaching, charge the heavy 
attack and time the release when they are near, This will result in a large boost in 
power and two additional hits that will momentarily stun her enemies. if you get 
surrounded, remember to use Cir's special attack which can affect all targets within 
its area of effect. J 


Fighting the three “Good Ladies” at once would be a tall order for Geralt. For Ciri, 
newly awakened to a portion of the powers she possesses, this is a good fight. 
Which is not to say that you can afford to be lax in your defenses. 


DEFEATING THE CRONES OF CROOKBACK BOG 


Brewess, the large rotund crone, should be Cin's first target. She's the easiest 
target due to her size, and Ciri can easily evade her melee attacks while 
attacking relentlessly. You can also use Ciri's teleport slashes to wreck havoc on 
all three crones at once, but you will defeat them faster by focusing your melee 
attacks on one at a time, using a mix of fast and heavy attacks. 


‘All three crones will 
manipulate the bloody 
waters of the chamber 
you fight them in to 
strike at Ciri while they 
flit about the area. 
Keep your eyes out 

for disturbances in 

the water, and avold 
standing in them 

They can also seemingly explode into a flock of crows that deal damage to Ciri 
typically in response to damage they sustain. 


For all their bluster, the greatest threat when dealing with the three crones is 
‘overconfidence. They do hit fairly hard, if they are allowed to hit. Cir's speed and 
ability to teleport can make her safe from anything the crones can throw at her. 
Stay on the offense, but not to such an extent that defense is neglected. 


After the fight, you inspect the corpses, Alas, it seems Weavess isn’t quite dead. 
She throttles you and sends you sprawling. You quickly retaliate with a throw 
of your sword. The last crone is skewered, but escapes with the crows, stil 
clutching Vesemir's medallion 

INES*THE 


EST!BATTLE TACTIC 


The Crones are as old as they are deadly. These sisters use ancient magic from a 
distance and their deadly clawing nails in melee, 


Crones take advantage of their number, by simultaneous attacking. 
During battle, they transform into swarms of ravens to disorient you. 


The Crones’ power lies in their unity, so try to take them down one by one. The best 
‘occasion to strike (s when they are separated from each other; use your Blink ability 
for better positioning. 


CRITICAL PATH 


GERALT’S QUEST: A CUT ABOVE THE REST 


You control Geralt. Follow the path up Bald Mountain, The area is blasted and 
dead, with only a massive gnarled tree dominating the peak. Take the wooden 
bridge, and climb the series of rock ledges lead up to a large bonfire, and a 
confrontation with evil 
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Ashis succubl slink away, Imlerith asks where Cir’ is, 


'* You can lie (which Imlerith sees through immediately). 


* You can admit she is here (angering Imlerith who demands to see her). 


‘You would be wise to prepare potions and Meditate just before you reach the bonfire 
‘and the final confrontation with Imierith, Imlerith is vulnerable to the following: 


DEFEATING IMERITH OF THE WILD HUNT 


Combat now begins, 
Imlerith's heavy armor, 
War mace, and shield 
all serve to make him 
look intimidating and 
slow, That illusion 
should be forgotten as 
‘soon as the monstrous 
Wild Hunt commander 
teleports behind Geralt 
‘at the start of the fight and swings for his head with that massive mace. As soon 
‘as you can, make use of any potions that can boost your survivability, Tawny 
Ow), Swallow, Full Moon, and Blizzard are all good choices. Players confident in 
their ability to keep damage to a minimum can imbibe Thunderbolt to make each 
strike count. 


The mace cannot be parried or countered, only dodged or rolled away from. 
Stay relatively close to Imlerith, dodging his swipes and jabs of the mace. The 
goal initially is to flank him so you can strike at the huntsman behind the shield. 


{mlerith’s shield stops everything you can throw at it, bombs, explosive 
bolts, even Signs. He will occasionally use the shield in the middle of melee 
combinations to knock Geralt to the ground. 


Attacking Imlerith is about taking advantage of openings. You can either evade, 
then strike, or you can catch him in between his own attacks with a fast attack 
of your own. The latter strategy can go very poorly if your timing is at all off. 


When Imlerith teleports, he gains a frost coating and aura on his armor. You can 
burn that off with Ign. 


Repeated strikes against his shield causes it to warp and bend, eventually 
‘making it possible to knock it aside and possible leave an opening for an attack. 


At roughly 20 percent of his Vitality, Imlerith throws down his shield in a fury, 
abandoning defense for an all out assault. He begins swinging the mace wildly, 
interspersing his attacks with teleports behind Geralt. Again, do not attempt to 
parry or counter these attacks. 


{In this final phase of the fight, focus on dodging and rolling to keep Geralt out of 
harm, until Imlerith takes a massive overhead swing that gets the mace stuck 

in the ground. That is the opening to score a heavy strike on the general. He 
recovers the instant you strike him, so be prepared to evade another attack from 
behind when he teleports. 


Above ail else, remain patient. Imlerith cannot be interrupted from his furious 
‘swipes and teleports in the final phase, so wait for him to make himself 
vulnerable before attacking. 


Eredin attacks with the following: 


‘The Mace: Imlerith is a big and brutal warrior, relying on his physical strength and 
using magic only for short-range teleporting. His mace and shield give him a deadly 
‘combination of offensive and defensive prowess, | 


Heavy and Quick: Despite his size, he can perform fast attacks chained into combats, 
‘often preceded by a teleport behind your back. 


ce Armor: Every time he teleports, ice armor coats his form, offering extra protection 
from you. 


After Damage: Once he receives major damage, he changes his battle style; 
with vivid and rapid strikes; at this point dueling is impossible, 


Weaknesses: Imlerith’s biggest shortfall is his vanity; he concentrates much more 
on impressive flourishes to his strikes than effectiveness; many of his attacks 

leave him unguarded, or can be easity dodged. Though his shield gives him good | 
Protection, flank him from the left to reach his right arm and back, and push your 
attack through. | 


Signs: Use quick Igni to melt his ice armor, or channel Igni to allow you to better =| 
position yourself when Imlerith hides behind his shield. Yrden, Aard, and Axil aren't 
very effective; use mostly Igni and Quen. Channel and also use quick Quen to 
Increase your defense, 

‘Bombs: Blind him for a moment with Samum bombs, giving you extra time for 


positioning. Well-timed (and aimed) Dancing Stars or Grapeshots also work well to | 
break a combo and deal damage. 


Without a shield: When he drops his shield, concentrate on defending yourselt, 
After a few charges, Imlerith gets exhausted, and this is the only time you are able to 
perform a counter-strike. 


Skills: Fleet Footed skill mitigates damage it you're struck while dodging. 
Alchemy: Heal your wounds with Swallow or White Ratfard’s Decoction, 


‘Advanced Tactic: Use Thunderbolt and Tawny Oil interchangeably to maximize your 
effectiveness; you can cast Quen more often, and therefore have more occasions to 
utilize heavy attacks enhanced with Thunderbolt, 


Advanced Tactic: Samum bombs are a great combo starter. When Imlerith is blinded, 
go behind and attack his back, channel Axii, and you have a few extra seconds 
before he can block your spell again, 


Teleports: Reduce their effectiveness by trying to jump Into his direction, just as he 
‘begins to conjure the rift. 


END: COMPLIMENTS, CONTEMPLATION, 
AND THE ACORN 


Ciri joins you on a bluff 
overlooking Velen. 

With two witches dead, 
Cirl is disappointed 
that the third escaped. 
You can praise her or 
tell her she avenged 
Vesemir, or let her 
know how lucky you 
both were. You both 

sit quietly, Geralt contemplating what to tell Yennefer. Cini wonders if the other 
sorceresses have been found, They should join Yen and Triss in Novigrad. 
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Remark “yeah, let's go”, and set off now. You immediately moot two villagers on 
the descent. 


Tell her “not quite yet”, and you are able to walk around Bald Mountain, and 
‘search Imlerith's corpse. Aside from the following, you uncover a strange acorn. 
Hf you've been listening to the villagers, this seems to be an important seed 
{especially as the ancient oak atop the mountain is now dead), 


‘As you descend, two villagers stop and ask you about the acorn. You can: 


‘Tell them you don’t know or will have to live without the acoms (the only option if 
you didn’t search Imierith's corpse. 


% Give them the acorn, with your blessing, so another sacred tree may grow. 
# Keep the acom, and eat it yourself to obtain two additional Skill Points. 
The quest then concludes. 


DANGER ALERT 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Bald Mountain, Main Que: ingly 
Obvious, Secondary Quest: A Final Kindness, Main Quest: The Great 
Escape, Main Quest: Payback, Secondary Quest: Three to Tango, 
Main Quest: Through Time and Space 

Locations: Rosemary and Thyme (Novigrad) 

Characters: Ciritla, Zoltan Chivay, Dandelion 

Enemies: None 


TYING UP LOOSE ENDS 


OBJECTIVE 


} This quest starts automatically once Main Quest: Bald Mountain concludes. 


> During Secondary Quest: Now or Never, did you decide to be romantically 
| Involved with Triss? Also, during Secondary Quest: Last Wish, did you decide 
to be romantically involved with Yennefer? 


| + Afyou answered yes to both, Secondary Quest: Three to Tangols 
available during this set of quests. 
+ you answered “yes” to one ofthese, or *n0", then Secondary 
Quest: Three to Tango, is not available. | 


© b> During Main Quest: Get Junior did you kill Whoreson Junior? 
+ iyou did, 

of quests. 

+ Hfyou didn’t, you speak with Whoreson Junior during this set } 

of quests, ou | 

> During Secondary Quest: For the Advancement of Learning, did you convince | 
Keira Metz to travel to Kaer Morten, or did you lt her goto King Radovid? | 


you speak with Dudu the doppleganger during this set 


+ Ifyou chase to ask her to Kaer Morhen, she has already departed 
from Kaer Morhen on adventures with Lambert. 
+ ttyou chose to let her visit Radovid, she has been executed and | 
impaled by the witch hunters, and is now on display in Novigrad. 
‘Secondary Quest: A Final Kindness is available during this set } 
of quests. see 
| In Witcher 2, did Sile de Tancarville survive? 4 


‘+ If she did, she can be found together with Margarita during 
Main Quest: The Great Escape. 

+ It'she didn't, or you don’t have a Witcher 2save game, she isn't in 
} the prison with Margarita, 
During Secondary Quest: Now or Never, did you rescue the mages and 
sorceresses trapped in Novigrad? 
| ‘+ Ifyou did, Radovid and the witch hunters in Novigrad have turned to 
prosecuting and burning nonhumans instead. 
{f you didn't, Radovid's presence in Novigrad is all-encompassing, 
‘and the mages and sorceresses trapped in Novigrad attempted to 
flee, but failed. They are burned at the stake. 
| © During Secondary Quest: Reason of State, did you help with the plat to 
|| assassinate King Radovid? 


Ifyou did, this questline continues after talking to Dijkstra during 


| ‘Main Quest: Blindingly Obvious. 


yea 


SPOILER ALERT XK X 


LJ 


Cinia 


Zolten Chivay 


It is one week since you slew Imlerith atop Bald Mountain. You both return to 
Novigrad. Ciri remarks on the changes as you enter the Gate of the Hierarch: 


® Ifyou helped the mages to escape during Secondary Quest: Now or Never, 
you both walk past the burnt bodies of nonhumans on your way into Novigrad, 
showing that once again humans have turned on their nelghbors in an attempt 
to find scapegoats. 


You enter Dandelion's establishment, the Rosemary and Thyme, where you're 
greeted by Zoltan. Answer the dwarf how you wish, before Ciri retires to bed 
upstairs. Speak with Dandelion, asking about the sorceresses or if anything 
happened, You're told Triss is upstairs, Yennefer has left for Crippled Kate's, and 
‘Avallac’h is in the brothel’s best room, It looks like you have your hands full, as 
three Sister Quests commence. 


‘Main Quest: Final Preparations is simply a tracking quest, updating Main Quests: 
| Blindingly Obvious, The Great Escape, and Payback. You may now begin any of the | 
* three quests in any order. Secondary Quest: Three to Tango is available, it becomes: 
| active once Blindingly Obvious, The Great Escape, and Payback conclude, 
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Locations: Rosemary and Thyme (Novigrad}, Passiflora Fountain, 
Dijkstra’s Bathhouse 3 

Characters: Triss Merigold, Sigismund Dijkstra, Bart the Rock Troll, 
Philippa Eithart 

Enemies: Dijkstra’s Henchmen 


HYDROMANCY AT THE PASSIFLORA 


OBJECTIVES: 


Head upstairs to the first landing, open the door and step into the hallway, and 
‘open the next door on your left. Triss isn't pleased. She scolds you for potentially 
putting Ciri in danger while facing down imlerith. Answer how you wish, before 
changing the subject to her success in summoning members of the Lodge 

(or optionally, the state of Novigrad). All of the sorceresses are otherwise 
engaged, except for Philippa and Margarita. 


While Yennefer finds Rita, Triss has been tasked with searching for Philippa. 
Choose the long or short version of the clues to Philippa's whereabouts: 


* She sought help in Novigrad from a former lover—the sorcerer Arthur de 
Viesster. He convinced her to transform into an owl for her safety, then 
attached a dimeritium band as revenge, so she couldn't transform back. 
Viesster was slain during the mage hunts, his estate auctioned, and as fate 
would have it, Zoltan bid on the owl. Of coure, Zoltan lost the ow! in a card 
game a few days ago. But Triss does have one of Philippa's feathers. 

She plans a spot of hydromancy to find her. For that, a fountain must be 
found, You suggest the area outside the Passifiora. Head there immediately 
to continue the quest, or meet later to stal it 


> I you lot Keira Metz go to Radovid during Main Quest: For the Advancement of 
Learning, a sorrowful Triss also informs about the sad fate of Keira at Radovid's 
hands. Over-confident in her persuasive powers, she was confronted with the 
‘truth that Radovid did not care for any sorceress. He had her impaled and made 
‘an example of, watching her die a slow and painful death at the stake in Hierarch 
‘Square. Triss begs you to help her take Keira's body off that spike so she may 
give her friend a last farewell. This activates Secondary Quest: A Final Kindness 
(detailed after this one). 


PHILIPPA DOESN'T GIVE A HOOT 


| OBJECTIVES 


You meet Triss at the 
fountain, and she utters 
and incantation, viewing 
scenes from Dijkstra's 
Bathhouse. This isn't 
good. Triss hopes he 
hasn't hurt her, 


D> If you convinced Triss to stay with you after Secondary Quest: Now or Never, 
and didn’t ask Yennefer to be with you during Secondary Quest: Last Wish, 
Triss will “fudge” the divination a little, showing a House in Kovir, After some 
‘verbal prodding from you, she confesses that the King of Kovir offered her a 
Position as the head of the Lodge and Council, and she hopes you might join her 
there. Choose an answer as you wish. Triss will attempt anything to ensure you 
have a place to come home to, 


Jog with Triss roughly southwest, passing St. Gregory's Bridge, down the 
cobblestone battlements, and around to the bathhouse underneath. As you arrive, 
Dijkstra’s men are fleeing the entrance, amid the muffled sounds of explosions 


Head inside, and shout at Dijkstra, who is hiding behind the one wall Philippa 
isn't about to disintegrate. He's adamant no more sorceresses should be 
prowling his establishment. Answer how you wish (Triss stays by him), and leap 
over the shattered wood-screen wall into the main bathing area. Philippa has 
addled the brains of Dijkstra's henchmen. There's little you can do except fight 
the three of them (though fleeing is an option). 


Bart the Rock Troll 


Run east, into the hexagonal steam bath chamber, and drop down the drained pool, 
into the cellar where you met Bart the rock troll back in Main Quest: Get Junior. You 
are waylaid by two more henchmen that drop, Move to the hole in the wall, now 
guarded by Bart the rock troll, who is even more brain-addled than usual, You can: 


‘* Choose to demand the troll let you pass. This leads to combat with 
the creature. 


* Decide to try and convince the troll that you want to help Philippa, and Bart 
grudgingly lets you pass. Bellyaches are the worst, after al 


Head north and east down the effluent tunnel, then around to the west to a large 
chamber with a balcony, upon which Philippa is standing, 


E OBJECTIVE 


‘She doesn't believe 
you want to help her, 
and to prove this point 
she summons a club- 
fisted golem to pummel 
you, Deft dodging and 
multiple Signs are 
needed to supplement 
your swordplay as you 
whittle this foe's energy 
down, while avoiding the purple columns of energy Philippa also summons to 
hurt you with. 


Once the golem is gone, you realize Philippa “sees” using magic, but her vision 
isn't foolproof, and she relies on sound to spot you. So, head up the stone steps 
towards the upper balcony where Philippa is mocking you. Leap the gap across 
the steps, and walk clockwise around the balcony. Move at a quicker pace than 
a walk, and she hears you. You're promptly struck and must begin this sneaking 
again. Continue around the balcony, until you're close to her. Then you leap and 
bring her to the ground, 


THIN EARSHO 


LOSING IN ON 


ATLLIPA 


‘As long as you move quickly, you can avoid her attacks. Be aware of the rubble on 
the upper floor and the chains dangling from the ceiling. f you hit those, Philippa 
‘knows where you are and attacks accordingly. 


Tell Dijskra to back off (pleasantly or otherwise); 


END: BREAK A LEG 


* Be pleasant, and reveal that Ciri has returned, and Dijkstra lets you through. 

> it you previously helped in the plot to assassinate King Radovid (Secondary Quest: 
Redania's Most Wanted), Dijkstra now tells you there is a great need to continue 
with this plan, but not with Philippa present. He tells you to meet him later, 
This begins Secondary Quest: Reason of State, 


You convince Philippa to 
meet Triss outside, but 
your exit is halted by 

a furious Dijkstra, who 
isn’t best pleased about 
the assassins Philippa 
sent to kill him. 


Be unpleasant, violently shoving Dijkstra—with a kefuffle ending in you 
breaking his other leg! 


Triss meets you at the bathhouse entrance, conjures a portal, and removes 
Philippa (who stays at Dandelion’s place from this point on if you want to chat to 
her), This quest concludes. 


OOOO DANGER ALERT SPOILERALERT XK 


1 


Approach the guards 
and talk to them. 
Ask what crime this 
woman committed 
to hear their warped 
version of justice. You : — 
can deal with them in 
You meet Triss at Hierarch Square where you can already see Keira on display, whatever way you wish, 
guarded by two of Novigrad’s “finest”. Triss tells you she is worried they might Hf you choose to fight 
recognize her easily and asks you to take care of the guards. them, keep the fighting 
contained to the main square. Once you have either convinced or defeated the 
guards, Triss will take Keira’s body down and take her away. You receive an 
additional XP reward for your troubles. 


OC) DANGER ALERT 


‘The weatherbeaten man enters the brothel. 


Alas, after you start asking him questions, he flees from here just as quickly, 


Locations: Crippled Kate's (Novigrad), Rosemary and Thyme, 
Novigrad Gate (Oxenfurt), Deireadh Well, Deireadh 

Characters: Yennefer of Vengerberg, Abbé Faria, Quickly exit Crippled Kate's via the canal side and sprint eastwards along the 
Margarita Laux-Antille, Sile de Tancarville edge of the canal. There are ways to capture this fleeing suspect: 


Enemies: Grave Hag, Drowners, Ghouls, Necrophage, Witch Hunters, 
* If you're able to run in a straight line, and grab him when you're close, 


you're able to tackle Faria in about five seconds. 


Redanian Soldiers, Redanian Commander 
Recommended Items: Superior Swallow 


+ (Aard) If you're quick and cast Aard on him, he trips and falls, making 


THE GREAT ESCAPE Capture easy. 


+ Ithe’s too far away, he rushes to a ladder and begins climbing a nearby set of 
wooden scaffolding, and up onto a roof. Follow him until Yennefer stops him 
with her magic. 


After Yennefer 
convinces him you're 
ot bandits, you return 
to Kate's. You tell Faria 
you need to enter the 
prison he just escaped 
from. Quiz him about 
the prison—the pile of 
corpses thrown into a 
sewer pit, the torture 
going on, and the blind drunk guards on certain holidays. Yennefer also mentions} 
some elven ruins that might allow secret access into the jail, Faria bids farewell, 
and Yennefer tells you to meet her at the bridge to Oxenfurt. 


Move across Novigrad 
to the Lacehalls brothel 
District, and search 

out the seedy brothel 
known as Crippled 
Kate's. A cowled 
Yennefer is sitting at 
one of the tables. She 
asks whose idea it was 
to kill Imlerith. Answer 
how you wish; she's 
happy you were there 
by Cir''s side. Talk turns 
to locating Margarita’s 
whereabouts—a 

prison called Deireadh 
in Oxenfurt—and the 
Identity of a man who Yanneter of Vengerberg ‘Abbé Faria 
escaped from there. Abbé Faria. 
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ROLL OUT THE BARREL 
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Before you rendezvous with Yennefer, you may wish to return to the Rosemary 
and Thyme, and speak to Zoltan. Tell him you're after some beer for the 
prison break. 


# Ifyou helped the mages escape Novigrad during Secondary Quest: Now or Never, 
Zoltan convinces you that it isn’t a good idea for nonhumans (like him) to hang 
‘around near the prison—a hotspot for witch hunters, 


# Ifyou didn’t help the mages escape, he agrees to load a cart of beer and head to 
Deireadh. Once there, Yennefer will give him a signal to drive through, and ply the 
‘guards with alcohol. He's happy to help. 


DEEP BELOW DEIREADH PRISON 


It's a reasonably short 
ride southeast along the 
Pontar river to reach the 
outskirts of Oxenfurt. 
Follow the road for best 
results, locating and 
riding across Novigrad 
Gate (the contusingly- 
famed eastern entrance 
to Oxenfurt), Yennefer is 
just beyond. 


‘ ‘Iyou didn't help the mages escape during Secondary Quest: Now or Never, 
you ride or walk past the impaled bodies lining the streets into the city. 
Yennefer laments the grotesque displays of sorceresses on spikes. 


Next, you speak about entrances to the prison. Yennefer has found several. 
You can begin now, or stop and return to Zoltan for help, If this has occurred 
already, you tell Yennefer the dwarf is ready with the beer. 


| OBJECTIVES 


Follow Yennefer across 
town, until you reach 
the well in question. It 
seems you're the only 
‘one getting wet. She 
hands you a device that 
you can activate when 
you find Margarita, Then 
take the plunge and 
‘drop down into the well, 


Surface, swim 
northeast, and climb up 
into the remains of a 
once-spectacular elven 
sanctuary. Head roughly 
‘southeast, into a tiered 
chamber inhabited 

by.a grave hag, 

She's guarding a stone 

archway with a broken mechanism, That needs fixing in a moment. Then wade 
‘down the corridor to the northeast, which soon turns into a short swim. Climb up 
and into a tunnel second, curving around to the left. Enter a stagatite chamber 
where three drowners are waiting to be slain. Then search the lever mechanism 
n the wall, left of the arch you entered from (northeast). Remove the lever, 
which should come in handy in a moment. 


Move through an archway to the southwest, into a partially waterlogged room. 
Tum left (southeast), cross a small stone bridge with a pile of bones on it, and 
back into the tiered chamber where the grave hag's corpse is. Now you can 

access the mechanism to the south, insert the lever, and open the stone door. 


SLAUGHTER FOR THE SORCERESSES 


E OBJECTIVES: 


To your right is a half- 
submerged cavern. Turn 
left and jog towards 

a brittle-looking brick 
wall. A short shove with 
Aard, and it falls apart, 
allowing access into 
the sewers, and a battle 
against three ghouls 
and a necrophage. 

The grated tunnel is a dead-end, so head roughly east and northeast, upstream 
through the effluent. Turn right and enter the sloping tunnel of dirty water to the 
south. This must be the body chute. You soon spot a corpse and a bloodied ledge 
to climb up. You emerge in a torture chamber. 


® If Zoltan already arrived with the alcohol, there is no one in this chamber, 


‘® If Zoltan didn’t help, there are two witch hunters surprised at your entrance. 
Quickly slay them, 


U A 


Prepare for a battie with number of witch hunters, The following gives you the 
arger of the numbers to expect. However, If Zoltan plied them with alcohol, expect 
there to be fewer enemies, and a number of them sleeping in a drunken stupor. 


RDSOPDE 


ADH PRISC 


Margarita Lawx-Antilio 


Push the southwest door open. Climb the wooden 
stairs and through another door, and into the main 
prison level. Prepare to bring the hurting to three 
witch hunters. Defeat them before exploring further 
into this celiblock. Access the grating along the 
main corridor, just across from the door you entered 
from. Margarita looks up from her cell, Is she 
hallucinating? No, you tell her, But you can't free her without the warden's key. 


Sile de Tancarvitie 


# If Sile de Tancarvilie survived during Witcher 2, she is also with Margarita, 


Head to the northeast exit door, and up another wooden stairwell, Peer outside to 
the prison grounds. 


# If Zoltan helped you with the hooch, you find a number of guards standing in 
drunken celebration. You can simply move past them, as long as you don't 
venture too close to them. Sneak up the stairs and ascend to the Prison 
Commander's Office. Dispatch him quickly to retrieve the key from his body, 
Of course, you can simply start fighting the drunk guards at any time, if stealth 
isn't part of your plans. 


# Without Zottan's help, there's around eight well-armored Redanian soldiers here. 
Don’t head there yet. instead, enter the adjacent stairwell, ascend to an upper 
oom and deliver some punishment to a pair of witch hunters (so they don’t 
utfiank you in a moment). Then descend, head outside, and start the mother 
of all battles against the cream of Oxenfurt's prison guard! Expect a further six 
reinforcements along the battlements, and a couple of crossbowmen on the roof. 


{s this battle getting out of hand? Retreat into the prison where you came from 

(or up onto the crenelations), use your crossbow to drop the Redanian soldiers trom 
distance (especially those carrying ranged weapons), and then battle your foes one 
or two ata time using the stone walls as cover. Or you could try climbing onto a 
shed root and using ranged weapons, which is foolish but sometimes effective. 


‘Afterwards, search the corpse of the Redanian commander for a cell key. 
Grab it, retrace your steps, and unlock Margarita's cell. You pull out your 
summoning device, and Yennefer arrives by portal. Yennefer gathers up 
Margarita, and teleports away, leaving you to mop up. 


© If Sile de Tancarville survived during Witcher 2, she pleads with Yennefer for a 
quick death. You can choose to administer this, or leave Yennefer to do it instead, 


QUEST CONCLUSION: PRISON BREAK 


Locations: Gildorf Square, The Bits, Temple Isle, The Golden Sturgeon, 
Farcorners Juggler Camp, Novigrad Stables 3 
Characters: Ciritla, Cyprian Witley (Whoreson Junior}, 
Dudu (Whoreson Junior], Bea, Valdo, Aegar 
Enemies: Whoreson’s Henchmen, Thugs, Novigrad Guards 


Ci can be found 

over at the Gildort 
Square, where she is 
purchasing a trinket 
She wishes to find the 
people who helped her 
in the past. Tell her to 
lead the way if you wish 
to continue this quest. 
Your first memory from 
the past—Whoreson Junior! 


If you killed Whoreson Junior in Main Quest: Get Junior, follow Ciri to Temple Isle, 
where she reveals that you are to see Whoreson Junior. You can object, knowing 
you put a sword through him, but Ciri wishes to check regardless. At Whoreson’s 
headquarters, you're greeted by two of his henchmen at the door. 


Retrace your steps back 
up to the courtyard, and 
bring a quick death to 
any foes that remain, Or, 
if you're encountering 
drunks everywhere, 
simply sneak past them 
along the battlements to 
the breach in the wall 


# Ifyou requested help (and beer) from Zoltan, he Is waiting in the courtyard 
(complaining how the plan went south if you interrupted the reveling witch 
hunters and killed them instead), and he had to kill a great many guard 
Some are inebriated, making them more straightforward to slay. Afterwards, 
Zoltan offers you a ride back to Novigrad. Accept to conclude this quest. 
You receive more XP if you got the witch hunters drunk and snuck by them. 


When the coast is clear, run along the battlements and up into the warden's 
office, where you can inspect a list of prisoners if you wish (on the bedroom 
table), Return outside. The main gates (to the northwest) are barred shut. 

Run around the battlements until you reach a broken section of the western wall. 
Leap out onto the main street, and this quest concludes. 


Alternatively, you can trace your steps back into the sewers, to the torture chamber, 

where you can find a key that opens the doors in the sewers that were previously 

locked, Travel along the tunnel to a second door, pass it and tum right to enter the 

cellar of a nearby house. Then climb up into the house and leave it inconspicuOUsly, poss 


Now leave Oxenfurt if you wish, but be sure to wait for daylight (meditating or 
manually waiting) to continue. 


ITEM: Usables: List of Prisoners 


Whoreson Junior (Oudu) 


You can: 
> (Axil Delusion Level 3) Convince them to let you through without incident, 


> (Fight) Or draw a weapon. During the kerfuffle, Ciri warns you of an incoming 
attack, and as soon as she calls you “Geralt”, the henchmen suddenly stop 
attacking. They claim this was a horrible misunderstanding, and let you through. 


CRITICAL PATH 


Whoreson Junior 
(Cyprian Witiey) 


Follow Ciri to the top floor of the building, where you find... Whoreson Junior! 
You know this man cannot be the thug you executed! But this disgusting 
specimen throws insults at you both with the best of them, Ciri reckons you 
should finish what you started, when suddenly the man claims to be Dudu in 
disguise! You may not believe him, reciting a story knawn only to you. 
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But why would your doppler friend use this pitiful bag of bones to impersonate? 
Because of his previous predicament. Dudu now runs Whoreson's empire, 
changing it to legitimate businesses. He's confident the ruse won't be rumbled. 
Bid him farewell and continue on after a bit of catching up with the doppler. 


> Ifyou let Whoreson Junior live in Main Quest: Get Junior, follow Ciri into 
The Bits district, passing a shrine to the Eternal Fire, as she searches for the 
wretch to failed to help her. Stroll down a narrow alleyway (there may be 
‘henchmen in the vicinity to slay), and you spot a group of children harassing 
a drunkard. You recognize the accent in those slurred curses. It's Whoreson! 
But this woeful tramp is slumped at the side of an alley. He hasn't lost his 
knack for spitting verbal bile, but it lacks the bite when small urchins are 
throwing stones at him. Ciri deems it unnecessary to kill Whoreson. His current 
predicament is worse. Bid him farewell and continue on. 


FADING MEMORIES: BEA THE WAITRESS 


| OBJECTIVE: 


Follow Ciri eastwards, winding through the alleys until you reach the Golden 
Sturgeon. Enter the tavern, where a trio of thugs are harassing the poor waitress. 
Step in, and face some verbal abuse. Then speak: 


* “Leave on your own" you tell them, with Ciri backing up your story as a 
Witcher of il repute. The thugs beat a hasty retreat 


‘+ “Or ll throw you out” you threaten them, leading to a short and violent 
Confrontation with them. Defeat them easily. 


Cirl speaks to Bea, who seems rather taken with you. But not as much as Ciri 
might be with the waitress. Answer how you wish, Ciri gives Bea a trinket. 
‘but you refrain from a meal of slaughtered piglet. 


FADING MEMORIES: VALDO’S TROUPE 


, OBJECTIVES 


= 
“eh 
Follow Cirl in @ roughly southern direction as she 
fecalls her past hardships. You leave Novigrad 
via the Portside Gate, making a quick turn to the 
fight (west), looking for a small carnival camp 
‘of nonhumans among the small huts along the 
Pontar river. She spies Valdo, and runs in to see 
him and another elf named Aegar. After an amusing 
introduction, Ciri is greeted warmly. Answer how you wish. You pick up slight 
tension between the two elves as Aegar leaves to trade for horses. 


valdo 


Speaking of which, Valdo refuses Ciri's coin and instead wants to know if 
you're ready to race? The coin goes to the winner! Accept (and begin the race) 
or decline (and skip the race) 


The race takes place 
along the Pontar, then 
the track heads east, 
up through the woods, 
passing Lucian's 
Windmill, and ends 
back at the camp. 

The entire run takes 
about 40 seconds 

if you're constantly 
galloping. Press your horse into a gallop at the start, ease off at the windmill, 
and gallop to the finish to beat Valdo, who is an exceptional rider. However, 
even if you win, Ciri insists the money goes to Vaido. 


Valdo begs you stay 

for some wine, A few 
hours pass and evening 
falls. You feel rested 
and charmed by these 
elves, despite one being 
a juggler. Converse 
with Giri about her life, 
answering as you wish, 
After a long chat about 
her life, Aegar returns with a face like a zebra’s slapped arse. He's been unable 
to secure any horses. Perhaps you'd help them steal some? 


You can: 


# Agree to steal some horses, Ciri seems giddy at the plan. You automatically arrive 
at the stables in Novigrad, 


‘Refuse completely, and Aegar's demeanor darkens to anger. You're challenged to 
a fistfight. Win or lose, you're both banished from camp. You both head back to 
the Rosemary and Thyme, in Novigrad. 


| OBJECTIVES: 


While Aegar keeps watch, climb the small shed,onto the roof overhang, onto the 
small platform, and into the stables. Peer dawn at the horses, then climb down 
to the ground, near-a sleeping Novigrad guard. The door to the north is locked. 
However, the keys are in the horse stall to the southeast. Grab them. 


ITEM: Quest item: Stable Key 


| OBJECTIVE: 


If you make too much noise while inside the stables (umping, throwing bombs, 
dropping to the ground, or other similar sounds), the horses panic and the guard 
wakes up. Knock him down with some punches, Then, quickly use the Axil Sign 
to calm the three nearest horses. Once done (or immediately if the horses are 
calm to begin with), Ciri and Aegar quickly enter the stables, the main doors 
burst open, and you ride the horses out and away from the hapless guards, 
who give up pursuing. Ciri seems gleeful and excitedly recalls the exploits back 
at the camp. You can agree or disagree with this horse rustling. With that, 

Ciri tells you she'll meet you back at Dandelion’s inn, This quest concludes. 


COME IN TO THE COVEN The sorceresses extend 


an invitation for Ciri 


OBJECTIVE . to join the Lodge, as 

5 EE ERS = S apartner. There are 
downsides (this is a 
criminial organization, 
and there’s a hierarchy), 
but Philippa tells Ciri 
she could achieve 


You are about to make another of the five most important choices in your adventure, 
‘and one that has direct consequences on the Ending, and the fate of Ciri! if you wish | 


|. to know more, reference the Endings section of this strategy guide. ) 


greatness, and that her 
powers could be honed. Ciri tells them Avallac’h is responsible for her magical 
advancements. But can the elf be trusted? Confused and a little dismayed, 
Ciri eaves the meeting. Then Yennnefer arrives. She tells you to check on 
Avallac’h. Main Quest: Final Preparations continues to track your progress, 
and Main Quest: Through Time and Space begins. 


Return to the Rosemary 
and Thyme, Citi is 
waiting atop the first 
flight of stairs, and 
seems agitated. She 
says the sorceresses 
wish to speak to her. 
Answer how you wish, 
then choose whether 
to go with Ciri or let her 
speak to them alone: 


Choose to remain on the landing, and you spend time spying through a keyhole, 
without backing Ciri up with conversation. This confirms your belief that Ciri can 
handle herself, and improves her confidence. 


Cir''s Fate (3 of 5): Positive Choice (+1) 


‘Accompany Ciri, and you can help back up her thoughts during the subsequent 
conversation. This unfortunately undermines her confidence, as you speak for her 
throughout the meeting with Philippa and Margarita. 


Ciri’s Fate (3 of 5): Negative Choice (-1) 


DANGER ALERT SPOILE 


IT. TAKES THREE TO. TANGO 


Locations: Rosemary and Thyme (Novigrad), The Kingfisher Inn 
Characters: Triss Merigold, Yennefer of Vengerberg, Dandelion 
Enemies: None 

Recommended Items: 150 Crowns 


I'M A LITTLE TIED UP AT THE MOMENT 


OBJECTIVES: _ 


= 
4 
4 
5 
E 
2 
8 


ITEM: Quest Item: Wine [Erveluce or Est Est} 


> During Secondary Quest: Now or Never, did you decide to be romantically 
involved with Triss? Also, during Secondary Quest: Last Wish, did you decide You give the door a quick knock. Then push it open. You're greeted by Yennefer, 


‘| tobe romantically involved with Yennefer? If you answered “yes” to both in some naughty night attire. She purrs and coos while Triss (also dressed in 

these questions, Secondary Quest: Three to Tango is available. next to nothing) extracts the wine from your hands. You're pushed onto the bed. 

eae ertitesniesnsiesaatiiliistaenead Tris and Yennefer lightly stroking you, Hold on, what's this? Manacles? Well fit.) 

After speaking with Cir, you are approached by both Triss and Yennefer. om ees, i! 
You're immediately suspicious, but they seem to be playing coy. They tell you _—_Trss and Yennefer open the wine. You inquiry about getting yours, They reply that} 
there's little point in them both fighting over you, they want to share you. you're about to get what you deserve. And with a wry smile and a cute smirk, 
While they prepare one of the rooms upstairs at the Kingfisher Inn for a Triss and Yennefer leave you chained to the bed, leaving you to ponder on how 
rendezvous to remember, you're to provide the wine. Head across Novigrad to you should treat powerful sorceresses in the future. 


the Kingfisher Inn, and speak to the barkeep. Ask to trade, and purchase a bottle 
of his finest—this fs around 60 crowns. f the objective doesn't update, buy a 
different vintage until it does. Then head up the first flight of stairs, along the 
landing, and open the door on the right (north). 


Dandelion discovers you the next morning. Feel free to try some idle threats 
during your chat, during which he says you've a lot to learn about the fairer sex. 
After putting on some pants, you decide to pay a visit to Avallac’h. 
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>O--O, DANGER ALERT SPOILER ALERT XK X| 


THROUGHSIIMEAND SPACE Sen 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Final Preparations, Main Quest: 
Battle Preparations ae 
Locations: Rosemary and Thyme (Novigrad); Rudolf de Jonkheer’s 
House, Ddiddiwedht Desert, Mysterious Dark Valley, 
Underwater Cave, Tedd Deireadh , Tir Na Lia (Viceroy Ge’els' Palace) 
Characters: Avallac’h, Viceroy Ge’els, Cirilla, Corrine Tilly 
Enemies: Sandcrabs, Hounds of the Wild Hunt 


DANGER IN THE DDIDDIWEDHT DESERT 


| OBJECT 


You step out into an 
otherworldly land of dry 
MUCKY PICTURES scrub and sandstone 
OBJECTIVES: f} protrusions, the 
Se yee we f —_Ddiddiwedht Desert. 
Avallac’h informs you 
(as you walk behind 
him) that this place was 
pillaged by the another 
i species, and was once 


I | agiant sea. You reach 
|| This quest starts automatically once Main Quest: Final Preparations begins, once you | the next portal, though 


| tive in Hovigrad with Cir. itlooks more like a ruin. 
ete While Avaltac’n waits for 

the portal to form, the 

ground begins to shake. 


Sandcrabs! These 
foes act like endrega 
workers, except they 
appear in groups of up 
to four, and there's no end to them! This is a fight you cannot win, so utilize more 
defensive Signs and measures as you wait for the portal to open. As soon as you 
hear Avallac’h counting down to the portal appearing, head into it 


Preparations are almost complete. But Availac’h the elf must be spoken with, AFOUL AND PESTILENT CONGREGATION 
Find him up the stairs in the Ruby Suite of the Rosemary and Thyme. He's staring OF VAPOURS 


at some rather racy parchment sketches. A tense conversation occurs, until 
Avallac'h commends you on your adept elimination of Imlerith. Answer how you 
Wish, Avallac’h speaks of a weakened Eredin, but two others remain. Caranthir 
the loyalist and Ge'els—a follower of Avallac’h’s former king whom Eredin 
Poisoned, Ask further questions, then choose whether you want to Kill Ge’els or 
make a deal with him. Avallac’h has tracked Ge'els to the land of the Aen Elle. 
Getting there may be a problem, since you don't share Ciri's world-hopping 
abilities, But Avallac’h has hatched a plan, a passage to the Alder’s World will 
‘open soon, located close by. You have a chance to prepare and meditate, or 
automatically head there now. 


| OBJECTIVES 


OBJECTIVE 


Follow Avaltac’h to a 
house you recognize. It 
Is Rudolf de Jonkheer's 
dwelling, where Sarah 
the Godling held Corrine 
Tilly in a tizy. Go into 
the property, locate the 
trapdoor ladder down 

to the cellar (and oven 
Where you found Sarah), 


You appear in a strange world of mists, ed lichen-covered rock, and large 
monolithic rock formations. Your elven companion didn't arrive with you, so 
you're on your own. Head along the ledge to the left, and you can see the next 
Portal passage, almost due south of your current location. As a straight line 


and use Aard to remove the crack in the wall leading into a sewer tunnel and the there involves deadly plummets, a more convoluted route is necessary, Continue 
Portal, There's no turning back. Enter when you're prepared. around to the left (east), climbing onto a mossy plateau, Drop down a "step", into 
an area of poisonous cloud. Run southeast, climbing up onto an upper ledge to 
catch your breath, 


> If Sarah the Godting was allowed to remain in this abode, during Main Quest: 
Novigrad Dreaming, you may speak to both her and Corrine Tilly, who are living 
here together, However, this isn't required to complete this quest. 


PUTTING YOUR BEST FOOT FC 


Dropping down or falling away from the described path is a deadly mistake. 
Don't make that mistake. 


Run south (the portal 

is visible ahead) a few 
steps, then look for a 
slope down and to your 
right (West) leading 
toa mass of bright 

red reeds and jutting 
standing stones. 

Rush through the 

right edge of this 

area, climbing the other side to a mossy ledge overlooking this sea of crimson 
plantife. Now turn southwest and sprint through the reeds, and climb the mossy 
ledge opposite. Catch your breath before sprinting upslope, through more red 
reeds and poison, and clamber up another three ledges as you turn to face the 
portal. Almost there! Simply rush for the portal, and climb directly into it, and out 
of this helthole. 


| OBJECTIVE: 


You appear underwater. Since you're not a fish, it's important to swim directly to 
the portal opposite, before you run out of air. Go there immediately. 


DESTROYED BY THE WHITE FROST 


| OBJECTIVES: 


You appear inside an 
icy cavern. The wind 

is biting, Run directly 
out of the cavern, using 
Igni to melt the wall of 
ice blocking your path. 
However, once you're 
outside, the blizzard is 
tormenting and cold; 
damaging you if you 
remain in it. So you don't expire, sprint roughly northwestwards, to a rocky 
alcove with an "X” carved into the rock. 


AY WOT STUPPYSTAY 


RMIN THE BLIZZARD 


Can't find the "X"? Use your Witcher Senses. Freezing to death? Then tight 
fireplaces, campfires, and braziers to heal yourself within the range of the fire. Try 
this when you're fighting the hounds of the Wild Hunt, especially near the lighthouse. 


Sprint north to the next outcrop of rock, and shelter. Then around the corner to 
the left (north), to a ruined stone wall. Sprint east, across to some stone steps 
to another ruined wall section, Next, dash around the comer eastward, down a 
‘small slope to slide down, and a rocky bluff, Face north, and slide down into a 
half-buried village, Ahead, someone has lit the fire atop a lighthouse. 


| OBJECTIVE 


While muttering 
to yourself, sprint 
downward without 
delay, since none of 

the rooftops are wide 
enough to prevent you 
from taking damage 

for long. Find the open 
doorway to the left at 
the bottom of the slope, 
and enter the ruined barn building, Drop down to the collection of skeletons 
below, then remain inside the barn as you spot two hounds of the Wild Hunt 
Deal death to them both (Ignl is your friend here) 


Once the fracas is over, head north and left (west) into the first open door to rest 
from the blizzard. Sprint out, northward, and into the open gable window of the 
building ahead and slightly left of you. Drop inside, and down some steps into 

a skeleton-strewn kitchen. Here, you find some notes from the long-dead Anna 
regarding the curse that befell these parts. 


ITEM: Common item: Anna's Notes 


Sprint north again, across and up to the open doorway of the building ahead and 
left of you, through the porch opening, Then it's back for another sprint past a 
couple of dead trees, all the way to a half-buried stone wall and a set of steps to 
a quard tower. Head out the other side, after stooping to collect the diary by 

a skeleton. It makes for grim reading. 


ITEM: Common item: Ervyt's Diary 


Step left through the gap in the wall, sliding down to the foot of the lighthouse, 
and ignite the three large urns there. You're attacked by three hounds of the 
Wild Hunt, so stay close to the fire and battle the foes until only the howling wind 
remains, Then it's time to head roughly northeast, across to the lower entrance 
beneath the lighthouse 


AWAKENING AT THE PALACE 


E OBJECTIVES 


Avallac’h is waiting for you here, in a place familiar to you, Where you fought 
Eredin's projection. There is talk of your time with the Red Riders, and revelations 
abound. If you have the time, there are plenty of questions to ask Avallac’h (the 
world you're in, Ge'el’s importance, where Avallac’h’s journey took him, and the 
light on the peak). Then tell him it is time to go. Follow, Avallac’h into the portal 
that appears. 


Go'els 


A grand arched hallway awaits. This is Tir Na Lia, the Palace of Awakening, 
where Viceroy Ge’els awaits. Stride out onto the beautiful (and ancient) formal 
gardens overlooking the spectacular city. Move to greet Ge'els, and interrupt his 
painting. Ge'els asks if you'd like a drink. Agree or refuse as you wish. Motioning 
to some members of the Wild Hunt walking the gardens, he asks if Avallac’h is 
honest. Answer how you wish, subsequently requesting Ge’els leave this place, 
You're heading to the world of the Aen Seidhe (your world), He leaves his cubist 
nude painting behind. 


END: THE KING IS DEAD. LONG LIVE THE KING. 


Ciri waits at the 
Rosemary and Thyme, 
with Corrine Tilly 
Ge’els attempts to 
sow the seeds of 
animosity between 
her and Avaliac’h, but 
it fails. Then he seeks Cirita 
proof, and Corrine the 
oneiromancer Is waiting to perform her skill in Ge'els’ dream. He asks what you 4) 
wish of him after he awakens. Answer how you wish. 


CRITICAL PATH 


Comina Tily 


The vision is seen. The elven king dies at the hands of Eredin. When you wake, 

Ge’els stands pondering. He tells you to sail to Skellige, and find the Sunstone, 

With it, you shall summon the Nagifar, and Eredin too, Then Avallac'h leaves to 

return Ge'els to his own world. You worry he’s been dismissed too quickly, and 

when Avallac’h returns you can mention this (answer how you wish). Now it 

seems Avallac’h has hatched a plan—to gather the Sunstone with the help of 

the sorceresses, draw Eredin's ship along the coast of Undvik, and lay a trap. 

The quest now concludes. 265 
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Related Quests: Main Quest: Final Preparations 
Locations: Novigrad, Portside Warehouse, St. Gregory's Bridge, 
Bridge to Temple iste, Madame Irina’s Theater ; 
Characters: Sigismund Dijkstra, Vernon Roche, Thaler, Philippa Eithart, 
King Redovid V, Ves 
Enemies: Hubrecht, Temerian Guerilla, Witch Hunter, 
Witch Hunter Officer, Redanian Sol 


TO KILL A KING 


Sigismund Difestra 


Now that you've fulfilled your obligations, and the various characters have joined 
ina pact to rid the lands of the hated King Radovid, join your compadres for a 
meeting to plan the attack. Dijkstra’s warehouse is the scene for this clandestine 
operation, Travel to the Harborside District, and work your way to the southwest 
‘area of warehouses. Use the rear entrance (as shown), Knocking on the door 
before you're shown upstairs to the meeting in progress. 


Radovid is on his ship, and almost impossible to reach. Dijkstra starts by 
apologizing for letting Philippa Eilhart in on the plan, but the sorceress may prove 
herself useful; especially since she’s willing to help. Answer Dijkstra regarding 
the tasks Radovid expects you to accomplish (you've been hired to find Philippa), 
and Dijkstra tells you to use this to your advantage, letting Radovid know you're 
on Eilhart's trail, Then lead him to a trap. Thaler points to the Bridge to Temple 
Isle. itis built up with nooks and gates, and easy to block off. A perfect ambush 
point! After the regicide, everyone is to meet at Madame Irina’s Theater and lie 
low. Agree to this 


THE AUDACITY OF MONARCHS 
| OBJECTIVE sei 


Exit the warehouse, and you run into the slightly insufferable Philippa, who has 
been eavesdropping on the plan. Answer her how you wish, and she hands you a 
fing. It belonged to Radovid's father. 


Philippa Elihart 


Hand that over, and he 
might believe you've 
captured Philippa. 
She's just time for one 
more put-down before 
vanishing in a roar of 
fire. Now simply jog 
around the harbor to 
the northern docks 
where Radovid's ship 
is docked. 


MEDITATION AND PREPARATION 


This is the last opportunity to Meditate, and prepare potions or otherwise augment 
yourself for the battle to come, This is strongly advisable! 


ITEM: Quest Item: Redanian E 


ing 


Approach the guard, and mention you have information on Philippa, and you 
are brought before King Radovid. Tell Radovid about Philippa, handing him the 
ring. He asks why you haven't brought her to him, and your excuses resonate 
with him. The only potential wrinkle in this plan is the king ordering his captain 
(Hubrecht) to bring all of the ship's guards with him. 


You appear in the alleyway adjacent to the St. Gregory's Bridge signpost, where 
Radovid lives up to his reputation, and sends five of his men to surround and slay 
you while he heads north to secure Philippa. The ambush begins, with Roche 
helping you out of your predicament, and chaos ensuing. The battle to Temple 
Isle begins now! 


RIVERS OF REDANIAN BLOOD 


f OBJECTIVE: 


Prepare to spill 
Redanian blood as you 
methodically battle 
your way northwards 
across the enclosed 
bridge, towards Temple 
Isle where Radovid 
disappeared to. Along 
the way, prepare 

for combat with the 
following foes: 


Around five Temerian guerillas who fight alongside you. 


* Agroup of around five Redanian soldiers farther up the street, engaging the 
Temerian guerillas. 


* Five witch hunters midway across the enclosed bridge. Four Redanian 
soldiers holding a shield wall formation are also here. A bomb or Aard helps 
remove this protection. 


* Up to five additional Redanian soldiers as you reach the northern end of the 
bridge, and two witch hunter officers (one of which is the mighty Hubrecht, 
Radovid's henchman). 


We 


Make your way slowly through the various combat opportunities—rushing 
northward simply gets you surrounded and usually killed. Instead, ensure all foes 
behind and to the sides of you are dead before you move north, and make siow and 
steady (rather than fast and foolhardy) progress. 


SLOW AND 'ST 


After a hard-fought slog to the other end of the covered bridge, Radovid 
desparately claws at a door for an escape option. Instead, he receives a cloud of 
burning magic to the face, and a dagger up through the ribs, courtesy of Philippa 
(who was eavesdropping on your plans earlier, in the form of an ow!). Roche isn't 
too happy about who ended Radovid's reign, but Ves (who is also fighting with 
you) wisely points out it is definitely time to leave (if she’s alive to take part in 
this quest) 


END: TO THE NORTH! TEMERIA! 


You reach the abandoned Theater of Madame Irina, where Thaler orders a toast 
to Temeria (which you can partake in or avoid). Thaler then reveals that a truce 
will occur the next day at noon; Emhyr will keep Aedirn and Lyria, in exchange for 
Radovid's head and a stop to guerilla activities, he will withdraw from Temeria 


‘Answer Thaler how you wish, until Dijkstra interrupts the conversation. It seems 
the power-hungry cripple wants more than the dregs of Novigrad to rule over, 
to the angry befuddlement of Thaler and Roche. These machinations aren't your 
concern, but they can be. You can: 


Tell Dijkstra you won't let him kill Roche, Thaler, and Ves. You are forced to fight 
six of Dijkstra's henchmen, before putting the sword into the double-crossing cur 
himself. Afterwards, Roche tells you to head to Vizima where you'll be received 
with honors. Nilfgaard eventually wins the war, Ciri may become Empress, AND: 


> Ending: Something Ends, Something Begins (II) affected. 
> Ending: Something Ends, Something Begins (I!) affected, 
> Side with Dijsktra, and you listen to the sounds of fighting within the Butcher's 
Yard theater, which lives up to its name. Roche, Thaler, and Ves are put to death, 
Dijsktra thanks you for your help, as he begins his attempts to rule as a bandit 
king, spreading his propaganda throughout Novigrad! 
Ending: Something Ends, Something Begins (It!) affected. 
> Fail to complete this quest, and Radovid eventually wins the war, fending off the 
forces of the emperor. 


Ending: Something Ends, Something Begins (Il) affected. 


TBATILE, PREPA RAT IC 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Final Preparations, Main Quest: Through 


Time and Space, Main Quest: The Sunstone, Main Quest: Veni Vidi 
Vigo, Main Quest: Child of the Elder Blood, Main Quest: Skjall’s Grave, 
Main Quest: On Thi 
Locations: Kaer Trolde Harbor 
Characters: Cirilla, Yennefer of Vengerberg, Triss Merigold, Avallac’h 


Ico 


THis series of quests begin once Main Quest: Though Time and Space has been 
completed. Expect some differences depending on your previous actions. / 


The new ruler of Skellige, and interactions at Kaer Trolde are different, depending on. 
/\ your previous actions: 


| During Secondary Quest: King’s Gambit, if you undertook the mission with 

| Cerys, she becomes the ruler. : 

\ > During Secondary Quest: King’s Gambit, if you undertook the mission with 
Hjatmar, he becomes the ruler. 


|| 4 tt you ignored Secondary Guest King's Gambit, Svanrige Bran becomes 
|) the rer 


| The first part of Main Quest: Sunstone, plays out differently depending on whether 
‘an An Craite or a Bran sits on the throne. ; 


| There are no more flirtatious conversations between you, Yennefer, or Triss. 
However, it you attempted the threesome, during Secondary Quest: It Takes Three to 

| Tango (y romancing both women throughout your adventure to that pint), you can 
|, speak to elther Yennefer, or Triss, or both, about this embarrassing and failed tryst. 


INITIAL PREPARATIONS 


f OBJECTIVES 


itis a few days after the events of Main Quest: Through Time and Space, and you 
are arriving in Skelige with Giri, Yennefer, Triss, Avallac’h, and a small coven of 
sorceresses 


Yennefer releases a raven and uncovers the whereabouts of His Imperial 
Majesty—a battle fleet is moored off the coast! From various conversations, you 
uncover the following 


* iri wants to find the Sunstone immediately. This powerful artifact was 
created so the Mountain Elves could summon the vessels of the Aen Elle. 
However, the Sunstone could be anywhere on any of the Skellige islands, 
You deem it necessary to speak to Ermion, as he’s likely to have clues to its 
whereabouts. This begins Main Quest: The Sunstone, 


E 
3 
5 
g 


Yenneter is keen on extricating a sorceress named Fringilla Vigo from the 
Emphyr's ship. She cannot teleport you aboard, and Triss’ plan of a full 
frontal assault is untenable. But if you were to board the ship under cover of 
darkness, and hand him the letter Yennefer gives you, the sorceress could be 
bartered for. This begins Main Quest: Veni Vidi Vigo. 


© Main Quest: Battle Preparations also continues. is simply a tracking quest, 
| updating both Main Quests: The Sunstone, and Veni Vidi Vigo. I finishes when both of 
these conclude. You may now begin either quest, in either order. 


|, described as you complete the related Quests later in this section. 
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Locations: Kaer Trolde Harbor, Holmstein Port, Kaer Muire, Bridge to 
Kaer Trolde, Arinbjorn, Eldberg Istand 4 

Characters: Donar an Hindar, Cerys an Craite, Hjalmar an Craite, 
Svanrige Bran, Udalryk, Crach an Craite; Ermion, Eyvind, 
Mattias Fish Lung, Philippa Eithart 

Enemies: Nil{gaardian Soldiers, Drowners 


THE EMPEROR'S TREATY: 
SKELLIGE ANSWERS 


| OBJECTIVES 


This quest commences in one of two ways: 


| * either Cerys or Hjaimar an Craite are rulers of Skeltige, Path 1 
‘occurs automatically. 


‘+ I Svanrige Bran is ruler of Skellige, Path 2 occurs automatically. 


PATH 1: THE FURY OF LUGOS 


“Madman” Loges 


Travel to the lookout at Kaer Trolde Harbor, adjacent to where your ship is 
moored. Crach is here, looking for the “black dogs in their rickety tubs” 

When you ask where Ermion is, you're told he’s visiting Madman Lugos to the 
south, as an An Craite on the throne is “chafing his arse.” Set off (via horse or 
boat) to Holmstein’s Port to the south of Ard Skellig. 


{tis a long slog up the hill from the shore to Kaer Muire, where Madman Lugos 
and Ermion are having a furious argument. Whether you accuse Lugos of treason 
for siding with the Nilfgaard, or try a more diplomatic approach, the lunatic isn’t 
listening to reason. He must be fought along with a group of his men, then other 
foes (usually alone) as you head to the gate. Stay close to Ermion (who helps 

‘out with some powerful magic), and methodically slay any Lugos warriors you 
encounter. Then slowly descend back down the mountain towards the safety of 
Holmstein (where there’s no news of your fight), and speak with Ermion there. 


PATH 2: THE BLOODY TREATY 


Travel to the Bridge to Kaer Trolde, and immediately cross it to the keep. You are 
‘met by an agitated Jarl Donar, furious about the state of negotiations between 
Skellige’s ruler and the Emphyr's emissary. Ask him what is going on, or that you 
wish to see Ermion. 


‘You head into the feast hall, where the imperial emissary, Lady Bima, and King 
Svanrige are meeting. Bima waves you away as unimportant. You stand near 
Crach, as Bima Bran says she wants to seal the treaty of surrender! A scowling 
Crach asks how much to take off her head. Answer how you wish. The emissary 
wants to hear the king himself surrender. Bina turns to her son, who steps over 
to the emissary, draws an axe, and Cleaves the emissary through the chest with 
it. It seems the deal is off! 


© Chaos grips the feast hall, Draw your weapon and immediately attack the 
emissary's bodyguards. There are nine Nilfgaardian soldiers to slay, though 
you have help from the Jarls and islanders 


MERGED PATH: 
TOP OF THE MOUNTAIN, BOTTOM OF THE SEA 


After the battle, you speak to Ermion, Ask about the 
‘Sunstone. Ermion has never found the artifact, but 
a skald named Eyvind who may help you, or a pearl 
diver Matthias Fish Lung. A visit to the area around 
Asinbjorn at the tip of the bay is your next plan. 


HAVING A WHALE OF A TIME 


OBJECTIVES. 


Ewind 


Travel (by boat, horse, or Fast-Travel) to the western tip of Ard Skellig, 

just south of Eldberg Isle, close to the village of Arinbjorn. Eyvind can be found 
‘on the western outskirts, on a drystone-walled peak overlooking the ocean, 
Eyvind is staring out to sea—not looking for Nilfgaardian ships, but a fabled 
white whale named Gevorg, Agree to watch for the whale together, while you 
ask him about elven ruins in Skellige. During the chat, the whale surfaces! 
However, Eyvind doesn't see it. You can 


‘> Try to tell him, but the whale disappears back into the ocean before he can gaze 
at the majesty of the animal. 


Don't tell him, and he never spots the animal, 


You tell him the elven ruins you seek are in the name of research, These are 
for either: 


* Attreatise on the Aen Seidhe under Ermion’s tutelage; Answer with this, and 
Eyvind distrusts both you and the druid, and refuses to give up the location of 
the ruins. 


* Oran adventure novel: Eyvind becomes excited, and hopes you'll use one 
of his song translations. Agree to this, and the ruin's location is revealed 
(and you need not visit the pear! diver). 


Time to leave, returning to Yennefer in Kaer Trolde Harbor if instructed, or find the 
pear! diver if you haven't been told the ruins location. 


DIVING FOR MORE THAN PEARLS 


L OBJECTIVES: 


Head to the cluster of promontory rocks making up Eldberg Isle, navigating 
across the ruined bridges (if traveling by land) and slaughtering a band of up to 
nine Dagr at camp you may stumble into. Or, if you're traveling by boat, moor 
it close to the upright stone obelisk on the eastern shore of the promontory. 
Anchored nearby is a small boat belonging to the pearl divers. Dive into the 
‘ocean yourself, and locate the jagged cave mouth underwater, swimming into 
a grotto. 


itis disappointing to see Mattias looting the corpse of a bloated soldier, but they 
assure you they only rob the Nilfgaardian dead, Speak to them about the bodies, 
the dangers of the sea, but be sure to ask about the elven ruins, They explain 
where itis, and that itis only accessible from the sea. Your chat is interrupted 
by more bloated bodies; these belonging to a a few Drowners. Quickly cull them, 
and then return to Yenneter in Kaer Trolde Harbor. 


ELVISH RUINS AND AVALLAC’H’S LAIR 


Philippa Ellhart 


ABOVE SUSPICION? 


OBJECTIVE: 


Ciri’s elven friend is waiting on your boat, moored in Kaer Trolde Harbor. You 
have a wealth of (purely optional) questions to ask him: About why he is helping 
Ciri (he sees her Elder Blood, a power that must be kept from Eredin). About 
Caranthir (he reared him into “a golden child”). About Ciri not needing his help 
‘soon (he won't force her into a life he wishes for her—can you say the same?). 


VENT_VIDI VIGO 


p OBJECTIVES: 


Return to Kaer Trolde Harbor where Yennefer, Triss, and Ciri are talking with the 
always obtuse Phillipa. Ciri reckons there's a site to find in Skellige, echoing your 
‘own investigations. It appears Avallac'h may be hiding something from you. 

You can agree (or not) that his failure to mention a laboratory when he was with 
Ciri could be deemed suspicious. The place is on a small isle between Undvik 
and Spikeroog. You tell them the Sunstone is on Ard Skellig inside a cavern along 
the coast. Philippa is more interested about the elven ruins and opens a portal, 
stepping through. Yennefer and Ciri set off to explore Avallac’h's laboratory. 

Triss stays in Kaer Trolde to keep an eye on Avallac’h, You now have the following 
objectives to complete as Main Quest: Child of the Elder Blood starts, and your 
current quests continue: 


f At this point, you can attempt any of these objectives in any order. However, to 

|! prevent contusion, itis usually best to complete the quests that you've had running 
for the longest time. So, try the following optimal route: | 

i 


|) Board your boat in Kaer Trolde Harbor, and quiz Avallac'h (Main Quest: 
Battle Preparations). 


Then complete Main Quest: Veni Vidi Vigo. 
F 


| Then complete Main Quest: The Sunstone. 
Then complete Main Quest: Child of the Elder Blood. 


BATTLE PREPARATIONS (CONTINULD) 


But most importantly, 
ask “How's Margarita?” 
(she is feeling better, 
and the sooner 

Eredin is brought 

here, the better). 

This is a completely 
optional objective. 


‘This quest starts just after you disembark from the boat after travelling to Ard Skellig, 
with Ciri, Yennefer, Triss, and the sorceresses. Itis also tracked by Main Quest: 
Battle Preparations. The best time to complete it is once you learn where the elven 
ruins are during Main Quest: The Sunstone, though it can be complet 
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SWIMMING, SNEAKING, SURRENDERING 


IBJECTIVES: 


The Emhyr's battle fleet is moored off the northeast shores of Undvik Isle 
(southwest of Ard Skellig). Manuever your way to the village by the Marlin Coast 
‘signpost, avoiding the fleet by boating around the ships at a distance. 

Come ashore, then study the vessels from the shoreline. Meditate until after 
nightfall and begin your surreptitious swim 


Stay on the surface 
and try to avoid lights. 
If you swim into the 
surface lights, you start 
to hear shouts from the 
soldiers, and crossbow 
shots into the water. 
Dive and swim under 
the boats. 


Peer through the murk until you find a lowered 
anchor, and head for this location. It must line up 
with the objective icon on your mini-map. If you 
need to surface, bob up just below the bow of the 
boat so you're shielded from the enemy fire. Dive 
down immediately. Grab the nchor of the Emphyr's 
ship, and climb aboard. You beg parley. 


You speak with the Emhyr who tolerates your 
mocking attitude (for now). If you didn't head to 

see the Emhyr during Main Quest: Blood on the 
Battlement, he asks where Ciri is (you can infuriate 
him and tell him “Zerrikania” or that she is close by). 
He also knows you want Fringilla, and makes it 
easy for you—Yennefer has already negotiated 

her freedom. 


ma Vigo 
The dimeritium shackles are removed, and Fringilla - 


ignores your suggestion at taking a boat back to the other sorceresses, 
forcing you to join her in portal travel. You appear back on Kaer Trolde Harbor, 
near Avallac’h, as this quest concludes. 


Sister Quests: Main Quest: Battle Preparations, Main Quest: Veni Vidi » 
Vigo, Main Quest: Child of the Elder Blood, Main Quest: Skjall's Grave 

Locations: Kaer Trolde Harbor, Ancient Crypt 

Characters: Philippa Eithart 

Enemies: Drowners, Siren, Golems, Wild Hunt Ghosts 


This quest continues just after Yennefer and Ciri teleport to Avaliac’h's laboratory 
(Main Quest: Child of the Elder Blood), and Philippa departs for the elven ruins 


{this quest). var oe ee eeates Seer 
OPENING THE DOOR OF FIALLAN 
| OBJECTIVES: : 


Travel by boat along the 
Jagged northern coast 
of Ard Skellig. There is 
but a single signpost— 
to an Ancient Crypt 
Moor your boat, and join 
Philippa at the sealed 
entrance. She removes 
the illusion from the 
entrance, and you walk 
into the ruins, speaking 
about Phitippa’s vision. 
After a winding tunnel 
is navigated, you hear 
noise ahead as you 
‘move into a larger 
cavern, complete with 
an ancient cowled 
statue of great size. 
Four drowners and a 
siren are guarding this place. Slaughter them! 


Head up the stairs by the statue, until there's a gap over a pit you can’t cross. 
Philippa levitates some stones to make a passage, allowing you access 
southwards, upwards and deeper into the ruins. 


: — ] 


THE SUNS TON ENCONTINUED) 


The talk changes to inter-party animosity. Continue to follow Philippa, stepping In 
front of her to tackle an incoming golem at the pathway crossroads. Continue up 
more steps, behind Philippa. 


You reach the door of 
Fiallan, a sentry of elven 
legend. To pass, a toll in 
the form of blood must 
be given. Tempting 
though spilling 
Philippa’s blood yourself 
might be, the sorceress 
cuts her palm herself, 
presses it against the 
door, and it opens. Once inside, Philippa engages you in conversation regarding 
Yennefer and the emperor. Answer her how you wish. Continue to follow Philippa 
until she reaches a cavern of mirrors. Laughing at your “ridicious bauble” (when 
your medallion doesn't vibrate), she launches an orb of light into a huge crystal 
on the ceiling. Then curtly orders you to shift the mirrors. 


MAKING LIGHT OF THE SITUATION 


, OBJECTIVES: _ 


This chamber features 
three mirrors that must 
be positioned correctly 
in order to reveal the 
Sunstone. This is easier 
than it looks, as you 
simply need to work 
your way to each mirror, 
and tum it once, so the 
beam is in the other 
direction to the one it was when you reached it. Access all three mirrors, pull 
each lever once, and beware Wild Hunt ghosts that may be guarding each of the 
‘mirrors during your positioning, 


Now return to where Philippa is standing, on a raised stone platform within this 
array chamber. She clutches the Sunstone, delaying your mission, and wanting 

(as expected) to talk about herself. She wants to speak to you about her future, 

‘Answer her how you wish. She seems to suggest she wishes to take Yennefer's 
place next to the emperor. Answer again to conclude this quest, and begin your 
trek to the island where Avallac’h was last spotted. 


CHILDIOF THE ELDER BLOOD — 


Sister Quests: Main Quest: Battle Preparations, Main Quest: Veni Vidi 
Quest: The Sunstone, Main Quest: Skjall’s Grave 

Locations: Kaer Trolde Harbor, Avallac’h’s Istand 

Characters: Yennefer of Vengerberg, Cirilla, Avallac’h’s Companion 

Enemies: Golems 


| This quest continues just after Yennefer and Ciri teleport to Avallac’h's laboratory 
(this quest), and Philippa departs for the elven ruins (the continuation of Main Quest: 


| ‘The Sunstone). 


Peer over your map 

of Skellige and locate 
the island Ciri had 
pinpointed as the place 
where Avallac’h's 
laboratory is said to be. 
Itis westward, between 
Undvik (to the south) 
and Spikeroog (to the 
northeast) Set sail for 
this uninhabited pair of rocks (or swim there if you're a maniac), and locate the 
cave entrance in the center of the land mass, between the two islands 


Yennefer and Giri 

are just beyond the 
entrance, attempting to 
‘open the door sealed 
with complicated magic, 
Yen's attempt to enter 
succeeds, but activates 
‘one of the lumbering 
golems which must be 
defeated. You have Citi's 
help with this task. Follow Yennefer into the laboratory, where you all inspect a 
umber of sketches of irl strewn on a desk. Ciri brushes off Yen's comments 
about Avallac'h being interested in more than just Cin's magic abilities 


THE AEN HEN ICHAER 


OBJECTIVES: 


Make a thorough 
inspection of this 
chamber, with your 
Witcher Senses picking 
up the following 


* Ascattering of 
sweets and candy 
on a table with a jug 
on it, Now speak 
with Yennefer 


© Aquick chat with Yennefer reveals that someone was just in this chamber. 


‘* Ahairbrush on a table indicates this to be more of a bedroom than 
a laboratory. 


Follow the corridor down the steps, and into a lower chamber: 


* Adesk has perfume on it, and a standard mirror (not a portal). You can speak 
with Ciri about this. 


© The largest surprise adorns the massive archway wall within this chamber. 
A genealogical chart of the Aen Hen Ichaer (or Elder Blood) from the start of 
the line to Ciri herself. It seems Avallac’h analyzed all the paths of Lara Dorren 
(the first), even those thought to be extinct. Tell Yennefer to look at the notes 
Avallac’h wrote, and you uncover a plan to cultivate a genetic mix ike Cir's, 
but without the human line. All attempts failed. 


Head to the door on the opposite wall of this chamber. If you don’t head there, 
Yennefer notices someone on the other side. 


Open the door, and enter what appears to be 
Avallac'h’s bedroom. You interrupt a she-elf combing 
her hair. Avallac’h's lover demands you leave, until 
she sees Ciri, and tells you she remembers her from 
Tir Na Lia. Answer her how you wish, This doesn’t 
help the situation—the she-elf tells you Avallac'h 
mentioned Ciri shares Lara's features, but not her 
skill and intellect. Avaliac’h told the she-elf he 

was following Ciri to save her, every time she did 
something stupid. She treats Ciri with contempt, hinting that Avallac'h is using Ciri 

for another task. Answer how you wish. She calls Ciri a degenerate half-breed, ke 


Avaltac't’s Companion 


You are about to make one of the five most important choices in your adventure, and 
cone that has direct consequences on the Ending, and the fate of Cir! If you wish to 
\_ know more, reference the Endings section of this strategy guide (page 276). 
Ciri is furious, and 
wants to ransack 
Avallac'h’s laboratory, 
Respond wit: 


“Go forit” 

You push over a 
bottle. Cirl cracks a 
smile. You encourage 
Cirl to throw a 
tantrum in the 
laboratory, venting her frustrations out on the furniture and assorted objects, 
This makes Ciri stronger. 


Ciri's Fate (4 of 5): Positive Choice (+1) 


“Calm down. 
‘You spend a few 
‘moments calming 
Ciri down, speaking 
of her great gift. 
Then you fasten Lara 
Dorren's necklace 
around Citi's neck. 
Ciri leaves the 
laboratory, weakened 
in her resolve. 


CRITICAL PATH 


Ciri's Fate (4 of 5): Negative Choice (-1) 


TE OF THE 


ALLOW: CHOICE 


You are about to make one of the five most important choices in your adventure, and 
one that has direct consequences on the Ending, and the fate of Ciri I you wish to 
\_ know more, reference the Endings section of this quide (page 276). 
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Outside, Ciri says she 
would like.to go to 
Hindarsfjall and meet 
Skjall, the boy who 
saved her from the 
Wild Hunt. Yennefer 
tells her Skjall is dead. 
A sorrowful Ciri now 
wants to visit his grave. 
Respond with: 


“Yeah, I'l go with you.” You encourage Cir to say her final goodbyes to the fallen 
‘Skjall, and perhaps give him the hero's burial he was denied. Yennefer opens a 
Portal, and you both teleport to Hindarsfjall, Main Quest: Skjall's Grave begins, 
‘and Cirl is stronger. 


Ciri's Fate (5 of 5): Positive Choice (+1) 


Locations: Avatlac’h’s Istand, Lofoten Cemetery (Hindarsfjatt), 
Skjall’s Grave 
Characters: Ciri, Skjall, Hindarsfjalt Villagers 


CRAVEN NO MORE 


| OBJECTIVE 


Citi is stil seething 
after her encounter 
with the she-el. 

But she isn’t ready 

to return to Avallac'h 
yet. She seeks the 
whereabouts of a young 
man named Skjall, 
whom she met on 
Hindarsfall. The bad 
‘news just Keeps coming, Citi is informed Skjall is dead, She softly asks whether 
you could accompany her to his grave. Agree to continue this quest, or refuse to 
ignore this quest. Yennefer opens a portal to Hindarsfjall. Use it, or meet Ciri there 
under your own steam. 


Visit the isle of Hindarsfjall, and locate Lofoten Cemetery. After scouring the 
graves looking for Skjall's headstone, answer how you wish, but the grave 
Cannot be found, Cir is suddenly gripped by fury. Surely the villagers wouldn't 
have left Skjall to rot in the sheep pit beyond the village? She sets off to find out, 
and you discover the remains of Skjall, given a craven's grave. 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Battle Preparations, 
Main Quest: Tedd Deireadh, The Final Age i 

Locations: Martin Coast (Undvik), Nilfgaardian Camp, Naglfar Ship 

Characters: Margarita Laux Antille, Triss Merigold, Philippa Eithart, 


Fringilla Vigo, Yennefer of Vengerberg, Cirilla, Avallac’h, 


Crach an Craite 
Enemies: Hounds of the Wild Hunt, Wild Hunt Warriors, Carathir, 
Ice Elementals, Eredin 


“No time.” Although 
you understand 

she wishes to pay 
her respects to the 
“Craven” one, there 
simply isn't time to 
waste journeying 

to Hindarsfjall. The 
Wild Hunt must be 
stopped now! Main 
Quest: Skjall’s Grave isn't available, and Ciri is weakened by your choice. 


Ciri's Fate (5 of 5): Negative Choice (-1) 


OBJECTIVE 


SPOILER ALERT XK 


U 


disturbed by a band of villagers annoyed at your defiance of the elders’ writ. 
You can: 


‘© Tell them to quiet down, 
‘Tell them their laws don’t bind you. 


Either utterance, coupled with Ciri's instance on a furious vengeance if the grave 
is disturbed, keep the townsfolk from desecrating the grave. At least in death, 
Skjall’s honor is saved. Now you must return to the ship in Kaer Trolde—either 
together instantly, or separately—as this quest concludes. 


END: BATTLE PREPARATIONS: TO WAR! 


OBJECTIVE 


Return to the ship moored in Kaer Trolde harbor, and speak with Avallac'h. 
In addition to any questions you didn't ask him earlier (when you thought he was 
hiding something), you can talk about the following: 


‘About using the Sunstone: Confide that you are worried Eredin will figure out 
where they are when the artifact is used. Avallac’h tells you the signal may 
be changed so Eredin won't know where itis emitted from, Oh, and there are 
other artifacts that could have been used. 


‘About your visit to his laboratory; He says his work isn’t important any more, 
and it was to protect Ciri and others that carry the blood. Mention the she-elf, 
and Avallac’h refuses to discuss his feelings to her or Cir 


That everything is ready, and the ship can sail to Undvik. You can choose to 
automatically reach there (and begin Main Quest: On Thin Ice), or prepare for 
the confronation with Eredin first. Then all these related quests conclude. 


SPOILER ALERT KKK 


| GIVE YOU MY HEART. BUT I SHALL TAKE 
YOUR HEAD. 


OBJECTIVE 


Journey to Undvik Isle, and disembark at Marlin Coast (signpost) with the 
wrecks of various boats lying all around. Enter the Nilfgaardian camp, and 
you're ushered into a tent where battle plans are being hatched. A full coven of 
sorceresses is here. Margarita Laux Antille, Triss (if she didn’t leave for Kovir), 
Philippa, Fringilla Vigo, and Yennefer stand around a table, with Ciri watching 
from the side. Avallac’h explains he will activate the Sunstone, hoping Caranthir 
will answer. The Wild Hunt's ship (the Nagifar) should then appear. 


Time your rolls to 
occur just prior to the 
projectiles striking you. 
Make brief checks of 
your mini-map when 
Caranthir teleports, 

so you can quickly tum 
to face him. 


When he reaches 
around half his health, 
he summons a great slab of ice, which transform into an ice elemental, With Igni, 
talent, good dodge timing, and positioning yourself away from Caranthir so his 
projectiles actually strike this golem (protecting you in the process!) you're able 
to remove these threats. 


The sorceresses shall prevent the shio from returning to the world of the 


Aen Elle, while the imperials block it physically. The sorceresses set out to Caranthir's projectiles are supplemented by a trio of orbs, one after the other. 
their clifftop positions, while Ciri protests at being left “at a safe distance.” Roll and dodge them, and when slicing at your foe, make only three or four 
Answer how you wish strikes before backing off, or you may be caught after he teleports and launches 


‘© Then agree to join Avaliac’h, heading to battle at once. troleciieg ett 


At around 5-10 percent of his health, Caranthir likely summons another ice 
elemental. You may be tempted to ignore this foe and concentrate on killing 
Caranthir, which is a worthwhile plan, as long as you avoid the elemental's 
attacks, and a second elemental summoned shortly afterwards, 


* Or join him later, look around camp, overhear soldier conversations, and 
‘commence any final preparations. Then join him at the Nilfgaardian ship at 
the pier 


) OBJECTIVE a : KILLING CARANTHIR: BATTLE-TESTED TACTICS 


There are two parts to this fight, beginning with Ciri. Caranthir attempts to 
engage in melee combat against the swordswoman, but as you are by now very 
familiar with, she is incredibly skilled and powerful. Rush him down and slash 
away with her sword. 


The Sunstone is 

Used and the Nagitar 
appears from a rift. 

The sorceresses begin 
their spell. You travel 
aboard the Nilfgaardian 
ship, until the riders of 
the Hunt cast a spell 
that freezes the water, Once you deal enough damage to Caranthir as Cir, an impressive cutscene plays 
forcing you to search for out, with Ciri ending the spell Caranthir has been maintaining, After more drama 
the Naglfar on foot. Back at the harbor, Avallac’h sees this trap, and urges Cri to _ unfolds, Geralt arrives to finish off the Wild Hunt sorcerer. 

find the mage that cast the spell, and destroy his staff. 


He teleports when he takes enough damage, usually far enough away from Cirl | 
that she cannot reach him during her lunging sword strikes. You can either sprint 
over to him to continue the offensive, or use Cin's teleport slash to reach him even 

faster. Beware that Caranthir can also teleport directly behind Ciri fora surprise 

attack, but this can easily be countered with a fast attack or the teleport slash, 


You are Ciri, Utilize your Charge attack and sword strikes to cut through six Wild 
Hunt warriors and around a dozen hounds of the Wild Hunt with relative ease. 
The fight looks daunting, but isn't. Slice through the enemy troops as you head 
roughly north along the ice, onto the frozen shore and then out across an icy 
promontory towards the Nagifar itself. Expect to make short work of around 

12 more warriors before you reach a large icy plateau—an arena where the 
dreaded Caranthir awaits, 


Caranthir steps up his efforts to defend himself with Geralt on the scene. 

One of his new attacks is to summon five lances of light over his head, and after 
a short delay he will fire them en masse at the Witcher. Should he be struck 

by this barrage, Geralt will be partially frozen, slowing him down and making it 


CRITICAL PATH 


You are Ciri, Begin to utilize your "Charge and Slash” technique against Caranthir 


itworks very well and, with some deft dodging, you're able to white his heath __""arder to avoid other attacks 
down, But then he begins to teleport out of your blade's range. Darting in and _—_Caranthir can also fire singular bots of this powerful ice magic in fairly quick 
out of existence, you clash and a massive explosion rocks the shoreline. succession at Geral. Roll to evade these targeted spells. 


You're knocked out, but blink out of Caranthir's gauntlet before he can grab you. 


Garlt now removes ts io gab end drops down Int the ioe arena En garde! AS Wen he fought Ci, Caranthir teleport after sustaining damage ftom Geral 


After teleporting, he will use either version of his ice bolts, Work your way to 
I GIVE YOU MY BLADE Caranthir as quickly as possible to attack him, lest he teleports again. Striking 


YOU BETTER END UP DEAD! him as he is preparing his ice bolts will cancel his attacks. 


‘As you wear Caranthir down, he will begin summoning ice elementals into the 

arena, He is vulnerable during the summoning, so take that opportunity to hit 

him as much as possible before switching your focus to the ice elementals. Use 

Dimeritium Bombs on the elementals to help weaken them, but don't forget that 

Caranthir will still be firing his magic at Geralt. You'll have to be mindful of his 

Let battle begin! Close the gap between you and Caranthir by dashing forwards, attacks, while also dealing with the ice elementals own abilities. Try to get rid of the 

then rolling to the sides to avoid his quintet of icy orbs, or his single projectile thrusts. elementals first before returning your attention to Caranthir. if you allow multiple 

elementals to be summoned, it will be that much harder to address the sorcerer. 273 
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This can be a punishing 
‘and long fight to deal 
with, so stay focused 

‘on limiting the amount 
of harm Geralt endures, 
‘Once you do manage 

to defeat Caranthir, 

he attempts one last 
suicidal attack on the 
Witcher, teleporting both 
himself and Geralt into the waters beneath the ice. Swim for the surface as fast 
as you can to avoid drowning! 


Caranthir attacks with the following: 


ce shards conjured from a long distance. A few shards cast all at once, or a number 
one after another. 


He summons ice elementals to act as bodyguard. 

At close quarters, he casts a spell to toughen his armor with ice. 
He also teleports to gain a better position on you. 

Caranthir should be beaten with the following techniques: 


‘Movement: At long range, dodge the ice shards easily. Then charge in between his 
Spells. Use Fleet Footed to avoid incoming damage. 


Signs; Use Quick Quen to ignore the multiple shards, an Alternative Quen to absorb 
incoming shards (if they are coming one after another). Caranthir's ice armor can be 
‘melted with Igni; save your Stamina (or Adrenaline) so you can cast it. 


‘Aichomy: Fight aggressively, and if you're hit use Swallow and Whie Rattard’s 
Decoction to replenish your health. Elemental Oil helps up the damage you inflict. 


ce Elementals: These can be kept alive, and used as cover from Caranthir’s ice 
‘shards. These foes are slow, so slash at them to increase your Adrenaline points. 


Finish him off; Caranthir teleports as soon as you begin to deal damage, so use 
‘Thunderbolt and heavy attacks to maximize your effectiveness, 


BEARING THE BRUNT OF THE WILD HUNT 


OBJECTIVES: 


With a sliver of health left, you plunge your sword into Caranthir, who collapses, 
grabs your ankle, and teleports beneath the ice. After kicking free, immediately 
swim upwards, Failure leads to death. As you grab an ice flow, you see Ciri's 
stumble into a portal. When you're able, rush up the ridge to the northeast, 

then drop down and lead the charge with a group of Skelligers to slay a trio of 
hounds. More appear, so be ready for them, 


Jari Udalryk is also here, fighting valiantly. 


® His comments are different depending on whether you helped him during 
Secondary Quest: Possession. 


Rush aboard the flaming Nifgaardian ship, delivering sharp justice to up to 

five warriors as you progress to the ship's wheel. Leap off the vessel heading 
northeast, onto an ice flow. Kill two more warriors and four more hounds with the 
help of Skelligers and some Nilfgaardian soldiers. Then head north, boarding the 
Nagifar and bearing witness to Crach an Craite's valiant battle at the hands of 
Eredin. At this point, Hjalmar makes an appearance: 


I he is alive (you finished the Cian An Craite Quests), a burning Nilfgaardian 
‘soldier breaks down the burning cabin doors, and dies at your feet. A cheerful 
Hialmar follows out afterwards. 


# It Hialmar is dead, a skellige soldier follows out afterwards. 


Begin your battle with the leader of the Wild Hunt, watching for his almost 
Instantaneous teleport. Roll or quickly sidestep as soon as you see this occur 
then perfect your parrying and then counter-striking. Patience is key here. 
Swift retaliation, the odd in-and-out stabs are better than lengthy attempts at 
combination strikes. Expect heavy loss of health if you're struck. After whittling 
his health down a quarter, Eredin opens a portal, and throws you into a plateau 
on the cliffs atop Undvik! 


At this point, he adds a single, a trio, and a set of six fast ground waves— 
‘these must be dodged. Then expect him to blink away from you, summon an 
orb close by that saps your health. Flee from the orb, and close the gap before 
dealing more quick strikes. Should Eredin be clad in ice, use Igni to melt it so 
your attacks have more potency. Back up and avoid his series of strong attacks, 
‘retaliating with a well-timed strike at the end of Eredin's last swing. 


KILLING EREDIN: BATTLE-TESTED TACTICS 


The battle against the 
Wild Hunt overlord 
begins with him 
taunting you. Take that 
time to duck into your 
items menu and use 
potions that will help 
you stay in the fight. 
Tawny Oil, Swallow, and 
Full Moon are all good 
choices if you've made the higher quality brews. Blizzard is also a good potion 
for the fight. Eredin’s swordplay can be difficult to parry or counter-attack 


The first phase of the fight can be very short, depending on your skill and your 
gear. Eredin hits quite hard even against a well-armored Witcher. Eredin's 
defenses are quite stiff. Reckless attacking will only serve to get you killed when 
he inevitably counterattacks one of your swings. When he has his sword up in a 
defensive stance, he will block your attacks unless you manage to flank him 


Like Ciri, Eredin can teleport. He appears behind Geralt to try and score a fatal 
series of sword strikes, Roll away from him in those circumstances, it's possible 
a simple dodge will not get you out of range. 


Facing Eredin head on is a dangerous proposition, Not only is he a skilled 
defender with his sword, he is more than a match on the offense. His strikes 
come fast enough that it is almost completely unsafe to attempt heavy strikes 
unless it is after a counter-attack and he is temporarily off balance. If you cannot 
perform counters, parry or roll out of the way. 


Watch for him to raise his sword overhead with both hands. This attack cannot 
be parried or countered, only evaded. The attack comes quickly, and can be done 
in the middie of his sword combos, after a teleport, or after he counters Geralt, 


= 


The key to fighting 
Eredin, at any point 

in the fight, is to 

dodge or parry any 
melee attacks, while 
remaining close enough 
to score a heavy strike 
when the opening 
presents itself. This is, 

a fight won by inches, 
blow by blow. Getting greedy can be extremely painful for you, 


Watch out for him to try backhanding or kicking Geralt. These attacks cannot be 
parried or countered, and if they land will stun the Witcher long enough that he 
‘may not be able to roll or dodge the follow-up sword slashes. 


After losing roughly a quarter of his Vitality, Eredin creates a portal and sends 
Geralt and himself to a clifftop arena. This marks the beginning of the second, 
and most difficult phase of the battle 


In addition to his melee prowess, Eredin gains several new attacks In this 
arena. The first is the ability to fire shockwaves from his sword. This is often 
telegraphed by him teleporting to a far point in the area, and holding his sword 
overhead. He fires one shockwave first, then three waves in a fan pattern, 
followed by five. i's a simple matter of running around Eredin to evade the 
attack, but if you are too far away, the last set of shockwaves can be hard to 
evade. Use the delay between each attack to close in and score a hit. 


After a teleport, Eredin can also call down a storm of ice-laden meteors. Stay on 
the move, and avoid the projected impact zones, appearing as a patch of ground 
glowing brighter that the rest. If you get hit, you will be partially frozen and move 
much slower, making it more likely that you suffer multiple hits. You can run 

up to Eredin while he channels this spell, and get him to hurt himself with the 
meteors for a good amount of damage. This immediately cancels the spell, 

and leaves him open for an attack 


His final new attack is the ability to summon magical spheres at Geralt's feet, 
which explode after a short delay. As with the meteors, getting harmed by this 
will partially freeze Geralt and make him much slower on his feet. Keep moving, 
ideally towards Eredin, and land a heavy strike to cancel the spell. 


After Eredin falls below a third of his total Vitality, he taunts Geralt again, and 
he becomes significantly more aggressive. Remain calm, and continue to 
concentrate on minimizing how much he hits you, while scoring hits whenever 
he presents the opportunity. 


Just before defeat, Eredin will open a portal back to the ship the fight began on, 
presumably to try and leave Geralt stranded on the cliff top above the shores of 
the Marlin Coast. Follow the elf back through the portal, and finish him off! 


END: COLD CONTEMPT 


When Eredin is almost brought down, he vanishes in an arched portal. Head 
through, appearing back on the Nagifar. After a few more well-placed slashes, 
you better Eredin in combat. Slumped and without his mask, he tells you Avallac’h 
has tricked you both—and has made off with Cirlla! As hounds bound up onto 
the deck, you're grabbed by Yennefer, and sucked back into her portal. The quest 
concludes, and Main Quest: Tedd Delreadh, The Final Age immediately begins. 


ADH, THE FINAL AGE 


Strange portals appear, 
and you must quickly 


Related Quests: Main Quest: On Thin Ice 
Locations: Martin Coast (Undvik}, Nitf{gaardian Camp, Tor Gvalchca 
Characters: Yennefer of Vengerberg, Avallac’h, Ciritla 


Enemies: Mountain Giants, Cyclopses, Forktaits, Hounds of the Wild Hunt 


THE CONJUNCTION OF SPHERES HAS BEGUN 


| OBJECTIVE 


You return back at the 
Nilfgaardian Camp 

in Undvik. The sky 
crackles with furious 
‘energy. A gate between 
worlds is forming, and 
you must reach the 
distant Tor Gvaich'ca 
(tower), and stop 
Avallac’h before itis 
too late. Ask Yennefer what to expect if you like (her response isn't the most 
optimistic), Then set off with Yennefer. Head southeast, through the giant's 
gate, dashing past the huge disintegrating ship and following the path around 
to the west. Avoid any falling fire by giving it a wide berth. Whistle for Roach at 
Hjalmar's old camp—now a Nilfgaardian outpost. 


“AND GIANTS SHALL FACE GIANTS IN BATTLE...” 


Wait for Yennefer 

and gallop after her 
steed, racing between 
fearsome ice giants, 
earth elementals, and 
forktalls. Though you 
can stop to fight them 
(usually resulting in 
your death), time is of 
the essense. Maneuver 
through the pitched batties with these behemoths. Fire from the heavens scorches 
the earth. 


Udi TTLE TACTICS 


Eredin attacks with the following: 

‘Swords: He is adept at swordplay, enhanced by the Wild Hunt's magic. He can 
perform long combos, block your attacks and Signs, and can easily counter you and 
strike back viciously afterwards, 


Teleports: He uses a short teleport to overpower your mobility. He gains ice armor 
every time he employs this technique. Once damaged, he drags you through a portal 
toa large arena. 

‘Spells: On the cliff top arena, he uses three spells to defeat you: a single slashing 
wave of power, 2 multiple stash wave of power, and a rain of ice shards, 


Eredin should be beaten with the following techniques: 


‘Signs: Melt his ice armor with Ign. Eredin can block your channeled igni, but cannot 
perform any other action during this time, buying you some time to replenish your 
health with food or potions. Use Yrden to weaken Eredin's mobility. 

‘Swordplay: Eredin’s tong combos are deadly, so hold your guard and wait for a good 
‘opportunity to strike. 

Bombs: Samum is a low risk, high reward strategy; a well-timed throw lets you 
utilize a few extra attacks as Eredin staggers from the explosion. 

Dodge Eredin's spelts with swift movement, retreating, and Quen. The rain of shards 
is both chaotic and dangerous, s0 look for shadows of incoming shards and move 
‘away from them, 

Finish him off: When Eredin is low on health, he desperately casts rain of ico shards and 
‘escapes through the portal; waste no time following him, and dodging any fast shards. 


climb the frosted 
mountain path, to slain 
Nitfgaardian soldiers. The 
White Frost is upon you! 


Dismount, climb the 
rocks, and wait for 
Yennefer to cast her 
shielding spell. Follow her within the protective dome of this incantation, up the 
steps and slay a hound of the Wild Hunt. Pass by some caves as the great tower 
looms ahead of you. Defeat another hound on the snowy cliff path, then continue 
to the foot of the tower, where Avallac’h has erected a magical barricade, 
Yennefer makes a tear through the barrier, and you run through. 


THE WILD HUNT ARE DEFEATED. 
THE WHITE FROST IS NOT. 


| OBJECTIVE 


Head roughly north up the winding steps and steep path of Tor Gvaich'ca, and 
into the central summoning circle where Avallac’h is, You tell him to draw his 
weapon, but he throws it away. You can: 


# Tell him you're not falling for that. 
‘© Toll him that won't spare him. 


The outcome is the same: Ciri appears to prove Avaliac’h isn't the threat 
you deem him to be. She aims to enter the tower. Answer her how you wish 
regarding this plan. She aims to rid the world of the White Frost. You have four 
conversation choices. Answer her how you wish (and choose from a second four 
choices with a timer), as she steps forward into the tower despite any protests, 
Her fate now resides in your past choices, as this quest concludes, and one of 
three Epilogues commences. 
FATE OF THE S 


THE EN 


DOFCIRI 


ALLOW 


‘The five most important choices you made in your adventure now influence the fate 
of Cirilla as she battles the White Frost. If you wish to know more, reference the 
Endings section of this tome (page 276). 
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OVERVIEW 


EPILOGUBANDIENDINGS 


The following information is SPOILER HEAVY, and reveals how to obtain each of the three playable Epilogues to the Critical Path Main Quests, as well as every 


possible ending 
DANGER ALERT 


SOMETH ING ENDS. S 


Location: The Orphans of Crookbag Bog 
Characters: Berem 
Enemies: Peasants, Wild Dogs, Water Hag, Grave Hags, Weavess 


b = — 
‘This conclusion of your Wild Hunt occurs if you made three of the previous five 
choices during your adventure: 


| D> during Acti: Main Quest: Blood on the Battlefield, you chose to drink with 

| Ciri instead of engaging in a snowball fight. 

} D> Ourog Act: Man aust Blood om the Battal yon choos ta tka cola 
from Emhyr when visiting with Ciri, instead of refusing it. 

| D> During Act il: Main Quest: Final Preparations, you decided to talk to the 

| Lodge of Sorceresses instead of letting Ciri go in alone. 


‘During Act Iit; Main Quest: Battle Preparations, you gave Ciri Lara Dorren's 
| necklace instead of letting her ransack Avallac’h’s laboratory. 


| > During Act Ili: Main Quest: Battle Preparations, you refused to let Cir visit 
| Skjal's grave on Hindarsfall 


LAMENT FOR A SLAIN SWALLOW 


OBJECTIVE 


Berem 


{tis late in the evening as you slog your way through the muck of Crookback 
Bog. There is a murderous intent shining in your eyes. Head east to reach 

the werewolf, He seems to be resigned to his fate, telling you the swamp is 
poisoned, and he has no strength to hunt humans. You ask about the crone, The 
one that stole your dead daughter's medallion. Then you give the beast a choice: 


“No”: A quick death, in combat against you. The werewolf and you engage in a 
Vicious battle, This quest then skips to locating the crone you seek. 


“There's one”: A sparing of life, of the werewolf that now helps you. Follow the 
werewolf roughly northwards, until Berem senses a wolf... and men. 


j OBJECTIVES: 


The men have caught a she-wolf. They mean to kill her for sport. One of the 
hunters is missing an ear. Answer the hunters as you wish. They refuse to speak 
of the crone or free the she-wolf. 


= : SPOILER ALERT XXX 
METHINGIBEGINS(IEe 


‘> After belting the 
earless one on his 
arse, a fracas begins. 
‘Stay all ten hunters, 
and two wild dogs 
they set upon you. 
Berem claws at these 
Peasant too, and 
victory is assured, 


# Telling them it's none of your business. You leave them to torture the she-wolf, 
and continue deeper into the bog with Berem. 


You finish off your final foe, and Berem mentions one of the she-wolt's cubs has 
survived. You remain unmoved (but fleet of foot) there is no time to save the cub. 
Continue east across the great swamp, following Berem. You may have to tackle 
water hag, but the familiar pathways leading to Crookbag Bog Orphans’ Village 
soon appear. You dismiss Berem, telling him to rescue that cub. He must flee. 


DESPAIR DEVOURS YOU, AS MAGGOTS 
DEVOUR A CORPSE 


| OBJECTIVE 


ACING TH E'GRONPALONE 


{you killed the werewolt, simply head east through the swamp to the Orphan's 
Village within Crookbag Bog, and face the crone alone. 


Weavess 


The last of the crones speaks to her dead sisters, vowing revenge. You reach 
her home, and coax her away from the tapestry. She mocks your dead daughter, 
and her accursed blood. When battle commences, prepare to face Weavess, two 
drowners, a water hag, and a grave hag. Concentrate on the crone, watching for 
her transforming disappearance into a flock of crows. 


You cut the head from the last of the Ladies of the Wood. The shrine room is 
ransacked, until a small box containing Ciri’s Wolf Medallion is found. You sit, 
head in your hands, as the sun finally sets over Temeria. 


This quest now concludes. After the Credits roll, you can continue to complete some, 
but not all Secondary Quests, though the Main Quest has now finished, 


ITEM: Quest item: 


This conclusion of your Wild Hunt occurs if you made three of the previous five 


choices during your adventure: z! 
> During Act ll; Main Ques: Blo on te Bate you chose tw enage ina 
‘snowball | fight instead of drinking with Ciri, * 


\> During Act i: Main Quest: Blood on the Battlefield, you retused to take coin 
| trom Embye when visiting with Cir, instead of taking it 


| D> During Acti: Main Quest: Final Preparations, you decided to let Cir talk to 
| ___ the Lodge of Sorceresses alone instead of going with her. 


\> During Act Il: Main Quest: Battle Preparations, you allowed Ciri to ransack | 
|| Avaliac’n's laboratory instead of giving her Lara Dorren’s necklace. 7 
| 


| D> During Act ti: Main Quest: Battle Preparations, you made time to visit Skjall's 
‘grave on Hindarsfall, instead of refusing Girl's request. 
it you made three or more negative choices, Cri is dead, and Something Ends, 
|} Something Begins () occurs instead, 


For this ending, the following must also occur: 


{ 

1 

| 

| 

> During Act I Main Quest: Blood on the Battlefield, you agreed to visit Vizima 
‘and presented Ciri to Emhyr, | 

! | D> During Acti, you completed The Assassins’ Quests (Secondary Quest: An Eye for ‘| 
‘an Eye, Secondary Quest: A Deadly Plot, and Secondary Quest: Redania's Most 
Wanted), and during Act IM you completed Secondary Quest: Reason of State, 
killed King Radovid, and sided with Vernon Roche. Subsequently, the emperor 
‘nd Nilfgaardian army won the war over the Redanians and 


THE IMPATIENT HUNTRESS 


y OBJECTIVE 


A few months have passed. Dandelion and Zoltan are making merry in the White 
Orchard tavern, chorting about past conquests. You refuse a flagon of hooch, 
since you promised you'd be at the huntsman's cottage. 


‘Ifyou are romantically involved with Triss Merigold, she joins in the revelry at the 
tavern table, 


Ifyou are romantically involved with Yennefer of Vengerberg, she smiles at the 
festivities from the tavern table. 


® If you have no romantic entanglements at this point, there is an empty chair at 
the tavern table. 


Time has passed, and itis chilly out.A thin blanket of soft snow shrouds the 
roads and thatched rooftops. A peasant is having trouble with his horse. Aid 

him (Secondary Quest: Faithful Friend, see page 205), or continue. You pass a 
peasant in the village. You might stop by for some of his wife's pie later. Head 
‘oughly westward, out of the village, toward the hunter's cottage on the outskirts 
Mislav is outside, tanning a hide. He tells you “she” is eager to roam the fields, 
and learn the ways of the hunter. But she is too impatient. 


_ OBJECTIVES: 


Your daughter is over yonder—roughly westward across the frozen pasture, 
She sits atop a small cluster of boulders, staring into the snow, She seems a 
litle melancholy, and isn't up to snaring rabbits. She wants to see the griffin's 
nest—the one you found many months ago. Answer her how you wish, before 
you set off 


Follow the path south and begin to climb the stone ledges leading up to the 
oriffin’s lair. Leap the crevasse, and you reach the nest at the brow of the hill. You 
warn Ciri to take care, but she refrains from listening, This is to her detriment, as 
a forktail has taken up refuge in this nest, and charges you both! Slay the forktall 
‘Afterwards, you warn Ciri of her narrow escape, but she seems not to care, She's 
frustrated by something. You offer to go fishing, 


VESEMIR’S TECHNIQUE 


| OBJEC TIVES 


Travel northeast, 
passing through the 
Abandoned Village 
where you fought 

the noonwraith. Just 
beyond, down the slope, 
is an iced-over lake 
where a bear is pawing 
for pollack. You plan to 
scare the animal of. 
This is achieved by either staying it, or frightening it with a bomb or a 
crossbow bolt 


Without rods, fishing could be difficult. But you've a litle trick to show Cir, 
‘Something Vesemir might have taught you a long time ago. .. Choose a bomb, 
aim and lob it into the fishing hole, and wait for the explosion, The hole cracks 
‘open, and four pollack are blown up and onto the ice. Gather them all up, using 
your Witcher Senses if you can't immediately find one. 


g 
3 
5 
g 
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YOU'LL BE FINE. You" RE AWITCHER. 


| OBJECTIVE 


Follow Ciri as you walk through the woods on this cold, crisp morning. You speak 
of past exploits and Ciri remarks that you never gave her the piggyback ride that 
she was promised. She jumps on your back. You dash around and both fall to the 
‘snow, laughing. It is time to head back, Follow Ciri in a vaguely northem path, 
recounting her youth at Kaer Morhen. Past the white orchards. 


Ciri almost managed to forget today was the day. She rides to Nilfgaard. To 

her father, Emhyr. Today is the time for Ciri to stop running. If she wishes to 
enact change, it must be from a throne; not hunting monsters around forgotten 
villages. Ask her if this was her choice, and that you could have been told, then 
ask if this is what she wants. It is. You can answer her how you wish, before she 
hands over her sword, and gives you a long hug. Then she joins the Nilfgaardian 
company as they set off to crown a new empress. 


This conclusion of your Wild Hunt occurs if you made two or more of the previous 
four choices during your adventure: 


D> During Act i: Main Quest: Blood on the Battlefield, you chose to engage in a ; 
snow fight instead of drinking with Cir 


> During Act I; ‘Main Quest: Final Preparations, you decided to let Citak to. 
the Lodge of Sorceresses alone instead of going with her. 


D during Act m: Mats Gaeet Bat Propartonn you aiowed Gxt io Fsseoel 
Avallac’h's laboratory instead of giving her Lara Dorren's necklace. 


' > During Act tl: Main Quest: Battle Preparations, you made time to visit Skjall's | 
grave on Hindarsfjal, instead of refusing Ciri's request. 


It you made three or more negative choices, Cirl is dead, and Something Ends, 
‘Something Begins (1) occurs instead. 


For this ending, the following must also occur: 


> During Act: Main Quest: Blood on the Batted, you made sure not to vist 
Vizima and did not present Ciri to Emhyr. 


| > Or if the Nilfgaard lost the war, and either Radovid lives, or Dijsktra 
rules Redania. 


‘Thore are three variations to this ending. The first two require the following: During 
‘Act Il, you must have completed The Assassins’ Quests (Secondary Quest: An Eye 
for an Eye, Secondary Quest: A Deadly Plot, and Secondary Quest: Redania's Most 
|| Wanted); and during Act ii, you must have completed Secondary Quest: Reason of 
|, State. How this quest ended influences this ending: 7 


"> ttyou killed King Radovid and sided with Vernon Roche and Thaler against 
Dijkstra, the Nilfgaardians rule over this land. The emperor moves his troops 

| from Vizima Patace, leave this land, and free Temerian troops reciaim it 
peacefully, This is Ending Il! (1). 

> Ifyou killed King Radovid and sided with Dijkstra against Vernon Roche and 

| ‘Thaler, Dijkstra rules over this land. He isn’t a violent despot, but his troops 

i 


are seeking clues of conspiracy, driving spies and enemies of the crown 
} away from the land. This is Ending itt (i. . 


|, D> Did you ignore Secondary Quest: Reason of State? Then Radovid is still 

{ very much alive, and rules over this land. The emperor needs to flee from 
Vizima Palace and witch hunters are everywhere, violently oppressing the 
population. Uprisings are crushed, and an air of despondency hangs like 

poisonous cloud. This is Ending 1 (IM). 


ye 


THE GENTLEMAN WILL LEAD. 
THE EMPEROR WILL FOLLOW. 


| OBJECTIVE 
One week has passed. The war between Nilfgaard and Redania has concluded, 


Emperor Emhyr var Emreis: 
and you have been summoned to report to the Emhyr on the search for Ciri 

You are beckoned forward by the chamberlain. In the hall, an officer is driling his 
troops. What he says depends on who won the war: 


> Ending 1 (): If the emperor and Nilfgaardian army won the war over the 
Redanians and King Radovid, the wealth of Novigard is ordered to be guarded 
from looters. In addition, there is talk about an approaching delegation (probably 
the Redanians ready to sign a peace treaty). 


> Ending 1 (1! and 11): If the emperor and Nitfgaardian army lost the war over the 
Redanians and King Radovid, deserters are ordered to be shot. In addition, there 
are further reports on deserters. 


Other courtesans mention the war depending on the outcome, too. 


You are shown into the emperor's quarters. You inform him Ciri is dead—slain as 
she attempted to stop The White Cold prophecy. Only Avallac'h knows this apart 
from you both. Yennefer has decided to stay in the north. And you? 


Tell him you have post-war work to do. 
* Tell him it's none of his business. 


He asks if Ciri conveyed anything to you about him. Answer him (your response 
elects a small modicum of sadness depending on how flippant you pretend Ciri 
was about the emperor): 


© She regretted not saying goodbye 
© That he wasn't a good father. 
© Or she didn’t talk about him. 


The emperor requests that you leave. He never wishes to see you again. 


A BLADE FIT FOR AWITCHER 


| OBJECTIVE 


THE SWORD AND THE SWALLOW 


OBJEC TIVES 


Some time later, having returned to White Orchard 
village on the road to Vizima, you sit a spell and 
‘speak with some merchants on the old road to the 
ruined Nitfgaardian Barracks. They speak of the war, 
and what is to come 


> Ending i! (1); They mention the Nilfgaard are fleeing 
{in reality, they are retreating so the Temerians can 
{ill the power void), and they've left some casks of 
wine behind. 


Master Ort 


D> Ending tt (1): They mention the fleeing Nitgaard, and the bandits sensing the 
Void caused by the ensuing chaos. 


D> Ending 11! (it): They mention that with the Black (nes gone, the witch hunters are 
‘moving in. But life will still roll on. 


Mount your trusty steed, and ride Roach roughly northward along the road, 
On the way, you notice one of the following 


Ending It (): After the crossroads, you pass a large contingent of Nilfgaardian 
cavalry and infantry troops, having left the Garrison beyond the swamp. 


v 


Ending It (Ii): At the crossroads, you pass a group of Redanian troops looting the 
corpses of a merchant caravan you hope they didn’t kill. 


v 


Ending Il (Ii): At the crossroads, you see the corpses of a merchant caravan 
rotting in the sun. There are wolves nearby. 


Follow the road north, through the small swamp and up the wooden steps of 
the Nilfgaardian Garrison. Your contact has been waylaid. You wait a few hours. 
Master Ort the weaponsmith approaches, He has forged the finest blade in over 
thirty years of sword-making. But what was the inscription you asked for? 


© “Zireael,” Cirl's elvish name. 
* “The Flash that Cuts," the blade’s name, 


‘After you pay him in gems, he tells of a striga prowling the Maribor Forest 
But you have a rendezvous at the White Orchard tavern, first. Or perhaps try this 
weapon out yourself, on a nearby training dummy. 


ITEM: Quest Item: Zireaet or The Flash that Cuts 


Gallop from the garrison, traveling south and then southeast along the river road, 
and into the village of White Orchard. 


D> Ending Ii (1): There 
are no tents at 
the threshold of 
White Orchard, 
instead the flags 
of Temeria proudly 
fly, En route to the 
tavern, you pass the 
‘same contigent of 
Nitfgaard planning a 
route out of here. At the tavern, Lord Dagborg Is reclaiming the lands for Temeria, 


Ending Ii (I): The 
Redanian tents are 
stil there as the 


Vv 


- 


posters of Dijkstra 
‘everywhere. His troops are looking for conspiracy agents, and raising taxes. 


D> Ending itt (It): The Redanian tents are here, as the troops go from hut to hut, 
ooking for nonhumans and mages alike, As you head past one cottage, a small 
boy flags you down. Soldiers have sat eat ose ia bears 
Enter and slaughter 
the four Redanian 
soldiers inside (it 
you wish). Then ride 
to the tavern, which 
bears Radovid's 
Propaganda. 


r 


Enter the tavern and continue to the table where the hooded woman Is sitting. 
You inform Ciri that the deed is done, She asks if the emperor believed you, You 
don't care either way. You talk of your next contract, and present Ciri's fine new 
blade. She'll have plenty of opportunities to wield it, .. as a Witcher! 


‘This quest now concludes. After the Credits roli, you can continue to complete some, - 
but not all Secondary Quests, though the Main Quest has now finished, 3. 
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KYOOOC DANGER ALERT 


SPOILER ALERT XXX 


Congratulations, Witcher! You've made it to the end of your main adventure. Before you continue your explorations after the Credits roll, be aware of all the different 
endings that you can obtain, and how to obtain them. Some of these ending scenes play out prior to the very end of the Main Quest. 


The following detalls the fates of characters prior to the end of the Main Quest. 


CONCLUSION 1; THE FATE OF THE BLOODY BARON 


A Changed Man: The Baron takes his wife Anna to the Blue Mountains, if you 
killed the tree spirit during Main Quest: The Whispering Hillock, and completed 
Main Quest; Return to Crookback Bog (since the Baron's wife Anna was turned 
mad by the crones). 


CONCLUSION 2: THE FATE OF SARA THE GODLING 


In Godling We Trust: Sara stays in the dream house of Novigrad, if you chose to 
make a deal with her during Main Quest: Novigrad Dreaming. You can visit Sara 
and Corrine in the house, where they live together. 


The Hanged Man: The Baron hangs himself, if you freed the tree spirit during 
Main Quest: The Whispering Hillock, and completed Main Quest: Return to 
Grookback Bog (since the Baron's wife Anna was turned into a grotesque hag 
and died). 


Banishment: Sara is cast out of the dream house of Novigrad, if you chose to 
throw her out during Main Quest: Novigrad Dreaming. She appears during Main 
Quest: Bald Mountain, having met and befriended Johnny. 


CONCLUSION 3: THE FATE OF KEIRA METZ 


A New Friend: Having fought in the Battle of Kaer Morhen, the sorceress 
befriended the Witcher Lambert, and took him with her on her further adventurers. 
‘An odd couple to be sure, if you chose to convince her to head to Kaer Morhen 
during Secondary Quest: For the Advancement of Learning. 


A Savage End: Headstrong but very, very wrong in her opinion that she could 
change Radovid's mind about her magical abilities. She was made an example 
of and put on a stake in Hlerarch Square, if you chose to agree she should go to 
Radovid during Secondary Quest: For the Advancement of Learning, 


CONCLUSION 4: THE FATE OF WHORESON JUNIOR 


A Changed Man: The doppler named Dudu successfully impersonated Whoreson _A Pitiful Wretch: The subsequent weeks and the wrath of the Big Four took 
Junior, and the whoremonger turned over a new leaf as his businesses its toll on the wretched Whoreson Junior, who fell from power into the effluent 
flourished, if you elected to kill the real Whoreson during Main Quest: Get Junior. utters of The Bits, if you elected to spare him during Main Quest: Get Junior. 


CONCLUSION 5: THE FATE OF MAGES 


All Aboard to Kovir: With Radovid's purge of the mages thwarted by you and On Stakes in the Square: With Radovid's purge of the mages left unstopped by 
Triss—having successfully completed Secondary Quest: Now or Never—the king you or Triss—having ignored Secondary Quest: Now or Never—the king and his 
turns his attention to nonhumans instead. But sorcery is safe. For now witch hunters tumed Novigrad into a death trap for those of a magical disposition. 


The following details the fates of characters after the end of the Main Quest. 


CONCLUSION 6: THE RULER OF NOVIGRAD AND VELEN (NO MAN'S LAND) 


Radovid: A tactical genius, he handily defeated the Nilfgaardians to the south, and Radovid became ruler if you ignored all of the Assassins’ Quests, and did not 
complete Secondary Quest: Reason of State. Radovid's subsequent witch hunt resulted in the murder of thousands of pellars, herbalists, and nonhumans. 
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Dijkstra: The emperor was repelled in the field, Radovid fell victim to assassins, and a shadowy force took up the reins of power, if you completed all of the Assassins’ 
‘Quests, Secondary Quest: Reason of State, and sided with Dijkstra. A consolidation of his rule and industrialization followed (for the good of his subjects, but contrary 
to their will). 


Embhyr var Emreis: With Radovid falling to an assassins’ blade, the Northern Realms fell to the Emhyr's countless legions, if you completed all of the Assassins’ 
Quests, Secondary Quest: Reason of State, and sided with Vernon Roche and Thaler. Emhyr redirected his forces, while the Temerians got their country back. 


CONCLUSION 7: THE FATE OF THE EMPEROR 


Emhyr var Emreis lives!: After Radovid's forces were dealt with, Emhyr turned to. Emhyr var Emreis dies!: Boundlessly obedient as long as victory continued, 

those who had conspired against him (soldiers and aristcrats alike) and showed Emhyr's subjects attacked after his string of humiliating defeats, and slew him 

‘no mercy, This occurs if the Ruler of Novigrad and Velen is Emhyr var Emreis on the steps of his palace at Vizima, This occurs if the Ruler of Novigrad and 
Velen is either Radovid or Dijkstra. 


CONCLUSION 8: THE RULER OF SKELLIGE 


Cerys an Craite: There was no raiding of foreign shores, as Cerys turned to care Hjalmar an Craite: Despite the war on the Continent ending, Hjalmar vowed to 
for her own people and lands. Skellige prospered greatly, albeit with its fangs of loot and burn the shores of the hated Empire of Nilfgaard every spring, even if he 
Yore dulled. This occurs if you completed the Clan An Craite Quests and sided was to drown his own people in blood. This occurs if you completed the Clan An 
with Cerys during King's Gambit Craite Quests and sided with Hjalmar during king's Gambit 


Svanrige Bran; The young king was no puppet. Tired of the Jarls’ incessant 
feuding, he transformed the isles into an absolute monarchy like those of the 
Continent. This was an achievement thick with the blood of his countrymen. This 
‘occurs if you ignored the Clan An Craite Quest: Secondary Quest: King's Gambit. 


CONCLUSION 9: THE FATE OF CIRI CONCLUSION 10: THE FATE OF GERALT 


Ciri is Dead? Since the memorable events on Undvik, Ciri is yet to be seen. With Triss: It is hard to believe, but Geralt finally planted roots in far away Kovir. 
Which hardly means she's never to return. This occurs if you completed Epilogue: + The smell of freshly-baked cakes, an occasional job to undertake, and a fortune 
Something Ends, Something Begins | (more negative choices than positive ones _to spend as Triss was mage advisor to Kovir's king, The occurs if you completed 
during Main Quest: Blood on the Battlefield, Main Quest: Final Preparations, and ‘Secondary Quest: Now or Never, told Triss you loved her, and chose to be with 
Main Quest: Battle Preparations). her. If prompted, you also need to ignore the advances of Yennefer during 
Secondary Quest: Last Wish. 


Ciri is Empress: Returning to her paternal home of Nilfgaard, Ciri had the 
requisite qualities of an empress (politcal instinct and a sense of simple, With Yennefer: Geralt and Yennefer retreated away from politics to a quiet, calm 
human decency). Emhyr prepared to name her his successor. This occurs if you _life together. They ate breakfasts well after noon, most often in bed, passing time 
completed Epilogue: Something Ends, Something Begins Il (more positive choices on lazy strolis or long conversations. This occurs if you completed Secondary 
than negative ones during Main Quest: Blood on the Battlefield, Main Quest; Final Quest: Last Wish, and chose to be with Yennefer. If prompted, you also need to 
Preparations, and Main Quest: Battle Preparations, and you visited Emhyr during —_ignore the advances of Triss during Secondary Quest: Now or Never. 

Main Quest: Blood on the Battlefield). Radovid must also be dead (you completed 
Secondary Quest: Reason of State), and you must side with Roche and Thaler. 


Forever Alone: Sticking to his profession, living hand to mouth, always on the E 
road, ever coiniess. A drink with Dandelion to speculate what could have been. & 
Cirl is Alive: Choosing to live as a Witcher, on the Path, Geralt taught her all he This occurs if you completed both Secondary Quests: Last Wish and Now or 3 
knew, before they each set off on their own. Rumors spread from the Yaruga Never, and told both Triss and Yennetfer you wanted to be with them. Or, this E 
to the mountains of Kovir of this ashen-haired adventuress. This occurs if you ‘occurs if you ignored both these quests, and any romance options with Triss 5 


Completed Epilogue: Something Ends, Something Begins Ill (more positive or Yennefer. 
choices than negative ones during Main Quest: Blood on the Battlefield, Main 
Quest: Final Preparations, and Main Quest: Battle Preparations, and you did not 


visit Emhyr during Main Quest: Blood on the Battlefield). 
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EPISODE I: | k hm pe el 
HEART OF STONE | 3) 0G y 


(MAIN QUESTS) 


In which a Witcher is dispatched to curtail the havoc caused by the Wild Ones and their ruthless. 
bandit captain named Olgierd von Everec, an infamous rogue said to possess the secret of 
immortality. But even the most powerful of men are beholden to unseen forces, for it seems both 
Olgierd and Geralt are in the service of an entity more cunning than any encountered before, 

the mysterious Man of Glass. Exploring the streets and sewers of Oxenfurt, recruiting a crew 

of professional thieves, running into an old friend and accompanying her to a wedding party in 
Gustfields (where you may not be feeling yourself), and learning the horrifying secrets of the Von 
Everec Mansion, are all part of this exploration. 
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MAIN QUESTS (HEARTS OF STONE 


aw Vr a ee ee 


VILS FIRST SOFT TOUCHES 


Related Quests: Hearts of Stone Main Quest: Dead Man's Party; 
Hearts of Stone Main Quest: Scenes from a Marriage; 
Hearts of Stone Secondary Quest: Enchanting Startup Costs; 
Hearts of Stone Secondary Quest: Rose on a Red Field 

Locations: Seven Cats Inn, Garin Estate, Oxenfurt Sewers, 
Novigrad Beach, Yantra 

Characters: Olgierd von Everec, Wild Ones, Adela, Shani, 
Gaunter 0’Dimm (Master Mirror] 

Enemies: Drowners, Toad “Prince”, Ofieri Soldiers, Ofieri Mage 


ART APPRECIATION WITH OLGIERD 


| OBJECTIVES 


} This quest is accessible Immediately once you have the Hearts of Stone Expansion 
{check your Quest menu for the objective). It is advisable to be at least Level 30 } 


before attempting this quest. 


The Seven Cats inn beckons; locate the Notice Board there, where you'll find a 
man hammering a note. Apparently there's something large and unpleasant in 
the sewers under Oxenfurt that requires a monster slayer. The man directs you to 
the issuer of this request; Olgierd von Everec: 


Gathor an additional notice on this board; “A Runewright Upon Your Shores Has 
Landed” to begin Hearts of Stone Secondary Quest: Enchanting: Start-Up Costs, 


Olgierd is currently 
residing in a manor 
house to the northeast 
of the Seven Cats Inn, 
ina newly-discovered 
part of Gustfields. Ride 
across meadow and 
vale until you reach the 
Garin Estate. The place 
is guarded by some 
‘uncouth (but reasonably friendly) ne’er-do-wells known as Wild Ones. Enter the 
premises, and you're accosted by more of these wisecrackers. You can: 


Find out more about the Wild Ones by asking them. 


Answer that they're a “bunch of idiots” to encourage a quick fist-fight with one 
of them 


# Answer that you're “here on business” to keep your fists from becoming bruised. 
After your chat, you're escorted upstairs to meet the Ataman himself. 


‘You meet Oigierd in one of the rooms in the manor. 

After revealing that sculptured nudes by Votticelli 

aren't really his cup of tea (answer how you wish), he 
beckons you down to the great hall for a celebration 
(something his cronies seem to be perpetually 

engaged in). Feel free to ask what the celebration is 
about, before getting down to contract negotiations. 
Agree immediately (for an undisclosed sum), or ask 
specifically (Oigierd agrees to 450 crowns and any 
‘memento from the manor house). Then leave the revelers, 


‘Upon exiting the manor house, you're met by a blunt Wild One woman named Adela, 
‘who reckons teasing you about your cat-like eyes Is going to win you over, Does it? 
‘This begins Hearts of Stone Secondary Quest: Rose on a Red Field, 


THE ROAD TO THE TOAD 


) OBJECTIVES: 


Joumey southwest to the second city of Oxenfurt, 
and locate the open well in the northern part of 
town, Climb down the ladder, and examine the 
following using your Witcher Senses 


‘© Boot prints from a man. 


* Asmaller set of boot prints from a woman. 
She came alone. 


Shani 


Continue into a large sewer chamber of grating and gates, and fight off a 
Drowner, Then continue your Witcher Sense search: 


© Find a corpse in the south-east corner near a grating. It was felled by a blade, 
not a monster's claw. 


Further into the chamber are the cries of a woman in distress. This turns out 
to be a field medic for the Redanian Army, vainly attempting to revive one of 
her soldier escorts, You're surprised to recognize her as Shani, an old and dear 
friend, sent here to gather a sample of venom spewed by the monster residing 
here, Converse as you wish. Though she needs no help, you both agree to find 
the location where the monster attacked. 
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ATIO! 


{t's wise to Meditate, brew any potions and purchase provisions for your forthcoming 
sewer exploration before descending. Golden Oriole is a must-have! 


| OBJECTIVE 


Follow Shani to the bent grating, Use your Witcher Senses to reveal a section of 
weakened wall on the right, before using Aard to demolish the wall, Walk into a 
subsequent chamber, where further evidence of the monster's violence is found. 
Converse with Shani as you wish; only one of Shani's men is stil unaccounted 
for. You can either search the area for the skeleton key held by the commander 
in order to make your way down the sewers or you can jump down the hole in 
order to explore the sewers more quickly. 


| OBJECTIVES: _ 


After reaching the lower level of the sewers, prepare to battle around six to eight 
Drowners. Afterward, examine the corpse here where an interesting discovery 
is made. Battle a few Drowner stragglers until none remain, and optionally 
locate the slime patches (showing the beast was just here) and further corpses. 
Move toward the central sewer chamber where you agree to lure the beast out 
Naturally, you're the bait 


BIG. BAD. UGLY. SQUATS IN THE SEWERS. 
OBJECTIVE : 


STS 


A giant Toad lands with a disgusting squish on the ground of the circular 
chamber, You must vanquish this poisonous, bloated beast before you continue. 


M DEFEATING TOAD ®PRINGESTHEBEASTS ATTACKS 


The Toad Prince has the following attacks and maneuvers to be aware of: 


Jump: Expect a leaping maneuver whenever the Toad jumps to face you, jumps 
forward to change position, or leaps back when you're too close, It likes to leap and 
and behind or to the side of you, forcing you to change view. Simply lock onto the 
‘beast when this happens so you don’t lose sight of it, and rol! or dodge so you aren't 
asitting duck, 


Jump and Squash: Closer in, the Toad Prince's leap sometimes ends with it knocking 
you down with the sheer force of its impact, staggering you. Make sure you rapidly 
‘react with a well-timed roll or dodge. 


Vomit: This disgusting projectile is usually vomited out at closer ranges, obscures 
your vision like a Water Hag's attack, hits in a wide arc, and! is poisonous. It is also 
easily dodged. 


Spit: Another revolting offensive technique, the Toad launches a blob of spit at you, 
inflicting poison damage if it connects, and turning into a poison cloud at the point of 
Impact if it doesn't. Dodge itt 


Tongue Lash: When you're at long-range, expect a darting lash straight at you. At 
‘mid-range, the lash is at a wider, horizontal angle. A roll or dodge, or a retreat when 
you see the monster's maw open, helps minimize damage. A riskier plan is to roll 
directly at the Toad, slicing at it (usually at the side) while the tongue attack finishes. 


Gaseous Emissions: Poison sacs on the Toad’s back throw up large poison globules 
that explode and cause a small puddle and poison cloud to appear when they impact 
(which are three random points in the arena). Avoid the puddle and cloud; backing 
Lup is a good plan here. Then light the gas clouds with Igni (assuming you're not 
inside them!) 


General Toad Tactics: As soon as the battle begins, the Toad utilizes ranged attacks 
to dominate the arena. Get in close, and the Toad jumps, landing and attempting to 
strike you to inflict tremendous damage and knocking you down. Stay too far away 
and remain defensive, and expect poison clouds (both via spit and gas attacks). 
The Toad’s large health and powerful attacks mean you need to keep moving, and 
looking for an opening to inflict as much damage as possible. 


M7 DEFEATING TOAD "PRI 


THE TTLET 


‘A Good Defense: As the battle begins, cast Quen to add an extra layer of protection, 
Even better is the Golden Oriole potion, which nullifies the Toad's poisonous attacks, 
‘and allows you to heal yourself using the Toad's previously deadly gas clouds! 


Circling for the Kill: Keep yourself moving at all times, ideally circling left or right of 
the Toad and moving toward it. This usually allows you to more easily evade any of 
the Toad's attacks, or at least gives you a greater chance to react to them, 


‘wordplay and Yrden: Cast Yrden at mid-range and retreat so the Toad follows you, 
enters your magic circle, and slows down considerably. Coat your sword in Cursed 

Oil, then make up to three strong strikes before retreating. Without Yrden, dodge or 
roll to the side (as you would attack a Bear), inflict two regular slashes, and retreat, 


Jgni and Ranged Attacks: Despite Shani mentioning the Toad’s lack of fearing fire, 
this foe can be damaged with Igni, though this isn't as significantly damaging, and 
{s mainly used to clear any poison clouds in your vicinity. At long range, lob in a 
Northern Wind bomb to immobilize this foe. Throw Superior Dancing Star from 

the chamber's edge is another option, to stun the Toad betore following up with 
‘sword violence. 


OTHERADVIGCE 


UA 


‘Never stay in the same spot for long, the Toads spit attacks leave poison clouds on 
the ground and his various other ranged attacks can damage you no matter where 
Yyou try to hide. Approach the Toad and provoke it to jump up and slam down untit it 
{s facing you (dodge in close then dodge away as soon as the Toad jumps up. This 
keeps you out of its attack range but keeps you close enough to start attacking as 
soon as it's safe). When close enough, cast Yrden on the ground to trap the Toad, 
then attack it with your sword. The Toad becomes un-trapped after three hits or five 
seconds, Northern Wind bombs also freeze and trap the Toad, preventing it from 
attacking, and allow you to get close and attack. The Golden Oriole potion causes the 
Toad's poison to heal you instead of damaging you; use this potion during the fight 
as you're almost guaranteed to be able to walk into a poison cloud. Using Igni forces 
the Toad to jump away. This is useful to interrupt the Toad's maneuvers and force It 
to jump to a new location within the arena. 


TOAD *PRINGE*VULNERABILITIES 
Northern Wind Golden Oriele Cursed O11 Yrdon 
Bomb 


After combat concludes, you're coated in unpleasant slime after gutting the Toad 
Prince, and witness a transformation just as you slip info unconsciousness. 


ESCAPING THE PHAKBARTHOJL 


Gaunter O'Dimnm, 
‘Master Mirror 


You wake aboard a ship named Albatross (or in the Ofier tongue, “Phakbarthoj!") 
with a crew of strange guards with stranger language, en route to Ofler. A fellow 
prisoner fills you in on the details; answer him how you wish. When the guards 
bring you food, and you ask the prisoner how to say “take me to your captain.” 
Try to listen to him, as you're then presented with three choices: 


‘® Choose the third option, “ 


lle’khe uh eghullath!” 


The guards are more impressed with your learned tongue, but otherwise the 
conclusion is the same; you're left here and your request ignored, Moments 
later, a figure strides out of the shadows and up to your cell, a man you might 
recognize if you met him in White Orchard during your initial search for Yennefer, 
Gaunter 0'Dimm strikes a deal with you. You're extracted from this situation, 
after Master Mirror gives you something to remember him by. 
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BLOOD ON THE SANDS 


OBJECTIVE 


A mighty storm cracks open the Ofieri vessel, and it runs aground on the 
beaches northwest of Novigrad. After extricating yourself from a rather 
ignominious position, you are free to face a group of six Ofieri warriors lead by an 
impressively skilled Mage. You can: 


* Runaway, ideally in a southeasterly direction. Or, 


© Battle them: 


Mf DEFEATI THEMAGE' ATT 
Sand Cage: A number of small clouds of sand appear around you, before quickly 
closing in to damage and knock you down. Simply rot or dodge out of this 
‘maolstrom (the Mage’s most damaging attack), and close the distance; the Mage 
doesn't tend to attempt this when he's facing you in melee combat. If you're fighting 
|. warriors too, back away from the Mage completely and coax the warriors into 
fighting first. 


‘Sand Tornado (Long Range): A fast-moving whirl of sand whips toward you in a 
straight line, This gust causes damage and lifts you off the ground then throws you 
down just as violently, The tornado is signaled by the Mage whirling his staff around 
him, and he remains within (becomes part of) the tornado itself. As the tornado 

{s relatively slow-moving, multiple dodge or rolls can quickly avoid this. It can be 
intorrupted by casting Aard on the tomado as it comes into range. 


(Close Range) Force Push: A quick wind gust attack that knocks you back, this is 
this way of exiting close combat after you strike him repeatedly. So don’t be greedy 
‘when tackling him; rolt in with a couple of strikes and then back up so you aren't 
struck by this and staggered. 


‘Sand Coil Attack: The Mage points his staft in your direction and starts to spin it in 
A circle; sand shoots out of the staff (ike a sideways tornado), causing damage and 
temporarily stunning you. Dodge to the side! 


Staff Attack: At close combat range, the Mage uses his magic staff as a physical 
‘weapon (striking multiple times); simply parry and counter or dodge the attack as 
you would any other. 


‘AVanishing Act (Defensive): Expect him to disengage or avold combat by simply 
vanishing, only to appear a few moments later with a whipping sand gust around 
hhim that damages those nearby. He can also dispel Yrden, reflect most bombs and 
bolts back at you, and tends not to burn or freeze for nearly as long as a normal 
human, Simply re-acquire the target once he vanishes (by locking onto the foe 
again) and roll out of his way until his attack concludes, 


‘AVanishing Act (Offensive): The Mage may teleport in close to you, while 
simultaneously causing a large sand blast that damages and staggers you. 


Weaknesses: Sword Damage. The Mage is very susceptible to sword strikes. f you 
‘manage to get in close (after stunning the Mage), itis possible to hit him three times 
‘before he counters. This is the foundation of your attack plan, 


THEOPIERIMAGE 


Mf DEFEATING THE OFT PBATTLET 


RUFOES*THE 


Begin by equipping the armor you're carrying, as it's not wise to fight the Ofieri 
bbare-chested (despite what many a Skelliger might tell you). 


Back up away from the Mage and save him for last. Then battle the warriors in the 
‘same way you would tackle a group of bandits or other human soldiers. All the usual 
tactics apply here. 


Be advised that as long as more than one solder is alive, the Mage only uses his 
teleports to stay away from you and any soldiers in the vicinity. When one soldier 
is left, the Mage begins using some ranged attacks. When only the Mage remains, 
‘expect him to utilize all his attacks. Expect him to teleport when you get too close. 
He also always counters if struck three times, using a force blast that knocks you 
down. So don't get greedy while hitting him. Instead, try a well-timed roll to get 
behind the Mage without being hit by the counter. 


The Ofieri Mage is extremely dangerous at long range, and attacks from this 
distance that you might attempt are almost always dodged or reflected back at you, 
So close the distance as quickly as possible, using dodging and rolls to avoid any 
‘magical attacks along the way. 


Once you're within sword-clipping distance, use Aard to stagger the Mage, and 
Quickly follow up with two or three fast strikes. Then roll or dodge away, avoiding 
any sand he whips up. 


Continue with this “attrition” based tactic, Stagger him with Aard (or Igni, which is 
‘another option) and roll in to inflict two or three nasty sword strikes without being 
too greedy, before retreating back again, until the Mage yields, 


Other Advice: After re-equipping your missing armor pieces, focus on the soldiers 
first. Dodge any area-of-effect attacks from the Mage, and once he's the only enemy 
{eft, quickly use Axli to stun him for long enough to reach him, and inflict sword 
damage. Igni and Aard can also keep the Mage occupied, allowing you to reach him. 


Looting the Mage: This foe always drops a “Letter from an Ofieri Merchant” 
(read it at your leisure), as well as a (random) runestone, and (random) valuable 
trinket (such as a necklace). 


VULNERABILITIES 


‘Hanged Man's Venom Aart 


THE VASSAL OF MASTER MIRROR 


| OBJECTIVE 


Once the Ofieri foes are vanquished, loot any chests or corpses you wish, and 
make your way eastward, past a beach cottage brimming with Drowners, to the 
village of Yantra in Gustfields. At the crossroads, just west of the village, look for 
the cluster of children singing nursery rhymes, near the sunflower fields. Wait or 
meditate until midnight, and speak to Master Mirror. Answer him how you wish 


The conversation can best be described as “strained.” It seems you have little 
choice but to agree to Gaunter O'Dimm's orders, which involve collecting on a 
pact Gaunter made with that rapscallion, Olgierd von Everec. 


END: HEADS WILL ROLL 
| OBJECTIVES: 


Return to the Garin Estate, which is burning merrily (it seems the Wild Ones’ 
merry-making got a litle out of hand). Two Wild Ones bring out a prisoner, 
attempting an impromptu execution. You can: 


© Answer the snotty executioners with “careful now,” followed by “let him go or 
face my wrath,” and face Olgierd himselt in a spot of ferocious combat. 


‘Answer with neutral responses that aren't helpful to the prisoner's predicament, 
and watch the execution as Olgierd greets you. 


UW DEFEATING OLGIERDSVON'EVERECS ATTAC 
Advanced Swordplay: Olgierd is most adept at flurries of swordplay. He has 
incredible speed and power. Not only does he use quick combo attacks, but he can 
‘take on a shadow form and quickly dash toward you, launching powerful special 
attacks. Dashes and combo attacks end with special attacks that knock you down, 
and inflict serious damage. 


Using his Noggin: I you try to cast Signs on him, Olgierd dashes away. He's also 
immune to mind-control spells (80 no Axil for you!) 


Black Sand Counter Attack: When struck with swords or after you hit him thrice 
While he is stunned, Olgierd tosses a handful of black sand at you. If you are struck 
by this, it stuns and distorts your view. Plan your attack carefully to get out of this 
attacks range before it happens. 


Zig-Zag Charge: A series of dashes with Oigiert's sword glowing red, and his form in 
shadow, usually ends in you being struck and knocked back or over, Dodge or roll to avoid 
this. With skill, try parrying the end of the technique and fight back with sword strikes. 


Straight-Line Charge: An almost-instant dash forward and a mighty swipe, this looks 
like an impressively devastating technique. If you time a parry, you can counter and 
fight back, usually using this plan to win the fight. 
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Hanged Man's Venom Quen 


Main Qu 


Hearts of Stone Secondary Quest: A Midnigh 
ations: Garin Estate, Oxenfurt, Shani’s Clinic (Oxen 
Von Everec Estate, Bru 
Characters: 
Eulalia von Everec, Ho! 
Vlodimir 
Mirror) Everec 


Enemies: Wraiths, von Everec’s ances 


ich, The Alchemy Inn (Ox 
Shani, Alexy von Everec, Ernest v 
atina von Ev 


Aldona, Johnnus, 


DEFEATING OLGTERDSTH PBEST!BATTLE TACTICS 


Initial Aggressiveness: Expect Oigierd to immediately launch a relentless series of 
attacks. The type depends on your location. I you're very close, he uses sword combo 
strikes ending with a very powerful attack. f you're further away, expect various 
dashing attacks so he can get in close and whittle you down, 


‘Seeing Red: Olgierd's special attacks stand out thanks to the red energy surrounding 
them (and his sabre), as well as a brief period of slow motion right before the attack, 
Let's hope you can react in time! 


Counter This! Are you a master of countering? Then you can complete this fight 
‘without ever being hit! 


Oil and Quen: As you might not be expecting this fight, i's worth meditating frst, and 
‘coating your weapon in Hanged Man's Venom. Next, cast Quen so you're protected 

from Oigierd's impressively-damaging sword swings, Certain decoctions (the Leshen, 
for example) that reflect damage are also helpful. | 


Patience and Dodging: The dashing and swordplay Olgierd employs is as impressive as_| 
itis dangerous, so fancy footwork ts always a good option. Dodge (or rol) around him | 
and make a trio of sword swings just after he finishes @ technique (ideally followed by | 
a dodge to the side). Yrden is also an option after his strikes, to slow him down. 


Far Away Furiousness: If other techniques aren't working, fee! free to back away 
from Olgierd, until he's prompted to try a straight-line charge you with his red sword 
a-glowing; the weakness after the charge is key to winning this fight, 


Goading and Parrying: Waltzing in and stashing isn’t wise, Though you can parry during | 

his sword flurries (when he's in shadow), you're usually not able to parry them all. Wait 

‘Until Olgierd makes his charge attack, and then parry it. Follow up with some damaging | 
strikes, Repeat this process to wear him down and eventually he loses his head. 


Other Tactics: When the fight starts, roll away from Olgierd, forcing him to be on the 
offensive, and thus leaving him open to your counter attacks. you keep your distance, 
he always tries dashing. These maneuvers have a large window of opportunity for 
countering, right before Olgierd tries his special attack (easily seen by the red glow). 
‘Tap the parry button when his sabre glows red and time slows to counter; the energy 
{rom the blade is reflected back on Olgierd, stunning him. Then follow up with three 
‘sword attacks before Olgierd counters. As he starts to counter, rol backward and right 
‘50 you're not hit. Then repeat this plan, 


After the battle, or after watching the condemned man be executed, Olgierd 
speaks to you about the reasoning for the mob justice, and also of three unusual 
wishes he wants fulfilled. It falls to you to complete the first two of them: 


He wants his departed brother, Viodimir von Everec, to be shown the time of 
his life. Which is a little tricky, as Viodimir is currently dead, This starts Hearts 
of Stone Main Quest: Dead Man's Party, 


© He wants the house of Maximillian Borsodi. Quite how one moves a house is 
currently a mystery. This starts Hearts of Stone Main Quest: Open Sesame! 


You leave the Garin estate with the crowns Oigierd promised (though there's 

‘no chance to scavenge any valuables from the burning building), Before 

leaving, Gaunter O'Dimm appears again, providing some small hints (and some 
conversation choices to gain more knowledge) of your forthcoming tasks, as well 
as some blood to help with the summoning of Viodimir's spirit. 


SPOILER ALERT X 


CRITICAL PATH 


HIDE AND GHOST SEEK 


E OBJECTIVES 


This quest is accessible immediately once you have completed Hearts of Stone Main 
Quest: Evil's Soft First Touches. ¥ 
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Your erstwhile companion Shani may have the 
knowledge to summon Olgierd’s brother from the 
afterlife. She is practicing medicine within the walls 
of Oxenfurt, in her clinic just south of the Oxenfurt 
Harbor signpost. Head there, weave through the 
wheezing and coughing peasants, and up the 
interior stairs, where a group of Redanian soldiers 
Shani is speaking to her in regards to the antidote she is 
‘concocting from the remains of the “toad.” 


Engage in some patter with the guard captain regarding scholars, and your 
opinion of Shani. Answer them how you wish. After the soldiers leave, ask Shani 
where she’s been, before requesting her help. You explain your predicament. 
Shani offers to fetch a censer, and after you mention whose ghost itis you're 
trying to summon, she offers advice on finding the von Everec family crypt. 


The crypt itself is a reasonably short gallop north and a little eastward of 
Oxenturt, deep into the territory of Gustfields. You are wise to concoct potions 
‘and meditate before you reach the gloomy von Everec Estate. However, Shani is 
here gathering wild flowers to brighten up your day. She is fashioning a garland 
for a wedding. Would you mind accompanying her? Answer how you wish, before 
she hands you the censer. 


A: Censer 


4 SUBTLEFLIRTATIONS WITH SHANI 
{White you'ee speaking to Shani, think carefully about the questions and answers 
|_ you give; this blossoming relationship requires subtle pleasantries over sarcasm 

‘and abruptness. Though the answers don’t matter right now, becoming more than 
| friends with Shani requires attentive answers and subtle flirtation. 


A SARTORIAL REANIMATION 


| OBJECTIVES 


Shani decides to 
remain at the entrance 
to the creepy-looking 
crypt. Prepare your 
finest wraith-slaying 
equipment and 

enter the vault. Sure 
enough, a group of 
around six wraiths 
(attacking three at a 
time) have prepared 
an unwelcoming 
committee for you, 
Remove these threats 
‘as you would normally 
(Consult the Bestiary of 
this guide for takedown 
tactics). Lure wraiths 
into side passages 

or escape back up to 
the surface if you're 
‘overwhelmed, 


After the fracas, 
examine the votive 

fire in the middle of 
the chamber. Then 
check an alcove in the 
surrounding wall which 
holds an old scimitar and has a stone coffin inscribed with the name Viodimir von 
Everec. Equip the censer, and visit every chamber within the crypt, uttering the 
‘summoning ritual as you go. As the torches snuff out, the chambers start to fill 
with incense. Return and light the votive fire. 


Viodimir von Everee (Ghost) 


Your activities meet with some success, though you raise every Von Everec 
family member except for Viodimir t seems they aren't happy with your actions. 
Prepare to defeat all five of them in combat, defending their weapon attacks as 
you would a bandit. After the ghosts are sent to the ether, Viodimir von Everec. 
makes an appearance. Feel free to ask him how he died, inquire about Olgierd, 
and answer how you wish. The conversation winds around to talking about 

the wish; you are to provide Viodimir with one last evening of cavorting and 
debauchery. The only problem is, Viodimir needs a corporeal form to manifest 
into. After a degree of protest, a host body is chosen—yours! 


| OBJECTIVE 


Shani wakes up “Geralt,” and finds him to be somewhat changed. After the 
situation is explained somewhat (answer both Shani and Viodimir as you wish), 
it ls agreed that Viodimir will accompany Shani to her wedding party. While 
Viodimir makes some uncouth remarks about the suppleness of Shani, leave 
the von Everec estate, and ride northward, through the outskirts of Brunwich, a 
series of small farms around a lake, toward the main manor farmstead where 
the party is to begin, 


Ud THE VON 'EVERECS VALUABLES 


Before leaving the von Everec crypt, fee! free to explore a loose wall (crumble 
it to dust with your Aard sign) revealing a key on a corpse. This opens a small 
mausoleum, accessed via a cave with a number of ferocious Arachnomorphs, 
Loot the mausoleum for valuables. 


WALKING WITH A DEAD MAN OVER 
MY SHOULDER 


| OBJECTIVES 


Ater waiting with the 
insufferable Viodimir 
Until Shani arrives, you 
are forced to "borrow" 
a set of clothing from 

a nearby washing line, 
and take a razor to your 
stubble, After Shani is 
met (answer both of 
them as you wish, with 
an option to inquire 
about Shani's grudging 
acceptance of Viodimir's 
incorrigible flirting), you 
enter the grounds of 
the manor fatmstead, 
pause to look ata dog 
kennel (without a hound 
around), examine a rowan tree (one of Shani’s favorites), and then must follow 
Shani to greet the newlyweds. 


Jonnnus 


‘As Viodimir is in control, Shani attempts to steer the conversation away from 
bawdy talk about the bride, and offensive talk about peasants. But feel free 

to ask the happy couple about the choice of groom, a hefty dowry, and their 
knowledge of Shani if you wish. Afterwards, you are free to roam the farmstead's 
grounds, giving Viodimir the time of his life. 


WHO COULD ASK FOR MORE? 


OBJECTIVE 


‘At this point, you are free to take part in the following wedding activities until 
midnight. Attempt each one to give Viodimir every opportunity to enjoy himselt, 
| Trese canbe completed in any order, and usually afer the fet two mandatory are | 
concluded, the section marked "Ghost Dance” commences, After that, the rest of | 
| the activities can be completed. | 


OPTIONAL ACTVITY: BOTTOM’S UP! 


Visit the small circular table and pick up the drink, toasting to the fair beauty 
here. And to Shani, naturally. 


OPTIONAL ACTVITY: YOUR HEALTH, SIR DWARVES! 


Locate the small 
circular table in the 
main building, pick up 
the drink, and toast the 
two diminutive bearded 
folk here, 


OPTIONAL ACTVITY: FUZZY AND WELL RIPE! 


Wander the garden path near the loft ladder, and you chance upon a middle- 
aged woman, Viodimir attempts his pick-up lines, causing the woman to blush 
‘and wander away. Stil got it 


OPTIONAL ACTVITY: FIRE BURNS HOTTER IN AN 
OLD STOVE! 


Locate the large oak tree, where an older lady is resting her back after pounding 
the churn, A short bout of banter then commences. 


OPTIONAL ACTVITY: CUTTING A JIG 


Enter the main hall, 
and feel free to show 
off your fancy footwork 
by dancing to the 
minstrel band. Shani 
refrains from joining 
you, despite Viodimir's 
encouragement 


OPTIONAL ACTVITY: HORSEPLAY IN THE HAYLOFT 


Find the ladder at the edge of the garden steps, close to the side entrance of the 
main barn. You beckon Shani to follow. Use your Witcher Senses to locate a pair 
‘of cushions, and sit down. Viodimir mentions he finds Shani intimidating, and she 
promises a little more romance. Before you leave the hayloft, search a nearby 
table for a unique Gwent card. Don't leave Brunwich without it! 


MANDATORY ACTVITY: KING OF THE SWINEHERDS 


OBJECTIVE: 


Find the pig pen, where a group of peasant partygoers are attempting to catch 
some slippery pigs. After inquiring about a possible prize, agree to chase some 
pigs. To avoid becoming an embarrassment, locate the two darker colored pigs 
with the painted circles on their backs. Use Axii to stun them into submission, 
and walk over to the pens so each one follows you. 


But be warned, because those dirty tricks will be recognized by one of the 
peasants. If you want to win a fluffy pig mascot for Shani, chase the pigs to the 
pen with no Witcher tricks. 


MANDATORY ACTVITY: 
THE MAIDEN AND THREE BROTHERS 


OBJECTIVE: 


‘After completing King of the Swineherds by use of Axil, the method angers the 
peasantry, and you're not awarded the title. However, if you did it nicely, you will 
be given a unique wooden trophy of a pig's head to carry around on your horse 
and a fluffy mascot for Shani. Viodimir is slightly dejected, while Shani indicates 
flirtation with a nearby maiden might brighten your spirits. Flirt with the peasant 
as you wish, until her three brothers appear and aren't too happy with your 
intentions. Answer them as you wish, The situation degenerates to a fight in the 
mud using wooden planks. Batter the three brothers and then have a final chat 
with Shani (answering her as you wish). 


MANDATORY ACTVITY: A SMALL GAME OF GWENT 


Outside, gathered 
around a table, a group 
of haiflings are engaged 
ina game 

of Gwent. After Viodimir 
insults their size, you 
can apologize (or not), 
and agree to a game. 
Despite Viodimir waging 
Geralt’s entire fortune, 
the haiflings only take five percent of your coffers if you lose, with the added 
embarrassment of wearing a pair of donkey ears for the rest of the night. f you 
win, expect to gather some crowns, 


ITEM: Donkey Ears (loss! { 


MANDATORY ACTVITY: SLIP IN FOR A SLIPPER 


OBJECTIVES 


‘Saunter over to the 
small pond, where a 
group of peasants are 
playing a fishing game. 
After stripping to your 
skivvies, dive into the 
pond after Shani's 
shoe. Use your Witcher 
Senses to find it and 
two other soggy boots 
to prove you're particularly adept at this lark. In return, your “maid" is supposed 
to reward your gallantry. Perhaps later? 


MANDATORY ACTVITY: MISSING MAN. MISSING MUTT. 


CRITICAL PATH 


L OBJECTIVES: 
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The parents of 

the bride (located 
outside) are in a 

tizzy regarding the 
location of a fire eater 
they paid to provide 
entertainment for the 
wedding, He seems 
to have disappeared; 
apparently chased off 
by the fearsome giant 
of a dog (Daemon) 
that resides on the 
property. Viodimir 
agrees to find the 

fire swallower. Start 
your investigation at 
Daemon's kennel 


* You find a gnawed bone and other oversized accouterments showing the dog 
to be an oversized beast. 


© There are dog tracks, but small. 


While Shani waits at the wedding, exit the compound and follow the dog's trail 
north and west into the nearby woods. Continue until you spot a spark-spitter's 
cap on the ground. 


ITEM: F 


Continue across a stream, to a tree where the fire swallower is sitting, petrified 
by the beast at the base. Daemon isn't quite the behemoth you were expecting, 
but the scaredy cat up the tree isn't moving. You can: 


Axil: Calm the dog using this sign, after which Viodimir has some fun giving 
Daemon some commands. You order the dog back home. 


* Oryou can rush the dog and it scampers off. But if you do, be warned that 
dog is never coming back home. 


The fire-taster falls to the ground, and it quickly transpires the man is a stoneless 
coward. Optionally give him back his hat and then convince him to return to the 
festivities, You can: 


(50 crowns) Bribe him, which annoys Viodimir, but gets the job done, 


# (Axil Delusion Level 1) Inform the fire eater he isn’t fleeing the area, and take the 
‘addled fellow back to perform. 


# Tell him to do what he wants, and he flees, leaving you no fire eater. 


H¥ you did obtain the hat, you can give it back to fire swallower. From now on he 
will always be wearing it 


Retrace your steps back to the wedding, Along the way as you cross the stream, 
you're attacked by a “bear” (according to the screaming fire swallower if you're 
Chaperoning him, though the creature is in fact a Wild Boar). Be sure you keep 
the fire eater safe as one strike from the boar can kill him. 


Should the fire eater survive, you have a quick chat where the fellow reveals his 
name, and the remaining journey to the farmstead passes without incident. 


if the fire eater has wandered off, or the wild boar gores him, you must report 
back to the bride's parents without an entertainer. 


END: ARTENSBURROW'S ANTICS 

4 {8 your fire eater still alive and with you? Then report back to the bride's parents, 
and watch him perform, 

END: THE DEFT JUGGLER 


+ Is your fire eater dead or disappeared? Then mention your prowess at juggling 
when speaking to the bride's parents, gather three juggling balls from the nearby 
table, and perform. 


GHOST DANCE 


OBJECTIVE 


‘This interval in festivities usually begins once you've completed two mandatory of 
the previously-listed activities (herding pigs and beating the planks is counted as_ 


Guests are gathered into the main bam hall, where the Master of Mirrors 
announces you and Shani to the assembled quests. With Vlodimir in control, 

you both dance and exhibit the most fancy of footwork, before a more stately 
strut is undertaken. After your stealing a kiss, Shani is taken aback, and asks you 
to keep your hands to yourself. You have a timed response; answer as you wish. 
After Shani requests a talk with Geralt himself (answer as you wish), it comes 
time to speak with Master Mirror, but only after taking part in any remaining 
wedding activities you wish. 


After the dance, you have the option to meet Gaunter 
O'Dimm (Master Mirror), who played host to this 
‘evening's festivities. He introduces himself to Shani, 
and then thoroughly demoralizes Viodimir with his 
knowledge of von Everec's past. After Master Mirror 
leaves, Shani tells Viodimir to cheer up. Continue to 
enjoy any further wedding activities until midnight. 


Gaunter 0'Oimm 


Be aware that this is the last moment when you can —_/atastor Mirra) 


take part in optional activities at the Wedding and 
achieve giving Viodimir a hell of a night. 


AN ABRUPT DEPARTURE 


E OBJECTIVE 


The capping ceremony to end the wedding festivities is about to begin. Head to 
the main hall, and optionally give a speech (despite Shani’s protests) to the bride 
and groom, At the conclusion, more merriment occurs and Shani catches the 
bride's garland. Outside, Viodimir is caught up in the revelry; but his tune soon 
changes when Master Mirror bids him a forceful farewell. Dismissing the ghost, 
you watch as Shani returns to be with Aldona, frustrated at your emotionless 
answers. Meanwhile, you receive some encouragement on matters of the heart. 
Answer any conversation topics as you wish, 


‘This usually begins once you've completed all of the wedding activities, or you've 
dawdled and not quite finished them all and the midnight hour arrives (whichever 
Is first). oa 


Mirror's encouragement, and bring something to cheer up Shani, to 


Follow 
‘begin Hearts of Stone Secondary Quest: A Midnight Clear. 


OBJECTIVE 


AWISH FULFILLED 


Once you woo Shani, or ignore her completely and leave Brunwich, you can 
return to Oxenfurt, enter the Alchemy Inn, and speak with Olgierd regarding the 
evening's merriment. This can be done whether or not you finish Main Quest. 
Open Sesame. Mention his brother, and you share a drink and Viodimir's Note 
with Olgierd. You can also quiz him about the company he Keeps, his saber, the 
Ofieri “toad” prince, or play Gwent. 


* If only Main Quest: Dead Man's Party has been completed, you must finish 
Main Quest: Open Sesame. 


* If both Main Quests: Dead Man's Party and Open Sesame have been 
completed, the wild ones free a man from a barrel. Consult the end of Open 
Sesame for further details; Main Quest: Scenes from a Marriage begins. 


INMIDNIGHT CLEARS 


Related Quests: Hearts of Stone Main Quest: Dead Man's Party; 7. A STROLL TOWARDS MI LLER’S LAKE 


Hearts of Stone Main Quest: Scenes from a Marriage Conversation with Shani 
Locations: Brunwich, Miller's Lake (Brunwich} continues. When she 
Characters: Gaunter 0’Dimm, Viodimir von Everec, Shani asks how you enjoyed 


the wedding, you can 
ASPRIG OR A SWIG answer with either 
response. You wander 

OBJECTIVE past Johnnus and his 
4 =e —— = father-in-law, bonding 
after the wedding 
This brings up a 
conversation about Shani's own mother. Answer her as you wish 


You walk past the three “brave” brothers you bettered with a plank of wood 
earlier in Main Quest: Dead Man's Party. When Shani asks if the brothers’ sister 
was worth a tumble in the hay, answer as you wish. 


; The conversation continues at the edge of the lake, Shani is taken by the natural 
}) This (purely optional) quest is available at the end of Main Quest: Dead Man's Party. 


if the place, and yor i a kis hen she asks S, 
nator Gai resem fo Be} Svea yoy yh We sea whe you have eo wae, Ne 
proceedings, and forcibly dismisses him. - iswer as yt yt yt 


a ttt! two important choices: 
#® Answer “kiss sure didn’t sate me," and the romance continues. 


Answer “Let's go back,” and you both agree to just stay friends. Before Shani 
leaves, you ask her a favor, to find out more about Olgierd. She agrees, and this 
quest concludes. 


ROW ME TO THE MOON 


Your flirtatious nature (ostensibly under the guise 

of being possessed by Viodimir) seems to have had 
an effect on Shani, though she seems to be a litte 
put off by your lack of emotions now Viodimir is 
dispelled. Gaunter O'Dimm encourages you to cheer 
her up. This is achieved by remembering what Shani 
said about her favorite blossoms; from the rowan if you promised Shani to be even more direct with your affection than Viodimir, 
tree. Read her Character entry and this is stated. Shani you both scout out an area where you can be together. The piers taken, but 
Search for one of the following (using your Witcher Shani picks up a bottle of wine to swig as you gather a rowboat. At this point: 
Senses to pinpoint each item) 


© It you gave Shani either the sprig of Chamomile or Rowanberries, the 


 Asprig of Chamomile, growing near an oak tree. conversation continues, 

A sprig of rowan; Shani used to weave the berries into necklaces. This is Ifyou gave Shani either the mead or rowanberry brandy, you can either let her 
recommended. drink, or dissuade her from mixing her drinks, 

© A bottle of mead, on a table near to where you talked with Gaunter 0’Dimm last. You push the boat out onto the lake and the moon casts a soft light over your 


thi Ke ach oth 
Alou of Romecbaywrandy Gal olde Wa hte monang ona tale; be gin, MRM SOT: Abandon porch yo Et ca oa ig 


enjoy the taste as well as the blossoms. The moonlit coupling hits a snag if Shani drunk both mead or rowanberry wine, 
and mixed it with a second drink of wine on the pier, as she throws up over the 
side of the rowboat, killing the mood ever-so-slightly. 


CRITICAL PATH 


Once you've chosen your gift, find Shani inside the main building. Give her the 
gift, and her response depends on what you picked out for her: 
> If the wine at the pier isn’t mixed with previous alcohol at the party, there's 


© The Cha ‘t well id, 
ie Chamomile isn't well received; she thinks of it more as a type of tea. But thor urtthing: 


the romance is still possible. 
The next moming, you wake at the lake shore, speaking to a (now fully-clothed) 
Shani as she prepares to depart for Oxenfurt. Before Shani leaves, you ask hera 
favor; to find out more about Olgierd. She agrees, and this quest concludes. 


The sprig of rowan is gratefully received, as Shani is surprised you 
remembered; she wears the berries in her hair from this point. Romance is in 
the cards. 


he lake ; : Dead Man's 
The bottle of mead elicits a single, only slightly positive response: “Thanks.” Once your night on the lake has ended, Main Quest: Deed Ma's Party resumes 


Romance is still a possibilty 


‘©The jug of rowanberry brandy causes Shani to ponder the taste of her favorite 
berry. Romance can continue. 


Your conversation with Shani now continues. You can answer her as you wish as you 
drink tonight and listen to the off-key minstrels. You both decide to go for a walk. 
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Related Quests: Hearts of Stone Main Quest: Dead Man's Party; 4 
Hearts of Stone Main Quest: Scenes from a Marriage; Hearts of Stone 
Secondary Quest: Avid Collector, Hearts of Stone Treasure Hunt: 

A Dark Legacy, Scavenger Hunt: Viper School Gear 
Locations: Borsodi Auction House (Oxenfurt), Herbalist's Hut 
Characters: Lance Corporal Vatstav, Vimme Vivaldi, Yaromir, 

Countess Mignole, Hilbert, Horst Borsodi, The Stranger 
Enemies: Novigrad Soldiers, Wild Boar, Fallen K; 
Recommended Items: At least 2,000 Crowns 


BEFORE THE AUCTION: STAND TO 
ATTENTION AND SHUT YER GEGGY! 


f OBJECTIVE 


| 


This quest is accessible immediately once you have completed Hearts of Stone 
Main Quest: Evil's Soft First Touches. It can be completed betore or after Main Quest: 
} Dead Man's Party 


oo 


VA AUCTION HOUSPETIQUETTESPART 1 


{ The initial stages of this quest take place within the Borsodi Auction House, and 
| there are some great finds to purchase or bid on! As many of these items are useful, 
| and can’t be found at any other point in your travels, be sure you're carrying at least 


| 2,000 crowns to cover your expenses. 


The next wish 
demanded of you is to 
bring Olgierd the house 
of Maximilian Borsodi; 
currently an object 
that's a mystery to you. 
‘Set off for the auction 
house in Oxenturt, until 
you're stopped by two 
‘guards at the main entrance. A particularly po-faced soldier named Vatslav isn't 
about to let you in, no matter how you answer the conversations. That is, until 
Vimme Vivaldi (with the bank branch in Novigrad) saunters up, and brow-beats 
the guard into letting you through. 


Lance Corporal Vatsiav 


OBJECTIVES: 


You're here to talk to Horst Borsodi (the auction house owner), but Vimme 
reckons that might be a problem, as Horst is an antisocial sort, Optionally speak 
to the dwarf about the items up for bid, and why the Borsodis moved their 
auction house from Novigrad., Now optionally inspect the auction trinkets behind 
the glass cages, then head up the stairs. Vimme quickly points out some of his 
more important associates: Countess Mignole, Hilbert the Gwent player, and 
Yaromir the art dealer. 


SPOILER ALERT X 
—_ = 


BEFORE THE AUCTION: 
VIMME’S INTERESTING ASSOCIATES 


P OBJECTIVE: 


iy CTION HOUSEPTIQUETTE 


PART 


Feel free to interact with one, two, or three (or none) of Vivaldi's associates, in any 
order you like. You are encouraged to make acquaintances with all three to further 
the chances of accessing quests and otherwise-unobtainable objects. 


YAROMIR INTERACTION: HE’S AN AVID COLLECTOR 


Yaromir Wvanovite Zaytsev 


Walk over to the wall ot paintings, which is being admired by the holty-toity 
art dealer, Yaromir, He has disdain in his voice, and looks down his long nose 
at the likes of you. Before chatting to him, you may want to further your art 
appreciation by memorizing the following pictures: 


Et in Kavi Ego -N. Boussin, 1210, oll on canvas 


A Vessel Leaving Port - 1220, by 2, Burnor, 
oil on wood 


The Battle of Anghiari ~ 1206, by V. da Lincl, oll on canvas 


Start your chat with Yaromir. You can make a rude response about not caring 

to learn about art. But itis recommended you tell Yaromir you have “a bit" of 
knowledge about art. Yaromir takes this as an opportunity to embarrass both you 
and the dwarf, as he's sure you can't tell a van der Knoob from a da Linci, and 
asks you to point out which painting is by Edward van der Knoob, the master 
from Maribor. You can: 


. 


Choose the pastoral, the view of Novigrad, the stil lif, the battle scene, or tell 
Yaromir you have no idea; all answers are met with a scoffing and belittling 
reply. The conversation ends. 


Indicate the portrait of the merchant, and Yaromir is taken aback, asks for 

a brief word in private, and apologizes for his impertinence. He tells you a 
secret; there's a van Rogh in the forthcoming auction. Though this painter is a 
Virtual unknown, the bookseller Marcus Hodgson is a fierce admirer. Buy the 
painting at auction, and you might sell it at a good profit, perchance? If you 
can trust that Hodgson, of course. This starts Secondary Quest: Avid Collector. 


Mf you learn about the van Rogh painting, after this information has been 
imparted, Vimme asks you what that chat was all about. You can: 


© Tell him you were told to buy the van Rogh. This causes the dwart to bid for the 
painting in the auction, forcing you to purchase it at a higher price if you want it. 


% Tell him “nothin’ special,” and the dwarf is none-the-wiser (and you can purchase 
the van Rogh for a song). 


HILBERT INTERACTION: HE'S A RIGHT CARD 


Aman recently coming into wealth, Hilbert has 
his eye on a few fancy baubles, but he’s also 
here to get a quick game of Gwent in with his 
Nilfgaardian Empire deck. After asking what deck 
you use (answer as you wish), he asks for a quick 
‘game, Then Vimme asks for a quick cut of your 
winnings. Agree or disagree with either option (feel 
free to maximize your bet at 250 crowns if you're 
confident). Lose the game, and you disappoint the 
dwarf. Win the game, and you receive the following (only available here, and 
during this one game): 


COUNTESS MIGNOLE INTERACTION: 
SHE'S A COLLECTOR OF VEDYMINAICA 


Wilbert 


| OBJECTIVE 


Countess Mignole 


Vimime introduces you to a lady of a certain age, and one that instantly 
recognizes your medallion. She is a keen collector of objects related to the 
Witcherly profession. 


Ask her where she developed this interest, and she mentions a happy past, but 
doesn't elaborate. She does, however, allow you to view a selection of alchemy 
formulas, as well as four pieces of Viper gear. This is your only opportunity to 
purchase the following 


ITEMS: Diagras 


gra 


This Viper armor is medium in weight, offers poison immunity, and has the highest 
armor rating of all the Witcher gear. Each Diagram costs around $30 crowns, and 
this is the only opportunity to buy them! Consult Scavenger Hunt: Viper School Gear 
(page 571) for locations of other equipment fram this schoo}). i 


‘After a chat about the auction, the Countess hopes you might use your preternatural 
abilities to locate a missing earring. Oblige, head up onto the exterior balcony, and 
‘examine a spilt wine goblet. You soon realize the Countess has an ulterior motive 

for asking you outside; she wishes to leam more about a man she once knew with 
tenderness, Vesemir. Answer her as you wish, and leave her to her melancholy thoughts. 


AT THE AUCTION: DO YOUR BIDDING 


When the auction 
begins, you take your 
seat with Vivaldi, who 
offers to loan you 100 
crowns, at a “very 
favorable” rate of 
interest (one crown on 
ten when you pay him 
back). This is enough to 
purchase one, but not 
all three of the auction items. Then he asks if you're prepared to bid. You can: 


# Tell him of course, and wait for the auction to begin. 


4 Ask him to spot you “a couple hundred”; he responds with 100 crowns, Be sure to 
pay him back at his bank in Novigrad (at a 10 percent interest rate). 


> Tell him you'll wait in the back. This skips the auction entirely, and doesn't 
allow you to bid (or start the two smaller quests related to the items)! 
This isn’t recommended. 


AUCTION #1: COUNT ROMILLY’S FIGURINE 


First up is a brass figurine from the collection of the infamous Count Romilly. 
The rumored treasure inside can only be discovered by destroying the item itself, 
You can: 


© Refrain from bidding, 


© Ifyou want it, you'll need to bid 300 crowns for it (despite the item being 
worth only 150 crowns). 


However, if this lands in your possession, you're able to start Hearts of Stone 
Treasure Hunt: A Dark Legacy. 


AUCTION #2: “STARRY NIGHT OVER THE PONTAR” 


Second on the auction block is a charming piece by a young Novigrad artist 
named van Rogh. Bidding starts at only 20 crowns. You can: 


Refrain from bidding 


Bid on it, after not previously mentioning its value to Vivaldi, and snap up the 
piece for its starting bid of 20 crowns. A veritable bargain! 


Bid on it, after mentioning its value to Vivaldi, who wants it for his own 
collection, bringing up the price you'll pay to 60 crowns, Still, a reasonable sum! 


If this painting is won, Hearts of Stone Secondary Quest: The Avid Collector continues. 


AUCTION #3: THE PROFESSOR’S SPECTACLES 


The final item is as rare as hens’ teeth—gold-framed spectacles with mountain 
crystal lenses polished by a gnome master! Once belonging to “the Professor,” 
you can: 


E 
3 
; 
8 


* Refrain from bidding, 


* Bid on it, getting into a bidding war with Yaromir, and eventually outbid the art 
collector at 350 crowns. Worthwhile? Possibly, as you can wear these, and 
add a rather esteemed aura to your visage; you look like a true professional! 
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AFTER THE AUCTION: 
DON’T EXPECT A WARM WELCOME 


| OBJECTIVE 


Hors Borsod 


During the intermission, Vivaldi introduces you to Horst Bordosi himself, Feel free 
to answer his gruff determination about your uninvited status, in whatever way 
you deem appropriate. It doesn't matter as you're unceremoniously removed 
from the building, and dumped outside with two guards to fistfight. Defeat both 
‘guards (ideally using fists and Aard). 


The auction is now definitely over. Secondary Quest: An Avid Collector is now active. 
(| 


‘Treasure Hunt: A Dark Legacy becomes active once you dismantle Count Romilly’s 
| Figurine at an armory. Scavenger Hunt: Viper Schoo! Gear is also active. 


}, OBJECTIVE 


The Stranger 


Afterward, a hooded stranger beckons you to an intriguing chat regarding a 
different possibility of gaining entry into the auction house. Further instructions 
await at a nearby herbalist's hut. Head north and a little east. As you ascend the 
‘hill the hut is on, prepare to fight a wounded wild boar. The hut itself has a trio of 
Fallen Knights, bandits in the armor of soldiers. Remove them as a threat, enter 
the hut, and speak with the Halfling merchant. You can: 


* Trade, ask about master formulae, or play Gwent. 
* Ask him for some “yarrow extract;” the password The Stranger mentioned. 


You're prompted to descend into a small cellar, where The Stranger reveals his 
true intentions. During the conversation regarding a forthcoming raid on the 
Borsodi auction house's vault, feel free to ask about The Stranger’s name, the 
House you're here to steal, and what he wants from the vault 


Related Quests: Hearts of Stone Main Quest: Open Sesame, 
The Safecracker, Witcher Seasonings 

Locations: Hugo Hoff’s House (Oxenfurtl, Circus Caravan, 

jist’s Hut 

Characters: Hugo Hoff, Eveline Gallo, Meryn 

Enemies: Bandits 

Recommended Items: At least 600 Crowns 


Herbal 


Once you agree to the plan in principle, a crew to help perform this breaking and 
entering must be assembled; both for getting inside the building and opening the 
vault itself. There's also the Redanian patrols to waylay, too. Ask about each one 
during the chat 


GETTING INSIDE: BREAK-IN ARTISTS REQUIRED 


As the initial plan is 
to assault the auction 
house from the 
ooftops, The Stranger's 
favorite break-in artist 
is Eveline Gallo, a circus 
artist going by the 
name “The Ermine.” 
She has a troupe she's 
associated with, camped nearby. 


Eveline Gallo ‘Mugo Hott 


The other option is the Halfling Hugo Hoff, who's notched up more break-ins 
than you've felled monsters. He's modest in size, but quite the climber, and he is 
apparently holed up somewhere in Oxenturt 


This starts Main Quest: Open Sesame: Breaking and Entering, 


OPENING THE VAULT: HIRING A SAFECRACKER 


You require someone 
skilled in the arts of 
vault-opening, To this 
end, The Stranger has 
knowledge of two 
possible safecrackers. 
The first is Casimir 
Bassi, a specialist in 
controlled explosions, 
The problem with this dwart is that he's retired, ives in Alness, and might turn 
down the offer. 


ae 


. 


Casimir Bassi Quinto 


The other possible hire is the North's most famed safecracker, Quinto. The 
problem with him is that has infamy has resulted in numerous arrest warrants, 
and he's been nabbed by a “prick mercenary" named Hans of Cidaris. You'll need 
to rescue him. 


This starts Main Quest: Open Sesame: The Safecracker. 


CULLING THE PATROLS: A CLEANSING MIXTURE 


You both agree the Redanians need to be indisposed, not slaughtered. You're 
to approach the garrisons cook, convince him to spike the soldiers’ nosh 
with something to Keep them bedridden with gastrointestinal problems. 

You have a perfect formula to brew. This starts Main Quest: Open Sesame: 
Witcher Seasonings 


| The next part of Main Quest: Open Sesame now begins. There are three parts to this 
quest: Breaking and Entering, The Safecracker, and Witcher Seasonings. Complete 
them in any order you wish, 


| This quest is accessible after you meet The Stranger for the first time at the 
Herbalist's Hut, and agree to locate one of two possible break-in artists for the 


| forthcoming heist. You can choose to visit Hugo Hotf or Eveline Gallo in any order 
' you like, as well as the two safecrackers, and concoct a mixture to incapacitate 
| the Oxenturt guards. 


OPTION #1: 
SOMEONE HAS HASSLED THE HOFF 


OBJECTIVE 


The Stranger mentioned that one of his choices—the Halfling climber known as 
Hugo Hoff—was holed up in an Oxenfurt house close to the confusingly-ntamed 
Novigrad Gate. Make haste for Oxenfurt, head to the stone dwelling close to 

the gate, and knock on the door. There's no answer. But there's evidence of 
soratching and blood on the porch, Not good 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Scan the porch beam to uncover blood; someone knocked their head on it. Close 
by are footprints. Follow them along the main thoroughfare in a roughly soutt- 
easterly direction, and down to the water's edge. A trio of bandits aren't happy 
you've wandered by; defeat all three of them. You sense Hugo is in trouble. 


Use your Witcher Senses and check the nearby rowboat, still moist and used 
recently, The trail ends at the water's edge, but a quick looting of one of the 
bandits revealed a letter. It seems Hugo ran into a litle bit of trouble, and has 
been taught a permanent lesson, Dive into the river, swimming south (and 
optionally using your Witcher Senses to pinpoint Hugo from the surface), and 
dive down to inspect the halfling, who's sleeping with the fishes. This leaves you 
no option but to attempt to recruit Eveline Gallo. 


OPTION #2: 
GALLO’S HUMOR; PERFORM OR PAY 


OBJECTIVE: 


DANGER ALERT 


NVOPENTSESAME: THE SAFECRACKER® 


Related Quests: Hearts of Stone Main Quest: Open Sesame, 
Breaking and Entering, Witcher Seasonings 

Loc: Herbalists Hut, Alness, Mercenaries’ Camp 

Characters: Casimir, Quinto, Hans of Cidaris 

Recommended items: Axil Delusion level 2, or 200+ Crowns 


"| This quest is accessible after you meet The Stranger for the first time at the 

|) Herbalists Hut, and agree to locate one of two possible safecrackers for the 

f Ytcomning helt: Youtomn choose to viet Cask or Cuno fo ty creer For 
‘as well as the two break-in artists, and concocting a mixture to incapacitate 


Oxenfurt guards. . 


The Stranger mentioned his primary choice—the elven acrobat called Eveline 
Gallo—was performing with her troupe somewhere in Gustfields territory. Head to 
the fields just west of the Vegelbud Estate, where a small crowd of peasants are 
waiting for a circus performance. Find Eveline and her colleague Meryn arguing by 
the caravans. After she asks what you want, try the following: 


‘@ Request you speak privately. 
Tell her (with Meryn present) you want her to work with you. 


Your choice affects 

a possible payment 

you may incur shortly. c 
Eveline tells you she's . 
about to commence a 
circus show, but her 
colleague “Hawkeye” 
Vann isn't living up to 
his nickname. Quite the 
opposite in fact; he's gone blind after drinking some questionable hooch. You're 
asked to stand in for Vann, performing a trick involving a crossbow and some 
apples. Help her out, and she agrees to your request. You can: 


Eveline Gallo Morya 


Agree to this request. : B 


Disagree, and reimburse the peasants who have bought tickets, and cancel 
the event. If Eveline is talking with you alone, she agrees that 400 crowns 
should cover it. f Meryn is with her, he prompts her to increase the amount to 
600 crowns. Take it or leave it. 


E OBJECTIVE: 


Accept her request to stand in for Hawkeye Vann, and you find yourself on stage 
with a rabble of serfs watching your pinpoint accuracy with a crossbow. Meryn 
is balancing an apple on each arm, one on his leg, and one atop his head. Simply 
aim and fire at the apples. If you miss, simply try again. f you hit Meryn, Eveline 
still joins you, apparently that's not the first time this sort of thing has happened. 


After the performance or payoff, Eveline lives up to her part of the bargain and 
receives instructions for visiting the Herbalist's Hut. Your infiltrator has been 
secured, and this sub-quest concludes. 


ae 


‘Be sure to locate the caravan merchant here before you leave (or if you return) to 
purchase a couple of Gwent cards. Perhaps challenge him to a game and secure the 
‘Schiru card while you're at it? ; 


Dalila Te OT 
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OPTION #1: 
AN EXPLOSIVE, TEMPERAMENTAL CUCKOLD 


OBJECTIVES: 


Casimir 
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Inthe Gustfields east of Novigrad lies the village of Alness. As you arrive there, 
you spot commotion from one of the thatched-roof cottages. It seems Casimir 
has found out about his wife's infidelity, and is helibent on blowing himself into 
tiny, fleshy pieces. He sits atop the roof waving a flaming torch, near a cluster of 
explosive barrels. The situation calls for quick thinking. You can: 


. 


Mention you're “really sorry” or that he should “set the torch aside” to “talk 
this out.” Neither option is particularly helpful (unless you want to watch a hay 
oof burn), as it doesn’t dissuade Casimir from detonating his barrels. This 
forces you to find Quinto. 


Tell Casimir "you're pathetic.” This angers the dwart so much, he clambers 
down off his perch, and challenges you to a fight. Best him in quick combat 


. 


(Axii Delusion level 2) Or addle the dwarf's brain and order him off the roof 
without having to belt him. 


Choose either of the last two options, and Casimir agrees to help you. You give 
him instructions on reaching the herbalist's hut, and this quest concludes. 
»DI 


UP CASIMI RE PICKING SIDES WITHTHE THER 


| (Spoiler) if you pick Casimir, certain elements of the infiltration within the Borsodt 
| auction house play out ina different manner. Be sure to read the subsequent quest 
} to ensure Casimir's loyalties match your own. 


OPTION #2: HANS OFF QUINTO! 


S OBJECTIVES: 


Related Quests: Hearts of Stone Main Quest: Open Sesame, 
Breaking and Entering, The Safecracker 

Locations: Herbalist’s Hut 

Enemies: Rotfiends 

Recommended Items: Dwarven Spirit (1), Rotfiend Blood (2), 
Wolfsbane (2), 500+ Crowns, Axii Delusion level 2 


This quest is accessible after you meet The Stranger for the first time at the | 


Herbalist’s Hut. You can choose to complete this quest in any order you like, either 


} before or after you source the two break-in artists and safecrackers.. 


A HEADY CONCOCTION OF BLOOD, BANE, 
AND SPIRIT 


| OBJECTIVE: 


During your conversation with The Stranger in the herbalist’s cellar, you're 
given a recipe to concoct, known as the Cleansing Mixture. It requires the 
following ingredients. 


Cleansing Mixture 


| INGREDIENT AMOUNT 


Rotfiend Blood 2 


A short distance 
roughly south from 

the Herbalist's Hut is 
mercenaries’ camp 
where you'll find Quinto 
caged, and guarded 

by a group of ruffians 
lead by Hans of Cidaris, 
You explain you require 
Quinto's services, and 
after some banter, 
you're left with 

having to offer Hans 
something, You can: 


(200 crowns) Pay * 
Quinto's release 

fee of 200 crowns 
to Hans. if you 
forced Hans to pay you more money during Archgriffin monster hunt, Quinto's 
freedom is worth 400 crowns for you. 


a. 


Quinto Hans of Claris 


Try to make a deal, usually dropping around 140 crowns in order to buy 
Quinto's freedom. 


Ask if Hans fancies a game of Gwent. To the winner goes Quinto, If you lose 
though, expect to pay double to free the safecracker. 


* Mention Hans is “acting like a fishwife”, goading him into a bout of fisticutt. 
To the winner goes Quinto. if you're knocked on your arse and lose though, 
expect to pay double to free the lock-picker 


After Quinto demonstrates his skill at exiting cages, you give him instructions on 
reaching the herbalist’s hut, and this quest concludes, 


Wow 


TO: PIC OTHER 


(Spoiler) If you pick Quinto, certain elements of the infiltration within the Borsodi 
‘auction house play out in a different manner. Be sure to read the subsequent quest 
to ensure Quinto's loyalties match your own. 


WITCHER SEASONINGS 


Dwarven Spirit: This can be discovered randomly in chests, or purchased from 
any herbalist (including the Halfling whose shop The Stranger is using as a base 
of operations. 


Rotfiend Blood: Consult the Bestiary to discover more about these disgusting 
atrocities that roam the battlefields, and slay two or more to loot the blood 
(randomly dropped), Journey to Velen, and visit any of the battlefield locations 
there to maximize your chance of encountering a rotfiend. The Secondary Quest: 
Funeral Pyres (page 376) has rotfiends to face, down in Mulbrydale, 


Wolfsbane: Aside from buying this commonly-occurring purple flower from any 
herbalist (including that Halfling), you can find wolfsbane growing, even in the 
garden and fields surrounding the herbalist's hut. 


FISHING FOR CLUES 


E OBJECTIVE: — 


Journey to Oxenfurt, and turk an inauspicious distance away from various 
soldiers as they chinwag about their life. 


The first pair of Redanian troops are stationed outside the Borsodi auction house. 
Wait close (but not too close), and listen to them moan about their idiotic Lance 
Corporal; a fool named Vatslav. There's no mention of the cook, though. 


The second pair of soldiers are nattering inside the Borsodi auction house. Run 
around outside and stand by the leaded window (with the river on your lett) 
Listen to a conversation about Borsodi's daughter. Nothing interesting there. 


The third set of guards can be found by running east along the riverside path, 
past them, and standing on the stone threshold by the ficus bush. The two 
guards talk about having fish for supper, and start strolling westward. Follow 
slowly at a safe distance. If the guards stop talking, stop walking and back up: 
you're too close for their comfort. You learn the cook is fishing at the pier close to 
the Western Gate. 


DANGER ALERT 


OOOO’ 
\ Hos / 


Rolated Quests: Hearts of Stone Main Quest: Open Sesame, 
Breaking and Entering, The Safecracker, Witcher Seasonings, 
Hearts of Stone Main Quest: Scenes from a Marriage, 
Scavenger Hunt: Viper School Gear 
Locations: Herbatist’s Hut, Borsodi Auction House (Oxenfurt), 
Alchemy Inn (Oxenfurt) 
Characters: The Stranger, Ewald Borsodi, Eveline Gallo, Casimir, 
Quinto, Horst Borsodi, “Reginald” the Negotiator, Olgierd von Everec 
Enemies: Redanian Soldiers, Arachnomorphs, Bouncer bodyguards 


AT YOUR SERVICE, MATE 


E OBJECTIVE 


[ 


i| This quest is accessible immediately once you have completed all three ot the 
following: Hearts of Stone Main Quest: Open Sesame: Breaking and Entering, 


| The Safecracker, and Witcher Seasonings. 


4 UCTION HOUSEETIQUETTE RT 


The remainder of this quest takes place within the Borsodi Auction House. As there's 
no way to stall the proceedings once the heist begins, it may be wise to meditate, 
refill or concoct your favorite oils and potions, sharpen your blades, and bring a 
nibble or two to the proceedings. 


Head back to the Herbalist's Hut, descend into the cellar, and wait for The 
Stranger to reveal the precise details of the daring operation. After he says his 
piece, you can optionally ask about a plan “B,” the security measures inside the 
building, and why The Stranger doesn’t use the secret passage he mentions to 
enter the auction house. After The Stranger warns you all not to blab to anyone 
about this, you can decide to head there now, or meet everyone there (the latter 
option allows you to prepare and start the next objective at your leisure). 


% The chatter and incidental musings are different depending on whether you hired 
Casimir or Quinto (pictured). 


HORRENDOUS UPRISINGS FROM THE BOTTOM 


E OBJECTIV 


Ensure you're searching for the cook during daylight hours (meditate until the 
next day if the sun has set), and find Maarten the cook on the pier, as expected. 
He's able to accommodate your extra ingredient into the guards' fish suppers, 
but at a cost. He wants 500 crowns. You can: 


© (600 Crowns) Pay him what he wants 
* (Axil Delusion level 2) Or “persuade” him to help you free of charge. iz] 


Once the cook has been bribed or his mind befuddled into helping you, 
this quest concludes. 


—— 


SIITOPENTSESAMEN PART 2) 


| OBJECTIVES: 


At the allotted time 
{after nightfall) and at 
the allotted location (the 
tower across from the 
auction house), Eveline 
scales the walls and 
shows why she was The 
Stranger's preferred 
agility expert. After 
everyone manages to 
ascend into the building, there's a small squabble (answer as you wish), and 
masks are worn. 


CRITICAL PATH 


When you've optionally spotted a love letter in this attic area, descend down 
the stairs armed with your wooden sword (as you requested no deaths). 

Keep on descending into the auction room, which isn’t as empty as you would 
have liked. You're confronted by four guards. Defeat them (only two must 

be defeated by your hands, so you can target foes your allies are fighting to 
minimize taking damage). 
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‘The fracas degenerates further as Horst Borsodi stumbles into the room, and 
quickly stumbles out again. You're ordered to chase him down, but he escapes 
into the basement and the main vault doors close. The belitower tolls, prompting 
The Stranger to produce something sharper than a wooden sword to stop the 
clanging. Everything, as they say on Skellige, appears to have gone “tits up.” 


HOSTAGE TAKERS AND TROUBLEMAKERS 


NEGOTIATIONS ROUND #1: BUYING SOME TIME 


The Stranger grabs 

‘a hostage as a group 

of Redanian soldiers 
gather outside and a 
negotiator steps in to 
ask what your demands. 
are. The Stranger asks 
you to buy everyone a 
bit of time. You can: 


‘Tell the negotiator to 
pull back from the auction house. This continues the 
stand-off without bloodshed, allowing your safecracker more time to act. 


‘Tell The Stranger you're not about to use innocents as living shields. With no 
‘demands to meet, the Redanians storm the auction house, forcing you into 
a fight with the negotiator and two guards, 


NEGOTIATIONS ROUND #2: 
COMPOUNDING THE CRIME 


‘Assuming negotiations are continuing, the Redanian captain yells that a bargain 
‘or agreement must be made. You have limited time to choose a response. 
You can: 


‘Toll the negotiator to pull back again, As he isn't about to give in to this demand, 
the stand-off falls apart, forcing you into a fight with the negotiator and 
‘two guards. 


+ Ask the negotiator to tell you a joke. This initially befuddles him, and the hostage 
‘The Stranger is holding helps your cause by screaming at the correct moments. 
‘The negotiations move to a third round. 


‘Order the negotiator to find you a wagon. This buys you a bit more time, and the 
‘negotiations move to a third round, 


NEGOTIATIONS ROUND #3: 
CONTINUING THE PANTOMIME 


Mf you chose to ask the negotiator to tell you a joke, or requested a carriage, 
€ final round of negotiations occur. 


‘® Ifyou asked for a joke, the negotiator (which you've taken to calling “Reginald”) 
bblusters out a one-liner, Feel free to reply as you wish, and make a deal involving 
the releasing of one hostage now, and another in ten minutes. Reginald takes 
the deal, Quinto appears to let you know the vault is open, and you can descend 
without bloodshed. 

Ifyou asked for a carriage, the negotiator asks what type: 


© Ifyou ask for Radovid's Coronation carriage, this forces the negotiator into 
storming the building, and forces you into a fight with the negotiator and 
two guards. 


© Ifyou ask for any type, “as long as it rolls,” the negotiator obliges (as the 
request isn’t ludicrous), and you make a deal involving the releasing of one 
‘hostage now, and another in ten minutes, The negotiator takes the deal, 
Quinto appears to let you know the vault is open, and you can descend 
without bloodshed. 


NEGOTIATIONS NULLIFIED: 
AN EXPLOSIVE INTERRUPTION 


If Casimir is your safecracker, a non-violent exit out of this situation 
isn’t available: 


During the negotiations, even if the guards haven't stormed the auction room yet, 
your talks are interrupted by a massive explosion from downstairs as Casimir 
blasts the vault doors wide open. You're forced into a fight with the negotiator 
‘and two guards. 


NEGOTIATIONS NULLIFIED: THE REDANIANS ATTACK! 


OBJECTIVE 


It hostage negotiations falter due to your saying the wrong thing, or your 
dwarven explosives expert blowing the vault to bits, you must face two 

soldiers and the guard captain. As your sword and armor aren't impressive in 
the slightest, combat is a tricky proposition, so rely more on Signs, as well as 
removing the two soldiers without shields first, so The Stranger and yourself can 
tag-team the final foe. 


|| Whether or not you're in the mood for negotiations or facing guards down with 
wooden swords, Eveline Gallo takes this moment to bid you a fond farewell, 
she's out of here! bs 


COMPLICATIONS, COMPLICATIONS... 


OBJECTIVES 


Once combat is over, or 
you've given yourself 
enough time through 
negotiations, you can 
head downstairs to the 
vault door. 


® If Casimir is your 
‘safecracker, the door 
(and any trap trigger) 
is well and truly blasted open. You're ordered to push on into the vault. Simply 
cross to the other side, heading southeast. 


‘© If Quinto is your safecracker, he marvels at the quality of the lock before picking 
it. You're ordered to push on into the vault. Head forward before dropping down 
into an earthen pit where four Arachnomorphs attempt to scuttle your chances at 
treasure. This additional trap mechanism wasn't destroyed by Quinto, Use Quen 
and either Aard or Igni to help rid yourself of these foes. After climbing back up, 
cross to the other side of the vault, heading southeast. 


Horst Borsodi and his henchmen are waiting inside the vault. The Stranger takes 

this opportunity to reveal his true identity—Ewald Borsodi, the estranged brother 
of Horst, and clamant to the family fortune! As the two brothers exchange spittled 
verbal barbs, Horst yells your way, asking you to switch sides, 


END PART 1: BROTHER AGAINST BROTHER 


Remaining neutral isn’t 
an option; you must 
side with one of the 
Borsodi brothers. At this 
point, a few variations 
are possible: 


Horst Borsod! Ewald Borsod! 


PLAN #1A: STANDING WITH HORST (NOT CASIMIR} 


> Answer “Tempting 
offer, Horst. 'm in, 
{'m with you." You 
tell an incredulous 
Ewald that you hate 
being taken for a 
ride, then watch 
as Casimie walks 
slowly toward Ewald, 
and stands by his 
side. They both draw their weapons. You must face Ewald Borsodi and Casimir in 
combat, Horst Borsodi and his two shield henchmen fight alongside you. 


PLAN #1B: STANDING WITH HORST [AND QUINTO) 


| OBJECTIVE 


D> Answer “Tempting 
offer, Horst. I’m in, 
Ym with you.” You 
tol an incredulous 
Ewald that you hate. 
being taken for a 
ride, and Quinto 
murmurs that it's 
hard not to agree, 
Ewald intends not to 
‘90 quietly, You must face Ewald Borsodi in combat. Horst Borsodi, his two shield 
henchmen, and Quinto wait until the duel is over, 


PLAN #1C: STANDING WITH EWALD [AND CASIMIR) 


OBJECTIVE 


D> Answer “Can't bribe me. Il stick with Ewald.” You scoff at Horst's desperate 
attempt at bribery, and Casimir adds that he's here to take whatever he pleases, 
along with an explicit disemboweling promise. You must face Horst Borsodi 
and his two shield henchmen in combat. Ewald Borsodi and Casimir fight 
‘alongside you. 


PLAN #1D: STANDING WITH EWALD [NOT QUINTO} 


| OBJECTIVE 


[> Answer “Can't bribe me. I'l stick with Ewald.” You scoff at Horst's desperate attempt 


at bribery, though Quinto finds it much more of a tempting offer, and succumbs. You 
must face Horst Borsodi, his two shield henchmen, and Quinto in combat. Ewald 
Borsodi fights alongside you. 


END PART 2: A VIOLENT FRATRICIDE 


Begin fighting the brother (and anyone allied with him) in bloody combat. 

You have a full complement of equipment to utilize. Note that when fighting 
Horst, attacking him as a primary target is better than elongating the battle 

by removing his shield mercenaries first, unless you want the XP; as combat 
concludes when you whittle Borsodi's health down to almost naught. Once your 
chosen Borsodi is brought to his knees, the following occurs; 


PLANS #2A AND #2B: EWALD'S LAST STAND 


Horst as the head of the family, Refusing, Ewald tries a knife plunge, but misses 
and this results in him being struck into a bloody pulp until you intervene, Horst 
stops, but only temporarily, grabs at Ewald's knife, and plunges it in. Ewald 
gurgles his last breath. Now for a spot of unfinished business, 


END PART 3: UNFINISHED BUSINESS 


YBJECTIVE 


PLAN #3A: MAKING A DEAL WITH HORST BORSODI 


> Did you side with Horst Borsodi? When he tells you he'd rather die than hand you 
the papers within the House, you can reply “maybe we can make a deal,” It is 
decided that Horst will keep the papers, while you take the casket itself. If Quinto 
is with you, Horst beckons him to talk, and hires him into his fold, Afterward, 
you escape the vault via the secret passage Horst opens for you. 


PLANS #2C AND #2D: HORST’S LAST STAND 


D> After a battle of 
swordplay in the 
vault, you bring Horst 
Borsodi to the ground 
with a fierce Aard 
push. Ewald picks 
up his own brother's 
‘sword, stands over 
him, and points the 
blade at Horst's 
throat, demanding he sign over all that he owns. Horst pleads to take a single 
trinket, attempts to strike Ewald with it. Disarmed, Horst is rewarded by being 
struck multiple times in the face with the goblet until you intervone, Ewald stops, 
but before you can react, he finishes pulping his brother with a final, grotesque 
bludgeon. Horst gurgles his last breath. Now for a spot of unfinished business. 


One of the Borsodi brothers now lies crumpled on the vault floor. You must now 
deal with the other one. Time is short, and Borsodi's House must-be retrieved. 
You stand to face Borsodi, demanding the Borsodi's House. However, Horst or 
Ewald has some particularly important papers stored within this carved casket, 
and isn't about to let you have them. If Quinto or Casimir are still alive, they 
recommend a less violent end. You can: 


i 
3 
: 
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PLAN #3B: HORST PLAY: 
ENDING THE BORSODI BROTHERS 


| OBJECTIVE: 


> Did you side with 
Horst Borsodi? 
When he tells you 
he'd rather die than 
hand you the papers 
within the House, you 
can reply “nothing 
‘simpler." Face him in 
‘combat; optionally 
slaying the blowhard 
‘quickly to avoid combat with his Bouncer bodyguards. 1 Quinto is still alive, he 
sides with Horst, and both must be faced. Afterward, you must escape the vault 
on your own, 


PLAN #3C: MAKING A DEAL WITH EWALD BORSODI 


> Did you side with Ewald Borsodi? When he tells you he figures his chances to 
better you are good, tell him, “This is not a bust, We can figure this out,” 
You quickly agree that Ewald will keep the papers within the casket, while you 
take the House itself. Soldiers are entering the vault, so an escape must occur 
quickly; if Casimir is with you, he mutters a (coarse) sigh of relief. Afterward, you 
(with Ewald and Casimir) must escape the vault via the secret passage Ewald 
‘opens for you, 


PLAN #3D: EWALD’S END: 
STOPPING THE BORSODI BROTHERS 


OBJECTIVE 


> Did you side with 
Ewald Borsodi? You 
can question Ewald's 
decision to fight you 
a8 “dumb,” and face 
him in combat, staying 
the fool quickly If 
Casimir stil alive, 
he sides with Ewald, 
‘and both must be faced, Afterward, you must escape the vault on your own, 


ITEM: Maximitian Borsodi’s House 


Related Quests: Main Que: 
Open Sesame; Main Quest: Whatever a Man Soweth. 5 
Locations: Alchemy Inn (Oxenfurt), Von Everec Estate, The Painted World 

Characters: Black Dog, Black Cat, Caretaker, Wraith in the Painting, 


Jead Man's Party, Main Quest; 


Iris von Everec, Olgierd von Everec 
Enemies: The Caretaker, Specters (Spiders, Ghouls, Ethereals), 
Wraith in the Painting, Ethereal 


END PART 4: ROLL OUT THE BARREL 


| OBJECTIVES 


Ifyou're on your own, locate the large vault pillar to the left of the pedestal Borsodi's 
House was sitting on, and press it. This opens the secret door to the south, 


Ud ICTION'HOUSEETQUETTE 


Before you leave the auction house for the last time, a quick rummage in two vault 
chests is the order of the day. The two chests near the pillar with the pressure plate 
hold valuable diagrams for an Ofier Crossbow and the Viper Venomous Steel Sword. 
Don't forget them before you leave! 


ITEMS: Diagram: Ofieri Crossbow, Diagram: Viper Venomous Steel Sword, 


Dash through the escape tunnel, use the lever to open the secret wall and step 
into a fisherman's hut close to the Pontar. 


If Ewald is with you, you have a final conversation, and he otters to provide items 
to you at cut-price rates from the Auction House in the future. 


If Casimir is with you, there's a last chat before he bids you a fond farewoll, 


OBJECTIVE 


Retur to Oxenfurt, enter the Alchemy Inn, and speak with Olgierd regarding the 
evening's slaughter, This can be done whether or not you finish Main Quest: Dead 
Man's Party 


Mention you have the Borsodi's House, and Olgierd beckons you to a quieter 
location. You can ask why he required the papers within the House, ask more about 
the Borsodi brothers (Oigierd is happiest if you killed them both), and why he has a 
Gripe with them. What follows is a tale of woe and debt, but mainly debt, 


You can also quiz him about the company he keeps, his saber, the Ofieri “toad” 
prince, or play Gwent. 


Hf only Main Quest: Open Sesame has been completed, you must finish Main 
Quest: Dead Man's Party 


Hf both Main Quests: Dead Man's Party and Open Sesame have been completed, 
mention the third task. Olgierd's Wild Ones free a man from a barrel, Olgierd 
requests your presence outside, and asks if you've ever truly loved, Answer as 
you wish. You can: 


* Refuse to drink, and not discover much about the forthcoming task, 
* Agree to drink, and more old wounds are picked apart. 


When it comes time, Olgierd tells you he had a wife once. The day he saw her last, 
he gave her a violet rose, You're to bring him that bloom. This quest now concludes, 
and Main Quest: Scenes from a Marriage begins. 


A SPRAWLING ESTATE, SHROUDED IN 
UNNATURAL FOG 


} OBJECTIVES 


This quest is accessible immediately once you have reported back to Oigierd after 
‘completing both Hearts of Stone Main Quests: Dead Man's Party and Open Sesame, 


Deep into the eastern hills of Gustfields territory, due east of Winespring Grange 
and the Dancing Windmil is the dilapidated remains of the Von Everec Estate. 

‘A perpetual gloom hangs over this manor house and grounds, and the main 
gates are rusty and covered in creepers, This forces you to look around the 
perimeter for another way in; head left (north, then east and southeast) until 

you hear someone calling out for "Kendrick." The man is a common thief; ask 
‘questions as you wish. Fortunately, he stands at a break in the wall, allowing you 
to pass through into the grounds 


» OBJECTIVE 


Use your Witcher Senses to search the grounds of the von Everec estate for a 
Violet rose. 


Enter the fog-filed 
grounds, and begin a 
thorough inspection of 
the areas of interest on 
your map, using your 
Witcher Senses as you 
0, Your investigations 
yield the following 
evidence: 


A couple of bags of fresh manure, Perhaps to feed the flowers? 


A small fountain of ice-cold water, unused for a while, 


‘Near the fountain is a wooden bench; it looks well-used. 


A small grave under a leaf-less tree. Sitting nearby is a black dog you can talk 
to.and shoo away. 


Accluster of bee-hives, well-maintained but dormant. 


The smell of flowers from the garden beds that are still tended. But there's no 
violet rose growing here, 


Close to an old oak tree by a circular pathway is an old painting easel; the 
wood has rotted completely. 


A busted lamp and trampled ground are close to the locked main doors, 
‘Somebody dragged something farther along the upper walls into the Inner 
gardens, Your objective updates: 


OBJECTIVE 


Remain on the upper 
walkway and scour the 
wooden deck and steps 
for more evidence; your 
Witcher Senses pick up 
the following 


Scuff marks and 
blood; a wounded 
man was dragged 
through here, 


Prints from cleated boots, leading from the back of the garden. 


Follow the footprints around to a side gate, and push the gate. Beyond, you 
see a Black Cat watching you intently, Your chat with the cat is interrupted by a 
scraping sound; someone is digging. 


TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS 


L OBJECTIVES: 


The source of the digging isn’t a being to be trifled with, and you are encouraged to 
‘thoroughly prepare for a prolonged battle by brewing elixirs, prepping projectiles, 
using oil, and setting up your combat inventory before meditating, before venturing | 


into the back garden. 


Remain on the upper walkway, and follow the trail of footprints and body marks 
to the back garden. Here you find the source of the digging sounds: a MOnstrOUS ses» 
and grotesque form, an abomination created through black magic, now a 

guardian of the estate—the Caretaker! It hasn't finished digging the hole to 

‘dump the remains of the other thief in yet. Without a sound (as it has no mouth) 

it stops and tums its shovel at you. The Caretaker must be Killed before you = 
can continue, a + 


The Caretaker has the following attacks and maneuvers: 


Regeneration Strikes: Whenever he strikes you with his spade successfully; he 
regenerates a small amount of health, Simply avoid being struck for this, and the 
usual reasons! 


‘Summoning Ghosts: After around three or more attacks, or when he suffers 
‘substantial damage, he invokes ghosts that shuffle toward him, allowing themselves 
to be destroyed and absorbed by the Caretaker, regenerating his health considerably, 
Stop this quickly by special positioning (see "Coaxing the Caretaker,” below), or by | 
reaching the ghosts first and simply striking them with a single hit to dismiss them, 
‘As more ghosts are summoned (continuously for around 30 seconds), continue to 
Jook for ghosts (especially on your map) and race to prevent the Caretaker reaching 
them as quickly as possible while dismissing each with your sword, 


Combination Attack (Spade): This is a powerful series of spade attacks the Caretaker 
can string together to orm a devastating combo. If you're caught in this, you can 

be killed easily. Do not try to attempt to parry or block; step out and away from 

this attack. 


Special Attacks (General): These cause a large amount of damage and cover a large 
‘area around and in front of him. These are as follows: 


Special Attack: . 
Shovel Stam: The Caretaker 
raises his spade above : 
his head and then stams 
it down into the ground, 
causing a wide, cone- 
shaped area to be bathed 
in attack energy; this = 
causes massive damage to 
you, and knocks you down. ™ 
Look for the Caretaker to raise his spade, and back away from the area. As the 
shovel becomes temporarily stuck in the ground after the energy dissipates, venture 
into attack afterwards. Then leap away as Soon as you See more energy starting to 
‘appear around him. 


‘Special Attack: 

Charging Shovel: The Caretaker barges forward with his spade outstretched, racing 
forward around eight meters and causing massive damage and a knockdown if he 

strikes you during this time, Afterward, there is a brief recovery time, where you can 
strike back. Simply step to the side, of roll into or around the attack so the Caretaker 
runs past you. Then target and attack the foe during his recovery. 


Impressive Immunity: The Caretaker is immune tow most Sign, Bomb, and crossbow 
bolt effects. He also immediately destroys any Yrden placed by you, making this 
especially ineffective. 
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AY DEFEATING THE'CARETARERSTHEBEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Learning Patterns; In the Beginning: The Caretaker makes a slow but constant 
approach toward you, attempting his combo attack when close. These usually end 
‘with a Shovel Slam, in an attempt to knock you over. 


Learning Patterns: In the Thick of It: When you manage to reduce the Caretaker's 
health to the frst ofits three segments, and again when two-thirds of his health 
{s lost, the Caretaker breaks away from the fight and summons ghosts from their 
‘graves within the garden. He slays and absorbs the ghosts’ energy, and this can 
easily bolster his health back up to maximum. These invoking phases last 30 
‘Seconds, So itis imperative you clear the ghosts away from the Caretaker to avoid 
prolonged combat. Afterward, the Caretaker begins attacking again, At two-thirds 
health, the Caretaker summons ghosts and then starts to employ the Charging 
Shovel attack exclusively. At one-thirds health, the Caretaker summons ghosts for 
| asecond time, then uses both the Shovel Slam and Charging Shovel attacks. 


| Coaxing the Caretaker: As the ghosts are summoned within the low stone walled 

|_ section of the back garden, if you back away from the Caretaker during the combat 
phase, forcing the Caretaker to follow you up the steps and to the pathway where 
You met the Black Cat (or where the thiet’s body is at the opposite end of the 
garden), you can quickly leave the Caretaker when he starts to summon ghosts, race 
Into the garden, and mow down ghosts quickly before the Caretaker can reach them; 
| atleast until he follows you back into the garden. Area-of-effect attacks, like Ign, 

| are particularly helpful in ridding an area of multiple ghosts. Then concentrate on 

|. any ghosts within the Caretaker's path, preventing more health being sucked up by 

| this foe. Don't engage the Caretaker during this time; focus on the ghosts, 


| A Precise Attack: As the fight begins, approach but do not engage the Caretaker, 
stay directly outside the range of his combination attack. Watch for the start of the 
| Shovel Siam, you can easily spot this as energy arcs out of his weapon. At this point, 
| roll behind the Caretaker, and as the Caretaker tries to remove the shovel from the 

| ground, batter him with sword attacks coated in Relict Oi, 


| Conclusion: Once the Caretaker pertorms his Charging Shovel attack, a simple 
| sidestep, followed by sword attacks during his recovery time, is the key to success, 
| Repeat the previous tactics mentioned until the conclusion of this battle. 


THE CARE 


t 0H Quen 


KER'SVULNER ITIES 


FRIENDS OF THE HOUSE 


| OBJECTIVE 


After the Caretaker falls, you're somewhat surprised 
to start a philosophical discussion with the Black 

Cat. Joined by the Black Dog you saw at the grave 
earlier, They don't reveal their identities, only that 
they are “friends of the house.” You can ask them 
‘about the Caretaker, and their mysterious nature, 
but mentioning the violet rose. You're given a key 

to the manor house, allowing you to search for the 
fose’s owner (and estranged wife of Oigierd), Iris von 
Everec. Before continuing, you may wish to loot the 
Caretaker and gather his magical spade; 10 percent 
of the damage caused by this weapon is returned 

to you as health, You may also find an Ornamented 
Brush beneath the rotted gazebo, close to the dead 
thief, in the back gardens. Head to the back of 

the manor (the door the two familiars move to sit mane 
between) and enter. 


ITEMS: Key to the Manor Back Door, The Caretaker’s Spad 
Ornamented Brush 


MW INTO THEDARKMANOREPTHERE BE LIGHT 


A Cat potion, a simple torch or lantern, and judicious use of the map to ensure you're 
‘ot lost, are advisable when starting your search of this tumbledown manor, Feel 
free to light any candles or fireplaces along the way, to add further fight and so you 
know where you've previously explored. 


INTO THE DAR 


AANOR: LET THERE BE WRAITHS 


Or specifically, one particularly frightening wraith. As you've just defeated the 
Caretaker, you may be low on provisions, so ensure your best wraith-killing 
‘equipment (and health) is up to snut before continuing, 


Ater listening to 
whispers and navigating 
the inky-black entrance 
and storage area, enter 
the only accessible 
doorway, and into the 
grand parlor. A spectral 
shape disappears back 
into a painting on the 
far wall. Something 
wraith-lke is lurking here, Venture further into this large, dilapidated chamber, 
and take the sketchbook from the table. 


ITEM: tris’ sketchbook 


Step into the main 
hallway, where a 
falling chandelier and 
ghostly voice attempt 
to dissuade you trom 
continuing. The way 
forward is up the grand 
Staircase, but you 

can optionally inspect 
the following: 


* The painting to the right of the grand stairs; It is of Olgierd looking like a 
different man compared to the tortured soul you've currently befriended, 


* Inthe dining room opposite the doorway you entered from, there's a table 
strangely clean and ready for a meal to be served, if you examine It 
(use your Witcher Senses) 


Ascend the main staircase. At the top, the wraith in the painting may startle 

you. Nearby is a painting of Iris and Oigierd together. The only accessible area is 
through the doorway to the left (west), into a smaller office room exhibiting the 
signs of fire damage. Optionally loot a couple of books, then take the exterior 
balcony into a secondary bedroom. The door opposite swings open, coaxing you 
into a long gallery: A very long gallery. 


WRATH OF A WOMAN SCORNED 


As the gallery elongates to a point where it is 
impossible to escape, the familiar form of a wraith 
ongeals close by. However, this form of Iris von 
Everec is especially troublesome. Prepare to defeat 
the Wraith in the Painting. 


The Wraith in the Painting 


This wraith attacks in a similar manner to any other floating specter you may have 
encountered before, But she is a little more problematic than other lost souls: 


Relentless and Immunities: She is relentless, fast, and aggressive. She is also immune 
to Signs that cause damage and special effects from Bombs and crossbow bolts. 


Close Attack Clawing: A barrage of close-range clawing attacks can keep you 
stunned due to being constantly struck. She can also pass through you during this 
attack, usually used as a counter if you attempt to defend. 


Painting Regeneration: Any lost health is regenerated as the wraith flies higher into 
the air (to escape your attacks), and opens a portal into one of the paintings found 
in the long gallery. Then attacks resume after the portal opens; until she floats and 
enters the painting portal. if she enters, she disappears for a few moments, then 
returns via a different painting portal, regenerated with health. 


Quen, not Yrden: Unlike the Wraiths you may have faced before, Yrden isn't a 
recommended tactic to use, Come to this fight with a boosted Quen; augmented 

by abilities and utilize these defenses (such as Active Quen) frequently. In this 
situation, Quen isn’t a passive defense, but is instead the key to victory; you're 
‘absorbing this Wraith's damage rather than attempting to prevent it. For this reason, 
it's also worthwhile carrying a supply of Tawny Ow! potions to boost the stamina 
regeneration you need to cast Signs. 


Portal Permission Denied: Now Quen Is allowing you to fight back more frequently, 
you'll damage the wraith (especially if your sword is coated with Specter Oil), 
‘causing her to float up, and open one of the painting portals. As soon as this occurs, 
ook for the beginnings of the (green) portal, and focus every attack on the location 
Of the painting portal. You can use sword attacks, or bombs, crossbow bolts, or 
offensive signs (Igni for example, offers a quick closing of the portal), 


Repetition Equals Victory: Without a portal to enter, the wraith starts to attack you 
agaiin, but without the boost in health she craves. Use Quen, counter and wound her 
‘again, and prevent any subsequent portals from opening. Continue this tactic until 
tho wraith is slain, 


Fe mrsnonmnnamnne 
oS & 


Specter Oil Yrden 


| OBJECTIVE 


With the long gallery 
exit (to the east) now 
accessible, enter Iris’ 
bedchamber and make 
a short inspection of the 
room before checking 
the bed; there's a 
portrait to pick up on a 
small table to the right 
of the fireplace. Though 
you can also inspect the small art studio off this room, the main area of interest 
is the large bed itself. Iris is here, but she’s not in the land of the living. The Black 
Cat and Dog appear to recommend you frame your wishes more carefully. As you 
learn more about her, you can ask the familiars how Iris died and why they are 
helping you, before inquiring about iris’ wrath. It seems their mistress endured 
much hardship. After taking a key to the front door (given by the Black Cat), you 
inform your furry friends that you intend to talk to Iris anyway, starting with the 
burial of her remains, 


ITEMS: 


A EULOGY, AND INTO THE PAINTED WORLD 


| OBJECTIVE 


‘nis von Everec (Deceased) 


You now have the run of the manor. Retrace your steps down the main staircase, 
and out the main doors (you can now unlock). Into the gloomy garden, you should 
inspect the following locations as a suitable resting place for Iris. Your previous 
search of the grounds allows you to easily find the following areas: 


© The bench near the fountain. Iris liked to sit here, but this isn’t a good place 
for a grave; It is too close to the house. 


© The flower bed, Though Iris adored flowers, she would never want to destroy = 
them. Dig somewhere else. 


© The easel on the raised garden under the large oak tree (roughly northwest of 
the main manor) seems suitable; you are told Iris loved to paint. 


You dig the grave by the easel, and say a few Kind words about Iris (choose 
whatever you wish to say). You can then try to summon her, and place one of 
the following items you found during your previous searching (it doesn't matter 
which, you don't have to place anything): 


* The sketchpad from the ground floor study and library. 
© The painting of Iris and Olgierd from Iris' bedchamber. 
‘© The ornamented hairbrush found in the back garden. 


You can also ask the Black Cat and Dog to add their own eulogies. With the 

remains interred, you attempt to summon her. Her wraith appears, silently walks 
over to the easel, conjures a painting of the manor, and steps through. The figure 
of ris appears in the painting, prompting you to follow her into the Painted World 


YOU'RE MORE THAN A MEMORY NOW 


| OBJECTIVE 


You appear in a place 
both strange and 
familiar, the painted 
world of Iris von 
Everec's dreams. 

The Black Cat and Dog 
exist in both places. 
After her death, the 
Painted World gained 
substance. Fee! free to 
ask the Cat about it. You 
are instructed to tear 
Iris from her autumnal 
slumber completely. 
You need to restore her 
memories, one scene at 
a time. You must peer 
closely at each memory 
before restoring it. 


CRITICAL PATH 


‘is von Everec (Memory) 
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SCENE #1: OLGIERD THE UNWELL 


OBJECTIVE: 


Under the gazebo, Iris is 
painting, while Olgierd 
sits on a bench. Use 
your Witcher Senses, 
and discover the 
following three objects: 


* Abook called 
The Spirit from 
the Steppe, on the 
wooden gazebo rail, to the right of the entrance. 


© Apainter's palette on the empty bench across from Oigierd. 
* Ateapot for afternoon tea, to the right of Olgierd. 


Place the painter's palette on the small table to the right of Olgierd, Place the 
book in Olgierd’s hands. Ignore the teapot. The scene then plays. Afterward, a 
‘swarm of painted bees surrounds you. Though not particularly harmful, they 

can be a nuisance, and can be dismissed using Igni. Head down into the main 
courtyard with the impressive (and purple) hedge. You're attacked by around four 
“spiders” along the way. Defeat them before continuing. 


ITEMS: Painter’ tte, 


t, Book: The Spirit from the Steppe 


EMOV WISPIDERSFROM THE G. 


If 


| These shadows attack in a similar manner as Arachnomorphs, and it is worthwhile 
| consulting the Bestiary (page 733) to discover the best swordplay tactics to utilized. 
| Their lunging attacks can cover large distances, and they have a web-based spittle 
| to tle you up (parry this to avoid i). Copious dodging and rolling are advisable, as 

| unlike normal Arachnomorphs, these shadow spiders are immune to all Critical 

| effects (such as Burning, Freezing, and Paralysis). Therefore, Quen (to absorb any 

|_ stray hits from these foes) and fast attacks are recommended; especially frequent 
light sword strikes that can stun these shadows for a while, 


GTHESHADC 


SCENE #2: YOUR HEALTH, MY DEAR WIFE 


j OBJECTIVES: 


With any Spiders 
disposed of, optionally 
talk to the Black Cat as 
you reach the formal 
fountain, Use your 
Witcher Senses and 
uncover the following: 


* Glass (a wine cup) 
on the edge of the 
fountain, just like the one Olgierd is holding, 


* ABouquet of flowers on the ground, close to the hedge, near the area where 
you find the glass. 


* Awedding veil, on the benches just left of the “happy couple.” 


Only one of these items (the glass) is necessary to gather. Place it in iris’ hand 
and witness the scene unfold. Now you know where the spiders ended up; 
expect a large Spider and three smaller ones to appear. All must be dealt with 
before continuing. After dispatching these wraith-spiders, you see an indistinct 
‘and terrifying image at the manor threshold. You're told this is a fear you must 
eventually face. Did it look a little like Olgierd? 


ITEMS: Glass, Bouquet of flowers, Wedding veit 


SCENE #3: DINING AT THE DEBTOR'S FEAST 


Enter the manor, 
which is much more 
structurally sound in 
this other world. Access 
the dining room, where 
Iris and Oigierd sit at a 
Jong dining table with 
Iris’ family. The memory 
is incomplete. Use 
your Witcher Senses to 
reveal the following 


* Asuckling pig, a lavish feast laid on by Olgierd, in an attempt to impress 
his quests. 


* AToussaint wine on the floor. Expensive. 
* Addoll made of silver thread and pearls close to Olgierd. 
* Some bank notes; it appears a debt has been bought out. 


Unlike the previous memories, these objects can’t be picked up or moved 

There Is a different trick to complete here; move to the opposite end of the dining 
room to the fireplace, and study the painting on the wall. It shows the feast, 

but with three important differences: The fireplace is lit, as well as the left and 
middle candlesticks. Ignite them (don’t ignite the third candlestick at the far end 
of the table) and watch the scene unfold, Afterward, an ethereal specter appears. 
Attack him as you would a bandit, until he yields, and beckons you through a pair 
of double doors into the main stairs hallway. 


SCENE #4: INK STAINS AND CONTEMPT 


OBJECTIVE: 


Head up the stairs, and 
into the bedchamber. 
Olgierd is bent over a 
wash basin, while Iris 
lies pensively on the 
bed. Use your Witcher 
Senses and uncover 
the following: 


* Abloody towel at the 
foot of the bed. 


* Anight shirt, never worn. 
* Anight lamp on the bedside table; the wick is almost gone, 


Head to the dressing table where Olgierd is, and place the bloody towel next to 
the wash basin, on the right. Watch the scene unfold. 


ITEMS: Bloody towel, Night gown 


SCENE #5: A PENSIVE PAINTING 


| OBJECTIVES 


The painting studio The doors in the study are locked, and the air is rapidly escaping. You have no 


is adjacent to the other option but to examine, and then jump into, the painting of the manor during 
bedroom. Enter to winter. You appear in the gardens where you buried Iris. A fierce blizzard is in 
see another blurred danger of cutting you to the bone, and you must seek safety immediately! 
memory. Gather the Sprint down the stairs, and head across the gardens (roughly southwest), to 
following items from ‘an open set of cellar doors with a shadow figure above them. Now out of the 


the room before peering _ blizzard, head through the second (unlocked) door, and into another memory. 
over Iris’ shoulder at 
the painting: SCENE #7: THE OLGIERD | MARRIED IS NO MORE 


* A fruit bow! on a sideboard, fresh as if someone just rinsed it. The bow! 
contains both grapes and an apple. 


OBJECTIVES: 


 Aglass wine goblet on a chair, like the one in the painting. 
The details of the painting are off; you must add three items to the living tableau, 


and position them correctly based off their location on the painting itself. The igierd sits in mid-swig (though he's missing a receptacle) looking as if he's also 

order is as follows: in mid-argument with his father-in-law (who appears to be needing to hold a 

«The apple shouldbe placed on the right scroll), while Iris looks on from the stairwell, Use your Witcher Senses to inspect 
the following: 


© The grapes should be placed on the left. Aware tarrel drained tothe last tron. —_ 


© THe goblet should be placed in the middle, © Apipe on the tile floor; this is the time Olgierd started smoking. 


«ite on tne desk; we assume Digi got the scars on his shoulders during 


that winter. 
SCENE #6: IMMERSED IN THE ARCANE ARTS ‘© Abeer tankard (Mug) on the tile floor, once filled with vodka, 


OBJECTIVES © Amarriage contract between iris and Olgierd 


Place the mug in Olgierd’s hand, and the marriage contract in the father-in-law's 
hands, Watch the alarming scene unfold, and then bring your sword to bear on 
a trio of wraiths in the shape of ghouls. A similar bout of sword and sign play is 
recommended before you continue. 


MS: Ki c 
Enter the long gallery ITEMS: Pipe, Mug, Knife, Marriage contract 


after the scene, 
and beware of four SCENE #8: OUT OF SIGHT, NOT OF MIND 
specters that attempt = = _ 
to waylay you. Stay 

at the entrance to 
prevent being overrun, 
and attack them 
methodically, They 
suffer Igni damage 

and blows from your swords, and their attacks can be partied like those of a 
‘common bandit. Exit the long gallery, and head into the study, where Olgierd and 
iris are frozen in time. Enter the study. Use your Witcher Senses to discover the 
following: 


| OBJECTIVE 


‘© Apentagram on the floor to bind summoned beings. The lines aren't distinct, 
and candles must be placed to complete it. 


Chalk is found on the low bookcase, along with a bottle of blood you don't need. 


Beeswax candies are to be found on Olgierd’s desk, under the window. 


© Abook on the floor in the corner by the bookcase, entitled Between Worlds. g 
‘Ascend the cellar steps, weaving your way back into the dining room, which : 
. ff 3 
oesah iad peste He Livery Blood Pacts, or On Foreign ow holds a more recent memory. The Black Cat and Dog remember staying 3 
‘ Lila here for hours in silence, and take their places close to a small dining table. E 
+ A painting (to the right ofthe fireplace) showing a depressingly gloomy manor _Olgierd is here with the abomination he created, while Is sits atthe table. 8 
in the winter. Inspect the following: 
With the candles and chalk, you can finish the pentagram. Clues can be found in * Animal hair on a ground pillow. Claw scratches on the ground near the 
the books, or you can use process of elimination to place the candles on the circle table too 


surrounding the pentagram. You watch the scene unfold, and gain understanding 
into Olgierd’s addled mind. After the scene ends, the study is set ablaze! ems eae eg ee 
* A food tray on the table right ofthe fireplace 
Pi Bi 
ITEMS eet oo comcdteegh oh ‘© Alarge bow! strewn on the floor, and a smaller one on a nearby table. 
Place the large bow! by the Black Dog. Place the small bow by the Black 
Cat. Place the food tray in the hands of the Caretaker, After speaking with the 
familiars, watch the final scene unfold, as Olgierd’s specter finally casts 


a shadow over Lady Iris’ every remembrance. 


ITEMS: Food tray, Large bowt, Small bowl i 


Presences 
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| OBJECTIVES: xi MP DEFEATING THEETHEREAUS*THEBEST BATTLE TACT 


As all their attacks are 


the same as Oigierd's, 
you should have some 
Stride across the stairwell hallway, and into the parlor. Check the letter on the familiarity coming into | 
table. As you read Olgierd’s letter to his wife, ethereal shapes appear from the this fight. When battle | 


‘commences, there are six 


I j nightmarish f K ith 
wall. Sinewy, nightmarish forms of Olgierd, armed with swords and creeping ks aly at 


from dark comers. The parlor elongates into a large flame-red arena where your 


active. Kling that enemy 
ultimate combat begins! causes another to wake 

up and attack, and this 
NIGHTMARE IN RED process repeats until the last wakes and is beaten. However, any idling foe can be 


‘awoken at any time if you accidentally. Need more of a challenge? Wake everyone 
up and slay them all at once! 


| OBJECTIVE 


Pian 1: One at a Time: The easier plan is to Keep away from the idling foes, moving to 
the far end of the arena, and slay each form of Olgierd one at atime, using tried and 
trusted tactics from the first time you faced him, 


Plan 2:,ll at Once: Throw caution to the wind, and slay all six foes in a crowd 
by preparing yourself accordingly. You require maximum damage inflicted in the 
shortest amount of time. Use damage-enhancing potions and decoctions, and use 
the Whirl Combat skill to great effect here. 


Since these enemies only gain skills as the others die, when they are woken up, they 
are all relatively weak. Use this to your advantage by corralling them in one place 
and unleashing damage as quickly as possible. A solid whirl attack can take up to 
four of them out at once, Once fewer of these enemies are in the arena, treat them 
‘as single foes and employ original Olgierd-staying tactics, 


Vd ETHEREADVUUNERABILITIES 
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Blizzard Potion Spector O11 


You mist face a demonic form of Olgierd known as 
the Ethereal. Six of these dopplegangers appear in 
the parlor All must perish! 


1AM SADNESS: INTO A DREAM OF WHAT WAS 


f After the fight, lis 
‘vis’ Graatest Fear appears before you in 


her bedchamber. You 
can tell her you've met 
her before, as well as 
This nightmarish form of Olgierd is split into six separate beings. They have all the requesting the rose 
strengths, weaknesses, and attacks as Olgierd, s0 you should read up on how to Olgierd gave her. Fee! 
defeat Olgierd when you were presented with this option at the end of Main Quest: free to mention her 
|  Evi's Soft First Touches (page 286), or access similar information in the Bestiary husband's powerful 
| (page 765). The same tactics apply here, enemy, and choose 


answers as you wish, When the conversation moves to the wintery balcony 
outside, you can find out more about the rose, why Olgierd needs it so badly, 


UP OF EATING THE ETHEREALS°ATIACKS FROM IRIS BIE and make the following decision 

| Strengths: Essentially clones of Oigierd, these demons are fast and relentless. > Ask her to give you the rose (“This needs to end. I'm taking the rose.”). 
Initially motionless, they wake when you attack each one, so if all the enemies are This forces Iris’ spirit from this world, and sets her two animal familiars free. 
‘awoken at the same time they all attack together. The main difference is that these They make mention of a “Man of Glass,” and to seek salvation in “glass that 
the enemies only have basic sword attacks, when one dies the remaining foes all rose as Iris departs, and you appear back in the real world, 


gain another of Olgierd's skills like a shadow dash, As each additional enemy is 


killed, the rest gain another skill until the last one left has every skill that Olgierd "1 
gh te eganienpesbelpro te 


| 
| enemies gain Olgierd's skills as they die. In other words at the beginning of the fight cannot be broken”. This is a clue to a riddle in the next quest. You are given the 


Weaknesses; These are the same as Olgierd's original shortfalls; you can counter > Refuse to request the rose (“Not my place to decide Iris’ fate.”). While this doesn't 
| and stun the enemies when they are attempting a special attack. The first three win you any friends with Iris’ animal familiars who are stuck with her for eternity, 
{ Clones have so few skils, they are reasonably easy to defeat. nor does it win Iris’ gratitude, you don't leave empty-handed. Iris sends you back 

Re te ~ . into the real world with an addition to her painting; you cut out the image of her 
carrying the rose. 


ITEM: Painting se 


of Iris and the Rose 


You are back on the manor grounds, and the quest concludes. Whether you have 
the rose or a painting of the rose changes a future interaction with Olgierd in the 
next quest. 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Scenes from a Marriage; Contract: 
Phantom of the Trade Route, Scavenger Hunt: Viper School Gea 


Locations: Von Everec Estate, Alchemy Inn (Oxenfurt], Shant’s Clinic 
{Oxenturt), Professor Shakestock’s House (Oxenfurt}, 
Temple of Litvani, Realm of Rumination 

Characters: Gaunter 0’Dimm, Shani, Professor Premethine Shakeslock, 
Olgierd von Everec 

Enemies: Drowners, Witch Hunters, Specters 


SOMEONE DIDN'T READ THE SMALL PRINT 


| This quest is accessible immediately once you have completed Hearts of Stone 
Fp ier oss Fro» arene : 


One of the ataman's representatives is waiting 
for you back at Oxenfurt. Stroll in and observe the 
chatter of the peasantry, sidestepping the drunk at 
the doorway, Master Mirror is here, close to Olgierd's 
stead, and after manipulating time, you both speak. 
Though you can ask who he really is and how he 
controls time, you want to know why he's even 

here, Answer as you wish, as O'Dimm skips around Gawater 0"Dimm 

the other answers, but he is here to make one final 

request: Drawing Olgierd to the Temple of Lilvani in Velen’s The Descent Territory. 
You have no choice but to agree. Afterward, you speak to a Wild One (with a fly in 
his soup), and inform him where Olgierd needs to meet you. Answer as you wish 
Before you step over a man with a spoon placed indelicately into his eye, the 
Wild One also mentions that Shani is looking for you. This begins the following 
optional objective. 


W OPTIONA 


HIGHEREAR 


Feel free to meet Olgierd at the Temple of Lilvani at your convenience. However, if 
you complete the optional objectives with Shani, you have an additional choice to 
make when you visit the Temple; which is recommended. 


Head across Oxenfurt's cobblestone streets and 
locate the clinic you've previously visited. Upstairs, 
Shani is getting ready to move; the Redanians 
require her services in Kaedwen. Answer her as you 
wish (including a query about why the departure 

is so sudden). Shani has also learned a little more 
about Olgierd, not through book-reading, but through 
her colleague at the Oxenfurt Academy, Professor 
Shakeslock. Apparently, he met Olgierd multiple 
times. Ask why Mage Hunters are quarding him, before requesting a meeting 
with the Professor, Shani agrees, though getting in won't be easy, 


| USED TO BE AN ADVENTURER LIKE YOU... 


| OBJECTIVES 


Shani 


5 
3 
3 
5 


Follow Shani south across the bridge to Oxenfurt 
‘Academy, talking about the plight of the magicians 
(and Shani’s future) as you go. Radovid's presence 
is seen almost immediately as you pass by a pile 

of books ready to be burned. Two guards (Bruno 
and Norbert) halt your progress into the cloister. 
Shani recognizes one of them, Norbert, who she 
saved from being crippled with her arrow-extraction 
abilities. Reluctantly, the guards buy her story, 
leaving her to find some way of letting you in via the outer walls. 


Norbert 


Jump off the bridge into the water, or make a less dramatic pathway descent 
to the sandy banks at the foot of the western wall of the Academy, Close to 
the lookout tower attached to the wall, make short work of a trio of Downers, 
Afterward, reach the wall, where Shani pulls you up and into the cloister. She 
departs for her clinic to finish packing, 
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EVIL INCARNATE 


OBJEC TIVE 


The courtyard and archway leading to the professor's house is guarded by a 
quartet of Witch Hunters (including one with a crossbow). Deliver swift death to 
them all, before checking the door of the house. It is locked, forcing you to look 
to the ladder attached to wooden scaffolding on the opposite (south) side of the 
Cloister. Ascend the ladder, and a second one, gingerly climbing up and across 
the sloping roof to the tiny balcony lit by a lantern. Use Aard to break through into 
the house. Descend the stairs, optionally investigating the following with your 
Witcher Senses: 


* ASilver Lamen; not used in ages. 
* Ashattered mirror, possibly broken by sound. 
* Acopy of Gillian Aboco's Lesser Key (a tome about demons). 


Feel free to ransack the place before descending 
another flight of steps, where you discover the 
Professor himself, blind, slightly addled, and fearful 
of stepping outside a protective pentagram. 

‘Ask and answer him how you wish, optionally 
asking whether the Professor is a prisoner. As the 
Professor explains his research about Master Mirror, 
also known as the Man of Glass, you can question 
‘Shakeslock about the magic circle and other 
information about O'Dimm, before asking whether Olgierd made a pact with this 
evil incarnate, The Professor offers an illuminating reply regarding a pact signed 
in blood, and a price to be paid. Optionally ask about Viodimir, Olgierd, and then 
about Olgierd trying to break the pact. Finally, optionally ask how to rid yourself 
f your facial marking, before thanking the Professor for his help. 


Protessor Premethine 
Shakeslock 


Just then, the earth shakes, most strangely, causing the Professor to stumble out 
Of his magic circle, trip, and land awkwardly while you try to prevent a bookcase 
falling on him. Alas, Professor Shakesiock is no more, Retrieve the key from the 
Professor's body. Head out of the Professor's house, climb the ladder to the west 
to reach the lookout tower, and dive out into the waters around the Academy. 


OPTIONAL: A FOND FAREWELL TO SHANI 


‘# After speaking to Shakeslock, but before you head to the Temple of Lilvani, 
you can opt to visit Shani one last time. Speak to her if you wish, and optionally 
play Gwent with her. If you beat her at Gwent, you can obtain the unique 
Olgierd von Everec card. Note the second option (below). 


% Aer speaking to Shakeslock, and after completing this quest, ou can visit Shani 
One last time. Alas, she has already left and her clinic is empty, aside from some 
‘Scavengable items. Upstairs on a table is the unique Olgierd von Everec card to 
take (if you haven't won it already), 


ITEM: Gwent Card: Olgierd von Everec i 


«THAT SHALL HE ALSO REAP 


OBJEC TIVE 


Due east of Toderas in The Descent Territory (Northern Velen), is a cave entrance 
to enter. Though you can hike the hillside around the temple, the most direct 
route is to enter the cave, and climb the large boulders heading roughly south 
and west (rather than east, which leads you to a Royal Wyvern nest if Contract: 
Phantom of the Trade Route is active), Instead, enter a small rocky opening, go 
down some steps, and out to a strange, circular temple overlook with views of 
the Pontar river where sacrifices where once performed to the moon, How apt. 


Oiglerd von Everec 


After night falls, Olgierd von Everec meets you. Answer him as you wish, He asks 
for the violet rose he wished you to retrieve for him. You can: 


% Hand him the rose, if you took it from tris during Main Quest: Scenes from 
a Marriage. 

‘Hand him the section of painting, if iris kept the rose during Main Quest: 
Scenes from a Marriage, 


After Olgierd laments the mess he made of his life, and rues the day he entered 
into a pact with the Master of Mirrors, he is struck by a sudden and agonizing 
pain. Gaunter O'Dimm makes an impressive entrance, and reveals that Olgierd’s 
Contract has been fulfilled; they stand on the moon to complete the pact. 
Another trick from this master of deception! How will you react? You can; 


> Don't get involved. Ending #1: Faithful and Servile Obedience begins. This ending 
‘Occurs automatically (with no chance to choose) if you ignored the optional parts 
of this quest, back in Oxenfurt. 


D> Help Oigierd. This is only available if you completed the optional parts of this 
‘quest, and received the information from Professor Shakeslock about the games 
Gaunter enjoys playing. Ending #2: Some Other Time begins, 


ENDING #1: 
FAITHFUL AND SERVILE OBEDIENCE 


The Master of Mirrors towers over Olgierd, softly and firmly explaining that 
Olgierd’s soul is now no longer his own. Gaunter strolls over to you with a 
memento of Olgierd’s, removes your facial branding, and asks what you'll choose 
as a reward for your subservient actions. You can answer: 


© “Wanna be as swift as the wind": You receive the Caparison of Lament 
Saddle, increasing your horse's stamina by an impressive amount 
(100 points). When equipped, the saddle also affects one person near the 
horse with one random effect. Affected characters will either be confused. 
attack you for a short time, or protect themselves from imaginary bees. 


ITEM: Caparison of Lament 


“Never wanna go hungry again”: You receive the Horn of Plenty, providing 
aan endless source of food, and +40 vitality regeneration (+25 in combat), 
for 5 seconds, 


ITEM: Horn of Plenty 


* “Abottle of vodka that's always full": You receive the Bottomless Carafe, 
giving you an infinite amount of alcohol; helpful for getting drunk or during 
alchemic brewing. 


ITEM: Bottomless Carafe 


© “Make me rich”: An influx of 5,000 crowns, 


ITEM: 5,000 Crowns ; 


* "Don't want anything from you": Just the experience points, and a slight 
clawing back of your dignity (and salvaging of your soul, though this doesn’t 
affect your ongoing adventure). 


With a merry whistle, Gaunter O'Dimm departs, and the Hearts of Stone Main 
‘Quest concludes. 


ENDING #2: PART 1: SOME OTHER TIME 


You intercede, and make a bargain with Master Mirror; offering a game or 
challenge in return for both your and Olgierd's souls. This piques 0'Dimm's 
interest, but on his terms. You are thrust into an unknown realm. Master Mirror’s 
voice echoes in your ears. He tells you a riddle, and forces you to solve it before 
the sand runs from the timer. You can ask for the riddle to be repeated. Then you 
must push northward, along the path. 


To all things and men | appertain, 
‘and yet by some am shunned and disdained, 
Fondle and ogle me, til you're insane, 
but no blow can harm me, cause me pain. 
Children delight in me, elders take fright, 
Cry. and | weep, yawn, and | sleep : 


k ‘smile, and | shalt gri 


iy RUNNING PHEREALM'OP RUMINATION 


Do you require a succinct pathway through this Realm of Rumination? Then consult 

the “Temple of Lilvani" section of this guide's Atlas, on page 633. Otherwise, Keep = 
heading roughly north, and be sure to keep an eye on your map so you can see 

branching pathways coming up; this helps you not get lost. 


RUINED IN THE REALM OF RUMINATION 


The “time remaining” indicator is of utmost importance to your continued 
well-being, as there's not quite enough time to visit all the strange locations 

within this foreboding realm. As death awaits you if you fail, you are encouraged to 
plan accordingly 


Keep to the paths; wandering off just wastes time, 


Beware of crevasses, walls, crooked trees, and other obstacles that delay you, 

‘or can kill you if you fall through them. 

This realm is inhabited by specters of various forms, shaped like monsters you 
have previously fought. tis imperative you ignore these foes as battling them can 
seriously impede your time. 

‘Master Mirror has a number of small traps designed not primarily to harm you, 
but to simply waylay you. Don't visit every one of these (detailed below); only the 
recommended areas! 


Have Aard ready to cast sooner rather than later, 


OBSTACLE: THE WEEPING WELL 


CRITICAL PATH 


Run past the three crooked trees to your right, heading roughly north. ignore the | | 
small stone ruins to your left. At the fork in the pathway, with a trail left and right, 
watch for two specters. They are guarding a small well you can peer into, and 
‘attempt to solve the riddle; the answer isn’t “echoes.” The left path ends ata 
chasm you can’t maneuver across. 


Recommended Plan: Ignore the well, ignore the left path, and ignore the 
specters. Head right at the fork in the road, across the wooden bridge. 


an 
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OBSTACLE: SHANI IN TROUBLE 


Once across the bridge; you should ideally take the left path at the next fork. 
However, heading right leads you to a fissure, and no way forward. Even worse, 
You hear the cries of Shani hanging from a broken stone bridge. Race up the side 
path to reach the bridge, and she disappears from view with an evil grin. Another 
of Master Mirror's illusions! 


Recommended Plan: ignore the cries of Shani, and this area completely. Head 
left at the fork in the pathway instead. 


OBSTACLE: SPECTER AND SWORD 


Gross the wooden bridge from the weeping well, and at the next path junction, 
head left. Head under the bridge and up the steps, following the path as it curves 
{ett (West) to a junction. Turn right, and face down a specter that takes the form 
of a Hym. Race northwestward, leap the gap in the stone steps, and locate the 
rod-lit rock with a sword protruding from it. 


Follow this pathway, ignoring the specter (run past it), and gather the sword; this 
{s the only chance to retrieve it! Then retrace your steps back to where Shani 
was in trouble. 


ITEM: Viper Venomous Silver Sword 


OBSTACLE: STONE BRIDGE 


Look for a stone bridge with the central span missing (it must be leapt across) on 
the higher ground, just left of the bridge from. which Shani was hanging, Leap the 
bridge to reach a T-shaped junction. 


‘After taking the Viper Sword, return here and leap the bridge without delay. 


OBSTACLE: THE SHIMMERING CAVE 


Just after the broken stone bridge, at the T-junction, take the right path, heading 
east to a cave entrance. Orens are scattered at the entrance, Inside the cave are 
various chests, loot, and coins to stuff into your pockets and trade or use later, 
None are unique to this area, however. 


Ignore this if your “time remaining” bar is half-flled or less. Otherwise, take what 
you can without delay. Take a left as you emerge to reach the pair of statues 
leading to the red mansion. 


OBSTACLE: THE SWINGING TREE 


At the T-junction after the stone bridge, take a left (head roughly west), along a 
path toward a strange red mansion in the distance. Before you reach the pair of 
statues, there's a tree with a swing attached to it. Examine the swing, and you 
make a guess to solve the riddle. "Swing" is the wrong guess, We recommend 
you ignore this area completely. 


OBSTACLE: THE RED MANSION GROUNDS: 
A PAIR OF STATUES 


You're on the correct path if you continue north and see two cowled statues 
bathed in red light. Head past them, into the mansion grounds, and beware of 
two specters that use gargoyle-like attacks against you. There's a small chapel 
in the distance, left of the mansion. 


Enter the grounds, bypass the chapel, and avoid combat with the specters entirely. 


OBSTACLE: THE RED MANSION FAMILY TOMB OBSTACLE: THE MIRROR TEMPLE 


Within the red mansion grounds is a small chapel with a tomb in front of it. Run into the mirror temple. Around a central courtyard are various steps, 
Examine the tomb and you make a guess at the riddle, “Family” is not the correct staircases, and passageways leading to a total of five red mirrors. As you 
answer. We recommend you ignore this area completely. approach each one, the mirror shatters. if you're not careful, this could bring you 


‘more than seven years of bad luck! We recommend you ignore all the mirrors. 


OBSTACLE: THE RED MANSION AND LONG GALLERY 
OBSTACLE: FLOODING THE FOUNTAIN 


Locate a second pair of statues and climb the tiered gardens and stairs up to the 
entrance, and into the red mansion. There are rooms to either side to check, and —_Instead of concentrating on all the mirrors, seek the second one you can see, 
stairs ahead of you leading down into a long gallery—an extra-long gallery! around the gnarled tree in the main courtyard, and in front of a small ceremonial 
fountain pool. When the mirror smashes as you near it, use your Witcher Senses 
to uncover the following 


Head here without delay. Once inside the mansion, ignore the side rooms, rush 
down the long gallery, and when the floor gives way, roll just before you land to 
decrease any falling damage you take. * Evidence of water here. Perhaps there's a way to bring it back? 


Rushing water behind the wall to the northeast. 


Stand in front of the wall, and use Aard to destroy it, sending a flood of water 
into the fountain. As the fountain fils, you are able to complete the riddle (the 
solution is “reflection”), and grab a spluttering Gaunter O’Dimm from the murk. 
He babbles in a strange tongue, and is banished 


ENDING #2: PART 2: A HEART OF STONE 


You're expelled from the realm and arrive back at ¢ 
the Temple of Lilvani. Your brand has disappeared, 
but Olgierd is stil here. Answer his questions as 
‘you wish (optionally asking what it is like to have a 
heart of stone). Though his life is now in ruins, he 
vows to make something of himself. For saving his 
soul, Olgierd rewards you with a stunning example 
of quality sword craftsmanship, and the Hearts of 
Stone Main Quest concludes. 


CRITICAL PATH 


ITEM: Ir rd) 
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EPISODE 2: 


BLOOD AND WINE | ¢ 


(MAIN QUESTS) 


In which a pair of venerable knights implore you to agree to accompany them to the Duchy of 
Toussaint, a vibrant province of green pastures, fine wineries, pomp and circumstance, and 
chivalrous virtues, a land untainted by war. Summoned by Duchess Anna Henrietta herself, it seems 
not only wine is flowing freely; but also the blood of some of her most trusted allies. Hidden from 
view of the general peasantry is a series of ghastly discoveries, as you uncover evidence of a 
powerful beast terrorizing the region. What is lurking here in the night? Expect a full complement of 
quests, dark deeds to be thwarted (or undertaken), unexpected twists, as well as time for romance 
and deceit. 
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: Main Quest: The Beast of Toussaint 
Locations: Stonecutters’ Settlement 

Characters: Milton de Peyrac-Peyran, Palmerin de Launfat 
Enemies: Bandits 


THE TYRANNY OF BANDITS 


| OBJECTIVE: 


LO QUESTING DECISIONS J 


|| This quest is accessible immediately once you have the Blood and Wine Expansion 
(check your Quest menu for the objective). It is advisable to be at least Level 34 | 
i before attempting this quest. 


‘A Notice Board beckons; locate any you wish (such as this one in Mulbrydale), 
‘and read the message with the fancy seal marked “Appeal to Sir Geralt of Rivia, 
the Bridge his Crest." Notices aren't usually written to you directly, but this time, 
the letter reveals the names of two knights-errant you may have had previous 
knowledge of, in your dim and distant past. A strange “beast” stalks their land, a 
rich and fertile Ouchy to the southeast, called Toussaint. 


| OBJECTIVE 


Itseems the knights are meeting with a group of agitated villagers in the 
recently-razed Stonecutters’ Settlement, just southwest of Oxenfurt. Ride to 
where the knights are attempting to convince a peasant rabble of their chivalrous 
nature. After spotting you, the three of you enter the main village hut. After 
apologizing for the shoddy nature of the hut they are using, they explain their 
fealty to justice. 


SPOILER ALERT 


LZ 


Before handling the 
matter concerning 
you, the knights plan 
to fight oppression by 
dealing with a band of 
marauders. You can: 


# Offer to help 
them with the 
bandit problem. 


Baron Palmerin de Lawntal 


# Explain that ridding the area of bandits will simply lead to worse brigands 
replacing them. After some verbal anguish at leaving the peasants to this fate, 
the knights agree with you. A bandit confrontation is avoided. 


INTERLUDE: BY THE CRANE! VILLAINS, 
READY YOUR ARMS! 


) OBJECTIVE 


After waiting until sunrise, a band of around a dozen bandits descends upon the 
settlement, ready to continue their pillaging until called to atone for their sins 

by Palmerin de Launtfal, His flowery language fails to Inspire, and after a spot of 
mocking, you can chime in regarding the bandits’ course of action. Not that it 
matters; the bandits decide to verbally agree to their own deaths. Begin a swift 
series of executions; expect to slay 13 bandit foes, including their leader and a 
shieldbearer named Zorg. Beware of crossbowman firing at a distance (remove 
around three of these threats if taking a bolt in the back is starting to annoy you). 
After the battle, the knights are a little put out by the lack of thanks they receive. 


MESSAGE FROM THE DUCHESS 


Once inside the hut, a more important matter is discussed. Her Illustrious 
Highness, Duchess Anna Henrietta, personally beseeches you to help rid her 
fands of a dreaded Beast. You can quiz the knights on the flowery language of 
Anna Henrietta’s missive, then ask about the monster in question. Bodies have 
been massacred in a brutal, horrid manner, and three sketches of the Beast can 
be viewed, Feel free to ask: 


© About the black magic the Beast is said to wield. 
* About those who have tried to trap the monster. 
* About the tourney taking place at the same time as this problem, 


After that, you can either take the contract and continue the quest, or think 
‘about it, which allows you to make some last-minute arrangements in Velen 
(such as preparing for the quest first). Return to the knights, and you begin the 
ride to Toussaint 


ITEM: Summons from Duchess Anna Henrietta 


OOO-O-O OANGER A 


Related Quests: Main Quest: 
Secondary Quest: No Place Like Home 

Locations: Dulcinea Windmill, The Cockatrice Inn, Tourney Grounds, 
Beauctair Palace, Palace Gardens, Lake Seidhe Llygad (Unmarked) 

Characters: Milton de Peyrac-Peyran, Palmerin de Launfal, Guitlaume, 
Fisherman, Hooded Stranger, Vivienne, Her Illustrious Highness 
Duchess Anna Henrietta, Captain Damien de ta Tour, King Cormorant 

Enemies: Golyat the Giant, The Bruxa of Corvo Bianco, Shaelmaar, Courtiers 


nvoys, Wineboys, Main Quest: Blood Run, 
aa 


ALL FOR ONE, AND ONE FOR ALL! 


| OBJECTIVE 


After a few days' riding, you reach the Duchy of 
Toussaint. Your enjoyment of the rolling hills, lush 
green farmland, and distant view of the spectacular 
palace of Beauclair is tempered somewhat by 

the appearance of a huge, lumbering giant with a 
distaste for windmills. It seems the knight who is 
facing down this monstrosity requires a modicum of 
assistance. Engage the giant Golyat! 


me de Lavatal 


You are fortunate that both the Knights, as well as the giant's adversary, are 

in this fight with yous this allows you to dodge around the huge foe while it is 
preoccupied with your fellows. Employ similar combat techniques to those you 
honed on Skellige when facing Cyclopes (and the Ice Giant of Undvik); roll away 
‘and to the side, and avoid all the vicious pounding and sweeps it makes with 
its huge weapon. Temporarily flummox it with Axil, use Yrden to slow it down 
(though Signs only cause minimal reactions to this foe), and Quen to stave off 
some damage if you're not quick enough to dodge. Continuous circling, before 
darting in to strike and then retreating, is the most proficient way to win. 


DEFEATING THE GIANTSTHEBEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Goylat moves like his Cyclops brethren, refraining from running or strafing, just 
Jumbering strides in your general direction. He is also incredibly tough, requiring 
a lot of damage in order to topple over, Exhibit patience, and work with your new 
knight friends. Occasionally they prove most worthy at distracting Golyat, allowing 
‘you to get in strikes when he's pre-occupied. 


Otherwise, dart in with a strike once Golyat finishes one of his troublesome, and 
damaging, swings and is recovering in readiness for his next attack. Darting in, 
damaging, and retreating is the key. You need not worry about the knights" health, so 
Jet them bear the brunt of this enemy. 


Or just shoot Golyat in the head with a crossbow. If you shoot this foe through the 
eye hole in his helmet, you get an instant kill, along with earning an Achievement. 


SPOILER ALERT 


A DEFEATING THEGIANTSGOLYATETHEGIANTS ATTA 

Golyat uses a giant mill wheel to deliver massive bludgeoning damage in vertical 
pounds or massive horizontal sweeps. He loves to swing this weapon, smashing 
things all around. His attacks are far-reaching, he's extremely aggressive, and tends 


to keep moving toward you, mostly ignoring the three knights. 


Weapon Swing: A medium-range weapon swing. Dodge or leap to the side, or back 
away to avoid being struck. 


‘Weapon Overhead Smash: A medium-range weapon smash, dropping vertically, 
Highly damaging, so avoid using dodges and retreating, 


Kick, Stomp, and Swipe: Golyat sometimes kicks, stomps, or swipes with his left 
‘arm; both push you back, increasing the distance between you, allowing the giant to | 
be more effective with his weapon swings. Simply avoid these by dodging. 


Charge Attack: If you're at long range, Golyat occasionally attempts a charge to 
close the distance. if you're caught, expect to be pushed back, and possibly sent 
tumbling over. Recover and retreat, or simply roll or dodge to the side to avoid it. 


Whirlwind Attack: Occurring at both short and long distances, this is the Golyat's 
most severe series of strikes, so watch for him raising his weapon up to the side 
of the head before his spins around. Damage is significant, and you're sent flying. 
Parrying is not an option, but dodging (or letting Quen bear the brunt of this) is. 


x 
ro 


Ogroid O11 Aut 


Yrdon 


Grapeshot Bomb 


After the battle, it transpires the young knight Guillaume attempted to slay the 
lant (who had ventured down from the Gorgon Hills to feed) to win the heart of 

a damsel. Guillaume is somewhat embarrassed and indebted to your superior 
mettle, and offers you the head as payment, Feel free to ask how the giant came 
to be here, and take the trophy (you can sell it to merchants, or place it on Roach’s 
saddle to add Experience Points to each monster you slay); also loot the corpse 
for a large number of crowns and other items). Guillaume also has some news 
regarding the Beast; the river has surrendered a corpse near the Cockattice Inn! 


ITEMS: Trophy from Golyat, 450+ Crowns 


FISHING FOR CLUES 


| OBJECTIVES: 


While your other knight brethren ride for the palace, follow Milton along the 
paths through the open fields, talking of Toussaint mannerisms as you go. 

You pass the Cockattice Inn, heading down the embankment to the river's 
edge. The Duchy's troops have already investigated the area (and unknowingly 
tampered with evidence that could help you), but there's still the need for a 
thorough investigation. 


CRITICAL PATH 


317 


‘Walk roughly southward to the cluster of barrels and crates by the jetty, before 
Joining Milton in dispatching a group of four Scurvers attracted by the corpse. 
When all Necrophages are neutralized, return to the investigation area, and begin 
a thorough examination of the following: 


‘© The river bank near the pile of barrels and crates, where the traces of some 
heavy, possibly hobnail boots, can be found. 


Follow the boot prints to a collection of flotsam and clutter at the river's edge; 
anything taken by the current ended up in these shallows. 


Continue to follow the prints to a fishing post; only blood-soaked scraps of 
nets pulled out of the water are left there, probably cut by the guardsmen who 
secured the body. 


As the objective updates, stay in the vicinity of the shallows. 


. 


. 


Aut by the edge of the river indicates the guards pushed off a boat from 
this point 


OBJECTIVES: _ 


Your investigation continues: Make further careful examinations before wading 
Into the river itself: 


Between the two fishing posts is a section of netting; a knife was used to cut 
the nets that hung here. 


Dive into the river, 
using your Witcher 
Senses to look for 
remnants of these nets; 
there's various tangled 
items to discover 
under the water. You 
must discover the 
sodden remains of a 
monogrammed silk 
kerchief with the initials d.1,C. embroidered on it. 


ITEM: Handkerchief monogrammed 


With the kerchief gathered, return to the shore and speak with Milton, 

After a brief sum-up, you agree this isn't the site of the murder (the river 
current brought the body here; it was caught in the nets, pulled out by the 
guardsmen, placed on a boat, and taken somewhere. As you talk, mention the 
following to Mitton: 


* That someone is watching you. A strange, hooded figure, it seems. 


* Thatyou found a monogrammed handkerchief. Milton is taken aback at the 
initials; De fa Croix! Milton remembers the fellow, digging up past memories 
he'd rather not speak about 


THE CRAYFISH CHOWDER IS OFF 


| OBJECTIVE 


Run around the hut, up the embankment, following Milton into the Cockatrice Inn 
via the bridge entrance, This watering hole for traders, smugglers, and boatmen 
{s famous for Its crayfish chowder, though Milton's nostrils are only picking 

tup the musty scent of fresh pate. After an introduction to a Toll Collector and 
Nobleman, you begin a discussion with one of the boatmen; the crayfish are off 
as all that's been caught is a corpse! Feel free to ask any questions you wish, 

as Milton verbally gathers further information from some verbose questioning. 
You receive information that the body was hauled off to Corvo Bianco, a nearby 
winery. You notice a woman leaving the premises (but didn’t notice her walk in. 
How odd). 


As you finish the 
questions, optionally 
asking about the local 
murmurings about the 
Beast's appearance 
being some sort of 
divine punishment 
(asking what else 
people say about the 
Beast, if you wish), you plan on inspecting the body. Meanwhile, Milton has other 
tasks; her Grace has bestowed a great honor on him; he's to play the Hare during 
this year’s games. You refrain from asking what he's exactly on about for fear of 
further lengthy digressions into local traditions, Instead, you wish Milton luck, 
and leave the premises. 


Hooded Stranger 


Fisherman 


‘This is likely to be the first location you visit in Toussaint with a Notice Board. As 
|| usual, be sure to read any letters pinned to this board, and begin any optional quests 
* you wish, You will find four available here. The investigation of Corvo Bianco is not 

{time senstve. 


ne 


BLOOD, WINE, AND A BRUXA 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Whistle for Roach, and gallop across the bridge, following the roadways through 
the beautiful rolling grassland with a slight incline, into the Sansretour Valley area 
of Toussaint. Slow down as you enter the grounds of the Corvo Bianco winery, as 
a bolting horse, rolling barrel, and gurgling guardsman indicates a recent battle 
Perhaps related to that strange woman you thought you saw back at the inn? 


(Optional) Make a sweep of this carnage-filled scene: 


* The body between the splintered wine barrels has busted ribs and blood 
oozing from the ears. It took a solid hit before dying. 


* The corpse slumped by the curved wall has had his throat torn open by 
man-like jaws. 


© The stil-bleeding fellow draped over the wall post was killed by a single blow. 


© Adiscarded coat on the cobblestone ground matches one worn by the woman 
from the inn, 


By the cellar entrance, a guardsman staggers out and collapses, 


It seems your clues are leading you to a cellar investigation. There are more 
Clues to inspect: 


© The upturned cart has river muck; it carried the body here. 
* The cart tracks show the attacker had no trouble knocking over the cart 


* Two further corpses at the cellar entrance have claw wounds from five 
separate claws, with a spread about the size of a small human hand, 


© There is also a small flock of different kinds of birds perched all over the 
courtyard and on the cellar entrance overhang. What does that signify? 


* Your investigation concludes the guardsmen were slain by a vampire; but not 
‘one you've previously encountered in the Northern Realms. This is the work 
of a Bruxal 


vA ce ECTCOMBATYPREF 


Now is an excellent time to fully prepare for the combat to come. Utilize the oils 
and potions that help minimize your chances of failure before descending into the 
wine cellar. 


| OBJECTIVES: 


your Witcher Senses) 
can continue as you 
descend the wooden 
stairs into the cellar. 


‘© There are small, 
bare-foated prints 
leading deeper into 
the cellar. 


© Acrumpled corpse Indicates the man fell down the stairs and broke his neck. 


© Turn left, inspecting a man slumped against a wall near a grating; he was 
hurled against the wall with great force. 


* Beyond the grating is the remains of a grate (battered with force) and another 
corpse, Step around the rolling barrel. 


You enter the main cellar. The Bruxa seems to be protecting something corpse- 
shaped on an alcove table. You explain that you know what she is. There is no 
reasoning with this vampire; it must be slain! 


1p? FEATING ORVO BIANCO: 


‘The Bruxa has the following attacks and maneuvers to be aware of: 


Jn and out of the Ether: The Bruxa can instantly disappear and appear at will, as well 
as briefly teleport in a cloud of mist. This, coupled with her extreme speed, makes her 
‘a particularly tricky adversary to effectively track during combat. Of course, if you've 
‘dropped a Moon Dust bomb during the fight, this effectively combats the invisibility. 


Dash and Clash: The Bruxa enjoys confusing you with a series of running dashes hither 
aad yon, disappearing and appearing to attempt a strike, which can turn into a three- or 
five-hit combo, Keep your quard upt 


Three-Hit Claw Combo: A quick series of three melee strikes, which should be parried 
Invmediately. 


Five-Hit Flurry: A sequence of five melee attacks, which can occur from all directions. 
Effective blocking, or quick rolling or dodging can avoid most, f not all, of these strikes. 


‘Soream: An ear-bleeding shriek can stagger and knock you down, and also damages: 
any loose scenery, much in the same way an Aard attack would. You are encouraged to 
dodge around this attack before it starts. 


‘Jump and Strike: A gravity-detying leap into a damaging attack, which can ocour at 
‘any distance, and is best blocked or dodged if you're quick enough. Dodging backward, 
before retaliating with a sword after the Bruxa lands, is @ good plan. 


‘Blood Drink: If you're leapt on, expect to receive a guzzling around the neck as the Bruxa 
{rinks from your blood! This occurs if you leave yourself open to attack (after a Strong 
‘Attack, for example), or if you don’t block etfectively. if you drank a Black Blood potion, 
the Bruxa is poisoned by your blood, turning her attack against her. 


Defenses: The Bruxa will block your sword strikes using her hardened palms and arms, 
dodge your attacks, disappear, and use her impressive jumping to leap away if you're 
dealing damage. 


M/DEFEATIN 


‘An almost constant 
plan of blocking with 
your silver sword is 
‘immediately helpful, 
to halt the fast attacks 
that seemingly appear 
‘ut of nowhere, as the 
Bruna emerges from 
her invisibility to strike, 
Ht you've neglected to 
property prepare fr this fight (which isn’t recommended), you require “tt-for-tat” strikes, 
blocking the Bruxa before quickly retaliating with a hit of your own afterward. Her speed 
‘makes strong attacks more worrisome to employ, as you leave yourself vulnerable. 


Slow the Bruxa down considerably by using Yrden, and remaining close to the magical 
circle, Quen helps absorb a strike you might not see coming. Lab a Moon Dust bomb 
Into the chamber to ensure the Bruxa remains visible at all times, and only her speed 
becomes a worry (rather than her transparency). 

Obviously, coating your silver blade in Vampire Oil increases the damage you cause, but 
take a swig of Black Bloods this way whenever the Bruna attempts to nibble your neck, or 
‘wound you, she is knocked back; allowing you to take advantage and retaliate with Signs 
to slow, and swords to eventually slay. 


Your investigation (using 


‘Moon Dust Bomb Black Blood 


GAINING THE UPPER HAND 


Vampire Olt 


Over at the alcove table are the revolting, chopped, and water-logged 
remains of the recent victim. They stink, but further examination is needed. 
Inspect the following: 


(Examine head): You pry a small pouch of Nilfgaardian florens from the throat; 
if the murderer did this, you're dealing with a sentient, thinking Beast. 


(Examine arms); Both are separated from the torso. More interestingly is a 
third hand, which the Bruxa placed in her bag. 


(Examine chest): Though the body suffered great blows to it, the bones were 
sliced through, and not crushed; indicating the creature had long claws, No 
Bruxa did this! 


(Examine the severed hand): A still-warm hand, severed at the wrist! Though 
several monsters can regenerate, the limb seems alive, stil 


ITEM: Unusual Severed Hand | 


The pouch in the mouth, the way the body was quartered, and the third hand 
from a separate entity all offer up further questions and no answers. It is time to 
visit the Duchess herself, and reveal your investigation to Palmerin. 


LOVE DEMANDS GREAT SACRIFICES 


OBJECTIVES 


atthe cellar, optionally find Roach nibbling on some grass, and ride him 

roughly southward and southwestward, up the hil to the Tourney Grounds, Weave your 
way past the peasantry, and locate the knight teling stories to a small group of urchin. 
GPCGOMB: 


PPRE ric 


4 COR 


‘Wait! Though you aren't expecting it, you're called upon to help out with a rather 
terrifying monster in a few moments, so it's worth preparing yourself beforehand, 
‘and before speaking to Palmerin. J 


‘The story of Riddick and the dragon will have to wait; Palmerin shoos the children — 
away, but only after mentioning your help in defeating the giant named Golyat, One 
of the inquisitive tykes asks if virtue always trumps villainy. Answer how you wish: 


‘© Answer “Virtue always triumphs,” to result in the children mocking you slightly. 


CRITICAL PATH 


* Answer “The stronger wins,” though this isn’t the best way to influence 
small minds. 


‘© Answer “Not always,” to hedge your bets, and answer most truthfully, 


Your audience with the Duchess will have to wait too; the festivities at this location 
are about to begin with an arena battle. You're taken aback to see a large and 
confused Shaelmaar (a gift from the emperor) being prodded into its pen. Answer 
Palmerin as you wish regarding the danger or torture of the animal. Ask who will 
fight the Shaelmaar if you wish; Palmerin explains it is Guillaume, who was out of 
his depth against the giant when you first met him. This won't end well. 


indeed, it doesn’t. After what appears to be a victory, Guillaume makes what 
Could be termed a ‘tactical misstep,’ forcing you and Palmerin into the fray to 
‘save his life. Again. Prepare to face the Shaelmaar yourself, since Palmerin will 
quickly be knocked down by the creature. 


|. The Shaelmaar has the following attacks and maneuvers to be aware of: 


Blind as a Bat: Shaelmaars are blind, and rety on sounds to find thelt prey. This 
‘makes combat much easier, though Palmerin doesn't have this knowledge, meaning 
the Shaelmaar is likely to attack him over you. 


‘One-Hit Attacks: The Shaelmaar has three types of attacks that strike once; a left 
‘arm swing, a right arm swing, and a vertical swing (“uppercut”). Each deals heavy 
damage, and should be paried, dodged, or absorbed by Quen. 


Head Smash: With its bulk and heavy armor plating, the beast lurches forward, 
‘eading with its head and neck. This can stagger you, and is highly damaging. Only 
dodging (or being away from the attack) ensures you aren't hit. 


Counterattack: If struck too many times, the Shaeimaar tends to rol up into 
an impervious ball. You need to exercise patience and wait for it to unrol itselt 
before attacking. Ty to strike the beast while itis rolled up, and it can quickly 
counterattack with a swift and heavity-damaging swipe. 


Charge: Usually at mid to long distance, and after being hassled by you, the beast 
Tolls into a ball and rumbles forward, quickly knocking anything in its way. Expect 

tobe stunned for a few seconds after landing on your back (and very prone to more 
attacks), stops after striking or hitting a wall. Ths is best avoided, through a roll 
‘0f dodge to the side, and a well-timed strike to its flank will damage it. 


Ground Pummel: Using its large, shovel-tike arms to throw copious rocks and soil 
forward in a wave of destruction, this is usually used as an opening attack. Dodge to 
the side to prevent being damaged by the assorted projectiles. 


‘Tremor: If you're fighting a Shaelmaar in a cave, it can burrow into the ground, 
shaking its back plates, and creating tremors that cause rocks to fall from the 
Ceiling. It reappears shortly after, so keep your wits about you and watch the 

mini-map to track the foe, 


Echo Location: f you stand stil for long enough, the Shaelmaar sends sound waves 
{to locate you, which can cause discomfort to your ears, though isn’t debilitating. 
However, your position Is discovered, meaning you need to attack or retreat. 


The good news is that the Shaeimaar has no ability to dodge any of your attacks, 
‘The bad news is that it turns and defends its vulnerable front by showing its back to 
YYou; a back that is heavily armored, and dificutt to penetrate. This also occurs it you 
‘attempt to use Igni. Expect it to violently roll around the arena it you're continuously 
attacking it, and use its meaty paws to swipe it struck from behind. 


‘Aside from well-timed strikes as the Shaelmaar finishes a combat move, the odd 
attack from Palmerin, and deft dodging to avold the pulverizing nature of its attacks, 
isorientate it using Aard, and follow it up with Samum bombs that generate a large 
Amount of noise, confusing the Shaelmaar (allowing you to strike with swords, 
Crossbow, more bombs, or Signs). The Samum bomb stuns the Shaelmaar too, 
‘making it incredibly effective. 


‘Another strong tactic is to taunt the Shaelmaar into rolling, then dodge at the last 


‘second to make it siam into a wall, This puts it on its back for a while, and all attacks 
landed in this window of opportunity deal critical damage. 


After the beast has been toppled, you have the following option. You can: 
© Kill it. 
© Spare it. 


Choose the latter, and pikemen come in to keep it from getting up, while you're 
awarded the title “Geralt the Merciful" from the bard (an unofficial title). This, 
fulfils the virtue of mercy for the Lady of the Lake quest. 


HONOR, WISDOM, GENEROSITY, VALOR, 
COMPASSION, AND MURDER 


Hee ustrious Highness, 
Duchess Anna Henrietta 


Captain Damien de fa Tour Vivienne de Tobris 


‘After the third beast you've encountered in your short visit to Toussaint lies gurgling 
(on the arena sand, the Duchess herself along with her ladies-in-waiting) strides over 
to greet you. After Palmerin carries the hapless Guillaume to seek medical attention, 
the Duchess congratulates you on your win, You can optionally mention that fighting a 
‘Shaelmaar was a bad idea, before broaching the subject of the contract you've been 
summoned here to complete: For that, the both of you need to speak with Damien. 


On your walk to Damien's tent, Duchess Henrietta inquires about Viscount Julian (or 
as you know him: Dandelion), It seems the Duchess may be having second thoughts 
about rescinding the death sentence they handed down upon him, 


After meeting the Duchess’ guard captain, the conversation gets off to a rocky start. 
Feel free to mention that a bruxa kiled his guards before requesting information 

and a laboratory in order to inspect the severed hand you found. Damien, it seems, 
doesn't want or need you usurping his investigation; but the Duchess is adamant: s0 
‘much so infact, thatthe discussion of pay is almost immediate. Answer regarding 
“the Law of Surprise” as you wish; your reward is the same; a most generous sum of 
coins once you slay the Beast, and the deed to the Corvo Bianco vineyard (where you 
fought the bruxa), which is available now. 


ed, Key to Cor 


‘The Duchess is true to her word; you can visit your new vineyard as soon as the 
‘audience with her concludes. Expect a tour of the premises, and Secondary Quest; 
No Place Like Home (see page 440) to begin. Use the Corvo Bianco as your base of 
‘operations when exploring Toussaint. 


vo Bianco 


Now to the matter at hand: According to Damien, Knight Crespi was the first to 
die; ruthless and retired, and not well-liked. He was found during a feast, propped 
up against the town pillory. The second victim was Ramon de Lac; discovered (in 
‘a humiliating position) in a dark nook by some cutpurses. It seems even criminals 
fear the Beast. Deep claw wounds savaged both these older knights, The third 
knight to be murdered was Sir de la Croix, who made a fortune trading grain. His 
was the mouth stuffed with florens from different provinces of the empire. 


itis postulated the way the bodies were positioned indicates the Beast has a 
‘meaning it is trying to convey. You mention to the Duchess that none seemed to 
be the model of virtue, After listing the five virtues (and optionally asking why 
those virtues were chosen), you reckon the Beast is denouncing moral decay: 


* Honor is compromised by the pillory. 
* Wisdom is compromised by ridicule. 
* Generosity is compromised by the coin pouch in the throat. 


With this in mind, the Beast’s next victim is likely to be an older knight, and one 
positioned in a way to denounce the virtue of valor. All the knights are either on 
the tourney grounds or the palace gardens as the annual Hare Hunt is set to 
begin shortly. You make mention of Mitton and his bunny costume, perhaps he 
is the next victim? After Henrietta mentions the team Milton formed with de la 
Croix (ask about it if you wish), it becomes increasingly urgent to find the old 
knight. The only problem is that Milton is currently in hiding, disguised as a hare. 
Damien’s request to call the game off falls on deaf ears; the Duchess instead 
ordering a discreet search of the gardens. No man or woman shall be spared; in 
fact, the Duchess herself sets off to head the search. Try to Keep up, won't you? 


GARDEN GAMES 
OBJECTIVE: 


The Duchess is 
an accomplished 
equestrian, so coax 
Roach into a gallop and 
race after her, dodging 
any groups of knights, 
servants, trees, and 
‘nobles as you ride up 
the palace road that 
winds up the perimeter 
to the top. There's little time to appreciate the sweeping vistas along the way. 
At the top of the great hill the palace is perched upon, dismount and follow the 
Duchess to the location of the game; southwards down the carved limestone 
balconies and garden trails. Now you can take in that view! 


‘Along the way, Henrietta explains the participants must find a unicorn’s horn, a 
golden fish, and a phoenix egg, With these, they can deduce where Milton the 
Hare hides. Thankfully, you don't have to play along, and can just take what you 
need without regard for the games’ rules. Henrietta shall seek the egg, while 
you're tasked with gathering the unicorn horn and the golden fish. These can be 
approached in either order, though the unicorn is closer to your starting position. 


HORSEPLAY FOR A UNICORN HORN 


) OBJECTIVES: 


Take a quick stroll through the tiered formal gardens, weaving down the 
paved pathways and out to the grassy overlook and large tree where a skittish 
“unicorn” is being coaxed by a group of game-playing toffs. You interrupt their 
nattering by striding over and failing to calm the animal. As you have intimate 
knowledge of unicorns (and eyes), you can tell this is a horse with a horn 
attached to its head. Your objective updates: Time to chase that filly down! 


Atter the unicorn has bolted, you have two possible choices. You can: 
PLAN 1: COAXING WITH A CARROT 


Wander the nearby picnic areas, using your Witcher Senses to examine the food 
the noblefolk have for their partying. Gather a lovely carrot or a ripe apple from 

one of the picnic rug areas, much to the chagrin of the onlookers. Then carefully 
approach the “unicorn” with food in hand, and feed it the carrot to calm it down. 


ITEM cet of Carrot: 


Ripe Apple 


PLAN 2: ATTEMPTING A CALMING INFLUENCE 


Or, you can simply set off 
down the hill, listening 
for the whinnying and 
locating the “unico.” 
Carefully approach 

the horse with a hom 
strapped to its head, and 
use your Axi Sign to calm 
it down considerably 


CONCLUSION: FISTICUFFS WITH THE FANCY FOLK 


With the unicorn calmed, you can pry off the cotillion from its horn and keep it. 
If you used your Axii sign, this doesn't sit well with the hoity-toity types, who 
accuse you of flagrant cheating. They seem to be under the impression that 
roughing you up might be a good idea. You can: 


(Axii Sign) Mention you didn’t break any rules. This calms down the noblemen 
sufficiently, without resorting to a fight. 


Tell them to get lost, or actively court a fight. Put up your dukes, and pummel 
the courtiers into the grass. There are three of them, and they certainly don't 
put up much of a fight (especially if Axii is used on them). 


GALLOPINGTHROUGH THE 


Ud 


‘Once the Unicorn Horn clue is yours, you can ignore the animal, or ride the horse to 
your next objective destination, and back to the Duchess afterward. The latter plan is 
‘obviously quicker than dashing around on foot. 


ITEM: Clue from the “Unicorn’s” Horn 


TWEAKING THE BEAK OF KING CORMORANT 


OBJECTIVES: 


Make a descent in 

a roughly southerly 
direction, down to 

the fancy carved pier. 
Optionally look at the 
carved goldfish (so 

you know what you're 
searching for) before 
diving into Lake Seidhe 
Liygad, and swimming 
to the investigation area. Submerge, using your 
Witcher senses on a number of large carved goldfish 
in the murky waters, Most contain candy of some 
description. As you reach the goldfish you need, 

itis yanked up on a fishing line, and despite your 
protests, the fish is presented to the King Cormorant, 
who conducts this game. You simply grab the fish, 
ruin the game, and incur the masked nobleman's 
impotent wrath. However, if the golden fish is the 
first one you find (instead of the red or white fish), you can just grab the key from 
it and continue your search for Milton. You receive the following for your troubles: 


King Cormorant 


ITEM: 


Fish 


y trom the Gol 


At any point after getting the Key from the golden fish, visit the greenhouse 
where Milton is hiding and open it. This completes the quest and demonstrates 
your wisdom needed for the Lady of the Lake quest. 


HERE, HARE, HERE 


OBJECTIVE 


ATIO’ 


Ud 


Hold on! In your dashing around the Palace gardens, you may forget to correctly 
prepare for possible combat in the very near future. That would be a mistake: Ensure 
you're fully ready to fight before returning to the Duchess. 


CTGOMBAT?PRE 


Leave the lake raft where King Cormorant is seething, and swim (or utilize a boat 
to take you) back to shore. Gallop or run up the garden pathways, all the way to 
where the Duchess is explaining to her subjects that the rules of the game are 
being broken. Now you have all three clues, you can reveal a riddle that reveals 
the location of Milton. It reads thusly 


“I begin like a groan hollowed out with ease, then end like a mouse with the 
head of hard cheese.” 


Speak to the Duchess, solving the riddle. “Groan hollowed out with ease” gives 
you “Green.” “Mouse with the head of cheese” could mean “house.” How about 
“Green-house”? This is the answer, and if you pick it, the Duchess is impressed 
with your powers of deduction. If you don’t pick it, she is less wowed by your 
lack of lateral thinking. 


Either way, the Duchess knows of several greenhouses in the gardens, but only 
one of them has a door that locks; and the key you found looks to open it! She 
races off to find the structure as this quest concludes. 
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Related Quests: Main Quest: The Beast of Toussai 
Main Quest: La Cage au Fou 

Locations: Palace Greenhouse (Unmarked), 
Dockside Warehouse [Unmarked] 

Characters: Dettlaff van der Eretein, Emiel Regis Rohellec 
Terzieff-Godefroy, Palmerin de Launfal 


Enemies: Beast of Beauclair 


| OBJECTIVE 


| This quest is accessible immediately once you have completed Blood and Wine: 
‘Main Quest: The Beast of Toussaint, 


You approach the greenhouse with the Duchess just 
In time to see a poo! of biood leading to the remains 
of Milton, and a figure crouched over the corpse. It 
bounds out of the greenhouse with almost super- 
human deft, leaping across the river. You follow, 
having trouble keeping up with the most agile foe. = 


Cornering the fellow in an old warehouse, you 
produce the severed wrist, and confirm its 
origin; your adversary has since grown another one, it seems. Striking up a 
‘conversation about butchering innocents, the gaunt gentleman asks how many 
you've struck down yourself. Answer how you wish. Apparently the Beast 

has one more victim left to murder. But you'll not get the chance to wam the 
Duchess, if this vampire has his way. He puts on his unhappy face, and the fight 
immediately starts! 


Dettiatt van der Ereteia 


ATRVULNER 


MW THE BEAST OPBEAUC 


BILITI 


Black Blood Osea 


‘The Beast of Beauclair has the following attacks and maneuvers to be aware of: 


Dettiatf is inhumanely fast, and you should remain extremely cautious when fighting 
this Higher vampire. With super-human speed and strength, he uses fog to literally 
disappear, and dash out of to claw with almost unmatched ferocity, This mist is also 
how he quickly changes position; almost faster than you can blink! 


Light Attack (Melee): Expect a light attack with his talons; there are three variations 
of this, and all are best parried. 


‘Strong Attack (Melee): Watch for a slightly slower, more pronounced strike with 
his talons, There are three variations of this, and all should be parried, or better yet, 
countered so you can quickly deal damage back to him, 


Combination Attack (Melee): Expect a combination of three to five connected 
strikes, with two variations; usually from the flank, from behind, and appearing 
from the mist. You have little time to react, so continuously parry. Failing that, roll or 
dodge just before the first strike connects. 


Short Dash Attack (Special): Watch for a fast dash attack, a brief transformation 
into mist, finishing with a second fast dash attack. Don't be coaxed into attacking 
after the first hit; you'l slice through mist and miss him, Remain on the defensive. 


Dash Attack (Special): A variation on the short dash finishes with a short stop 
before a strong slashing attack. This is a good place to retaliate; countering the 
‘strong final strike with one (or two) of your own. But don't get greedy; he flees from 
your strikes with ease! 


Strong Uppercut Attack (Melee): Expect a strong attack with a flourish that can 
‘stagger you, leaving him moments to regenerate, thus prolonging this battle and 
Jeaving you vulnerable. Blocking the strong attack is good; countering is preferable. 


Resistances: Dettlatt is resistant to poison, bleeding, and Yrden, so employing any of 
these in battle is simply a waste of time. 


DEFEAT NG ALA abil AS2 gbtAUGiAIR 
‘4 THES i ACTICS 


Staying patient and coo! under the extreme speed and savagery exhibited by the 
Beast of Beauclair is key to surviving this fight. Counter any of Dettlatt's attacks, and 
wait until he attempts his stronger strikes. lf you can counter them, you havea tiny 
window of opportunity to land a couple of strikes before the Beast vanishes or warps 
behind you to strike. 


Judicious use of Quen helps, not only to shield you but to shrug off any attacks you 
aren't quick enough to parry while you learn the timing to thwart this foe, Swig 
Black Blood to ensure any damage Dettlaff causes is partly reflected back at him, 
coat your silver sword in Vampire Oil to ensure each strike damages him as much 
as possible, and then fight back only after he finishes his strong attack. The battle 
may take a while, but it's the best way to remain in one piece and stop this higher 
vampire, if only for a moment... 


A RESURRECTED REGIS 


After you slice Dettiaff's health down, it seems the vampire is just as spry as 
when the battle began. He vanishes, readying himself to skewer you from 
behind, when a second figure appears, taking the full force of Dettlaff's claws, 
and urging the vampire to return to regenerate elsewhere, Dettlatf departs, 
and you're taken aback as the newcomer is instantly recognizable to you; 

this is Regis, a higher vampire and a trusted friend from your past exploits! 
Alternatively, if Detlaff beats you, Regis also appears and saves your life. 


Shrugging off Dettlaft's clawing (he heals the wound 
in moments), you reminisce about how much better 
he’s looking since the last time you saw him, and 
can ask how he managed to regenerate if you 

wish, Also question him about why he is back, and 
how he knows the killer you are hunting, it seems 
Dettlaff, as well as being a Higher Vampire, is a 
somewhat more stubborn (and bestial) fellow than 
Regis; but Regis is working on him. Answer Regis as 
you wish regarding his reasons and motivations. It 
seems Regis has faith that Dettlaff is performing such ignoble deeds for a well- 
intentioned reason; and spins a quick historic yarn to prove this point. 


After asking (if you wish) about what could have angered Dettlaff, you both agree 
that finding him is the next best course of action. Your chinwagging is interrupted 


by palace guardsman, and Regis tells you to meet him at his makeshift quarters, at the Mere-Lachaiselongue Cemetery. After fobbing off the guards regarding the 
trampling of evidence, you are free to move about the warehouse, and the quest concludes. 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Blood Run, Main Quest: Where Children Toil, 
Toys Waste Away; Secondary Quest: Spoontaneous Profits!, Secondary 
Quest: No Place Like Home, Secondary Quest: The Hunger Game 


Locations: Dockside Warehouse (Unmarked), Mere-Lachaiselongue 
Cemetery, Trastamara Hunting Cottage, Trastamara Manor 
(Unmarked), Tesham Mutna 

Characters: Emiel Regis Rohellec Terzieff-Godefroy, Wight: Spoon 
Collector, Marlene Trastamara, Barnabas-Basil Foulty, Count de la Croix 

Enemies: Ghouls, Aighouls, Panthers, Archespores, Kikimore Workers, 
Kikimore Warrior, Barghests, Wight: Spoon Collector, Rotfiends, 
Scurvers, Fleders, Katakans 


COULD'VE LEFT THE DOOR UNLATCHED. 


OBJECTIVES: 


This quest is accessible immediately once you have completed Blood and Wine: 


Male net: Blood Fea Fee tee to Inspect the Corvo Bianco wiery Mat jd pow 
‘own (Secondary Qt Place Like Home) if you wish, and begin any optional { 
} explorations of Toussait 


Journey to the Mere- 
Lachaiselongue 
Cemetery. Regis isn't 
here to welcome you. 

In fact, he's nowhere 
to be seen. instead, 
contend with some 
roaming Ghouls, a 
possible Panther attack 
and a few disgusting, 
snake and plant-ike foes known as Archespores. The scavengers around the 
small chapel leading to the crypt aren't your main focus; getting into the crypt 

\s. Which is tricky as Regis isn’t answering the chapel door, It seems you need to 
find another way into the catacombs under the graveyard. 


IW CUTTING OFPTHEHEAD OPTHES 


These poisonous Archespore pods and their snake-like heads like to burrow, spt, 
and thrash with violence and cunning. Consult the Bestiary (page 721) for the 
optimal tactics when attempting to weed out this carnivorous plant life, along with 
any prowling Panthers if this is your first encounter with big cats.. 


‘Once you're into the crypt, prepare to face a group of scuttling Kikimores. They have. 
some tactics to try too, See page 736 of the Bestiary for further details. 


Move into the 

investigation area on 

your map, and begin 

a thorough inspection 

of the above-ground 

tombs until you stumble 

upon a large carved 

crypt opening (as 

shown). The tomb is 

open, allowing you 

to vault over, and drop into a small rocky tunnel, Draw your sword and engage 
a cluster of Kikimores Workers, revolting scuttling foes that inhabit this dark, 
dank place. Feel free to burn the clusters of large egg sacs to earn additional XP 
before facing a more powerful Kikimore Warrior, Then continue roughly south 
until you reach an opening into the main crypt itself. From here, it is a short stroll 
through the catacombs up and into the lair of Regis. 


ly’ CUTTING OFPTH HEAD OFTHE SNAKE 


" Your Eye of Nehaleni may be vibrating, once you'e through the Kikimore nest, but 
before meeting Regis. Use it on a wall-tike illusion, leading to a hidden crypt with a 
choice Relic sword and documentation about who is buried here. 


DEDUCTIONS, DECISIONS, AND DECOCTIONS 


After laughing about the nature of your meeting, Regis reminds you that a powerful 
entity such as Dettiaff will not be found if he doesn't wish to be. And that includes 
finding them with megascopes. It's fortunate, then, that you've kept your memento 
from the encounter in Corvo Bianco basement with the bruxa, After showing Regis 
the hand of Dettiaff, you can ask how he intends to use the hand, what the ring 

on the hand signifies, and why he can't simply summon Dettlaff. Regis’ verbose 
responses lead you to a conclusion; a decoction needs to be brewed, too. 


Regis agrees that a hallucinatory poison is needed, Alas, the ingredients are 
scattered far and wide. Summoning ravens to aid in finding the elements of the 
decoction, Regis asks if you'd like a snifter of mandrake while you both wait 
You can: 


‘® Accept, prompting a lengthy conversation between you and the vampire Regis. 
‘Answer how you wish. 


© Rofuse, and mention to Regis you'll sleep until the Ravens find the ingredients 
you seek. 


‘Some time later, the ravens fly back and confirm your suspicions that no kobolds 
‘of mamunes can be found, and therefore their organs are safe from your 
ingredient-collecting. Instead, a Wight haunting an abandoned residence near 
the Trastamara Hunting Cottage could be harvested, though you don't belleve the 
birds; Witchers should have culled them all. Optionally ask Regis about the Wight, 
the curse the Wight is under, and then agree to pay the Wight a visit (you're 
attempting to collect some of it's saliva, which should be fun). You can't miss the 
place; it's covered in spoons, 


4 
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TO THE LAIR OF THE CUTLERY COLLECTOR 


Open your Glossary, and 
read the entry on the 
Wight, Spoon Collector. 
You are fortunate to 
lear the vulnerabilities 
of the Wight ahead 

of time, in case you 
solve your forthcoming 
ingredient-gathering 
with violence. Then 

set off in a roughly easterly direction, trekking through the pasture lands and 
vineyards, until you reach the perimeter of Caroberta Woods. Expect to encounter 
Wild Boar and Foglets once you enter the woods, and the dog-like spectral 
hounds known as Barghests as you arrive close to the Manor itself. Ascend the 
hillside to a plateau of gnarled trees and the tumbledown Ruins of Trastamara 
Manor (close to the Trastamara Hunting Cottage Signpost). The ravens of Regis 
weren't lying; as you enter the property, there are spoons jingling in the wind, 
tied to posts throughout the courtyard. Are the spoons beating out some kind 

of rhythm? Pass the fountain, and reach the imposing (but dilapidated) front 
entrance, Someone has scrawled the following on the walls: 


“None shall sit and dine with you at your table, no spoon you have shall sate you, 
never again shall you wish to spy your reflection in the mirror. 


Somebody is clearly obsessed. 


Optionally head to the left of the entrance, around the outside of the manor 
‘structure, to a bench where you can read a strange note. Now enter the 
manor house. 


ITEM: Soi 


Let 


MIND YOUR MANORS 


The manor is a 
pigsty, but it must be 
searched thoroughly 
As the spoons tinkle 
in the breeze, use 
your Witcher Senses 
and inspect the intial 
hallway and kitchen: 


* Look in the oven. 
Hidden behind 
the small hatch is a stained diary, charting the female Wight's descent into 
madness and a monstrous form. 


* There's an incredibly crafted spoon on the nearby table. 


‘* Nearby wall graffiti with the same message as outside. Whoever lives here 
took this curse literally. 


© Assmall bedroom off the kitchen has a mirror to inspect; smashed as if 
‘someone couldn't stand to look at themselves. 


* Walk south, through a small connecting corridor into a farge dining room. 
More graffiti greets you on the walls. 


* table in the southeast comer of the room holds a spoon key with a tag on 
it. The Wight is a true collector. The tag bears an inscription; read the Spoon 
Key Note and Secondary Quest: Spontaneous Profits! Immediately begins. 
Complete this short quest at your convenience (see page 576) 


* Moving into the dining room, it seems the guests to dinner haven't faired 
well recently. The table has three skeletons; you doubt they came willingly. 
Perhaps this has something to do with the curse? 


* One skeleton has its right arm bitten off and its teeth knocked out. 


* One skeleton has a broken neck and was smacked in the head by 
something heavy. 


© One skeleton probably choked to death. 


Behind the dining table on a small side table against the wall is a spoon with 
‘a woman's name scratched into it. Romantic? 


ITEMS: Stained Diary, Spoon-Key and Spoon-Key Note 


Head down the stairs into the lower floor from the dining room. 
Your objective updates. 


MAKE YOUR SEARCH STUDIOUS, NOT SLAPDASH 


Before you venture downstairs, itis worth ensuring you've completely investigated 
the first floor of this manor, and learned all the clues listed previously. At a minimum, 
pass through the corridor full of spoons, check the table with the dead skeletons, 
and check the table with the tableware, in the room with the cauldron, to open the 
‘most choices later on. 


THE WIGHT STUFF 


Head through the cellar. Feel free to examine an old, ordinary spoon on a table 
near some wine barrel alcoves, before heading east into a chamber where the 
cauldron can be found. Though there's a tunnel passage through some dangling 
spoons to a cellar vault, (with, you guessed it, more spoons), it isn’t necessary to 
enter yet. 


Instead, pay close attention to the table and use your Witcher Senses: 


+ The table is set; the Wight seems to be getting ready for a feast. The Wight 
appears to be desperately trying to lift the curse. 


* Close to a chest is a cauldron. Unfortunately, it is empty. You have little choice 
but to locate a spot and observe the Wight when it steps close to the cauldron, 


tt shouldn't take long (especially if you use your Witcher Senses) to find a 
wardrobe in the far corner of the chamber, opposite the cauldron, examine the 

door, and enter it. Hide inside, remaining patient as the Wight eventually appears, 
and begins to pace about the room. Continue to wait until the following happens: 


4% (Attack the monster: No choice) If you've failed to search the house (particularly 
the dining room) for clues, you're spotted by the Wight, shaken out of the 
wardrobe without the knowledge of lifting the Wight's curse, and must face it 
in combat. 


} (attack the monster: Choice) You are given the opportunity to attack the monster, 
oF choose a more peaceful solution (‘Try to lift the curse”) if you've thoroughly 
inspected the manor for clues. 


+ (Try to lft the curse: Choice) You step out of the wardrobe, offering soothing 
words of wisdom about figuring out how to lift the curse. Time for dinner. 


PLAN A [DEATH TO THE WIGHT): STICK A FORK IN IT 


SO SECTIVES | ——— 


I you have malice in your heart, or just didn't bother to investigate the manor 
for clues, you have little choice but to follow the Wight down into the main wine 
cellar vault, and maneuver about the knee-deep collection cutlery while battling 
this atrocity, Once you've killed the Wight, you can collect a vial of vile spittle, 
and be on your way. 


dy DEFEATING SD ONGOLLECTOR 


The Wight has the following attacks and maneuvers to be aware of: 


Spit Attack (ranged): A revolting globule of green is spat at you from range, leaving 
you woozy (rather like being drunk, though much more disgusting). As you can see 
the spittle forming, you should be easily able to dodge this projectile, 


Melee Attacks: Expect a single claw (from either hand) to paw at you when either 
You or the Spoon Collector are close, These can be parried, countered, dodged, or 
tolled away from, 


‘Burrow: Submerging itself in its room of spoons, the Wight can scuttle underneath 
you, pull you down (causing you a few seconds of prone struggling before you pull 
Yourself up again), and wound you in the process. It can also retreat under its spoons, 
‘and dart about the room, making it reasonably difficult to follow. Just look for the 
disturbance of spoons to track it, and dodge or roll away if it tries to grab you. 


Resistances: The Spoon Collector is resistant to both bleeding and poison attacks, 


Being constantly aware of the position of the Wight is critical for this battle, or you'll 


be pulled down, spat on, and slapped about by nasty-looking claws. Apply similar 
tactics to those you would employ on a Grave Hag when timing your sword strikes. 
Coat your silver blade in Necrophage Oil, burn the Wight with Ign, and slow it down 
with Yrden, allowing you to more easily track it. 


Va WIGHTYVULNERABILITIES 


‘Necrophage Ol! toni 


Yeten 


ITEMS: Wight Sativa gland, Wight trophy, Disgusting Wight key, Fork 


PLAN B [DINNER WITH THE WIGHT]: 
THERE IS NO SPOON 


‘Should you choose to try and solve the riddle of the curse without resorting to 
violence, you inform the Wight that you're its willing quest at a dinner, At this 
point, you must choose how to eat (based on the solving of the riddle, which you 
‘can remind yourself of before making one of the following choices), You can; 


‘4 Swap spoons with the Wight. You swap spoons, chow down some disgusting 
‘gruel, fal to lift the curse, but retrieve some Wight brew for your troubles (and for 
Regis). You can optionally chase the Wight down into the wine vault to kil it (Plan 
A), oF leave the Wight and the manor and head back to Regis. 


‘Eat without using spoons. You down some particularly unpleasant broth, ordering 
‘the Wight to open its eyes and gaze on its likeness, This freaks it out and it flees, 
You believe the curse is lifted. You can optionally use your Witcher Senses to follow 
the odor of the broth out of the manor. This leads to Plan B (Interlude), below. 


# Eat using spoons. You down some vile vittles, fail to lft the curse, but retrieve 
‘some Wight brew for your troubles (and for Regis). You can optionally chase the 
Wight down into the wine vault to kill it (Plan A), or leave the Wight and the manor 
‘and head back to Regis. 


ITEM: Wight Brew 


PLAN B [INTERLUDE]: 
THERE'S NO PLACE LIKE CORVO BIANCO 


Tis intrude back at Corvo Bianco automaticaly stats Secondary Quest 

Ho Pace Lik Home, I you fave’ done so area. Consul hat quest on page 242) | 

for further information on your interactions with Barnabas. you rescue Marlene, | 
I Secondary Quest: Te Hunger Game becomes avlie Const ta quest : 
| (on pave 437 fr mre knowledge on coaxing Marlene back heath, | 


It you lifted the Wight's, 
curse, follow the scent 
of the fleeing wretch 
across the gardens, 
down a winding path, 
pausing to siaughter 
any Barghests along the 
way, to a rocky outcrop 
where a ragged bag of 
bones is huddled and pleading for food. Some time later, back at Corvo Bianco, 
you tell your majordomo (Bamabas) that leading this old woman back here was 
the only suitable course of action. If you speak with Bamabas, he reveals the old 
woman to be Marlene Trastamara, and explains how she became to be cursed. 


Marlene Trastamara 
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RESONANCE BROTH: NEEDS MORE BLOOD 


Journey back to the Cemetery, and return to Regis’ lair. eel free to use the 
chapel entrance this time, Climb the steps inside, up to a small laboratory, 
Where Regis has extracted some tissue from Dettlaff's hand and burned the rest 
Answer about spying or ravens as you wish, before Regis informs you that blood 
is also needed. The blood must be from a vampire in a particularly agitated state. 
Optionally ask whether Regis’ violent state will be dangerous, before he explains 
how he intends to induce such a mood swing. 


Regis intends to journey to Tesham Mutna, an ancient vampire estate. There, you 
will lock him into a cage, lure beasts and slay them, and the bloodletting should 
result in him transforming, Ask more about Tesham Mutna if you wish, and then 
‘make the following decision. You can: 


# Head there with Regis immediately. 


© Orstall the quest for a moment, giving you time to adequately prepare. 
Simply return to the Cemetery and tell Regis when you're ready to proceed. 


DEATH HANGS IN THE AIR 


, OBJECTI 


As Regis is already starting to find you more “tasty” than usual, you reach 
Tesham Mutna without further delay. Descend the spiral steps, speaking to Regis 
about this place. Pass some cages suspended from a great height, and remain 
close to the walls as you descend a far more dangerous tower. At the bottom, 
step into an antechamber, and optionally use your Witcher Senses to make 

out some wall carvings, emblems, and symbols of vampire tribes dispersed 
throughout the word after the Conjunction. Regis is less thrilled at explaining 

the prison cells you then walk through, where you can spend a few moments 
collecting more trinkets. 


Enter the main 
sacrificial chamber, 
where humans were 
once lead to a slow, 
bleeding death while 
the caged higher 
vampire Khagmar 
ranted and raged, 
unable to feed. You 
can use your Witcher 
Senses to inspect the cage you're about to seal Regis into, as well as some 
tunnel entrances. Regis hands you lures. 


ITEM: Scavenger Lure (4) 


VA N EXTENDED TOUR‘OPTESHAM MUTN 


‘You should take a few moments to scour the interior of this place for some rather 
interesting Tesham Mutna Relic armor, Also available are armor dyes, and a host of 
‘other items to collect on your way to the main cage arena, 


Feel free to inspect the cage in question, before moving to the four indicated 
locations on your mini-map, and placing one of the lures there. Feel free to ignite 
the wall torches as you go, if you wish more light to shine on the forthcoming 
bloodletting. f one of boarded-up tunnels has a few barrels blocking your 
placement; a quick blast of Aard removes them. 


| OBJECTIVES: 


After locking Regis and hoisting up his cage, you may notice an empty bar 
regarding the higher vampire's bloodlust. The plan here Is to slaughter the 
incoming monsters, and fill this bar. The meat attracts the following base 
Creatures (though the exact type depends on your Level). 


Slay them all (and consult the Bestiary if you require further combat knowledge): 


* Wave 1:A Rotfiend, a Scurver, and a Ghoul. This raises Regis’ bloodlust 
a quarter, 


© Wave 2; Three Scurvers, a Fleder, and a Rotfiend. This raises Regis’ bloodlust 
to over two thirds. 


© Wave 3: Three Ghouls, three Rotfiends, a Katakan, three more Rotfiends, 
these revolting creatures just keep on coming! Fortunately, Regis is ready at 
this point: His bloodlust is filled, and he transforms, 


You lower the cage, make a cut in Regis’ skin to obtain his blood, and leave him 
to calm down for a few hours. 


READYING THE RESONANCE 


Some time later, back at the cemetery, Regis is 
starting to recover from his transformation. You 
can optionally ask about what happened, before 
mentioning that you finished the brew. You're given 
the resonance, and slip into a deep trance. 


\ 


Waking up, you explain that you saw visions of the 
death of de la Croix; it did not come easy. After 
chopping up the body, Dettlaff was overcome with 
remorse, and slicing off the hand that had committed the murder. You can also. 
mention the vision of where the Count and Dettlaff first met. Then mention your 
vision began and ended with a bootblack's stand. Somewhere in the port district. 
Achat with the lad at the stand is your only lead. The quest now concludes. 


Count de 1a Croix (deceased) 


VA REMOVING THERESONANCE 


tis worth meditating fora few hours to rid yourself of the poison from the 
resonance, and also letting Regis rest for a bit. Begin the next quest when you're 
fighting fit. 


Related Quests: Main Quest: The Cage au Fou, Main Quest: Wine is Sacred 
Locations: Mere-Lachaiselongue Cemetery, Beauclair Port, Bootblack 

Boy's Stand (Unmarked), Toy Store ‘The Rocking Horse’ (Unmarked! 
Characters: Emiel Regis Rohellec Terzietf-Godetroy, The Bootblack Boy 
Enemies: Workers 


PUTTING THE BOOT IN 


| OBJECTIVES: 


The Wootblack Boy 
The Port District of 
Beaueclair lies to the 
‘northwest of your current location in the Cemetery. While Regis rests up, journey 
there yourself, locating the bootblack stand during business hours (after 8 AM. 
and before 8 PM). When you arrive, a group of dock workers are advancing on the 
Bootblack Boy, accusing him of intentionally dirtying their boots with a chamber 
pot. When you arrive to intervene, answer them how you wish; they aren't about 
to let you stop them from belting the boy. The situation degenerates into a bout 

of fisticuffs, 


‘After a few well-timed wallops, the dock workers lie groaning on the pavement. 
A patrol of guardsmen arrives to see about the commotion, and you explain 
either that the dock workers are making things difficult for you, or there was a 
simple misunderstanding. Either way, the workers are rounded up, and taken to 
the nearby prison, This leaves you to talk to the Bootblack Boy himsett 


He's a precocious 
scamp to be sure, 
Teckoning you'd work 
well as a duo, Humor 
him if you wish, before 
asking about Dettiaff, 
The boy also seems 

to be a huckster of 
some repute, offering 
information in return for 
a small donation to his operations. The amount required is 500 crowns! You can: 


'* (500 Crowns) Pay the diminutive shakedown artist. Visiting him later on lets 
you see that the Bootblack Boy has used your funds to expand his workshop. 


‘© (420 Crowns) Negotiate him down to around 420 Crowns. 


(Axil Delusion level 2) Or inform him you're not about to pay him. 


Regis arrives just in time, as you might be thinking of strangling the Booth 

Boy. Appealing to the boy's innovative nature, he offers a special concoction to 
help clean more boots, in return for the location of Dettlaff's portside home. It has 
ared door. 


NO TRACE OF THE PUPPET AT THE TOY SHOP 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Set off for a stroll down 
to the docks with Regis, 
following him to a small 
toy shop with the locked 
ted door. It seems Regis 
missed his calling as 

a burglar; opening the 
residence with ease, 
Sniffing the air, Regis 
tells you Dettlatf was 
here recently. Time to conduct a sweep of the premises. 


» OBJECTIVES: | 


Use your Witcher Senses, and locate the following 


‘© Any of the toys on the ground floor of the property are old toys, and nothing 
more. 


Ascend the stairs to the toy shop's attic; where Dettlaff has made his nest. Time 
to look around: 


© There's a suspicious letter on a small crate to read. Itis a letter to Dettlatt 
regarding his weakness for a “wench they call Rhenawedd.” 


The letter continues in the form of blackmail; Rhenawedd is to be tortured in a 
manner most foul unless five men from Beauclair are slain, This certainly gives 
you proot that Dettlaff isn't killing of his own accord. Optionally ask about the 
blackmailer, before inquiring about Rhenawedd. Regis tells you itis Dettlat's 
human lover. Ask what happened to her, and why Dettlaff thought she'd gone 
missing. Afterward, optionally ask if Dettiaff tried to look for her. Then conclude 
that someone has actually kidnapped Rhenawedd this time. 


ITEM: Suspicious letter y 


Continue your search 
of the attic, using your 
Witcher Senses; 


‘© Over on the wall is 
the likeness of the 
woman, but a bit 
smudged. You've a 
feeling you've seen 
that face before, Wasn't she in the Palace Gardens earlier? 


In one comer are slips of paper with a name on each of them. It is a list of 
targets, written in ink dyed with cinnabarite! 


© Over on the table are the tools of a toymaker. 


Spend a few moments pondering the blackmailer and summing up your search, 
You can agree (or disagree) that the evidence exonerates Dettiaff. Whatever the 
evidence points to, the Duchess will need more convincing. Regis has another 
plan; to strip the blackmailers of their hold on Dettlaff by finding Rhenawedd, 
While Regis meets with Dettlaff, you must reconvene with the Duchess. The 
quest then concludes. 


ITEM: Letters naming the Beasts targets 
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Related Quests: Main Que: 
Main Quest: The Man from Cintra 


Where Chitdren Toil, Toys Waste Away, 
ade 


Locations: The Rocking Horse (Unmarked), Beauclair Palace, Castel Ravello 
Vineyard, Fort Astre Ruins, San Sebastian Guard Post (Unmarked) 

Characters: 
Highness, Duchess Anna Henrietta, Captain Dar 


miel Regis Rohellec Terzieff-Godefroy, Her Illustrious 

dela Tour, 
Master Fabricio 

Enemies: Panthers, Bandits, Hornitz 


YOU ARRIVED AND TROUBLE FOLLOWED 
SOON AFTER 


j OBJECTIVE: 


Hor tlustrious Highe 
Ouehess Anna Henrie 


i Damien de 1a Tour 


From the attic floor of the toy shop, descend down and out into the port, and run 
(or ride) westward, uphill through the main paved streets of Beauclair, ascending 
up and across the bridge, to the top of the hill and into the Palace grounds. 
Venture into the bailey, ascend some lavishly-carved steps to an exterior balcony, 
where Captain Damien isn't too happy with the violence that has followed your 
arrival. Answer him as you wish regarding the case, wait until both Damien 

and the Duchess have finished offering inaccurate vampire-killing advice. Then 
disagree with Damien regarding the assembling of a battue to defeat the vampire. 
After schooling them on the types of vampire, you can optionally mention this is 
‘No common “monster,” and that you're set to find and talk to Dettiatt 


You explain that Dettlaff is being blackmailed. You can optionally mention that an 
Innocent woman's been abducted and point out that the most important thing is 
to prevent further attacks. Before Damien can utter another ignorant comment, 
you show the Duchess the blackmailer's notes, mentioning the wine stain. The 
ducal sommelier is immediately summoned. In Toussaint, as you might have 
gathered, wine is sacred. 


Benoit the sommelier studies the parchment, and is able to tell the stain comes 
from a Sangreal; the 1269 vintage. The Duchess is taken aback, as this wine 
was produced at Castel Ravello exclusively for the ducal table! Ask about the 
wine if you wish, before you grudgingly agree to accompany the Duchess (and 
Damien) to the vineyard to get to the bottom of this outrage. Feel free to prepare 
for this journey before agreeing to leave. 


SOURCING THE STOLEN SANGREAL 
FOBJECTIVES: 


Your riding with the Duchess and Damien, ostensibly explaining how higher 
vampires are vanquished, when you encounter a short interlude on the way to 
the vineyard as a peasant wagon requires your help from two prowling Panthers. 
Though tough, these clawing cats should be straightforward to put down. Then 
Continue your ride, up to the entrance of the grand Castel Ravello. 


| OBJECTIVE 


The winery owner, Master Fabricio, is surprised by 
this visitation, Answer him how you wish, then quiz 
the wine master regarding the stolen Sangreal 
Fabricio's worried responses result in the Duchess 
ordering an inspection of the Castel Ravello cellars, 
Along the way, Anna Henrietta informs you of 
Fabricio's past misfortunes, and her appointment of 
him from beggar to steward. Follow her down into 
the cellar where the search begins. 


Conduct a thorough sweep of the premises, beginning with the wine ledger on 
the table just to the side of the entrance (use your Witcher Senses if you can't 
immediately spot it; all areas of interest glow red). This Vintner's log seems to 
be neat and thoroughly documented, Now to find the 1269 vintage that Benoit 
claimed the stain was from 


Though it isn’t necessary, inspecting every parchment sign near an alcove cask 
allows you to view the different wines this place is storing. From the Fiorano 
(Dandelion’s favorite) to the Pomino, the ground floor holds no Sangreal 

Climb the wooden stairs to the upper alcoves, and work your way through the 
different Sangreal years to the far end of the wooden walkway, until you find the 
1269 vintage. 


OBJECTIVES: 


Check the smaller barrels set into the three large archway alcoves. A total of 

five of these barrels must be inspected; knock each one. After tapping all five, it 
appears all the barrels are full. But are they full of Sangreal? it seems you require 
two pieces of precision equipment in order to find out. Descend down to the main 
collar floor, and look for containers highlighted in red which contain the barrel tap 
and hammer you need. Now return to the upstairs alcove 


| OBJECTIVE 


Broach the barrels in the Sangreal alcove, then step back and let Anna taste 
each one. One of the barrels has been tampered with! This isn't Sangreal; i's 
revolting, bitter plonk! 


You both return to interrogate Master Fabricio, who eventually admits to selling 
a few barrels of Sangreal. It seems the Duchess doesn’t pay him much and he 
desired the extra funds to purchase his ancestral grounds. Chime in as you wish 
during this conversation. Fabricio reveals a few weeks ago, a rich nobleman 
approached him, suggesting an enterprise involving the selling of Sangreal to an 
unknown party. The nobleman was the intermediary, and Fabricio reveals him 

to be tall, back-haired, and speaking with a foreign lilt. He has already made 
arrangements for the next shipment. You agree with the Duchess to set a trap; 
this Cintrian noble could be the blackmailer! A visit to Fort Astre is agreed upon. 


YA OMBATPREPARATION 
There's bound to be a number of ne'er-do-wells at Fort Astre Ruins, so fee! free to 
‘meditate and prepare before agreeing to journey with Damien and his troops. 


HIS NAME IS DOG. THEY SAY HE PLOUGHED 
YOUR MOTHER. 


» OBJECTIVES: _ 


DANGER ALERT 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Wine is Sacred, Main Que! 
the Castle 

Locations: San Sebastian Guard Post (Unmarked), Taitor’s Workshop 
(Unmarked), Lady Orianna's Estate, Metinna Gate 

Characters: Her Illustrious Highness, Duchess Anna Henrietta, Captain 
Damien de la Tour, Pierre the Tailor, Dorian Vilesse, Lady Orianna, 
Emiet Regis Rohellec Terzieft-Godetroy, Dettlaff van der Eretein 


YOU ARRIVED AND TROUBLE FOLLOWED 
SOON AFTER 


| OBJECTIVE: 


This quest is accessible immediately once you have completed Blood and Wine: 
} Main Quest: Wine is Sacred. 


THE MANDRAGORA INFILTRATION 


While you wait at the guard post, the Duchess seems jittery. Answer her as you 
wish regarding the Cintrian, until Damien arrives, revealing you are fighting not 
‘one man, but a whole organization! His troops were attacked, and a hefty bounty 
placed on your head. Answer as you wish. 


‘A few hours later, at Fort Astre Ruins, a group of Bandits is surprised that their | 
wine cart arrives with you driving the horses. Surprise number two occurs when 
one of them receives a crossbow bolt to the shoulder, before he can gain the 
upper hand against you. Surprise number three is revealed when Damien's 
pikemen appear to help you. Now engage in the melee, dropping a dozen of 
these Bandits and their burly leader, Homnitz. Remember there are a number of 
explosive barrels sitting around the combat area, which can really light up the 
place (and help nullify the bandit horde) if burned by Igni! 


You thank Damien for his proficient aiming, and before you interrogate one 
of the captured scoundrels, Damien admits he was initially wrong to distrust 
you. Answer him as you wish. Naturally, the Duchess is here, risking her life, 
and attempts to gain knowledge from the Bandit. The thug’s response is some 
pretty obscene language about being intimate with Damien's family members. 
That is, until the Duchess recommends the bandit to act as bait for the Beast 
of Beauclair! 


This changes the Bandit’s tune. Answer her as you wish, and then you calm the 
panicking foe enough to (optionally) ask where the wine barrels were going, 
and also who hired his band of not-so merry men. It seems the Bandit leader 
(named Hornitz) only knew the drop-off point, while the man who hired them is 
known only as “The Cintrian.” The bandit is disposed of, and the Duchess orders 
Damien back to the Palace, while you and she head to the guard post near the 
port. You can meet her there immediately, or on your own time. When you reach 
the Duchess, this quest concludes. 


DILER ALERT KK 


However, the port warehouse where the wine was delivered has been identified, 
and although the Cintrian man remains a mystery, Damien's sources uncovered 
‘a. woman with the Cintrian is none other than Cecilia Bellante, a gifted singer. 
Furthermore, a chambermaid in the service of Cecilia (who hasn't been found 
yet) claimed her mistress is to meet a Cintrian tonight, at a reception over at 
The Mandragora. Optionally ask what that is if you wish, before agreeing that 
nabbing the Cintrian is the next plan. However, discretion is the key to victory. 
You are to enter the reception at the Mandragora in the Upper Town. The 
Duchess instructs you to don appropriate attire, and meet her there. 


PREPARATIONS FOR A PARTY 


z 
E 
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§ 
E 
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| OBJECTIVE 


Prior to visiting the evening's soiree, you have 

the option to dress up in something a little more 
becoming, rather than the sweat-and-blood soaked 
armor ensemble you're currently wearing. There 
are a number of options, You can don any,attire you 
have previously purchased from the following Tailor 
merchants, or visit them to purchase some attire: 


Plesre the Tailor 


329 
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‘Head to the Tailor's Workshop close to the palace bridge, just northwest of The 
Gran'place, visit Pierre the tailor, and don an elegant Beauciair outfit (Doublet, 
‘boots, and pantaloons for around 600 crowns). 


ITEMS: Elegant Beauclair Dublet, Boots, 


© Journey to Novigrad, and visit Eithal the Tailor, purchasing something Wilfgaardian 
in nature from his collection, 

4» Don the Omate Robe you came across in your Hearts of Stone journeys. 

® Or you can simply ignore the Duchess’ request, and turn up looking like a white- 
haired monster hunter, in your usual garb. 


Each outfit garners a different response from the Duchess (and an elegant 
Beauclair outfit is automatically given and worn if you turn up unchanged, 
‘meaning you might wish to forgo the expenses of the tailor!) 


OBJECTIVE 


Once you're sulted and booted for the festivities, take a stroll to the alleyway 
Close to the soiree, around the comer from the Herbalist shop and across from 
Lady Orianna’s Estate (ust northwest from the Metinna Gate signpost). Be on 
the lookout for groups of thugs hunting Geralt around the city. After nightfall, 

the Duchess arrives, gives you a mask to wear (which you can ask about if you 
Wish), before you agree to head inside. The plan is to find the Cintrian by locating 
his partner, Cecilia first. Speak to the doorman (asking about the evening's 
performances if you wish), before mentioning Cecilia Bellante's name. Though 
the doorman can't tell you where she is, he does give you a clue; seek the Koviri 
orchid. Stepping inside and onto a stone balcony, Anna points out the owner of 
this property is Orianna, after which the search for Cecilia begins. 


(OPTIONAL) AN EVENING OF THE ARTS 


| OBJECTIVE 


There are a number of optional activities to engage in as you surreptitiously 
investigate the estate of Lady Orianna. Why not attempt any (or all) of 
the following? 


PAINTING THE TOWN RED [AND BLUE} 


OBJECTIVE 


Perhaps you have an artistic side that wishes to be let out during the festivities? 
Visit the artist standing by the archway at the bottom of the balcony steps (to 
the left), and gather a handful of paint balls from one (or more) of the five bowls 
on the table in front of a large canvas. You are encouraged to express yourself, 
which means lobbing paint. What fun! 


ITEM: Paint Balt (3) 


A TIPPLE OF ABSINTHE 


Check either of the small, circular tables by a pillar near the paint-throwing for a 
shot (or two) of absinthe, the preferred hooch of artists. 


MIME THE GAP 


Betwixt two rugs a duo of mimes are playing a game of tug of war, with a rope 
that only exists in your mind's eye. Feel free to pull the “rope,” so both mimes 
are sent tumbling. The effect is strangely satisfying 


SIT ASPELL 


“Look at the mage! | believe he's casting spells,” remarks the Duchess, pointing 
at the Ofieri chap sitting on a magic carpet “floating” over the pond by the 
statue. The Great Kalesti is more than a purveyor of parlor tricks. Watch his 
magical dolphin conjuring; it will make you a believer! 


FULL OF HOT AIR 


Over on the balcony, 
there are a number of 
Janterns to light; ignite 
any you wish to send it 
drifting upward Into the 
night sky, 


Peer into the northem alcoves and spot a slumped drunk. Another alcove along 
the northern gallery of arches features a forlorn fellow with his head in his 
hands, crestfallen at being described as pretentious. He has very litte to offer 
you except a look into the mind of a man with a deflated ego. 


OPTIONAL ALCOVE (SOUTH): UPTIGHT ARTISTS 


Check the southern alcoves to overhear the trading of stolen paintings between 
two patrons. Another alcove along the southern side of the estate features a 
furious art patron and his muse, who aren't happy about “Cecilia” performing 
earlier in the evening. They wish to be alone. Oblige them. 


DRAW ME LIKE ONE OF YOUR 
ZERRIKANIAN GIRLS 


| OBJECTIVE 
i. 


Assuming you've finished (or ignored) your new 
career as an avant-garde artist, the premises need 
to be searched for a woman with a Koviri orchid. 
Walk along the long gallery of arches, until you 

spot an alcove on your left that you can enter. You 
and Anna stumble into a painter's studio, with a 
model wearing such an orchid, and very litte else. 
Optionally compliment the artist on his portrait, then 
ask the model if she is Cecilia Bellante. it appears 
Cecilia tossed the flower into the audience after her performance, and the model 
caught it. But she does remember seeing a nobleman; he gave Cecilia a heart- 
shaped box, in fact, They were last seen at the refreshment tables. 


BLOODSTAINS ON THE BALCONIES 


OBJECTIVES: 


Dorian Vilosse 


Stroll over to the lavish circular food tables, and begin to search the area for 
Clues regarding the last known location of Cecilia and the Cintrian: 


© You can optionally inspect the names of the three paintings with a decidedly 
modern design, 


© There's a lute leaning against a support pillar The instrument is little like 
Dandelion’s, 


‘© Another table has a love-letter on a napkin; treacly refuse 


‘+ An empty, heart-shaped box sits on one of the tables. Cecilia must have left it 
behind, However, the scent from the box stil lingers, 


* Follow the scent trail rom the tables, around the long gallery of arches, 
passing the painter, and around to the balcony overlooking Toussaint. Head 
fight (south), into the Mandragora building itself 


Your path is blocked by a doorman, but when the Duchess mentions the need to 
figure out a way In, the doorman recognizes her voice. Optionally ask the man 
for his discretion, then ask if he’s seen Cecilia. Apparently, she's in her dressing 
room with the nobleman, The man’s description fits that of the Cintrian, While the 
Duchess stays by the door, you're allowed upstairs. Continue to follow the scent 
trail up the steps, aoross the hallway, and into Cecilia's chamber. 


E OBJECTIVE: 


Your investigation in Cecilia's room gets off to a horrific start, as she won't 

be singing any more arias. It seems her lover slit her throat. Use your Witcher 
Senses, and make careful examination of the crime scene as Anna heads off to 
find help. 


* Cecilia's corpse is bleeding out, and the murderer left a bloody handprint, 
‘© There are muddy tracks leading onto an exterior balcony. Follow them. 


* Climb and scoot across the door placed from one balcony to another; this 
impromptu platform proves the killer is clever as well as strong. 


+ Follow the prints to a ladder, climbing it to an upper balcony, and into a top- 
floor bedroom, Your objective updates. 


OBJECTIVE 


Make a lengthy inspection of this new chamber, and find the following clues: 


© Over on the wall is a broken mirror; someone slammed into it before sinking 
to the floor. 


* Ona side table is an empty inkwell, knocked over and turned toward 
the room, 


* A painting with a cut canvas hangs over the table with spilled ink. Close to the 
door lies a hunting knife 


* Awall sconce is bent and smeared with blood. Did someone try to grab it? 
© There's blood on one of the window frames. Did someone climb or fall out? 
* Bloodstains on the checkered floor near the bed. 


* Nearby on a dressing table is a jewelry box with a broken lock; picked 
‘open, you reckon. Next to it is @ precious stone to examine. It has a bloody 
fingerprint on it; the thief came for this item. There are tiny chain links next to 
it; signs of a struggle. 


You surmise that there was a fight with a thief, who was surprised while 
searching this room. An ensuing struggle ended with the Cintrian being forced 
‘ut of the window. It seems Cecilia was not the only victim. 


ITEMS: Decorated Hunting Knife, Valuable Jewel 
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The doorman arrives with Orianna herself, who 
orders Cecilia's body removed. She recommends 
you ail sit, and she will tell you everything she 
knows. You all retire to Orianna's private balcony 
where she reveals she caught the Cintrian rifling 
through her possessions. She attacked him, striking 
his head on a picture frame before he drew a knife. 


Lady Oriana (human form) 


She managed to knock the weapon from his hand and push him, causing him to 
fall out of the window. That's some impressive strength and dexterity! Optionally 
mention the fellow’s impudence, before revealing your hypothesis for what the 
thief came here for 


You produce the jewel you found, and Anna Henrietta is shocked; that's the 
Heart of Toussaint! She claims she bought it years ago. The jewel’s importance 
Is revealed as Anna tells you it is her family heirloom once thought lost. it seems 
you aren't seeking the Cintrian thief, but rather his employer. To this end, the 
hunting knife you found may hold a clue; it has an emblem on the hilt, The 
Duchess recognizes it as a crest used by the lords of Dun Tynne. Ask about the 
family if you wish (the family's last heir, Roderick, recently restored the castle 
from ruins), before agreeing to investigate the Dun Tynne estate. 


Related Quests: Main Quest: The Man from Cintra, 
Main Quest: The Night of Long Fangs 

Locations: Lady Orianna’s Estate (Unmarked), Metinna Gate, 
Count de la Croix’s Mill, Dun Tynne Castle 

Characters: Captain Damien de la Tour, Roderick of Dun Tynne, Emiet 
Regis Rohellec Terzieft-Godefroy, Dettlaff van der Eretein, Syanna 
(Rhenawedd), Her Illustrious Highness, Duchess Anna Henrietta 

Enemies: Dun Tynne Guards, Roderick of Dun Tyne, Cael, Peeps, 
Nazairi Bandits, Iron Borg 


ASSAULT ON DUN TYNNE: MEETING AND 
BEATING RODERICK 


OBJECTIVE 


This quest is accessible immediately once 
| Main Quest: The Man from Cintra. 


you have completed Blood and Wine: 


‘The assault on Dun Tynne requires a good amount of battling, so feel free to 

meditate and prepare before agreeing to journey with Damien and his forces. Also 
remember to change from your evening wear to something more “armored,” before 
you go! 


The doorman interrupts your talk, leaving you and Anna to speak in hushed 
tones; optionally about Orianna, as well as talking of the drawing of the jewel 
found in the thief's tool bag; sketched on the same paper the victims’ names 
were written on. You're beginning to see the wine and the jewel were both linked 
intrinsically to Anna herself. The Duchess then reveals her own sister could be 
among the schemers! Banished from the duchy when they were children, you 
can ask about her sister's involvement, and reasons for Syanna's removal in the 
first place. Your next task is to find the Duchess's sister. The Duchess tells you 
that Syanna can’t be harmed. You can either promise her you'll see no harm 
comes to Syanna, or that you'll see, 


Madame Oriana returns, bringing two highly- 
unexpected guests with her; Regis and Dettlaff! 
They are lending their combined resources to your 
hunt. Apparently, Orianna has known Regis for ages. 
Answer her as you wish, before Dettiaff pipes up 
regarding a purely theoretical reason a monster 
might kill for; “when loved ones are at risk and 
require protection” is the example he gives. Answer 
as you wish. 


You excuse yourself and accompany Regis to 
obtain another bottle of wine. You have two 
optional conversation choices to try: asking about 
coincidence and inquiring about how he knows: 
Orianna. Then mention you know the blackmailers’ 
location and now both the Duchess’ sister, and 
Dettlaff’s lover must be extricated from the Dun 
Tynne castle! 


Dotlatt van der Ereten 
Back at the banquet table, the Duchess bids (human torm) 

everyone farewell, and you speak to her in private. Optionally ask whether 
Dettlaff told her anything about himself, before remarking about the interesting 
evening you've had. The Duchess then informs you that her guardsmen are to 
support you in the forthcoming infiltration of Dun Tynne castle. You are to meet 
them at Count de fa Croix’s mil. The quest then concludes. 


LER ALERT 


Descend from the Palace, down through the city 
streets, then across the bridge to the water-side 
location of Count de la Croix's Mill, Damien and two. 
of his men, having arrived at the mill at midnight, 
await Geralt. Damien has formulated a two-point 
plan of attack; to find Her Grace's sister, and capture 
the men who blackmailed the vampire. Damien 
points to a central keep, which you need to reach, 
Roderick’s men include his own forces, with an 
additional group of mercenaries. This is likely to be a bloodbath, You decide to 
attempt both objectives simultaneously; your plan Is to sneak Into Dun Tynne, 
find the sister, and ensure her safety. 


Captain Damion do ta Tour 


| OBJECTIVE 


You ride to Castle Dun Tynne, hop over the wall, and introduce yourself to four of 
the castle guards. Slay them in the immediate area; then head to the gatehouse 
archway where two more Dun Tynne guards need to be slaughtered. Head 
oughly southeast, through the gatehouse archway. 


iy LOW SPEED 'AHEAE 


NOTFASTAND DEAD 


| The following massacre occurs as you wade through opposition forces during 
your storming of Castle Dun Tyne. It is imperative you take your time, battling 
each foe you see (using the mini-map to guide you), rather than racing through the 
fortification, as you can be easily swamped if you're too hasty. See the gameplay 
scene to see some of the unexpected endings of those involved. 


——— —— Continue your merry way along the buttress-walled 
OBJECTIVE oe : battlement balcony, bringing down another set of 

f} —_Nazairi bandit troops. To the right of the balcony, 
some Nazairians work to free the dogs from a buming 
kennel. When you reach the circular veranda, a large 
‘number of castle crossbowmen waylay you. 


Emerge from the gatehouse and head along the 
paved thoroughfare, stopping to remove a trio of 


guards before reaching a cart near a wooden gate wax Allittle unnerved by a flock of ravens fanding onthe irs 9 
and small belltower, A further six guards, including a tile roof, the Dun Tynne troops are surprised as a 

Roderick himself, are milling about the cart. Offer i} cloud of mist descends on their forces. Unable to 

‘no mercy to the armored enemies, but temporarily | see, the enemy hears only the screaming of their own. When the mist clears, the 


stop your bloodletting when Roderick (who is still 
alive after your beating) begs you for mercy. Ask him Roderick of Oy 
about the Cintrian’s forces, as well as the female 

hostage. He informs you they are all in the Keep; Syanna is in the top floor of the 
tower. He knows nothing of a hostage. 


entire squad of foes lies dead, the last of the troops receiving a mauling at the 
claws of Dettlaff and Regis, who claim they are here to help. 


This solves the problem of the troops on the veranda, allowing you to push 

into the inner courtyard. There's litle time to admire the purple shrubbery; 
engage around eight mercenary bandits, watching as your vampire friends 

make extremely quick and short work of anyone you're not fighting. Turn north, 
advancing on the keep itself; expect around a dozen more troops (including some 
troublesome bowmen); amid the chaos and bloodshed, your friends provide 
invaluable support, so check your mini-map to ensure you're mopping up foes 
without racing past any. Check the formal gardens and fountain and slay 

any stragglers. 


ASSAULT ON DUN TYNNE: 
RHENAWEDD REVEALED 


After the blood has 
flowed like wine, you 
meet up with Dettlatf 
and Regis, and the three 
of you head into the 
‘After answering your questions, you can: keep, and up the tower. 
After easily removing 
the guard to his 
beloved's cell, Dettiaff 
#% Answer “not my problem,” and leave Roderick to die, is reunited, But what 

fe of Syanna? Regis and 
ASSAULT ON DUN TYNNE: “WE THOUGHT you speak about where 
YOU MIGHT NEED A LITTLE HELP” the Duchess’ sister 
could be. When you 
interrogated Roderick, 
he says that he doesn’t 
know anything about 


+ Give him something to press against his wound to staunch the bleeding, saving 
his tife, 


Syanna (Rhenawedé) or Iustrious Highness. 
a kidnapping and tells Ouehess Anna Henrietta 

Head through the open _you that the girl is in the 

gates, into a bailey Dun Tynne main building packing her things. It doesn't take a genius to work out 

courtyard where the Syanna and Dettlaf's beloved are the same person! 


Dun Tynne troops are 
fighting off Damien's 
forces. Continue along 
the paved pathway, 
slicing down one 
confused guard, and 


Dettiaff is both angry and incredulous when you explain Syanna was banished as 
a child, but recently returned and ran a bandit group from this location. Dettiaff 
was a useful plaything as part of a plan to get revenge on the people she blames 
for her fate. A clearly infuriated Dettlatf leaves abruptly after nearly throttling his 
now ex-lover; Regis hopes to a location where he can soothe his nerves 


‘hen a group of Nazairi_ AFTERMATH: IS ANYONE ELSE HERE E 
Bandits. Watch out as one of them is a particularly tough Iron Borg! Check the ‘A VAMPIRE?! = 
lower stepped area so you aren't attacked from behind. If you choose not to a 3 
engage the Iron Borg, and instead hide, you will later find the Borg at the Dyn Syanna says she will goto him. Answer how you wish. She is concemed Dettianf «= 
Tynne main square might be furious enough to level an entire city, something he is more than F 


capable of. Before this occurs, you exit the keep, meeting with the Duchess 
and Damien. Anna is shocked to see her estranged sibling, but Syanna greets 
her with resentment, snapping the olive branch Anna offers her. While Damien 
escorts Syanna to the Palace, the Duchess thanks you and vows to try Roderick 
for treason and blackmail 


Her demeanor changes when you answer (as you wish) regarding Roderick’s 
lack of culpability In all of this, and revelations of Syanna’s antics as chief 
architect of the recent knight slayings fall on deaf ears. When Regis lets slip that 
Dettiaff was the vampire in question, the Duchess becomes enraged that you 
kept this information from her. Though you have three days to bring Syanna and 
Dettlaff together (or face the destruction of Beauclait), the Duchess won't hear 
of it. She wants the head of the beast, and she's particularly forthright with this 
message. The quest (and your dressing down) then concludes, 
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However, the other plan is still a possibility; ask how you could get Dettlaff to 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Capture the Castle, Main Quest: Blood Simple, 
Main Quest: The Night of Long Fangs (Part 2} a 

Locations: Beauclair Palace, Bank of Beauclair (Unmarked), 

Lady Orianna’s Estate (Unmarked) 

Characters: Emiel Regis Rohellec Terzieff-Godefroy, Her Illustrious 
Highness, Duchess Anna Henrietta, Captain Damien de la Tour, 
Palmerin de Launfal, Lady Orianna, Guitlame 

Enemies: Alps, Bruxa, Garkains, Fleders, Katakans 


YOUR GRACE...VAMPIRES! 


OBJECTIVE 


—_ : 
| This quest is accessible immediately once you have completed Blood and Wine: 
‘Main Quest: Capture the Castle. 


Emie! Regis Rohetlec 
Terzlett-Godetroy 


Her Mlustriows Highness, 
Duchess Anna Nonrietta 


Palmerin de Launtal 


few days pass. Both Regis and yourself are summoned to the Patace. You're 
‘empty-handed, having failed to find Dettlaf (or even a lead to his location). 
Answer Regis as you wish. On the highest balcony of the Palace, Palmerin is 
informing the Duchess that the population is demanding Syanna be punished 
for her crimes. She refuses (in no uncertain terms); Syanna is not about to be 
lynched. Palmerin warns of an uprising, but Anna Henrietta waves off this threat, 
the accursed vampire must be removed from Toussaint first 


The Duchess’ patience is at an end. She asks curtly where Dettlaff is. Answer 
her as you wish. After a fox-hunting analogy, you can reply with a subservient 
or flippant response (as you wish), irking the Duchess. It is almost a relief, then, 
when Regis’ explanation of Syanna’s actions is interrupted by a crawling, badly- 
wounded guardsman. Vampires are attacking the city! 


As the bells toll, a 

helm comes rolling 
down the stone steps. 
A Bruxa has infiltrated 
the highest perches of 
the Palace! While Regis 
escorts the Duchess 
away, you step up to 
the plateau, and must 
‘engage the Bruxa in 
combat. Make short work of this sinewy bloodsucker, using the same tactics you 
attempted during the Bruxa combat back in Corvo Bianco. 


VAMPIRE AND PRINCESS: 
BORN UNDER THE BLACK SUN 


Regis appears after the bout. A serious plan is called for. You tell Regis he 
mentioned something about drawing Dettlaff out; a method too dangerous to 
Use thus far. After Regis explains the method is likely to be much more than 
simply “dangerous,” he explains there is an alternate way to reach Dettlaff: To 
simply agree to his demand and free Syanna. Optionally ask whether Dettiaff 
stil believes Syanna is innocent, before asking exactly what Regis suggests you 
do. You're sure that Anna Henrietta won't agree to this. To which, Regis replies it 
isn't necessary to mention it to her. Ask about guaranteeing Syanna’s safety, and 
where she's being held. You reckon Damien might know where Syanna is. 


reveal himself. Regis once again expresses an extreme reticence to this idea, 
before explaining one of the Unseen—an ancient and powerful vampire—has 
allair nearby. As vampire society is a gerontocracy, and Toussaint is this Unseen 
Elder's territory, the Unseen could summon Dettlaff without delay. Ask why the 
Elder hasn't stopped Dettlaff already if you wish, then inquire how the Unseen 
must be convinced to help. After more of Regis’ endearing pomposity, he 
mentions that Madame Orianna knows where the Unseen Elder is. After more 
discussion, Regis asks your choice. You can 


> Consider freeing Syanna, after taking to Damien. 
> Lean toward finding Oriana and the Unseen Elder. 


> Or mention you need time to think about it (which is recommended) 


| The choices you make have a major and tasting effect throughout the rest of the 

| Main Quest in Toussaint. if you are considering freeing Syanna, choose the “Path 
to the Sister” objectives. if you are considering an audience with the Unseen Elder, 
choose the “Path to the Unseen” objectives (and additional quest), 


‘In addition, some optional activities, such as those during Witcher Contract; Big 
| Game Hunter (see page 538) and Secondary Quest: Turn and Face the Strange (see 
‘page 476), are put on hold until the vampire threat in the city has been quelled. 


—annniaeinadioad 


COMBAT DECISIONS: — 


BLOODSUCKERS IN BEAUCLAIR! 


At this point, pandemonium is playing out across the city of Beauclair. Vampires 
stalk the city streets, and the population is fleeing in all directions. As you navigate 
through the thoroughfares, expect to encounter the following Lesser Vampires: 


Alps (see Bestiary, page 755). 
Bruxas (see Bestiary, page 755). 
Garkains (see Bestiary, page 758), 
Fleders (see Bestiary, page 756), 
Katakans (see Bestiary, page 758). 


Engage them as you wish; usually these fights are mandatory if you're completing a 
nearby objective. 


PATH TO THE SISTER: 
MAKING A WITHDRAWL AT THE BANK 


| OBJECTIVE 


WARNING! 


N AHEAD! 


MAJOR Q 


> Though you have one of two quest decisions with major ramifications to make, this 
collection of objectives can be completed without stopping you from making other 
inquiries. The “point of no return” will be flagged to aid your decision-making, 


Leave the palace, battling through the city streets, fighting a Fleder (and 
optionally a Katakan) before you reach the bridge, and dodging the mass of 
fleeing peasantry as you cross the bridge. Ahead, a Garkain is prowling the main 
thoroughfare, now blocked with a fiery barricade. Slay it before heading right 
(south), down a sloping cobblestone street where more burning carts greet you, 
along with a troublesome Bruxa, Continue running along the stone balconies with 
the lake to your right, descending the tiered neighborhoods, down into the next 
investigation area. A large and sinewy Fleder Is prowling the square; dispatch it 
quickly, then look around for signs of Damien. 


The town square where you fought one of the lesser vampires has a series of 
clues to look for, utilize your Witcher Senses to spot each of them: 


© Accorpse on the street, and another slumped by the well, show signs of being 
clawed; something sliced through steel armor like butter. 


There's another corpse. Damn it. 


Another corpse reveals the vampire's blow didn’t kill him; he bled to death 
afterward. There are bodies littered across this area. 


There are footprints; Damien's men broke formation and ran. Follow the prints 
along a side street and up some steps. Watch for a burning townsperson; use 
‘Aard to extinguish the flames (though itis too late to save him), 


‘Atthe top of the steps is a barricade next to the Perfumery. 


Over the barricade is another corpse; this one fell on his face. 


Dash along the street, following the footprints, until you encounter an Alp, and 
possibly another Bruxa. Introduce them to the sharp end of your sword. Then turn 
left (north), and continue to track the footprints 


* As you enter another town square if you didn’t help Guillame and Vivianne yet, 
you spy the body of Guillame. Poor, foolish lad 


| OBJECTIVE 


Enter the town square, 
where a Fleder is 
prowling the area. 

You deduce that 
Damien is hiding in 
the bank (judging by 
the barricades (and 
cluster of forces) 

to your left), Defeat 
the Fleder in vicious 
combat, A wounded Damien appears from the 
bank, incredulous at your combat prowess. You 
request Damien retreat from the city, but his duty 

\s to protect Beauclair. After a spot of convincing, 
you explain to Damien how to defeat these lower 
vampires (silver and vampire oil, bombs with silver 
splinters), He thanks you, and hopes you return with 
the head of the wretch that caused this bedlam, Cap 
‘Answer Damien with either conversation option, 

then make insistent conversation answers to Damien, before walking away; 
prompting him to reveal that Syanna is locked away in the palace playroom. 


PATH TO THE SISTER: 
PRELUDE TO PLAYTIME 


in Damien de ta Tour 


Leave the entrance to 
the bank, locating a 
nearby stone balcony, 
and approach the flock 
of ravens that are 
watching you intently 
with their beady eyes. 
You tell them you'll be 
at the Palace near the 
playroom, waiting for 
Regis there 


Then retrace your steps, back over the bridge toward the palace and turn right 
(north), working your way up the road that winds up the exterior hill the palace 

sits on. Expect to rid the streets of lesser vampires along the way. When you reach 
Regis (where you left him after he escorted the Duchess away), he's made sure his 
brethren won't be sniffing around the area. At this point, Main Quest: The Night of 
Long Fangs (Part 2) becomes accessible. Continue this quest on page 338. 


WARNING! 


MAJOR QUES 


IN AHEAD! 


The conversation with Regis ends with you being able to access the Palace 

playroom. However, the objective to speak to Orianna regarding the location of 
the Unseen is stil available, and continues to be until you finish an inspection 
of the playroom itself. This is the “point of no return;” you have to pick @ choice +3) 
‘and stick with itt 4 


PATH TO THE UNSEEN: 
OFF TO ORIANNA’S ORPHANAGE 


OBJECTIVE 


WARNING! 


MAJOR QUEST DECISION AHEAL 


> Though you have one of two quest decisions with major ramifications to make, this 
collection of objectives can be completed without stopping you from making other 
inquiries. The “point of no return” will be flagged to aid your decision-making, 


As you should have discovered by now that Lady 
Oriana is a close friend of Regis and shares his 
affection for blood, she is the perfect person to 

ask the location of the Unseen Elder. Leave the 
palace, battling through the city streets, dodging the 
mass of fleeing peasantry as you cross the bridge, 
heading right (south) into a town square to make 
short work of any Lesser Vampires prowling the 
townsfolk. Continue down the thoroughfares, cross 
the market square, and hightail it to Lady Orianna's Estate (further vampiric 
incursions are likely to slow your progress). Just before you reach the doors of 
Orianna’s residence, you can spy the body of Guillaume, who perished fighting in 
the city, if you didn’t help him and Vivienne yet. Poor, foolish lad. 


Lady Orianna 


E 
3 
g 
z 


Upon entering the Mandragora residence, you spy Madame Oriana attempting 
to leave. She finds the current conditions in the city a little “irritating.” Call her 
on this comment if you wish, before asking about the Unseen Elder. She tells you 
there are simpler ways to commit suicide. She eventually agrees to your request. 
But only after you've tended to a certain matter for her. Answer her as you wish; 
there's a quid pro quo before you can go to the Unseen's lair. This involves you 
helping Orianna at the orphanage she owns. This quest pauses, and Main Quest; 
Blood Simple (see below) begins. 
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Related Quests: Main Quest: The Night of Long Fangs (Parts 1 and 
Main Quest: What Lies Unseen 

Locations: La Compassion Orphanage (Unmarked), Cockatrice Inn, 
Beauclair Palace Docks (Unmarked) 

Characters: Lady Orianna, Orphan Boy 

Enemies: Alpha Garkain 


A WEAKNESS FOR CHILDREN 


Some time later, you 
agree to accompany 
Madame Orianna to the 
Orphanage, where she 
smells trouble, There 
are signs of a struggle 
both outside and in the 
compound, and a small 
orphan bay appears, in 
a state of shock, to stammer an explanation. You can optionally use Axil to calm 
the little tyke down. He tells you the orphanage’s caretaker, Uncle Amaud, has 
disappeared, and the children are nothing more than bait. Whatever killed her 
children needs to be tracked, slaughtered, and its head brought back to Madame 
Oriana Only then will she help you with the Unseen Elder. 


Lady Orlanne Orphan Boy 


}) This optional Main Quest is only accessible during Main Quest: The Night of Long 
Fangs, and is accessible it you decide to take the Path to the Unseen (see page 
335). You need to have spoken to Lady Oriana at her residence in Beauclair. Major 

|| decisions are not made at this point, You are able to complete this quest, and 

4} change your mind regarding the meeting the Unseen Elder (and instead free Syanna) 
it you wish 


A thorough inspection of the Orphanage—both outside and in—Is called for. 
Using your Witcher Senses, be sure to examine every nook and cranny in the 
investigation area for the following: 


© The slumped corpse of an orphan child inside the building; smashed against 
the wall, with a cracked skull 


* There are claw marks on the outside wall, by the orphanage entrance: Sharp, 
hooked claws; the monster easily climbed onto the roof. 


* Atiny corpse outside the orphanage entrance has head, shoulder and neck 
wounds. The monster attacked from above (from the roof). 


* Outside are paw prints from a hunched, bipedal beast. 


* Achild’s corpse slumped under a tree has its throat ripped open and 
larynx crushed. 


* Blood on the nearby wall hasn't even dried yet. 


* Another child's corpse at the bottom of the outside steps has a sliced aorta 
with fang marks alongside; but this is an old wound, Curious. 


* Acorpse on the other side of the wall, under the tree, has wounds that are 
smooth-edged; claws have cut cleanly through young, thin bones. The beast 
didn't eat the children; did something grab its attention? 


* Atthe bottom of the steps down to the lower walled area is a comer stone 
with something daubed on it. Its giving off a scent. Your objective updates. 
Follow the trail of scent down a path, and hop over a wall where the scent 
and monster tracks both lead. 


OBJECTIVES: 


You reach a small horse pen and another diminutive body, 


Examine the corpse to discover “gunk;” some type of venom? This narrows 
down your list of monsters to an alpha Garkain; a pack leader. 


Close to the pen are grooved tracks on the road, indicating a wagon and the 
Garkain may have caught up to the orphanage’s residents as they tried to flee. 
Time to whistle for Roach, 


While your faithful steed trots over to you, make a quick inspection of your 
Bestiary in the Glossary menu, and read up on this most despicable of monsters. 


Ride Roach roughly northward along the road, while utilizing your Witcher Senses 
to keep viewing the wagon tracks, as they veer off the road to the right just after 
you pass the Signpost. Slow to a canter and drop down to the right of the small, 
stone bridge and follow the wagon's trail along the dry stream bed to the large 
expanse of water. On the beach are the remains of an overturned wagon 


A CORREGNGOMB: 


PREP: 


ATIO! 


You are about to disturb a vicious monster from its digesting slumber, It may 
behoove you to correctly prepare for this fight before tracking the creature down. 


“EVER FIGHT A WITCHER, YOU PIECE OF S#!T?” 


You leave Madame Oriana with a threat; one day you will return for her. And she 
will be ready; this will be a “Night to Remember”! 


Dismount, and begin an inspection of the area around the wagon using your 
Witcher Senses; 


A dead horse lies to the side of the wagon. 


drop. The Garkain ate its fill here and is holed up nearby, digesting the meal. 


There are faint noises coming from under the bridge that spans the river 
to the Cockatrice Inn, roughly northwest of you. Spot the noises using your 
Witcher Senses, and the red, glowing form of the Garkain hanging upside 
down under the bridge. 


) OBJECTIVES: 


You edge forward, 
sword in hand, It seems 
Uncle Amaud was the 
last one to be savaged 
and drained, His twisted 
corpse lles under the 
slumbering Garkain. It 
senses you advancing, 
drops to the ground, 
and lets out a shriek 
Battle the Alpha Garkain, using the techniques detailed on page 758 of the 
Bestiary. Remember this Garkain uses its brain waves to flummox you; should 


this occur, be sure to respond by lobbing Samum or Moon Dust bombs to disable 


these psychic attacks. Respond with careful sword strikes coated in Vampire Oil, 
and swig Black Blood if the Garkain hits you. 


UUNBRABILITIES 


‘Moon Dust Bomb Samum Bomd Vampire Olt Black Blood 


ALARDER OF BLOOD 


| OBJECTIVE: 


With the Garkain slain, you remove its head, tie it to Roach’s saddle, and gallop 
back to the orphanage with proof of your slaughter. As you enter, you hear a 
child's whimpering. Moving to the light, you catch Oriana feasting on the neck 
of the orphan boy. She releases him, thinking your task would have taken longer. 
After threatening to kill her, you fully understand this is Orianna’s own “wine 
cella,” a larder for her bloodlust. After shooing the boy outside, he stops and 
pleads with you not to harm Lady Orianna; after all, he took the children off the 
Streets, fed them sweets, and sang to them. Leave her be! 


Oriana drinks the children’s blood, but never so much as to kill. Answer as you 
wish. Due to current circumstances, you let her live, and explain that the recent 
slaughter here was the work of a Garkain, one probably summoned by Dettiat. 
After salivating over the sweet taste of child blood, you manage to get Orianna 
to focus on describing where the Unseen Elder's lair is located: west of the city, 
across the lake, behind a cave near the shoreline. She places a stone in your 
hand that will open a hidden door. 


‘Accorpse by the wagon has been shredded and the blood licked up; to the last 


t Wolves asleepin’ ‘midst the trees, 

| bats all aswayin’ in the breeze, 

| But one sou! fies anxious, wide awake, 

i Fearin’ all manner of ghouls, hags and wraiths. 
Birds are silent for the night, 


Cows tuned in as daylight dies, 
But one soul lies anxious, wide awake, 


For the Witcher, brave and bold, 
Paid in coin of gold, 
He'll chop and slice you, cut and dice you, 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Leave the orphanage building, locating a nearby 
‘oak tree, and approach the flock of ravens that are 
watching you intently with their beady eyes. You tell 
them you'll be at the boat landing near the Palace, 
waiting for Regis there. At this point you can head 
their automatically, or at your leisure. 


HEAD! 


MAJO) 


> The forthcoming conversation with Regis ends with you having to make one of 
two choices that have major ramifications to the Blood and Wine Main Quest, 
This is the "point of no return;” you have to pick a choice and stick with it! 


CRITICAL PATH 


Assuming you wish to conclude this quest, you reach the Beauclair Palace Docks, 
spying a raven that flutters to a nearby roof. Regis approaches, He asks how your 
meeting with Orianna went. You make mention of her “hunger,” before explaining ) 
where the Unseen’s cave is. Regis is prepared to accompany you, but implores 
you once again to free Syanna instead. At this point, you have a major decision 
to make 


Tell Regis you won't change your mind: Period. This starts Blood and Wine: Main 
‘Quest: What Lies Unseen. 
Tell Regis you've changed your mind, and Syanna should be found. 
This continues Blood and Wine: Main Quest: The Night of Long Fangs (Part 2), 
with Regis already having found Damien (it you didn’t already), and learned 
where Syanna is being kept. 

When you've made your decision, this quest concludes. 
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Jain Quest; Night of the Long Fangs (Part 1), 

Main Quest: Blood Simple, Main Quest: Beyond Hill and Dale. 

Locations: Beauclair Palace, Beauclair Palace Playroom (Unmarked) _ 
imiel Regis Rohellec Terzieff-Godefroy 


| This quest is accessible immediately once you have completed Main Quest: Night 
| of the Long Fangs (Part 1), and you've decided to follow Regis’ advice about finding 
* Syanna, rather than seeking an audience with the Unseen Elder. You can complete 


| Main Quest: Blood Sa first, if you wish, 
et 


WARNING! 


MAJOR TEAD! 


You are about to access the Palace playroom. However, the objective to speak 
{0 Orianna regarding the location of the Unseen is stil available, and continues 
{o be until you finish an inspection of the playroom itself: This is the “point of no 
‘eturn;" you have to pick and choice and stick with itt 


Related Quests: Main Quest: The Night of Long Fangs, Contract: Duck, — 
Duck, Goosed!, Main Quest; Tesham Mutna we 

Locations: Beauclair Patace Playroom (Unmarked), Fablesphere 

Characters: Emiel Regis Rohellec Terzieff-Godefroy, Syanna, Jack, 
Josh, the Emperor, Puss, Billy Goat, Anise (Unicorn), Roach 
(Unicorn), Little Fti irl, Thumbetina 

Enemies: Pixies, Big Bear, Bear, Bear Cub, Archespores, The Wicked 
Witch, Bandits, Barbarossa Redbeard, Three Little Pigs, Longtocks, 
Skeletons, Big Bad Wolf, Cloud Giant 


REQUIRED READING: INTO THE 
FABLESPHERE: “EXPECTO LUDUM 


| OBJECTIVE: 


ILER ALERT XX 


You advance on the playroom (slaying a Fleder, if Regis hasn't already dealt with 
it), but the door is locked. After Regis performs his breaking-and-entering trick, 
you're able to step inside, and begin a thorough search of this two-floor dwelling 
for signs of Syanna. The place seems silent. Use your Witcher Senses to aid you 
in this search: 


* The globe in the corner, yielding no clues. 


Head up the stairs, into the main (and rather ornate) playroom. 
Your search continues: 


+ There's some miniature tableware and plush toys. Cute. But nothing under 
the rug. 


* At the top of the stairs is a picture, with a key tucked behind it 


There's a tin knight on a side bench. And a wooden duck with its wings 
broken off, along with a little broken music box which plays a tune. None of 
these are much use to you. 


* Ona writing desk is a diary; “Property of Isabelle de Roquefort, Court 
Governess,” notes from Syanna and Anna Henrietta's governess. Leaf through 
the entries, reading the five passages in conversation with Regis. The entries 
are most illuminating, giving you an idea that Syanna might be trapped in an 
otherworldly place, the lands of a fairy tale book! This quest then concludes. 


ITEMS: Journal of the Goveness, Golden Key 


SPOILER ALERT OK 


This quest is accessible immediately once you have completed Main Quest: Long 
J) Mbt (Part 2), and you've decided to follow Regis’ advice about finding Syanna, 
|) rather than seeking an audience with the Unseen Elder. You can complete Main 


Quest: Blood Simple first, if you wish. | 
oo, 


WARNIN 


AHEAD! 


MAJOR 


> This is the “point of no return.” Once you open the fairy tale book, you cannot 
choose to visit the Unseen Elder, and complete Main Quest: What Lies Unseen. 


Take the Golden key you found behind the painting, and use it to unlock the a 3 

ornate cupboard. Inside is the book of fairy tales you seek. As you open it, and EVIL WITCH: GINGERLY DOES IT... 
read the words of the book, you are immediately transported into Syanna’s 
childhood “Land of a Thousand Fables,” appearing in a strange forest with giant 
‘mushrooms lining the winding path. The only way is onward, farther into this 
strange and vibrant land. The Eye of Nehaleni is shimmering wildly, indicating 
this entire world is an illusion; but one so powerful there's no way to dispel it! 


FOLLOW THE RAINBOW OVER THE STREAM. 
FOLLOW THE GIRL WHO FOLLOWS A DREAM. 


You hear (and then see) 
Syanna arguing with a 
Witch both warty and 
familiar. Syanna orders 
the Wicked Witch to 
release someone, but 
the crone isn't about 

to free a gingerbread The Wicked i 
stealer! After you open 

the gate, the witch seems puzzled why you're here. Not to worry; she isn’t about 
to let you live to explain your predicament! 


| OBJECTIVE: é ‘ ] 


syanna 


There's a distinctive hue to the pavement you're standing on. Set off through the 
toadstool forest. inspect the signpost to the right, which gives you a briefing of 
exactly what is going on: This is apparently the land of a thousand fairy tales, 


where fun is to be had thanks to “Uncle Artorius” (a powerful mage who created 
this place). Only the warning (that the spell holding this Fablesphere together A DEFEATING THEWIGKED WITGHSHER ATTACKS 


isn't stable) is cause for concern. 


The Wicked Witch has the following attacks and maneuvers to be aware of; 


y OPTIONAL Phase 1; Monster Summoning: The witch takes to her broomstick, and flies about 

—— 7 the combat area, summoning Archespores trom her bubbling cauldron, and letting 
them spit their disgusting projectiles at you. During her flight, she is completely 
impervious to attacks while encased in her magical bubble. Concentrate your 
attacks on the Archespores, 


BETES TALES Phase 2; Airborne Projectiles and Divebombing: Once her summoned plant life 
*M has been cut down, she tries harming you with revolting liquids from her cauldron, 
ina long, airborne attack. She also tries to knock you over by swooping down in a 
ddivebomi, while riding her broomstick. Dodge out of the way during either of these 
On your way through the attacks, and retrain from striking her during the time she is encased in her bubble; 
Fablesphere, you may ‘she |s invulnerable. However, when her bubble disappears (usually just after the 
encounter some hoppity divebomb), she can be struck. 
rabbit-like critters (that 
can be hunted, but are 
peaceful), said to have 
the head of a rabbit, deer 
antlers, pheasant wings, 
and a squirrel’s body, 


Should you wish to divert from the yellow brick road, slightly downstream of the 
bridge Is the tiny Grigg Village, where a number of diminutive gnomes are working, 
They flee to their burrows if you approach. 


ARCHESPORE AND THE APPLE: GETTING SLEEPY 


FAIRY TALE 


Phase 3: Cauldron Broth Projectiles and Melee Strikes: When she is on the ground, 
she will throw large, unpleasant globs of cauldron contents at you, which act like 
‘Archespore spittle, and should be dodged. She can bring down the cauldron with 
both hands, creating a large explosion that damages and staggers (so back up or 
interrupt this attack). She also has claw attacks (left or right) at melee range which 
‘can be dodged or parried. Spend too long neglecting her broomstick, and she flies 
off again, and Phase 2 begins anew. 
| 


‘When the yellow brick 
toad peters out, just 
before a small bridge 
of briars, drop down 
and cross the structure, 
concentrating on a 
writhing Archespore 

to slice and dice. Then 
inspect the body of 

a dead dwarf, stil 
clutching a poisoned apple. Does this playground seem a litte... violent for two 
little girts? Cross the bridge, continue along the road, leaping the gap across @ 
second bridge. Then follow the path under some briars until you hear voices. 


ITEM: Poisoned ap} 


CRITICAL PATH 


Resistances: The Wicked Witch is resistant to Axil, and usually counters you 
‘successfully if you manage to strike her three times in succession. i] 


Mf THE BEAST OPBEAUGUATRVULNERABILITIES 
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Phase 1: Produce your silver sword, and watch the flight path of the witch, but don’t 
attempt to strike her. She lobs projectiles that spawn into Archespores. Face and cut 
these down continuously, until she starts Phase 2 of her attacks. 


Phase 2: Avoid her cauldron-spilling airborne attacks, and watch for her 
impenetrable bubble to disappear during these divebombs; as soon as the bubble 
hhas gone, hit her hard with Igni, Aard, your crossbow, or a bomb; she tumbles to the 
(ground, and separates from the broom. She now begins Phase 3 attacks. However, 
the broom seems sentient, and hops around, finally rejoining the witch as she takes 
off again, forcing you to strike her from the air just like before. Combat this problem 
by concentrating all your attacks on the broom, as soon as it becomes separated 
from the witch, Destroy the broom, so the witch is left on the ground. 


Phase 3: Once she is on the ground permanently, combat is both swift and 
unrelenting; dodge the revolting projectiles the witch lobs, dodging around to slash 

| atthe stout foe when she waddles quickly toward you, Usual combat planning is 
‘necessary, but the fight is straightforward. Though there's no oven to shove this 
witch into, Relict Oil (as offense) and Quen are useful (as defense), as well as a quick 
burst of Igni to put an end to her. 


ALL JACKED UP 


FAIRY TALE 


Syanna has little time to talk after the witch 

is subdued; she needs a key. She's already 

‘apprehended a weapon from Prince Charming, and 

quickly frees a small lad from a large baking oven. 

He recognizes Syanna; Jack wants to know if she's 

‘ome back to play. All she's here for is Jack's beans, 

‘Answer as you wish; it seems veiled threats against 

small children is Syanna’s current plan. However Jack 

revolting this is to you, Jack claims Syanna's sister 

ordered him to hide all the beans across this land, so Syanna could never leave. 
The only help Jack can give you both is to visit Joss, “the boy with the thing for 
wolves;” he might know where the beans are hidden. 


Atter Jack flees, Syanna asks why you're here. Answer as you wish. You explain 
Dettlaff has summoned monsters to attack Beauclair, and you're here to put 

a stop to it by bringing back Syanna. Shockingly, Syanna displays a glimmer 

‘of compassion at the innocents currently dying in Beauclair's streets, and an 
‘uneasy alliance is agreed upon. At this point, you can ask about the place, the 
men Dettlaff killed in her name, and about the Curse of the Black Sun, When 
you're satisfied, ask about the beans. 


It seems Jack (of Beanstalk fame) had three beans; a red one, a blue one, and a 
yellow one. All must be collected, before climbing up into the clouds to escape 
this land. You shake on your alliance. 


NO WOLVES HERE! NONE AT ALL! 


S OBJECTIVES: 


» FAIRY TALE 


Syanna describes Joss’ location as you open the opposite gate, and continue 
your journey along the road, leading down a small valley with strange roots 
above you, until your progress is waylaid by a group of angry pixies, gnome- 
like entities that were put here to protect the Fablesphere from intruders. They 
appear in a cloud of smoke, and swarm you. Treat them like Nekkers, and dispel 
these angry spirits with fierce swordplay. Expect to encounter them from time 
to time. Then follow the path out of the forest. Syanna points out to whinnying 
unicoms, and wants to catch them so you can ride your way through the 
Fablesphere. A new (and optional) objective to tame them appears, though it is 
advisable to continue along the path and encounter Joss, first 


Joss is standing on a tree stump, definitely not 

being harassed by wolves. Draw your weapon and 

remove the five wolves snarling around the stump. 

‘Afterward, Joss points out more wolves behind you, ry 
but this is an amusing lie. Everything Joss says is a Lo 
lie, as Syanna tells you. After a small interrogation of 4 


Joss, you learn the following from him: d 


* Joss knows not one thing about the beans. eee ee 


© The red bean, for example, most certainly hasn't been swallowed by the most 
humany human in the Land of a Thousand Fables. 


The blue bean lies out in the open, with nobody—three times over—guarding it. 


The yellow bean is deep; completely underground. A bald farmhand, who in 
no way awaits someone, has it. 


With the following. ..let's call them “clues” learned, your quest objectives 
multiply, and you have a variety of activities to undertake. At this point, it's a good 
idea to understand some rules about this fairy land: 


FROLICKING IN THE FABLESPHERE 


| OBJECTIVE 


Now you've emerged from the forest with Syanna and spoken to the “truth- 
reversing” Joss, there's some planning to attempt if you want to make the most of 
your time in the Fablesphere: 


* Think of the path from Joss’ tree stump as a long, circular route through the rest of 
the Fablesphere. You are encouraged to stop and visit every location along the way. 


© However, there are a number of optional and hidden activities that must be 
performed, even including a Contract! 


‘It's worth completing tasks both important and optional before you sow the three 
Magic beans and conjure the beanstalk, so you can see everything and so you can 
finish optional tasks before leaving this world 


‘* Once all three beans are found, and the beanstalk summoned, you won't be able to 
retum to finish any optional tasks; so be aware of this (especially as there's a Gwent 
game to try!). 

‘© Use your mini-map to pinpoint all the objective locations you need to visit, but 
remember there are optional places to explore, too! 


OPTIMAL, OBJECTIVE-BASED TASKS 
TASK 1: TAMING A UNICORN OR TWO 


This optional task occurs when you first emerge from the toadstool forest. 
SSyanna spies two unicorns that you can ride. You get an objective to get on the 
white unicorn. This isn't necessary for quest completion, but it does remind 
Syanna of her childhood. It reminds you of something definitely more adult! 


TASK 2: SNUFFS, PUFFS, AND ALL SORTS 


) OBJECTIVE 


FAIRY TALE 


WARNING! 
MAIORO AHEAD! 


> Though you won't realize it yet, speaking to the Gir with Flint, learning she has 
a ribbon belonging to Syanna, and then either obtaining (or not obtaining) it, has 
‘a major effect during Blood and Wine: Main Quest: Tesham Mutna, 


In the northwestern part of the Fablesphere is a 
snowy village, with a Notice Board where a Contract 
written by a goose can be attempted, and a girl 
selling a variety of tobacco products. And fisstech! 
She's not aware of any magic beans; is that the new 
name of a kicker she already carries? 


Je Flint Giel 


Syanna spies the girl is wearing her ribbon, but she's not about to give it back 
to her; “finders keepers, sweetheart!” Optionally ask Syanna what the ribbon is 
about (a family keepsake from her Uncle meant to act as a good luck charm). AS 
the only thing the gir gives out for free is “a first hit,” you'll have to pay if you 
want the ribbon back. At this point, you can 


> (Gwent) Play the Girt with Flint at Gwent. You have one chance to score a victory 
in a normal game of cards (she uses the Scoia'tael deck). Win and the ribbon is 
yours. Lose, and it remains with the girl. 


> (500 Crowns) You can pay the Girl with Flint for the ribbon. 


(Shop) You can also purchase some narcotics, and other sundry items (usually 
including a Decoction), 


‘Assuming you win the ribbon, Syanna actually thanks you, and the ribbon is 
given to her. 


TASK 3: LITTLE PIG, LITTLE PIG, LET ME IN! 


Just past the miniature village, between the two humped bridges, are the 
dwellings of three porcine inhabitants. It seems that two houses (made from 
straw and wood respectively) have been heavily damaged; possibly by hutfing 
and puffing. Only the brick structure is intact, and even that looks like it's in a 
weakened state. When you cast Aard, and destroy the brick house, out come 
three enraged pigs (treat them like Wild Boars) which must be slain. Then step 
into the ruins of the pigs’ house, and procure a bean. After showing it to Syanna, 
she's shocked that you have a sense of humor. Answer her as you wish; Syanna 
seems to be softening to your gruff exterior. 


ITEM: Blue Bean 


TASK 4: GRIM TALES IN THE TOWER 


OBJECTIVES 


| FAIRY TALE 


Across the marsh in the fields across from the pigs’ houses |s a tower you 
cannot miss; venture close to it and Syanna wonders aloud where Longlocks 

{s; she would grapple up her braid in the past. Now, it doesn’t seem to be there. 
Furthermore, the tower seems to be in disrepair. Run up the hill to the base of 
the tower, then leap across to the spiraling platform on the tower itself, where 
the dead knight in shining armor lies. Run around, and ascend the wooden 
scaffolding, and finally a ladder, before leaping into a crack in the main tower. 
Continue up an interior spiral staircase, then another, all the way to the top of the 
tower. Longlocks? “Deadlocks” is more apt a description. The girl with the long 
braid has hanged herself with her own hair, cursed to become a Banshee! 


g 
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1] DEFEATING'LON 


Longlocks has the following attacks and maneuvers to be aware of: 


Banshee Wail: After taking damage trom your attacks, Longlocks will rise to her 
|_ place of death (the light in the center of the tower ceiling) and let out a scream that 
‘could wake the dead: literally. This summons a group of five skeletal foes (and she 
| Is invulnerable for a few moments during and after the wail). Longlocks then heals 
| while you're preoccupied withthe skeletons (who are easly dispatched like Bandits, 
‘or blown backward with Aard and stabbed while prone). 


| Banshee Scream: Longlocks has a second scream that's just as ear-piercing, but 
| Is used to stun you instead of summon skeletons. Beware of this and dodge or roll 
| away from the sound wave. 


|_ Dash Attack: I you're stunned, Longlocks bursts forward with great speed and performs 
‘4 powerful melee attack; don’t let this happen by avoiding the scream in the first place! 


‘Melee Combo: Expect some nasty clawing, which can strike you up to four times 
(usually three or four hits). These are quick and light, and can therefore be parried. She 
quickly floats backward after each successful attack or counter that she performs. 


Counter: It you're successful with two or more melee attacks, Longlocks attempts 
‘ counter attack; a very quick spin that causes heavy damage, and pushes you (and 
hhar) away from each other. You're encouraged to strike twice before adjusting and 
striking again, so this is avoided. 


Resistances: The critical effects of Signs, Bombs, and bolts do not affect Longlocks. 
| She is slow, attempting to stay at medium range and away from your attacks; only 
| approaching when attempting a dash or melee combo strike. 


EPEATIINGLONGLOCKS: 
i RETICS 


Use Yrden to stow Longlocks down enough to dart in with a couple of hard-hitting, 
| spectral oll-coated attacks, and whittle down her health until she starts her infamous 
| wall. As soon as the skeletal foes appear, defeat them as quickly as possible using fast 
| attacks, and knocking them over with Aard; this means Longlocks has fewer opportunity 
} to heal herself, and you can continue this combat of attrition. 


Longlocks strafes, tries a melee attack, dashes away, tres the scream to stun you, then 
uses her dash attack if successful; then she begins this attack pattern again. wounded, 
‘she stops this pattern and summons her bony brethren. When she does, remove the 
‘skeletal threats quickly, before attacking her with well-timed sword strikes once again. 


WY 


After the battle with Longlocks, procure the bean from the tower, and retrace 
your steps, Carefully, Alternatively, you can step out onto the balcony of the tower 
and jump into the water. Before leaving, you can grab a bite from the Wishing 
Table in Longlock’s room. The food on it replenishes after a few seconds. Back 

at Syanna, the conversation turns to Dettiaft. Ask any questions you wish, as 
Syanna can describe her first meeting with the vampire, Your answers are 
important here, Show enough compassion and Syanna is more likely to show her 
sister that same compassion later on. 


ITEM: Yellow Bean 


TASK 5: NOT TOO BIG. NOT TOO SMALL. BUT STILL 
NOT RIGHT. 


» OBJECTIVE 


E FAIRY TALE 


On the outskirts of the forest (if you follow the path toward the edge of the 
woods from where you spoke to joshing Joss), is a blocked-off cave opening and 
an embankment where three bears are snoozing in their beds. It seems the girl 
with the golden locks (slumped against the table) may have accidentally woken 
these godless kiling machines. Inspect the table, and you'll see three bowls of 
porridge. Take any of them, and all three bears wake up, not happy with your 
attempt at breakfast pilfering. Defeat all three bears in combat. Then leave; 
there's no magic bean here. 


TASK 6: BAD WOLF 


OBJECTIVES: 


F FAIRY TALE 


Search the woods for grandmother's house, a quaint dwelling with an outbuilding and 
well. The main dwelling is of most interes*. enter to discover a Big Bad Wolf sleeping 
off the effects of a night's drinking with ‘ieciheard. Optionally you can offer to have 


a drink with the fellow, but the Wolf is 
magic beans, The Wolf seems to know 
fairy tale one last time. The only sligh n? The Wolf has murdered Little Red 
Riding Hood, as payback for all the ti: gui was cut open, filled full of rocks, and 
drowned. Both Hood and the Hunter are slowly decomposing at the bottom of a well. 


“ested, before broaching the subject of 
{ a bean, but he wants to reenact his 


Syanna has the idea 
of dressing up as 
Little Red Riding Hood. 
Finding the attire 

is simple enough; 
jump into the well 

in the grounds of 
grandmother's house, 
dive down to the 
investigation area, and use your Witcher Senses to locate the remains of Hood 
and the Hunter. Remove the Red Riding Hood from the corpse, then swim along 
the underwater tunnel, surfacing in the pond around the tower. 


Big Bad Wolt 


Syanna 
(Little Red Riding Hood) 


ITEM: Little Red Riding Hood’s hood 


You hand the outfit 
to Syanna, who asks 
how she looks. Answer 
as you wish before 
returning to the Big 
Bad Wolf. You inform 
him that Syanna is 
playing the role of the 
granddaughter, while 
you're the fetching 
hunter. After Syanna reacts in mock shock at her “grandmother's” big eyes, 
arms, and mouth, the wolf takes a lunge at you. Prepare to battle the Big Bad 
Wolf, using all the techniques you developed when fighting Werewolves (see 
page 722 of the Bestiary). Syanna also helps give grandmother a good send off. 
After the battle, you cut the wolf's belly open, and procure the red bean. 


ITEM: Red Bean 


Afterward, Syanna seems taken aback that you haven't asked her what 
happened after she was cast out of the first family of Beauclar. Inquire in 
whatever way you wish. Once again, showing sufficient compassion will push 
Syanna toward showing compassion to the Duchess later on. 


OPTIONAL (UNMARKED) TASKS 
TASK 7: ONE BILLY GOAT GRUFF (UNMARKED) 


) FAIRY TALE 


‘As you wind along the 
Yellow Brick Road, 

you may see a goat 
sporting a pair of fine 
pantaloons. This is Billy 
Goat, but he runs off 
before you can say hello 
to him. He's no funt 


Close to the Little Flint Girl is a prowling puss, all suited and booted. He scampers 
off when you attempt contact, much like normal cats. He's no fun, either! 


TASK 9: THE THREADBARE EMPEROR (UNMARKED) 


On your travels along the Yellow Brick Road, you may occasionally pass what 
appears to be the Emperor of Nilfgaard. According to Syanna, he's strolling about, 
showing off his new robes (which are apparently invisible). Apparently, he new 
attire reveals itsetf but to the wise and cultivated. All you can see are his pants 
He's no help to your objectives, however. 


TASK 10: WHERE WITCHERS FEAR TO TREAD 
{UNMARKED} 


AIRY TALE: 


Just before you reach the bridge and visit the three litle pigs’ houses, assuming 
you're moving counterclockwise from the winter village, on your right (northwest) 
side is a strange little hamlet; with emphasis on the word “little”. A tiny cluster of 
houses and a windmill have but a single inhabitant. Be careful where you tread, 
as you can easily step on the single, miniscule inhabitant of the village, incurring 
the wrath of Syanna, 


TASK 11: SOMEWHERE, UNDER THE RAINBOW 
(UNMARKED) 


| FAIRY TALE: 


Between the village where the Little Flint Girt is, and Thumbelina’s village, is @ 
large rainbow arc. Head through the trees to a short path leading to a pot of gold! 
Beware if you're intending on gathering any valuables from this pot; f you step 
t00 closely, the pot changes into a golden panther with an unfriendly disposition 


TASK 13: THE KNIGHT'S ERROR (UNMARKED) 


} FAIRY TALE 


Move to the smaller ponds between Joss’ location, and Longlocks' tower, and 
chance upon a glowing will o' the wisp. Despite Syanna’s warnings, you can 
follow this orb to another marshy pond area, where the corpse of a knight errant 
can be found. His relic armor and stee! sword are easily pilfered, though it can 


only be worn in the Fablesphere. 


ITEM: Toussaint Armor, Boots, Gauntlets, Trousers, Steel Sword 


TASK 14: IN THE BELLY OF THE BEAST (UNMARKED} 


_ FAIRY TALE 


CRITICAL PATH 


Over on the shore of the 
lake, close to the bridge 
near the goose's house, 
you discover the rotting 
form of the Wawel 
dragon. While you and 
Syanna discuss the 
origins of this fairy tale, 
you cut the belly open, 
and unsuccessfully 
attempt to locate any beans 


343 


344 


Venture “under the bridge” close to the goose's house, and you can discover a 
strange vegetable. Though red in color, it isn’t a bean, but rather a pepper. 


TASK 16: HEN ON CAT ON DOG ON HORSE (UNMARKED) 
FAIRY TALE 


RT 


/\ (CONTRACT: DUC 


Related Quest jin Quest: Beyond Hill and Dale... 
Locations: Fablesphere 

Characters: Golden Goose 

Enemies: Bandits, Barbarossa Redbeard 


OBJECTIVE: 


FAIRY T 


This quest is accessible during Blood and Wine: Main Quest: Beyond Hill and Dale... 
‘tis only avaitable prior to climbing the beanstalk, while you are searching for the 
| three magic beans. 


FDUCK"GOOSED! 5 SU 


i 


Close to grandmother's 
house, on a rocky 
outcrop overlooking 

the tower at the edge 
of the woods, is a most 
peculiar scene; a horse 
with a dog standing on 
top of it, then a cat atop 
the dog, and a hen atop 
them all. Get too close, 
Job a bomb, or attempt some crossbow aiming, and face an admonishment from 
Syanna, No matter; there's no bean here. 


TASK 17: TURNING PIXIES INTO DUST (UNMARKED) 


Lastly, a cloud of pixie dust announcing a cluster of up to 12 evil gnomes 
also continues throughout your stay. Expect to encounter them once, in the 
following locations: 


* The fork in the path between Longlock’s tower and the village with the 
Signpost, close to the field with the posts in it, 


Between the winter village and the miniature village, by the bridge before the 
three little pigs’ houses. 


In the hilly woodland just outside the goose's house, 


In the scrub land near the bridge, between the three little pigs’ houses and 
the goose's house, close to the water. 


On the verge of the path between Joss and the three bears. 


In the field where the beanstalk grows, close to the winter village. 


SPOILER ALERT XX 


While exploring the Fablesphere, be sure you check the Notice Board in the 
Chilly village to the northwest, near to where the Little Flint Girl is standing, 

On the board is a letter marked “Loosey this Goosey!" from Balbina the goose, 
Tequesting your help. Syanna isn’t that interested in befriending poultry, but 

4 goose in distress may be worth your time. Set off along the path, heading 
southwest, passing Longlock’s tower on the left, and engaging a group of violent 
gnomes as you reach Thumbelina's village. 


OBJECTIVES: 


Remain on the path, 
crossing the bridge, 
running past the 
remains of the three 
little pigs’ dwellings, 
and crossing a second 
bridge. On the other 
side of the bridge lies 
the modest dwelling of 
the goose. Make the 
following discoveries on 
the ground outside: 


© Broken feathers, indicating a fight. 


The objectives update, and there are more feathers and footprints to follow into 
the wooded hills. A little farther into the woodland, expect to encounter some 
furious pixie folk 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Farther up the hill, is a small camp where two dwarven bandits, and their leader Barbarossa Redbeard are guarding a “goose in distress,” 
and must be slaughtered where they stand. Treat them like the common bandits they are (watching for Redbeard's crossbow attacks 
before you close in on him), Then search the corpse of the infamous pirate for the cage key, and open the cage. With a shake of her tail- 
feathers, the goose waddles out, having laid a golden egg for your troubles. The quest concludes. 


ITEMS: 


WBEYOND HILLAND DALE. 


| OBJECTIVE 


Once you have all three magic beans (from the Pig, Longlocks, and the Bad Wolf), 
Syanna suggests planting them by the path near the tower. When you reach 

the planting field, you're set upon by a dozen appearing Pixies. Remove these 
annoyances, then inspect the investigation area (using your Witcher Senses) to 


find the correct spot. 


You climb the towering beanstalk with Syanna, ascending into, and then onto the 
clouds above the Fablesphere. As you look over to Syanna, she tells you there 
will be time to admire the view later. First though, is the owner of this castle. A 
lumbering giant crashes out from the entrance, intent on grinding your bones to 
make his bread 


The Cloud Giant has the following attacks and maneuvers to be aware 
Weapon Swing: 
Amedium-range 
‘weapon swing. Dodge , 
= 
range weapon smash, 
dropping vertically, 
Highly damaging, so avoid using dodges and retreating. 
Kick, Stomp, and Swipe: The Cloud Giant sometimes kicks, stomps, or swipes with 


oF leap to the side, or 
back away to avoid 

his left arm; both push you back, increasing the distance between you, allowing the 
giant to be more effective with his weapon swings. Simply avoid these by dodging. 


being struck. 

Charge Attack: I you're at long range, the Cloud Giatn occasionally attempts @ charge 
to close the distance. If you're caught, expect to be pushed back, and possibly sent 
tumbling over, Recaver and retreat, or simply roll or dodge to the side to avoid it. 


Whirlwind Attack: Occurring at both short and long distances, this is the the Cloud 
Giant's most severe series of strikes, so watch for him raising his weapon up to the 

side of the head before his spins around. Damage is significant, and you're sent fying. 
Parrying is not an option, but dodging (or letting Quen bear the brunt ofthis) is. 


Cloud Teleport: Using his lair to the best of his advantage, he drops into a cloud, and 
‘a moment later, leaps back out, and brings his mighty weapon slamming down with | 
‘an overhead smash. React with dodging, while keeping an eye on where he leaps up 
from so you aren’t caught. 


You place the three 
beans, before Syanna 
quickly retreats to 
cover. A moment later, 
the ground erupts as 

‘a mass of snaking 
tendrils bursts upward, 
knocking you off 

your feet. 


Weapon Overhead 
‘Smash: A medium~ 


Balbina the Goose 


(CONT. 


Engage this behemoth in combat amid the clouds. Syanna helps, but it still takes 
skill and cunning to vanquish this tough son of a wench, which hits pretty hard for 
an illusion. Use the techniques you attempted when you slew the other giant while 
first adventuring in Toussaint, or employ similar techniques to those when facing a 
Cyclops, or the Ice Giant in Undvik. 


In addition, to shorten combat considerably, you stay within the three piles of metal 
objects. As this battle takes place on a cloud, during a thunderstorm, these objects 
are frequently struck by lightning. The objects remain electrified afterwards, so lure 
the Cloud Giant close to one of the metal piles still writhing with energy, and wait 
for the foe to make a giant swing, and a giant mistake! The giant's weapon strikes: 
the metal, electrocuting the fool and allowing you to attack him for a few moments, 
Keep this up! 


Dancing Star Bomb Ogroid oit Aall tn) 


AND THEY ALL LIVED HAPPILY EVER 
AFTER... 


OBJECTIVES: 


After the fight, Syanna seems reluctant to leave. You can mention the following in 
answering her questions: 


PLAN 1: ACROBATIC INTIMACY 


You can sit here a while longer. She begins to open up, telling Geralt she needs a 
man, since she doesn't know what awaits her once they leave the Fableshpere. Let 
her “have her way” with Geralt and she reveals more than her terrible upbringing. 


You both fall through 
the clouds, losing 
clothing in the process. 
This is your most 
acrobatic display of 
intimacy since Yennefer 
introduced a unicorn 
that one time. 


CRITICAL PATH 


After you land, Geralt thinks they should talk. Syanna remarks that it seems no 
woman has ever treated him this way. At least he now knows how women must 
often feel 


PLAN 2: ACERBIC INQUIETUDE 


© Complain about her moaning, and ensure Syanna is less than enamored with you. 
She hats the conversation, and you both leave. 
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Whether you've decided to tumble through the skies with Syanna or not, run up 
the Giant's castle drawbridge. At this point, there are three optional (unmarked) 
tasks you can complete, before leaving the Fablesphere forever. Once you're 
done larking around, enter the cloud castle and search for the well, hopping over 
and plummeting back into reality, and the Palace of Beauciar. Regis is waiting 
for you by a secret exit from the Fablesphere, near a formal fountain. Regis is 
particularly vehement with his dislike of Syanna; feel free to agree or admonish 
him in your answers, The meeting with Dettlaff is scheduled, Main Quest: Tesham 
Mutna begins, and this quest concludes. 


OPTIONAL (UNMARKED) TASKS 
TASK 1: THE WILL O' THE WISP (UNMARKED) 


‘As you cross the 
drawbridge, you should 
notice a will o' the wisp. 
This glowing orb isn't 
to be trusted (according 
to Syanna), but you 

can stop for a moment, 
leap off the left side 

of the drawbridge, 
down a path under the 
drawbridge, across a rickety bridge, and into a cave with a relic sword to gather, 
Burn the campfire it is in to access it 


ITEM: Ret 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Blood Simple, Main Quest: Tesham Muytna 

Locations: Beauclair Patace Docks (Unmarked), Seidhe Ltygad (Lake), 
Hen Gaidh (Unmarked) 

Characters: Emiol Regis Rohellec Terzieft-Godetroy, Unseen Elder 

Enomies: Fleder, Protofteders 


PATH TO THE UNSEEN: 
AN AUDIENCE WITH THE UNSEEN 


BJECTIVES: 


LO QUESTING DECISIONS 


This quest is accessible immediately once you have completed Blood and Wine: Main 
Blood Simple, you've met up with Regis on the boat landing, and you've refused | 
pleas to free Syanna instead, answering that you won't change your mind, 


WARNING’ 


MAJOR 


AHEAD! 


> Thisiis the “point of no return.” Once you enter the Unseen Elder's cave at the 
‘southern shores of the lake, you cannot access Main Quest: Beyond Hill and 
Dale.... You have to pick a choice and stick with it! 


TASK 2: THE WHALE (UNMARKED) 


FAIRY TALE 


Enter the castle, and make 
an immediate left tu. 
Step through the archway, 
and view the clouds 
outside. Keep watching; 
against all probability, a 
sperm whale has been 
called into existence, 
several miles above the 
Fablesphere. It plummets 
out of view. Strangely, a 
bow! of petunias didn’t appear at the same time. 


TASK 3: THE DONKEY (UNMARKED) 


Upon entering the castle, 
search around for some 
stables where a donkey 
is happily munching 
away on some hay, and 
excreting a pile of gold 
This “magic gold” can 
be gathered, though it 
disappears once you 
retum to Beauctair 


ITEM: Magic Gold 


Once you've had time to prepare (and concoct at 
least one Swallow potion), agree to find the Unseen 
Elder with Regis. You set sail and chart a roughly 
southerly course across Seidhe Liygad Lake, As you 
Cross, Regis informs you of the customs for greeting 
such a venerable vampire as the Unseen Elder, 
Regis leaves the boat to reconnoiter the area. 


Emile! Regis Robellec 
Torzlotl-Godetroy 


Maneuver the boat to 
the investigation area, 
disembark, and climb 
the stone steps on 

the bank of the lake, 
and around to Regis’ 
location. He suggests 
you use the magic 
key you acquired from 
Oriana, at the end of 
Main Quest: Blood Simple, Before you do, you may wish to draw Aard strength 
(and add an ability point) from the nearby Place of Power, on the rocky outcrop 
overlooking the lake. Then head to the blocked cave entrance, and open it, 
leading down into the ancient vampire lair known as Hen Gaidh, 


ELDERS AND BETTERS: 
GETTING IT IN THE NECK 


f OBJECTIVE 


Descend into the cave passage with Regis, moving along the tunnel until you 
reach water. Then climb the rocks to the right, entering a cavern with a Fleder 
you must defeat (though Regis makes short work of this lesser vampire if you 
let him). Climb a second set of natural rock steps, passing a lit wall brazier, that 
leads into a grand and arched cavern. There is not one sound in this silent place. 


Unseen Elder 


The silence is broken by the snarling voice of a monstrous host, a fearsome 
shadowy form that speaks to Regis in a foreign tongue. Regis’ response is cut 
off. Answer the Unseen Elder as you wish; it matters not as the Elder launches 
an attack on you, faster than you can blink. Tearing at your neck, it feeds on your 
blood, hoists you by the neck, and throws you tumbling down a deep side tunnel. 
Not the conclusion to the meating you'd been hoping for. 


You regain consciousness with busted ribs, internal hemorrhaging, and your 
health bar emptying faster than Zoltan Chivay's tankard at an ale festival. Access 
your inventory, and swig down a Swallow potion (of any strength). f you don't 
have a Swallow potion, choose a White Raffard decoction. if you don't have 
either, you can prepare a potion using alchemy, 


‘After staggering and dropping to the ground, you regain consciousness some 
time later, Before you gain your bearings, make sure you gain your belongings; 
use your Witcher Senses and hunt for your Crossbow and bolts, Steel Sword, and 
Silver Sword that lie scattered about the cave, Don't forget to re-equip them! 


ONWARDS AND UPWARDS 


| OBJECTIVES: 


After your short rest, 
you realize the Elder 
will kill you even if 

you manage to find 
your way out of this 
subterranean labyrinth. 
From your current 
position, climb to the 
small, flat cave plateau, 
and run left through the 
curved tunnel into a strange and terrifying place. Crumbling battlements, and 
streams flowing upwards? Drop into the investigation area, and loot some notes 
from a couple of sacks near the gravity-defying waterfall. Read them to gain a 
better understanding of your predicament, 


WN DIPPER 


As you explore, it’s worth taking a little extra time (and checking the Atlas map of 
this area on page 703) to find various casks (indicated on the guide map as chests) 
containing ancient coins, strange statues and artifacts, and precious mineral 
deposits, There's Hen Gaidth Relic armor to gather, too. 


NTGATHERINGATHEN GAIDTI 


Peering upwards, you see a dimly-lit passage above you, which leads back to the 
Unseen Elder's “welcome room.” It seems impossible to reach. Head down the 
only tunnel (left and behind you if you're facing the waterfall), following the set of 
footprints (which can be seen using your Witcher Senses), passing a lantern and 
‘a secondary tunnel to your left. When you reach the end of this passage, prepare 
to do battle with four Protofleders. There are casks to ransack as your reward. 


Back down the main tunnel, continue down the main tunnel, disturbing three 
Protofleder vampires (take them to task using tactics on page 756 of the 
Bestiary). After demolishing them in their cave, climb the side of the cave wall, 
which leads to a narrow, higher passage. Continue to follow the footprints. 


Run through the narrow passage, to a stone bridge and cross it, heading through 
‘an archway, You reach the megascope of a wizard (probably the one whose notes 
you read) and can find further papers in a pile of old books on the ground. Give 
them a read, before examining the area: 


There's a damaged megascope along with the books in the pile. 
© Addeep set of male footprints leads away from the books. 


Follow the footprints to a stream that flows upwards. The footprints continue 
onward and upward. You carefully tread along the same route, until you're 
standing on the ceiling. Gravity has flipped! 


ITEM: Mag 


notes 


UNDERSTANDING THE GRAVITY OF 
THE SITUATION 


» OBJECTIVES: 


You're on a turret, looking across at a huge rock. Open the chest for more 
armor, then run down the steps, between the stalagmites (that are technically 
stalactites), following the footprints along an eerie stream bathed in blue light. 
Climb up onto the rock outcrop, and face down a Protofleder in combat, close 
toa small, collapsed bridge. After bettering the vampire, search the area it was 
guarding, on the perimeter of this cave “celling”. Gather some crumpled notes 
from the corpse of the mage whose footprints you were following (and look 
nearby for his Relic sword). It gives you clues to your next course of action; to 
find an offering for the Unseen Elder. The offering is close by; @ strange, glowing 
formation of rock tucked close to the ruined bridge you just leapt across. 


ITEMS: Crumpled notes, Offering for the Unseen Elder 


CRITICAL PATH 
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Concentrate on only the factual (yellow-colored) comments and questions; asking 
about Dettiaff. Explain the situation, choosing any (yellow-colored) conversation 
choice, but focus on explaining how Dettiaft will be a threat to the Elder; as the 
population currently under attack will seek out every last vampire to kill over the 
following decades, which could really hinder the Elder's sleeping patterns. The 
Elder seems agreeable. Answer as you wish in regards to what you want to do 
with Dettlaff: The Elder agrees to summon Dettlatf to Tesham Mutna, once you 
reach this fortification yourself, 


Retrace your steps, leaping across the broken bridge, before facing the central 
“islands” of this cavern, leaping to a higher promontory, and weaving around 
‘some more rock formations to a large rocky pillar. You figure out you need to 
Collapse the base of the rock. Access Aard, and blast the rocky pillar; the rock 
falls upward. 


Asking optional questions infuriates the Elder; to such an extent that if you try 
this more than once, the Unseen Elder tires of you, and snuffs out your life. This 
isn't the recommended way to end this chat. 


Your only route Is to leap off the nearby waterfall. You're carried down to a 
cavern you have a passing familiarity with; this is where you first emerged after 
healing yourself. Now the huge cavern has an additional feature, the rock you 
dislodged, which has fallen and created a platform you can climb up onto. This, 
in turn, enables you to reach the remains of the bridge and steps up to the exit 
archway. Head through, into a cave corridor that winds to the left, and into the 
chamber of the Elder. 


ELDERS AND BETTERS: 
A CONCISE CONVERSATION 


The Unseen Elder seems 
attrifle surprised you're 
Still alive, and is content 
to listen to you, if only 
for a moment, once you 
present your gift to him, 
‘When you're ordered to 
speak, you can: 


Dismissed from the lair of the Unseen Elder, you reunite with Regis. Feel free 
to ask if all Unseen Elders are like the one you met, and how Regis can tell you. 
the previous near-death experience went “better than expected" (answer any 
following questions as you wish). Then you tell Regis it is time to face Dettlatf, 


OOOO] DANGER ALERT 


\BAW/ 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Beyond Hill and Date. -) 

Main Quest: What Lies Unseen, Main Quest: Burlap is the New Stripe, 

Main Quest: Pomp and Strange This quest is accessible immediately once you have completed either (but not both) 
Locations: Tesham Mutna | of the following Main Quests: 


Characters: Emiet Regis Rohellec Terzieff-Godetroy, Syanna > Main Quest: Beyond Hill and Dale...: You conclude the search for Syanna, and 
Enemies: Dettlaff van der Eretein ‘she arrives with you and Regis to meet Dettlaft, 


> Main Quest: What Lies Unseen: You conclude your talk with the Unseen Elder, 
‘and you and Regis head to the place where Dettiaff is to be summoned. 


Either choice has a major effect regarding how 


WITH SYANNA: A RIBBON OF RED 


‘Some time later, 

both you and Regis 
reach Tesham Mutna; 
the old fortification 
where Dettlaff has 
agreed to meet. If 
‘Syanna is with you, 
after staring at the 
view for a moment, 
Syanna seems 
‘unimpressed with this pile of stones. Optionally ask her if she's nervous to see 
Dettlaff again. But you're here to tell Syanna to be ready; Dettlaff will arrive at any 
‘moment. A few moments later, Dettlatt appears. 


MAYHEM AT TESHAM MUTNA 


concludes. | 
os 


Emio! Regis Rohellec Syanna 
Torzielt-Godetroy 


Dettlaff has little time for past affection with his ex-lover, and he launches into 
her with a vicious attack: 


D> It, during Main Quest: Beyond Hill and Dale..., you won (or paid for) the ribbon for 
Syanna, from the Girl with the Flint, the attack doesn't kill her, and she vanishes, 
appearing back in the Fablesphere. It seems her Uncle's talisman was imbued 
with some luck after all. 


>, during Main Quest: Beyond Hill and Dale... you nu lost a game of Gwent against 
the Girl with the Flint, or ignored the Girl altogether, and didn't obtain Syanna’s 
ribbon, the attack ends in Syanna’s life being snuffed out, within the cursed walls 
of Tesham Mutna, 


If Dettlaff killed Syanna he is ready to depart, he got what he came for. You can 
choose to fight him, or let him go, In all other outcomes combat is imminent. 


WITHOUT SYANNA: SUMMONED TO SLAUGHTER 


> Some time later, both you and Regis reach Tesham Mutna; the old fortification 
where Dettiaff is to be summoned. After staring at the view for a moment, you can 
converse with Regis, Optionally ask him if he's angry you didn’t free Syanna. But 
you're here to request Regis inform the Elder that you're ready for Dettiaff to be 
‘summoned. Regis whispers to one of his ravens, and it flies away. 


From the depths of the Unseen Elder's cave, the bats carry a message that 
pauses the vampires attacking Beauclair in their tracks. Carried on the wind, the 
order is given, and Dettlaff cannot refuse. 


A highty-annoyed Dettlaff appears at Tesham Mutna, demanding to know why 
he was summoned. You can answer how you wish (that you're here to kill him, 
or demand the attacks on the city are stopped). Either answer begins Dettlaff's 
transformation into his vampiric form. The battle is on! 


IF YOU ACKNOWLEDGE ANY GODS... 
START PRAYING, NOW! 


OBJECTIVES: 


Dettlaff’s charge against 
you is thwarted by 
Regis, who takes the 
form of a vampire and 
dislocates Dettlaft's 
shoulder in the process. 
Popping the socket 
back into place, the Emit Regis Rohelloc 
two vampires hiss, Tarzitl-Godetray 
before launching a tl he 
flurry of claws and leaps across the ruined plateau. When you are able, stop for a 
‘moment. This is @ critical moment to fully prepare for the fight of your life! Have 
you swigged your Black Blood, coated your sword in Vampire Oil, and understood 
the few weaknesses that the Higher Vampire Dettlaff possesses? Only then, 
should you rush forward, 


Detiatt van der Eretein 
(vampire form) 


, OBJEC 


‘Amid the tumbling and lashes, both you and Regis manage to subdue Dettlaf, 
but Regis stops you ending the fight with a killing blow. This proves to be a 
costly mistake, as Dettlaff blinks out of existence, appearing again to thrust his 
claws through Regis’ back. Throttied and thrown against the battlements like a 
ragdoll, Regis seems in no state to aid you. The fight against Detlaff now begins 
in earnest! 


STAGE 1: VAMPIRE FORM 


DEFEATLNGYDE 
Y DETTE 


PLYAMPIRI 


E 
f 

Dettlatf exhibits the same level of initial ferocity that he did during your first a! 

encounter with him, during Main Quest: Blood Run. Therefore, similar tactics apply: I 


Dettlatt is inhumanely fast, and you should remain extremely cautious when fighting | 
this Higher vampire. With super-human speed and strength, he uses fog to literally 
disappear, and dash out of to claw with almost unmatched ferocity, This mist Is also 
how he quickly changes position; almost faster than you can blink! 


Light Attack (Melee): Expect a fight attack with his talons; there are three variations 
of this, and all are best parried. 


Strong Attack (Melee): Watch for a slightly slower, more pronounced strike with 
his talons. There are three variations of this, and all should be parried, or better yet, 
countered so you can quickly deal damage back to him. 


Combination Attack (Melee): Expect a combination of three to five connected 
strikes, with two variations; usually from the flank, from behind, and appearing | 
from the mist. You have little time to react, so continuously parry. Failing that, roll or 
dodge just before the frst strike connects. 


‘Short Dash Attack (Special): Watch for a fast dash attack, a brief transformation 
Into mist, finishing with a second fast dash attack. Don't be coaxed into attacking 
after the first hit; you'll slice through mist and miss him. Remain on the defensive, 


Dash Attack (Special) A variation on the short dash finishes with a short stop 

before a strong slashing attack. This is a good place to retaliate; countering the 
strong final strike with one (or two) of your own. But don't get greedy; he flees from | 
your strikes with ease! 


‘Strong Uppercut Attack (Melee): Expect a strong attack with a flourish that can 
stagger you, leaving him moments to regenerate, thus prolonging this battle and 
Jeaving you vulnerable. Blocking the strong attack is good; countering is preferable, 


Resistances: Dettiaff is resistant to poison, bleeding, and Yrden, so employing any of 
these in battle is simply a waste of time. 


DEFEATING VAMPIR 
THE net TRC 


Counter any of Dettlatt's 
attacks, and wait 
until he attempts his 
stronger strikes. If you 
can counter them, You have a tiny window of opportunity o land coupe of strikes 
before the Beast vanishes or warps behind you to strike, 


Dettlaff is adept at parrying; he blocks all attacks from the front, and after three 
parries (or hits), he usually teleports behind you and counters. If you manage to 
strike him in the back, he dashes away, so as not to receive further punishment from 
‘you. Not only that, but he can regenerate up to 30 percent of his essence, usually 
while standing at range. 


Judicious use of Quen helps, not onty to shield you but to shrug off any attacks you 
aren't quick enough to parry while you learn the timing to thwart this foe, Swig 
Black Blood to ensure any damage Dettatf causes is partly reflected back at him, 
coat your silver sword in Vampire Oil to ensure each strike damages him as much 
‘as possible, and then fight back only after he finishes his strong attack. The battle 
may take @ while, but it's the best way to remain in one piece and stop this higher 
vampire, if only temporarily... 


z 
3 
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Vampire Out 


STAGE 2: TRUE FORM 


Dottatt van der Eretein (true form) 


DEFEATL aE £ RUE FORM 
UZ STENT PEREERCRS 


When you've removed around a quarter of Dettlatt's vitality, a grotesque 
| transformation takes place, as Dettlaff reveal his true form! This fearsome flying 
enemy is essentially immortal, and so fights with no regard to his personal safety, 
| and with a ferocity not previous encountered! When in the air, he is impervious to 
| any attack. In addition, watch for the following offensive maneuvers: 


Flight and Flying Dash: 
While airborne, he isn't 
able to be harmed, 
though he sometimes 
executes a Flying Dash, 
striking you before he 
flies away again. tt is 
during this attack that 
you can make a well- 
timed sword strike, 
interrupting the dastt and bring Dettlaff to the ground; one of only two opportunities 
to strike him, 


| Teleport: He is able to teleport short distances; so keep an eye on where he is at all 


| times so you aren't slaughtered from the flanks or rear. 

| Dive Attack: Using his massive wings to raise himself up and out of your reach, he 

| flaps up, then brings himself down with a mighty pummeling ground strike that can 

| hit hard and possibly stagger. However, he requires some time to recover from this 
dive, and is vulnerable on the ground. 


‘Swarm Attack: Dettlaff conjures a massive swarm of bats, damaging and staggering 
you. Back away, and dodge or roll quickly to avoid this, 


‘Traps: After Dettlaff recovers from an attack, he conjures a revolting, oil-tike trap 
that can severely impede your movement. He uses a special Dive Attack to hammer 
you while you're prone, so avoid the Traps whenever possible by remaining mobile, 
‘and don't get too greedy when striking Dettlatt during his recovery. 


Resistances: Dettlatt's True Form is immune to burning (Igni and weapons), stuns, 
blinding, and Axil. if he's flying, he dodges any bombs or crossbow bolts you may 
try to strike him with. When he’s recovering from a strike, he can send you flying 
backward, knocking you over; so get in with strikes and retreat quickly. 


‘ ORLeP TRY ere 


Put your projectiles away when Dettlaff is airborne, as you cannot harm him when 
| he's flying. The only times he is susceptible to harm is at the end of his Dive Attack 

(he lands on the ground, and is vulnerable for a moment), and during the Flying Dash 

(where this attack can be interrupted, and Dettlaff brought to the ground). Swords 

are best employed here, though bombs work too. Then whittle Dettlatt’s health 

down with two or three strikes before backing away, out of the range of the trap he 

conjures, and let him fly away. Then begin the tactic anew. 


STAGE 3: BLOOD CONSTRUCT (FINAL FORM) 


DEFEATING DE APES ELNAL FORM 


‘At around one third vitality after successfully clipping Dettatt's wings, this horror 
‘wraps himself up completely ina revolting cocoon of blood, Quickly sculpting an 
encased arena from gore and flesh, It is supported by three vein columns that pump 
blood into the cocoon hanging from the middle of this atrocity. A doppleganger of 
Dettiaf is also conjured, made from the blood and sent to fight in Dettlaft's stead. 


‘An Idiot Construct: The 7 — 
Blood Construct is a " 
magical being formed 
from the blood and 
willpower of Dettlaf. 
It does not possess: 
‘any intelligence of its 
own, and exists only 
to kill you. So expect 
a constant barrage of 
attacks with little time to rest. 


‘Melee Strike (one hit, six variations): A quick single attack that is damaging, and 
can be parried or dodged. You can retaliate afterward, but as the construct shouldn't 
be the focus of your fighting (aside from getting rid of it momentarily), think of all 
these attacks as a hindrance to your main goal. 


Combo Strike (four variations): A series of attacks, inflicting damage up to four 
times in a single combination. These can be parried or dodged. 


Dash Attack: A sliding strike that can be interrupted or countered, allowing you 
to stun the construct for a few moments; only of the best ways to quickly remove 
yourself from its clutches to deal with the real solution to your problem. 


Flying Attack: Similar to the attack Dettlaff attempted during Phase two of this 
battle, this occurs once the Construct is dispelled (by your attacks), only to reappear 
‘again. Dodge away from its landing spot, or take a chance at hitting it to remove a 
‘small amount of its health. 


Resistances: The construct is immune to any critical attacks, and can easily parry your 
‘sword strikes, It also revives itself each time you kill it, making it effectively immortal 


DEFEATING: LES HLAREN 
AERP OPMPPTE TNC ACTICS™ 


The three columns, resembling veins, are the main focus of your attack. Make sure 
you are slicing, blasting, or bombing these stationary targets as quickly and as 

often as possible. Waylay the Blood Construct by using Yrden, quick maneuvering 
‘around the flesh arena, and ranged attacks at the flesh columns so you don't need to 
physically move to each one. Treat the Blood Construct as you would Dettlaff in Phase 
one of this battle, but know that you can never defeat this golem; though removing, 

it temporarily before it reforms allows a few seconds of uninterrupted flesh-column 
removal! When all three flesh columns are removed, Dettlatf finally yields, 


The battle is over at last. Regis insists that the still-thrashing form of Dettlaf is 
dismissed in a style of his own choosing. Against the howling maelstrom, the 
Beast of Beauclair is removed from existence. 


‘Two weeks then pass, as your previous decisions and actions catch up with you. 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Tesham Mutna, Secondary Quest: 
The Perks of Being a Jailbird, Secondary Quest (Unmarked 
Gwent: Using Your Loaf, Main Quest: Be it Ever So Humble 

Locations: Toussaint Prison, Bootblack Boy's Stand (Unmarked), 
“Lassommoir” Beggars’ Shetter [Unmarked], Beauctair Cemetery 
(Unmarked), Mere-Lachaiselongue Cemetery 

Characters; Handsome Jacques, Paul (Prison Guard}, Marc Dubois, 
Captain Damien de ta Tour, Dandelion (Viscount Julian de 
Lettenhove), Emiet Regis Rohellec Terzieff-Godefroy, Bootblack Boy, 
Shelter Proprietor, Romain, Her Illustrious Highness, 
Duchess Anna Henrietta 

Enemies: Prisoners, Bandits 


I'VE ALREADY GOT IT ALL 


> This quest is accessible only after Main Quest: Tesham Mutna is complete, You 


‘must have completed Main Quest: Beyond Hill and Dale,...and not given Syanna 
|, _ her ribbon, so she died during the final battle with Dettatt, 


Two weeks after your imprisonment, you find yourself 
languishing in Toussaint Prison, and befriend the 
lantern-jawed Handsome Jacques. Feel free to ask him 
What he can get you, or that you don't need anything 
then ask how he knows you. It seems your role letting 
the Butcher of Beauclair slay the Duchess’ sister is 

# well-known. Ask Jacques what he's in for, then about 
the laundry duty you're supposed to report for. 


Handsome Jacques 


After your chat, and your objective, feel free to wander the main courtyard of 
the prison. Though the guards aren't in a talkative mood, there are a couple of 
distractions to try: 


USING YOUR SENSES TO SEARCH FOR ASTASH 


Close to the porch where you talked to Jacques, a quick scan using your Witcher 
‘Senses indicates there's a loose brick in the corner of the jail wall. Examine it to 
discover a note, which also starts Secondary Quest: The Perks of Being a Jailbird 
(detailed after this quest). This optional quest should be attempted prior to your 
other laundry duties. 


ITEM: Notes found in the Toussaint prison 


SECONDARY QUEST (UNMARKED): USING YOUR 
LOAF IN A GAME OF GWENT 


Over by the entrance to the cells is a Gwent card game on the go, and the stakes 

are high if you're interested in playing; the winner receives a prize meant for the E 
mysterious “Stefan.” Agree to play if you wish. To the victor goes the spoils. Or in 

this case, the spoiled bread. - 


ITEM: Bread 


[2sW} 


DIRTY LAUNDRY 


S OBJECTIVES: 


Follow Jacques to the door and down into the prison, descending the steps to 
the large interior laundry area, Your quest updates with some menial tasks to 
perform; scan the chamber for soap, as well as two sets of dirty clothes in some 
crates, and a stick with which to pummel the washing. 


ITEMS: Soap, Dirty Clothes (2), Stick 


OBJECTIVE: 


Head over to the large, barrel-shaped laundry tub, place the soap and the 

clothing into the receptacle, and begin stirring the soupy mess with the stick you 
found leaning on one of the walls. 
SON STASH 


TIM RYTHING 


a r 


If Secondary Quest: The Perks of Being a Jallbid is active, make sure you finish | 
‘up the first part of that quest before you face the three dock worker thugs and are | 
placed in solitary confinement. if you don’t, the Secondary Quest fails. 


GUARDIAN OF THE GUTTERSNIPES, 
LOCKED IN THE CLINK 


OBJECTIVE 


CRITICAL PATH 


35) 
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After your successful laundry work, three prisoners walk into the chamber, 
losing the door behind you. They seem familiar; and once they start taunting 
you about saving the Bootblack Boy, you remember they were the trio of dock 
workers you fought when you first visited the shoe-shiner. After Handsome 
Jacques reveals his more slippery nature, you're faced with this angry trio to 
deal with. You can: 


* Challenge them to“show you what they've got,” or choose the optional 
Conversation; both lead to a swift pummeling. 


‘ (Axil) Affect one of the dock worker's minds. Unfortunately, one of the other 
thugs realizes your witchery, and a peaceful solution isn’t available 


You must fend off the three Prisoner assailants with your laundry stick (two if you 
used Axii on one of them), while they wield washboards. This shouldn't be too 
taxing, as you can use Signs if you wish. 


THERE ARE DIFFERENT KINDS OF EXITS 


| OBJECTIVE 


Whether you beat your opponents into submission 
or not, guards hear the commotion, and order all of 
you to solitary confinement. You can protest, but the 
uard is Milton's cousin, and isn’t too happy that you 
“let him die.” 


‘One week passes. in the darkness of your cell, 
you're engaged in conversation with Stefan (the 
prison rat), though you're hopeful to be eating 
mutton Jeg, rather than any bread you might have won from the recent Gwent 
game, You receive a knock on your cell door; the guard has come to ready you 
for sentencing, 


Paul (Prison Guard) 


Follow the guard up into the main courtyard, and 
stand before a sentencing ceremony. A man named 
Marc Dubois has been found guilty of trampling 
another while on horseback. The sentence is death 
by decapitation. After the axeman has swung, you're 
ordered to follow the guard again; the gruesome end 
to Marc Dubois’ life was partly orchestrated to show 
you this is no almshouse for lost orphan boys! 


A REGULAR MASTER OF DIPLOMACY 


| OBJECTIVE 


‘Mare Dubois 


Follow the guard into 
the upper ruins of the 
prison, that you haven't 
been able to access yet, 
and continue upward to 
an overlook. Standing on 
a balcony is a familiar 
face, though it's been 
savaged by vampire 
claws recently: Damien 
turns to tell you his scars 
pale in comparison to 
the fate Syanna met. 
After asking about the 
decision in your case, 
answer Damien as you 
wish. Damien explains 
that ifthe court's 
outcome had been up to 
him, you'd be rotting in his dungeon until your dying day. 


Captain Da 


Ja Tour 


Fortunate, then, that the decision wasn't up to Damien. It seems an old friend 
‘was instrumental in freeing you, that rapscallion Dandelion! Shocked at seeing 
him, he explains he's here to “visit” Anna Henrietta, but is really here to “save 
your hiney;" despite being persona non grata in Toussaint. 


Optionally ask how he knew you were here, before wondering how he managed 
to free you (a mixture of logic, rhetoric, and charm apparently). So persuasive 
was Viscount Julian that he was even able to save Corvo Bianco for you, though 
your monetary reward is out of the question. You end your talk with Dandelion 
leaving to visit Anna Henrietta in the cemetery. Meanwhile, you're able to collect 
your belongings and leave. 


SON STASHSTIMINGIS*EVERYTHING 


V4 


M Secondary Quest: The Perks of Being a Jailbird is still active, this is the opportunity 
to complete it, prior to leaving the prison. 


BJECTIVES: 


Follow the guard back down the steps, to the 
Portcullis (which thankfully now opens), and collect 
your Witcher gear and all inventory items from 

the chest on your left. Remember to re-equip 
everything! Then stride out of the prison, across 

the drawbridge, where an old friend is waiting to 
greet you. Optionally thank Regis for intervening, 
before asking what he did during your incarceration. 
Naturally, Regis spent most of his time coming to 
the realization that the “Five Virtues Punished" was 
correct. He asks if you're curious to know who the fifth and last victim is. Agree, 
and he tells you to meet him at the Bootblack Boy; further evidence shall be 
uncovered there. Alternatively, you can also choose to not go to the Bootblack 
Boy and be teleported to Mere-Lacahiselongue Cemetery for the final talk 


BOOTS SHOULD BE AS CLEAN AS THE 
SOULS THAT WEAR THEM 


‘After a brisk walk into 
Beauclair, you speak 

to the Bootblack Boy; 
optionally asking how 
business is, then asking 
about the letters the boy 
received. Eventually, you 
pry out the information 
that beggars brought 
them, Feel free to ask 
why this information wasn't revealed before, before 
asking who the beggars were. All were different, 

‘one for each of the four letters. Then ask where the 
beggars obtained the letters from, and what they 
looked like, Eventually, Regis steps in, asking where 
the beggars are. You are directed to their shelter. 


Accompany Regis up the steps, and along the 
paved thoroughfares to an unassuming archway 
and rickety gate, by the sign marked “Lassommoir,” 
behind which you can hear voices. Open the gate, 
and step into an argument between a couple of 
townsfolk who aren't happy with this homeless 
encampment in their fair city. Optionally ask what 
the harm is, before asking who the “decent” folk 
actually are, The conversation degenerates into a 
bout of fisticuffs, 


ANSWERS. THEN SOUP. THEN DRINK! 


After the fight (whether you pummeled your 
adversaries or Regis had to step in) you head into 
the shelter for a word with the proprietor. Optionally 
ask about the place before pressing the fellow for 
information, After asking if all the beggars will be at 
a meeting place, you agree to wait, and a few hours 
later, a number of vagrants arrive to fill their bellies 
with soup 


roprietor 


In order to receive their vittles, they must answer your questions. One beggar 
named Romain begins to spill some beans, and you can ask for the letter, or 
ignore it (as it’s now meaningless). Romain’s friend is eventually persuaded to 
part with the letter. 


ITEM: 


jing the 


Outside of the shelter you unroll the parchment, and are shocked to discover 
who the fifth victim was supposed to be: Anna Henrietta herself! it seems 

you both underestimated Syanna rather grossly. After going through Dettlaff's 
proposed method of murder (where you can optionally solve the puzzle for Regis, 
before mentioning the duchess as the last victim). After more discussion on the 
machinations of Syanna, Regis feels there's little point in bothering the Duchess 
with this revelation. You can optionally mention that the Duchess is safe, before 
asking "what now?” Regis reckons a drink is in order. You can 


# Agree, and head off for a spot of alcohol, concluding this quest. Over at the 
cemetery Regis frequents, the conclusion of this quest now begins. 


© Tell Regis Anna Henrietta needs to be informed. The following interlude 
‘now begins: 


INTERLUDE: A DIRTY LIE! VILE SLANDER! 


| OBJECTIVE: 


Head into the streets of Beauclair, locating and entering the mausoleum in 
Beauclair Cemetery where Syanna has been interred. You are greeted by a none- 
too-happy Damien, who eventually lets you into the crypt. 


DANGER ALERT 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Burlap is the New Stripe 
Locations: Toussaint Prison 


| D> This quest is accessible only ater you begin Main Quest: Burlap is the New 


Stripe. It should be attempted at the same time as the Main Quest occurring in 
| the prison, as it concludes at the same time. 


| \Baw/ SECONDARY QUEST: DHE PERKS OF 


| 


Viscount de Lettenhove 
(or as you know him, 
Dandelion) is there 
comforting the Duchess. 
She seethes her 
contempt for you, but 
Dandelion calms her 
slightly, so you may say 
your piece. Answer as 
you wish; Dandelion 
takes the scroll and reads from it. 


Anna Henrietta simply does not believe the “vile 
slander” contained on the parchment, and orders 
the letter destroyed. Clearly overwrought, and with 
your latest revelation certainly not helping matters, 
Dandelion thinks it best you leave. The quest 
concludes. Over at the cemetery Regis frequents, + saasrious high 
the conclusion of this quest now begins, fontet han Nace 


EPILOGUE: RECOLLECTIONS AT 
THE CEMETERY 


‘After breaking out the strong stuff, you and Regis sit around a campfire on the 
outskirts of the cemetery. 


4 Ifyou ignored the letter, the conversation is regarding the characters you met 
during your stay in prison. 


Ifyou visited Anna Henrietta, the conversation Is regarding how the Duchess 
didn't take the news very well, as expected. 


Regis asks if Syanna's fate brings you any pangs of regret. You answer in the 
affirmative. Regis agrees. Optionally mention you thought he preferred complex 
solutions, before stating that Beauciair is safe now. However, you're still worried 
Anna Henrietta is in danger due to the fate of Dettlaf. Regis tells you Dettlatf 

is long gone. However, if you chose to kill Dettlaff, instead the two discuss 
collecting mandragora roots 


You swill the wine 
around in your 
wooden goblet, stating 
you're not much of a 
connoisseur to Regis. 
He urges you to visit 
your winery and learn, 
asking what the future 
holds. You can answer 
as you wish. After 
further reminiscing (about Vilgefortz), you can then optionally ask Regis what he 
will do now. Then you tell Regis to sit a while longer. This quest concludes, and 
Main Quest: Be it Ever So Humble begins, 


CRITICAL PATH 


‘on the prison wall behind 
the porch where you 
talked to Jacques, read 
the mysterious missive, 
‘and set off searching for 
ahammer and chisel to 
stash in the wall 


‘Make sure you finish up this part of the quest before you face the three dock worker 
thugs and are placed in solitary confinement. If you don't, this quest fail 
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E OBJECTIVES: 


You don't have to go far to find these two items; they are on the small cart under 
the gallows just to the left of the porch. Procure both the hammer and chisel, 
feturn to the loose brick in the wall, and place the items in there. 

Now you must wait. Simply continue with the Main Quest until this Secondary 
Quest updates—or meditate for two days. 


ITEMS: Smatt hammer and chisel for carving stone 


SOMETHING TO HANG ON YOUR WALL 


| OBJECTIVE: 


Once you have received your sentencing from 
Captain Damien, and spoken to the dandy who 
helped secure your freedom, you are escorted out 
of the prison. Before you head through the open 
Portcullis and secure your equipment, check this 
quest for the updated objective. Return to the loose 
brick in the porch wall, just left of the exit, and 
secure something to hang on your wall (literally, this 
can be placed on the wall of Corvo Bianco), This 
quest then concludes. 


Prison Poster 


ITEM: Prison poster 


SPOILER ALERT XX K 
oe 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Tesham Mutna, 
Main Quest: Be it Ever So Humble 

Locations: Taitor’s Workshop (Unmarked), Bootblack Boy's Stand 
(Unmarked), “Lassommoir” Beggars’ Shelter (Unmarked), 
Palace Gardens, Beauclair Cemetery (Unmarked), 
Mere-Lachaisetongue Cemetery 

Characters: Pierre the Tailor, Emiet Regis Rohellec Terzieff-Godefroy, 
Bootblack Boy, Shelter Proprietor, Romain, Captain Damien de la Tour, 
Syanna, Her Illustrious Highness, Duchess Anna Henrietta 

Enemies: Bandits, Bruxa, Alps 


COVERING DEFICIENCIES IN BEAUTY, 
NEVER IN REFINEMENT 


| OBJECTIVE: 


|, This quest is accessible after you've completed either of the following paths: 


Main Quest: Tesham Mutna is complete. You must have completed Main 
| Quest: Beyond Hill and Dale..., given Syanna her ribbon, so she lived during 
the final battle with Dettlatt. 


Main Quest: Tesham Mutna is complete. You must have completed 

Main Quest: What Lies Unseen, but not visited Syanna in her playroom 
___ (and then the Fablesphere), so that Syanna is not present during the final 
|) battle with Dettiatt. 


Two weeks after your 
final confrontation with 
Dettlaff, you are visiting 
the Palace Tailor's, and 
are being fitted for the 
forthcoming ceremony. 
Though you feel you 
look like a twit, Regis 
and the tailor himself 
are both pleased with 
your appearance, Answer how you wish regarding your taste and what clothing 
you're used to, before Regis continues to talk (as is his wont). You must be 
‘strategically shoved into something fitted, as Toussaint's highest honor, the Order 
of Vitis Vinifera, demands proper attire! 


Optionally speak to 

Regis’ philosophical 

mood, before reminding 

him about the honors 

bestowed upon you 

Regis has also had litle 

time to ponder the one ar, 
plece of the puzzle that 
never seemed to fit: The : 
“Five Virtues Punished” was correct. He asks if you're curious to know who the 
fifth and last victim is. He wishes to question the Bootblack Boy once more, as. 
the letters from Dettlaff were sources from the tyke. 


Pierre the Tallor 


You can: 


‘® Agree, and immediately head to the Bootblack, who may have further information 
to impart. 


# Agree, and head to the Bootblack in your own time (so you may complete optional, 
and mainly Secondary quests, head to see Damien instead, or prepare beforehand), 


‘® Tell him there's no point in further investigations, Regis isn't content with this 
plan, but it's your choice. You can now visit Damien who will take you to the 
Ceremony, and forgo this investigation. 


Optionally ask how he knows the Bootblack Boy delivered the letters, 


WARNING! 


MAJOR QUEST DECISION! 


The choices you make, to further the investigation of Dettlaft's letters, or-to 
choose to ignore them, has a major effect on the end of your Main Quest, 
80 choose wisely! 


BOOTS SHOULD BE AS CLEAN AS THE 
SOULS THAT WEAR THEM 


After a brisk walk into Beauclair, you speak to 
Bootblack Boy; optionally asking how business is, then 
asking about the letters the boy received. Eventually, 
you pry out the information that beggars brought them. 
Feel free to ask why this information wasn't revealed 
before, before asking who the beggars were: All were 
different; one for each of the four letters. Then ask 
Where the beggars obtained the letters from, and what 
they looked like. Eventually, Regis steps in, asking 
Where the beggars are. You are directed to their shelter 


Bootblack Boy 


D> You can also forgo or delay this investigation, and instead speak with Damien, 
offering as much (or as little) information as you can before he takes you to the 
Ceremony. Skip the investigation to the “Talk to Damien" objective, below. 


Accompany Regis up 
the steps, and along the 
paved thoroughfares 

to an unassuming 
archway and rickety 
‘gate by the sign 
marked "Lassommoi,” 
behind which you can 
hear voices. Open the 
gate, and step into an 
argument between a couple of townsfolk who aren't 
happy with this homeless encampment in their fair 
city. Optionally ask what the harm is, before asking 
whio the “decent” folk actually are. The conversation 
degenerates into a bout of fisticuffs 


‘Sholter Proprietor 


ANSWERS. THEN SOUP. THEN DRINK! 


After the fight (whether you pummeled your 
adversaries or Regis had to step in) you head into 
the shelter for a word with the proprietor. Optionally 
ask about the place before pressing the fellow for 
information. After asking if all the beggars will be at 
a meeting place, you agree to wait, and a few hours 
later, a number of vagrants arrive to fill their bellies 
with soup. 


‘Romain 


In order to receive their vittles, they must answer your questions. One beggar 
‘named Romain begins to spill some beans, and you can ask for the letter, or 
ignore it (as it's now meaningless). Romain’s friend Is eventually persuaded to 
part with the letter, 


ITEM; Let 


‘eveating the fifth victim 


Outside of the shelter you unroll the parchment, and are shocked to discover who 
the fifth victim was supposed to be: Anna Henrietta herself It seems you both 
underestimated Syanna rather grossly, After going through Dettlaff’s proposed 
method of murder (where you can optionally solve the puzzle for Regis, before 
‘mentioning the duchess as the last victim). But why would Syanna murder her 
‘own sister? When Regis recommends asking her yourself, answer as you wish, 
You understand the Duchess has Syanna locked up somewhere, in a secluded 
wing of the palace, awaiting trial. You'd need to get past some guards to see her, 
Alter asking whether Regis is coming with you (he's not), or telling him youl 
meet after the Ceremony (as he's off to brew a mean mandrake ale that'll singe 
off any hairs on your chest as well as grow them), you are left to conclude this 
investigation yourself, You can: 


> Ignore any investigation into Syanna, and skip to the “Talk to Damien” 
objective, below. 


> Or become determined to understand exactly what made Syanna write a death 
warrant on her awn sister, and start the following objective: 


WARNING! 


MAJOR QUEST DECISION! 


D> The choices you make, to ignore an audience with Syanna, or to further the 
investigation of her guilt, has a major effect on the end of your Main Quest, so 
choose wisely! 


YOU'RE SIMPLY A COMPULSIVE SNOOP! 


| OBJECTIVES 


Gross the bridge into 
the Palace grounds, and 
head up the streets, 
winding your way up 
the beautifully-hewed 
balconies to a less- 
traveled wing of the 
Palace you have yet to 
discover. Enter the do0r, 
and work your way to 

a guard who stops you from investigating Syanna's quarters. Answer the guard 
as you wish; he finally recognizes you as “that Witcher who solved the murders,” 
0 you're let through, but only for a few minutes. Agree, and head into the locked 
‘chamber, where Syanna's guards step aside, letting you into her cel 


“Cell” is perhaps not the correct word to describe 
this lavish upper chamber, resplendent with fineries 
and a large picture window Syanna is gazing 
wistfully out of. Syanna greets you. 


‘® If Artorius’ ribbon saved her life in the fight with 
Dettiatt, she makes mention of it. 


Syanna 


If you earlier asked Syanna about her motivations, 
you mention you Know who the fifth victim would 
have been. After some mock protesting, she agrees to talk. However, if you didn't 
inquire about her motivations and didn’t read the governess's writings, you will 
instead have a rather unpleasant conversation, You ask why she wanted her 
sister killed. You must answer with one of the following: 


OPTION 1: CURSE OR ENVY 


> “Curse of the Black Sun” or “Because you envy her": Syanna is slightly 
crestfallen and has misjudged you; you understand nothing. The conversation 
continues with you telling her you'll let Anna Henrietta know. 


Answer her regarding her honesty. After some additional home truths (regarding 
Syanna herself using you, Regis using you, and Anna Henrietta’s less-than 
charitable thoughts about you being an "unthinking, blunt instrument," you can 
respond with venom of your awn. You then leave, choosing to head to Damien 
immediately, or in your own time. 


Or answer that you've heard enough (and you leave; choosing to head to Damien 
immediately, or in your own time). 


OPTION 3: HAPPILY EVER AFTER 


> “Because she turned her back on you, forgot about you": You're congratulated for 
solving another riddle and having your sick curiosity sated, The conversation now 
thas a chance to remain civit: 


WARNING! 


MAJOR QUEST DECISION! 


D> The choices you make during this conversation with Syanna, depend on how you 
treated her during Main Quest: Beyond Mill and Dale... 
you read every entry in the governess’ diary, just before entering the Fablesphere, 
and spoke to Syanna at length, verbally investigating her thoughts, past, and feelings, 
then the conversation choice “ever thought to forgive her?" will be available, 


{you ignored the governess’ writings, and scampered through the Fablesphere 
«without getting to know Syanna, then the conversation choice always degenerates 
into name-calling or unpleasantness. 


‘TWis has a major effect on the end of your Main Quest, so choose wisely! 


You mention that Anna Henrietta should probably know about the fifth letter, if 
only because Syanna is likely to try and kill her again if she’s ever let out of this 
chamber. Syanna answers “! probably will.” Answer with one of the following: 


D> Ah, honesty, finally” or “Think I've heard enough”: The conversation degenerates =~ 


into curt and unpleasant responses before you leave, 


D> “Ever thought to forgive her?”: You explain that you've read the diary of the governess 
in the playroom, and that Syanna and Anna Henrietta were once inseparable. She 
‘wistfully stares out of the window of the high tower, asking you why her sister 
‘washed her hands of her. Answer as you wish. You end the conversation stating Anna 
Henrietta stil hasn't given up on her. The chat ends, and you leave. 


Choose to head to Damien immediately, or in your own time, 
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SAVING FACE WITH CAPTAIN DAMIEN 


| OBIECTIV 


Captain Damien de ts Tour 


In order to begin the Ceremony, you must visit Damien who is waiting on a 
balcony overlooking the formal gardens. Visit him after any of the following 
circumstances have occurred: 


# You ignore the final part of the investigation concerning the beggars and letters, 
ickly as possible. 


You conclude your investigation concerning the beggars and letters, but don't 
seek out an audience with Syanna, 


with Syanna, whether she was belligerent or helpful. 
Damien greets you, and asks if you are ready for the ceremony to begin. You can: 
# Tell him the ceremony can start. 


# Tell him you know who the fifth victim was supposed to be. You can only 
choose this option if you finish the investigation of the beggars and letters with 
Regis, previously. 


(Optional) You can also remark on his appearance after his recent savaging at 
the claws of a bloodsucker. Damien is shocked and furious, vows to enlarge the 
Duchess’ honor guard, and will personally see to security during the Ceremony. 


THE CEREMONY BEGINS: 
ORDER AND DISORDER 


The Duchess is 
conducting a variety 

of ceremonies on the 
grand garden balcony. 
She is pleased to 
bestow the distinction 
of the Order of Vitis 
Vinifera upon you. 
Geralt of Rivia, slayer of 
the Beast of Beauclair, 
step forth! In addition 
to a fancy medal, you 
receive your payment, 
and a rather pleasant 
surprise; more than 

a dozen barrels of 
Sangreal to bolster your 


Her Mustous Mighness, 
wine cellar, ie 


‘Duchess Anna Henrietta 


Syanna 


ITEMS: Medal of the Order of 


lera, Crowns (5,000) 


The gustatory experience of a lifetime awaits! Are you content? You can answer: 


* “Can't wait,” or “Truly honored.” The Duchess smiles, before her sister arrives 
at the Ceremony. 


© Or mention Syanna’s plot to kill her, if you figured it out. She is initially 
incredulous, but then insists that you help with her judgment of her. Syanna 
then arrives at the Ceremony. 


Syanna wonders why you're here. Answer as you wish. For the crimes she 
has committed, Syanna must be punished. You can choose either a fate 
‘becoming of a common criminal, or a fate for the good of the duchy. 
Choose whichever you wish: 


THE CEREMONY ENDS: SYANNA'S SOFTER SIDE 


> If you managed to convince Syanna to forgive her sister while speaking to her in 
her Palace cell, the sisters both embrace. Epilogue: Reflections at the Cemetery 
now begins. 


THE CEREMONY ENDS: FRATRICIDE AND SORORICIDE 


> If you didn’t manage to convince Syanna in her cell, the sisters both embrace, 
‘before Syanna pulls out a hairpin and plunges into Anna Henrietta’s head! The 
Duchess drops to the ground, bleeding heavily, Too late, Damien realizes what has 
happened, and executes Syanna where she stands. This is, perhaps, not the way 
you wish the Ceremony could have ended, 


| OBJECTIVE 


Two weeks later, you are speaking to a flower vendor regarding a wreath or 
garland to place on the tomb of Anna Henrietta, When the flower seller asks how 
this could have happened, answer her as you wish. She recognizes you as the 
one who saved Beauclair, and offers the flowers for free 


ITEM: Bouquet of white roses ! 


Head into the streets of Beauclair, locating and entering the Beauclair cemetery 
mausoleum where Syanna and her sister have been interred. You are greeted 
by a none-too-happy Damien, who blames himself for not doing more, Answer 
him as you wish, then head into the crypt. The Regents’ Council have decided to 
place both sisters in the same crypt, a fact that infuriates the captain, There is 
little you can do except to choose to place flowers on one or both coffins, 


Naturally, this is a place in which Regis is bound to show up. After a few words 
of comfort to the deceased, he tells you he’s come to take you away from this 
place; itis time for a speck of respite after the mad whirl of the last few days, 
You leave for Regis’ cemetery at once; the Epilogue now begins. 


EPILOGUE: REFLECTIONS AT THE CEMETERY 


After breaking out 
the strong stuff, 

you and Regis sit 
around a campfire on 
the outskirts of the 
cemetery. 


® Ifyou ignored 
the letter, the 
conversation is 
regarding the more 
you could have done to save Anna Henrietta, You have an additional (optional) 
conversation choice regarding the last words the Duchess spoke. 


‘Ifyou convinced Syanna to spare her sister's life, the conversation is regarding 
the thankfully short nature of the ceremony. 


You make mention that Syanna was either unbending, or had a glimmer of 
humanity in her (depending on previous actions). Regis agrees: Optionally 
mention you thought he preferred complex solutions. Regis also inquires about 
how his personal brew tastes. The Interlude (below) now begins, 


INTERLUDE: THE ROOT CAUSE OBJECTIVES: 


Study the ground for 
Regis is keen on stockpiling some roots for future batches. Care to accompany some footprints, and 
him? You can query the plan (hunting for herbs in the dark), before starting a make your way deeper 
search for mandrake roots. Before you start, Regis offers you gloves and a mask into the woods. You 
(as mandrake is highly poisonous to you). hear hissing from the 


grassy glade you're in. 
are tackling Regis in 
combat! After a struggle, 
where your previous 
combat knowledge is Key to victory, the last of the vampires falls, Speak to Regis 
again. It seems there is one last contingent of creatures you need to deal with, 


Though optional, it's a 
sound plan to access 
your Inventory menu, 
and don the gloves and 
mask that Regis just 
gave you; otherwise 
expect to take damage 
and be poisoned during 
the subsequent root 
hunt. At the edge of the woods are two locations where you can quickly pull 
mandrake roots from the soil. Now where did that bloodsucker go? 


[BAW] 


EPILOGUE PART 2: LESS BLOOD, MORE WINE 


You swill the wine around in your wooden goblet, stating you're not much of a 
‘connoisseur to Regis. He urges you to visit your winery and leam, asking what the 
future holds. You can answer as you wish. After further reminiscing (about Vilgefortz), 
you can then optionally ask Regis what he will do now. Then you tell Regis to sit a 
while longer. This quest concludes, and Main Quest: Be it Ever So Humble begins, 


DANGER ALERT E LeRT RR 
= 


SOMIUMBLT 


Rolated Quests: Main Quest: Burlap is the New Stripe, Main Quest: 
Pomp and Strange Circumstance. Secondary Quest: No Place Like 
Home, Secondary Quest: The Hunger Game 

Locations: Mere-Lachaiselongue Cemetery, Corvo Bianco Vineyard 

Characters: Barnabas-Basel Foulty, Dandelion 


AGING WELL AT THE CORVO BIANCO 


E OBJECT IVE 


Except it isn’t that small; it's the (apocryphal) painting of Dandelion standing 
This quest begins once Blood and Wine: Main Quest: Burtap Is the new Stripe concludes. over a vanquished wyvern that you and Zoltan had a good chuckle over back at 


or the Rosemary and Thyme. Answer Dandelion depending on your enthusiasm for 


i) the gift. 
| This quest begins once Blood and Wine: Main Quest: Pomp and Strange : 
| hace at y | © ‘you were rescued from prison by Dandelion, you have a proper conversation 

ino ee — regarding how you came to your predicament. 
After your night's © it you were unable to save the Duchess from Syanna, you reveal to a shocked 3 
festivities with Regis Dandelion that you were unable to save Anna Henrietta « 
hi ed, mi Zi Ri] 
sre baa te i % if you managed to convince Syanna to keep her sister alive, you are greeted g 
aoa telbucend ‘warmly, laughing that he isa figment of your imagination. FI 
deeded you, the You can then optionally ask what he's been up to, whether he and Zoltan are stil 9 
Corvo Bianco Winery. in business, and what he plans to do in the future. Mention what you think of | 
As you reach the Barabas-Basil Foul Danaetion (Viscount Jul his house-warming present. Meanwhile, you can learn the finer points of wine 


de Lettanhov 


main entrance, your production, and commence (or continue) Secondary Quest: No Place Like Home 
majordomo Barnabas seems mast perturbed; an unknown individual has barged by further enhancing and updating your home, though your main adventuring — 
into the residence, After entering the building, you discover your oldest (and both in Toussaint and across the Northern Realms—is seemingly at an end, 
dandiest) friend has stopped by. Dandelion has brought you a little something, a 
housewarming gift. 


| 
} 
| 
i 


The above interaction with Dandelion takes place only if you've played Blood and 
Wine as a standalone adventure, If you played Witcher 3 and have a girfriend, 
she visits you. f Geralt doesn't have a girlfriend (or tried to have both Yennifer 
and Tiss), Ciri comes to visit 
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SECONDARY QUESTS 


In which a wide variety of purely optional quests both large and small are uncovered, and optimal paths for each of them are 
revealed. In addition, tactical knowledge is imparted for Witcher contracts—where a number of ferocious wild monsters must be 
tracked and slaughtered. Evidence is also presented for completing fistfights, Gwent quests, horse racing, and obtaining the very 


best equipment around, courtesy of the scavenger hunts for Witcher Gear. 
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OVERVIEW 
This impressively gargantuan chapter details all of the optional Secondary Quests that you can undertake throughout your adventuring across the Northern Realms 

and Toussaint. Aside from Secondary Quests that are “unmarked” (denoted in this guide by the “*" symbol), every single one of these quests appears in the Secondary 
Quests section of your Quest Menu. However, the guide further subdivides Secondary Quests so you have even more information to help you in your adventuring: 


Secondary Quests (Stand Alone): The vast majority of Secondary Quests are 
Included in this chapter. They are almost always quests you can find on Notice 
boards, or by chancing on someone in a location (such as a village) that requires a 
Witcher’s services. They are self-contained, and all are presented in this chapter. 


Secondary Quests (Critical Path-Related): There are also Secondary Quests 


‘that can only be activated or completed as part of a Critical Path (or Main) Quest. 


‘These are listed here, but are also detailed from start to finish in the previous 
chapter, starting on page 140. 


Secondary Quests (Gwent-Related): Gwent Quests are Secondary Quests 
where the main focus involves the locating or playing of Gwent cards. These are 
listed here, but also grouped together in their own chapter, starting on page 481 


Secondary Quests (The Heroes’ Pursuits): These are Secondary Quests 
Involving fistfights across the realms (Fists of Fury) or Racing Roach (Horse 
Races), Both these activities are listed here, but also grouped together in their 
own chapter. 


Secondary quests are almost always not necessary to complete, have no bearing on any ending, and have no “Major Effects" to choose during them. Remember you 
are able to leave a Secondary Quest (under most circumstances) at any time and complete other quests, uncover points of interest, prepare potions and oils, meditate, 


or simply explore. 


AVAILABLE QUESTS 


Secondary Quests throughout your original adventure are divided into five 
‘separate sections (based on the five Realms in which they are available). 


Whenever possible, the quests in this chapter are divided by Realm and Territory. 


Mf you aren’t sure where a Territory is, consult this guide's Atlas. 


If. @ quest has multiple starting points in multiple realms, it is flagged in the “All 
Realms” section of the forthcoming chart. 


Ita quest has multiple starting points in multiple territories, it is flagged in the 
“General” section of a Realm, in the forthcoming chart. 


AVAILABLE QUESTS 
ALL REALMS SECONDARY QUESTS: 3 TOTAL 


WHITE ORCHARD SECONDARY QUESTS: 
6 TOTAL [1 CRITICAL PATH-RELATED) 


VELEN (NO MAN’S LAND SECONDARY QUESTS: 
46 TOTAL (9 CRITICAL PATH-RELATED} 


Generar: 2 
Crow's Perc Ternirony: 11 (1) 
‘Muoptoucn Ternirory: 1 10} 
Gravnocks Terarrory: 14 {0} 
‘Twe Descent Ternsrory: 7 (2) 
Sprrrine Buuer Tererrony: § (3) 
‘Twe Mine Ternirony: 6 (2) 
CrooKeack Bos Ternirory: 3 (1) 
Baio Mounran Terror: 0 (0) 


NOVIGRAD SECONDARY QUESTS: 
61 TOTAL (15 CRITICAL PATH-RELATED) 


General: 2 
Fanconnens District ano Grassy Knott Terniron': 5 [1] 
Hierancn Savane ano Gort Lane Districts: 14 (7) 
Docksine ano Siuverton Districts: 9 (2) 

GivooRe ano Te Bits Districts: 10 (2) 

Gusrrietos Tenartony: 15 (2) 

Oxenrurr: 6 (1) 


SKELLIGE SECONDARY QUESTS: 
49 TOTAL (5 CRITICAL PATH-RELATED) 


‘Ano Skeuuis: 35 (2) 

Hinoarseuat: 4 (1) 

Unovins 1 (1) 

‘Spixeroos: 2 (1) 

‘SWIDHALL ISLE AND AN SkevLic: 3 (0) 
Fanoe Ise: 4 (0) 


KAER MORHEN SECONDARY QUESTS: 

6 TOTAL fo CRITICAL PATH-RELATED) 

DUCHY OF TOUSSAINT: 26 TOTAL [1 CRITICAL PATH-RELATED) 
\Veperre ano Sansnetour VALLEY: 10 (0) 
Dun Tywwe, Mar Aunaresis, & THe Cams Desotes: 1 (0) 
‘Sansretour Mansi: 2 (1) 


Beauccain (Crrv}: 10 (0} 
CarosenTa We fo} 


‘Sometimes you begin a Secondary Quest through eavesdropping, finding notes or 
‘other loot, or stumbling into a location you'd be sent toi you already knew about a 
‘quest's existence. So although the listed locations for each Secondary Quest are the 
optimal methods for starting each quest, they aren't the only way you can launch one. 


SECONDARY QUESTS CHART 

There are a total of 197 secondary quests (including those related to the Critical 
Path of your original adventure, and the Main Quest of the Blood and Wine 
expansion). The following chart shows every quest you can attempt. The chart 
has quest names with specific color-coding: 


Light Green: These are Stand-alone Secondary Quests, usually able to be 
‘accessed at any time, and form the bulk of the quests in this chapter. 


Deep Green: These are Critical Path-related Secondary Quests, and are only 
accessed when a Main Quest is active. They are detailed in the previous chapter, 


Deep Orange: These are Gwent-related Secondary quests (both from the original 
adventure, as well as Blood and Wine), usually accessible at any time. 


Light Purple: These are Heroes’ Pursuits-related Secondary quests 
(Fistfights or Races). 


A DLC Light Grey: This Secondary Quest is part of DLC content (slotted in 
with the original adventure Secondary Quests), 


Ty Light Blue: These are Hearts of Stone Stand-alone Secondary Quests, 


Mid Blue: This is a Hearts of Stone Secondary Quest related to the 
Main Quest. 


Ligitt Red: These are Blood and Wine Stand-alone Secondary Quests. 


ww Mid Red: These are Blood and Wine Main Path-related 
Secondary Quests. 


(" ta quest has this asterisk next to its name, this is an unmarked quest, and the 
name will not appear in your Quest menu. However, an exclamation mark ("!") 
‘May appear on your in-game map to signify the start of this quest). 


Feel free to check through this guide's Atlas section, where every single one of these 
| Quests has its starting location flagged with a similarly-colored exclamation mark. 


SECONDARY QUESTS 


Gwent: Velen Players, 


QUEST NAME 


CROW’S PERCH TERRITORY 


ONDARY QUESTS ROOKBACK BOG TERRITOR 
ALL REALMS (3 QUESTS) /QUEST NAME ‘PAGE NUMBER 
QUEST NAME Wa Blood Ties 383 
Gwent: Playing Innkeeps 481 Deadly Crossing (i) 384 
Gwent: Old Pals 484 ‘Retum to Crookback 176 
‘Gwent: Collect ‘am All 486 
QUEST NAME PAGE NUMBER ‘QUEST NAME. PAGE NUMBER 
‘On Death's Bed 150 Gwent: Big City Players 483, 
Missing in Acton 363 497 
Precious Cargo 363 ARCORNERS DISTRICT AND GRA RRITOR 
{A Frying Pan, Spick and Span 364 ‘QUEST NAME. PAGE NUMBER 
Twisted Firestarter 365. The Dwarven Document Dilemma 384 
Faithful Friend 365 Foowing the Tead 385 
VELEN -- NO MAN'S LAND (46 QUESTS Karmic Justice (y" 387 
GENERAL one 
387 


Cin's Room 


Where the Cat and Wot Play. 


Wid at Heart 


‘QUEST NAME, 


MUDPLOUGH TERRITORY 


Deadly Crossing 387 
Defender ofthe Faith Qh 366 [A Final Kindness 259 
Face Me i You Dare™ 367 The Flame of Hatred™ 388, 
Forofathers' Eve 367 The Gangs of Novigrad 187. 
Highway Robbery™ 368. Honor Among Thieves 189 
Last Rites 368 Message trom an Old Friend 388 
Lootors ()" 368 of Swords and Dumplings 389 
[Master Acmorars 369 Racists of Novigrad ()" 390 
‘Components for an Armorer 369 Racists of Novigrad (WP 390 
Races: Cr 500 Suspicious Shakedow 391 


DOCKSIDE AND SILVERTON DISTRICTS 


Harassing a Tro A Deadly Plat 213 
GRAYROCKS TERRITORY Drunken Rabble* 392 
Hey, You Warina Look at My Stat? 392 : 
At the Marcy of Strangers” [Strumpet in Distress" 392 
Bitter Harvest ut on Your Arse 392 — 
Caravan Attache 374 Reason of State 266. 
Doadly Crossing 00 374 [A Walk on the Waterfront 393 
Death By Fire 375 Warenouse of Woe 303 
Fako Papers 375, GILDORF AND THE BITS DISTRICTS 
Funeral Pyre 376 ‘QUEST NAME 
ooters (i 376 Of Dairy and Darkness 
man's Best Friend 377 Fencing Lessons sab 
Thou Shalt Not Pass [High Stakes 
The Volunteor Hidden Messages of the Niligaardian Kind = 
THE DESCENT TERRITORY ‘A Matter of Life and Death ag J 
Never Trust Chudren i)" g 
The Fal of the House of Reardon Now or Never 83 
WF Foo 378 The Nobleman Statuette 3B 
Ghosts of the Past 175 The Soldier Statuette 
[Hazardous Goods 379 [A Tome Entombed 
Witcher Wannabe 380, GUSTFIELDS TERRITORY (ORIGINAL ADVENTURE) ro 
Looters (i) 380 QUEST NAME 
The Truth isn the Stars 380 A Bamful of Trouble 
‘SPITFIRE BLUFF TERRITORY Empty Coop 
‘QUEST NAME PAGE NUMBER | [An Eye lor an Eye 
‘An Invitation from Keira Metz 17 Little Red 
[A Towerful of Mice m7 Novigrad Hospitality 
[A Favor for a Friend 173 
Lynch Mob 381 Spooked Mare 
Love's Cruel snares? 381 Strangors in the Night” 
THE MIRE TERRITORY A Warm Welcome” 
QUEST NAME. GUSTFIELDS TERRITORY (HEARTS OF STONE) 
A Dog's Life 382 QUEST NAME. 
Defender of the Faith Ot 382 w , 
For the Advancement of Leaming 173 os 
Highwayman's Cache 383 
A Greedy God 383 
[Magic Lamp 167 het ate 
ET A Midnight Clear 293 
ww 403 
w 503 
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q OXENFURT (CITY: ORIGINAL ADVENTURE) 
QUEST NAME PAGE NUMBER 
404 


‘Yustiannn Disturbed 


in Waits Clothing 423 
The Last Wish 225 
UNDVIK 


QUEST NAME 
The Lord of Undvik 


SPIKEROOG 


QUEST NAME 
‘Master of the Arena 
Possession 


SNIDHALL ISLE AND AN SKELLIG 


PAGE NUMBER 
Free Spirit 426 
The Path of Warriors 427 


The Tower Outta Nowheres 429 


Flesh for Sale 430 
The Four Faces of Hemdal” 431 
iron Maiden. 431 
The Price of Honor 432 


To Everything -- Turn, Turn, Tournament! 


QUEST NAME PAGE NUMBER 
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CAROBERTA WOODS 


* Any quests with this symbol are “unmarked” and don't appear in your Quest Menu 
** Total includes Critical Path-related quests already previously counted 


HITE ORCHARD 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Lilac and Gooseberries 
| Locations: Ransacked Village, Crossroads, Overgrown Cabin 


Characters: Dune, Bastien, Rhosyn, Hussar 
Enemies: Ghouls 


| This quest is accessible during Main Quest: Lilac and Gooseberries. Locate Dune at 
the Ransacked Village, and speak to him, This quest becomes inaccessible once you 


| leave for Vizima. 


rs 


Dune sits dejected, 
talking to his brother's 
dog, Hussar. Brother 
Bastien was a soldier 
who fought the Black 
Ones just outside the 
village. Agree to help 
Dune find his brother, 
and follow him as he 
runs under the hanging 


tree, and takes the path roughly northward past Crossroads, to the site of a 
recent battle. Speak to Dune again, and he explains the recruits from White 
Orchard painted a small flower on his brother's shield—this should aid you in 


your grim search, 


A NCKTRIPTOTHEGROSSROADS 


You can Fast Travel to the battlefield location (Crossroads signpost), in which case 


‘Dune and Hussar arrive ahead of you. 


| OBJECTIVE 


DANGER ALERT 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Lilac and Gooseberries, 


Main Quest: The Beast of White Orchard 


ode 


Locations: Swamp (south of Nil{gaardian Garrison}, Insurgent Camp 
Characters: Private First Class John Geermer (Merchant) 


Enemies: Insurgents (Bandits) 


A MEDIOCRE MERCHANT 


OBJECTIVES: 


Wade down into the Objective Area and study the corpse-strewn field using your 
Witcher Senses. You soon come across a shield, but it belongs to another villager. 
Methodically inspect each shield you come across, moving across the fetid 

landscape, and dealing with around four ghouls who prow! for morsels of fallen flesh. 


A burned vorpse lies in 
the lonely southwest 
comer of the battle 
field, The shield 
matches Bastien’s, 

but the corpse isn't 

as broad-shouldered. 
Bastien is close though, 
as Hussar picks up his 
master's scent 


| OBJECTIVE: 


Use your Witcher's Senses and follow the footprints through the undergrowth, 
optionally pausing to examine the trail as you go, The trail leads you to 

an overgrown cabin where you're surprised to discover Bastien (badly wounded 
but still alive) speaking with a Nilfgaardian deserter named Rhosyn, Dune is 
surprised at this turn of events, but knows he can't simply leave the Nilfgaardian 
deserter to his own Kind. It falls to you to administer final judgement upon 
Bastien's rescuer. You can: 


© Agree with Dune that leaving Rhosyn alive is too risky, and abandon 
the soldier. 


‘© Agree with Bastien and show some nordling leniency, keeping Rhosyn alive. 


‘You may also stumble across Rhosyn and Bastien yourself, without starting this 
quest. If you do, Bastien asks you to seek his brother Dune out. In this sconario, 
|) Rhosyn always dies as there is no one around to convince him to take in the 


Lynette ee ee 


Twelve hours later, Dune, Hussar, Bastien (and optionally Rhosyn) have moved 
into a small farm south of White Orchard, together with Dune’s wife, Liesje. 


I you ignored this quest and travelled to Vizima, Rhosyn and Bastien both die of 
starvation. Their corpses can be found in the overgrown cabin. 


SPOILER ALERT 


|) This quest is accessible during Main Quest: Lilac and Gooseberries or Main Quest: 
| The Beast of White Orchard. Locate the Merchant close to the edge of the swamp 


south of the Nilfgaardian Garrison. 
A 


Approach the forlorn merchant 
tending to a damp camp. 
Shouting for you to come over, 
he explains he ignored the 
warnings and became a cropper 
in the nearby swamp, losing 

his wares. He's particularly 
concerned about a little box, 
and hopes you can find it for 
him. Agree to his request and 
set off down the road to the objective area (northwest) fa 
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Use your Witcher Senses and examine the cart tracks that lead off into the 
‘swamp. Then wade into the unpleasant water. A few methodical moments later, 
‘and you should stumble Upon the cart, riddled with arrows. With your senses, 
inspect the dead horse, and the remains of a merchant—both struck by arrows 
from a well-aimed bow. 


Fee! free to gather any items you can from the tral of supplies scattered around and 
‘among the cart wreckage. 


Expect a confrontation 
with a drowner or two 
as you inspect the 
clumps of swamp trees 
surrounding the ruined 
cart. The strongbox 

is under one of these 
thickets. Loot it. Of 
course, your detective 
work has solved the 
mystery of how the cart left the road. The “merchant” seems to have ambushed 
the transport and then mislaid its spoils 


ITEM: Quest kod Strongbox 


A BETTER BOWMAN 


E OBJECTIVE 


Head back to the merchant at this point, and decide how you'd like to continue 
this quest. Your conversation choices are important here. You can: 


* Tell him you found his box, hand it over, and receive a small reward of crowns 
as the quest concludes. 


© Tell him you've seen through his lies. After an ineffectual attempt to 
distract you, he flees by horse, and the quest takes a turn for the dramatic. 
The following objectives now begin: 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Litac and Gooseberries, 
Main Quest: The Beast of White Orchard 

Locations: Locked Hut 

Characters; Old Woman 

Enemies: None 


This quest is accessible during Main Quest: Lilac and Gooseberries. Locate the 
Locked Hut along the river bank on the path between White Orchard and the 
Nitfgaardian Garrison, j 


os 


Approach the old woman on the river's sandy shoreline, watching as she mutters 
about never again lending out anything to strangers, and speak with her. After 
she explains that she let someone borrow her prized frying pan, which is inside 
the locked hut, agree to inspect the hut and the strange smells coming from 
within. Begin your hut infiltration with a swift Aard Sign to smash the door open. 


You can also get her attention by blasting Aard at the door before speaking to her. 
You can also refuse to help her verbally, then enter the hut and help her anyway. 


| OBJECTIVES: 


The merchant is a 
terrible liar, but an 
accomplished rider. 
Race after him, 

using your gallop and 
shortcuts along the 
main road to reach 
him, before employing 
sword, crossbow, or 
bombs to drop him 
from his horse, Be quick! If you let too much distance come between you and the 
merchant, and this quest fails, the man has fled! 


Continue to follow, and the merchant eventually leads you into a Temerian 
insurgent camp he is part of (just northeast of the River Crossing signpost), 
Expect combat with around three bandits and the merchant himself. After 

everyone is down, it seems the merchant isn't quite dead. 


If you knocked the merchant off his horse, or defeated the insurgents, he reveals 
his true identity; a private in the Temerian army, who attacked the transport for 
its medicine. You can: 


Return box to the merchant, no questions asked 


ITEM: 20 Novigrad Crowns 


Strike a deal with the merchant: 


Extort the merchant; 


ITEM: 50 Crowns, Plus 5x Celandine and 4x White Myrtle 


Hand the merchant over to the Nilfgaardian Garrison: 


ITEM: 30 Novigrad Crowns 


There's more than just a rotting corpse inside this dwelling, Use your Witcher 
Senses to discover that the victim's throat was garroted, as well as a cracked 
monocle lying nearby. There's also a pile of smoldering documents in the 
fireplace. The pan itself is safe and sound; in fact, it's been scrubbed clean as the 
mystery man needed the soot to make ink for his clandestine letter-writing. 


ITEMS: Quest items: Silver Monocle, Burned Papers, Frying Pan 


Back outside, explain 
your findings, and 

the fate of the two 
gentlemen who tussled 
inside this hut. The 
Papers reveal someone 
was waiting for a 
Contract to show up, 
but he never did. You're 
given a few crowns 

for your troubles as this quest concludes. As for the spy who stayed here? It 
was Thaler! 


DANGER ALERT 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Lilac and Gooseberries Follow this lead literally, and wade through the water under the bridge, and back 
Locations: White Orchard onto the same side of the bank, where a lost boot is found, as well as signs of a 
Characters: Willis, Napp scuffle with drowners. 


Rivenasess Dresynets The drowers are still active—fight a few of them or flee. The trail continues 


around and onto the bridge, with the arsonist suffering a light wound, and 
the footprints continue back into town, ending at the front door of the cottage 
opposite the tavern. Step inside. 


FEAR ADDICTED, DANGER ILLUSTRATED 


Use your Witcher Senses to look the inhabitants of 
this cottage up and down. The perpetrator is in the 
bedroom behind the fireplace, propped up against a 
wall. Use your senses to double-check the drowner 
marks on his arm, 


|| This quest is accessible during Main Quest: Lilac and Gooseberries. Locate Willis the 
| dwarf blacksmith in the center-north of the village. | 


Willis the blacksmith of White Orchard is furious 
with one of his own townsfolk for razing his smithy 
to the ground, and seeks someone to investigate 
the culprit responsible. it could be anyone in White 
Orchard, but once you agree to help him, your clues 
lie in the bushes behind the forge, to the south, Use 
your Witcher Senses to discover the following: 


E OBJECTIVES: 


This wretched fellow cracks under the lightest of interrogation, admitting to 
the crime, but reasoning that his hatred of dwarves somehow promulgates his 
* The shavings from a tinderbox, and boot prints cause. Napp offers some of his dead mum's gold if you don't turn him in, 

from a large man. 


At this point, you have two choices (at the end of the conversation with the 


arsonist), You can: 

| OBJECTIVE 
- © Ignore his pleas, drag him to Willis (using Axii Delusion Level 1, or beating him 
to the ground when he refuses), and claim your reward from the dwarf, 


© Agree to his pleas, claiming your reward from the arsonist, letting him 
go with a warning, and return to the dwarf to let him know you couldn't find 
the culprit. 


The trail continues east 
into the orchards the 
town Is named for. Aside 
from a urine-soaked 
tree, the footprints lead 
directly to the edge of a 
lake near the Woesong 
Bridge. Inspect the area 
near the small rock 
cluster to see where the 


In either case, the quest concludes. 


Did you side with the arsonist? Then you might want to return to White Orchard 
later to see if that forge is still standing, Is that the smell of a burning forge in 
your nostrils? 


arsonist took off his boots and waded into the water. 


SECONDARY 
QUESTS 


POILER ALERT 


FAITHEUL FRIEND 


| Related Quests: Main Quest: Something Ends, Something Begins (1!) ‘As you emerge from the White Orchard Tavern, a 
Locations: White Orchard, Woesong Bridge Bee peasant is attempting to calm a rearing horse. Watch 
Characters: Peasant, Gulden’s Master ‘and the rider Is jostled while the horse gallops off, 
Enemies: None ? usually across Woesong Bridge. Follow the trail 

across the bridge, to where a soldier is resting with 

the horse—now considerably less spooked. 


You can ask whether the fellow has been away long, 
the side he was on when he fought, and tell him 

you can see the horse (named Gulden) is in good hands now that his owner has 
returned. A faithful friend is reunited with its master-The quest concludes, 


GALLOPING GULDEN 
OBJECTIVE: 


This quest is only accessible during the Epilogue of the Main Quest: Something Ends, 
Something Begins (i). | 


ined 
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therwise stated, the Crow Perch q 


MIND THE GAPS: TROLL BRIDGE TOLL 


At the bridges and river crossings of war-torn Velen, expect to encounter groups 
of ne‘er-do-wells. They can be hostile, so use diplomatic conversation choices, 
avoid them, or engage them 


* Atthe “Troll Bridge” on your map, you encounter a group of bandits ordering 
atoll to be paid. Your words speak louder than your actions, at least at first: 


» (50 Crowns) Pay the bandit, and cross the bridge. 
» (Axii Level 2) Flummox the bandits, and pass. 


» Introduce the three bandits to the pointy end of your steel sword. 
Then manually lower the bridge at the wooden winch. 


GC DANGER ALERT 


Locations: Blackbough, Duen Hen, Byways 
Characters: Peasant, Master Friedrich of Oxenfurt 
Enemies: Students (Vandals) 


Locate the peasant who requires your help at one of two different locations. 
‘The junction of the road leading eastwards from Blackbough (shown), or the small 
hillside shrine of Duen Hen in The Mire (Secondary Quest: Detender of the Faith (!), 


——— 


BLASPHEMERS! SHOULD ALL BE FLOGGED! 


_ OBJECTIVES: =) : — 


Approach a ranting peasant woman on the hill 
known as Duen Hen, and listen to her diatribe. 
It'seems blasphemers (pox take them) profaned a 
shrine to Verna the Merciful. Agree to “fix” these 
shrines (by lifting the effigy 

of an old woman carved in wood to an upright 
position), There are three to find (in any order. 


sts are ac 


sssible during your exploration of Vele 


and Novigrad during Act | 


DILER ALERT 


Locations: Mulbrydale, Lindenvale, Crookback Bog Orphans Village, 
Crossroads, Troll Bridge “a 

Characters: Looters, Bandits 

Enemies: Looters, Bandits 

Recommanded Item: 50 Crowns, Axli Level 2 


SPOILER ALERT 


© The first (if you 
started this quest 
in The Mire) is atop 
a small hill known 
as Duen Hen in 
the southwest of 
this province. 


© The second (if you 
started this quest in 
Crow Perch) is 
at the junction of the road leading eastwards trom Blackbough. 


* The third shrine is in the very southwestern parts of Velen, southeast of the 
Byways signpost. 


When you reach the last shrine (in any order), itis being desicrated by a group 
of vandals lead by a flouncing philosopher. He firmly believes that religion is the 
opiate of the masses, and insists on vandalizing shrines. You can: 


‘© Agree to leave him to his stand against the old ways and intolerance. 
The quest then concludes. 


* Disagree with the dandy's methods, and tackle him and his three vandal 
cohorts. The quest then concludes. 


Chi 


Enemie 


| OBJECTI 


An idiot with a deathwish stands at an intersection of dirt paths close to the 
bridge into Crow's Perch. He seeks to challenge you to a duel, babbles on about 
the honor of Maid Bilberry, and also the one hundred knights he wishes to slay in 
mortal combat. You're his first. Despite your best banter, the fight commences. 


Italso stops abruptly after you inflict a few choice hits on Ronvid. Defiant even 
after an embarrassing display of swordplay, he heads on his way. Finish up any 
of the conversations as you wish (with a threat, or a promise). 


‘A few days later, you may stumble upon Ronvid again, just outside Novigrad 
(look around each of the gates) 


-FOREFATHER'S EVE 


Ch 


A MAN WHO FEARS NO EVIL, 
THE PELLAR NEEDS... 


‘Main Quest: Family Matters; or head outside Keira Metz's cottage (if you completed 
‘Main Quest: Family Matters, and then Secondary Quest: A Towertul of Mice, 
The pellar should automatically stroll up to meet you. 


Soothsayer and friend of goats, the pellar 
approaches and requests your presence at a ritual 
that begins tonight on Fyke Isle. There are rites to 
conduct on Forefather's Eve, and you're hired to 
provide protection from the damned souls that may 
disrupt the ceremony, Agree to help, then journey to 
the standing stones on the southwestem part of the 
isle, An assembly of peasants is already enthralled 
by the pellar, You have one more chance to meditate 
‘and prepare for the battles to come. Then the ritual begins in earnest. 


NO TOLERATION FOR NECROMANCY 


| OBJECTIVE 


The Peliar 


While the pellar gesticulates, bring your sword to bear on a few drowners that 
attack from the edge of the circle that is closest to the lake. These five wet souls 
are backed up by a water hag, Be sure all are defeated, and draw them away 
from the pellar. Fight close to the water, Afterwards, the pellar summons old man 
Ambros from the flickering flames. 


FACE:MEMIE_ YOU DARE! 


‘oovid of the Small Marsh 


Now armed with shield and sword, he is ready for a rematch! Once again, 
he stops the combat and gives up after a few hits. 


Two days later, you may find Ronvid in Novigrad (check along the docks or harbor 
‘on the west side of the city), This time he isn’t alone. There are two hired thugs 
with him to take you down, now he realizes you're a Witcher. You can: 


© Fight and kill them all. 
© (Axii Delusion Level 2) Convince them they are tired and should go home, 


‘Afterward, this quest concludes. 


SPOILER ALERT X= 3 


After quite a conversation, 
you're about to witness 
further chatter between 
Pellar and ghost, when 

the ritual is interrupted. 
Not by monsters, but witch 
hunters. They want to put 
a stop to this necromancy 
in no uncertain terms. 

The pellar asks you to 
intervene. You have an important choice to make. You can: 


‘Tell the witch hunters to leave the pellar and peasant alone. Neither side can be 
reasoned with, and the witch hunters attack you. The next objective begins. 


‘Tell the pellar this is not your fight. The witch hunters move to disperse the 
peasants, and the fire is snuffed out. The pellar is most dispondant at your 
actions, and the quest concludes. 


ALL IS GLOOM. WHAT BEINGS IN THE 
DARKESS LOOM? 


E OBJECTIVES: 


Cut the three witch hunters down so the ritual may continue. Alas, blood has 
been spilt on this hallowed ground, and the pellar is worried other malicious 
entities may appear. He's correct—prepare to defeat three incoming wraiths. 


Afterwards, it is clear the peliar is afraid of his father's ghost (especially as the 
wraiths referred to the death of Ambros as patricide). Agree to find the corpse of 
Ambros, and destroy this bond it has to the wraiths and the land of the living, 


F OBJECTIVES: 
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‘Swim or take a boat across the lake towards the marshes, and scout the edge of the bog, west of the Orphan Village. The corpse is in remarkably good condition (you 
can see where the pellar smashed in his father's skull). Defeat any rotfiends roaming the area, use lgni to set the corpse ablaze, and dismiss the patriarchal specter 


homing in on the pellar 


QUEST CONCLUSION: FOREFATHER’S GRIEVE 
| OBJECTIVES: P 


DANGER ALERT 


Location: Boatmakers’ Hut 
Characters: Trader 
Enemies: Bandits, Wolves 


DANGER ALERT 


Converging Quests: Main Quest: Bloody Baron (page 157) 
Location: Blackbough 

Characters: Old Woman, Lessy 

Enemies: 


Locate an Old Woman : Ty pet 
standing by the bt =z 
bridge overlooking t 3 Pret 


the pond just north of 
Blackbough. She only 
appears at night, She 
emplores you to find 
the grave of her old 
husband (Jackaniar), 
and bring a stop to the 
hauntings she says she's been the victim of. 


DANGER ALERT 


THESE PEASANTS ARE REVOLTING 


Along the highways 
and byways of war- 
torn Velen, expect to 


and three horsemen. 


HIGHWAY ROBBERY 


TROUBLESOME THUGGERY 


Take a stroll through the forested pathway that 
winds from the Boatmakers’ Hut to the southeast, 
south of Crow's Perch, and you may uncover a 
trader being attacked by three bandits. As you arrive, 
the trader turns out to be a bandit too—a ploy to 
trick any would-be heroes! Quickly slay each of 
them, and anynearby wolves. 


Head to the pellar's hut, close to the village of Blackbough, and speak to him. 
You may ask if he really slew his father, but your conversation ends positively, 
with the pellar agreeing to sell you any herbs and remedies you need. The quest 
now concludes 


ITEM: All Velen Merchants: Discount 


‘SPOILER ALERT 


SPOILER ALERT 


Rid her of this specter by placing the ring she gives you on Jackamar's 
headstone. Something seems odd about this old dear (she's getting her battle 
dates wrong). 


Jackamar’s grave is northwest of here, along the bank of the pond, and up into 
the woods, This leads to an unmarked cemetery. Dispatch the prowling ghouls, 
utilize your Witcher Senses to find the gravestone, and deposit the ring on it as 
requested. Use Keira’s Magic Lamp at this point, and you can see the ghosts 
reunite with each other. 


| OBJECTIVE: 


Head into Blackbough, and search for Lessy's hut. 
Speak to the old woman's grand-daughter, who has 
some startling revelations about her dear old gran, 
Then collect your inconsiderable reward. 


ITEM: Crowns 


SPOILER ALERT 


LOOTERS (1)’ 


Location: Heatherton; Wolven Glade 
Characters: Peasants 
Enemies: Peasants, Ghouls 


encounter clusters of peasants, usually six in number (and sometimes with two on horseback), looting the 
corpses of the fallen. They are hostile, so avoid or engage them. 


‘Woodland Gang: The wooded path east of Heatherton, and northeast of the Wolven Glade. Expect five infantry, 


SPOILER ALERT 


OHO? DANGER ALERT 


From Urskar, trek up 
Locations: Crows’ Perch {Velen}, Clan Tordarroch Forge (Undvik}, and into a slt-like 


Wolven Glade (Velen) = se cave opening, and a 
Characters: Fergus, Yoana, General Harmon aep Groenekan, subterranean cave 

Baron’s Quartermaster system. Take a long 
Enemies: Rock Troll, Bandits, Archgril drop into a low pool, 
then work your way 
up the caverns and 
tunnels, until you 


Teach a mountain-top 
ruin—the Cian Tordarroch Forge. When you're here, admire the view near the old 
ballista (see previous picture). 


AN ALTERNATE ROUTE 


Fergus, a dwarf and 


supposed master It you're foolhardy, you can try approaching from the snowy pathways from the 
craftsman with all types Dorve Ruins to the east, although hiking away from the paths can result in a slip and 
of armor, has a forge tumble to your death 
within the walls of 
Crows’ Perch in Velen. ‘With the vista ahead 
Head there and speak —_—_of you, tun to the 
with him. Even though left, so you're facing 
you can request that southwest (roughly), 
he make you some and you should see 
armor, you're here looking for a “master armorer.” Speak about a durable and an unexplored cave 
lightweight suit, and Fergus reckons it's impossible to make. opening. Go inside, 


and prepare to defeat 
a rock troll. Approach 
the hearth, using your 


But his helper, Yoana, pipes up that the folk of Clan Tordarroch (on the isle of 
Undvik) have the tools to make such a piece. Fergus reprimands her for talking 
to the customers again. Despite this, Yoana describes where such tools can be 
found—in a cave on the north side of the isle. 


Wf 


Feel free to complete other quests closer to your current vicinity if you wish, since 
tho ocean trek to Undvik (one of the isles on the western side of Skellige) can take 
a while, The optimal time to visit is during Secondary Quest: The Lord of Undvik 
(page 226), 


Witcher Senses to find a chest just to the right of the stone mantle, where you 
gather the smithing tools Yoana mentioned. 


1 


GTO SKELLIGE 


| OBJECTIVE: 


TOOLS OF THE TORDARROCH CLAN 
Now return back to Velen, to Crows’ Perch, and finally to the forge of Fergus. Tell 
him you have his tools. You're about to negotiate some payment, when a high- 
ranking Nitfgaardian officier (General Groenekan himself) arrives, dismounts, and 
asks the dwarf about a custom-made set of armor. They go inside to discuss, 
leaving you with an exasperated Yoana. Speak with her, and you discover she’s 
the one with the talent (and clan hereditary), while Fergus can't even shoe a 


The trek to Undvik is perilous, and should be undertaken once you've visited 
Kaer Trolde with Yennefer, as part of the Main Quest. Once you're free to explore, 


zn 
ab 
aa 
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go 


set sail for Undvik Itself, mooring your boat at the Marlin Coast marker, From ree 
there, you have a lengthy hike, which follows the path (exactly) that you take © Agree to help Yoana demonstrate her prowess by helping her build a set 
during Secondary Quest: The Lord of Undvik of armor that will out-perform the one that Fergus is constructing for the 


general. For this, she requires some acid from a draconic griffin—specifically 
the one seen north of Crows’ Perch. If you actually have some, you can hand 
© Find a winding cliffside path heading roughly southwest, then leads you it to her now, and skip the following contract. 

across various small bridges to a massive giant's ship. 


© Venture along the coast to the northwest, to the ship's graveyard. 


‘© Venture past the ship, then to Hialmar's Camp, and work your way across 
the heath to the abandoned village of Urskar, on the southwest shore of the 
central lake (see previous picture). 


DANGER ALERT SPOILER ALERT X 


CONTRACT: COMPONENTS FOR AN ARMORER E 


| Related Quests: Master Master Master Master! 
Locations: Crow's Perch | OBJECTIVES 


ACCESSING ARCHGRIFFIN ACID 


Characters: Yoana, Quartermaster 


Enemies: Archgriffin, Bandits 
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Track this fabled beast 
to a partly wooded area 
north of Crows’ Perch, 
and just north of the 
Wolven Glade marker. 
Find the road through 
the northern part of the 
woods, usually where 

a group of bandits are 
hanging out. Introduce 
them to the sharp end of your sword, before inspecting the area with your 
Witcher Senses tingling: 


© There's evidence of bloody body parts and claw prints by the road. 


* Anarchgriffin feather is found on the hiliside pasture, roughly north, as you 
exit the edge of the woods. 


The nest itself is at the top of the hillock, and after a lengthy wing-clipping, 
you should bring this beast down with a thud and cut out the necessary 
ingredients for Yoana. 


YOANA’S BEST PLATE 


OBJECTIVE 


Back at Crows’ Perch, speak to Yoana (not Fergus) at the forge and hand over 
the acid. She applies it to her handiwork—a spectacular set of plate armor. 

The general arrives, and Fergus shows off his slightly less robust piece. Amid the 
confusion and the general's consternation, it is agreed to test both sets of armor 
to see who Is the real artisan. Agree to help Yoana again. 


Stand beside a hapless peasant the general has tasked with testing his armor 
(made by Fergus), while you stand clad in Yoana’s best. The general notches his 
crossbow, and the peasant is brought down with the bot 


WHERE 


Rotated Quests: Contract: The Beast of Honorton, Secondary Quest: 
Take What You Want ine 

Locations: Honorton (Unmarked), Roadside Shrine (Unmarked), Oreton 

Characters: Millie, Witcher Gaetan, Auntie Lucy 

Enemies: Alghouts, Wolves 


NO HONOR IN HONORTON 


» OBJECTIVE 


There are signs of 
bloodletting everywhere 
in the hamlet of 
Honorton, and four main 
locations to study just 
what happened here. 
They can be approached 
in any order, and not all 
need to be studied: 


THECA 


ING THEARGHGRIPFIN SOME GRIEF 


wy Gi 


Consult the Bestiary to gain insight into this creature, i combat isn't going your way, 
The archgritfin is vulnerable tothe following: 


Grapesnot Bomb Nybeid OW Aart 


| OBJECTIVE 


Now you have the acid gland, be sure you cut off the griffin's head (the trophy), 
and retum it to the Baron's quartermaster, who sells his wares on the left side of 
the archway within Crow's Perch, opposite Fergus and Yoana, He has a reward 
Cf crowns for proving you slew the archgriffin. The Contract part of this quest 
now concludes. 


rowns, 


ITEM 


He'll live, but he's not impressed with the tin can he's wearing. The general fires 
at you, and as Yoana predicted, the bolt doesn't even leave a mark, 


The general proclaims the forge to belong to Yoana now, and a dejected Fergus 
heads off to stoke the fire. Yoana rewards you with a set of armor just for 
yourself; simply return to her in one day to claim it. The quest now concludes, 


ITEM: (Quest Item): Witch Hunter's Armor 


i - 
Youna can forge the highest quality armor for you from this location, so take 
advantage of this! | 


T AND WOLF PLAY 


Use your Witcher Senses to find specific areas of interest: 


‘In the middle of the vilage ties a body tom apart, but the man was dead before the 
Necrophages slashed at it. 


‘Northwest hut: Outside is a dog, sliced open defending its owner. 


Northwest hut Inside, is a corpse who died quickly without putting up a fight 
Sliced expertly. 


Northeast cottage: Inside, a woman lies slumped against a wall with sword wounds, 


© Northeast cottage: In the fancy study (someone is well-off for a Velen) lies a Leshen's 
head, chopped off with a sharp Knife. 

© Northeast cottage: The stove fire is still burning, indicating this massacre 
happened recently, 

* Southwest Hut: A woman lies inside this hut, Killed without mercy, 

South stable bam: Outside is a corpse with shallow cuts; each hit an artery. Nearby is 


a piece of splinterd wood. Watch for another Alghoul appearing from inside the bam, 
‘and two more approaching from the road to the south. 


‘South stable bam: Inside on the straw floor is blood mixed with a concoction; a 
potion was taken. 


‘© South stable bam: A corpse in the comer with his arm severed above the elbow, and 
@ pitchfork (a dangerous close-quarter weapon). 


© South stable bam: In the rear stable is the slumped form of an importantman with a 
blade wound under his ribs. He is holding a silver chain he ripped from someone. 


SHORT-CHANGING THE BAD MAN 


) OBJECTIVE 


Once you've inspected 
the corpse of the 
important man holding 
assilver chain, expect 
to see a small figure 
fleeing the area behind 
you. She drops a doll 
outside the stables; 

be sure to pick it up 
at the start of the trail 
of footprints. These continue through the small window of the southwest hut, 
and out the other side. Follow the trail a little ways into the woods, and locate 
the cowering urchin behind a large oak tree. The girl also appears when you 
investigate Leshen's head or body in the northwest hut. 


ITE Dott 


The girl (named Millie) claims you've cat eyes; “same as him!" but refuses to tell 
you what happened. You must win her trust in one of two ways. You can: 


© (Axil Delusion level 1) You can tell her to calm down and tell you what 
happened. 


© (Doll) You can hand her the doll she dropped. She calms down after being 
reunited with Master Freckleface 


The girl tells of an argument between “the bad man” and her uncle Sobermir 
after the Witcher agreed to slay some spook that haunted the woods. After 
returning with the spook’s head, there was an argument in the stables barn, 
‘and screaming. Then followed the massacre; everyone was slain by the Witcher, 
including the girl's mum and brother. She also hands you a medallion she found 
in the hay. You agree to take the girl to her auntie Lucy in Oreton. But first, you 
must deal with this wayward Witcher. 


TWELVE CROWNS BUYS YOU A MASSACRE 


j OBJECTIVES: 


The tracks begin in a stone circle northeast of 
Honorton, Head there, examine the area with your 
Witcher Senses, and discover some barely-visible 
footprints, Your objective updates. Follow the School 
of the Cat Witcher’s tracks northeast to a rough 
road (expect wolves in the vicinity). Examine the 
‘oad Itself; there's fresh blood so he must be close. 
Continue northwest to a path leading to a roadside 
shrine where the Witcher murderer Gaetan is sitting 
Approach him wearing Feline armor, and he has a special question for you. 


Gaetan is clutching his ribs. He seems wounded but in good enough spirits to 
engage in slightly sardonic banter with you. Answer him as you wish, as he 
explains his actions, Having been short-changed by the ealdorman, he was led to 
the barn (on pretence of payment) where he was stabbed with a pitchfork. Then 
he lost his temper. What now? After optionally learning why he spared the girl, 
you have a choice. You can: 


> Choose “godspeed” and let Gaetan be on his way. You earned your nickname for 
good reason, so you can understand Gaetan's actions. Gaetan seems a little taken 
aback. Secondary Quest: Take What You Want now begins, and Gaetan returns to 
the Witcher's Path, The objective to escort the girl to Oreton now begins. 


> Choose “prepare to fight” after listening to Gaetan, or choose “you need to die” 
without even a chat, and Gaetan won't get away with this loss of composure. Gaetan 
cconsigns himself to the fight, and hopes you'll allow him a dose \of Swallow? 


A CORNERED CAT FIGHT 


BJECTIVE 


* Ifyou gave Gaetan 
a chance to drink 
Swallow, he laughs 
at your idiocy, throws 
a concoction at you, 
blinding you for a full 
minute as the battle 
starts, and you must 
attack in darkness. This 
makes the battle alittle 
‘more tense. 


‘If you told Gaetan “no chance,” combat continues as normal. 


Gaetan is quick, and poses a special threat as he can utilize Igni, Aard, and Quen. 
Your best action is to parry his attacks (as he's alittle too aggressive), then 
countering them until you eventually drop him, Any preferred plan for dealing 
with human foes is also advisable, and aggressive Signs are also worth a shot. 
After the slaying, inspect Gaetan's corpse for a common silver sword, and the 
following special weapon: 


ITEM: Teigr (Steel Sword} 


LITTLE GIRL LOST 


| OBJECTIVE 


Dash back to Honorton, and find the git stil cowering behind her tree. 
‘Agree to lead her over to Oreton (she can sit on your shoulders if she wants) 
You arrive in Oreton automatically, and speak to Millie's aunt Lucy about the 
tyke's predicament. Answer Lucy as you wish. Lucy can take her in, but the 

peasant woman has litte to give her except bark soup. 


‘Answer her: 
© (40 Crowns) With a donation to feed her own brood, as well as Millie, 
* That times are tough, and she'll have to forage a bit harder. 


After that, the quest concludes. Feel free to return here to visit Millie. If you've 
been kind to her; you're likely to find her close to the Notice Board in Oreton. 


NENTLY) 


LITTLE LOST (PERM 


Beware! You made a promise to the girl in Honorton to successfully escort her to 
Oreton, Ignore this objective, and complete Secondary Quest; Take What You Want 
first, and the girl succumbs to wild animals (or worse), and dies in Honorton while 
waiting for you. Hasn't she suffered enough, you reprobate? 


SECONDARY 
QUESTS 
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DANGER ALERT 


pic / 


exes 


Related Quests: Contract: The Beast of Honorton, Secondary Quest; 
Where the Cat and Wolf Play... 

Locations: Roadside Shrine (Unmarked), Oreton 

Characters: Witcher Gaetan 

Enemies: Bandits 


‘Twis Quest starts automatically it you spare the life of Witcher Gaetan towards the 


} end of Secondary Quest: Where the Cat and Wolf Play... : 


Locations: Crow’s Perch; Blackbough; Isolated Shack 
Characters: Niellen, Margaret, Glenna, Blacksmith, Hanna 
Enemies: Nekker, Wolf, Bear, Werewolf 


Read a Notice Board 
(such as the one at 
Crow's Perch) and 
look for a missive 
from a local hunter 
named Niellen, whose 
wife Hanna has gone 
missing. He's beside Niellen the hunter 
himself with worry, 

Canter on over to the village of Blackbough, find Niellen (he’s usually standing 
outside his cabin), and speak with him. 


Niellen's story matches the one he pinned to the Notice Board, but your talk is 
Interrupted by Margaret (Niellens sister-in-law) who mentions a friendship with 
the butcher's wife. You now have two objectives: 


OBJECTIVES 


Start with an 
interrogation of the 
villagers. The chicken- 
plucking Glenna is only 
a fence-hop away. 

Ask about Hanna 

and Glenna reckons 
she was a cheerful 
sort, but probably got 
eaten by wolves (or howlers) while picking mushrooms. Now head over to the 
blacksmith’s, where your conversation yields results from the blacksmith's 
children (who Hanna minded from time to time) the boy swears he saw Hanna 
enter the woods with another woman, 


SECONDARY QUESTS: TAKE WHAT YOU WANT 


4 
] 


North of Midcopse, and 
in the woods due north 
of Keira Metz's hut, is a 
forested glade with an 
ld oak tree. Approach 
the cluster of rocks 
close by, where you may 
encounter a group of 
three bandits inspecting 
a hole in the ground, 
After Bandit staughter, check that area too; it's a tunnel down to the stash itself. 
Inside is a cot, a group of three wall trophies (of a foglet, ghoul, and grave hag) to 
inspect, and a chest containing the following rewards. As the quest title suggests, 
take what you want. The quest concludes when you open Gaetan's chest. 


ITEMS: Crowns (2501, Sword) 


TORN TO PIECES 


Now enter the woods to the northwest of Blackbough. Expect pockets of wild 
nekkers and wolves to dispatch. Once you reach the objective area, you can find 
a pack of wolves surrounding a corpse that could be a clue. However, once you 
dispatch the wolves to clear the way for the investigation, Margaret suddenly 
interrupts your search. She pleads with you to end the search and lie to Niellen 
that his wife is dead. You have two opportunities to agree to this. You can: 


© Agree, receive 55 crowns from Margaret, return to Niellen and lie to him 
regarding his wife's fate, and receive an additional 10 crowns. 


* Agree, receive 55 crowns from Margaret, and continue to complete this quest 


ITEM: Crowns 


* Refuse, receive a verbal tongue-lashing as Margaret walks off, and continue 
your woodland search, 


Slightly southwest of the center of the objective area is a grim discovery; the 
rotting corpse of Hanna who has been literally torn to pieces. Close by is the 
body of a dog; examine that to see long cuts made with lengthy claws, Note the 
claw marks on the ground around the dead dog, too. You know what made 
these lacerations. 


OBJECTIVE 


Near to the dead dog are 
paw marks near an upright 
stone where the werewol! 
climbed a tree. Close by is 
a tuft of fur, and a stench 
you can follow through the 
woods. Look up with your 
Witcher Senses as you spot 
the scent moving through 
the tree branches, and 
track it back to the ground, eventually finding some shredded clothing. While this 
is happening, expect to encounter more wolves and a bear. 


Look northwest from the discarded clothes, and find the hunter's quarters 
(isolated Shack signpost), and enter the premises. On a bed are some Mysterious 
Notes. Read them to confirm your suspicions of werewolf activity. 

ITEM: Qu 


t Iter ious Notes 


Now exit and inspect some freshly-dried blood to the side of the structure. Venture A wolf charges you, followed by the fearsome werewolf himself! Begin combat with 
under the property, toa hidden cave with a door you need to smash open using Aard. this lycanthrape, whittling his health down to almost naught. As you're about to 
inflict a killing blow, a shrill voice interrupts you. i's Margaret, again! 
END: A LYCANTHROPELESS ROMANTIC 2 
evelations abound: It seems the werewolf is Niellen himself! Furthermore, it 
‘OBJECTIVES: seems Margrit has become besotted with Niellen—to such an extent that she 
Snr EE nernmmmmrmmmmmmmmmns (ured her own sister to a savage demise by the claws of her own husband! And 


now no one can stop her love of Niellen, Well, except for you and the hairy beast 
you've brought to heel. Conclude this quest with an important choice. You can: 


Enter the cave, and 
follow the tunnel until 

it opens up into a large 
cavern. If you arrived 
during daylight hours, 
meditate until nightfall 
Meditate inside the cave, 
and the wolves (and 
werewolf) approach 
from the outside. 


* Kill Niellen the werewolf, stopping him from murdering the (insane) Margaret. 
leaving her to flee. 


* Leave Niellen the werewolf, who slays Margaret despite her protests of love, 
before turning on you. Niellen will follow you, and plead you put an end to 
his suffering 


Either way, you get a reward, You a key from Niellen’s corpse, This opens a chest 
inside the Isolated Hut, for an additional (random) reward— a diagram and other 
goods. There are notes in the hut too, revealing the true horrors of lycanthropy. 


ITEMS: Quest 


's Key, Mysterious Notes 


CONDARY, QUEST: VELEN: MUDPLOUGH 


2 QUESTING DE is accessible during your exploration of Velen and Novigrad during Act | 


DANGER ALERT 


HARASSING A TROLL* 


BOTHERING BORIS: ZOUP-ALA-CORPSE Travel into the thick forested undergrowth heading northwest from the Inn at the 


Crossroads. Close to the river bank is a small collection of rocks, a campfire, and 
Locations: inn at the Crossroads, Boris’ Troll Camp a larger collection of five nekkers intent on swarming over a hapless rock troll 
Characters: Boris SE) loin in the fray, and slay all of the nekkers. 
Baarcemy Redes Afterwards, Boris informs you that his culinary tastes (nekker soup) may have 
influenced the attack. No matter, you are gifted a small prize (which could be 
anything from herbs, other junk items, or even an elf head, which elects some 
additional surprising chatter from you) and the quest concludes. 


ITEMS 


Trot 


Surprise 


SECONDARY, QUESTS: VELEN: GRAYROC 
NG DECISIONS Unless otherwise stated, the Grayrocks qi 7 ible during your exploration of Velen and Novigrad during Act | 


DANGER ALERT 


Locations: Mulbrydale, Inn at the Crossroads 
Characters: John Verdun 
Enemies: Drowners, Wolves 


AT THE LUNCH OF DROWNERS 


fe) 


Jonn Verdun 


‘You can: 


Head towards the shouts near the riverbank, ideally while running down the hill * Untie him, and he thanks you, but has no coin to give you 
heading west from Mulbrydale, Unleash your might against three drowners in 
the area (and any wolves you may attract further up the road), and head down to 
meet the source of the screaming, 


© Or leave him to the drowners, and walk away. Return in a day of so to find his 
corpse, and more drowners to slay. 


Either choice concludes the quest. If you help him, he appears north of the Pontar 
fiver (northwest of the Border Post), where he found the refugees that left him for 
dead. Accept a reward from him, or fight him and his new friends, 


John Verdun is a soldier whose army was smashed to bits by the Black Ones. 
He escaped, but was tied up and left to die when the villagers he ran with found 
out about his desertion. 
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DANGER ALERT 


BUTER HARVEST 


* Occasionally dart to the east and stop a few marauding bandits (some on 
horseback), but don't stay away too long. You will hear the monstrous growls 
Whenever the ghouls approach. 


Locations: Border Post, Scavenger Camp 
Characters: Albin Hart 
Enemies: Ghouls, Alghouls, Bandits 


‘ Periodically inspect the objective area perimeter, and always keep an eye on 


A GHOULISH GATHERING your minimap for moving targets you might not have seen visually, 


‘© Expect to slaughter around a dozen foes before your job is done. 


OBJECTIVE! 


This quest is also part of Secondary Quests: Fake Papers (page 375) and Thou Shalt 
Not Pass (page 377). You may wish to start either of those quests first. 
— — oe 


The horrors of battle are on display in the boggy 
ground south of Halver Isle. But the rotting corpses 
and prowling ghouls haven't stopped a plucky 
band of scavengers from combing the remains ot 
the slain. Clear the immediate area of enemies, 
and then go speak to Albin Hart, the scavenger 
supervisor. Agree to protect his peasant brethren 
from monsters as they pick the loot from the fallen, Albin Hart 


OBJECTIVE 


Once a dozen or so enemy monsters have fallen to your blades and magic, 
return to Albin and collect your share of the loot 
‘© Position yourself on the southern slopes to intercept the monsters when they 


inevitably arrive. f they get a whiff of the scared peasants, they may choose HAVE A HART! 
to attack them instead. 


‘© Spend most of your time slaying the ghouls (and alghouls) attacking from the ace a aie boy you may not be able to purchase the fake papers in 
southern slopes at the edge of the woods, econdary Quest: Fake Papers, 


ITEM 


DANGER ALERT SPOILE 


Locate the caravan 


heading along the Location: Marauder's Bridge 
dirt pathways near Characters: Caravaneers 
the ponds, west of Enemies: Bandits 
Marauder's Bridge. 


from up ahead force you 

to interject in a fight between two caravaneers and a group of five bandits, Slay the fellows fighting the 
caravaneers, then speak to the traders, learning their hiring methods are somewhat suspect. Despite their 
impoverished state, they share a reward with you as the quest concludes, Seven days later, the surviving 
merchant appears at Crow's Perch, selling goods as a new merchant. 


DANGER ALERT 


DEADLY SNOSSING (ID) 


: Nilfgaardian Soldiers 
| Enemies: Looters, Bandits 
Recommanded item: 525 Crowns 


MIND THE GAPS: BRIDGE LOOTERS 


At the bridges and river crossings of war-torn Velen, expect to encounter groups 
of ne’er-do-wells, looting the corpses of the fallen, or guarding valuables of some 
note. They can be hostile, so use diplomatic conversation choices, avoid them, 

or engage them, 


Bridge Looters: A couple of looters are sifting through the corpses of the fallen 
red army at the long wooden river bridge south and a little west of Mulbrydale, 


and north of Lindenvale. They've found a weapon they want to sell. You can: ITEM: Weapon: Mourner 


* (525 Crowns) Pay them and take the Mourner. 


© Refuse, and be on your way. 


DANGER ALERT 


Location: Codgers’ Quarry 
Characters: Elven Victim 
Enemies: Bandits 


CA'HBRI LE! HELP! 


OBJECTIVES 


D ATH BY FIRE 


On the pathway around the rim of Codger's Quarry (to the west) you should see 
smoke, and a burning cottage with a group of bandits standing outside it. They 
aren't receptive to reason, so you're left with the following choices: 


* Ignoring the situation. 


* Slaughtering four foes before the elf they've trapped inside the structure 
is burned alive. Free the elf, and she assists with your combat against the 
bandits, using a bow. 


* Speaking to the bandits and choosing not to get involved before using Aard to 
remove the blockade, releasing the elf who assists you with a bow. 


Break into the structure with Aard, and the elf will pick up a bow and help you. 
Speak to the elf who was about to be burned alive by these thugs. But don't 
half-listen to her thanks because she mentions a hollowed-out stump behind the 
house where her valuables are hidden. You may take whatever you wish from it 
as the quest concludes. 


ITEM: 200 Orens 


KE PAPERS 


Locations: Border Post, Scavenger Camp 
Characters: Money Trader, Albin Hart 
Enemies: Alghouls, Ghouls, Bandits 
Recommended Items: §0-100 Crowns 


OBJECTIVES: 


eh 


A 


|| This quest is also part of Secondary Quests: Bitter Harvest (page 374) and 
10u Shalt Not Pass (page 377). You may read up on those quests as well. 


dy Merchaat 


Just south of the river, close to the Redanian Border Post, is a reasonably bustling 
refugee camp. Locate the shady merchant close to a campfire, and speak to the 
him here. He explains that the Redanians hold all the fords that cross the Pontar 
(including the entrance to Oxenfurt), but a pass will get you through. 


You can: 


‘© (100 Crowns) Pay the man an exhorbitant fee for a pass, concluding 
this quest. 


* Ask to go lower, and the trader tells you that his brother runs a business 
picking through the battlefields to the southeast, but he's constantly bothered 
by monsters, You help him, and he'll help you with a discount. At this point, 
you can: 


» (Axii Delusion Level 1) Mention there's another way, and flummox the 
trader with Axii. He agrees to a cut-rate pass for 50 crowns, and the 
quest concludes, 


» Agree to help the merchant's brother, Albin Hart (as shown). At this 
point, expect one of two occurrences: 


ay 
i174 
Zea 
65 
iste] 


The objective appears, and you may head to the battlefield south 
of Halver Isle, and east of the Scavenger Camp. Albin's quest is 
actually Secondary Quest: Bitter Harvest (page 374). Finish this 
Quest (defending the scavengers’ grounds from alghouls, ghouls 
and bandits), and return to the shady merchant. 


» If you've already met Albin Hart and completed Secondary Quest: 
Bitter Harvest successfully, you can let the merchant know, and he 
drops his price accordingly. 


» If you fail (or already failed) Secondary Quest: Bitter Harvest, the shady } 
merchant is upset at the loss of his brother-in-law, and refuses to sell | 
you the pass. This happens whether you succeed or not in Secondary 
Quest: Bitter Harvest, if Albin dies, 


» If you tell him you ran into his brother-in-law but refused to help, 
‘the shady merchant does not lower his price. 


ITEM: Quest Transit Pass 


END: BITTER HARVEST 
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of the first pit, over the hill 
and down into thicketed 
woodland, southeast of the 
Scavenger Camp. Defeat 
the family of four ghouls 
before you sprinkle, then 
set the pit on fire 


BURNING THE DEAD OF MULBRYDALE sia lolol stato 


JBJECTIVES: 


Encounter a priest of Eternal Fire, flanked by 
two guards along the cart road running west of 
Mulbrydale. For a mixture of condescension and 
pomposity, speak to the priest, who also has a task 
for you—to rid the battlefield of necrophages, foul 
beasts that seek to feast on the rotting. You're given 
some holy oils to douse three charnel pits, and sent 
‘on your way. Pre 


Pit #3 is a horse ride away 
to the southeast, or a 
shorter gallop northwest 

if you Fast Travel to the 
Louis Ferry Station along 
the river bank. As you 
approach, a pack of ghouls 
is facing down a masked 
Location: Mulbrydale, Border Post assailant. Jump in to help, 
Characters: Priest of Eternal Fire, Titus Gielas and afterwards Titus Gielas 
Enemies: Ghouls, Rotfiends, Priest's Guards speaks to you. This thief 
and fisstech dealer was left to die in this pit after being double-crossed by one 
of his buyers. The priest who hired you in the first place! Finish your pit burning, 
leaving Titus to wander away. 


END: BRIBERY AND INCORRUPTION 


| OBJECTIVE 


The priest and his bodyguards (now known fisstech users and ne’er-do'wells) 
have moved and are along the northern river bank southeast of the Border Post. 
‘Approach the priest, and let him know the following: 


* His mission has been completed. There's no talk of the Priest's more nefarious 
activities, as the quest concludes. 


Bu! 5 
NING DESIRES * Ifyou spoke to Titus about the “priest”, you mention it now. You're then 
The pits can be approached in any order. The following route is optimal bribed to keep quiet. You can accept the 200 crowns, or fight the priest 
and his two guards (taking the crowns from his corpse afterward), The quest 


# f nt 
Pit #1 Is a short dash southwest of your current position. The smelt is terrible, pepe ia 


but the combat techniques of the rotfiend lurking here may hinder you. Once the 
foe is dispatched, approach the corpses near the cart, “use” to sprinkle the oll on 
‘them, and light the pit up with Igni. 


DANGER ALERT SPOILER ALERT 


GHOULISH GATHERERS 


Location: Codger’s Quarry 
Characters: Peasants 


Enemies: Ghouts 


‘Along the highways and byways of war-torn Velen, expect to encounter clusters 
of peasants, usually six in number (and sometimes with two on horseback), 
looting the corpses of the fallen. They are hostile, so avoid or engage them. Find 
them at the inactive Codger’s Quarry, where an initially gruff chat turns into a 
pleading for help against four ghouls. 
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CANINE CUISINE 


The toll of the war is seen everywhere, including the ruined remains of a farmer's 
Cottage on the path between the Inn at the Crossroads and the Border Post. 
Inspect the campfire here, where a wild dog is howling by the bones of its more 
domesticated cousin. Slay the dog, then use your Witcher Senses to inspect the 
dead dog. It has been roasted 


Voices can be heart from the cottage. Approach the door and you coax four 
children outside, who haven't eaten for days. Ignore them, or hand them food or 
‘money, and you're rewarded with a child’s toy and a book 


DANGER ALERT 


MAN'S’ BEST FRIEN D’ 


SPOILER ALERT 


SPOILER ALERT 


THOU SHALT NOT PAS 


| Locations: Oxenfurt, Western Gate, Border Post 


Characters: Redanian Soldiers, Shady Merchant 
Enemi lone 


KING RADOVID'S SEAL 


| OBJECTIVE 


The bridges across 
Pontar River are both 
closed, and heavily 
guarded by Redanian 
troops after the recent 
war. Whether you're 
trying to head through 
the Western Gate into 
Oxenfurt (first picture), 
or you're trekking 
through the mud and human misery to access the Border Post in Velen (second 
picture). You cannot use the main thoroughfares (though swimming across is 
possible, but beware of archers). Speak to one of the soldiers on the border, and 
they tell you a pass is required for safe passage. 


PO QUESTING DECISIONS J 


|) This Quest is also part of Secondary Quests: Fake Papers (page 375) and Bitter 
j Harvest (page 374). You may read up on those quests as well. 


DANGER ALERT 


Locations: Oxenfurt Port, White Eagle Camp 
Characters: Rock Troll 
Enemies: None 


BJECTIVES 


Money Trader 


Journey to the refugee camp, and wade through the human flotsam to locate 
the shady merchant—a man shouting that he’s able to provide such a pass 

for a fee, At this point, Secondary Quest: Fake Papers begins. Consult that quest 
(see page 375) for options on obtaining the pass. 


END: EVERYTHING'S IN ORDER 


Once you have your pass to hand, bring up your World Map, and note the two 
areas (Oxenfurt's Western Gate, and the Border Post) that can be accessed. 
Approach the border soldiers, show them your pass, and after a bit of banter, 
you're allowed through. The quest concludes. 


IBJECTIVE 


SPOILER 


It seems Berto Bertolomiu, Captain of the Oxenfurt Garrison, has left a warning 
‘note entitled “Beware of Trolls!” on the Notice Board in the Whitebridge district 
(north) of Oxenfurt. Read it (or simply stumble upon the troll itself, and begin a 
search of the area. This involves boating or swimming across the Pontar River, 
heading westwards to a cluster of low-lying islands. Soon you'll stumble across 
a makeshift camp of wrecked boats and other flotsam, and a rock troll singing a 
Redanian marching tune. 


SECONDARY 
QUESTS 


377 


378 


‘Speak to the lumbering brute, and you'll discover he was hired by the Redanians 
‘to watch their boats. He's been eating those that venture too close to his lair, and 
by the end of the conversation, you can: 


* Choose a violent end and slaughter the troll, fulfilling the request of the 
guard captain. 


© Agree to find some red and white paint, so the trol (if you're understanding 
the half-gibberish he spouts) can mark this lair as a Redanian colony. 


END: BEAUTIFOO, PRETTY BIRDO 


SECON DARY, QUES 


Retum to Oxenfurt on your search for paint. You are fortunate that the General 
Store in Whitebridge (across from the Notice Board) in the north of the city has the 
paint you need. Speak to the store owner, and purchase it (during daylight hours). 


Make a return journey to the trol’s camp, and present the paint. The troll hopes 
you can use your not-considerable painting talents to daub the insignia (which 

must be chicken based) onto one of the ruined boats. You duly oblige, or let the 
troll paint the insignia and are justly rewarded with something hilarious daubed 
on the camp wall, as the quest concludes. 


ITEM: Diagram 


VELEN: THE DESCENT 


Unless otherwise stated, The Descent quests are accessible during your exploration of Velen and Novigrad during Act | 


lis ra NDI i ea | et 


NGER ALE 


Locations: Lurtch, Hog Hut (Unmarked) 
Characters: Yontek, Yagoda (Pig), Igor, Klaus 
Enemies: Bandits, Wolves, Nekkers 


GOING THE WHOLE HOG 


| OBJECTIVES: _ 


Start by visiting the village of Lurtch, in the Descent territory in northern Velen. 
- $e 


‘Along the northern 
road within The 

Descent territory of 
northern Velen, lies the 
settlement of Lurtch, 
with its landmark 
windmill, As you arrive, 
there's some commotion 
as a trio of bandits are 
spit-roasting a pig, 
much to the chagrin of a local named Yontek. The fellow is shouting something 
about them cooking “Yagoda.” While it's normal to name your pigs, something 
sms off. No matter whether you try some meat, or leave well enough alone, 
the bandits take exception to you, and these wazzacks must be defeated 


Afterward, speak to Yontek. It soon becomes apparent that “village idiot” might 
be too kind a description for this simpleton. He's babbling about two of his 
villagers (Klaus and Igor) going missing, all “took by the piggy magic 

He maintains all the other inhabitants are present and correct. Agree to check 
‘on the other pigs in Lurtch. 


POILER ALERT & 


You won't find the 
pigs in a sty; they are 
clustered inside the 
three village huts, 
though you only need 
Inspect one set of 
swine. Step up to any 
pig, and examine it 
Though the animal 
seems ordinary, your 
medallion is vibrating like mad. Yontek was correct; these are enchanted in some 
way. Return and speak to Yontek again; he seems slightly evasive, but does 
mention “sorcery” turned them. He also produces a key to open the “hog hut,” 
where the villagers were apparently transformed, After optionally asking where 
he got the key, set off to search for further evidence at the hog hut. 


| THINK, THEREFORE | HAM 


Roughly east and a little south of Lurtch, across the undulating grassland, is a 
cave cut into the hillside. Three bandits are waiting to greet you at the entrance, 
Make short work of them, then venture into the cave tunnel. Pass the corpse of a 
bear, and listen for a second trio of bandits attempting to break through a walled- 
up archway. They aren't interested in helping your cause, so wet your steel blade 
with their blood. Inspect the stone wall; use the key and it disappears, revealing 
‘a magical barrier that opens up into the interior of a strange temple. 


. . : . Venture back to Lurtch, and before speaking to Yontek, quickly dash uphill to 
p, OF = - deliver a killing blow to a trio of wolves intent on eating the piggy villagers. Now 
speak to Yontek, inquiring why he wasn't cursed if you wish, and finally getting 
the whole story from him. Fortunately, he's hidden the stolen gold rather than 
Selling it for a bag of magic beans. While he gathers the valuables, you're to 
ound up the cursed pigs in front of the village windmill 


Enter the three village huts indicated on your map, and cast Axil on any of the 
pigs inside. This effects all the swine within a single location, and then slowly 
waddle over to the ground near the windmill. Continue this another two times in 
the other huts, then move to the piggy congregation area and wait for Yontek. 


OBJECTIVES 


Progress slowly down the temple tunnel, stooping 
to examine the floor with your Witcher Senses to 
uncover the following: 


‘© Markings to indicate a lot of people came through 
here, carrying something heavy. 


Something was dragged out of here. 
the Herbalist (Pi form) 


* Asset of clothing stained with grass; this must 
belong to the village herbalist, Igor 


* Apig, Through rudimentary snorts, you manage to strike up a conversation 
with the animal, and discover it to be Igor, the village herbalist! After meeting Yontek and being assured he has the loot, start the process ot 
chaperoning the nine pigs along the winding road down the road to the hog hut. 

Fortunately, you only need to reach the crossroads at the bottom of the hill to 
succeed in this task. However, along the way, a group of Nekkers tumbles out 
of the undergrowth to snack on your herd. Be sure the herd doesn't suffer more 


Further into the chamber (s a sunken altar surrounded by statues of swine, 
The largest of these statues peers down into a giant ornate offering container, 
which seems to have been stripped of all its gold and valuables; there's only a 


sSnOis COM than four deaths; watch for attacks from the right (east) and head them off early, 
Return and converse with the pig, Answer as you wish, and you formulate an as soon as the Nekkers appear. Expect six Nekkers to kill with speed; area-of- 
idea of what happened. Of course, to prove the greedy villagers of Lurtch were _effect Signs are a help here. 


cursed for stealing from this shrine, you need to confirm your suspicions with 


ths idiot Yontek Back at the hog hut, the treasure is restored to the shrine, and the villagers are 


transformed back into their human form, Understandably, they're rather annoyed 


BRINGING HOME THE BACON at Yontek, and plan something suitably violent for him, You can: 

. » Choose to step in, prevent Yontek from being harmed, and tell the imbecile to 

p OBJECTIVES : be on his way. Naturally, he doesn’t thank you, or give you anything close to a 
reward, The quest concludes. 


Choose to leave Yontek's fate up to the villagers, and you receive a reward from 
them before the quest concludes. 


SECONDARY 
‘QUESTS 


Locations: Lanka Estate, Reardon Manor 
Characters: Gert Borel 
Enemies: Ghouls 


GERT BOREL'S GOING TO GET BOILS 


OBJECTIVES: 


Gort Bore! 


Despite Gert's assurances he's immune to the plague ravaging the area, he 
agrees to let you torch his cart. Simply aim at it with Igni, and be on your way. 


While traversing the trail high above the southern river bank, you may come 
‘across a group of ghouls attacking a fone man with a cart. After dispatching the 
fithly fiends, approach the man (Gert Borel) and speak with him about the piles of 
Corpses he’s been carrying on his cart. Choose any topics you wish, but with one 
firm opinion; you need to burn this cart, and the plague victims in the vicinity. 


A few days later it is possible to find Gert wandering the battlefields of southern 
Velen (near a burned-out settlement east of Reardon Manor), begging for death, 
Despite his instance of immunity, he's come down with the black pox. You can 
end his suffering (slaying and burning the wretch) if you wish. 


379 


380 


Locations: Lindenvale 
Characters: Ealdorman of Lindenvate, Witcher [Charlatan] 
Enemies: Ghouls, Wraiths 


THE LIAR OF LINDENVALE 


|| This quest is accessible five days after the events of Contract: The Merry Widow 
fad 508). 
While striding through the village of Lindenvale, 
the ealdorman calls you all manner of offensive 
names, which is worth your while stopping and 
talking to him. He speaks of another Witcher, 

who drank the hamlet dry, rutted the ealdorman's 
daughter under his own roof no less, and departed 


to slay Lindenvale’s cemetery monster. Agree to find 
this rascal for him. 


ed 


OBJECTIV! 


eee 


DANGER ALERT 


Head east out of the 
settlement, up the 
winding path to the 
top of the hill and look 
for the church amid 
the trees. Expect a 
couple of ghouls and 
two wraiths to thwart 
your search of the 
church grounds. After 
defeating them, use your Witcher Senses in and around the small church. a set of 
footprints leads to a stone coffin where a pathetic specimen of a man is lurking, 


END: CORPSE EATERS AND A FORNICATING FREAK 


This wretch freely admits to buying the medallion he wears from a travelling 
peddler, and pleads with you not to reveal him to be a fake. Two villagers arrive, 
allowing you to dish out the punishment you see fit. You can: 


© Tell the villagers it took two Witchers to slay the ghoul 
* Or, inform them exactly who this charlatan is. 

Then, you can decide the fate of the wannabe Witcher 

© He can toil for the village elder for a year. 


© He can be banished from the village forever 


Once your choices are made, the quest concludes. 


SPOILER ALERT 


RS (IIT) 


Location: Toderas 
Characters: Peasants 
Enemies: Peasants 


DANGER ALERT 


E TRUTH IS 


jenkelham, Dragonsroot Cave 
Old Sage, Ithtinne 

Enemies: Ghouls 

Recommended Item: Food 


}) This quest is accessible during your exploration of Velen (No Man's Land). Locate the 
strange old sage in the village of Benketham, in southeast Velen. 
$e 


THESE PEASANTS ARE REVOLTING 


‘Along the highways and byways of war-torn Velen, expect to encounter clusters 
of peasants, usually six in number (and sometimes with two on horseback), 
looting the corpses of the fallen. They are hostile, so avoid or engage them. 

Find them at the village of Toderas, where a brief conversation degenerates into 
mindless violence. Expect seven infantry. 


IN THE ST 


Putfing on a pipe 
outside his cottage near 
the large windmil, the 
old sage of Benkelham 
{in the southeast) tells 
you he's seen your 
future plotted out in the 
stars, once you speak 
to him. You can ask how 
he came to obtain such 
magical powers (a rock 
to the head as a youth). 


Offer him some food 
(any edible ingredient 
including raw meat), 
and you receive a 
foretelling: The old coot 
(sory, sage) mumbles 
something about an 
endless cavern, the 
singing of a hymn of madness and despair, and the summoning of “that which 
is not dead, for it cannot die”. You remark these are past experiences you've 
endured. To see the future, the sage requires some dragonsroot 


Journey southeast down the rolling hills, and around to a cave entrance 
overlooking the river banks. The cave entrance itself is ominous—piles of skulls 
and blood litter the earth. Enter the tunnel, following it into a dead-end cavern 
where around five ghouls are ready to pounce. Slaughter them. Then inspect the 
slumped corpses, and use your Witcher Senses to locate dragonsroot along one 
of the rock walls 


ITEM: Quest i ragonsroot 


1 2 QUESTING DECISIONS Unt 


SECON DARYsQUESTS: VELEN: SPITFIRE BLUFFS 


ated, the Spitfire Bluffs que: 


END: ESS'TUATH ESSE! 


| OBJECTIVE 


Return to Benkelham. Hand over the root to the old sage, who retumns 
with some startling predictions, possibly channeling the elven prophetess 
Ithlinne. Afterwards, the elder man plops down on his stool, exhausted, 
‘as the quest concludes. 


wre accessible during your exploration of Velen and Novigrad during Act I 


lll cana tcl OUR i a a 
NCH MOB 


DANGER ALERT 


p OBJECTIVES 


When your wanderings take you to the western part of this province, you may encounter a group of 
peasants who have taken a Nilfgaardian soldier hostage at the usually-desolate Hangman's Alley crossroads. 
After determining that the soldier was starving and poses no threat, your requests for leniency go 


unanswered. So it’s up to you to: 


* Introduce these four peasants to the pointy end of your steel sword. Once combat is over, you quickly 


speak to the soldier, before you continue your wandering, 


* Leave the soldier to his fate—the Nilfgaardian joins the Hangman's Alley as a new, permanent resident. 


DANGER ALERT 


Location: Hangman’s Alley 
Characters: Nilfgaardian Soldier 
Enemies: Peasants 


LOVE'S @RUEL SNARES? 


Location: Condyto 
Characters: Peasant Girt 
Enemies: Wild Dogs 


LAMENT OF THE WEEPING WOMAN 


Northeast of Condyle, 
a tearful girl is weeping 
over her fiancé, who 
went to check on his 
snares but hasn't 
returned. Agree to help 
find him, head southeast 
into the wooded area, 
Use your Witcher 
Senses to uncover a 

set of footprints, and some barking noises in the distance. Follow them to the 
location of the flancé—ripped apart by wild dogs. 


| OBJECTIVES 


Destroy the five hounds 
that are sniffing the 
corpse, and check the 
body—her beau Is quite 
dead. Return to the gir 
with the bad news, 

Take or decline the 
funds she gives you, 
and dissuade her from 
retrieving the corpse as 
the quest concludes. 


SEOONDARY 
‘QUESTS 


381 


382 


SECONDARY, QUES 5 VELEN THE MIRE 


QUESTING DECISIO: Unless otherwise stated, The Mire quests are accessible during your exploration of Velen and Novigrad during Act 


A-DOG's LIFE 


| OBJECTIVES 


On the hilly road just northwest of Drudge, close to the north shores of the lake, you come across a small 
shrine with a pack of wolves attacking a lone dog, interject yourself (and your steel sword) and save the pup 
from the wolves. Afterward, the tame dog seems to want you to follow it. It also has a key sewn into its collar 


to take if you interact with it 


Oblige the creature, and you head southeast down the hiti, into Drudge, where four bandits should be cut 
down. Watch out, the dog may be killed during this fight! Open the door to the house the bandits were close 
to (right next to the signpost), and enter. here are loose floodboards to examine. You wedge up one of the 
boards, and discover a hidden trove; with orens, crowns, and a chest (containing a diary and valuables), 


opened by the key that the dog was carrying, 


DANGER ALERT 


i | NDER OF THE FAITH ( IT) 


Location: Duen Hen, Blackbough, Byways 
Characters: Peasant, Master Friedrich of Oxenfurt 
Enemies: Students (Vandals) 


| 


}) Locate the peasant who requires your help at one of two different locations; the 
{junction of the road leading eastwards from Blackbough (Secondary Quest: Defender 
othe Faith ), on page 366), or the smal hilside shrine of Duan Hen in The Mie, 


Approach a ranting peasant woman on the hill known as Duen Hen, and listen to 
her diatribe. It seems blasphemers (pox take them) profaned a shrine to Verna 
the Merciful. Agree to “fix” these shrines (by lifting the effigy of an old woman 
Carved in wood to an upright position). There are three to find (in any order. 


© The first (if you started this quest in The Mire) is atop a small hill known as 
Duen Hen in the southwest of this province. 


© The second (if you started this quest in Crow Perch) is at the junction of the 
road leading eastwards from Blackbough. 


© The third shrine is in the very southwestern parts of Velen, southeast of the 
Byways signpost. 


Location: Drudge 
Characters: Friendly Dog 
Enemies: Wolves, Bandits 


SPOILER ALERT 


When you reach the last shrine (in any order—this example is near Blackbough), 
itis being desicrated by a group of vandals lead by a flouncing philosopher 
named Friedrich. He firmly believes that religion is the opiate of the masses, and 
insists on vandalizing these shrines. You can: 


‘© Agree to leave him to his stand against the old ways and intolerance. 
The quest concludes. 


* Disagree with the dandy's methods, and tackle him and his three vandal 
cohorts. The quest then concludes. 


TO PASS, YOU PAY Locations: Boatmaker’s Hut, Bandits’ Camp 


AAiitle farther east than the Boatmakers' Hut (southeast of Crow's Perch) is a tral leading to a bridge Characters: Bandits 
‘over to Bandits’ Camp, a wooded island of thugs and thievery. Guarding the bridge are three bandits, Enemi 

‘Who don't attack but instead engage you in conversation They want your coin to pass safely over ae 
the bridge. You can: 


‘© Tell them to try and take your coin, which starts a fight—defeat three bandits. 


+ Show them your medalon, which causes one ofthe bandits pause fr thought. They recognize who you are, tink better of 
challenging you, and depart without incident 


The quest now concludes. But what ofthe highwaymans cache? Use your Witcher Senses atthe campfire near the bridge entrance, and 
foow some footprints to a party-hidden chestin the rushes and weeds under the bridge footing. Pry t open for some in and a dkagram. 


ITEM: Diagram 


{exexe) DANGER ALERT SPOILER ALERT 


Location: Wastret Manor ‘ The nearby altar seems the best way to converse with this “deity”, though its 


Characters: Dagmar, Preben, Aligod : answers are evasive, and seem to come from underground. Heading into the 
Enemies: Sylvan Cellar of these ruins requires the banishment of an illusion. Interact with the pile 
Recommended Items: Eye of Nehaleni of rubble in the exterior corner of the ruins, using the Eye of Nehaleni Keira gave 
you, the stone fades away, and reveals a hidden set of steps. 
ORATORY, NOT OMNIPOTENT END: CORPULENT, NOT CORPOREAL 


» OBJECTIVES: _ 


— OBJECTIVES 


Enter the ruined 
structure on the 
southern grounds of 
Wastre! Manor, ideally 
after sunset to see the © Tell the Allgod you're going to kill him, and follow through with this threat. 
multiple candies lit to Then speak to the peasants, who are filled with woe. 

appease some strange 
deity. Two peasants are 
here that allow further 
investigation. They * Let the Allgod continue with his little scheme to fleece these simpletons, 
make offerings to the “Allgod”, but their prayers don’t seem to be answered. before telling them they must continue as before. 

Offer to speak to the Aligod on their behatt 


This “Allgod” turns out to be nothing more than a rotund sylvan, a fat devil-like 
creature that feasts on the offerings given by the peasants, Your conversation 
with the creature can end in one of three ways. You can: 


* Threaten the Aligod to accept only humble offerings, and he agrees. 
Then speak to the peasants, who are understandably happy. 


SECONDARY 
QUESTS 


* Tell the peasants to check the cellar. Return after a day or so, and you'll find 
their corpses. 


None of these choices affect your reward adversely (though you don’t get the 
Experience Points if you don’t kill the sylvan), 


SECON DARY, QUESTS: VELEN: CROOKBACK BOG 


QUESTING DECISIONS _ Unless otherwise stated, the Crookback Bog quests are accessible during your exploration of Velen and Novigrad during Act | 


HUNTING FOR HRODEBERTH Locations: Nitfgaardian Central Army Camp 


Characters: Nilfgaardian Noblewoman, Quartermaster Eggebracht 
Enemies: Ghouls 


OBJECTIVE 


Recommended Items: 100 Crowns, Axii Level 2 


The wails of a well-to-do woman clad in fine clothing can be heard as you explore the main Nilfgaardian Army Camp in the very southeast of Velen. Her dwarf consort 
can do little but comfort her, but she perks up when you approach. She pleads with you to find her son, a soldier who served in the Nazairi cavalry. You may speak to 
her as you wish, ending the chat with an offer to help. 
383 


384 


Head south, along the main rutted tracks towards the tents and Notice Board, 
‘and enter the grandest structure, bearing the sun insignia of the Emhyr. Inside, 
speak to the intially dismissive quartermaster, and tell him of the mission you're 
on, He isn't about to give up the whereabouts of this soldier just yet. You can 


. 


(100 Crowns) Bribe the officer, which initially seems to be a terrible idea, 
until your fast-talking convinces Eggebracht to spill the beans. 


(Axii Level 2) Flummox the quartermaster's brain into giving up the 
‘whereabouts of the soldier. 


If you previously completed Contract: Patrol Gone Missing (page 513), 
and received a reward from the quartermaster, you may receive this 
information without need of bribery or magic. 


HARRIED, HOUNDED, AND HUNG 


The situation seems grim, 
Most of the soldiers from 

the Nazairi cavalry where 
‘caught by the quartermaster's 
men and hung in the swamp 
northwest of here, Begin your 
search there—in the area 
between Nilarius' Farm (to 
the southeast) and Kimbolt 
Way (the road to the northwest). When the going gets soggy, beware of ghouls (you 
should slay at least four), and start using your Witcher Senses to find the following: 


DANGER ALERT 


MIND THE GAPS: FOREST FELLOWS 


path junction. 


Tracks showing the cavalry members fled into the swamp. 
* Dog tracks, showing they were pursued. 
The remains of foes half-sunk into the mire; an easy target for an arbalist. 


© Corpses in the swamp and hung, but with black hair. Not the red-headed man 
you seek. 


Finally there is the grim sight of a red-headed man swinging from a makeshift 
gallows. Don't forget to look up to examine the corpse! Then peer around the ground 
below the swaying corpse; there is a letter to Hrodeberth’s mother on the ground. 


ITEM: Quest Item: Hrodeberth’ 


END: DIED OR DESERTED: A MOTHER'S GRIEF 


| OBJECTIVE 


Head back to the noblewoman, and inform her of her son's passing, using the 
letter as evidence. She asks how he died, and you can say he died in battle, or 
deserted. The latter produces a curt response, but the letter proves your point. 
Either way, you receive a reward, and she receives closure. 


ITEM: Crowns 


SPOILER ALERT 


SING (II1)* 


Location: Dragonstayer’s Grotto 
Characters: Looters, Bandits 
Enemies: Looters, Bandits 


At the bridges and river crossings of war-torn Velen, expect to encounter groups of ne’er-do-wells looting the 
corpses of the fallen, or guarding valuables of some note. They can be hostile, so use diplomatic conversation 
choices, avoid them, or engage them. Find them west of the Dragonslayer's Grotto, in the woods by a small 
wooden log bridge over a ravine. A few steps east are some nekkers to slay, and a group of looters at a 


ECON DARY, QUESTS) NOVIGRAD: FARCORNERS AND GRASSY KNOLL 


otherwise 


DANGER ALERT 


THE DWARVEN [ 


Locations: Road near Tretegor Gate (Novigrad), Seven Cats Inn, 
Characters: Rostan Muggs, Gerd 
Enemies: None 


Close to the Tretegor Gate is a worried short fellow named Rostan Muggs. He's lived 
up to his surname. He was attacked and some important papers stolen from him. 


ed, the Farcorners quests are 


sible during your exploration of Velen and Novigrad during Act I 


UMENT DILEMMA 


Agree to help recover 
the documents from the 
thief, who should be 
smelling of the dwarven 
moonshine Rostan 
brained him with during 
the mugging 


Cross the main bridge 
heading east, and use 
your Witcher Senses 
to uncover a small puddle of this moonshine. It stinks like a Skelliger’s codpiece. 
Follow this trail of stench down the hill to the southeast, towards the Seven Cats 
Inn on the outskirts of town. Here you'll find Gerd, who isn't happy about being 
accused of thievery, and has a remarkably different story about the documents 
he acquired 


You can: 


© Tell him “gimme the 
papers” and start a 
fistfight with Gerd. 


(Gwent) Offer to play 
a round of Gwent 
with him, He agrees. 
Beat him for the 
paperwork. 


© Ask how much he wants for the papers. They aren't for sale to you, forcing 
you to choose another option. 


© (Axil Delusion Level 1) Gather the documents by addling Gren's brain with 
your magic. This works, 


DANGER ALERT 


ITEM: Quest Item: Title to Property q 


END: PAPERS, PLEASE 


| OBJECTIVE: 


Once you have the papers, return to Muggs, and question him about both 
accounts. It seems the dwarf was a little economical with the truth. A fact you 
can use to ask for more coin before the quest concludes (he doesn't glve you 
any), or you can hand over the papers for the agreed amount. 


ITEM: Crowns f 


OLLOWING THE THREAL 


Locations: Supervisor Lund’s Building (Novigrad), Seven Cats Inn, 
Ringvald (Faroe Island), Trottheim, Hammond's Shrine, Nowhere Inn 
{Novigrad), Karadin’s Residence 


Characters: Supervisor Lund, Jan Karadin, Lambert 


Enemies: Ekimmara, Guard, Vienne, Elf, Dagr, Pirate, 
Warrior, Hammond 


BITS AND PIECES 


A particularly gruesome decree is available once you chance upon it on a Notice 
Board, such as the one in Novigrad’s Hierarch Square, close to the Kingfisher nn. 
Find the contract entitied "Monster in The Bits”. Head across Novigrad to the area 
Just southeast of the Southern Gate, Approach supervisor Lund's building and 
chinwag with the guard. He tells you a beast haunts the outskirts. You can ask 
about the contract (apparently someone else is also interested), what the supervisor 
does, and ask for more information on the monster, including the last victim (Hubert 
the beggar) and a nearby shoreline hut where you can begin your search 


The hut is a short 
jog south, along the 
river. Slow down and 
inspect the door by the 
thoroughfare. 


© There are monstrous 
footprints around a 
rowboat, up and into 
the hut. 


© Head inside the hut, where there's evidence of monster blood—it was 
wounded. There's a corpse in the corner with the blood sucked out of him. 
Was this a lesser vampire? Your objective updates. 


© Step back out and head back to the rowboat, then follow the set of claw 
prints roughly northeast along the shoreline. The tracks end at a short jetty 
over the river. 


LAMBERT’S LESSER VAMPIRE 


OBJECTIVES 


Look ahead, across the river to the water wheel. Swim across and climb onto 
the riverside platform attached to this structure, where more clawprints are 
discovered. They lead up the wooden dock ramp, and into the water wheel 
building. As soon as you enter, you hear shouts and fighting—run up the wooden 
steps to the upper floor. 


You're surprised to 
see fellow Witcher 
Lambert attempting 

to thwart this large, 
gangly ekimmara. Join 
the throng and slay 
the lesser vampire, 
Afterwards, your 
conversation reveals 
Lambert is here to 
tackle a "certain matter", Ask him if he needs help with it. First though, there's 
the reward, Either head there automatically, or meet Lambert back at the 
supervisor's building at your convenience, 


AHOT HEAD AND COLD STEEL 


S OBJECTIVES: 


Back at the supervisor's building, you're waved inside, after which Lambert's hot 
head starts to boil while speaking with the supervisor, as he shouts about "Jan 
Karadin". Even if you urge Lambert to calm down, he starts a ruckus, and you're 
forced to defend yoursett. 


SECONDARY 
‘QUESTS 


Slay the three guards attempting to jail you, then return to Lambert. Lund is more 
fearful, revealing Karadin has disappeared, and he only knows where Vienne 

is (whoever they are). Apparently, she drinks at the Seven Cats Inn, Lambert is 
zealous with his blade now, dropping Lund in a bloody heap. Time to flee! 


| OBJECTIVES: _ 
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Head northeast, out of the supervisor's building, before running from Novigrad, 
moving southeast along the far side of the Pontar river, until you reach the 
watering hole known as the Seven Cats Inn. You force Lambert to tell you what 
is going on. Choose the long or short version of it. He tells you about his friend 
Aiden (a Witcher from the Schoo! of the Cat), who he slew monsters with. 

After Aiden took a contract to lift a curse off a duke's daughter, a band of 
assassins ambushed and murdered Aiden, not happy with the curse being 
removed. Lund was one of the assassins. Their leader? Jan Karadin 


Vienne, a Scoia'tael in the service of Karadin, is half-drunk within the inn. 

After some persuasion (threats or offers to buy her a beer), she lists the others in 
Karadin’s group—Selyse, Hammond, and Lund. But they've scattered. Feel free 
to ask her more about Selyse and Hammond, and that you need to contact them. 
Gather as much information as you can, for the conversation takes a tum for the 
worse as Vienne calls upon her brethren to kill you. 


Use polite conversation to end the chat without blood being shed. 


‘Or choose violence; three elves and Vienne must be cut down. 


Afterwards, itis agreed that Lambert heads to find Selyse, while you search 
Skellige for Hammond, You'll meet back at the Nowhere Inn (in Novigrad), 


VENGEANCE ON FAROE 


S OBJECTIVES: 


You have quite a 

trek ahead of you. 
Assuming you've 
visited Kaer Trolde 

‘on Ard Skellig (the 
largest island), head 
toa previously-visited 
location, before taking 
a boat and continuing 
southeast, to the isle of 
Faroe, It has only two main villages, and the eastern one (Trottheim) has many 
dagr and pirates to be wary of (as they are tough and can overwhelm you). 
Instead, disembark to the west, at Ringvald, Head out of the village through the 
woodland path heading southeast. Then follow the winding road past the hilltop 
arena, eastwards past 

junction stone, and head down into Trottheim village and talk to the dagr first 
{at the village entrance, there are two to pick from). Hammond, it seems, prays at 
the chapel on the nearby hill, and isa slaver, If you answer that you didn’t know 
he was god-fearing, the dagr get suspicious, and attack. So tell them you'll be 
back if you don’t want a fight. Expect up to 16 dagr and pirates to slay in this 
protracted battle 


| OBJECTIVES: _ 


Nammond 


Hammond's shrine can be approached by following the pathways, or 
disembarking at a beach just east of the shrine, Check your map, note the 
location of the shore (the southeastern tip of Faroe), and drop anchor on the tiny 
spit of sand, guarded by three dagr. Defeat them, then follow the snow-covered 
trail past some endriaga, and up the trail to a rustic shrine with rough hewed 
steps and the ribs from the hulls of longboats. 


Hammond can't be reasoned with, so defeat him and his warrior guards in 
combat. Then search his corpse for some trinkets and the following: 


ITE 


A: Quest Iter 


Letter Written on Elegant Stationary 


END: AN OPTIONAL ASSASSINATION 
E OBJECTIVES: dese’ ‘ 


Now you've fully 
explored Faroe, journey 
all the way back to 
Novigrad, enter the 
Southern Gate district 
of the city, and head 
for the Nowhere Inn 
(as shown). Lambert is 
inside playing Gwent. 
After his usual sullen 
questioning, you explain that Karadin lives in Novigrad, but never severed ties 
with Hammond, They are in business, Lambert has been busy too—learning 
about a trade in sly goods. Answer how you wish, optionally asking about Selyse, 
until you agree to pay Karadin a visit 


Head up to Hierarch Square, then down the steps to 
meet Lambert. You're planning an infiltration of the 
Karadin premises when a pair of heavily armored 
uards invite you into the abode without drawing a 
weapon. Karadin appears, introducing you both to 
his wife and small children. You motion for Lambert 
to talk to Karadin. You leam that he trained at the 
School of the Cat. Lambert fears he'll throttle the 
man, leaving you to optionally ask about his house, 
his past, and importantly, a Witcher named Aiden 


Jan Karadin 


Karadin has regrets about Aiden's death, but had no other choice, since Aiden 
attacked first. Now you have the opportunity to end this quest (and Karadin’s life) 
or spare it (and see Lambert's personality become even more abrasive). You can: 


Kill Karadin. The three of you spar in his gardens until Karadin is cut down. 


> Spare Karadin, Lambert is incredulous. You walk away, telling him you aren't 
comfortable killing Karadin in cold blood. Lambert is more furious than normal, 
and you part ways. 


After you decision is made, the quest concludes. 


SPOILER ALERT 


SCOIA AND TELL 


Locations: Southern Gate (Novigrad], Tretogor Gate 


Characters: Merchant, Scoia'tael 


At night, in the rough-and-tumble alleyways between the Southern and Tretogor Gates, a trio of Scoia'tael are 
roughing up a merchant they accuse of dealing fisstech to some young elves—which kills every other one of 
them. The merchant protests his innocence (and hatred of elves) loudly 


You can step in and intervene. You can (after checking to see if he's carrying any fisstech, which he isn't) 


© Tell the elves you have no proof he sold fisstech. This leads to a fight with the three Scoia’tael, and the 
profound thanks of the merchant. 


© Leave the elves to do what they want with the merchant. 


Either choice concludes the quest, though there's no crowns if you side with the elves. 


ITEM; Crowns (for chant) 


ing t 


DANGER ALERT SPOILER ALERT 


i _ WITCH HUNTER RAID 


ADDLING MINDS WITH MAGIC Locations: Glory Gate 


Characters: Remi Villeroy, Louisa Villeroy 
Enemies: Witch Hunters 


The nonhuman slum of Farcorners is home to many folk hated by the Eternal Fire 
and the witch hunters, none more so than Remi Villeroy, a mage sentenced to 
death. Go to Remi's front door to see two witch hunters attempting to apprehend 
him. An argument erupts inside the house, with the hunters ready to shackle him 
and his wife. You can slink away, or help Remi defeat the two witch hunters. If 
you help and Remi survives, you receive a few runestones for your troubles. 


CON DARY QUESTS: NOVIGRAD: 7H SQUARE AND GLORY LANE 


} DECISIONS Unless otherwise stated, the Hierarch Square and Glory Lane quests are accessible during your exploration of Velen and Novigrad during Act 


DANGER ALERT 


SECONDARY 
‘QUESTS 


Locations: Gate of the Hierarch, Derrick’s Den 
Characters: Derrick, Carlos “Cleaver” Varese 
Enemies: Cleaver’s Henchdwarves 


‘Something stinks around here worse than Zoltan’s posing pouch, and it is hidden 
in the long grass near the small stone bridge and low wall, just north of the Gate 
of the Hierarch. When you pick up the smell, optionally use your Witcher Senses 
to follow the odor to its source. A murder of crows flap away from a corpse. 
Examine it to see the poor fellow was stabbed by a sword. Then loot a key. 
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Further examination 

of the area using your 
Witcher Senses reveals 
the murdered man 

fled to this point 

before collapsing. 

Trace his footprints 
across the street and 
around a.comer toa 
small wooden structure. 
Enter, and you find three dwarf bandits allied to Cleaver, ransacking the man’s 
home. They mockingly explain that they slew “Derrick,” and have instructions 
from Cleaver to slay anyone who finds this den 


END: AVOIDING A CHIB BETWEEN YOUR RIBS 


E OBJECTIVES 


The dwarven bandits present two options: 
© Hand over the key. You receive a small reward for your troubles. 


* Tell them you don't like being threatened. This naturally starts a fracas with 
you and the three diminuative bandits. Slay all three of them 


When the situation has been resolved, you can search for the treasure chest, 
on the north side of the ground floor of Derrick's Den. Use the key to open it, 
and claim coins (100 orens and 50 crowns), as the quest concludes: 


ITEM: Crowns 


DANGER ALERT 


OD 
Locations: Novigrad, Hierarch Square 


Characters: Preacher 
Enemies: Temple Guards, Bandits 


PREACHING ON A PLINTH 


This occurs in the center of the lower city, east of Hierarch Square, Wherever they 
can, the priests of the Order of the Eternal Flame attempt to ignite the tinder box 
‘of animosity between the populace and sorceresses or alchemists. The preacher 
standing on the stone plinth in this cobbled street also has some choice words for 
Witchers. Perhaps this situation is best solved with words rather than violence? 


ANGER ALERT 


! THE FLAME OF HATRE 


POILER ALERT 


[i] 


a 


Step up and speak to the preacher. He's almost begging you to react to the 
venom he spits. You can: 


* Ask how many lives he has saved. Press this subject, and the mob turns on 
him, dispersing as the preacher shrinks under your verbal barrage. 


© Teil him you'll shut him up. Not being a man of combat, the priest will shy 
away, and the crowd disperses, mocking the priest 


* Ignore him and walk away. The preachers are as common as syphilis in 
Crippled Kate's, and just as difficult to get rid of 


Once you've resolved this verbal altercation, the quest concludes. If you 
threatened or confronted the preacher, you receive a small XP reward, However, 
if you threatened the preacher, watch out around two days from now—expect 
an ambush near the spot the preacher stood, The ambushers try to convince you 
they are officials, and demand you hand over your weapons, You can: 


* Accept. After all, what's there to worry about? 
© Tell them no. 


In either case, the bandits inform you they were sent by the preacher you 
embarrassed. Fight the two foes, either with or without your weapons. 
Pick up your weapons from their corpses afterwards, as this quest concludes, 


MESSAGE.FROM AN OLD FRIEND 


Location {and Map page): Hierarch Square (Novigrad) 
| Characters: Marcus T. K. Hodgson, Jacques de Aldersberg 


THE MUSTY SMELL OF PARCHMENT 
AND LEATHER 


Enter the “Books and Scrolls” shop along the northern side of Hierarch Square 
in Novigrad, and speak to proprietor, Marcus, A purveyor of fine and rare 
manuscripts, he recognizes you from the compendium he was recently tasked 
to undertake. But he has other interesting information to impart—namely'a man 
who paid him to keep a book for you. Marcus doesn't know the man's name, 
but the book had a red cover. You can: 


* Look at all his books (and purchase his many tomes), 
© Teli him you're just here for the one he mentioned. 


Either way, you must search this repository for the book Marcus mentioned, 


END: FAINT ECHOES OF THE FLAMING ROSE 


Even though you may be interested in the scandalous goings on between the 
pages of “The Many Adventures of Misbehaving Muriel,” you're here for a 
red-leather tome. Head up the stairs, and look for the book on the bookcase 
by the second set of stairs. Inside “My Manifesto” is a letter to read. It bears 
the handwriting of Jacques de Aldersberg, the Grand Master of the Order of 
the Flaming Rose—creator of the “ubermen,” thief of the Witchers’ secrets, 
and hater of elves. You put the sword to him many moons ago. Now his words 
resonate. The quest then concludes 


Locations: Hattori’s Dumpling Shop (Novigrad), The Golden Sturgeon, 
| Von Hoorn’s Warehouse a 

Characters: Eibhear Hattori, Tinboy, Sukrus, Ernst von Hoorn 

Enemies: Cleaver’s Henchdwarves, Merchant, Bandits 

Recommended Item: 200 Crowns, Axii Delusion Level 3 


KNEADING DOUGH, NOT FORGING STEEL 
| OBJECTIVES: ss : 7 


Enter Hattori's modest 
dumpling shop, and 
Inquire about the 

food. When the elf 
turns around, he's 
much more interested 
(and knowledgable) 
regarding your blades. 
Feel free to try a 
dumpling when asked, 
but you're really here for a swordsmith, Hattori shows you some momentos 

of his past work, but he’s retired. Or at least, he isn’t part of the gang that 
monopolize the supplies for metalworking—headed up by Emst van Hoorn, 
Under the protection of that lunatic dwart Cleaver, Push the subject, then 

ask if he’s interested in you finding him some supplies. Hattori asks if you'll 
accompany him to a meeting where supplies are bought. You're the bodyguard. 
Meet him after dark at the docks. 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Head west to the 
docks and mediate, or 
complete other tasks 
until after dark. 

His contact is called 
Tinboy (one of the 
King of Beggars’ men) 
who might be able to 
undercut Cleaver's 
stranglehold on 

the supplies. Continue west along the wharf, then south down a warehouse 
alleyway, and into a stone courtyard, Tinboy is here with some muscle. The initial 
negotiation is 50 percent of Hattori's profits. You can agree, cut it to 25 percent 
‘and agree on 35, or remain steadfast at 25. Not that this matters, as Cleaver's 
henchdwarves ambush the meeting, and all hell breaks loose! 


Tackle five of these henchdwarves while checking Hattori doesn't take too much 
damage. Remove all of the short threats, then flee to the east, through the door 
to a stone archway blocked by crates. Use Aard to smash through the blockade, 
and out to the docks again. Tinboy agrees to the previous deal, but wams you 
that you've angered one of the Big Four of Novigrad's underworld. You're able 

to conclude the deal, when Hattori flees the area! Let him go, and retrace your 
steps back to his shop at your leisure. 


SUKRUS CAUSING A RUCKUS 


E OBJECTIVES: 


4 OF SWORDSIAND DUMPLINGS 


Bang on the door back at the dumpling shop. 
Hattori won't let you in, and pleads for you to find 
him a bodyguard. Ask him further questions, and 
he reckons a mercenary named Sukrus (an old 
‘Skelliger pirate) might be just the ticket. Find him 
drinking at the Golden Sturgeon, down at the docks. 
‘Agree to find this fellow. A short walk west of the 
Ubbizi Townhouse is the Golden Sturgeon. 


Sukres 


Don’t head inside. Sukrus is engaged in some heavy-handed discussions with 
a merchant, which tums into a brawl. Step in and intervene, before Sukrus 
tums on you, Then lay him out with your fancy fist-work or a boot to the face. 
Impressed by your punching power, he beckons you inside. 


Sit down with Sukrus, optionally asking him about his beef with the merchant, 
before telling him you have a job for him, Of course, without any money to offer 
Sukrus, he wants a favor from you first! Sukrus’ brother-in-law owes him some 
coin. Get it back, and he'll help Hattori out, Or, simply smash the mead they 
ferried in from An Skellig, Sukrus is the petulant sort. 


TOO MUCH GREED ABOUT THE MEAD 


OBJECTIVES: _ 


Stroll out of the 
Sturgeon, make a 
right (northwest) turn 
and head out onto the 
main jutting dock by 
the water wheel crane 
Board the ship to your 
left, and speak to the 
merchant, who is quite 
insistent he not pay 
Sukrus, given the man’s boorish behavior. You can 


‘© Ask what the problem is with Sukrus, You receive more or less the 
same answer. 


© (Axil Delusion Level 3) Flummox the merchant into paying his debt. 


Unless you're using Axil a spot of vandalism is in order. Approach the casks 
of mead, and blast them apart using Aard or Igni, Face two bandits in combat. 
The merchant flees. 


SECONDARY 
‘QUESTS 


Journey back to the Golden Sturgeon, and find Sukrus’ table. You inform him the 
problem is solved, and that he’s to keep an eye on Hattori. Sukrus isn’t happy 
as the elf “swindled him on axes once," but once you vouch for him, he seems 
agreeable, and sets off to round up some brethren 


CRAFTING A PLAN 


E OBJECTIVES: 


Trek back to the 
Dumpling Shop again 
When you arrive, 
Sukrus’ men are 
already standing guard, 
Speak with Hattori, 
asking whether he 
can finally forge you a 
sword worthy of 

a Witcher. 
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He'd love to, but lacks certain critical crafting supplies. You quickly surmise 
Emst von Hoorn is hoarding them. You're understandably suspicious, but 
with the promise of fine-crafted weaponry, you listen as Hattori describes the 
materials—they are in Van Hoorn's dockside warehouse, in heavy boxes, and 
‘smell of ammonia. 


‘Step out of the shop, and speak to Sukrus at the entrance. Since violence is 
quaranteed, he immediately agrees. Spend a few moments preparing if you 
‘need to, then wait (or meditate) until after dark, and scurry back to the Sturgeon. 
Sukrus and his crew are just south of the Golden Sturgeon. Speak with Sukrus. 
While you remove the single guard at the entrance, and mark the crates to take 
with chalk, Sukrus will wait. 


Dash along the docks, 
passing the Sturgeon, to 
Von Ernst's Warehouse, 
Where a merchant 

and one of Cleaver's 
dwarven henchmen are 
standing. The merchant, 
who was knocked on 
his arse by Sukrus 
earlier (ust prior to you 
interceding with his mead shipment), hopes the dwarf might do the same to you, 
but the guard knows and admires you (a friend of Yarpen Zigrin's a friend of his) 
and then asks what you need. 


You can: 
* (200 Crowns) Bribe your way into the warehouse. 
(Axil Delusion Level 3) Use your confusing magic on the dwart 


Either of these options allows you into the premises, using a key you're given. 


OANGER ALERT 


RACISTS OF; NOVIGRAD (I AND II) 


Locations: Novigrad, Portside Gate, Tretogor Gate 
Characters: Female Elf, Male Elf 


gt 


Enemies: Bandits, Townsmen 


ELF SERVICE 


Novigrad is a city in turmoil, and the elf population face constant harassment. Step in 
to prevent verbal or physical abuse if you wish. 


North of Portside Gate: At the junction close to a stall, a female elf has a group of 
unwanted admirers, sickened that she might tempt them into indecent thoughts. 


Once inside, use your 
Witcher Senses to easily 
ascertain the smell of 
ammonia, and interact 
with the three crates 
which are easily spotted 
and chalked. Upon your 
exit from the warehouse 
though, Cleavers goons 
have arrived, along with 
Sukrus’ brother-in-law—the merchant 


END: OF SWORDS, NO DUMPLINGS 


OBJECTIVES 


Ernst himself has arrived, flanked with foes and furious at your brazen pilfering 
attempt. Sukrus is ready to fight at once. You can tell him: 


® Lot's dance, and fight! 
# To wait, which he ignores, Fight anyway! 


The combat is with fists, though swords can be employed if you wish, When four 

thugs and von Hoorn are knocked down, Sukrus’ brother-in-law has a change 

of heart, and asks for friendship again. Von Hoorn will be taking an enforced trip 

to Skellige with them both, Meanwhile, you can return (once more) to Hattor!'s 

shop, and hope there's more than dumplings waiting for you. Wait three days 

after speaking to Hattori one final time, and he forges the following for you: 
ITEM: M 


Crafted Weapons and Armor 


SPOILER ALERT 


0) 


‘When she protests she's only out to fill water from a well, you can step in, and 
side with either the elf or the group of bandits. No matter what choice you make, 
the crowd disperses, and the elf admonishes you for getting involved (even if 
your plan was to save her), 


Southeast of Tretogor Gate: This occurs only after encountering the femal elf 
first. In the archway alcoves close to the tanning leather, a male elf is about to 
take a beating (and an ear sniping) from a group of unpleasant townsfolk. You 
can leave well alone, but if you intervene, there are three townsmen to Slay. 
Afterwards, speak to the elf about past atrocities you've witnessed, and be on 
your way. 


EN (Male) 


DANGER ALERT 


SUSPICIOUS SHAKEDOWN* 


Location: Gate of the Hierarch 
| Characters: Merchant 
Enemies: Bandits 
| Recommended Item: Axii Delusion Level 2 


SECONDARY QUESTS: NOVIGRAD: DC 


ALIGHT STROLL DOWN A DARK ALLEY 


Astroll down a dark alley in these parts, south of the Gate of the Hierarch and 
quite close to the canal, results in you stumbling upon a shakedown between 

a trio of bandits, and a nervous merchant. Your requests to leave the poor man 
alone go unheeded, forcing you to choose the following: 


* Tell them you'll have to convince them, and then cut all three of them down. 


‘© (Axii Delusion Level 2) Make your request a bit more convincing, and then 
agree to leave. 


After you've concluded your business with the bandits, speak to the merchant, 
who thanks you profusely, You receive a discount at the merchant's stall (near 
the gate) if you helped him, 


ITE 


Merchant Discount 


KSIDE AND SILVERTON DISTRICTS 


PP QUESTING DECISIONS Unless otherwise stated, the Hierarch Square and Glory Lane quests are accessible during your exploration of Velen and Novigrad during Act L 


DANGER ALERT 


(exexe} 


Behind the Golden 
Sturgeon (by the docks, 
but round the back), 


with Nidas, a 
weatherbeaten soldier 


companion for a sea 


arranges to meet you by the collapsed bridge near Arinbjorn, in Skellige. 
Journey to Ard Skeliig, ET Mo 
and dock at Arinbojorn, 

on the western side 

of the main island 
You're looking for the 
three rocky islands 
partly attached by 
ruined bridges, with 
the Eldberg Lighthouse 
at the northern tip. 
Expect a cockatrice and other adversaries as you trek to the meeting point—the 
‘northern side of the southern-most bridge. Leap the gap along the way. 


Atter a brief history lesson, agree to help locate the pear, and then let Nidas 
take the lead. Follow him along the path to the north, before he heads left (west) 
down a small ravine to the beach. 


step into a conversation 


who requires a traveling 


crossing. He's promised 
his beloved Letta a rare 
and black pearl before he reunites with her, to boot! Agree to help out, and Nidas 


POLER ALERT X 


OBJECTIVES: 


Old Nidas has festering 
lungs, so you're tasked 
with the diving duties. 
Enter the objective area, 
and dive down to the 
bottom of the rocky 
ocean floor, using your 
Witcher Senses and 
minimap to ascertain 
the location of an 

oyster. Loot it when you reach each one, and continue this underwater search 
until an oyster yields the pearl you seek. 


ITEM: Quest 


ik Pe 


Now return to the surface, and extricate yourself from the water immediately. 

A group of three drowners and a siren may be attacking old Nidas! Quickly place 
yourself between Nidas and the foes. The quest fails if Nidas dies at the hands 
of these monsters, or any wandering bandits you haven't slain. Give the black 
pearl to Nidas, and he's suitably impressed, telling you to meet him at the Golden 
Sturgeon for your reward, 


END: LETTA ISN'T GETTING BETTER 


| OBJECTIVE 


Now journey back to Novigrad’s Harborside district, and visit the Golden Sturgeon 
where this quest commenced. Nidas is inside the bar, with a wistful expression 
He hoped the present of the black pearl to his wife would awaken her memory, 
but she is sick and forgetful, and doesn't even remember his face. The quest 
concludes with an air of melachony. 


SECONDARY 
QUESTS 
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SPOILER ALERT 


DRUNKEN RABBLE 


Locations: Novigrad; The Golden Sturgeon 
Characters: Drunks 


During your wandering of the streets of Novigrad, expect to be verbally accosted by a variety of drunks at 
different times. They frequent the pathways around the Golden Sturgeon. Expect bewildered gasps and other 
nonsensical spew from their mouths, but no rewards. Refuse to give them coin, and expect a fistight. 

They are extremely easy to beat, but if you've forgotten how to fight and lose, expect to be left in the gutter 
with a small amount of coin missing. If you wish to avoid the fisticuffs altogether, use Axii Delusion on them 
and they'll leave without a fight. 


DANGER ALERT ‘SPOILER ALERT 


HEY, Y U WANNA LOOK T MY STUFF? 


Location: Novigrad, Hierarch Square 
Characters: Halfling Merchant, Witch Hunters 


EVERYTHING IS HALF OFF 


While taking a walk along the cobblestone street close to the northwest harbor of Silverton, take a moment to chat to a halfling promising a deal of a lifetime. 
Feel free to ask him about his wares (or tell him you don’t deal with vultures who prey on folks without the knowledge regarding the items they sell to him), 
bbut your conversation stops abruptly when the small fellow flees at the sight of a witch hunter patrol. One of them asks what the halfling was doing, You can: 


© Tell them the truth (he sells the property of dead mages). Choose this, and you won't be able to find the merchant and the quest concludes. 
* Tell them a lie (he left his soup on the burner). 


After the witch hunters depart, use your Witcher Senses to examine the ground where he was standing. You catch a whiff of his wares from a dropped bottle. 
Follow this cloud along the shoreline street, to the halfling who is gazing at the harbor. Speak, and the trader offers you a variety of wares (alchemy recipes and 
reagents). The quest concludes. 


DANGER ALERT SPOILER ALERT 


STRUMPET, IN DISTRESS* 


Close to the docks, a gruff, hooded townsman exclaims some truly horrific 
Location: Novigrad Docks threats towards a hussy. Speak to the woman. She tells you she can handle the 
Characters: Strumpet, Customer situation, and you can: 


Recommended Item: Axii Delusion Level 2 
* (Axil Delusion Level 2) Tell the man who threatened her to get lost. 


HOES BEFORE FOES * Or threaten him normally. Or ask the prostitute if she wants rid of him, Or leave. 
Any option subsequently reveals that the man was acting out a bit of roleplay, and 
your appearance confused him greatly, not to mention killing his mood. He leaves, 

and the prostitute (now unable to be paid) is suitably furious with your high morale 
stance and general inepititude at reading the situation. The quest concludes. 


Novigrad is a city with a seeting underbelly of vice and violence. Step in to 
prevent verbal or physical abuse if you so desire: 


SPOILER ALERT 


Find your way to 
Location: Crippled Kate's the seediest of the 
Characters: Prostitute, Yormund of Faroe, Skellige Man Novigrad brothels 
Recommended Item: Axii Delusion Level 2 (Crippled Kate's) and 
speak to the prostitute 
muttering outside 
this den of iniquity 
She complains that 
@ group of Skelligers 
have clobbered the 
innkeep, tossed out the girls, and then set to drinking. And haven't stopped since 
yesterday. Offer to help. 


WHORES AND HOOLIGANS 
OBJECTIVE 


END: A SMACK OR AN ATTACK, TO TAKE BACK 


A quartet of slightly 
sloshed Skelligers from 
the Isle of Faroe require 
some of your diplomacy. 
As your talk with 
Yormund continues, 

you can: 


DANGER ALERT 


‘© Request you settle this man to man: Challenge Yormund to a fist fight, and if 
you're victorious, the burly blokes agree to flee. 


Tell them to leave or “taste my wrath.” This degenerates into a three-way 
(and pretty difficult) fist-fight. Try it! 


* (Axil Delusion Level 2) Tell them to leave using your flummoxing spell 
Yormund and the boys confusedly stumble out of the premises. 


* (Secondary Quest: The Lord of Undvik) If you fought the ice giant on Undvik, 
tell the rabble this, and they are impressed enough to leave without incident. 


Speak to the prostitute afterwards to gain your reward, as this quest concludes. 


SPOILER ALERT 


A WALK ON ‘THE WATERFRONT 


Location: Novigrad Docks 


Characters: Ginter de Lavirac, Fisstech Dealer 


Enemies: Bandits 


A DANDY OUT OF HIS DEPTH 


» OBJECTIVE: 


Ginter de Lavirac 


Close to the wooden winch crane, by the warehouses on the western end of the 
south docks in Novigrad, there's the start of a kefuffle between three bandits and 
a nobleman. Step in before the dandy suffers a knife in the guts, and the bandits 
try the same to you. 


Teach them a lesson—elther with fists a flying or swordplay aplenty. When the 
three are defeated, speak to Ginter de Lavirac. He requests you join him (a few 
paces behind, naturally) for a stroll along the docks. Agree. 


END: A WALK ON THE WILD SIDE 


Stay a few paces behind Ginter as he heads east, down a cobblestone ramp, 
and a second wooden crane. At this point, barge through and bring down four 
more bandits before they wound Ginter, This was obviously an ambush, but 
Ginter doesn't tell you why they knew where he'd be. Continue on, along the 
cobblestone dockside, and as you head under a deck, prepare for another group 
of four thugs to slay 


DE LAVIRAC MUST LIV 


Be sure you keep an eye on Ginter’s health, and race to his side to protect him if he's 
wounded, The quest fails if he dies. 


Continue the walk until you reach the end of the docks near the tower, and a 
couple of fisstech dealers step up to speak to Ginter. It now transpires that Ginter 
is a hifalutin narcotics buyer for some extremely important clients. He introduces 
you as his gardener. When the dealers attempt to fleece him for 5,000 crowns 
instead of 4,000, he asks you to back him up, 


You can: 
© Agree that you will (“Right”), and the dealers back down. 


* Refuse ("Wrong"), and the dealers take care of Ginter, paying you the same 
amount that Ginter offered you, for your lack of interference, 


After the deal, you're paid your fee, and the quest concludes. 


WAREHOUSE OF WOE 


Location: Novigrad Docks, Portside Warehouse 
Characters: Nilfgaardian Guard, Dwarf Trader, Human Trader 
Enemies: Nekker 


On a stroll through the 
Harborside District, 
down the alley near 
the Unmarked Portside 
Warehouse (between 
the outer city wall and 
the warehouses in the 
southwest corner), 

you stumble across 

a disturbance of 

the peace. 


‘Two traders (a dwarf and a racist human) who share the same warehouse are 
accusing one another of placing a monster inside the structure. The guard asks 
if you might slay the fiend? Agree, and enter the warehouse by the adjacent 
wooden steps. 


Fortunately, the beast 
inside this warehouse 
isn'ta fiend, buta 
nekker. You find it odd 
that it appears here on 
its own. No matter, it 
must be slain forthwith 
Check the warehouse 

if you wish—there is a 
cage, with its bars sawn 
off, next to a dwart-sized bootprint. It appears the racist was correct (the dwarf 
brought in the monster) 


Outside, speak to the guard again, who pays you for your troubles. Tell him 
what you found, or cover for the nonhuman (the reward is the same) as this 
quest concludes. 
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SECONDARY QUESTS} NOVIGRAD: GILDORF AND THE BITS 


NG DECISIONS _ Unless otherwise stated, the Gildorf and The Bits quests are accessible during your exploration of Velen and Novigrad during Act |. 


OF DAIRYIAND DARKNESS 


Locations: Novigrad Merchant [St. Gregory's Bridge]; Aeramas’ 
Abandoned Manor 
| Characters: Merchant, Aeramas 
Enemies: Foglets 
| Recommended Item: 20 Crowns, The Eye of Nehaleni 


AERAMAS WAS A BIG CHEESE IN 
THESE PARTS 


‘Access the store adjacent to the Notice Board 

in Gildorf Square, and inspect the store owner's 
wares, The chap is particular keen on pushing a 
Collection of artifacts belonging to a mage called 
‘Aeramas. Recently burned at the stake, a couple of 
his treasures survived, and apparently unlock secret 
chambers beneath his razed manor house, just 
south of Oxenfurt. Purchase the following from him yyerehant 
(you'll need a total of 20 crowns): 


ITEMS: Quest Items: Lizard Figurine, Jade Figuri 


| The Jade Figurine begins Secondary Quest: The Nobleman Statuette (page 396). 


Travel to Aeramas’ Abandoned Manor, where the mysterious stench of cheese 
hangs in the air, even overpowering the smelis of a recently razed manor house. 
Climb up into the ruins and find the magic circle on the stone floor. Examine it 
with the artifacts in your possession, and a portal opens up. Step into the portal. 


TRIAL OF THE TYROMANCER: CHEESED OFF 


| OBJECTIVES: 


You're transported 
underground, to a 

vast and impressive 
tyromancer’s chamber. 
Study the rows of 
statues and giant glass 
jars, and look for the 
crumbling remains 

of a staircase on the 
opposite side of the 
foom (as shown). Head there directly (you can move left, around the perimeter if 
you wish), as the smell of cheese becomes overpowering, and can kill you if you 
Tun out of air! Climb the stairs, and enter the portal, 


Descend some similar stone steps to an underground lake with two branching 
tunnels, Swim east, and you reach a cavern with walkways above that you can't 
reach. So swim north, diving down underwater and surfacing in an adjacent 
cavern, before scrambling up onto wet ground and rocks to climb over 


This has giant natural pillars and ornate floor tiles to traverse, and a broken 
bridge leading to Aeramas’ laboratory, Rid the area of a foglet. 


Inspect the area, using your Witche if you wish, to find some of Aeramas' 
notes (which you can optionally read) and another of his figurines. in one corner 
near a burning torch is the carcass of a cow to inspect. The laboratory itself 
Contains a human corpse attached to a contraption of iron (and cheese), 


ITEMS: Quest 


Bull Figur! mas’ Notes 


Beyond the cheese collection to the northwest is an archway. Locate another 
statue on Aeramas’ desk, and use it to conjure the portal. You are transported to 
the final chamber. 


END: THE SMELL OF VICTORY 


OBJECTIVE: 


Alarge dome of 
crackling magic is 
Preventing you from 
accessing Aeramas’ 
fabled treasures, so 
investigate the alcove to 
the right of the barrier 
to find a small pyramid 
switch that reacts to 
your Igni sign. Find a 
second one on the opposite side, hidden behind an illusion (which you dispel 
using the Eye of Nehaleni. Light them both up! 


Once through, gather the treasure from the chest and the sword from the statue, 
before heading to a final archway behind the steps, activating it with the final 
figurine from the treasure chest, and transporting yourself back to the surface, 
‘where this quest concludes, 


ITEMS: Quest Item: Snake Figurine, Crowns, 


Weapon: Sword of Maribor, Weapon (Relic) 


he Emmentaler 


FENCING LESSONS 


Locations: Var Attre Residence, Tretegor Gate, Seven Cats Inn om 
Characters: Var Attre Guard Captain, Rosa var Attre, Lucas, Kobe 
Enemies: None 

Recommended Items: 50 Crowns, Axii Delusion Level 2 


A STROLL BY TRAITOR’S GATE 


OBJECTIVES: 


|| This quests accessible only after Main Quest: Broken Flowers has been completed, 
ind you have waited (or adventured) for a full day after meeting Rosa var Attre and 
reeing to return to teach her fencing. 


$e 


Stride over to the Guard 
Captain at the Var Attre 
residence, who tells you 
Miss Rosa has left 

the confines of the 
residence, and walks 
near Temple Bridge. 

She requests your 
presence there. 


OANGER ALERT 


HIDDEN MESSAGES\C OFT THE NILFGAAR AN AND 


Locations: Hierarch Square, Crippled Kate's, Gildorf Sewers 
Characters: Shady Individuals 
Enemies: None 


THE STASH AT THE ARCHWAY 


While about your business in Novigrad, be sure you head up this particular 
cobbled street, in The Bits and just northeast of the Kingfisher Inn), as you'll spot 
two shady individuals fiddling with an area of ground near the wooden deck. 
They stride off. Ignore them, but instead use your Witcher Sense on the area to 
uncover a loose brick. Sure enough, this is a drop location. Gather the note they 
left behind, 


ITEM: Quest item: Note Left by Spy (1) 


SPOILER ALERT XK 


Itis a short dash through the city to the eastern outskirts by the Pontar river and 
the Tretegor Gate (signpost), where Rosa and her Nilfgaardian bodyguard are 
waiting to greet you. Speak with her and, after dismissing her protection with a 
petulant bark, she tells you to follow her. So much for the fencing lesson. 


Follow Rosa onto the 
bridge spanning the 
river, where she orders 
you to fight her using 
real weapons, “like 

in the novels.” Begin 

to battle, but after a 
few strikes, she thinks 
better of this tomfoolery, 
and yields. She asks 
you to tun as she adjusts the corset that is pinching her. 


When you oblige, she disappears. As Rosa's diplomat father is more tiresome 
(and battie-hardened) than his daughter, you decide to find her. 


UEST CONCLUSION: THE NERVE OF NILGAARDIANS 


OBJECTIVES 


Itonly takes a moment 
using your Witcher 
Senses to find her fresh 
footprints, and follow 
them southward, down 
the road to the Seven 
Cats Inn just outside 
town. Rosa is being 
pestered by two drunk 
yokels, named Lucas 
and Kobe. You can tell the two pissants to: 


© Piss off. This starts a one-sided fight between you and both of them, and you 
should quickly cut them down. 


‘© (60 Crowns) Offer some coin for them to leave. They mutter a few more 
obscenities, and depart without incident. 


* (Axii Level 2) Tell them to apologize and leave. They duly oblige, and depart 
without incident. 


SECONDARY 
QUESTS 


Afterwards, Rosa's arrogant and poisonous verbiage continues, leaving you with 
litte doubt as to why the Nilfgaard are hated in these parts. As you part, the 
quest concludes. 


SPOILER ALERT X 


ren 
a 


THE STASH AT CRIPPLED KATE’S 


The note refers toa second drop location (at a place called Crippled Kate's) 
Which is a swift jog to the Glory Lane District, close to the docks and south of 
the canal. Head south, through the theater, crossing the narrow pedestrian canal 
bridge and down to the canal side. Find the red brick arched street, and use 
your Witcher Senses in the area to uncover another loose brick in the comer just 
before the low log fencing. 
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There are two prizes here: The loot can now be appropriated. This involves a sprint back north, into the 
posh Gildorf District of town. Head up into the main square, and find the sewer 


Grating near to the shop and Notice Board 


Descend into the Gildort 
Sewers, dropping down 
the ladder, and then 
turing northeast at 

the base of the ladder. 
Look for the blocked 
side tunnel where two 
Note Left by Spy (2) slumped bodies rest 
near to a “glittering 
chest (second picture) 
Pry this open with the key you found. Collect your ill-gotten gains as this 
quest concludes. 


ITEMS: Quest Items: Ornamer 


Chest 


END: THE LOOT IN GILDORF SEWERS 


ITEMS: Quest Item: Note Left by Spy (3), 


Crowns, Magic 


DANGER ALERT POILER AL 


Location: Hierarch Square, Crooked House 
Characters: Child 
Enemies: Bandits 


‘A weeping child may stop you in your tracks as you explore The Bits, outside the Crooked House 
(Triss’ hideout) northeast of Hierarch Square. The urchin doesn't seem to be talkative, and runs off 
Follow him, and suddenly gains his voice, yelling at a group of four bandits who ambush and attempt to 
kill you. Though the fight is one-sided, your victory should be straightforward, Afterwards, the child has 
disappeared, and the quest concludes. 


DANGER ALERT SPOILER ALERT X 


Access the store adjacent to the Notice Board in Gildorf Square, and inspect 

the store owner's wares. The chap is particular keen on pushing a collection 

} Characters: Merchant, Triss, Nobleman, Coral of artifacts belonging to a mage called Aeramas, Recently burned at the stake, 
Recommended itera: 26 Crowns im) © a couple of his treasures survived, and one of them has strange, mystical 

properties, apparently. Buy both: 


ITEM: Quest items: Lizard 


OBJECTIVE: 


The Lizard Figurine begins Secondary Quest: Of Dairy and Darkness (page 394), 
le ae ed 


| This quest should be undertaken any time before the end of Secondary Quest: Triss will either be at her hideout (the Crooked House in The Bits) or at the 

| Now or Never. Tiss Merigold is needed for this investigation, Rosemary and Thyme, depending on your questing status, Speak to her and ask 
her to take a look at the figurine. She studies it for a moment. It is an artifact 
compression of a nobleman trapped in the statue! She takes you into The Bits, 
Ask to lift the spell, and a startled nobleman appears. It transpires he was 
trapped here by Coral (a name the sorceress Lytta Neyd used). Ask about his 
entrapment, and receive a small reward before the nobleman bids you farewell 
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Locations: Caesar's House, Hierarch Square 
Characters: Caesar Bilzen, Zoltan, Triss, Nilfgaardian Soldier, ‘ae 


OOD 


DANGER ALERT 


During your surreptitious stealing of a Gwent card for Zoltan, during Secondary 
Quest: A Dangerous Game, your pilfering of Caesar Bilzen's townhouse off 
Hierarch Square nets you an interesting trinket—a strange Jade Figurine, Triss 
might know more about this. 


) 
FO QUESTING DECISIONS 
This quest should be undertaken any time before the end of Secondary Quest: 
‘Now or Never, Triss Merigold is needed for this investigation. You must have 


} completed Secondary Quest: A Dangerous Game (page 205) first. 
— —_——~ need 


ITEM: Quest Item: Jade Figurine 


Tiss will either be at her hideout (the Crooked House in The Bits) or at the 
Rosemary and Thyme, depending on your questing status. Speak to her and ask 
her to take a look at the figurine. She looks it over. tis an artifact compression 
of a soldier trapped in the statue! She takes you into The Bits. Ask to lift the spell, 
and a nauseous Nilfgaard soldier appears, babbling about a battle long ago, and 
a spell cast upon him by a sorceress named Coral (Lytta Neyd). You tell him to 
feport to the van Attres, as the quest concludes, 


A TOME ENTOMBED 


Locations: The Bits District, Gitdorf Sewers 
Characters: Professor Vairmont Jonne 
Enemies: Katakan 


A GRAVE DISCOVERY 
OBJECTIVE 


+ Nearest 


Enter the sewers (as shown) from this entrance in the central-east part of the main 
Novigrad island. Turn left at the first junction, left again, and heading down a long 
flight of stone steps. Continue through a gap in the grating as the stairs continue 
down, and in the lower junction chamber, head straight across to a brick tunnel 
that curves to the left. Once in the sub-junction chamber, turn and face the cracked 
wall to the southwest, With a conjuring of Aard, you pummel the wall to reveal an 
ld crypt entrance. That too, is walled up, so summon Aard again. 


Climb down into the large crypt, where a grave- 
robber is trying (unsuccessfully) to push the huge 
stone lid off the massive coffin in the center of this 
mausoleum. Speak to him, and he reveals himself 
to be a scholar from Oxenfurt University, Apparently, 
the sarcophagus contains a priceless elven tome 
(the Dar'Ah Manuscript) and he hopes you can help 
him find it, Agree to open the coffin. 


END: WHO DARES DISTURB MY REST? 


OBJECTIVE 


‘body clad in black fineries is revealed. It peers up, asking if itis 1358 yet. 
You explain this is a regenerating vampire, as the bloodsucker pulls its lid 
back. Jonne didn’t have the chance to check for the book, so he asks to push 
the lid open again. Agree (or don’t at the quest stalls), The second disturbance 
angers the vampire so much, it transforms into its more. “toothy” form, Slay 
this Katakan (using tactics from the Bestiary chapter) Afterwards, Jonne is stil 
unlucky in his tome search, and the quest concludes. 
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NOVIGRAD: GUSTFIELDS 


Unless otherwise stated, the Gustfield quests are accessible during your exploration of Velen and Novigrad during Act I 


SPOILER ALERT 


RNFUL OF TROUBLE 


GHOULISH GOINGS ON: 
FILTH FLAYING FOR QUICK CASH 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Stroll on into this 
hamlet dominated by 
a windmill, and locate 
‘a couple of peasants 
Standing outside one 
of the larger cottages 
along the main 
thoroughfare. Agree to 
help the two peasants 
rid the Interior of this 
building of a group of filthy foes trapped inside. 


Four disgusting ghouls are gnawing at the corpse parts inside this structure. 
Slay all four of them, and then optionally examine the disgusting flesh pile they 
feasted on. Bring this to the attention of the peasants through conversation, and 
they mention they murdered some bandits recently. Mention this attracted the 
ghouls, or don't. You receive payment either way. 


SPOILER ALERT 


Seek out a lone cottage 
amid the fields just 
west of the Dancing 
Windmill, and you'll 
come across a wailing 


AN ANGRY OLD COOT AND woman, furious that her 
hens have been taken, . 
A TWO-LEGGED WOLF one at atime, by a woll Yanna Petey 
7 that seems to walk on 
its hindlegs. Agree to find and slay this dangerous monster. 


OBJECTIVES: 


Locate the wolf prints nearby. Then travel roughly southward, toward a pond, 
and there are small footprints near to the tracks, but no sign of a struggle. Wade 
across the pond, and look for a small 

tent, with three children sitting around a campfire. You speak to their leader, and 
Chief chicken-catcher (Petey) about the tracks (which they made), and listen to 
poignant story about their predicament. 


OBJECTIVE: 


Leave the urchins and return to Yanina’s cottage, and speak to her again. 
After letting her know about the children, mention they could live with her, 
and her tone softens. She'll think about your offer. This quest concludes, 


DANGER ALERT 


Location: Beanston 
Characters: Bertram, Peasants, Little Red, Ealdorman 
Enemies: Werewolf, Bandits 


OBJECTIVE: 


Enter the village of Beanston during daylight hours 
(ideally around midday) and looking out for a cluster 
of villagers on the west side of the settlement, 
speaking in anxious whispers. Ask what troubles 
them, and then tell of a band of inhuman bandits 
that wish revenge on Bertram, one of the villagers. 
They lay on the description of the bandit's leader 
(Little Red) a bit thick, She's apparently a she-beast 
ina human husk! Bertram ratted on Little Red to 
witch hunters, a fact that seems a little strange, but agree to help anyway. 


DANGER ALE 


Location (and Map pagel: Beanston 
Characters: Gascogne, Victor 


At the end of the 
sunflower fields, on the 
road from Beanston to 
Chateau Sarasin, you 
may hear the wistful 
tones of a bard reciting 
some poetry, Meet 
Victor and Gascogne, 
two friendly fellows 
who seek inspiration 
anywhere, and summon it using vodka, Would you like to drink? To poetry? 
Gladly accept to start this quest. 


Locations: Peasant’s Cottage, Crossroads 
Characters: Peasant, Scoia'taet Commander 
Enemies: Wolves, Scoia'tael 


A PEASANT’S PLEA 


END: BLOOD OR BANDITRY 


Stay in the center of the village and meditate until dusk (around 17:00). Little Red 
and her band approach from either side of the village. She may not be the “great 
beauty” the villagers told you about, but she certainly has charisma. Enough to 
warn you not to test her. She also explains the real reason why she's come to kill 
Bertram (he's a greedy, double-crossing thief). Now you have a choice. You can: 


* Tell her “do what you gotta,” and she walks into town, slays Bertram, and 
pays you for your understanding, 


© Tell her “leave or there will be blood,” and she agrees, transforming into a 
werewolf, and pouncing on you. Combat can be tricky. Focus on the bandits 
first and avoid the she-beast by using Yrden to slow her down. Slay her and 
four bandits with her, before meeting with the village ealdorman for your 
protection reward. Afterwards, feel free to search Little Red's hairy corpse for 
her diary. 


ITEMS: 10 Crowns, Quest I ary of Little 


Late into the evening, a heady mixture of roasted apple and various alcoholic 
beverages has made you tired and inept. You decide that you've had enough, 
or call for one last round. 


You wake with Gascogne and Victor long since departed, They've taken the tent, 
the alcohol, and all your equipment! 


END: TROUBLESOME TROUBADOURS 


You don't want to rely 
purely on your fists 

for the rest of the 
adventure, go southeast 
toward Beanston, and 
took for footprints in 

the objective area using 
your Witcher Senses. 
These idiots are easy to 
track—all the way into 
Beanston, Make a left at the Notice Board, and find the fools celebrating behind 
the pub. 


These two are lovers, not fighters, so they quickly hand over all the stolen 
equipment you lost (remember to equip it alll). Afterwards, you can agree that the 
situation is resolved, or order them to strip to their knickers as punishment. You 
take the clothes (their garb can only be sold as junk—the real prize is revengel). 
Either way, the quest concludes. 


On the riverside 
pathway north of 
Crossroads, and 
Southeast of the 
eastern gate into 
Oxenfurt, lies a 
peasant’s cottage with 
@ perturbed inhabitant. 
He pleads with you 

to find his mare—a 
“woodland spook” made off with her. Agree to find the horse, and use your 


Witcher Senses on the hoofprints adjacent to the peasant. 


SECONDARY 
‘QUESTS 
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{ When speaking to the peasant, listen to the description of the mare (gray, and twice 
| as old, with legs as crooked as his dead wife's). Now you know which horse to 
|_ search for 
Track the hoofprints south and southeast, across a pond, and into a forested area 
heading eastwards and upslope slightly. Pause for a swift fight against a pack 
of seven wolves, before continuing to track the prints to a makeshift pen, and a 
group of Scoia'tael. 


NOTHING HERE FOR YOU, VATT" GHERN 


OBJECTIVES: 


Venture into the enclosure, and you're stopped by the Scoia'tael commander, 
whose imposed stature masks the terrible state he and his brethren are in 
They are gathering horses to transport their wounded, and don’t have the 
crowns to buy any. Your reaction to the elf marks you for the rest of this quest. 
You can tell the Scoia'tael: 


Location: Oraas 
Characters: Rufus, Theophile Mario Rosco, Manfred 
Enemies: None 


EXCHANGING GLANCES 


Head past the sunflowers, and to the river bank near a small fortification of 
Redanian soldiers, where you stumble upon a group of travelers. One of them 
(a gruff soldier by the name of Rufus) is speaking with a scholar Theophile and 
a merchant named Manfred. 


That one of the horses is going back to its owner: The Scoia’tae!'s tone turns 
threatening. Placate or encourage violence by: 


* (100 Crowns) Paying for the peasant's horse. You can now choose the gray 
mare, and ride it back to the peasant's cottage. 


. 


(Axii Delusion Level 2) Requesting the Scoia'tael give you the horse. Take 
only one horse; try to pick a different horse or more than one, and the elves 
tum violent. 


Or start a fight with the elves, 


© They need the horses more than the peasants. The elf agrees, there is no 
combat, but your quest fails 


if your meeting with the Scoia'tael ends violently, you have four adversaries to 
slay, and an additional four horses that become spooked. Calm them using your 
Witcher Senses, and then use Axii to calm it down, so you're able to ride the 
horse without being thrown off 


The peasant’ hose is named “Horse” whl the ther mare the Scoitael have 4 
| cotectea ae named “Wid Hose | 
A 


END: A BIT OF HORSE PLAY 


Return to the peasant’s cottage riding a horse—any horse except for Roach. 
It the horse is a gray mare, he thanks you for your diligence. If the horse is a 
Wild Horse, the peasant remarks that the beast isn't the mare he asked for, 
but he pays you your reward anyway. Either way, the quest then concludes. 


ITEM: Crowns 


Rutus Theophile Marlo Rose Mantrod 


You can: 
* Tell them your name, then leave before asking about any news. No one dies. 


* 0, ask about the goings on in these parts, and the conversation quickly 
degenerates as Rufus becomes more convinced Manfred is much more than 
‘a merchant—his knowledge of troop maneuvers for example. 


END: DEATH WAS JUST A CHANCE AWAY 


Whether you attempt to calm the situation or not, Rufus unsheathes his sword 
and claims Manfred is a spy! You can, through your conversation, stay out of the 
fight, help Rufus (and slay Manfred), or help Manfred and slay Rufus. Or just stay 
ut of it. The survivor rewards you justly, with a diagram. Otherwise, you receive 
nothing. Then the quest concludes. 


Locations: Wheat Fields, Dragonslayer’s Grotto 
Characters: Refugee, Redanian Soldier 
Enemies: Redanian Soldiers 


| Related Quests: Hearts of Stone Main Quest: Open Sesame (Part 1), 
Secondary Quest: Message from an Old Friend 
Locations: Borsodi Auction House (Oxenfurt), 
Books and Scrolls (Novigrad) 
Characters: Yaromir Ivanovitz Zaytsev, Marcus T. K. Hodgson 
Recommended Items: Up to 60 Crowns 


PREAMBLE: A SENSITIVE APPRECIATION OF 
BEAUTY AND THE ARTS 


This Quest is only accessible during Hearts of Stone Main Quest: Open Sesame. it 

| tarts during te fist part ofthis main quest, when you are meeting some of Vimme 
Vivaldi's associates before the auction starts. Consult that quest (page 204) for 

Uemin not pertinent to this quest. 


nh 


Once you're inside the 
auction house, complete 
part of the Main Quest 
(Open Sesame) objective 
“Meet Vivaldi's friends 
(3).” Walk over to 

the wall of paintings, 
Which is being admired 
by the hoity-toity art 
dealer Yaromir. He has 

a disdain in his voice, and looks down his long nose at the likes of you. Before 
chatting to him, you may want to further your art appreciation by memorizing the 
paintings on the wall 


Start your chat with Yaromir, and tell him you have “a bit" of knowledge about 
art. Yaromir takes this as an opportunity to embarrass both you and the dwarf, 
and asks you to point out which painting is by Edward van der Knoob, the master 
from Maribor. 


Indicate the portrait of the merchant, and Yaromir is taken aback, asks for a 
brief word in private, and apologises for his impertinence, He tells you a secret; 
there's a van Rogh in the forthcoming auction. Though this painter is a virtual 
unknown, the bookseller Marcus Hodgson is a fierce admirer. Buy the painting 
at auction, and you might sell it at a good profit, perchance? If you can trust that 
Hodgson, of course. This begins Secondary Quest: Avid Collector. 


After this information has been imparted, Vimme asks you what that chat was all 
about. You can; 


NOVIGRAD OR DEATH 


It seems a refugee has had the bad luck to run into a Redanian patrol on the road 
just southwest of Wheat Fields, and is pleading to let him through to Novigrad. 
Your conversation options rule the fate of the refugee and guards. You can: 


* (100 Crowns) Pay the guards off, allowing the refugee through. 
(Axi Delusion Level 2) Flummox the guards into letting the refugee pass. 


* Add a degree of menace to your request, and fight the three guards before the 
refugee is able to walk freely past. 


© Or ignore the refugee, telling him he's on his own. 


As the quest concludes, if you helped the refugee, he tells you of a hidden tomb 
below Downwarren, fair brimming with trinkles of worth. This refers to the 
Dragonslayer's Tomb. Consult this guide's Atlas to discover what treasures 

this holds. 


POILER AL 


© Tell him you were told to buy the van Rogh. This causes the dwarf to bid for the 
painting in the auction, forcing you to purchase it at a higher price if you want it. 


Tell him “nothin’ special,” and the dwart is none-the-wiser (and you can purchase 
the van Rogh for a song). 


PREAMBLE (AUCTION): 
“STARRY NIGHT OVER THE PONTAR™ 


Continue to complete 
objectives associated 
with Main Quest: Open 
Sesame, until the 
auction begins, Second 
on the auction block 
isa charming piece 

by a young Novigrad 
artist named van Rogh. 
Bidding starts at only 
20 crowns. You must either: 


© Bid on it, after not previously mentioning its value to Vivaldi, and snap up the 
piece for its starting bid of 20 crowns. A veritable bargain! 


SECONDARY 
QUESTS 
[Hos] 


‘© Bid on it, after mentioning its valve to Vivaldi, who wants it for his own, 
collection, bringing up the price you'll pay to 60 crowns. Still, a reasonable sum! 


If this painting is won, Hearts of Stone Secondary Quest: The Avid 
Collector continues. 


SELLING TO THE SON OF ROGER 


OBJECTIVE 


Marcus Thaddeus 
Kaut Hodgs 


401 


402 


With the painting now in your possession, once you're thrown out of the auction 
house, or any time you're not engaged in objectives you cannot stall, take a trip 
to Hierarch Square in Novigrad, and look for the quaint bookseller’s shop along 
the northern perimeter of the square. Enter the establishment, and engage the 
cagey bookseller, the inimitable Marcus T. K. Hodgson. After mentioning a man 
who came here years ago to keep a book for you (Secondary Quest: Message 
from an Old Friend, see page 388), tell him you're looking to sell a painting, 


Related Quests: Hearts of Stone Main Quest: Evil's Soft First Touche 
Enchanting: Quality Has its Pi ame 

Locations: Seven Cats Inn, Brunwich, Miller's Lake, Upper Milt 

Characters: Ofieri Runewright 

Recommended Items: 5,000 Crowns 


A RUNEWRIGHT UPON YOUR SHORES 
HAS LANDED 


OBJECTIVE 


|| This quest is available once you read the information posted at the Notice Board, 
located at the Seven Cats Inn just east of Oxenfurt. You can also run into the Ofleri 


| while exploring the world. 


aemnemenctinneeee a | 
During the initial stages of Main Quest: Evil's Soft First Touches, when you're reading 
the information posted to the Notice Board at the Seven Cats Inn, be sure to also read 
the note regarding the arrival of a Runewright from far-off Ofier. When you have a 
moment in your questing (ideally sooner rather than later, so you can take advantage 
of the runes you can embed into your equipment), gallop to the very northeastem 
edge of Gustfields Territory, to the easter side of Miller's Lake, and the windmill 

cf Upper Mill. Below, an Ofieri trader stands plying his trade (and offering his own 
(Quests). The Runewright sis in the nearby tent 


The Runewright seems awfully cheerful for someone who has lost al of his tools for 
crafting runes and glyphs into swords and armor. So he strikes up a deal with you. 


HANTING? QUALITY HAS ITS PRIGE 


Once you bankroll the Runewright's operation to the tune of 5,000 Crowns, he 


Related Quests: Enchanting: Start-Up Costs 

Locations: Upper Mill, Bloodrot Pit (unmarked) 
| Characters: Ofieri Runewright 

Enemies: Arachnomorphs 

Recommended Items: 25,000 Crowns 


A/CNCHANTINGSTHE*GEPPOOR'QUICK SCHEME? 


You've already forked over 5,000 crowns for the chance at even-more impressive 
abilities for your swords and armor. But the Runewright isn’t done yet; for the true 
quality runes and glyphs, he's going to need the very best forging tools, and those 
‘cost money, 10,000 Crowns (for Advanced) and 15,000 Crowns (for Master-level 

| tools); that's another 25,000 crowns of your money, in fact! Be mindful ofthis before 
| trying to finish this quest, and remember you stil have to pay for the Runes and 

| Glyphs after the Runewright is set up, too! 


Hodgson is intrigued, and loses his poker face completely when you mention the 
daubing is a van Rogh! He's temporarily short on crowns at the moment, so he 
hopes you'll take some collateral left by a Witcher named Gaetan (who you may 
have encountered during Secondary Quest: Where the Cat and Wolf Play). You're 
rewarded with the following, and the quest concludes. The Trophy is of particular 
note, adding five percent to the total of all gold you might find. 


ITEMS: Crowns (500), Conserved Shaelmaar Trophy 


POILER ALERT XX 


You can ask what his trade is exactly, tell him that you're here to recover what he 
lost, and most importantly, that you're here to help. This “help” however, is going 
to cost you. 


* (6,000 Crowns) Furnish the Runewright with the not-inconsiderable sum of 
five thousand crowns. The Runewright deems this a “start”, 


Ud 


The costs associated with bank-rolling this artisan are shockingly large, but handing 
‘over coin is the only way to further your forays into obtaining swords and armor 
imbued with Runes: i you want to know more about the bonuses associated with 
such weaponry, consult the Runewright Enchanting section in this quide’s Training 
chapter (page 50). 


INEWRIGHTC 


RUINED BANKACCOUN 


Enchantments are available for purchase as soon as you return with jade. In 
addition, Enchanting: Quality Has its Price begins. 


SPOILER ALERT SX 


begins to offer you Basic (Level 1) enchantments. However, the real quality stutf 
comes through his use of jade, a precious material he urgently requires, Agree to 
find some for him. First though, you need a pickaxe to excavate the jade from the 
earth. Exit the tent, passing the Ofieri merchant, and head to the barn attached 
to the cottage up the road. The pickaxe (which you can pick out using Witcher 


Senses) is propped against the wall In the far right corner. 


ITEM: Pickaxe 


GETTING JADED 
JECTIVE 


All three jade deposits are shown on your map, and are roughly north (and 
sometimes a little northeast) of the village of Yantra, in north-central Gustfields 
territory. Only one location (the middle one) needs to be visited. 


Past a field in the 
sloping grass and 
woods northeast of 
Yantra is a selection of 
old standing stones. 
However, the amount 
of jade you find (using 
your Witcher Senses) 
embedded in one of 
the monoliths isn't 
enough to justify the 
excavation. Move on to 
the next location. 


The deposit at the 

very northern part of 
Gustfields, along a 

path within the grassy 
woodlands, is also too 
meager to be of use to 
the Runewright. There's 
‘no need to head here, 


The jade deposit you're 
looking for 's within 
the alarmingly titled 
Bloodrot Pit, a small 
cave system between 
the two other deposits, 
and with hidden 
treasure to find as part 
of Treasure Hunt: The Drakenborg Redemption. 


Enter the cave mouth, and prepare to do battle with around six Arachnomorphs. 
When these scuttling critters have been slaughtered, head to the middle of the initial 
cavern, to the natural rock column, and search around the base of it for a skeleton 
(to ignore) and the jade deposit to excavate). You brought your pickaxe, didn’t you? 


DANGER ALERT 


| Related Quests: Hearts of Stone Main Quest: Evil's Soft First Touc! 
Hearts of Stone Treasure Hunt: From Ofier’s Distant Shores 
Locations: Garin Estate, Bowdon, Fallen Knights’ Hut, 
Fallen Knights’ Camp 
| Characters: Adeta, Kluivert, Ulrich 
| Enemies: Ghouls, Fallen Knights 


E OBJECTI 


| This Quest is accessible during Hearts of Stone Main Quest: Evil's Soft First Touches. 
This quest commences once you leave the company of Olgierd in the Garin Estate 


} (northeast Gustfields). 


a) 


Upon leaving the Garin Estate for the first time, you're verbally accosted by 
one of the cheekier members of Olgierd’s wild crew, a woman named Adela 
with a new nickname for you. She persists both with her teasing, as well as an 
interesting proposition for you: to find and slay those responsible for killing her 
mate, Kluivert, Agree to the job, leave the estate, and gallop west and a little 
north to the hamlet of Bowdon, where Kluivert was last seen. 


‘As you reach Bowdon, expect a small ghoulish welcoming committee. Kill these 
atrocities, before using your Witcher Senses to sniff out another strong odor; that 
of solutions and reagents. 


SOME ENCHANTING EVENING 


It's a quick gallop east, back to Upper Mill where the Runewright has set up 
shop around the base of the windmill, and is already spending your hard-earned 
money. He tells you he's already forged some lesser runes, Once you hand over 
the jade, he offers to show you his wares. You can: 


* (10,000 Crowns) Fund him for the advanced tools, allowing Level 2 equipment 
to be forged. 


* (15,000 Crowns) After funding him the 10,000 Crowns, you abruptly stop him 
from asking for more scavengable items, and instead can hand over another 
15,000 Crowns (yes, that's a total of 25,000!) in order for him to craft the very 
best Level 3 Master enchantments. 


* You can also purchase your own runes and glyphs, as well as diagrams 
allowing you to craft runes and glyphs yourself. 


* Feel free to get your money's worth by getting your gear enchanted by him; 
he is the only Runewright in the land, so this is the place to do it! 


© Also ask how he's liking it here in the Northern Realms. 


Once you deliver the jade, this quest concludes, 


VA 


The costs associated with bank-rolling this artisan are shockingly large, but handing 
‘over coin is the only way to further your forays into obtaining swords and armor 
imbued with Runes, If you want to know more about the bonuses associated with 
such weaponry, consult the Runewright Enchanting section in this quide's Training 
chapter (page 50). 


ENGHANTMENTS*SOGCKET TO YOU 


POILER ALERT KX 


Loc) 
@ 4 


» OBJECTIVES: 


SECONDARY 
‘QUESTS 
fs 


Follow the scent trail from the central well, roughly south a few steps to a 
dilapidated cooking hut. Examine the following inside: 


 Rusting laboratory equipment and a still for cooking fisstech, Only broken 
equipment remains. 


© Awarning letter, explaining the dangers of trading narcotics. 


* Asset of boot prints on the bed; someone escaped through a window. 


403 


404 


Pick up the trail of footprints outside the window. Follow them into the hay field 
heading in a roughly southeasterly direction. Examine the following 


* Abush with Arenaria growing, where the fleeing fellow hid. 


The trail turns to the east and northeast; hop over the broken fence, and you 
finally find the corpse of a man with a scar across his head. This must be 
Kluivert; he's been shot in the back by a bolt. 


Find evidence of the 
killer; turn and walk 
across the field with 
the hamlet of Bowdon 
in front of you, Check 
along the fence to find 
a crossbow bolt and 
footprints, Scan the 
area for footprints (of 
a man wearing armor) 
leading back to the village signpost, and inspect a mass of hoot prints. 


FELLING THE FALLEN KNIGHTS 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Set off in a roughly 
northeasterly direction 
across the grass and 
woodland, heading for 
the hill in the distance. 
You reach a small 
cottage with a group of 
hostile Fallen Knights 
ready to battle. Repel 
them as you would a 
bandit attack, before making a thorough reconnoiter of the camp. 

Enter the cottage, open the chest by the bed, and receive a number of items 
related to the Order of the Flaming Rose. One of these is a Trousers Diagram in 
need of a deciphering. Gathering the Trousers Diagram begins Hearts of Stone 
Treasure Hunt: From Ofier's Distant Shores. 


Outside is a cart with some laboratory equipment similar to the ruined still you 
found in Bowdon. Check the cart for a letter; Orders to attack Bowdon. Read this 
document from a man named Ulrich ordering the extermination of Bowdon's 
fisstech manufactory. There's a hint the fallen knights took equipment for their 
‘own narcotics lab. 


BROKEN OATHS AND WILTED ROSES 


JECTIVES 


The lab's entrance Is almost directly east of the fallen knights’ camp, across 
in the wooded foothills, Greet the two knights at the entrance, who aren't the 
friendliest of sorts. When they start counting down to attack you can: 


* Oblige, and slay both of them with reasonable ease. Pry a rusty key from one 
of the corpses so you can unlock the entrance door. 


* (Axii Delusion Level 2) Remove these dimwits from your path. 
* (1,000 Crowns) Offer a not-inconsiderable sum for access into the lab. 


Enter a small mining 
cavern, now turned 
into an impressive 
fisstech laboratory run 
by a small company 
of knights once loyal 
to the Flaming Rose 
Speak with their 
leader Ulrich, who has 
forsaken his faith after 
Radovid broke an oath and disbanded the order. You're recognized as the slayer 
of Jacques de Aldersberg, and won't be leaving this laboratory alive! 


That is, of course, until you defeat the eight knights with Ulrich. Watch for the 
crossbowman cramping your combat style. Expect heavily armored foes, some 
with shields. 


END: AN OUNCE OF PANACHE 


OBJECTIVE 


As you're unlikely to return here, ransack the place for loot, before departing 
and heading into Oxenfurt, and the Alchemy Inn. Head inside to speak with 
Adela, who was hoping for a spot of torture against those who slew her mate. 
No matter; she rewards you anyway. 


ITEM: Crowns (200) 


SECON DARYsQUESTS: NOVIGRA 


THE PRI€E OF PASSAG 


Location: Oxenfurt Port 
Characters: Redanian Soldier 
Recommended Item: 50 Crowns 


THE REDARIAN COIN CON 


Oxenfurt is now more or a less a garrison for the Redanian army—a fact that 
becomes readily apparent when you run into two guards who attempt to ask you 
for a “war tax.” Find them close to the fish merchant under the bridge, west of 
town. You can: 


* (50 Crowns) Pay the cheeky fellows, and be on your way. A few days later, you 
can find them again at Oxenfurt's south gate; they shake you down for more 
money (and afterwards, you never see them again). You can pay or refuse. 


* Refuse, which causes the guards to callin their superior to accuse you of 
being a spy. The officer threatens to send them straight to the easter front of 
battle if they continue their extortion, and you're sent on your way. 


Ifyou refused them (either time), you can find them on the outskirts of Oxenfurt, 
and angry at you for getting them into trouble. You can fistfight them, or slay 
them with a sword. Then the quest concludes. 


SPOILER ALERT 


T OF BASILISKS* e 


Characters: Redanian Soldiers, Merchant 


Enemies: Wyvern 


quest concludes. 


ROUGH» NEIGHBORHOOD 


Location: Oxenfurt Harbor 
Character: 
Enemies: Mercenaries 


Dora 


ROUGH AND TUMBLE 


This quest is accessible 
during your exploration 
of Novigrad and 

its surroundings. 
Encounter some 
ruffians belittling the 
townsfolk of Oxenfurt 
at the following two 
locations 


DANGER ALERT 


TAXMAN COMETH 


Hearts of Stone Main Quest: Dead Man’s Party; 
Hearts of Stone Main Quest: Scenes from a Marriage 
Locations: Oxenturt 
falthemor Mitty 


Character 
Recommended Items: At least 1,000 Crowns 


BE THANKFUL | DON'T TAKE IT ALL 


This quest is accessible at some point during the Hearts of Stone Main Questing 
| (could occur at any pont). You must be maneuvering through the city of Oxenfurt 
before you are accosted by the tax man. You also need to have 35,000 gold for the 


taxman to appear, 


ed 


You're stopped from going about your business by a deputy tax enumerator who 
is working for the Revenue and Customs for Occupied Temeria (Dorian branch). 
tt appears that you've gathered a great deal of coin, and Walthemor wants to 
clear up these inconsistencies in how you obtained your wealth, which may be 
undeclared income, To this end, after noting your name, Walthemor asks you 
three questions: 


QUESTION #1: RAWHIDE RUSTLING 


In brief: Have you at any time engaged in the wholesale trade of rawhide in the 
White Orchard area? 


Stroll eastwards out of Oxenfurt, and into a heated discussion on the outskirts northeast of town, A merchant 
has set up a tent, and is proudly displaying a cage with what he's telling everyone is a basilisk. Mention this 

to the troops, and the soldier who paid for the beast isn't too pleased. The beast thrashes about, breaks loose 
of its cage, and promptly starts attacking everyone nearby as the merchant escapes. Fight or flee as the 


Oxenfurt is a town 
where the Redanians 
are only just able to 
maintain order. tis rife 
with scum and villainy. 
South of the Oxenfurt 
Harbor signpost a 
woman named Dora is 
being hassled by a trio 
of unruly mercenaries. 
Step in and speak to their leader. After some banter, it transpires these thugs 
aren't the diplomatic sort, so challenge all three to a fistfight. Draw your sword, 
and Dora flees. Pummel them, and Dora can be spoken to. You can offer to escort 
her home, during which time you chat, followed by a fare-thee-well 


Come back to Oxenfurt after a few days, and (it you beat the mercenaries in a 
fistfight), you come across five thugs in a dark alley who leap out and ambush 
you! Thankfully, Dora is nearby, and wasn't lying when she said she could handle 
herself! Armed with a sword, she comes to your aid—slay the mercenaries and 
the quest concludes. 


In full Did you, while adventuring in White Orchard, locate a field of cows, 
slaughter them, acquire cow hides from the corpses {which could be sold for 
a tidy profit), before optionally meditating for more than two hours, and then 
locating more cows and repeating this bovine massacre? Such an exploitative 
ruse could have netted you a great deal of coin early on. 


QUESTION #2: NICK ONE, PEARL ONE 


In brief: Have your engaged in the acquisition of bivalves with the express 
intention of selling the pearls therein? 


In full: Did you, while traversing the streets of Novigrad, visit the shells and sea 
shells merchant in Hierarch Square, and purchase as much of the stock as you 
could? Then, did you travel to the armorer within Hierarch Square, look at his 
stock, and "dismantie” your sea shells and shells, turning them into pearls and 
black pearls, which could then be sold for a huge profit to any merchant? 


QUESTION #3: STEALING ANYTHING NOT 
BOLTED DOWN 


In brief: Have you ever unlawfully acquired another man's movable 
goods, chattels? 


‘n full: During an exploration of a location (that didn't belong to you), did you 
gather any belongings that weren't explicitly yours? 


For each question, you can answer “yes” (that you did the exploit or commit @ 
crime) or “no” (that you didn’t). This can occur whether or not you actually did 
or not. 


SECONDARY 


QUESTS 
Hos} 


405 


406 


END #1: THE TAXMAN GIVETH 


If you answered that you didn’t commit the three activities you're accused of, 
you're found to be an exceptionally upstanding citizen! To prove this, you receive 
the following diploma (and around 20 XP), before the tax man bids you farewell. 


ITEM: Taxpayer in Good Standing Diploma 


OD 


DANGER ALERT 


\Hos / 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Open Sesame 
Locations: Brunwich, Herbalist’s Hut, Deadwight Wood (Unmarked), Erde 
Characters: Otto Bamber (Herbalistl, Folkert, Judd 


GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN 


| OBJECTIVE: 


| This quest is accessible at any point during the Hearts of Stone Main Questing, 
4} though the optimal time is after you vist the village of Brunwich once Main Quest: 
| Dead Man's Party is over. In order to start it, you must acquire a message from the 


Journey to the northeastern corner of Gustfields territory, and locate the 
noticeboard just next to the signpost for Brunwich, Amid the notes is a contract 
(but not of the monster-hunting kind) regarding a missing Halfling apprentice 
named Folkert, It is written by a Halfling herbalist living southwest of this 
location, in the Herbalist’s Hut just northeast of Oxenfurt itself 


You may recognize this place as having an extra-large cellar, which is useful 

for conducting clandestine meetings during Main Quest: Open Sesame. But 
you're here about the notice; tell the Halfling this and he tells a tale of woe. After 
sending Folkert to the troublingly-named Deadwight Wood, Otto the herbalist 
hasn't heard from him for well over a week, and is understandably worried. 
Agree to find this light-haired Halfling 


WHAT'S BROUGHT YOU TO THESE PARTS, 
MASTER? LOST YOUR WAY? 


) OBJECTIVES: 


Gallop along the trails in 
a roughly northeastern 
direction, passing Est 
Taylar as you enter 

the wild northeastern 
edge of Gustfields 
territory. Pass the 
lumber mill, and stop at 
the abandoned cart on 
the edge of Deadwight 
Wood. Use your Witcher Senses and inspect the immediate area to find: 


* The cart itself, which has some blood on it. Your objective updates. 


* Just north of the cart is blood; dried for a few days. Follow the trail 
roughly northward. 


The trail continues to a signpost for the woodiand village of Erde. Perhaps 
someone has seen the Halfling? Your objective updates again. 


END #2: THE TAXMAN TAKETH AWAY 


lf you answered that you did commit at least two of the three activities you're 
accused of, the audit ends with the tax man handing you a summons, and a 
1,000 crown fine to pay. At your earliest convenience, visit the Vivaldi Bank in 
Novigrad, and pay the fine. You receive 100 XP for your troubles. if you fail to pay 
the fine, the Vivaldi Bank won't convert your currency, or offer any loans until you 
pay the fine, 


ITEM: Taxpayer Summons 


ER ALERT XX 


Though there are a 
number of other areas 
Of interest to explore 
around this strange 
village, it's advisable to 
speak to the only two 
inhabitants; a couple of 
peasants. The old gent 
(Judd) Is dozing, while 
his wife is cutting some 
meat. Speak to her; you can optionally ask about this place, and then about 
Folkert. She claims she saw him picking herbs, then claims wolves attacked him. 
You get little more information from the pair, prompting you to choose one of the 
following conclusions: 


# Toke this nice old couple at their word, and report back to Otto at the Herbalist's 
Hut, explaining that wolves took his apprentice. The sad Halfling pays you for your 
Services, and the quest concludes. However, if you don't get the whole story, you 
receive only half the experience that you'd get if you continue your investigation, 


‘Take a more thorough approach to your searching for clues within the village of 
Erde, ignoring the objective. Your quest continues: 


ADDENDUM: A LITTLE OFF THE BONE 


OBJECTIVE . 


There are a couple of 
huts with doors that 
glow red when your 
Witcher Senses are 
active, However, they 
don't yield anything 
suspicious (there's dried 
blood inside one hut, 
but it's months old). The 
hut behind the old folks 
is locked too, and there's no way inside. Of more interest is an odd, sour smell 
lingering in the air, heading southeast out of the village, close to the wooden 
steps where the villagers are. Follow this smell to a stack of crates behind the 
villagers’ hut. This pile of debris smelis like rotting meat. 


A quick battering with Aard removes the debris, revealing a trapdoor and ladder 
down into a hidden cellar below the villagers’ hut. There's a lot of blood trailing 
along the tunnel to the wooden door, along with the continuation of the scent 
trail. Open the door to reveal a revolting chamber of horrors: carcasses and open 
Cells, and a severe lack of cleanliness, Least pleasant of all are the remains of a 
light-haired Halfling, ripped open, gutted, and drained. 


| OBJECTIVES: 


‘Armed with new evidence of the peasants’ atrocities, return to speak to the two 
of them. Though they admit to being cannibals in a roundabout way, they insist 

they scavenge the bodies, including Folkers, and they weren't lying about him 

being Killed by wolves. Choose an appropriate punishment. You can: 


'® Insist they take a vow never to eat human flesh again, and let them live. 


© Tell them death is what they deserve, and make quick work of their despicable 
forms. Slay them both, optionally rummaging in Judd’s pockets for a rusty key 
that opens their hut. Head inside for some random items to loot. 


YsQUESTS: 


otherwise stated, the Ard Skellig que 


ABANDON 


Location: 
Characters: 
Enemies: Leshen 


bandoned Sawmill 
jone 


| OBJECTIVE 


The large forested area 
of eastern Ard Skellig 
is an ideal place for 
lumber harvesting, 

but the sawmill in 
these woodlands lies 
abandoned and unused. 
Enter the vicinity of the 
‘sawmill to begin this 
quest, which involves 
searching the area. Use your Witcher Senses to accomplish the following 
(reading each note as you find it, so you're fully prepared for what is to come): 


© Stone hut to the southwest: Use Aard to break down the door, and open the 
crate inside to gather a letter from a druid to read. 


+ Main logger's house to the north: Enter the large building and discover the 
‘sawmill owner's notes on the floor, and read them. 


Small storage shed to the northeast: Enter the building adjacent to the 
logger's house, and open the crate to find and read the lumberjack’s letter to 
his wife 


‘Sawmill Owner's Note: 


‘* An outside bam, with some human bones scattered on the ground—all that's 
left of the lumberjacks. 


Whether you turn the village of Erde into a ghost hamlet or not, your final task 
is to return to the Herbalist's Hut and explain the fate that befell Folkert. You can 
choose to reveal that Folkert was killed by the cannibals, or remain vague about 
the cause of his death (which has consequences if you let the cannibals live). 
Either way you receive the following reward as the quest concludes: 


ITEM: 200 Crowns 


If you return to the village at least 24 hours after reporting to the herbalist, you 
can witness one of three different conclusions, depending on your choices: 


= Ifyou killed the peasants, their bodies are being devoured by necrophages— 
poetic justice. 


* Ifyou let them live, but told the herbalist that they are cannibals, you witness 
their comeuppance. The herbalist wasn't joking about avenging Folkert, 


‘* Ifyou let them live and didn’t tell the herbalist that they are cannibals, you 
find the distressed husband inside, crying over his wife's body. He blames 
you for her death due to malnutrition. 


SKELLIGE: ARD SKELLIG 


ible during your exploration of Skellige in Act | 


ED SAWMILL 


LURKING IN THE WOODS: LESHEN 


Watch out! As soon as the human bones are inspected, the final part of this 
quest occurs! 


END: A MURDER OF CROWS 


| OBJECTIVE 


It becomes frighteningly obvious why this sawmill was abandoned when the 
giant, bony figure of a leshen appears in a put of black smoke. Defeat this 
fearsome entity, and the crows it summons to peck and tear at you. Consult the 
Bestiary for combat advice. The quest concludes once the leshen is defeated, 


407 


408 


DANGER ALERT 


Location: Rannvaig 
Characters: Peasant 
Enemies: Bandits 


NO SOLICITORS 


OBJECTIVE 


‘As you approach the cottage on the southeast 
outskirts of Rannvaig, something is clearly wrong. 
Three bandits are attempting to force their way into 
the residence, and they can't be reasoned with. They 
can, however, be cut down where they stand like 
the currs they are, The quest begins, and you should 
simply knock on the door of the structure. 


DANGER ALERT 


Locations: Palisade, Troubadour’s Cave 
Characters: The Troubadour 
Enemies: Water Hag, Drowners 


LOOKING FOR LOVE IN ALL THE 
WRONG PLACES 


In southeast Ard Skellig 
journey eastwards from 
the Palisade, following 
the woodland path 
before breaking off 

to the northeast and 
finding a secondary 
path leading to the cave 
entrance pictured. Enter 
the cave, where you'll 
hear the plaintive cries of a troubadour. He begs you not to wake his sleeping 
“beloved”. He seems agitated, And possibly simple. 


DANGER ALERT 


Locations: Kaer Nyssen, Grymmdjarr Monument 
| characters: Petter 
| Enemies: Wolves, Harpies 

Recommended Item: Celandine (Ingredient) 


ah 


MAKE PETTER FEEL BETTER 


The peasant within explains these were Madman Lugos’ men. Even though he 
isn't worried about his own safety (his lad has already been dispatched to Kaer 
Trolde and reinforcements are on the way), he hopes you'll be alright when 
Lugos finds out who slew his bandits, How quaint. The quest then concludes. 


SPOILER ALERT 


| OBJECTIVES 


END: A SWEETHEART! FRESH AND SCRUMPTIOUS! 


Tread deeper into the 
cave tunnel, under 
there's water under 
foot. At the end of 

this cave, something 
saggy and grotesque 
awakens. It seems the 
troubadour's object 

of affection is a water 
hag. Perhaps it's her 
Personality? No, she wants to kill you. Slay this foul monster, and collect the 
ingredients she carries as the quest concludes. The bard disappears. 


SPOILER ALERT 


While trekking across the heath and rushing streams up the mountain to the 
‘southwest of Kaer Nyssen, be on the lookout for a group of large standing stones, 
with a central monolith (a rudimentary statue) lit by flame at its zenith. This is the 
Grymmdjarr Monument, and is sacred—at least to the moaning fisherman who 
sits at its base. Speak to Petter, whose leg was broken after he fell trying to light 
the statue. Ask more about the statue if you wish, before agreeing to find the 
herb celandine, which can aid in dulling the pain (but not the whining). 


Run north down the hillside, crossing a rushing stream (and watching for 
wolves and harpies) before slowing down to methodically check the plant life 
at the threshold of the forest. Look for the small yellow bushy flowered plant 
(Celandine) and harvest one or more of them, Then return to Petter, and listen to 
more of his lamenting as the quest concludes. 


texexe3 


DANGER ALERT 


DILER ALERT 


CALE OF THE WILD* 


OBJECTIVE: 


DANGER ALERT 


| Locations: Ancient Crypt, Rogne 
Characters: Yorg, Yorg’s Sister 
Enemies: None 


DIRTY LIES FROM A LITTLE SISTER 


DANGER ALERT 


Locations: Kaer Trolde Harbor, Crossroads, Miners’ Camp, Thi 
Camp and Obelisk, Fyresdal, Thieves’ Camp and The Otd For 
Whale Graveyard) 

Characters: Olaf 
| Enemies: Renegades 


ASSAULT AT THE OBELISK 


‘Amongst the notices 
on the board at Kaer 
Trolde Harbor on Ard 
Skellig, is one that 
reads “Contract; Stolen 
Sword." A missive from 
the lead guard Olaf 
regarding the pilfering 
of a sword named 
“*kuliu” from the Kaer 
Trolde armory. The suspect was seen leaving to the south, which is where you 
should travel. 


CRIMEAND, PUNISHMENT 


It you set out travelling 
east from Arinbjom, 

on the western side of 
Ard Skelig, beware of 
your surroundings. 

The sounds of the forest 
to your right (south) 
indicate a pack of wolves 
are in these parts. But 
there is something else, 
these are five white wolves. Along with a powerful, sinewy lycanthrope leader— 
a fearsome werewolf! Stand and fight, or flee. 


SPOILER ALERT 


UY 


‘Along the treacherous northern shore of the main isle of Ard Skellige, east of the 
Ancient Crypt and north of the settlement of Rogne, a lone prisoner is chained 
to the rocks. Slay the harpies around him. Yorg tells you he was framed for the 
murder of Gretter. You can leave him be if you don’t believe his story, or set him 
free. Leave him, and Yorg dies at a harpy's talon, failing this quest. 


When you're next in 
Rogne (the village 
almost directly south of 
the rocky promontory 
Yorg was chained to), 
eavesdrop on some 
villagers at a camp 

fire discussing the 
banishment of Yorg. His 
sister tries to defend 
her brother, then dashes off in a tizzy. Follow her and speak to her. She tells you 
her uncle Gretter “did things to her", and that she told Yorg that, which prompted 
the killing. Only Gretter didn’t really, she lied about the abuse as her uncle was 
simply rotund and stank. End the quest by letting the sister know you freed her 
brother, or that she learned her lesson about lying 


POILER ALERT 


‘Assuming you aren't foolish enough to trek off the paths, take the path roughly 
southward out of Kaer Trolde, down to the Crossroads (signpost), then east 
‘around the northern shore of the lake towards the Miners’ Camp (signpost), While 
on the north side of the lake (as shown), you should stop and physically look for 
the obelisk perched on a cliff towards the northeast. 


SECONDARY 
‘QUESTS 


You may wish to 
approach the hillside tent 
camp containing four 
renegade thieves from 
the south, heading north, 
to more easily spot the 
foes settling in under the 
lifside obelisk. They 
aren't friendly, so bring 
cold steel and strike 
down all four of them. Now search the corpses of each of them. While their camp 
holds litte of value, one of the thieves holds a journal with a clue to read. 


ITEM: Quest item: Thief’s Journal (1) 


409 


THE CALL OF KULIU 


{ OBJECTIVES: : Be opjectiv 


Check your Inventory 
‘menu and read the 
journal you found. 
You're fortunate that the 
thief listed a possible 
location where buyers 
of the sword may be 
gathering—an old 
fortress near Fyresdal. 
Prepare for a bit of a 
trek (or boating expedition) to the southern coast of the island. From the town 
of Fyresdal, run up the path of deforested trees, and up towards the wooden 
fortification nestled below the snowy cliffs. 


| OBJECTIVES 


It's a long trek, either by boat around the coast to 
the Whale Graveyard, or over Arg Skellig to the druid 
encampment of Gedyneith, and then a northeast bolt 
down a slippery gravel path towards the ocean. Four 
swarthy renegades are waiting. As before, all must 
be put to your blade. Afterwards, the fabled sword 
ccan be found along with a journal, on the corpse of 
the thief leader. Head back to Kaer Trolde, find Olat_ lar 
n the bridge, and present him with the sword for a 

small reward, as the quest concludes 


Enter the fortification 
via the only entrance, 
and fight the renegades. 
The now-familiar 
pattern of looting a 
Journal note from one of 
the slain thieves is your 
next plan. Check your 
Inventory menu, and 
careful reading reveals 
another meeting. This one at the even more remote Whale Cemetery on the 
northeast coast of Ard Skellig. 


ITEMS: Quest item: Crowns 


ITEM: Quest Item: Thief’s Journat (2) 


POD DANGER ALERT POILER ALERT 


th FARTING TROLLS’ 


Location: Flatulent Trolls’ Cave 
Characters: Dodger, Jessie, Joe 
Enemies: Rock Trolls 


| OBJECTIVE: 


Take a moment from your pathway travels along the rugged southwest coast of Arg Skellig, and investigate 
this granite-hewn cave entrance amid the tundra. It is between Wild Shore (to the northwest) and Holmstein's 
Port (to the south), 


Step inside, and carefully walk into the tunnel of this cave. Stay at range as you view the tunnel widen into a 
large cavern. Three dangerous rock trolls are talking to each other, with the most disagreeable bowels you've 
heard. When they spot you, expect combat. Stay them or flee to end this quest. 


DANGER ALERT POILER ALERT 


FINDERS KEEPERS 


BJECTIVES: 


Locations: Giants’ Toes, Svorlag 
Characters: Shopkeeper 
Enemies: Dagr, Pirates 


410 


DIPPING YOUR TOES 


While exploring the northeastern coastline of Ard 
Skellig, be on the look-out for the rock formation 
known colloquially as Toes of the Giants. Explore the 
fugged coast and prepare for a modicum of combat 
thanks to roving bands of dagr. Slay around five on 
the beach, near a small campsite and two row boats. 


Now look north, and swim across to the largest “toe” 
of the island cluster. There's a small shipwreck, 

and a band of four pirates skulking about the area, 
attempting to gather the ship's loot. 


Once they are defeated, the quest starts. Inspect the half-buried crate (it glows Speak to the fellow here, letting him know about the shipwreck, He reckons, 
fed if you use your Witcher Sense). It was hacked apart with an axe, and contains __it's the Hemdall's Wrath, which set out for the Continent a month back, and 
a solid sword you must take. Now inspect a second crate close by—this one has hopes you might happen across a sword among the wreckage. It's ornate, and 
the emblem of Clan Brokvar on its lid. belonged to the captain. This matches the blade you found in the first crate, 
Hand it over for the reward, as the quest concludes. 
ITEM: Common Item: Sot 


| OBJECTIVE 


Plot a course to the small isle of Spikeroog; it lies to the northwest of Arg Skellig. 
Sail to the village of Svoriag, and find the shopkeeper on the harbor, adjacent to 
the Notice Board. 


(exes DANGER ALERT 


Locations: Hemdalt’s Finger, Ursten (Velen), Widow's Grotto 
Characters: Viki, child 
Enemies: Warrior 


NIDYDYCH INEI GAEL! 


F OBJECTIVES: 


IRWIF INDOD 0 IFI, CHIAST! 


| OBJECTIVES 
ee Journey back to the 
Continent, locate Ursten 
(northwest of the 
Border Post), and head 
There's a tiny istand there. Along the main 
due east of Redgill (on road, near one of the 
the eastem side of Ard cottages, is a soldier 
‘Skeltig), known locally clad in a foreign uniform 
‘as Hemdall's Finger. you're unfamiliar with 
Climb ashore to uncover He asks whether you've 
the wreckage of a boat, seen a woman and a “plaetyn” who have escaped punishment. Answer how 
and a corpse with its you wish, then head to the objective area towards the mouth of the Pontar river, 
legs crushed, under Climb down to the shoreline 
the large oak tree. Use 
your Witcher Senses to study the crest on the section of boat—it is of unknown 
origin, The journal lying near the victim (once you read it) makes mention of a 
delivery to Ursten (back on the Continent), a woman named Viki with a phrase to 
tell her, and treasure aboard the vessel 


Close to the objective area are the ruins of the second vessel. Close by are 
footprints from a mother and child—use your Witcher Senses to spot them. 
Follow them up the steep river bank, across to a small wooden watchtower, 
Where a woman shouts something in a foreign tongue and flees from you, 
Chase her down to the river, to a moored boat close to a cave entrance; 
Back at the water's edge, look for the top of a mast poking out the water. the aptly-named Widow's Grotto. 

Dive down and inspect the underwater wreck. There's another unknown crest 
‘on the hull, and the chest itself, It contains a letter and the captain's log. Read 
the log and there's mention of a second vessel, which was bound for Ursten in 
northern Velen, Refuse to let the woman fall into the hands of the soldier, defeat the soldier 
and receive a small gift of a medallion from the woman (which you can take 


ITEMS: Quest Items: Letter Seated with impermeable Wax, Captain's Log or give back). 


* Tell them it isn't your business and walk away. 


‘As you enter the cave, so does the foreign soldier, who tells you he’s bringing the 
child back and killing the “woman criminal,” You can: 


Either way, the quest concludes. 


4n 
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Locations: Holmstein’s Port, Kaer Muire, Arinbjorn, Eldberg Lighthouse, 

Thieves’ Camp and Obelisk a 
Characters: Holger Blackhand, Mathios 
Enemies: Pirates 


ASSAULT AT ANOTHER OBELISK 
| OBJECTIVES: 


‘Along with the other 
notices on the board 
just outside Kaer Muire 
fortress on Ard Skellig, 
{sone that reads 
Contract: Stolen Horn.” 
Aletter from the leader 
of this settlement, 
Holger Blackhand. It is 
egarding the looting 

of alhorn by some shamed warriors. f found, the hom should be retumed to 
Blackhand's steward, Mathios. It seems the horn has been smuggled onto 
the Eldberg peninsula, north of the port of Arinbjorn, and south of the Eldberg 
Lighthouse. Sail or trek there, to the western side of Ard Skellig, at your 
earliest opportunity 


Journey along the treacherous bridges linking the three islands, and search for a 
group of pirates on the middle land mass. 


DANGER ALERT 


exer} 


Locations: Miners’ Camp, Bridge to Kaer Trolde 
Characters: Yanne, Blacksmith 
Enemies: Cyclops, Nekkers 


| OBJECTIVES 


White journeying south 
from the Miners’ Camp, 
Just over the crest of 
the hill near a large oak 
tree, you may stumble 
upon the remains of 2 
‘merchant's caravan. A 
cart strewn to the side 
‘with tremendous force, 
‘and both horse and 
human seemingly whalloped to death. Beware of a nearby cyclops responsible 
for this attack—it heads to your location and must be defeated! Look in the 
Bestiary for takedown tactics. Afterward, the quest begins. 


Close to the single cart wheel are fresh footprints. Follow this tral of prints and 
fresh blood in a roughly southeasterly direction into the undergrowth. You should 
discover a pack of five nekkers feasting on the remains of a woman. Rid the 
Corpse of its attendees, and search the body for a letter. I is written to Yanne, 
who you presume is the brother of the deceased 


ITEM: Quest Item: Letter to Yanne 


SPOILER ALE 


“s A HALLOWED HORN. 


Carefully view a single 
tent ciose to the rocky 
shores where the 

horn may lie (second 
picture). Expect seven 
more foes at this tent, 
close to a jutting rock 
obelisk. Tackle each of 
them, and then search 
the corpses. Two hold a 
journal detailing the guilt and disgrace he felt at stealing the heirloom. The horn 
isin the chest by the tent. 


ITEMS: Quest Items; Journat of a Thie! 


Journal of a Thief, Part 


| OBJECTIVE 


Trek back to Kaer Muire, and visit Mathios who 
waits close to the building directly above the Notice 
Board. You mention you've retrieved the horn, and 
he's less than happy at you slaying the men who 
took it. Oh well. The quest naw concludes with a 
modest reward. 


ITEM: Crowns 


Mathios 


POILER ALERT 


| OBJECTIVE 


Yanne resides just 
across the bridge inside 
the Kaer Trolde fortress 
Embark on a journey 
northwest, eventually 
Crossing the expansive 
Kaer Troide stone 
bridge, and turning 
immediately right to 
Visit the smithy. 


You're looking for Yanne, who is usually dozing in the small weapons tent. Tell 
him you've found a letter from his mother, on the corpse of his sister, He's 
understandably upset, but rewards you: 


For your diligence if you tell him the truth, with crowns. 


* With anger (and refuses to ever provide services to you) if you try to spare his 
feelings, and you don't receive the crowns. 


The quest then concludes. 


ITEM: Crowns 


Location: Fayrlund 
Characters: Harald, Sven, Hilde - 
Enemies: Warrior Endriaga, Wolves, White Wolves, Wyvern, Leshen 


| OBJECTIVES: 


On your hikes across 
Ard Skellig, stop at the 
woodland village of 
Farylund (close to the 
middle of the istand), 
and listen to a group 
of villagers muttering 
close to an irrigation 
stream. They speak 
about one of their 
‘own, killed by the woodland spirit. Head to the edge of the woods to view the 
twisted remains of a villager, strangled, split and tom, and wrapped tight in vines. 
The crowd Is divided into two camps; those that believe the death was due to 
ignoring *the old ways” (lead by Harald), while others believe this is a monster 
that requires eradication (lead by Sven) 


After a less than friendly welcome, mention your services are for hire. You may 
ask about the woodland spirit, the others it has killed, and why the spirit may be 
out for revenge. This starts a war of words between Harald and Sven. Tell them 
enough, and that you'll make up your mind after you discover what's responsible 
for the deaths, Head west, into the woods, 


Move to the first objective area, dealing with a possible warrior endriaga 
incursion, Then stoop and use your Witcher Senses: 


* Pick up a trail of 
Jarge footprints. 


* A dead dog shows 
thin and deep cuts, 
fot unlike a razor. 


Follow the tral, 
Watching for four more 
endriaga, moving past a 
possible wolf attack as 
you reach the second objective area 


* Inspect a tangle of 
tree roots that have 
skewered a villager 
into an upright 
stone. This has 
smashed the victim's 
bones which takes 
immense strength, 


Follow the tracks ina 
more southwesterly 
direction, into an area of standing stones and marsh waters. Expect frightened 
deer to scarper at your arrival 


The beast sharpened its claws (or marked territory) on three of the large 
standing stones. Engage a couple of white wolves in combat here. You know 
what made these marks now—an ancient male leshen. 


IN THE GE HEART, OF- THE WOO DS 


THE SACRED AND THE | PROFANE — 


| OBJECTIVE 


Retum to Fayrlund. You have a choice in who you inform first. 


Harald is at the edge 
of the village, having 
buried the brambled 
man. He speaks of 
history, and when you 
tell him of ridding the 
area of the leshen, he 
argues that this entity 
is what made them 
warriors in the first 
place. He also has another way; a method to appease the woodland spirit. You 
must roam the woods with knife and spear, fighting on even terms to prove valor. 
You should go to the Covenant Stone within the woods, and submit to this trial by 
burning a sacrifice of wolves’ hearts, You can: 


‘© Agree to try it Harald’s way (you can always change your mind). 
Disagree, and vow to simply slay the leshen. 
© Think things over (and get Sven's side of the story). 


OBJECTIVE: 


Sven is near the village 
merchant, usually 
flirting with Hilde (a 
villager). He speaks 
about the beast’s 
appetite for Killing, You 
can agree (or disagree) 
that this is just an 
“ordinary monster, 
before telling Sven the 
leshen has marked one of the villagers and that as long as the Individual lives 
here, the leshen cannot be completely Killed. 


g a) 
While the villagers won't believe this story from you, if you find the marked $y 
villager (Sven reckons it is Harald), Sven will convince everyone to banish them, 83 
You can: B 


© Find the marked person, continuing Sven's plan 


‘© Or leave the village, and begin the ritual Harald told you about. 


‘At this point, you must side with Harald or Sven, and the quest concludes ditferently 
depending on who you work with, Both sets of objectives are still accessible, until 
\ you either complete the ritual (Harald), or finish destroying totems and attack the, 


[esten set Seen (Sven) 
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FOR HISTORY AND HARALD: HARVESTING His hubris shrivels away, and he agrees to the banishment you recommended. 


However, if you told Sven that they need to get rid of the marked person, and he 
HEARTS FROM THE WOODS doesn't know it's Hide, she is taken away and killed You are now free to destroy the 


leshen's three totems (see below). 


OBJECTIVES: 
OBJECTIVES 


Go into the woods, 
taking a circular rout 
across the higher 
ground to the south, 
and winding around to 
a cliff ledge overlooking 
the forests. Beware of 
wolves attacking as you 
reach the altar, which is 
just to the left of the oak 
tree. Once they are defeated, and five hearts are collected, the ritual can begin. When the third totem is burning, locate the objective area, and use your Witcher 
Senses—the echoes of the angered leshen can be “seen” as gray circular 
pulses. Approach them and the leshen duly appears. 


Enter the woods again, and search for the three small objective areas. Beware 
of wolves; they are a constant nuisance during your search and destruction. 
When you reach a totem (a collection of animal bones and skulls fashioned into 
a fetish), utilize your Igni Sign and burn each into cinders, The leshen has sensed 
you and sends tree roots to stab and wound, and more wolves to waylay you. 
Keep moving and dismantling totem as you go. 


The hearts are lit using Igni. A watching raven inspects the offering, You look 
‘up to see dozens of the birds perched on the oak tree. They start to squark and 
circle the tree in a spiral to the sky, The woodland spirit is appeased, For now, 


LESHEN YOUR CHANCES OF SURVIVAL? 


ITEM: Quest item: Wolf Heart (5) 
Should this ancient spirit be causing you more than a little trouble, consult the 


Bestiary forthe finest methods in leshen chopping. 
HARALD’S WAY: APPEASING A LEGENDARY LESHEN 


| OBJECTIVES 


) OBJECTIVE 


Out of the forest a 
giant, skull-faced spirit 
summons its flock of 
ravens, three ravenous 
wolves, and attacks 
with tree roots and 

a variety of slashing 
from its mighty claws, 
Use trees for cover 

as you defeat this 
hardy opponent. 


Return to Fayrlund. 
Meet Harald at the tree 
catved totem in the 
middle of the village 
He tells you he saw 
smoke rise and crows 
dance in the sky. You 
an tell Harald that the 
leshen will return and 
the killing will continue; 
that this is only a temporary solution. Harald is angered, You've not been pald to 
lecture him, Then Sven arrives, having Killed all the other elders responsible for 
Keeping this ritual alive. He's ready to slay Harald next. You can: 


ITEMS: Ingredients: Ancient Leshen Muta 
Quest Item: Leshen Trophy 


© Tell Sven you can’t let him kill Harald. You must then fight Sven and his 

HC i SVEN’S WAY: USURPER 
You can stay out of Sven's business, and let him murder Harald. 
Either way, the quest concludes. | OBJECTIVE 


ITEMS: Crowns and Clan Hindar Sword 


Return to Fayrlund. Meet Sven at the tree carved totem in the middle of the 


STEPPING FORWARD WITH SVEN: village, where he has murdered Harald and the elders. Not to worry, your 
SNUFFING OUT THE WOODLAND SPIRIT agreement still stands and your coin is awarded. Other villagers are shocked at 
peak ae the bloodshed. 


| OBJECTIVES: You can 


© Tell Sven you can't let this murder slide, and that everyone saw it happen. You 
must thenleave them, and stay out of his business. 


* You can stay out of Sven's business. 


Choose Sven's way, 

and begin a meticulous Either way, the quest concludes. 
search of marked 

correct about Harald, 

In fact, itis the 


washerwoman Hilde, 
You'll usually find her 
near the irrigation stream 
to the north ofthe village, 
that bears the leshen’s mark, Retum to Sven, who's making unsubstantiated claims 
‘about the village elders mating with beasts. He's taken aback when you reveal the 
marked villager is Hilde 


SPOILER ALERT 


NEVER TRUST, CH ILDREN (II y 


ALIKELY LAD 


Location: Sund 

/) 
B OBJECTIVE: FR characters: Boy 
Enemies: Bandits 


the wooded pathway 


heading from Sund 
to Arinbjorn, you may This quest is not related to the one of the same name occurring in Novigrad, 
—— —_—~—-— — - a 


As you venture along | 


come across a forlorn 
fad, standing in the road. Speak with him, and he explains his father had been mauled by a bear, and points 
to the side of the pathway before scarpering. 


Ignore the kid. He's simply a diversion so you'll trek into the thickets and be set upon by three bandits. Of course, 
they weren't banking on being skewered by a swordsman such as yourself. Slay them all and the quest completes. 


DANGER ALERT 


THE NITHING 


Location: Rannvaig 
Characters: Lothar, Jonna the Herbalist 


NITHING TO SEE HERE 


Jonna the Herbalist 


Step into the objective area around town, and begin to quiz the peasants about 
Check the Notice Board —_the shawl. One of the women recognizes it as belonging to the herbalist Jonna, 


alittle way from the Locate her close to her small dwelling, and speak to this jealous woman about 
beach in Rannvaig, and lifting the curse. She tells you how to lift the curse, though Lotar might not 
tackle the following be happy. 


request—marked 


‘Nithing." Itseemsa END: SOWING HIS SEED WITH THE 
local man named Lothar +HERBALIST HUSSY 

is having trouble with a 

cruel and treacherous 
curse. Locate the abode 
of the blighted Lothar, and find him tending to his garden. Ask about the curse, 
and he explains a horse's head on a pole has appeared, with the named of his 
first-born Tjalve carved on it. Now his son has a fever. It seems Lothar has been more than economical with his lovemaking, and Jonna 
wants him back in her arms, He doesn't want this though, as it will shame his 
wife and family. 


OBJECTIVE 


z, 
a 

oe 
eo2 
ge? 


Move to the nithing 
itself, a slightly 
unpleasant mass of 
skull and wood bearing 
Tjalve's name. But 
there are footprints 
leading away from the 
totem. These are tracks 


You can coax him into one of the following, when Lothar wishes death upon Jonna: 


* Say “can't do that”, and he reluctantly heads to Jonna, to save his son and 
take responsibilities for his actions. The quest concludes. 


* Say “so be it”, and help Lothar, despite the newly gathered information. 

You need to reverse the nithing’s curse. Head to it and inspect it and inscribe 
to follow (using your a new target on the shaft. Now return to Lothar for your reward. Afterward, 
Witcher Senses) through when you return to Rannvaig, your inscription has resulted in the death of 
the undergrowth to a dead tree where a woman's shawl was dropped. It has a Joanna (though you aren't suspected). You've lost a prime source for rare 
distinctive pattern and smell. Pick up the odor, and follow it back into Rannvaig herbs and recipes. 


After either decision is made, the quest concludes. If you reverse the curse on 
Janna, Lothar awards you with crowns. 
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OOD 


DANGER ALERT 


Locations: Crossroads, Wraith’s Crypt 
Characters: Skellige Women 
Enemies: Wraiths, Nightwraith- 


TOMB RAIDER 
E OBJECTIVES 


Take a right tum down a dirt path just north of the Crossroads signpost on the on the 
Central western coastal path of the main isle, southeast of Kaer Trolde Harbor. The 


{rail leads to an ominous crypt entrance, and two Skellige women who tell you they're 


Collecting nails cut from corpses to build cursed longships with. They're also hoping 
you'l id the nearby crypt of any ghosts to increase their haul 


DANGER ALERT 


(exexe3 


{ ! PRACTICUMsINSADVANCED ALCHEMY 


Locations: Gedyneith, Morskogen Forest, Succubus’ Cave, Distillery, 
Blandare age 

Characters: Quarreling Druid, Gremist, Druid Tracker, Ramund, 
Succubus, Fritjof 

Enemies: Ghouls, Cyclops, Foglets 


| This quest is available when you visit the dru’s sacred oak in the ceremonial heath 
| of Gedyneith, in eastern Ard Skellg, It can also be started by asking alchemists 

} throughout the lands (including Velen and Novigrad) for a master alchemist once you 
have this option. 


Travel down to the cave by the pond, at the foot of the heather slopes, and listen 
to a conversation between two druids. Approach the less senior of the two and 
ask about Gremist. 


Apparently he isan exceptional alchemist, but 

as stubborn as an ass. He has many formulae 

in his head, but will not share them. Move on to 
Gremist himself, who isn't the friendliest of sorts. 
‘Ask him to teach you alchemy. The answer is 
emphatically negative. Ask how he can be convinced 
(or that you'll be a good student). He softens a 

itt, He is preparing a tricky ritual, and requires 
assistance—three favors before he'll accept you as 
‘an apprentice: 


* Bring him a pimpernel from the Morskogen Forest. 
© Obtain and return with a bottle of spirit from the old distillery on Hail Hill. 
* Finally, convince Fritio (who lives near Btandare) to help Gremist perform the rie. 


Agree to these demands, and don’t forget to ask for further information on each 
favor before you depart 


! Be : ACEIDISTURBED 


SPOILER ALERT 


Enter the large entrance crypt, where you're able to blow out (and re-ignite) the 
candles atop the many coffins. Head into the tunnel to the northeast, down the 
steps, and slay a single wraith at the alcove corner. Then venture deeper into the 
lower chamber. Two more wraiths must be snuffed out in this alcove tomb. 


Then it's a wander 
down a tunnel to the 
north, to the lowest 
tomb sanctum, 

Two wraiths and a 
nightwraith are lurking 
lurking in the lowest 
level of this crypt. Kill 
the nightwraith, and 
all other wraiths are 
banished, Once you are victorious, retrace your steps back to the surface, and 
explain that the tombs have been cleansed, Well done, Witcher. A sacrifice to 
Freya will be made in your name, 


The three favors can be attempted in any order (though the quickest route is to 
| complete the Blandare favor frst, then the forest, and then the distillery), All thro 
favors take place on Ard Skellig, between the center of the island (Blandare) and the 
j southeast (the distillery) | 
- nl) 


FIRST FAVOR: THE HARLOT’S PIMPERNEL 


> OBLECTIVES: 


U A SECOND FAVOR 


This favor should be completed second, if you're concerned about an optimal route 
—eretaraaaad between each favor, 


Ride south until the calm forests become more windswept, and the pine trees a 
little more ragged. In the large Morskogen valley (where the magical cataclysm 
took place), attack any white wolves you wish, then gallop to the objective area 
where pimpemel is said to grow, and inspect the bush the ingredient grows on, 
it seems it was picked recently 


Someone else is in the undergrowth—a druid also sent here by Gremist. In 
fact, a multitude of apprentices have attempted to find this flower, but all have 
returned unsuccessfully, and unwilling to explain what they found, Recently, 
one druid failed to return at all. You agree to search the vicinity with this druid 
tracker. Use your Witcher Senses: 


© You uncover some hoof marks in the undergrowth. Head southeast. 


* The marks become a trail leading up-slope, to the south. They are bipedal, 
80 not from a horse. 


A number of footprints (some fresh, others faded); they all lead up the slope 
roughly southeast. Follow them. 


There is sound of 
torture ahead. No 
wait, it's the sounds 
of tickling. A young 
druid named Ramund 
is giggling with 

a succubus (now 

you know why the 
apprentices were 


Succubus 


reluctant to explain what they experienced). The tracker druid is most perturbed, 


and claims Ramund has had an addling spell cast upon him. He readies his staff 
for combat. You can: 


© Agree with the druid (that the succubus needs to die) and she will 
defend herself, 


| OBJECTIVE 


This is a tricky fight. The succubus is a powerful creature that uses magic, and 
the terrain is not condusive to dodging. Be mindful of her spells and get in close 
when you can to deliver blows. Slay the succubus and witness a very disturbed 
Ramund curse you and storm off, with the druid you helped thanking you before 
he chases the perturbed apprentice. 


You can detect the succubus’ scent easily once she is dead. Use your Witcher 
Senses to follow it, eventually finding a cave. Enter the cave and find that the 
‘succubus has been collecting flowers for a while. Maybe she wasn't so bad 
after all? Regardless, using your Witcher Senses you can identify and pick 
the pimpemel. 


OBJECTIVES: 


OF, you can side 
with the succubus, 
explaining that she's 
mostly harmless, 

The fuming druid 
storms off, muttering 
something about 
returning with 
reinforcements 
Ramund is sent off to 
plok flowers. 


The succubus is surprised you sided with her (especially since she has no 
intention of coupling with you). Tell her there's another way she can repay you. 
Follow her along the path, then into her nearby cave lair. It is adorned with 
bellflowers, kingcups, violets, and most helpfully of all—pimpernels. Use your 
Witcher Senses if you need to, locate the pimpernel and pick it. The first 

favor concludes. 


SECOND FAVOR: THAT’S THE SPIRIT 


OBJECTIVES: 


This favor should be completed third, if you're concerned about an optimal route 
‘between each favor. 


Hike up past the snow line in a southeasterly direction from the succubus’ 
cave, utilizing the rocky path to ensure you don't slip and kill yourself (should 
you venture into the steep slopes of this part of Ard Skellig). At the top of the 
mountain peak is a flat icy ground, where ghouls are prowling, 


This was the location of the distillery storage, but this has long since collapsed 
and blown away, leaving only a few corpses which attracted the ghouls. Travel 
down the steep slope to the south towards a rickety wooden bridge and platform 
up into a tall cave underneath the ruins, These are the ruins you're looking for, 


The cave is currently 
home to a lumbering 
cyclops. Not for long, 
Once it has been cut 
down to size, use your 
Witcher Senses, and 
inspect the premises: 


The huge boiling 
vats are intact, 
though tamished. 


‘© The wooden scaffold has a ladder to climb, and a platform where you can find 
some mash. 


Assmall raised cabin has some distilling recipes on a bed. On an adjacent bed 
is an open log book. Gather and read both of them. 


ITEMS 


Now step over to the distilling machine, examine it closely, and look for a metal 
vat to add your mash to. Once added (from your Quest menu) it must be boiled. 
Use Igni a number of times to light the fireplace and rapidly heat the base 

of the vats. When you mention the vats are hot enough, and must be cooled 
down, move to the levers on the side of the brewing machinery. Remember the 
instructions you read—pull the right lever first, then the left, opening a series of 
valves that cool the vats down with water, and complete the brewing process. 
Gather the Skellige spirit from the barrel and leave, watching for encroaching 
Ghouls as you go. 


SECONDARY 
QUESTS 


THIRD FAVOR: FRITJOF IS FEELING PARCHED 


OBJECTIVES: 


47 
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This favor should be completed first, if you're concerned about an optimal route 
between each favor. 


Make the trip to Blandare in the center of Ard Skellig. Visit the crossroads in 

the middle of the village, where Fritjof the druid is located. He agrees to meet 
Gremist, but he has other concerns at the moment; the drought ravaging the 
village, for starters. Agree to defend the druid after he summons the rain, should 
Mother Nature be angered by such a ritual. Head northeast, across the planted 
field, following the druid who has already instructed his pet warg to round up a 
couple of goats and sheep for the sacrifice 


Fritjof is almost immediately successful after he slaughters his animals, Sitting 
cross-legged at the sacrificial altar on the field, he continues his prayers while 
foglets are summoned with alarming frequency, With one eye on Fritjof's health, 
advance and defeat the foglets that appear. Expect around eight or nine in 
groups of three. Don’t venture too far from 

Fritjof as the foglets immediately swarm and attack him, and he cannot take too 
many strikes, 


DANGER ALERT 


THE SAD TALE O} “THE GROSSBART BROTHERS 


OOO 


Locations: Blandare, Grossbarts’ Grotto 
Characters: Djenge Frett 
Enemies: Hegal Grossbart, Jesse Grossbart, Manfred Grossbart 


A shagay-coated man stands at the crossroads in the town of Blandare (central 
Ard Skellig). Approach him, he has work if you're willing to partner with him. He 
introduces himself as Djenge Frett—apparently a renowned mercenary in these 
parts. He's after the Grossbart brothers. A trio of rapists and murderers who wear 
yellow caps on their heads. 


END: WITCHER, THERE CAN BE NO 
MISTAKES THIS TIME! 


OBJECTIVE 


END: STIMULATION AND ASSIMILATION 


OBJECTIVE 


Make the journey 

back to Gedyneith, 
finding and opening 
the wooden door at the 
cave entrance by the 
pond. Gremist is inside, 
puffing away at a pipe 
with Fritof. As you've 
completed the three 
favors, Gremist agrees 
to begin his lengthy ritual, but you are forbidden from watching. Step outside, 
and wait. Once you've completed other quests, or simply meditated for one 
entire day (or multiple times during a day and night cycle), retum to the cave, 
Where Gremist and Fritjof are lolling around, drunk off their feet. A complicated 
rituatl indeed! Join them for a tipple, while collecting the following rewards: 


Sulfur (5), Alcohest (5), 


DILER ALERT 


Your objective mentions 
the vague (and vast) 
area of southern 
Ard Skellig, but the 
Grossbart Brothers are 
holed up more precisely 
in an underground 
grotto, just above 

sea level, along the 
southeastern coast 

of the island. You may wish to journey to Palisade and trek eastwards, before 
working your way south along the coastline, Or simply take a boat from Fyresdal 
around the coast until you discover the grotto entrance at the shore. 


STAY OFF THE MOUNTAINS 


Wandering the icy mountains directly above the Grotto, in the vicinity of the Distillery, 
offers only a fruitless and dangerous hike. 


Enter the Grotto, and meet up with Djenge Frett in the entrance tunnel. Agree 

to help him, and follow him into a wider chamber, where the yellow-capped 
scum are camped. Charge in and slay any and all of the three brothers you wish, 
When Hegel, Jesse, and Manfred Grossbart are sent into the afterlife, your final 
conversation with Frett occurs (unless he dies, in which case the quest fails), as 
you're rewarded and the quest concludes. Feel free to loot the Grotto afterwards. 


ITEM: Crowns 


SPOILER ALERT 


SHOGK THERAPY 


VIOLENCE IS GOLDEN 


| OBJECTIVES: _ 


Epilt 


The ancient oak tree of Gedyneith is a place of meditation for many of Skellige’s 
religious folk, but a few have taken this to an extreme. Head up the craggy 
hillside Just east of the marker, and you'll speak with a concerned druid, who 
hopes you might jot his friend Egill out of his imposed silence. You're offered the 
prospect of an excellent Gwent card for your troubles. 


The silent druid is sitting or standing around his campfire, close to the woods just 
below you. Speak with him for a one-sided conversation, which ends in a one- 
fingered gesture of displeasure. 


x tw 


SIRE 


As you're here 
‘to scare him into 
speaking, it's going 

to take a few magical 
encouragements (the 
following steps can be 
done in any order, but 
only when he moves 
close to each area). 


| OBJECTIVES 


‘* Step 1: Find the hornet's nest on the tree stump, close to the rock and where 
Egill is dozing, Step back, and cast Aard, blowing the hornets out of the nest, 
and causing them to swarm Egill, That helps. 


‘© Step 2:Take your pestering to another level by locating the small campfire 
that Egill is standing near, and then blow it out using Aard, You can see the 
druid is silently seething. That helps, too. 


© Step 3: Walk to the rack where the druid keeps his pots and pans, and launch 
an Aard wave into them, so they clatter and make a din. 


After the third step, the furious Egill launches a verbal tirade in your direction, 
which snaps him out of his silence, He's furious with you, but his anger is worth 
your while. Simply leave him and head up the hill to the small cave entrance 
where the initial druid requested your help. He's having a laugh about the chaos 
you've caused. He lives up to his end of the bargain, and rewards you for your 
troubles as the quest concludes, 


SPOILER ALERT 


N’s CALL’ 


SO ae 


It you set out travelling east from Arinbjorn, on the western side of Ard Skellig, 
beware of your surroundings. In the distance, you may notice two sirens circling 
an open field. 


STRANGERINJA STRANGE LAND 


Close in, and the field is 
filled with sheep and a 
shepherd attempting to 
defend his flock. Help 
him, slay the sirens, and 
he rewards you with 

a small token of his 
thanks. Ignore him, and 
later in your wanderings 
(in any nearby village) 
you may overhear islanders worrying about the shepherd not returning, 


ITEM: ¢ 


SPOILER ALERT XK 


T 


CUT DOWN BY SOME MISERABLE S--TS 


| OBJECTIVES. 


SECONDARY 
QUESTS 


ay 


420 


, (page 305). 


The last objective during Contract: The Phantom of Eldberg involves claiming 
a reward for banishing a troublesome wraith from the Eldberg Lighthouse. You 
reconvene with Jorund at his longhouse tavern in the village of Arinbjorn in 
northwest Ard Skellig. After speaking to Jorund, two warriors approach you. 
These two bigots are known to you, since they hassled you at the start of the 
contract. They aren't letting up now, either. 


After some harsh words are exchanged, choose a conversation as you wish. 
Either option results in a fight to the death, with Jorund by your side against 
Kori and his easily-lead brother, Kraki. Despite your prowess with a blade, the 
combat ends with Kori cutting down Jorund. Finish off the two fools immediately 
afterward. Jorund asks for a last nip before he visits the afterlife, and passes 
away. Wait, what's that commotion outside? 


Leave the longhouse tavern, where you're stopped by a mob of angry villagers. 

Kor'’s father Leif brandishes you a murderer. You may answer them as you wish 
but you are made to stand and defend your actions before the jar-—alarmingly 

named Madman Lugos. You're not expecting a fair trial 


THE VERY DEVIL WE SPEAK OF 


» OBJECTIVE 


DANGER ALERT 


OOD 


You have no weapons, 
and you're languishing 
in prison, Run past 

the rock-crackers and 
speak to a bare-chested 
man named Simun 
Brambling. He has little 
to say except for the 
need to escape. Head 
to the prison gate and 
speak to the guard. It seems your trial has been postponed... by at least a year. 
You can: 


* (Axi Delusion Level 3) Befuddle the guard into letting you out of the prison. 


* Tell the guard you have no time, or that you can make a deal. Either offering 
falls on deat ears. 


* Talk to Simun and take his offer, He agrees to help you convince the guard 
to let you out, but you'll owe him a favor (Secondary Quest: An Unpaid Debt 
(page 257) he'll ask you for later on. 


* Or, you can start punching any other prisoners, engaging in a fistfight: Win, 
and the guards are impressed, taking you to see Lugos. 


You are brought before the Jarl where Leif is making an impassioned plea 
for your head. He asks you for your opinion, Answer how you wish (it makes 
1 difference) you're found guilty of murder, and sentenced to death by 
suffocation. Or by paying Kori and Kraki's weight in silver. Neither option is 
terribly appealing, so you're surprised when Lugos pays off Leif. You are now 
ln Lugos' debt of pride. 


* Adebt that must be paid. Secondary Quest: The Cave of Dreams now begins 


* If you already completed Secondary Quest; Cave of Dreams already, you are 
simply let go as your debt to Lugos has already been paid in full 


! THE GAVE OF DREAMS 


Related Quest: Secondary Quest: Stranger in a Strange Land . 
Locations: Madman Lugos’ Keep, Hotmstein’s Port, The Cave of Dreams: 


‘© Use wit or force to request a chat with Blueboy. 


© (Axil Delusion Level 2) Tell the idiot guard that Blueboy is expecting you. 


Characters: Madman Lugos, Blueboy Lugos, Jorulf the Wolverine, 


After some jesting about Jorulf's dad, Blueboy lets you onto his boat. Speak to 
Uve Jabberjaw, King Bran of Skellige 


him, answering how you wish, and he agrees to let you accompany the crew 
into the Cave of Dreams. Prepare and meditate if you wish, then agree to begin 
the exploration. 


THE STUFF OF NIGHTMARES 


Enemies: Nekkers, Clan Tuirseach Warriors, Water Hags, 
Hounds of the Wild Hunt, Eredin 


A MOTLEY CREW 


| OBJECTIVES 


You end your conversation with Madman Lugos by agreeing to help his lad, 
Blueboy Lugos, who has ventured to the Cave of Dreams on the south side 

of the island. You have little choice but to help. Leave the keep, and make a 
lengthy descent down the winding pathway, all the way down to the harbor of 
Holmstein’s Port. Approach the wharf and secure the small boat, and set sail, You 
Mmay swim instead, if you wish. Or, you can cross the hazardous hills along the 
coast by land 


orult the Wolver 


Or, you can simply start this quest by stumbling upon Blueboy and his crew, 
While you're out adventuring along the southern tip of Ard Skellig 


Blueboy introduces his two hardy companions, 
including the ironically-named mute Uve Jabberjaw, 
describes the cave asa place where your fears are 
fealized, and you set off into an entrance tunnel. You 
are waylaid by four nekkers—cut them down, 


Journey to the objective marker further eastwards from the village, where 
Blueboy's longship is moored, and a band of warriors is burning water at camp. 
Approach the camp, and speak to one of the guards, an easily-flummaxed head 
of meat called Jorulf. You can: 


Biueboy spies a totem, and you wolf down some herbs to bring on the 
nightmarish hallucinations. This has some interesting effects on Uve. 


King Bran of 


Trek down either of the 
igantic tunnels as a 
ghostly whale swims 

in the air above you. 
Ahead is a totem, and a 
set of pillars and dining 
tables, with a group of 
Clan Tuirseach warriors 
Looking up at a balcony, 
Blueboy is taken aback 
as the long-dead King Bran looks down on him. You are about to make merry 
with the clan, when Uve Jabberjaw finds his voice, insults the king, and forces 
you into combat with all six Tuirseach warriors! They are Immune to Igni and 
Yrden, but are otherwise the same as facing humans in combat. Fight them with 
your silver sword. 


After Uve's nightmare, continue deeper into the cave, passing numerous flying 
fish that your compadres comment on, where Jorulf recognizes the remains of a 
longship close to the next totem. It is the one that he dashed into the rocks the 
night his father died. Sirens sing the song of guilt, and should be stopped and 
stain immediately. 


After Jorult's nightmare, you may face water hags in the silty and elongated 
tunnels. Continue to push onwards the next totem, where a vision of Madman 
Lugos appears to Blueboy. It seems Blueboy fears his father, and the specter of 
Madman Lugos challenges you all to combat. Slay him 


After Blueboy's 
nightmare, continue 
north up the sloping 
tunnel, before dropping 
down to the next totem. 
Avision of belting sleet, 
‘and two baying hounds 
of the Wild Hunt, from 
which strides Eredin— 
the leader of the hunt 
you seek to kill. You 
have that chance now, though this is a simple spectral form, Ignore the hounds 
and slay Eredin’s image. 


END: BLUEBOY’S BUDDY 


You wake up at the entrance totem, Your nightmare is over, Blueboy now has no 
fear of his father, and was honored to fight by your side. A reward Is offered (it 
you asked for money while being in debt to “Madman” Lugos, Blueboy insults 
your honor, but stil pays you), and the quest concludes. Leave the cave the way 
you came in. 


ITEM: Crowns 


TAKEN AS A LASS 


Locations: Warrior's Campsite [Ard Skellig), Siren’s Isle (Hindarsfjalll, 
Freya's Garden (Hindarsfjalt] 

Characters: Warrior, Kurisu 

Enemies: Pirates, Sirens 


GLORY TO ALL HEROES! 
OBJECTIVES: 


1! This quest can be done in either order—finding Kursu first, and then her brother. It 
is shown in the order of finding the brother first, and Kurisu second. 
a 


The eastern coast of Ard Skellg is forboding, with jagged rocks and a variety 

of terrifying foes (such as sirens) to face. But venture here you must (via boat 

if you wish a little more safety), looking for an inlet with a short jetty, relatively 
close to the Distillery signpost. By the jetty and small boat is a campsite where 
two pirates are setting upon a Skellige warrior. Help the warrior out by defeating 
the foes. Speak with the warrior, who is out searching for his sister. She was 
kidnapped by pirates. Agree to keep an eye out for her. 


Kurisu's whereabouts are somewhere on the eastern island of Hindarsfjall. Plot a course 
to this wayward isle, heading for the southwestem shores between Lofoten and the 
Isolated Hut. 


Locate the tiny istand off this coast with a wrecked longship wedged into it, and swim or 
boat your way to the shore, where Shc sirens attempt to thwart your progress. 


After a protracted battle, slay your final siren before inspecting the island using 
your Witcher Senses. You find slain sailors, some which have had their wounds 
dressed. But the real find is a note inside a chest, on the deck of the wrecked 
ship itself. It is a missive from Kurisu. 


ITEM: Quest Item: Kurisu’s Note 


END: ALL GLORY TO FREYA! 


ee 
a6 
oa 
88 
a 


[ OBJECTIVES: 


It seems Kurisu may be a priestess in the service 
of the Goddess Freya. Wade onto the shores of 
Hindarsfjall, and continue roughly northeast from 
your current position, and enter Freya's Garden. You 
may have visited this place with Yennefer, during 
Main Quest: Nameless (page 141), Optionally try 
clambering about the walled gardens if you wish, 
although a path to the east leads you to Kurisu's 
location—a cave mouth to an altar chamber and 
location of a shop. The missing woman is here, and explains how she escaped 
the pirates, and her debt to the priestesses of this sacred grave. She vows to be 
reunited with her brother as this quest comes to a close. 


Kurisu 


42) 


422 


ORC HC DANGER ALERT SPOILER ALERT 


Locations: Kaer Trolde Harbor, Simun’s Lake Hut 
Characters: Simun Brambling, Volund 
Enemies: Simun Brambting or Volund 


SECRETIVE SIMUN 


| OBJECTIVES: _ 


Volund 


1] This quest is available once Secondary Quest: Stranger in a Strange Land (page 255) | Northeast of Rannvaig and northwest of Blandare is the lake in question, and the 
| {s completed, and you used Simun to help break out of Madman Lugos' prison. | huton the shore is on the eastern shore, Approach and you'll discover that the 

————iiee — instructions you're about to receive involve the murder of a man named Volund. 
Inquire what Volund's crimes were, and Volund pipes up, telling you Simun is 
the one in the wrong—he killed Volund's brother, Not that this matters to Simun; 
you're ordered to slay Volund. You can: 


While you're in Kaer 
Trolde, be sure to visit 
the New Port inn once 
the matter with Lugos Tell Simun you're not a murderer, and refuse. You must then kill Simun, who is 
has been resolved, furious you didn't repay your debt. 

and you'll find Simun 
Brambling there, He 
too, has finished his 
dealings with Lugos, Afterward, you may speak to the survivor, requesting a stop to your involvement in 
and tells you he has the unending feuds about pride and bonds of kinship. The quest concludes, 


© Tell Volund it isn't anything personal, and attack. You must slay Volund, who is 
a pushover with you and Simun both attacking, 


some scores to settle. You're to provide the muscle. Simon is a little secretive, 
tolling you only to meet him by a hut on a lake close to Blandare. You'll receive 
further instructions when you get there. You can refuse, but this ends the quest 
before It starts, 


DANGER ALERT SPOILER ALERT 


WOE IS ME” Ww 


THE WOEFUL MAN: THE LYING MAN 


Location: Palisade 
Characters: Peasant 
Enemies: Peasant, Skellige Men 


On the main road through southern central Ard Skellig, where the wind blows and the plains are sweeping, 
you may discover the remains of a border between rival clans—now in ruins and known as the Palisade. 
Aside from nearby nekkers and a wyvern, a rather dejected man is sitting close to the signpost, hoping 
someone will save him. As you approach, his tone changes and two further peasants appear from behind the 
wooden walls. Slay all three of these would-be ambushers, and continue on your way. 


POILER ALERT 


you suspect you'd never see your loan again, 
Locations: Kaer Trolde Harbor, Fyresdal : wl. you'd be wrong. The next time you're in Kaer 
Characters: Johann Bohner BI Trolde, you meet him heading out of this area. He 


Enemies: None ‘ . momentarily forgets that he already asked you 
Recommanded Items: 150 Crowns - for coin. 


You can choose to turn him in, resulting in a fight, 
Pick your money off his corpse. Or trust that he will 
pay you back at a later date. The next time you're in 
Fyresdal village (Ard Skellig), he has your money with 
interest. The quest then concludes 


WILL YOU HELP A MAN IN NEED? 


While exploring the port of Kaer Trolde Harbor, you may be drawn to a smartly- 
dressed merchant by the name of Johann Bohner. His fancy get-up masks a set 
back in his business dealings. His ship was wrecked and he's lost everything, He 


require n, try 150 crowns. You can: 
bible al alata * ITEM: 200 Orens 


* (150 Crowns) Offer the monies to him (and the quest continues), 


© Deny him the loan (and the quest concludes). 


DANGER ALERT 


YUSTIANNA DISTURBED* 


VENTURED TOO FAR, WHITE-HAIRED STRAY 


The strange cave known as Yustianna’s Grotto, in northern Ard Skellig, offers a 
chance to loot some good treasure chests, as well as uncover some illusionary 
rock walls to fully explore this locale (but only if you have the Eye of Nehaleni 


from Keira Metz, having completed Main Quest: Wandering in the Dark). The central chamber, however, is 


being ransacked by bandits. Speak to their leader. You can: 
* (150 Crowns) Stay alive by paying them. 
(Axil Delusion Level 3) Tell him you'll leave, but not pay. 


* Or slay these idiots and claim the loot yourself. 


After your encounter with the leader, this quest concludes. 


SECONDARY, QUESTS: S 


i DECISION 


DANGER ALERT 


Locations: The Old Mine, Larvik 
Characters: Warriors 
Enemies: Ghouls, Rotfiends, Aighout 


SWIFT HANDS AND SHARP EYES! LEAD US. 


DANGER ALERT 


DOOD 


IN WOLFS CLOTHING 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Nameless 

Locations: Lofoten, Freya's Garden, Morkvarg’s Cave cae 

Characters: Yennefer of Vengerberg, Priestesses of Freya, Einar, 
Morkvarg, Craven 

Enemies: Wolves, Morkvarg, Warriors 


Main Quest: Nameless (page 141) is a closely related quest, and much of the 
activities present in that quest are completed here, so you may wish to complete 
these quests simultaneously. This quest also becomes active if you decide to visit 
| the Skellige island of Hindarsfjall and Main Quest: Nameless is yet to be completed. 
| Simply read a notice at Larvik (*Contract: Morkvara”) that requests your help ridding 
J) the priestesses of the foul beast known as Morkvarg. 
ee 


ELLIGE: HINDARSFJALL 


Unless otherwise stated, the Hindarsfjall qu 


Location: Yustianna’s Grotto 
Enemies: Bandits 
Recommended Item: The Eye of Nehaleni, Axii Delusion Level 3 


are ai 


ible during your exploration of Skellige in Act | 


Two Skellige warriors stand praying aloud at the mouth of an old mine. When you 
speak with them, they tell you the place is infested with corpse-eaters. Though 
proud, they recognize your prowess and hope you might help them clear the 
mine of such foes. 


Advance into the mine, 
but be aware that you 
must keep the two 
warriors alive to avoid 
failing this quest—a 
task that can prove to 
be a hindrance if you 
simply rush in and 
attack. Instead, slowly 
advance and slice away 
at four ghouls and two rotfiends (in the central cavern) and an alghoul down a 
side tunnel off the main cavern), 


ITEM: Crowns 


FRESH GRAVES AND RAZED HUTS 


While exploring the isle of Hindarsfjall, and learning about the werewolf Morkvarg y% 


(from a notice pinned to the board outside the tavern, as shown), travel north 
from the cemetery into the center of the village of Lofoten. if you came here 
without Yennefer, before Main Quest: Nameless begins, look for a group of 
priestesses in Freya's Garden, in the temple area to the northeast. The Skellige 
women (priestesses of Freya) are conducting some kind of ritual. If Yennefer is 
with you, she interrupts the ceremony, and you ask the whereabouts of Ciri, the 
‘ashen haired” one. Apparently, Ciri was seen before the Wild Hunt attacked, {n 
the stables with a man named Craven (who is cursed by the other priestesses). 


SECONDARY 
‘QUESTS 


423 


424 


You may speak the women at length about Craven (Main Quest: Nameless). To 
clear his name, this Craven character attempted to clear his name by traveling to 
Freya's Garden to defeat Morkvarg; “the vilest man ever to inhabit Skellige,” who 
stole, killed children and pregnant women, and attacked his own clan's lands. 
Answer how you wish. Afterward, you realize this monsterous Morkvarg has a 
complex curse upon him. You both decide to head to Freya's Garden in the hope 
of finding, and dealing with both Morkvarg and Craven. One of the women also 
hints that Einar, the only islander to escape with his life from a confrontation with 
Morkvarg, might have further information. 


OBJECTIVES: 


Einar is situated across the island to the southeast, in the village of Larvik. Head 
towards the wharf between the rugged rocks of Larvik harbor. He is preparing to 
hunt some Nilfgaardians, but stays to tell you what happened in Freya's Garden, 
Morkvarg had bound the priestesses of the garden, slit their throats, and laughed 
as he was doing it. Archpriestess Ulve cursed him to remain a monster forever, 
and Morkvarg grew fur and transformed. This is going to be a difficult curse to 
lit. Bid Einar farewell 


CRAVEN SOME WEREWOLF COMBAT 


OBJECTIVES: 


Morkvarg 


Head to Freya's Garden; a walk along the main road heading northeast. At the 
gates, you hear gnawing sounds and muttering. A huge, sinewy werewolt is 
devoring some meat, lashes out at you through the gate, and flees towards a 
large oak tree deeper into the gardens. He doesn't seem to be receiving Visitors. 


| OBJECTIVE 


The gate is locked, so continue up the steps to the right, across the ivy-covered 
stone bridges connecting various parts of the garden together, then head 
northwest, and into the very middle of the garden to a huge and sacred tree. 

You pick up a trail of blood immediately (someone cut himself to make a blood 
offering). Even though you can utilize your Witcher Senses at the tree, and begin 
to follow a variety of clues, this is part of Main Quest: Nameless. Ignore Craven's 
trail, and press on, further into the gardens. 


OVERCOMING AN UNDYING LYCANTHROPE 


Sprint past the sacred tree, drop down heading northeast, up some stone steps, 
and into an overgrown grassy stepped courtyard where there's a wolf to cut 
down. Then head to the edge of the raised garden and look down onto a lean-to 
and small canal. 


Drop down from the 
lean-to and check the 
following with your 
Witcher Senses. There 
are many prints both 
old and new. Morkvarg’s 
lair is close. 


Climb the stone ladder 
embedded into the wall, 
and clamber onto the 
higher ground overlooking a sluice gate and two levers. There is a ruined bridge 
in this area with a locked gate on the other side. 


You can't reach that to continue, so inspect this area closely. Utilizing both levers 
‘should allow you to open the flood gates. Save your progress, and start yanking 
those levers! 


The left lever changes the gears of the mechanism to lift up one of the three 
sluice gates, You can see which gate is able to be lifted by watching the three 
wooden mechanism dowels move up and down between the two levers 
Simply use the left lever until the sluice gate you want is ready to be moved. 


The right lever moves the actual sluice gate you have chosen, There are 
three gates: 


The left gate opens a watery exit outside, and out of Freya's Garden, if you 
wish to leave easily. 


The middle gate allows access to the further part of the gardens, where both 
a well and a secondary structure is accessible; to further this quest. 


The right gate is under the waterfall, leading to an underwater cave where a 
key can be found. This is critical during Secondary Quest; In Wolf's Clothing, 
but don’t head there yet; raise the gate in preparation before continuing 


Once the right sluice gate is open, you can continue. 


RAMUND’S ASSISTANCE 


| OBJECTIVES: 


From the gate mechanism turn right (roughly north) and run up and into a cave at 
the edge of the garden. A few steps into the cave, you witness Morkvarg speaking 
to the skull of an old friend Ramund about a key he needs, Your objective updates. 
Though you can *meet” Morkvarg now, itis far better to find the key first 


Mf you lack clues, step into the werewolf’s cave, and slay this beast. Once he's 
down, Morkvarg pleads for you to undo the curse. You can speak at length about 
his pitiful existence, Craven, a reward, and learn that simply slaying him doesn't 
end his lite. Morkvarg also mentions he eats his own flesh; it bolls his tongue, 
Interesting. Finish him off, as you don't have the wherewithal to end his life. While 
Morkvarg is temporarily dismissed from his lair, use your Witcher Senses to check 
the ground; there's a draft from below. 


| OBJECTIVE 


Ramund isn’t much 
use (since he's a skull 
on a pole), so return 
to the garden (having 
raised the right sluice 
gaate), dive into the 
canal, swim roughly 
northwards under 

the gate, and enter a 
second cave directly 
under Morkvarg's lair, Aside from a chest, there's the rest of Ramund’s bones 
here. it seems he is useful after all—grab his key. 


ITEM: Quest item: Key to the Chapter House 


BJECTIVES: 


Swim back to the gardens, retrace your steps all the way back to the sacred oak, 
and investigate the chapter house behind the tree. After a thorough inspection, 
you uncover a chest with Morkvarg's Journal, It makes interesting reading. Aside 
form Morkvarg's despicable past, it implicates Einar! 


ITEM: Quest Item: Mork; Journal 


THE CURSED FANG OF TORADOR 


TIVES: 


That scheming cutthroat Einar knows more than he is letting on! Back at Larvik, 
‘speak to Einar, who threatens to attack you with all his men. You can: 


© Meet them gladly, and slay all five of these warriors. Afterwards, loot Einar's 
corpse of a cursed fang. However, you require information from Einar to 
understand how to use the fang; a more measured approach is needed if you 
wish to use the fang to complete this quest. 


* Use conversation, not swords, to obtain information about a cursed fang, a gift 
{rom Einar's dad, telling him to hand it over for the priestesses’ sakes. 


Either way, you leave Einar with the fang, and a plan. 


ITEM: Quest Item: Cursed Fang 


Head back to Freya's 
Garden, using the 
wooden mechanism to 
lit the middle sluice 
gate this time. Swim 
through, climb the 
stone steps to the right, 
and up onto the higher 
garden ground you 
couldn't access from 
the broken stone bridge earlier. Turn northwards and run up the stepped garden 
to a large hall structure. Use your Witcher Senses to uncover claw marks on the 
splintered door. Morkvarg smelled something beyond here. 


SECONDARY, QUEST, 


DECISIO! Unless otherwise stated, this questi 


Fury: Champion of Champions becomes avaitable, once you've completed all the associated Fists of Fury qu 


DANGER ALERT 


texexexey 


Related Quest: Fists of Fury: Champion of Champions 
Location: Hov 
Characters: Gunnar, Lydrik 

 Utle the Unlucky 


NG AND SLAYING MORK’ 


If Morkvarg isn’t prowling this area, simply meditate for around four hours, and 
he should appear somewhere in the garden. Remember that to kil Morkvarg for 
900d, you need to complete the tasks set out below. For now, here are Morkvarg's 
vulnerabilities, as an ulfhedinn werewolf: 


BBA 


Putfbalt| tant 


‘Moon Dust Bomb 0% 


evi Cursed O11 


END: CURSED FLESH AND FLYING FUR 
OBJECTIVE 


Inside the hall is a crudely constructed symbol of Freya on the ground, where the 
werewolf was lured. Use your Witcher Senses: 


The offal and body parts in here are untouched, with no signs of feeding (some are 
werewolf-shaped!). 


ITEM: Quest item: Morkvarg’s Flesh 


Once inside, Morkvarg appears again. Listen to his tale of woe if you wish, before 
facing him in combat once more. Now kill him, and while he lies on his side, 
remove his curse using either of the following 


* Feed him his own flesh. This must have been taken from Morkvarg after you “slew” 
him previously, and talked to him while he lay dying, before he disappeared. 


‘© Hand him the Cursed Fang of Einar. However, this only works if you've been 
told how to use the fang by Einar. If you killed him, the fang is useless. 


Either item has been previously picked up, and should be accessed from your 
Quest Items inventory. An unsteady Morkvarg rises to his feet, now in human 
form, and ready to dash to the nearest tavern, He has a reward for you; promise 
to let him go and he tells you of a specific loanshark in Novigrad to visit, who 
keeps his loot safe, and you can have it for dis-enchanting the curse. Agree 

to this, or find this information out first, and then kill him! Slay him like the 
deviant he is, then return to the priestesses of Lofoten for your reward, and the 
Conclusion of this quest 


ITEMS: Saimain Brigandine (Armor): If you use his own meat. 


Nothing if you use any other method. 


ITEMS: Deithewn (sword), Werewolf decoction (recipe): 
From Novigrad loanshark only. 


SECONDARY 
QUESTS 


SKELLIGE: SPIKEROOG 


oration of Skellige in Act |. Once completed, Secondary Quest: Fists of 
(see pages 315-318). 


Visit the wooden sentry 
hut overlooking the 
ocean, on the hillside 
village of Hoy, and 
speak to the two 
warriors chatting about 
the arena. They are 
having trouble ridding 
the arena of a wraith. 
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Offer to help, and ask about the arena (it was where the best warriors across the 
islands clashed), and the wraith itself (named “Ulle the Unlucky”, a man who lost 
every bout, but couldn't die in the arena, slew a Jarl unjustly and is now cursed 
to haunts the fighting grounds). 


ale 


Gunnar yori 


The double gates to the clifftop arena are adjacent to the battlements. Push open 
the door, and speak to the strange congealed collection of vapors—the wraith 
Ulle the Unlucky. Speak to Ulle (remarking he's not typical ofthis type of monster 
as he's speaking, not shrieking at you), who is resigned to his fate ever to return 
here. You must now draw your weapon, and fight Ulle. 


SECONDARY QUESTS: SKELLIGE 


QUESTING DEC Unless otherwise stated, the Snidhall 


DANGER ALERT 


Location: Snidhall Iste 

Characters: Ivar 

Enemies: Warrior 

Recommended Items {Books}: 
The Cult of Freya, The Curious Case of Virtuous Vegga, Change your 
life! A Handbook 


While exploring the extinct volcano known as 
Snidhall Isle, you may hear shouts near a small 
shack. Investigate and watch a warrior sprint 
towards a balding man with little to protect himself 
with. Step in. You can: 


© Watch or help the warrior cut down the man, 
after which you're shooed away and the quest 
concludes. 


heist 


‘© Stop the warrior by challenging him to combat. Afterward, speak to the man 
you saved. He is Ivar, and the warrior’ sister ran off with him rather than 
serve the Goddess Freya. lvar doesn’t believe in “that rubbish about the gods” 
and desperately wants to reunite with Irma. To do that, he needs evidence to 
show the priestesses; about the holes in the principles of religion. Agree to 
find any texts that may aid his cause, and be on your way. 


END: GERALT THE SELFLESS 


}, OBJECTIVE 


Your bout with Ulle isn’t that difficult. Three or four parries and strikes, and he 
admits defeat, doomed to repeat this process another day from now (meditate 
and return here to face him again, if you win). After a little lateral thinking, you 
may figure out that the only way to dismiss this specter is to actually let him win 
the fight! Accomplish this by simply allowing him to strike you. When your health 
is almost depleted, the combat stops, Ulle 's incredulous. He hears laughter, 
chalices clanking, and is summoned to join the feast of heroes in the afterlife. 


Return to the warriors, telling them their ghost problem has been dealt with. 


* Ifyou talked to the warriors before you handled the wraith, return here ina 
few days to claim a reward of the profits. 


* Ifyou ignored the warriors, let Ulle defeat you, and then talked to the warriors, 
you receive a smaller reward, and no profits 


The quest concludes. 


ITEM: Crowns 


SNIDHALL ISLE (1) AND AN SKELLIG 


ble during your exploration of Skellige in 


WG 


RING BOOKS"PHEN BOTHERING IVAN 


You may, of course, elect to find the books first, and then find Ivar, in which case this 
quest is much shorter. 


TOME RAIDER: HEATHEN BOOK GATHERING 


You may now begin the search for five different books, all of which help var 
eam about the discrepancies with the main religions of the world, Such texts 
can be difficult to acquire, look for them during searches of dungeons and crypts, 
or pay a visit to booksellers, such as Marcus of “Books and Scrolls” in Hierarch 
Square (Novigrad). However, the following locations have a guaranteed copy of 
each book. Return with a copy of the following: 


BOOK: TRISTIANNA AND ISADOR 
Location: Lindenvale, a merchant stall next to the signpost. 


ITEM: Quest Item: Tristianna and Isador (10 Crowns) 


BOOK: RELIGION AND LIFE 


Location: Crow's Perch, the merchant in question is found in the lower section of 
the fort, close to the bridge entrance. 


ITEM; Quest Item: Religion and Life (10 Crowns) 


BOOK: THE CULT OF FREYA 


Location: Electors’ 
Square, Novigrad. A 
“priest” of the Eternal 
Fire turns out to be 
an alchemist, hiding 
from the Redania’s and 
the Church's purge 
of all things remotely 
magical. It does take 
some small talk to 
convince the man to show his wares. 


ITEM: Quest item: The Cult of Freya (10 Crowns) 


OOD 


1 


DANGER ALERT 


Locations: Urialla Harbor (An Skeitig), Mount Aardeklove 
Characters: Skellige Women, Old Gunnar 
Enemies: Endriaga, Sirens, Wraiths, Gargoyles 


TWO TRIALS ON THIS TINY ISLE 
OBJECTIVES: a ey 


After arriving at Urialla 
Harbor on An Skellig, 
eavesdrop on @ couple 
of Skellige women, 

who make mention of 
the Trial of the Path. 
‘Speak to them to find 
ut this is an age-old 
tradition—only those 
that return from the trial 
can consider themselves true warriors. Old Gunnar can tell you more, he lives at 
the foot of Mount Aardeklove. 


BOOK: THE CURIOUS CASE OF VIRTUOUS VEGGA 


Location: Fancy Shop Owner in Novigrad, southeast of the St. Gregory's Bridge 
sign post, next to a barbershop and a Notice Board. The text this merchant 
possesses is among many confiscated from a fallen sorcerer, Aeramas. Other 
‘magical oddities required for other tasks can be found here, as well 


ITEM: Quest item: The Curious Case of Virtuous Vegga (10 Crowns) 


BOOK: CHANGE YOUR LIFE! A HANDBOOK 
Location: Novigrad Loan Shark, to the northwest of the Souther Gate signpost. 


END: ENLIGHTENMENT 


|, OBJECTIVE 


When you have tomes worth Ivar reading, journey back to Snidhall isle, and look 
for the hut at the base of this volcano, Speak with him again and present the 
books. After perusing the pages, he vows to travel the world, and plan a way to 
be with Irma. You can meet Ivar later by the docks in Novigrad, where he's trying 
to find a job as a sailor. 


/ARRIORS 


Bring your best endriaga-slaying Implements with you, and travel along the 
path to the northeast, slaying at least two of these beasts as you pass a sunken 
homestead, and finally meet an older warrior sitting on a bench, at the Trail 

to Yngvar's Fang (a signpost). He isn’t the friendlist of sorts, but he has some 
information on the paths: 


There are two offshoots, One leads to the mountain peaks, and the other into 
the bowels of the earth. Traverse both to prove your valor, Speak with Gunnar at 
length to gain further insight into the trials if you wish. You're now able to choose 
which of the paths to start first, though it's easier to try the Trial of Dexterity 

(the mountain climb) first. 


TRIAL OF DEXTERITY: 
A MAD DASH TO THE MOUNTAIN TOP 


OBJECTIVE 


Head up the steps to reach the start of the path. Run forward, over the wooden 
bridge, and leap the gap before slaying a siren. Wait for two more and defeat 
them as well. Coax them over with Axii or crossbow bolts. Then move right along 
the path, leap a gap, and make a tight left turn as you climb up and onto the 
natural rock bridge. Now dash across the moss. 
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{_ Falling while maneuvering across this increasingly dangerous pathway, full of leaps 
| and precise landings, requires you to keep a steady head, and a degree of patience. 
| Save your progress before each new leap. And look for rocks stained with bird 
| 


droppings to climb on as you continue onwards and upwards. If you fall, there's 
usually a period of backtracking. 
From the mossy bridge, 
leap and grab the ledge. 
Pull yourself up, and 
make a series of sharp 
‘switchback turns as you 
zig-zag up the mountain 
trail: Leap the gaps and 
pass by two tattered 
flags showing your 
progress. Continue west 
‘along the trail which flattens out slightly, and leap the gaps along the slope, after 
sliding down a little. When you can’t continue, look left, and perform a series of 
Climbing moves up the stone ledges of the ruined castle battlements above you, 
In a counterclockwise pattern. 


During your climb, you pass through an old, ruined castle that holds some valuable 
treasure belonging to Witcher Gerd from the Bear School. f you choose to explore, 
! be mindful of the wraiths roaming the abandoned halls. Read more about this by 


I checking Scavenger Hunt: Bear Schoo! Gear (page 331). 


Save your progress 
and, as the mists 
descend, make a large 
leap across the gap 
and another along this 
treacherous upper path, 
and slow as you spot a 
strange old man sitting 
by a door, He doesn't 
rate your chances. 
Ignore the door he sits by, and continue along the outer ledge, leaping again and 
ascending further, Leap a broken bridge with adeptness. Turn back and leap 
again, and after a final climb, you reach the zenith of Mount Aardekiove, 


Now you're at the top 
of the peak, you must 
fight any harpies before 
you find evidence to 
‘support your dexterity. 
Rummage around 

the base of the totem 
marker, and discover 
the following token 
(amongst other items 
and a treasure chest). Then examine the Place of Power and gather an additional 
Abllity Point before descending. Your descent involves either of the following: 


© Taking exactly the same route as you did to get here. As always, slow and 
steady is better than fast and falling! 


© 0f,turn to the right and continue along a new path leading to a long and 
extremely entertaining slide all the way down to the next path. 


ITEMS: Quest item: 


ial of Dexterity Completion Token, Place of Power 


TRIAL OF CONVICTION: A BREATH-TAKING 
JOURNEY UNDERGROUND 


OBJECTIVE 


Although itis possible 
to slide down the slope 
from the mountain 
path, leaping off the 
path usually results in 
an agonizing death 
Instead, you should 
retrace your steps to 
where Gunnar was 
sitting. Then use the 
main road, before a small detour into the wooded area, to reach the cluster of 
rocks marking the start of the Trial of Conviction. 


Vd DON T-DROWN=WHEN'TO 


This trial involves holding your breath, swimming, and not succumbing to panic. 
Consult the Training chapter on swimming to help you progress, and use your 
‘minimap to spot the direction you must travel in. 


OBJECTIVE 


Enter the cave and drop into the green water. Then, swim southwards as rapidly 
as your legs and lungs allow. Swim swiftly, and stay as close to the celling of 
this underwater tunnel as you can, Ascend into the air-filled cavern that you 
eventually reach. 


When you surface in 
this small grotto, be 
mindful of climbing 

out. There is a reason 
Skellige warriors do 
not rest here because 
gargoyles reside in this 
cave! There's skeletal 
remains showing 

what happened to the 
warriors who did not heed Gunnar's warning, 


Continue to dive through the passage. Near the end, you should notice a chest at 
the bottom. Pry it open and take the token within. Keep an eye on your air supply. 
Hf you are dangerously low, go to the end of the tunnel and surface to regain air 
before returning to get the token. Finally you can surface and climb up a ledge 
here. Follow the path through the cave, performing some more climbs and jumps 
until eventually you reach the exit of the cave. 


ITEM: Quest Item: Trial of Conviction Completion Token q 


QUEST CONCLUSION: A DEED WORTH SHOUTING 
TO THE FIVE ISLES ABOUT 


F OBJECTIVE: _ 


Itis now simply a matter of returning to Old Gunnar, who is usually at his tent 
near the seat at the start of the mountain path, and reveal the two tokens you've 
obtained. He is situably impressed, and offers a variety of rewards for your 
dexterity and conviction. The quest concludes. 


ITEMS: Gloves, Heavy Armor (Diagrams), Sewant Mushrooms (5), 
Hardened Leather (2) i 


OOOO DANGER ALERT 


! THE TOWER OUTT 


Aside from the 
Locations: Uriatta Harbor, Strange Tower 


crumpled remains of 

Characters: Fisherman, Sigo Buntz others that woke the 

Enemies: Cyclops, Ekhidna, Golem, Ghouls, Alghouls, Gargoyle, golem, there's little else 
Werewolf, Earth Elemental in the barrier chamber, 


so head northeast, out 
of the chamber and into 
a strange waterlogged 
cave tunnel, Swim left 

. (north) at the tunnel 
BUOBECTIVES SS junction, and climb out of the water into a rough-stoned cavern with old ruins 
jutting out of the ground. The tower informs you that beasta countermeasures 
are in effect! 


THUNDER AND LIGHTNING, 
VERY VERY FRIGHTENING 


After visiting (via @ trek across the island, or by boat) the permanently soggy * Two ghouls and two alghouls then warp into view—slay them. 
village of Urialla Harbor, you encounter a group of warriors and fishermen 
muttering in the gathering spot in the middie of the settlement. Approach them 
and one fishermen beckons you out of the rain to tell you about a knoll beyond ~—-—«* ‘Warning! Then a werewoll is teleported into this chamber. 
the village 


‘* Uh-oh! There's an incoming gargoyle to deal with soon afterwards. 


© Phew! The tower runs out of resources and only manages to teleport in a cow. 
For centuries, everything This shouldn't be slain 
was normal until one 
day a tower appeared 
n top of it! Lightning 
started arcing down 
from the structure, and 
ithas been responsible 
for the incessant rain the 
island has experienced 
ever since. The waves 
are too strong for fishing 
OF raiding, Agree to look into this anomaly, 


When the variety of foes are vanquished, move to the small laboratory area in the 
northeastern part of this cavern, and loot the box on the table to gather the key 
you need. 


to Library 


| OBJECTIVES 


Set off on a roughly northwesterly path from the village. Use the path and and you 
may discover a wandering cyclops on your way to the strange turreted tower that 
{s responsible for the inclement weather. Follow the winding path (watching for 
ekhidna) until you reach the stone steps and wooden entry into the tower. Head 
inside, down some spiral steps and through a portal 


Exit the cavern and swim into the half-submerged tunnel, investigating the other 
side tunnel at the junction this time. Travel east and dive into the murky water 
before quickly surfacing again and climbing the steps into the library. 


Use your Witcher Senses 
TOWER AND RELATIVE DIMENSIONS IN SITU _touncovera variety 
of books (and bodies) 
strewn across this 
library. Find the book 
Yyou seek just left of a 
slumped corpse (as 
shown). If you inspect 
the corpses, it looks like 
they've been suffocated 


How very strange. The tower is smaller on the 
outside than the inside! There's little time to ponder 
spatial awareness, as the main chamber has a 
golem guarding three archway barriers of magic. 


SECONDARY 
‘QUESTS 


ITEM: Quest Item: Gottfried’s 0: 


ning Grimoire 


The guardian awakens, and must be battered, 
After slaying the golem, move over to a magician The tower attempts some poisonous countermeasures as soon as you take the 
trapped behind the southwestern barrie. You inform ‘ book, so leave the way you came, diving into the water and swim southwest, 
him the entire tower teleported here, and in return, heading back to the barrier chamber. 


you're told the tower is outfitted with a “Defensive Regulatory Magicon, " which 
DISTURBING INDICATIONS OF FREEDOM 


essentially means the structure repels intruders. Apparently, to deactivate the 
| OBJECTIVES: | 


defenses, you must find a treatise (Gottfried’s Omni-opening Grimoire) hidden 
somewhere in this tower. Find out more about Sigo the mage if you wish. 


j OBJECTIVE: 
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You hand the book 
over to Sigo, who frees 
himself from the magic 
barrier. The tower isn't 
happy about this, and 
Sigo warns you that 
the hardest part is yet 
to come. You have the 
option to meditate and 
prepare. Then agree to 
head to the central chamber and power down the security measures, Follow Sigo 
as he rushes out, deactivates the barrier to the northwest, rushes to a central 
pulpit, and opens a tome to begin incantations. You're on guard duty, The tower 
spits out an immense earth elemental that must be cut into pebbles. 


END: ABURRAGHI V’ARATHERN... 


» OBJECTIVE 


The mage speaks to you and, after you request he move the tower away from 

An Skellig, he duly obliges, and the entire tower departs leaving you standing in 
midair. A moment later, you're falling into the water, After this enforced exit, swim 
back to the fisherman, and inform the villagers that the tower (and the inclement 
weather) are gone for good. They are thrilled with the news (though less so if you 
inform them their hunting party was killed within the tower's walls). After some 
fine rewards, the quest concludes. 


ITEM 


ic Weapor 


d Items, Diagram, Crowns 


SECONDARY QUESTS: SKELLIGE: FAROE 


QUESTING DECISIONS 


Location: 

Characters: Dagr, Slave Driver, Slaves 

Enemies: Dagr, Pirates 

Recommended Items: 500 Crowns, Axii Delusion Level 4 


SLAVE-DRIVING A HARD BARGAIN 


i OBJECTIVE: 


} This quest is accessible as normal, unless Secondary Quest: Following the Thread 
(page 223) is active, and you are searching for the location of Hammond. 


You may have been 
warned about the 
ccutthroats who call the 
remote isle of Faroe 
home, but a visit to 

the village of Trottheim 
nly reinforces the lack 
of decency the dagr 

‘on this rock have for 
human life. Speak to the 
two dagr guards (approach from either path into the village), who mistake you for 
‘a Nilfgaardian sent here from a man named “Ville” to collect some “goods” from 
the pirate chief. Play along to start the quest. 


As you follow the dagr through the village, you may wish to optionally look 
around at your own pace, discovering how many dagr there are in your general 
vicinity (around 16, though a couple are inside the building you're heading to). 
When you reach the Slave Driver's Hut, the dagr leader is waiting to complete the 
deal, The chief isn’t sure you're the agent of Ville's, but you can play along again, 
Or tell him the truth (which results in violence). Finally, you can choose how to 
end this conversation: 


* Tell him you're not a slave trader. This results in a long bout of carnage where 
dagr and pirate blood is spilled. 


* (500 Crowns) Pay the coin he wants, and free the islanders without bloodshed. 


* (Axii Delusion Level 4) Flummox the slave driver by telling him you already 
pald, and free the islanders without bloodshed. 


Unless otherwise stated, the Faroe isle quests are a 


sssible during your exploration of Skellige in Act | 


SPOILER 


QUEST CONCLUSION #1: 
DEATH TO THE DEGENERATE DAGR! 


OBJECTIVES: 


Hf you wish to rid Faroe 
of these thugs, begin 
with combat against 
the slave driver and his 
minions, Methodically 
work your way through 
the village, culling the 
remaining pirates. 

Stay in one location, 
chopping through small 
clusters of foes instead of dashing around and possibly becoming overrun. 
When the last of the pirates falls (and there are around 16 to slay), head over 
to the leader's corpse (which should be “glistening"), and remove two Key from 
the body. These allow you to free the slaves, and ransack the hut for valuables 
(listed below). 


QUEST CONCLUSION #2: 
INDEBTED, NOT INDENTURED 


Once the crowns have been paid, the leader's mind has been addled, or the 
pirates have been slain, you are able to reach the slave cells at the opposite 
end of the village, and unlock the door using the key the leader was holding. A 
number of grateful istanders stumble out. If you haven't slain the pirates, you 
need to lead the group to safety. Simply walk out of the village, up the hill, and 
say your goodbyes. 


Aside from the Experience Points, if you've slain the pirates the staves, mention 
a chest inside the leader's hut that contains some treasure. Unlock the hut, and 
open the chest by the bed for the following items: 


ITEMS: Diagrams, Runstone, Book: Care for Your Swot 


DANGER ALERT 


THE FOUR 


Locations: Shrine to Hemdall (Faroe) 
Characters: Pilgrim 
Enemies: Pirates 


A WANDERER WITH A PURPOSE 


) OBJECTIVE 


Although you may have more to worry about that a motley band of thugs stopping 
the pilgrimage of a druid, you should stil assist the wise man, in the hilly region 
between the two villages. Beware of endriaga in the immediate area, before 
closing in on the discussion between three pirates and the pilgrim. You can ignore 
the pilgrims plight, or force the pirates to let him through to the shrine they are 
guarding. They aren't about to, forcing you to slay all three of them, 


CO” DANGER ALERT 


Location: Ringvold 
Characters: Jutta an Dimun, Gundar 
Enemies: None 


RUN TO THE HILLS 


Jutta an Dimun 


While in the Faroe village of Ringvold, find the path heading east out of the 
settlement, and follow it up the nearby hills to the top of the peak, where the 
Skellige warriors spar, Step into the ring, and speak with Jutta an Dimun, a 
formidable swordswoman, No man has bested her in combat. Ask to fight, and 
she ponders this: 


‘She challenges you straight away If you slew the leader of the slavers, after 
completing Secondary Quest: Flesh for Sale (page 267) 


‘© She challenges you immediately f you bettered Einar of Faroe during 
Secondary Quest: Fists of Fury: Skellige (page 317), 


Otherwise, your deeds aren't known to her, and you'll need to prove your mettle 
first. She tells you one of two tasks you must complete: 


‘© She'll face you if you defeat Gundar, back in town. 


* Or, she'll face you if you dive into the ocean, and bring back an old sword 
from a sunken ship. 


BE QUICK OR BE DEAD 


| OBJE 


Afterward, you can speak to the pilgrim about his journey to the Four Faces of 
Hemdall, and the forthcoming prophecies. Then he bids you farewell and sits 

at the shrine. Afterwards, you may run into him again, at one of the other three 
shrines on Faroe. Can you find them all? One of them can't be accessed by the 
druid until you've removed Hammond from it, during Secondary Quest: Following 
the Thread (page 223). 


SPOILER ALERT 


IRON MAIDEN 


Jog back into town, and find a moping Gundar 
sitting in his combat circle close to the harbor, by 
Jutta's home. Request a bout of fisticutfs with the 
fellow. After a little convincing, Gundar agrees to 
a bout. Put up your fists, and pummet him without 
stepping out of the ring of stumps. Then trek back 
to the top of the hill, and inform Jutta of your feat. 
She seems impressed, and allows you to face her. Gondor 
Choose an immediate bout, or (optimally) prepare for 

the fight first 


OBJECTIVES: 


Watch for drowners and 
sirens as you swim out 
to the sunken remains 
of an old ship. Dive 
down, use your Witcher 
‘Senses to find the 
tusting chest with the 
sword in it, and return it 
to Jutta. 
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OBJECTIV 


When you feel the time is right to challenge Jutta, speak with her again and start 
combat. Force her with flurries of quick attacks, peppering her with strikes so 
she's forced to the edge of the ring. Then retreat before repeating this plan. After 
a lengthy sparring session, you should prevail. If not, your quest fails. 


MM BRING YOUR‘DAUGHTER'TO THESLAUGHTER 


Do you require some expert tips on tackling the very best swordsfolk of Skellige? 

Then consult the Training chapter on combat and read the section regarding human 
| adversaries and swordplay. Otherwise, do not use Signs, your crossbow, bombs, or 
| leave the arena as this counts as cheating. 


DANGER ALERT 


OO” 


THE,PRICE OF HONOR 


Location: Ringvold, northeast coast of Faroe 
| Characters: Timmon, Adga, Mikkel, Ulf 

Enemies: Drowned Dead, Sirens 

Recommended Items: Keira’s Magic Lamp 


BLUE AND BLOATED 


) OBJECTIVES: 


You are beckoned by a young burly man named 
Timmon, who is worried about his betrothed and 
brothers, Mikkel and Ulf sailed to Hindarsfjall a 
few days ago to fetch Agda for a wedding, but they 
haven't returned, and he fares they may have run 
aground along the coast of Faroe. Agree to search 
for the missing wedding party. 


Timmon 


END: WHEN TWO WORLDS COLLIDE 


_ OBJECTIVE 


Jutta admits defeat, and is impressed by your litheness. She wonders whether 
you might meet her in her Harviken home (after dusk), to reveal more about 
yourself. Agree, and head there (it is adjacent to where you fought Gundar), 
Speak with Jutta, who is after a different type of swordplay. Feel free to agree 
to help her out regarding “Freya's cruel trick", or resist her advances if rubbing 
against Skellige women isn't your idea of an evening's entertainment, The quest 
then concludes. 


© Carnat Knowtedge: Jutta an Dimun 


SPOILER ALERT 


|| This quest is accessible at any time, but can only be completed after you obtain the 
Magic Lamp from Keira, during Secondary Quest: Magic Lamp (page 82). 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Venture by foot or by boat to the northeastern shores of Faroe, east of Trottheim 
to the rocky and wooded shoreline. Expect drowned dead and sirens to be found 
in this area 


Slay at least four of each, After clearing the objective area of foes, use your 
Witcher Senses to more easily discover the bloated remains of a dead girl, Alas, 
this must be Adga. But there are others here—spirits that you mustilisten to. 


Produce the magic lamp, and two ghosts appear, forlorn and hovering above the 
body. These are Mikkel and Ulf, who despite their best efforts, failed to save Adga 
from the storm. They cannot face returning to their brethren, so they decide to 
end it all. 


Use your Witcher Senses to uncover two sets of footprints, and follow them 
southeast, across the beach and up the hill to a beautiful clfftop promontory 
where two bodies lie slumped against a tree. One carries the following items, 
and both seem to have taken their own lives. 


fat 


to Timmon 


tter from Agdi 


The chest key opens a chest inside the bride's sunken vessel, close to where 
you found Agda’s body. Now return to Timmon, and inform him of the sad news 
(keeping or giving him any crowns you found in the chest, if you opened it). His 
arief is immense. The quest then concludes. Open the chest afterwards too, if 
you haven't already. 


ITEM: Crowns 


SECONDARY QUESTS: KAER MORHEN 


P QUESTING DECISIONS Unless otherwise stated, the Kaer Morhen quests are accessible at any time prior to Act Il: The Battle of Kaer Morhen, 
or afterwards. An optimal time to complete these quests is during Main Quest: Ugly Baby (page 160). 


(exexe) DANGER ALERT ILER ALERT 


! 


Travel west from Kaer Morhen, to the old keep where a group of four wraiths 
j Location: Keep must be faced. Something has bound them to this place, but you can’t see what 
| Enemies: Wraiths itis. That is, until you utilize Keira Metz's magic lamp, and use it where you see a 
faint glittering of light. The lamp reveals the trials of a young boy, given no mercy 
by his Witcher master. There are three such ghostly reminders of the past on the 
lower and upper levels of the Keep. Location and climb the wooden steps and 
ladder at the southeast bastion tower, and head north across the battlements, 
Atop a short ladder and ruined north tower are the bones of a small child. Use 
the lamp for a fourth ghostly revelation. 


ITEM: Quest I 


E OBJECTIVE 


|| This quest is accessible at any time, but can only be completed after you obtain the 
J, magic lamp trom Keira, during Secondary Quest: Magic Lamp (page 82) 


Gather the boy's 
remains and climb 

back down from the 
battlements. Three 
additional wraiths 
appear to thwart your 
progress to a small 
antechamber where you 
‘must place the remains 
on the ground, burn 
them, and watch the fifth and final conclusion to the boy's short and brutal life 
(using Keira’s lamp). Afterward, the spirits are now at peace within the bastion, 
and the quest concludes 


SECONDARY 
‘QUESTS 
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KEY? DANGER ALERT 


Locations: Kaer Morhen, Chort’s Cave 


Characters: Berengar, Vesemir 
Enemies: Bear, Drowners, Worker Endriaga, Chort 


THE TALE OF TOR’HAERNE 


| OBJECTIVES: 


An inspection of the ruined exterior battlements of Kaer Morhen leads to an 
Interesting discovery. Pass through the open iron-barred arch (as shown) to 
reach an abandoned sleeping quarters with an old chest to pry open. There's 
‘nothing but some old papers written by a man named Berengar. Read the notes, 
Which make reference to a consultation with Vesemir. Head into the main fortress 
interior, across the grand hall, and speak with him. He tells you of Berengar's 
unsuccessful attempts at forging the blade, and how it all went to hell. He set off 
to hunt a chort.with all his equipment, and wasn't seen again. Vesemir is pleased 
you're attempting to finish what Berengar started. 


OOO 


DANGER ALERT 


BERENGAR’S BLADE 


Depart Kaer Morhen, but don’t try a direct path to the cave, as you're likely to fall 
down the mountain and break many appendages. Instead, head south along the 
path to the river, before following it eastwards downstream. Continue northwards 
as the river bends, slaying any bears and at least four drowners that you may 
encounter. The cave entrance is close to the tiny island, on the east side of the 


fiver bank (as shown). 


Clamber up into the 
cave tunnel by the 
stalagmites, and travel 
roughly southwards 
Until the tunnel opens 
into a large caver. 
Down below is a strong 
bull chort. No wonder 
Berengar got into 
trouble. Prepare for a 
ferocious fight, before bounding down and slaying six worker endriaga, and then 
face this immense fiend, 


OBJECTIVE 


With the devilish beast defeated (Quen is useful to defend yourself with), begin 

a methodical search of the chamber for Berengar’s belongings. Check the small 
alcove in the southeastern part of the cave for a piece of parchment showing a 
diagram. Though the silver sword “Tor’haerne” isn’t in this place, methodology to 
make it is. Gather the diagram, as the quest concludes 


ITEM: Diagram 


SPOILER ALERT 


! GREENHOUSE EFFECT 


Locations: Old Mine, Ancient Greenhouse 
Enemies: Chort 
Recommended Item: The Eye of Nehaleni 


OBJECTIVE: 


| This quest is accessible at any time, but can only be completed after you obtain the 
| Eye of Nehaleni from Keira, during Main Quest: Wandering in the Dark (page 80). 
| 


After some significant hiking (south from the Iron Mine, along the eastern side of 
the river, and up the winding forest trail around to the north), you reach a strange 
lair of standing stones between two mountainous crags. Itis unnaturally cold 
here, and your medallion vibrates with the magic coursing through the vicinity 
Examine the three stones of power—they are saturated with magic and erected 
ina triangle. Step inside the cave alcove, finding evidence of herb horticulture 
(wolfsbane). Also look for a rock, using the Eye of Nehaleni (simply interact with 
it) to reveal it as an illusion. Take the book it was hiding; which tells you how to 
activate the three standing stones to change the weather. 


ITEM: Quest Item: Letter from the Resident Mage 


END: TURNING UP THE HEAT 


This was a greenhouse. The area was heated with magic to grow ingredients for 
alchemy, You can reactivate the stones if you know the magic to cast. 


© Cast Aard into each of the three stones. That didn’t work, but one of the 
stones Is stil illuminated with Aard magic. 


© Cast Igni at the two front stones, and the weather changes slightly! 
‘A moment later, a powerful chort lumbers out of a portal, and must be 
defeated, This large foe's weaknesses can be read about oin the Bestiary. 


Afterwards, the weather stabilizes, and this area of Kaer Morhen becomes 
clement enough to grow a variety of exotic and rare herbs. 


DANGER ALERT 


Locations: Lakeside Hut, Troll Cave 
| Characters: None 
Enemies: Drowners, Rock Trott 


POST MORTEM 


IBJECTIVE 


The tumbledown 
Lakeside Hut (signpost) 
north of Kaer Morhen is 
the scene of a strange 
discovery, The corpse 
of a drowner, mutilated 
by hands that weren't 
human. You are tasked 
with finding the massive 
hands that crushed 

and toe at this body, but your objective area is somewhat gigantic. Shorten the sre his worthy adversary and begin to search the cave, using your Witcher 
eeton sre) by Needle Nts RENE 19 Ae Dan Se ee Senses. Aside from more drowner corpses, you uncover the following valuables 


: shia f 
drowners. Look for the triangle-shaped island (on your world map), and the gully isging an old letter that you must read), and shine a light on past battles... as 
to the east, which ends at a small cave where one of the oldest trolls you've ever " : 

the quest concludes. 


seen is shambling about 
ITEMS: Maniscript P: 


SECONDARY 
‘QUESTS 


OO” DANGER ALERT 


! TRAILYOF ECHOES* 


Head into the winding tunnel, slaying a total of four nekker warriors and @ 
rotfiend as you reach the chamber where mutations where carried out. 


Locations: Kaer Morhen, Trail of Echoes 
Characters: None 
Enemies: Nekker Warriors, Endiraga, Devourer 


SAD MEMORIES 


| OBJECTIVE 


Explore the wooded path leading northwest from Kaer Morhen, almost due 
north of the keep signpost. You uncover a cave where a wolf head greets you. 
You remember this place. it was where the Trials of the Grasses was held, 
before the fortress was built 
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Locations: Kaer Morhen, Old Mine 

| Characters: Radmir of Tor Carnedd 

}, Enemies: Earth Elemental, Ifrit 
Recommended Item: Eye of Nehateni 


‘This quest is accessible at any time, but can only be completed after you obtain the 
Eye of Nehaleni trom Keira, during Main Quest: Wandering in the Dark (page 80), 


From the Grand Hall of 
Kaer Morhen, head to 
the southeast tower and 
spiral staircase, with 
the massive stone pillar 
In the center, and more 
steps leading down. 
Jgnore all the stairs 

and instead inspect an 
old chest in the middle 
of the three archway alcoves. It contains an interesting book which you should 
immediately read in your Inventory menu. There is an odd margin note regarding 
the breaking of an illusion, and the key being this book. Apparently, all shall be 
revealed in the mines nearby. 


ITEM: Q Ite 


Monstrum, or a Portrayal of Witch« 


Pass the dilapidated 
lake structures and 

the signpost for 

the Old Mines, 
following the track 

into the gully heading 
southwest. Sunken into 
the ground ahead of 
you is the old iron mine 
entrance itself 


After combat, use your Witcher Senses to uncover more secrets from the 
laboratory at the end of this tunnel. These include a registry tome to read, various 
items to gather, and rusting experiment tables to wince at with the memory of 
those that suffered here. Gather what you wish, as this quest concludes. 


ITEM: Quest Item: Trial of the Gr: Tome 


SPOILER ALERT 
ERS’ FORG 


Follow the tunnel into the first cavern, where your inspection of a rough-hewn 
Pedestal is interrupted by a lumbering earth elemental, Face this burdensome 
sentry, and once it succumbs to your blade, move back to the pedestal and 
‘examine it to place the book you found on this plinth. Candles flicker to life, and 
a section of cave wall rumbles open. Continue west. 


You explore a forge 

that is humming with 
magic, Go to the raised 
area with the fireplace, 
blacksmith bellows, and 
anvil, It seems the Eye 
of Nehaleni is picking 
up an illusion in this 
area. Interact with the 
bellows, and the fire 
speaks to you, warning you this place belongs to Radmir of Tor Carnedd. Reply 
how you wish, but mention to the soul of the fire that you wish to look around. 
This doesn't sit well with the Ifrit, and it stands up, blasting you across the 
chamber. Face the frit in monstrous combat. 


G THE LIFE FORCE F 


‘Add to the chances of surviving combat with the ifrit by checking the Bestiary, 
J, Cast Aard when itis ablaze and use heavy attacks while avoiding its strikes. 
a | 


— — 


‘Snuff the ifrit out, then approach the unlit hearth. The Eye of Nehaleni 

‘slowly reveals a secret compartment behind an illusion of a wall. Behind this 
are three chests containing some immense valuables! Gather them as this 
quest concludes. 


ITEMS: Mastercrafted Armor, Master Weapons 


YOU ALWAYS HAVE WARM FOOD AWAITING 
YOUR RETURN 


| This Quests eccessible once Blood and Wine Main Quest: La Cage au Fou has been 
completed. However, you must have made a specific decision during this Main 


‘Quest, in order to access it, to whit: 
| 
During your time investigating the Wight Spoon Collector, you must have chosen 


“Plan B" during your dinner with the Wight, and eaten her broth without using 
‘spoons. After that, you must have followed the stench of the Wight's brew, and 
discovered the transformed Wight; now changed to the elderty Marlene Trastamara. 
| You must have taken her to Goro Bian, told your majordomo (Barnabas) to ok 
‘after her, and spoken to him about her. Two days tater, this quest starts, and you are 
[promoted to return to Corvo Bianco to check up on Marlene, 
annie 


Enter the main building of Corvo Bianco; you'll find 
Marlene looking much better, washed and well fed, 
and wearing an outfit that doesn't consist of soiled 
rags, She thanks you profusely, but weeps for her 
lost loved ones, and fears she has nowhere to go. 
You can 


# Toll her to go to town and start a new life, 
She reluctantly agrees, and leaves Corvo Blanco. 
This quest now concludes. 


‘© Offer to let her stay here, at Corvo Bianco. She's extremely grateful, and vows to 
prepare food that fortifies, nourishes, and delights! Every day a new dish out of 
16 different types she can prepare appears in the breadbox just behind her in the 
kitchen, Geralt can use it to regenerate his health. Of course, her previous cooking 
loft a lot to be desired. ..but she was a Wight then. 


‘She also makes mention of some assembled valuables hidden back at Trastamara 
‘Manor, that remain unclaimed, You can also optionally ask her where she learned 
to cook, and whether she is lonely. 


SPOILER A 


ERT X 


Related Quests: Main Quest: La Cage au Fou, Secondary Quest: No Place 
Like Home 

Locations: Corvo Bianco Vineyard, Trastamara Hunting Cottage, 
Trastamara Manor (Unmarked) 

Characters: Marlene Trastamara, Barnabas-Basil Foulty 

Enemies: Foglets, Barghests 


Assuming you offered to let Marlene stay at Corvo Bianco, you can head 
southeast, all the way to Trastamara Hunting Cottage (watching for Foglets 

and Barghests in the vicinity), and into the spoon-laiden Manor house. Venture 
downstairs, and then further into the cellar, to the main barrel storage. Wade 
through the vast array of spoons, locating the barrel pictured (right of the wall 
torch, left of the rickety steps), which has a different noise when you knock on it. 
Retrieve the following items from the barrel (one of which you can display on a 
shelf in Corvo Bianco), as this quest concludes. 


ITEMS: Golden Stick of Joy, Crowns (400) 


POILER ALERT 


A KNIGHT'S 


Related Quests: Secondary Quest: There Can Be Only One m4 

Locations: Dantan Glade (Unmarked), Lynx Crag spall 

Characters: Woodcutter Jacob, Morholt, Witch of Lynx Crag, Lynxes: 

Enemies: Lynx {Panthers}, Witch of Lynx Crag, Daphne (Banshee), 
Kikimores 


A SITE OF SORCERY: THE WEEPING WILLOW 


OBJECTIVE: 


—<$<—<—$$ 


This Quest is accessible during Blood and Wine Main Quest: The Beast of Toussaint, 
or at any time afterward. The quest begins once you read the notice marked 

|) "Needed: Master Magicker!” One such Notice can be found at the Castel Ravello 

|| Estate's Notice Board. You can also stumble upon this quest while adventuring along 
the road clase to the unmarked location Dantan Glade, where Jacob is located. : 


Venture just west of 
Castle Ravello Vineyard, 
to Dantan Glade; a 
location where the 
Vermentino wine 
company has recently 
started clearing. You 
find the stout-looking 
Jacob, and his wolt- 
looking pet, looking 
over a strange tree. It seems this fellow, taken by fables and fairy tales, firmly 
believes this tree is Daphne, the cursed lady of legend. You can optionally ask if 
Jacob isn’t too old to believe in such tales, before asking what makes him think 
the tree is a cursed girl. He mentions the axe (currently burrowed deep in the 
trunk) caused the tree to spurt blood when he struck it! Jacob seems especially 
fond of fairy tales; ask him why if you wish, before agreeing to examine the tree. 


SECONDARY 
‘QUESTS 


437 


om 


438 


} OBJECTIVES 


Using your Witcher Senses, you can “see” a faint sound coming from the tree. Is 
that wailing? An inspection of the following reveals more evidence; 


* The tree trunk is actually bleeding, and looks like human blood. The bark 
resembles hypertrophic scars in places. 


* Arock by the tree has seeped blood on it. 


‘© The tree stumps surrounding this bleeding willow tree has no other trees near 
it. Inspecting any of the stumps nearby confirms this. 


Speak with Jacob again and confirm his suspicions, Agree to further 
investigation of the matter, and optionally bargain for more coin before you go. 
Jacob points northwest, toward Fox Hollow, indicating Miss Daphne (the possible 
imprisoned girl) and Sir Gareth shared a terrible and fearsome love for each 
other. To prove himself worthy, Gareth was to face the witch of Lynx Crag. Jacob 
gestures yonder, and makes mention of a kerchief given to Sir Gareth by Daphne, 
as a token of her favor. Perhaps finding this would help? You're also given a book 
to (optionally) read to further your knowledge of this fable. Take the time to read 
the book. This opens up an option later on for you to prove your humility, giving 
you an optimal resolution. 


ITEM: Tales and Fables 


NONE BUT FERAL CATS STRAY HERE 


OBJECTIVE 


Run northwest, down the hill, toward a fast-flowing stream on the outskirts of 
Fox Hollow, looking for the crag with the small witch's cottage perched atop of 

it. As you close in, you see a number of large wild cats, but they aren't violent 
Unless you provoke them, how odd. Scale the crags (via the consecutive boulders 
you can grab and haul yourself onto, or by crossing the stream and running up 
the steep meandering path behind the crag) 


There are two small cave entrances beneath the summit of the crag, leading to 
a small, underground cavern where two Kikimore Workers and a Kikimore Warior 
‘can be slaughtered. Further big, brown Lynx cats are also navigated around on 
your trip to the crag’s peak. Here you discover a witch's hut, visible all the way 
{rom the bleeding willow tree. 


OVERCOMING THE POWER OF LOVE 
AND LONGING 


OBJECTIVE 


Enter the hut, which appears to be inhabited, but is currently empty. Begin a 
quick sweep of the area: 


© The hearth has a small cauldron of ingredients, but none you can identify 


* The preparation table against the window has two books, one of them banned 
by the Conclave of Mages! 


© The right side of the table has some bones ground into dust. 


* To your right on a small table is parchment regarding proper administration of 
Yarrow; worth gathering for an optional read later. 


On the far wall is an animal skin. You pull it off the wall to reveal a strange 
scratched pentagram; with spell enhancements (or trophies?) nailed to 
different points around the circumference. Inspect each, one by one: 


(Examine arrow) An arrow broken in half, possibly to bring bad luck. 
(Examine branch) From a gravevine, to ensure a good or bad harvest. 


(Examine kerchief) Silk, monogrammed “D.F", and useful to break the curse if it 
belongs to Daphne. Pick this last, as you're greeted by the owner of this hut once 
you inspect the kerchief. 


(Examine doll) This looks like an accessory for casting curses. 


ITEMS: Bool 
Remarks on the Proper Administr: 


in the Transmutation of Bodies, Book: Liber Ivonis, 
ion of Yarrow, Silk Kerchief j 


When the kerchiet is 
taken off the wall, the 
witch of Lynx Crag 
reveals herself to you. 
She asks what you are 
doing in her home, and 
quickly informs you the 
curse of the bleeding 
tree is almost impossible 
to be undone. You can optionally ask what happened to Sir Gareth the knight (it 
transpires he was seduced and killed by the witch), and you are lft with three 
choices to make regarding the iting of the curse, You can: 


> Tell the witch you'll lift the curse yourself. This leads to Path #1, 


> Plead with the witch to lift the curse. This option only appears if you've read the 
book on fairy tales and know that the witch respects humility. This leads to Path #2. 


> Threaten the witch to lift the curse, or else. This leads to Path #3, 


PATH #1: STUBBORN AND PIGHEADED 


| OBJECTIVE 


You leave the witch's hut, 
confident in your own 
abilities to save Daphne 
from her tree incarceration, 
Back at Dantan Glade, 
Jacob is puffing on a pipe, 
and asks how your meeting 
with the witch went. You 
can optionally mention it 
wasn't as bad as Jacob had described, before mentioning you know how to lft the 
curse. You want to use Daphne's kerchief, after lighting fires to the four winds. 


| OBJECTIVES: 


‘A few hours later, Jacob has made four small bonfires, and you must visit each 
‘one, igniting it with a click of your fingers, or a blast of your lgni. You order the 
prisoner within the tree to recall today who she really is, before tossing the 
kerchief on one of the blazing fires. With a shrieking moan, the spirit is ejected 
from the tree. But it isn't happy! Face this Banshee in combat, using all the guile 
and cunning you learned from reading the Bestiary entry for this creature, on 
page 751 


After you finally dismiss this screaming wraith, you explain to Jacob that you 
went about lifting the curse the wrong way; tearing Daphne from her prison 
rather than freeing her from it. But as Jacob says, “That's what | get for hiring a 
bungler." Now take your coin and go, as the quest concludes. 


ITEM: Crowns (100) 


PATH #2: HUMBLE AND PROSTRATE 


Choose to plead with the witch to lift the curse, and she asks you why she 
should help. You can reply with the following 


> You'll humble yourself. This continues this path. 


> You'll make her do it; leading to Path #3, or you can lift the curse yourself, leading 
to Path #1. 


Assuming you humble yourself, you kneel before the witch, who is surprised at 
your bending of the neck. She explains that Daphne cannot have her lost years 
restored, but she can be made to depart in peace. But that information comes 
with a price: a lock of your hair. She says the hair is needed for a spell to conceal 
herself from you for alltime, but you aren't so sure. You can: 


> Agree to this deal. This continues this path. 


> Say “no chance” and threaten her (Path #3) or that you'll manage on your own 
(Path #1), 


‘Assuming you slice off a lock of your hai, give it to the witch, and listen to 
her advice, you are to convince Daphne that her beloved yearned to retum 

but perished in the attempt. Take the silk kerchief, and a fragment of Gareth's 
remains; his bones lie bleaching in a cave beneath this hut. Fire must consume 
both the kerchief and bones, and your intentions must be pure 


The ghost of Daphne emerges peacefully from the tree and tells her sad version of 
the story. She asks if her betrothed remained faithful. Answer as you wish. She leaves 
the world and passes on. Now that you have successfully freed Daphne, you receive 
payment from Jacob, who is satisfied at the result, and the quest concludes. 

Ww THE FIVE\VIRTUESSA"CHIVALROUS PATH 
Mt you are completing Secondary Quest: There Can Be Only One, property lifting 
Daphne's curse proves your wisdom. 


PATH #3: THREATS AND BLUSTER 


Threaten the witch in 
retum for her help, and 
she is understandably 
furious. She doesn't 
react well to bluster, 
especially under her 
‘own root! As she 
summons a ball of fire, 
you leap out of the 
window, and must face 
the witch in battle! She has offensive fire and lightning magic that can wound 
you if you aren't protected by Quen, she lifts up small boulders to float in the air 
before flinging them at you, but she has litte to stop your melee blows. You must 
defeat one of her big cats as well as the witch herself 


After bettering the witch in combat, she agrees to try and lift the curse. Whether you 
‘trust her or not is irrelevant, so answer as you wish. She vanishes in a cloud of birds 
and feathers, leaving you to return to the Dantan Glade and the bleeding willow tree, 


OBJECTIVES: PORECTIVES: 
zy 
6o 
Exit the hut, and 835 
descend to the bottom 2-8 


of the crag, looking 
on either side of it for 
‘one of the two cave 
entrances to enter, Once 
inside either one, face 
three Kikimore Workers, 


Retrace your steps 

to the tree. When you 
arrive, it seems Jacob 
has vanished, and he'd 


never leave the tree of 
and burn a clutch of fie cin fee nl Boon 
eggs if you wish, before G teach or in OG 
searching this small cavern. Look on the narrow ledges by the southern cave wall a 
your Witcher Senses 


of a glittering suit of armor, with the skeletal remains of Sir Gareth inside, and 
gather his bones. 


ITEM: Remains of Sir Gareth 


You find the following 


© Fresh blood and 
clear deep prints near the tree. 


Follow the tracks along the wooded side of the camp to an area behind a pile 

of logs where you can hear low growling. Oh dear, Jacob's pet is savaging his 
master’s corpse. Morholt turns and leaps at you! The wolf must be quickly put 
down using combat. 


Afterward, approach the remains of Jacob. It seems the witch freed Daphne's 
spirit from the tree, but didn't mention the specter would be insane and full of 
rage. Daphne possessed the first living creature it ran into—Jacob's dog— 
which then savaged Jacob. You say a soft farewell to the chivalrous woodsman, 
Life is rarely like a fairytale. ..and this quest concludes. 
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DANGER ALERT 


\BAW/ 


Related Quests: Main Quest: The Beast of Toussaint, 
Secondary Quest: The Hunger Game a 

Locations: Corvo Bianco Vineyard 

Characters: Barnabas-Basit Foulty, Marlene Trastamara 

Required Items: Up to 14,000 Crowns improvements to Corvo Bianco) 


‘This Quest is accessible during Main Quest: The Beast of Toussaint, once you defeat the 
| Shaelmaar in the Tourney arena, and first meet Duchess Henrietta. You're given the Corvo 
|) Bianco Ownership Deed, and from this point, when you have a free moment (ideally at 
the end of the previously-mentioned Main Quest), you can visit Corvo Bianco. 


+ Itis also possible to begin this quest during Main Quest: La Cage au Fou (it you 
| transform and bring Marlene back from the Trastamara Estate), or after Main Quest; 
' Bo It Ever So Humble (which causes you to return here), During either occasion, you 


| OBJECTIVE 


Now you have the deeds to a sprawling vineyard 
with spectacular vistas of the Sansretour Valley, you 
should spend some time enjoying the fruits of your 
labor. Return to Corvo Bianco, and head up to the 
slightly dilapidated main tower house, Thankfully, 
the unpleasantness you encountered the last time 
you were here has been cleaned up. Waiting outside 
for you Is your majordomo Barnabas-Basil Foulty, a 
most excellent dogsbody. Ask him to tell you more 
about the place and he obliges in exquisite detail, Then request him to show you 
around the vineyard itself. 


Barnabas-Basil Foulty 


You begin with a wonderful view of the valley, after which you stroll through the 
grounds, as Barnabas-Basil regales you with stories of his own ancestry, and a 
‘smattering of facts about the history of the place, Feel free to continue the tour, 
r abruptly stop and wander off yourself; the latter isn’t recommended if you 
wish to learn where every area of interest is. 


ALERT XK 


ty 


The tour stops at the following locations: 
* The servants’ quarters (your majordomo occupies the green home). 
* Olive groves, and your vineyard where a strain of Carvanere is grown. 


* The vineyard gardens, once a supremely lovely place. Now? A supremely 
weedy place. 


* The old herbarium greenhouse, where the aroma of delicate flowers is said to 
still hang in the air. 


© The stables and smithy, the former which served as an additional wine cellar. 
© The cellars, now without a lesser vampire and horrific corpses. 


* You head into the main house, which has a master bedroom, a dining room, 
kitchen, main hall, and an upstairs quest room (currently used for storage), 


With the tour complete, Barnabas-Basil is confident that your innovations (the 
hanging of paintings, and upgrading of facilities) would breathe new life into the 
abode. In fact, that's what the rest of this quest is all about! 


W 


YOU. NT PLAY! 


Jn addition to making improvements to your winery, your majordomo is a particularly 
skilled Gwent player In fact, should you challenge him, you can request he play 

as any of the five factions (or “surprise” you and play as a random faction), and 
‘then request he uses a strong, middle, or weak deck depending on the challenge 
you require, This is an excellent way to train for the Gwent tournaments both in 
Toussaint, and across the Northern Realms! 


MW CORVO BIANGONTOUGHOPGLASS (PART 1) 


‘The following services are now available: 


* Stash Chest (1): Store any unwanted equipment here, 


‘* Hang Paintings (3): Place any shields, works of art, or posters on the wall, 
where indicated. 


‘+ Armor Stand (1); Display a piece ot armor here, 
* Weapon Stand (1): Holds one weapon of your choice, 
‘+ Display Trophies (3): Decorate your abode with up to three trophies or statuettes, 


‘* Display Shelves: Your bedroom now has upgraded display shelves for you to 
place trophies you may have won during quests, 


» OBJECTIVE 


‘Once you've optionally wandered around your new home for a bit, you can speak 
to Barnabas-Basil and request some renovations be carried out. He is thrilled, 
and asks what you'd like to do specifically. You have the following choices: 


* (5,000 Crowns) “Let's do some work on the interiors”: This transforms the 
paintwork on the exterior of the main house, and adds interior decorations 
and fine furniture to the main hall, master bedroom, dining room, kitchen, and 
guest room, This requires three full days to complete. 


* “The grounds — be nice to improve those.” Bariabas-Basil agrees, and asks 
whether you want to install an armor repair table or grindstone: 


‘© (1,000 Crowns) “Order a table,” and in one day's time, you have an Armorer's 
Table to hammer on. 


‘* (1,000 Crowns) “a Grindstone to sharpen my swords,” and in one day's time, 
you have a Grindstone. 


RENOVATIONS PART 1: FROM TATTY TO TREMENDOUS! 


At this point, you must wait (either by Meditating or adventuring) until this quest 
objective updates, and then return to see the transformation of your dwelling. 
The effect is stunning! 


ter Bedroom (before) 


Main Hall loterior (after) Master Bedroom (after). 


When you've explored the improvements to your abode, and perhaps started 
to display your Witcher gear on the armor stands and weapon racks, speak to 
Barnabas-Basil and request some further renovations be carried out. It is, of 
course, his pleasure to serve. You have the following choices: 


I CORVO'BIAN 


OATOUCH OPCLASS (I 


The following additional services are now available: “Let's do some work on the interiors”: This time around, you have a number of 


rover maki 
+ Armor Stands (3): Display up to three pieces. Ren reterey Sees 


‘© Weapon Stands (3): Holds up to three weapons. * (1,000 Crowns) “Could use a better bed,” and in one day's time, a lavish place 


© Hang Paintings: Place any shields, paintings, or posters on the wall, to rest your head (with a Health bonus} Is yours. 


where indicated. © (500 Crowns) “Order another weapon rack,” and in a day's time, you receive 
‘© Armorer’s Table (1): Improve armor protection (temporarily) here. two more weapon racks to display your blades, 
* Grindstone (1): Improve weapon effectiveness (temporarily) here. © (500 Crowns) “I need more armor stands,” and in a day's time, you receive 
+ Alchemist’s Laboratory (1): Improve potions and bombs with one additional two of them; a perfect spot for your newly-colored armor sets! gn 
charge, and dismantle mutagens, 6b 
* (1,000 Crowns) “Let's see to the guest room,” and in two days, you won't 65 
believe what the upstairs storage room has been turned into! 8° 
Not only are the Ee = | 


renovations coming 
along swimmingly, but 
laborers have made a 
most unusual discovery 
in your cellar! You can 
head there now or 

later. When you decide 


“The grounds — be nice to improve those.” Barnabas-Basil concurs, and a wealth 
of options is presented....providing you have the wealth to purchase everything! 


* (2,000 Crowns) “Roach deserves a roomier stable,” and in two days, your 
faithful steed has a roof over her head, and a bonus to her stamina. 


© (2,000 Crowns) “Herbs in the garden,” and in one day's time, you have the 
ability to sow herbs in the herbarium greenhouse (useful for growing herbs 

to descend into the that create mutagens or change mutagen colors). In addition, Corvo Bianco 

location where you Orchard allows you to harvest plants you need to create dyes to change 

fought the Bruxa, you notice an uncovered brick wall. Break it open using Aard, the color of gear in your Witcher sets (plants grow back after a certain 

‘and venture into what appears to be an alchemist's laboratory of exceptional amount of time) 

quality! Examine the lab table, pick up a letter to gain more historical knowledge 

of the place, and use both the benches here: 


Feel free to order as many or as few of these improvements as you wish, 


‘© One grants any bomb and potion you have with one additional charge 
(return here each time you obtain or make more to improve more bombs 
and potions). 


© The other allows you to dismantle monster mutagens to normal mutagens, 
without having to pay for this privilege! 


ITEM: Jutius ban Gavh’e’s letter 
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RENOVATIONS PART 2: FROM TREMENDOUS TO STUPENDOUS! 


Now you can continue your exploration of Toussaint, or simply Meditate for two full days and return to Corvo Bianco, and take in the last of your upgrades. This place 
is simply breathtaking! 


New Bed (before). New Bod (ater) 


FINAL TOUCHES 


Not only is your place 
looking fit for a Witcher 
facing semi-retirement, 
but when you speak to 
Barnabas-Basil once 
all improvements are 
made, he’s discovered 
a bottle of Sepremento 
(the 1250 vintage). 

You uncork it on the 
veranda, and more 
stories are told as the 
sun slowly sets in over 
the spectacular Sansretour Valley, and this quest concludes. 


vain Hall, 


An example of th 


hangings, swor 


CORVO BIANCO: A TOUCH OF HOME COOKING 


if you completed Secondary Quest: The Hunger Game, and rescued Marlene 
Trastamara from her life as a cutlery-collecting Wight (see page 437), and 
allow her to stay at Corvo Bianco as part of her quest, she bakes one sample of 
baked food each day for you to eat, if you wish. It can be found in the breadbox 
(behind her before improvements are made, and on the furniture near the 
fireplace afterward). 


CORVO BIANCO: OBJETS D'ART [QUEST-RELATED) 


Stables roturbishment (after) 


W Cor 


‘The final additional services are now available: 
‘* Weapon Racks (+2): Hang weapons and armor hore for display. 
* Armor Stands (+2): Display armor here. 


* New Bed (1): Sleep in your master bed to earn certain buffs. Level 1 ~ Heals you, 
Level 2 - +500 max health, Level 3 - +1000 health, 


'* Greenhouse and Orchard: Grow and pick herbs for mutagen creation and color 
change. Grow and pick plants for dye, to change the color of your Witcher gear, 


‘Stable: Roach's stable increases her Stamina (by 100 percent). 


ANGO: 3) 


TOUCH OPCL 
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CORVO BIANCO: A TOUCH OF WALL ART AND TROPHIES 


Whether you're affixing an elven shield, or a picture of a buxom wench from a 
prison poster on your wall, there are a number of locations (and quests) where 
you can find artwork to hang, as well as display piece trophies to show off. In 
addition, you can also purchase decor from Dupont & Sons Emporium of Diverse 
Merchandise, an unmarked shop in Beauclair (near Metinna Gate). Bring a big 
coin purse if you want them all! 


Object Type Object Name Related Quest How Obtained Page Number 
Display Pece Award) | Gohan Suck t Joy Secondary Qvest The Hunger Game ES Oe ee as 
Display Piece Award) | Fistcufts Campion Trophy Secondary Quest. ats of Fury. Toussaint Reward for beating al our Righter using your ists 09 
Diglay lace Award) | The Victor's Cup Gwent Quest: To Everything —Tur, Tur, Tournament Reward for beating al tournament players on 
Display Pece (Figurine) | Reginald Figurine Secondary Quest: Goodness. Gracious. Great Balls of Granite! | Reward for restoring Reginald tothe At Curator 467 
‘Wall Hanging ‘Sheks)__| Aricent Elven Shild ‘Secondary Quest Extreme Cosplay “Acqred during the ritual when completing tis quest a9 
‘Wall Hanging (Shield) | Ravix of Fourhorn's Shiela Secondary Quest: The Warble of a Smitten Knight “Acquired trom the Scribe when choosing a crest 443 
Wail Hanging (Shield) | Si Geralt of Rivals Shield" “Secondary Quest: The Warble of @ Smitten Knight ca choosing a crest m3 
Wall Hanging (Painting) —_| Painting of Herarch Hemmetfart | Main Quest: A Poet Under Pressure ‘A reward trom the Halfing painters atthe end of this quest 199 
Wat Hanging Painting) | UN Md Parka VBCOU %® | ain est Wo Pace ke Home ‘Arenaud tom Dandlon when he vs Cove Banco 2 
aang Pari Sry pt Ove The Pat Hears of Sto MnO Opn Some fouft a os meearh Oaviat arte Osgat | ot] 
Wa Hanging Pinang) | Tr a Secondary Quest: Portrait ofthe Witcher as an Od Man | Purchased rom the Painter tthe end ofthe quest an 
Wall Hanging Painting) —_| The White Wott (Contract: Big Game Hunter Reward from Count Beledal when you vist his party at Franca 538 
Wail Hanging (Poster) Prison Poster ‘Secondary Quest: The Perks of Being a Jaifbird Acquired at the end of this quest 353 
*You can have one, but not Both, ofthese shields "You cam have on 1 these paintings 
CORVO BIANCO: OBJECT D’ART (PURCHASED) 

Type Name 
Wail Hanging Pang) Axetuza's Tower al Sundown Wail Hanging Pati) The Beauta Palace 
Wal Hanging Painting) ‘Ruins of an Old Fort Wall Hanging (Painting) The Battle of Anghian, 1206 (reproduction) 
Wall Hanging alana Harvest Tine n White Ocha ‘Wa Ranga Parting) Harber, 1220 reproduction 
Wal Hanging Painting Herbals Hut Wall Hanging Painting) ‘Spice Merchant. 1212 reproduction) 
‘Wail Hanging Painting) Van Rogh sl-portait ‘Wall Hanging Painting) tin Kovir Ego - N. Boussin (reproduction) 
Wail Hanging Painting) Garibaldi Hagan. 1226 Wall Hanging Painting) ‘Stil Life - J. de Varvan. 1222 (reproduction) 
‘Wall Hanging (Painting) “Auburn Maiden on a Field of Black Wal Hanging Painting ‘Knight Returring from his Quest 
Wall Hanging (Painting) The Conception of Eduard (reproduction) ‘Wail Hanging Painting) Cirita Fiona Elen Riannon, Queen of Cina 
Wal Matias Fst Stes reproduction Wal Hangin Patna) Emit var Eres, Emperor of gaa 
Wall Hanging (Painting) The Coming of Ludovic (reproduction) 


SPOILER ALERT KK 


THE WARBLE|OHA SMITTEN KNIGHT. _ 


of Lai 


Sir Gregol 


eS 

| This quest becomes accessible once Main Quest: The Beast of Toussaint concludes, 

\| you then finish Main Quest: Blood Run, and Main Quest: La Cage Au Fou is active, 
Return to the Tourney Grounds north of Beauclair and locate Guillaume in the lazaret 
to begin. 


| As Guillaume may become “indisposed” later into your questing adventure (once 
| Main Quest: The Night of Long Fangs begins), you are encouraged to complete this 
quest before this point. 


Seek out the well-meaning knight named Guillaume 
de Launfal at the medics tent on the eastern edge of 
the Tourney Grounds, near the arena walls and hill 
down to Corvo Bianco, Guillaume, if you remember, 
was challenging the giant named Goylat when you 
first arrived in Toussaint, and he was wounded 
during the Shaelmaar battle in the arena, Now he 
has a matter of prime urgency and import! Due to 
his arm, he's unable to take part in the chivalrous 
tournament currently occurring, and wonders if you'd stand in for him. 


Guillaume de Lavatal 


Furthermore, he believes something foul has occurred to a certain maiden—nay, 
a lady—that he's had his eye on; a spell or curse has befallen Vivienne, one 

of Duchess Henrietta’s ladies in waiting who is overseeing the tournament. 
Optionally jest you can guess her symptoms, before asking why she seems 
cursed, Guillaume explains Vivienne shuns the company of others, shrieked 
strangely when they were walking, and ventures into the woods where she 
seemed to melt into thin air. You have two optional conversation choices (noticing 
anything else unusual and mentioning the odd behavior might not be as strange 
as Guillaume remembers) before asking for more information about Vivienne. He 
tells you about her mother (also a lady-in-waiting) and her father (a knight). Little 
more is known. 


Now for the tourney plan; optionally ask Guillaume more about it, before agreeing 
to help (and upping your fee if you wish). Now Guillaume wishes to see how 

well you shoot, ride, and fight; as the three tournament events showcase one or 
more of these talents. Tournament rules should be learned, and put into practice. 
At this point, you can choose what to practice (in any order you like, though the 
events are in the following order} 


© “Target practice": This begins Practice Makes Perfect Part #1 (below) 
© “Horsemanship”; This begins Practice Makes Perfect Part #2 (below). 
© “Let's try sword fighting”; This starts Practice Makes Perfect Part #3 (below), 


* “Don't need any practice”; This skips the practicing sessions, which isn't 
recommended, and starts the competition. 


PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT #1 


E OBJECTIVES 


Itis a short walk to the 
shooting range, where 
Guillaume explains the 
‘simple premise; you 
must simply shoot the 
six red knights before 
the time ticks down to 
Zero, and ignore any 

of the white and blue 
knight targets. Whether 
you complete the task or not, Guillaume asks afterward if you wish to practice 
again. You can practice as many times as you wish, Then you can opt to practice 
for the other two events, or temporarily halt the quest. 


‘Shooting six red knights within the allotted time (around 30 seconds) is 
straightforward, and uses your crossbow. 
+ Employ your regular bolts (so you don’t waste any special bolts), and use | 
‘manual aiming, | 
‘© Work from left to right, or right to lef, so you are making small aiming 
adjustments when moving from one target to the next. | 
‘© Tag each target in order (passing over targets to return to them later slows | 
you down). 
‘* A most proficient Witcher should be able to knock all six targets down with 
around three-quarters (around 22 seconds) left in the "Time Remaining" bar, | 
* You can increase this stil further by bringing a better crossbow with you, and/or 
purchasing crassbow-related Abilities; read up on these in the Training section, 
starting on page $6. 
‘+ I's worth perfecting this so you can easily win the Tournament Event itself, 


PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT #2 


p OBJECTIVES: 


SECONDARY 
‘QUESTS 


a 


Tourney Race: Practice Course 


The second of the events is over by the racing track arena, and tests your horse 
riding skills, and ability to shoot and use your sword while on horseback, It is a 
Jot more difficult than simply tagging wooden knights with a crossbow bolt! You 
must understand the three aspects of this event: 
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You must ride as if 
attempting a horse 
race; although no 
others are racing 
with you at the same 
‘moment (either in 
practice or at the 
event); they attempt 
the same course, 
and each knight 
earns a point if they beat the clock. 


There are a number of dummies on the route; these can (but don't have to be) 
cut with your blade. 


There are a number of targets along the route; these can 


(but don't have to be) shot using your crossbow. 


* The reason to strike 
each dummy and 
target with your 
blade and bolt is 
that a successful 
hit increases the 
time you have left to 
complete the course, 
essentially giving you 
a better time. 


> 


Whether you complete the task or not, Guillaume asks afterward if you wish 

to practice again. You can practice as many times as you wish (and it is well 
worth perfecting this). Then you can opt to practice for the other two events, or 
temporarily halt the quest. 


This practice course has a dummy, a checkpoint, a dummy, a checkpoint, a target, 
‘a checkpoint, a target, and the finish line, You have 60 seconds to complete this 


hit, eight seconds are added. 


‘+ Track: Just like Races, you must gallop through each checkpoint, though you 
don’t need to be on the track between each checkpoint; so study the map to see 
‘any possible shortcuts you can take. Be careful, though. You lose the race it you 
‘move too far from the track. 


% | ‘course. For each dummiy you strike, eight seconds are added. For each targot you 
| 
| 
| 
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* Track: Some checkpoints are around tight bends and easily missed. Fail to pass 


through one, and you must turn Roach around, and try again, which effectively 
takes you out of the running for winning this in the event itself, Treat checkpoints 
‘88 more important than any other activity in this event, 


'* Track: Every time you approach a dummy or target, time slows down so you can 


more accurately strike them. Why not raise your sword when approaching an 
‘obstacle (like a checkpoint or bridge) so you can more accurately steer over or 
through it? 


* Track: Obviously, a quicker horse means a quicker race! You should gallop as 


often as possible, easing off only when sharp comers, or obstacles you are in 
danger of missing, appear. 


‘© Track: Augment Roach with quality saddles and blinders to help him maintain a 


hhigher top speed and stamina. 


* Dummies: Hold down your sword-swinging button and release it around five feet 


before you reach the dummy, so you knock its head off at the correct time. This 
is relatively easy providing you look ahead and manually spot each dummy. Feel 
free to hold down the sword button earlier than normal 


* Targets: These are much more ditficutt to strike, as Roach continues in a straight 


line while you're aiming, which can mean he veers off-course, So look for targets. 
‘as early as possible. They are always on the right side of the route, 


'* Targets: You usualy only have one chance to hit a target before you become too close 


to the target to aim properly, or before Roach veers into a ditch or off a bridge; it's 
‘more important to keep your speed up and ignore a target than to keep aiming at one. 
you haven't struck a target with your second bolt, ignore it and keep going! 


‘= Targets: When hitting a target, look for the timer bar to increase, and the target 


to rock back and forth slightly (and the objective to update); this is easier than 
‘manually peering to see if you struck the target successfully. There is also an 
indication on the screen that you just hit a target. 


* Targots: Itisn't necessary to strike each target or dummy to win this event; 


‘$0 expect to miss around four or five (in total) and still have a chance to win, 
providing you pass through every checkpoint at a relatively quick speed. 


© Aproficient Witcher should be able to strike both dummies and hit both targets, 


then complete the course with around two-thirds left in the “Time remaining” bar. 


PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT #3 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Move to the open area where a group of knights are practicing their parrying, 
and Guillaume introduces you to infantry combat, Each knight has a different 
method for attacking, and it's up to you to defend yourself while looking for an 
opening. Expect to face well-armored foes armed with halberds, or a sword 
and shield (this depends on which knight you randomly face), Whether you win 
the fight or not, Guillaume asks afterward if you wish to practice again. You can 
practice as many times as you wish (subsequent knights have different types of 
Weapons and possibly shields, so you are encouraged to repeat this). Then you 
can opt to practice for the other two events, or temporarily halt the quest. 


This requires you to perform with your steel sword at the height of competence. No 
‘Signs are to be used—magic gives you an unfair advantage in chivalric battles such 
as these—and instead you must learn the openings of your opponent, Signs are 
temporarily inaccessible during these bouts; even defensive Signs such as Quen. 


* Certain knights, such as Guy de Bois Fresnes, use a spear in combat, striking 
from range. This can easily better you if your timing is off. Learn to block the 
strikes, dodge, and retaliate when Guy is finishing a strike and is vulnerable, 


** Other knights, such as Donimir of Troy, opt for a sword and shield, and can be met 
ata closer range, but can be difficult to penetrate trom the front. Dodge or roll 
‘around him when he tries to strike, and cut him at his flank. Or push him back and 
strike after a parry when he's off-balance. However, i a knight fights with a two- 
handed sword, striking after parrying might not work, as they will jump back 

* Be much more defensive in your posture than normal, as you don't have Signs to 
fall back on, and these are no simple bandits you're facing! However, the timing 
{or blocking and parrying is very similar to those of a toughened bandit. 


** You don't need to worry about dying, just surviving, in the combat arena, In the 
main event, expect multiple opponents and a much more chaotic atmosphere, 
Pertect your blocking, dodging, rolling to strike, and parrying right here. 


+ Ityou can’t parry a foe using either a halberd, or a sword and shield, and whittle 
them down to a victory, you should practice here until you can. That is, if you 
wish to win this tournament! 


QUEST FOR A CREST 


OBJECTIVE 


Once you've practiced all three events to your satisfaction, Guillaume instructs 
you to head to the inscription tent; your scrolls must be in order. Head to the 
Southern part of the Tourney Grounds, to the tent showing the standings of the 
different Heraldic Houses (no scores are visible yet, as the competition hasn't 
begun, but you can check here as the tournament progresses). Enter the tent and 
speak to the Scribe. 


The Scribe has spent 
some considerable 
time looking into 

your personal history 
(in heraldic terms, 
fortunately), and offers 
you two crests which 
you can fight for: 


‘> As Geralt of Rivia, 
No surprise there. 


‘® As the honorable 


Ravix of Fourhorn. The Honorable Sir Ravix of 


Fourhorn (knight armor). 


Sir Gorall of Rvie 
(tnight armor) 
Choosing one crest over another influences a minor scuffle with a rival knight, later 
in this quest. Feel free to ask the Scribe more about “Geralt of Rivia” and “Ravix of 
Fourhom;” both are related to your past exploits in your younger days, Make your 
choice, and you receive a commemorative shield, which isn't used in combat, but 
can be hung on a wall in your Corvo Bianco compound. 


After you've optionally asked about the challenges, the vows, and the prizes (of 
particular interest isa special sword, forged by Comelius of Assengard, no less, 
for the winner of the tournament should he defeat the reigning champion), you 
may make a vow: 


Swear on the heron. 


4 Swear on your lady's love (though you don’t mention which particular lady its). 


% Swear on the garter of the Duchess. 
Don't make a vow. 


Vows only influence what is said during the final victory, should you better the 
current champion, Then you sign up, and are given some particularly shiny armor: 


ITEMS: Sir Geratt of Rivia’s Shield, Sir Geratt of Rivia's Armor, 
Toussaint Knight's Gauntlets, Toussaint Knight's Trousers, 
Toussaint Knight's Boots 


OR 


ITEMS: Ravix of Fourhorn's Shield, Ravix of Fourhorn’s Armor, 
Toussaint Knight's Gauntlets, Toussaint Knight's Trousers, 
Toussaint Knight's Boots 


Whether you're representing iva or Fourhor, re cavutiead tet 

the coat of arms and color scheme. As this is heavy armor, and you may not have 
focused your previous adventuring on the wearing of such attire, you may also 
Temove this armor, and don protective equipment more suited to your adventuring, 

| Though this isn’t in the spirit of the tournament, wearing your preferred armor (for 

| the infantry combat particularly, as well as adventuring outside the Tourney Grounds) 


} is an excollent idea. 
= $n —rmerlllineted 


Consult the Tourney Grounds Atlas entry on page 693 to discover the various vendors 

| at this location. tn addition, you may look around the various tents, and examine the 

bannors and tents of the nine major heraldic houses that knights are fighting for the 
honor of, This isn’t necessary, but you can learn who's here, and where they hail from. | 
a 


CHIVALRY AND RIVALRY: 
MEET THE TOURNAMENT KNIGHTS 


Before you face your first rival at the marksmanship 
duel, itis worth sizing up your opponents. You may 
have fought a few of them during combat practice. 
Al hail from across the globe, fighting under 
different crests; some familiar and others new to 
you. You face off against some or al of them during 
the competition, The biggest threat is the terrifying 
Sir Gregoire of Mount Gorgon; an Iron Borg more 
than twice your size! 


FIRST TRIAL: MARKSMANSHIP DUEL 


| OBJECTIVE 


The tournament is about 
to begin! When you're 
ready to face your first 
challenger, head down 
to the shooting range. 
You're waylaid by your 
friend Palmerin, who 

is waiting his tum at 
this challenge; he faces 
Rainfarn of Attre, who 
seems to be preparing for archery by inhaling fisstech. Palmerin mentions that 
the marksmanship duel may be slightly trickier than you may have thought, as 
the sun will be in your eyes. Palmerin, even though he's a southerer, suggests 
You play a quick round of Gwent. Win, and you swap places in the duel, with a 
more favorable view of the targets. Palmerin plays a strong Scoia’tael deck. 


You can: 


Agree, challenge him to Gwent, and win. The sun won't be in your eyes during the 
duel, which now takes place in ate afternoon. 


‘Agree, challenge him to Gwent, and lose. Or lose. Or refuse the game of Gwent. The sun is 
in your eyes during the duel, 


| OBJECTIVE: 


The tournament now 
begins (in the morning 
with the sun in your 
eyes, or late afternoon 
if you beat Palmerin at 
Gwent). After a fanfare 
and some pomp and 
circumstance from Le 
Papillon the bard, you 
begin your duel with 
Horm Akerspaark 


Unlike in practice, there are 18 targets, with nine for you to hit (red) and nine for 
Horm to strike (blue and white). If the sun is in your eyes, it's a little more difficult 
to make out the colors, so refer to the nearby picture to see where each red 
target is (Geralt’s head obscures one red target, and his sword hitt obscures one 
blue and white target) 


Depending on the difficulty, Horm can be quite adept. Utilize the tactics you 


Jearned during practice to soundly thrash him, but you shouldn't expect an easy 
victory on the higher difficulty levels. 


After the duel, you have a brief opportunity to speak to Lady Vivienne (and if you 
win, she presents you with a crossbow adorned with your crest). You can ask her 
about the other prizes, or that your medallion Is humming when she is close by; 
the latter results in an evasive answer from Vivienne. After a brief congratulation 
(or commiseration) from Horm, you meet up with Guilaume again, You agree 
Vivienne is cursed in some way. Guilaume has found which tent she occupies, 
and reckons searching it might grant you further clues, 


ITEM: Sir Goralt of Rivia’s Crossbow 
oR 
ITEM: Ravix of Fourhorn’s Crossbow 


INVESTIGATION: 
GUILLAUME DOESN'T GIVE A HOOT 


Bun 
OBJECTIVE AS 
4 as 
9 


1BaW} 


You arrive at Lady Vivienne's tent, Guillaume tells you to search inside for any 
clues while he keeps watch outside. He'll hoot like an owl if anyone approaches, 
Oblige, and head inside, finding the following upon examination: 


© Claw marks on a bookcase; big marks from a beast. 


Ajar of concealing ointment; powerful magic is at work here. 


‘An oriole feather on her writing desk. Does she keep one as a pet? 


Naezan salts atop a cabinet, used to make compresses. 


. 


‘Some draped clothing with a dark green and yellow hue; someone other than 
Yennefer with a fixed color scheme. 


When he finds both the claw marks and the feather, Geralt will suspect that Vivienne 
‘might be a Bruxa. He will mention his suspicions in later dialogues with Vivienne, 


‘There's also some notes on her writing desk; a simple list for clothing, a saddle, 
and a lot of “magic cream,” You are able to uncover four of the five examinable 
items before Guillaume gives you a “stage whisper” to let you Know someone 
approaches. One of Vivienne's servants catches you in the tent, and orders you to 
leave. The investigation halts as the next event begins. 
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SECOND TRIAL: THE GREAT RACE 


» OBJECTIVE: 


The racing event is 
‘about to begin! Pass 
the snack vendor, 

head between the 

two guards, and wait 

in line as Le Papillon 
introduces each of 

the knights; your first 
introduction to every 
single one of your rivals 
in this competition! After Lady Vivienne inspects the line of knights, you catch 
your first glimpse of Sir Gregoire of Mount Gorgon; a mountain of a man who 
waits to be challenged at the end of the third event. 


After Le Papillon’s flowery introductions, he asks if anyone requires the rules of 
this event to be spelled out in lavish, poetic utterances. Remain silent, or request 
this if you wish; it could be helpful to listen to this dandy spout off, as you learn 
that (according to him) there are five targets to strike with bolts. 


SIR GERALT OF RIVIA: AN OFFENSE TO HONOR 


% Ifyou chose the Rivia crest (even if you're not wearing the armor), Prince Anseis 
leans out and says your presence here is an offense to his honor, for the way you 
deserted his mother, Queen Meve. He stands back in line, seething. 


FAVIX OF FOURHORN: ANOTHER POCK TO MARK YOU 


> Ifyou picked the Fourhorn crest (even if you haven't donned the armor), Count 
Tailles leans out and tells you he bears marks where he met your steel, and 
‘swears he'll add another pock to your face by tourney's end! 


OFF TO THE RACES 


Towmey Race: Competition Course 


Now for the race itself! 
Gallop off the starting 
line, with a long left 
tum, and lear the route 
by studying this guide's 
map, and learning the 
order of everything 


© Dummy #1:A race 
downhill to your first 
dummy (on the left 


. 


Checkpoint #1: Downhill to your first checkpoint. 


Target #1: Downhill and a slight right to the target (on the right) 

* Checkpoint #2: Down the stream to the next checkpoint. 

* Dummy #2: Slight left turn to a dummy (left) just before the bridge. 

* Checkpoint #3: Over the wood bridge, straight to the next checkpoint. 

* Target #2: Sharp left turn, over a stone bridge and a target (on the right). 
‘* Dummy #3: Uphill gallop, relatively straight, to a dummy (on the left) 

* Target #3: Slight left curve uphill, to another target (on the right). 


Dummy #4: Uphill gallop to a dummy (on the left) 


Checkpoint #4: The checkpoint is almost immediately afterwards, medium 
left tur, 


Target #4: Down into a narrow stream bridge, with a target on the other side 
(on the right), 


Dummy #5 (right route), Target #5 (left route), Checkpoint #5: The track splits. 
The left route is longer, has a target along the trail, and you can cut across the 
hillside to the right to reach the checkpoint. The right route is slightly shorter, 
and has a dummy on the lower parallel goat trail. When the routes join, pass 
the next checkpoint 


Dummy #6: Uphill gallop to a dummy (on the right) 


Checkpoint #6: A slight left turn over shallow water, then through 
the checkpoint. 


Target #6: The route splits with a very sharp left turn, or a medium left turn 
The former is shorter but more dangerous. Both routes head either side of 
a small hut, then they join up with a target ahead and slightly downhill 

(to the right, 


Checkpoint #7: A checkpoint before a sharp right turn, 


Dummy #7:A slight uphill gallop, past a dummy (on the right) 


Dummy #8:A long medium left turn, over a stone bridge, and a dummy on the 
left as you pass over a rise. 


Target #7:A sharp right tur, with a target almost immediately on your right. 


Checkpoint #8 and #9: A medium left turn through the checkpoint, back into 
‘the racing arena, and the finish line. 


Available Time: 

Easy: 85 seconds 

* Medium: 75 seconds 

* Hard: 55 seconds 

* Death March: 45 seconds 
* Dummies: +15 seconds 


© Targets: +10 seconds 


If you win, you are presented with a saddle showing the crest you are 
representing, and Lady Vivienne asks about the white-haired man sneaking 

out of her tent. She's ticked off at your juvenile response. If you fal, no such 
conversation (or prize) is awarded. Soon, the apple-crunching Guillaume beckons 
you over for an evening's festivities; there's a feast to enjoy while you both wait 
for a more appropriate time to speak to Vivienne. 


INTERLUDE: CHIVALRY AND REVELRY 


Some time later, both you and Guillaume are at the open-air tavern by the lake, 
talking about what you've found out regarding Vivienne, Either agree to a tipple 
before she arrives or don't. Then your conversation is interrupted by a knight 
with a bee in his bonnet, and an axe to grind: 


SIR GERALT OF RIVIA: A DUEL FOR MOTHER MEVE 


| OBJECTIVE 


If you chose the Rivia crest, Prince Anseis makes good on his offer to challenge 
you for offending his honor, and demands satisfaction! He challenges you to 
‘mounted combat, which you can agree to, or face getting kicked out of the 
tournament. The action moves to the (now deserted) racing arena, where you 
must charge with steel sword aloft, and swipe it into the armored form of 
Prince Anseis. If you've previous experience of mounted combat, apply it here. 
Otherwise, use the same technique you perfected on the dummies, starting your 
attack so you're hitting the knight on the upswing before he hits you. Gallop from 
‘one end of the arena to the other before turning round, so you can line up your 
‘swipe exactly and have time to accurately strike your foe. 


‘After the bout, you explain, in no uncertain terms, the reasons why you needed 
to leave Anseis' mother's camp. The explanation is accepted, and Prince Anseis 
now accepts you as a man of honor. The feast continues. 


RAVIX OF FOURHORN: OUT FOR THE COUNT 


P OBJECTIVE 


® it you picked the 
Fourhorn crest, Count 
Tales (flanked by 
two bodyguards) 
makes good on his 
offer to challenge 
you for offending him 
twice, and demands 
satisfaction! You 
aren't interested 
in his nonsense, prompting him to surround you with his thugs, and the chat 
degenerates into a bout of fisticuffs. Guillaume proves his worth by tackling one 
of the bodyguards, leaving you to pummel the other thug and the Count himself, 
The usual fist fighting rules apply. 


After the pummeling punishment, Count Tallies (or you) stands up off the 
floor, and leaves either in embarrassment or with a taste of victory. 
The feast continues. 


INTERLUDE ENDS: THE SILENT MOUNTAIN 


With the feast (and the 
wine drinking) in full 
swing, Lady Vivienne 
addresses the revelers, 
offering the finest wines 
known to humanity, the 
sweetest meats, and a 
private tent for those 
that crave solitude. She 
reminds the knights 
that the best among them may yet face the reigning champion Sir Gregoire. She 
warns everyone to be mindful of the trial tomorrow; the final event where the 
winner is decided. Then she retires to her tent. 


INVESTIGATION: THE ORIOLE FLYS 
OVER THE HILL 


E OBJECTIVES: 


Itis worth spending a tew moments preparing for an unintended hike (and monster 
combat); as you're about to ascend up into the Gorgon Foothills. 


Visit Vivienne's tent (where you and Guillaume went to earlier), and she is 
nowhere to be found. Step out onto the lake-side deck, where you spot a golden 
oriole which takes to the skies with a chirrup. Use your Witcher Senses to “see” 
the songs it sings as it flies off across the lake in a roughly westerly direction 
The bird seems to want you to follow it 


You head into a narrow goat trail winding further west into the hilly wilderness, 
You may be startled by a Boar, then a Panther, and a second big cat. Fight off 
these adversaries, then home in on the bird's location. If it lands, move to the 
source of the sound and it takes off again. Climb a hill heading southwest, 
crossing two small wood bridges while battling another Boar and Panther. 


| OBJECTIVE 


Cross more bridges as the terrain becomes increasingly steep, and the bridges 
‘more rickety. Running south, then southwest, ascend into some wooded thickets, 
before the bird takes off and flies over a cave entrance, and over Rosetree Hill 

It seems the only way onward is up through the cave. Unfortunately, this cave is 
the lair of a Wight, and up to three Barghests! Battle these forsaken foes, using 
tactics from the Bestiary (on pages 741 and 750 respectively), 


Exit the cave where 

the bird sits, and it fies 
off again, leading you 
up an overgrown path, 
then into the forest, and 
to a lake in the woods. 


‘You approach a creature 
sitting on its haunches, 
staring at the lake, Lady 
Vivienne’s curse is true; 
she seems afflicted with a mutation resulting in a distinctly bird-like appearance. 
Ifyou found the clues that made Geralt suspect that Vivienne was a Bruxa, he 
may comment on it. She waits quietly for you to kill her, You explain you only hunt 
monsters, and she isn't one (to your eyes at least). When she asks how you see 
her, answer as you wish. You seek to help her, and Guillaume’s motives should be 
clear to her too. When she asks whether you'll turn on her, answer as you wish 
(though more pleasant responses are first and second), 


Vivienne explains how her parents were cursed by a creature dwelling in these 
woods, Optionally ask what it looked like, then ask her to continue the story. 
She explains the curse, and how she maintains her “normal” appearance 

using magic, after which you can optionally mention the dangers this entails. 
Then explain you're here to lift the curse. You explain a method to lift the curse 
(transferring it to someone else), which is quickly dismissed. Optionally ask why, 
before mentioning a second method: This one is an ancient ritual involving an, 
oriole egg. It could work, but there may be side-effects (including having the 
seven-year lifespan of an oriole), While Vivienne thinks it over, she dresses, and 
you can remain here or return to the Tourney Grounds. 


SECONDARY 
‘QUESTS 


‘Some time later, you 
‘meet with Guillaume 
again at the Rivia 

tent. He's out of his 
mind with worry, and 
demands to know 
what ails Vivienne. Your 


The battle ends when one of the following occurs: 


* Your Vitality is emptied due to enemy prodding, and other team mates are 
still standing, 


* Your Vitality is emptied due to enemy prodding, and you're the last man 
standing on your team. 


* Your team brings down all five enemy foes, no matter how helpful you were. 


Choice here affects the 
outcome of this quest. * You slay all of the enemies (which is usually impossible; the most you're likely 
You can: to take down is four of the five), 
> End #1: Mention that a powerful curse afflicts her (even though you promised Time for everyone's favorite bard narrator that isn't Dandelion to read off the 
Vivienne you wouldn't mention anything), and that she is transforming into a final scores: 


bird. Guillaume pleads for you to help her, and you mention a method of ridding 


ances ing her life inthe STNhi ia’ BabA Giles find > If Palmerin’s team wins, he goes on to face Sir Gregoire, leaving you to end 


agreed to; answer him as you wish, before mentioning a second method (via her Peres ete ee ee 
reflection and a transfer of the curse to another), Guillaume is quick to volunteer > If you brought down more knights than Palmerin, and won all other competitions, 
to sacrifice himself for Vivienne, but asks which you'd recommend. Choose he gracefully concedes, and the ultimate battle of the tournament begins! 
clther the egg ritual or the water method. Then Guillaume asks if you'l finish 
the tourney, FINAL TRIAL: SCALING THE MOUNTAIN 
> End #2: Tell Guillaume you promised Vivienne you wouldn't tell anyone. An F OBJECTIVE _ - 7 ——T 


incredulous Guillaume pleads to know what the problem is, then is furious, 
demanding to know if you'll even finish the tourney. 


Your choice here has a major implication regarding how this quest, and the fates 
of Guillaume and Vivienne, conclude. 


Assuming you won all competitions so far, including defeating the other team in 
the arena, Le Papillon asks whether you have any last requests before you face 
> Agree to finish the tourney, and the Third Trial occurs early next morning. the titan of infamy, Gregoire de Gorgon himself! 


> Ignore the tourney, and await Vivienne’s decision at her tent, and you miss the 
combat trial entirely, skipping to the “End Investigation” section of this quest. fy =PEEEATING: MEGORGON 


THIRD TRIAL: TEN MEN TIN MAN COMBAT! 


| OBJECTIVE 


This lumbering mountain of a man is a giant knight with a mysterious past that has 
taken a vow of silence; he lets his sword do the talking, He has the following attacks 


Assuming you agreed to the combat event, you amass with four of your fellow 
knights under the arena. The haughty Prince Anseis is the self-appointed leader 
of your team, proudly describing that this mock battle commemorates the Battle 
of Fox Hollow of 1218. After a suitable amount of pomp and circumstance from 


Le Papillon, this five-on-five battle begins! 


MW CREST FALLEN®® 


‘Though the tactics to achieve victory should have already been studied and learned 
during the practice combat battles, there area few additional rues to be aware of, 
‘and tactics to exploit, to ensure your victory (or lack of victory, as you can lose this ee 
without dying if you wish). No Vuinerabilities: As you cannot use Signs, bombs, projectiles, oot, this opponent 
Ten ode Vaal a ale bd Vr tia is Se og ed has no vulnerabilities to exploit, aide from those inflicted by your steel sword, and 
then step in and challenge enemies that are already engaged in combat; ettectively the tactics you laam bout wie fighting him In sword combat. omember that 


TINGTHPOTHER KNIGHT 


| getting some free hits in from the flank or behind. healing potions are accessitte, however. 
No Parrying, No Countering: This plate-metal monster has attacks that inflict 
|  Palmerin isthe single biggest threat to your chances of facing Sir Gregoire in 
|. the final duel; even if your team wins, only the knight with the most individual ‘sap Damage nd ere serurig WHE suis force; tet they Cannot be partied ge 
‘cherion geon fr fae ak Crepes it you wa at be Yo, bog ena y countered. This means you have ever fewer combat options than for any other 
{nimediately rushing Palmerin (in the gold armor) and bringing him to bear pee neee Cetoaat 
To eneure you face Sr Grogole, nm to take out three knights in combat, Including Punch and/or Kick: He occasionally employs a gauntlet punch or boot Kick i you're 
PRAGA T-Sh Sa Gear KUGDIG ert WA tha womens you have he close to him, and usualy at his side, to knock you back so he can regroup and begin 
his sword swinging. 


least amount of trouble circumventing. 


‘Need to cheapen your victories somewhat? Then constantly cycle through your 
} targets after you defeat Paimerin, looking for foes engaging in combat that have 


Quick Horizontal Slice: A rapid slice through the air in front of him, offering damage 
to those caught in the arc of his large sword, 


very little health left; then pounce on these enemies and snatch the win from Quick Vertical Uppercut: A step forward and a swing upwards that can knock you 
your comrade! ‘back and deal nasty damage (like all his attacks). 

|, The large arena allows you to easily out-flank and slice your foes at their sides or Quick Overhead Strike; A vertical (and sometimes slightly diagonal) strike down in| 
‘rear, which is a quicker way to bring your foes down that clanging your sword off front of him, with a small window of opportunity to hit him as he recovers and pulls 

| their well-guarded fronts (with shields or halberds to hamper your progress). his sword back afterwards, This sometimes occurs with a step forward. 

| Remember you can utilize potions to increase your Vitality, though those may be best Heavy Overhead Strike: A step forward and a more pronounced strike down in front 

| left forthe battle to comet | of him, and a second or two afterwards where he pulls his sword back to his chest 


ee Se — afterwards. This is an excellent visual clue to retaliate at this point. 


Tackle this prolonged battle as the ultimate test of your sword skill and 
‘maneuvering! Though this towering knight has some truly grotesquely damaging 
attacks, he has one overall weakness to exploit; a lack of speed. He isn’t slow by 
‘any means, as his attacks are reasonably rapid, but he lacks extreme dexterity and 
‘quickness, and hasn't bothered to learn the fine art of dodging around a foe. 


Whittle down his vitality by reacting to his recovery time; itis far safer than timing 
slashing attacks between his sword swings. Wait for an attack, dodge around to his 
flank, and retaliate with one or two light strikes or a heavy attack. Then retreat so 
you aren't caught by a punch or wild stash of his sword. 


Of particular merit is the recovery time after his Heavy Overhead Strike, which is the 
very best time to lay into him. While a flurry of light attacks is reasonable, this is the 
perfect opportunity to hit with a strong attack (covering any ground from retreating). 
Batter yet, try a Rend Strong attack with quick timing to punish this move. 


Continue with these tactics until the battle is over. Remember parrying and 
Countering are out, but dodging (backward and around) are in! You may also wish to 
bring your very best stee! sword with you into this combat; one that ignores armor, 
and causes criticals is a fine choice. 


Stee! swords 


Gregoire does not stick 
to the honorable rules 

of the arena and will 
strike you down if your 
health gets too low. Only 
Joading a previous saved 
game is now an option. 
However, if you win, 
Lady Vivienne beckons 
you to her arena perch, 
and decorates you as the grand champion! The mention of the vow you made by 
her, and the ultimate tourney reward is given, along with a purse of coins. 


ITEMS: S 


END INVESTIGATION: BIRDS OF A FEATHER 
FLOCK TOGETHER 


END #1: THE LIGHT OF VIVIENNE’S LIFE 


| OBJECTIVE 


> Ityou told Guillaume “a powerful curse afflicts her” and told him about the exact 
nature of Vivienne’s curse on the night before the final Tourney Trial, you meet her 
gazing across the lake at her tent. She asks if you might explain the exact nature 
of the egg ritual to her, but you think an alternate method might be best, despite 
her protests. A heroic Guillaume appears from his hiding place, hands proudly on 
his hips, telling Vivienne he will save her. Vivienne is furious at this interruption of 
a private conversation. Answer her as you wish. 


Guillaume explains to Vivienne that she no longer bears this burden alone. 
Vivienne flashes an angry look your way at betraying her trust, while Guillaume 
explains he understands how she feels, for he had an aunt who contracted a 
strange illness. He wants her curse to rest on him, to take it away from her. When 
she asks him why, he simply states "Because | love you.” Guillaume realizes 
he's been a fool facing a Shaelmaar in the arena; risking his life for no purpose. 
Now he can do something truly important for her. Vivienne's demeanor softens, 
and you're asked if this is a good idea. Answer as you wish. Vivienne is coming 
around; she was prepared to die. Now she is also prepared to attempt something 
mad. When you're ready to perform the reflection ritual, let Vivienne know, and 
the three of you ride off into the Gorgon Foothills 


You finally arrive at 
the Hidden Clearing, 
dismount, and follow 
both Vivienne and 
Guillaume to the glade. 
A panther is prowling 
the area, and must be 
dispatched. You kneel 
by the water's edge, 
Guillaume waits for 
Vivienne to reveal her true self. Guillaume thinks her beautiful, even as she stands 
before him in her feathered and cursed form. 


He holds out his hand. She takes his hand, and Vivienne quietly tells Guillaume she 
will not leave him, even if he becomes cursed. You give the couple instructions, 
and they plunge into the waters. 


Crawling from the pool, you can mention to Guillaume that you didn’t think 
the ritual would work, before asking how he feels. Only a slight itch! Vivienne 
dresses and returns; the curse is lifted, and the ritual complete as the pair were 
truly in love, Answer them as you wish one last time, before they depart; balls 
must be attended, and distant lands to be seen! After a couple of classic bird- 
related puns and a reward for your troubles, the two lovebirds flutter off into the 
woods, and the quest concludes. 


EPILOGUE 
When the Night of Long Fangs starts and Geralt witnesses the start of the attack on 
the city, he can find Guillaume and Vivienne with Anna Henrietta and the other nobles, 


After finishing the Night of Long Fangs, you can encounter Guillaume and 
Vivienne on an observation deck on the northern side of the palace, You can 
have a short chat with them, during which you can learn that the curse does not 
seem to have great effects on Guillaume. He just started to sprout some “pubic 
feathers.” Vivienne likes it. After that, you can encounter both of them strolling 
around the marketplace of Beauclair now and then 


When you get the medal from Anna Henrietta for defeating the Beast of Beauclair, 
you can also spot Guillaume and Vivienne in the audience. 


> Ifyou told Guillaume “sorry, promised her | wouldn't tell” and kept him in the dark 

about the exact nature of Vivienne’s curse on the night before the final Tourney 
Trial, you meet her gazing across the lake at her tent. She has decided not to 
‘endanger anyone, and chooses the method to rid hersetf of the curse involving 
the oriole's egg. She knows there is one in the clearing you met her at. Before 

you explain the precise nature of the curse removal, you inform Vivienne her tent 
has ears. A sheepish Guillaume appears from his hiding spot. Vivienne is furious, 
thinking you've hatched a scheme unbeknownst to her. Answer her as you wish, 


Guillaume kneels before Vivienne, telling her he lives to serve her, She sharply 
asks if he's hers to command before ordering him to leave the tent, and 
disappear into the Duchy's northern-most marshes, He must leave now. She 
wags an accusing finger at you. Comment about him figuring out everything 
by himself (which is true) if you wish, before inquiring whether she did the 
right thing. She tells you, in no uncertain terms, that she has no need for lusty 
knights, even though only one of the rituals is now possible, When you're ready 
to continue to find the oriole egg, let Vivienne know, and the two of you ride off 
into the Gorgon Foothills. 
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You finally arrive at 

the Hidden Clearing, 
dismount, and follow 
Vivienne to the glade. 
Apanther is prowling 
the area, and must be 
dispatched. You inspect 
the oriole nest Vivienne 
mentioned, and find 
the eggs have fallen on 
‘a moss patch. One is cracked. You take an egg, holding it to Vivienne's true form. 
Optionally ask if she wishes to continue, before telling her to focus and repeat an 
incantation. As she complies, the egg you're holding at her forehead begins to glow 
and pulse, before finally exploding, sending you both flying in opposite directions. 


When you come to, Vivienne has dressed and is excited to feel different; the 
curse has been lifted! She is excited to attend balls, travel to Oxenfurt, and even 
Novigrad! She is most grateful, and you mention Guillaume is the one to thank. 
She pauses for a moment, and asks you to tell him so if you see him. Optionally 
‘ask whether she should tell him herself, before agreeing, and bidding Vivienne a 
farewell. She wanders into the woods. 


DANGER ALERT 


! \Baw/ WINE WARS 


Related Quests: Secondary Quest: Wine Wars: Coronata, 
Secondary Quest: Wine Wars: Vermentino 

Locations: Plegmund’s Bridge 

Characters: Ducat Clerk, Liam de Coronata, Matitda of Vermeninto, 


VENI, VIDI, VINTNERS 


j OBJECTIVE 


| This Quest is accessible during Blood and Wine Main Quest: The Beast of Toussaint 
(oF at any time afterward, The quest begins once you read the rather bureaucratic 


| missive: “Announcement from the Office of Internal Revenue of the Duchy of 
' Toussaint." You can also start this quest by simply turning up at the Plegmund's 
Bridge Sigr 


Inpost. 


Visit Plegmund’s Bridge in the Sansretour Valley, and you'll notice it is also 

the headquarters for the Toussaint Office of Internal Revenue. Walk up to the 
exterior table, where the ducal clerk is administering a squabble over the sale 
of the Belgaard winery estate. Two possible purchasers, Liam de Coronata and 
Matilda of Vermentino, both wish to stake a claim at the Belgaard vineyards, 
but the Ducal Clerk doesn't deem them responsible stewards, being as itis 
their own wineries are in chaotic disrepair. After some verbal sparring between 
the interested parties, Liam and you strike up a conversation. Answer him as 
you wish. 


You now get the task to let Guillaume know what happened. You find him at 
the open air tavern at the tournament grounds, but he won't be happy when he 
hears what you have to say. You will still get your reward, but Guillaurne walks 
away, not wanting to talk to you anymore. 


EPILOGUE 


After the Night of Long Fangs concludes, you can find Guillaume close to the 
Pheasantry. He seems to be completely drunk and falls over once we talk to him. 


You can then also find Vivienne in the harbor of Novigrad, where she will tell you 
about the places she already visited. She seems very happy and gives you the 
last feather that she had. You can wear it behind you ear. Vivienne gives you a 
hint that she might want to see Skellige next. 


After six days, we can find Vivienne living in the tavern of Kaer Trolde Village 
(once Yennefer moved out in the main story). After seven years, she dies. 
ALTERNATIVE EPILOGUE 


If you don't finish the quest by the time The Night of Long Fangs starts, you can 
find Guillaume’s corpse in the city. He perished fighting vampires. After the night 
is over, we might find Vivienne mourning at his grave. 


AARD (PART 1) 


LIAM: AN OAFISH OGRE OF THE WORST SORT? 


Once Liam realizes you're a Witcher, he's eager for 
you to sort out the troubles the Coronata vinery is 
‘suffering from. He lists the following problems: 


‘© The herbarium is infested with monsters. 


* His steward has gone missing with an entire 
transport of wine. 


* Someone has abducted his herbalist Ss ads) 

Liam is sure Matida is part ofthis sabotage! After agreeing to help (or optionally 
bargaining up to 10 percent more payment and agreeing to the job), Secondary 
Quest: Wine Wars: Coronata now begins 


MATILDA: SUGAR-SWEET, BUT A TEMPER SHARP. 
AS HORSERADISH? 


Before you can begin your reconnoiter of the 
Coronata wine estate, Matilda beckons you over 
for a chat. She firmly believes Liam is responsible 
for the rotten things going on at her own vineyard, 
Vermentino. She remarks that the following 
problems have occurred: 


a 


Matilda of Vermentino 


© Both her cooper and blacksmith have 
mysteriously vanished. 


‘*  Man-eating plants have sprouted on her paths, 
* Strange things are afoot on Pheasant Hill 


After agreeing to help (or optionally bargaining up to 10 percent more coin and 
agreeing to the task), Secondary Quest: Wine Wars: Vermentino now begins. 


Secondary Quest: Wine Wars: Belgaard now temporarily concludes, Before you 
‘choose which vintner to help, you can optionally return to the Ducal Clerk and 
inquire what's so special about Belgaard:; it was the winery that belonged to the 
late Count Crespi, and has some rare grapes in cultivation, 


Wo UAMORMATILDA?WHOTO'HEL? FI 


Good news! Both Wine Wars quests that are currently active (Coronata and 
Vermentino) can be completed in any order you like, and you don't need to fully 
finish one before the other. There isn't an optimal order either; the quests are 
presented in the order they were received. 


ANGER ALE 


Related Quests: Secondary Quest: Wine Wars: Belgaard (Parts 1 
and 2}, Secondary Quest: Wine Wars: Vermentino, Treasure Hunt: 
Coin Doesn't Stink, Secondary Quest: Wine Wars: The Deus in the 
Machina, Secondary Quest: Wine Wars: Consorting 

Locations: Plegmund’s Bridge, Coronata Vineyard, Forest Herbarium 
{Unmarked}, Pittapatte River Crossing (Unmarked), Trading Post, 


Bandit Camp (Unmarked) 

Characters: Ducal Clerk, Liam de Coronata, Matilda of Vermeninto, 
Herbalist 

Enemies: Archespores, Rabid Rock Trolls, Bandits 


CHAOS AT CORONATA VINEYARD 


OBJECTIVE: 


This Quest begins once you've spoke to Liam de Coronata at Plegmund's Bridge, and 
| agrved to help him. Feo ree to solve the folowing fe problems in any order you 
wish; they are presented as an optimal path with minimal backtracking. Note you do 


not ned to vist Coronata Vineyard a ny pln unl he problem area ae nedraized 
ad 


The sprawling Coronata vineyards and estate are east of Plegmund's Bridge. 
Coronata Vineyard is at the center of it all, with the five problem areas in the 
usually-idyllic lands to the north and east. 


PROBLEM AREA #1: MONSTER NEST IN THE 
NORTHWEST VINEYARD 


Take the road along 
the western edge of 
Coronata Vineyard, into 
the northern vineyard 
and prepare for some 
Archespore weeding. 
Acouple of these 
oversized sunflowers 
have taken root at the 
foot of the vineyard hil 
Destroy all active foes, before dropping a bomb into their nest, and watching for 
the explosion. 


PROBLEM AREA #2: THE FOREST 
HERBARIUM ABANDONED SITE 


Journey through 
Coronata Winery, and 
take the road heading 
east, into the woods 
toward an Abandoned 
Site; this is the Forest 
Herbarium that Liam 
was speaking of. It's 
been overrun by more 
Archespores! Deliver 
some slicing death to the tendriled plant life, before waiting for the peasant 
population to return. 


PROBLEM AREA #3: GUARDED TREASURE 
AT THE OVERRUN CAMP 


E OBJECTIVES: _ 


SPOILER ALERT XK. 


Journey roughly north, out of the woods along the main thoroughfare, tO a 
ruined camp where more Archespores must be defeated, Slice through these 

beasts, and then examine the corpse of Liam's dead steward. On his person is @ 
parchment to read, which reveals the vintner's suspicions to be true! Someone is. 
sabotaging the Coronata winery! But it isn't clear who. 


ITEM: Orders on elegant stationery 


‘An optional objective now begins to search for proof of sabotage in the Coronata 

area: This isn’t tracked as the solution becomes clear during the completion of this, 

‘and Secondary Quest: Wine Wars: Vermentino. You are encouraged to complete both 
} tasks, as it reveals the answers you seek. If you completed Wine Wars: Vermentino 

f Steed, Secondary Guest: Winn Ware: The Deus in the Machina begins, 


PROBLEM AREA #4: TREASURE HUNT AT 
PITTAPATTE RIVER CROSSING 


From the corpse of 

the steward, you can 
run along the road 
ina roughly easterly 
direction, following 
the curve of the path 
southeast toward Dun 
Tynne Crossroads. 
Before you reach there, 
you must reach the 
Pittepatte River Crossing, which is guarded by two Rabid Rock Trolls, Defeat both 
of them, before investigating the corpse at the northwest end of the crossing, 
near the large tree. Loot his remains for a letter and key. This updates the 
objective for this area, as well as starting a special Treasure Hunt: Coin Doesn't 
Stink, which is only available during this quest! The details for this Quest are 
located on page 452 (below), 


ITEMS: Letter to Cosmo Cyrille, Key 


PROBLEM AREA #5: PERSON IN DISTRESS 
NORTH OF TRADING POST 


From the river crossing, 
it's a short yomp 
northwest, into the 
woods to the wrecked 
Trading Post. Head north 
into the undergrowth, 
climbing a small hill 

and looking for a rock 
fissure and gorge that 
allows you to drop 

down into the earth, A small cave lies below, where three bandits have Liam's 
kidnapped herbalist. After swift, one-sided combat, you rescue the Herbalist, 

who asks if you'll accompany her to Coronata, Oblige, as you automatically arrive 
back at the Winery, and can purchase from her as she becomes a new merchant. 
In addition, you can ask about the “plague” that has befallen the area. 


SABOTAGE AND SOMMELIERS: 
CORONATA IS CLEAR! 


Once all five problems have been solved, return to Plegmund’s Bridge, and speak 
with the Ducal Clerk. You can: 


452 


What the Deus?!: 

Tell him there's been 
sabotage going on. 
Depending on how 
many problem areas 
you've solved, you can 
mention these issues 
involve either or both 
vineyards. However, you 
have no proof, which 
‘must be given for the Ducal Clerk to act. 


Irrespective of who's vineyard is in working order, at this point, the Clerk 
interjects, and orders the aversight of Belgaard to pass to the vintner(s) you 
made mention in your previous conversation choice. Notes are pinned around the 
winery areas regarding this proclamation. if applicable, the vintner who didn’t 
receive Belgaard hopes you'll stil help with their problems too, but the Ducal 
Clerk believes both Liam and Matilda need to see the new winery for themselves, 
Secondary Quest: Wine Wars: Belgaard (Part 2) now begins 


ITEM: Crowns (700) 


+ “Iknow the saboteur's identity”: if you've solved the five problems during Wine 
Wars: Vermentino first, then completed this quest, you had the option to complete You can choose to ignore all of the Vermentino problems (and that quest), or you can 
Wine Wars; The Deus in the Machina (see page 454). f this occurred, you can | complete them all; this is up to you. As you'll discover once Secondary Quest: Wine 
present exact evidence regarding who sabotaged both the wineries: Count Crespi ’ Wars: Belgaard (Part 2) begins, both vineyards must have their problem areas dealt 
himself! The running of the Belgaard estate now passes to both Liam and Matilda: }) With anyway, but the choice of who technically owns Belgaard is up to you. 

{It looks like they'll have to play nice from now on! a 


+ Mention that Coronata vineyard is back to normal. Liam is most pleased, while 
Matilda protests that you've not helped her. 


# It you've solved all five problems at Vermentino Vineyard, you can mention that 
Is is back to normal, instead. Matilda is delighted, while Liam is cresttallen that 
you've not assisted him. 


SPOILER ALERT XX 
COIN; DOESN'T STINK \ 


Search the corpse for a letter and a key; read the missive to discover there's a 
‘stash of coin hidden back at Coronata Winery. 


ITEMS: Letter to Cosmo Cyril 


CASHING IN ON COSMO’S COIN A CAREFUL DIG AMONG THE DUNG 


OBJECTIVE: 


Locations: Pittapatte River Crossing (Unmarked), Coronata Winery 
Characters: Cosmo Cyrille oan 
Enemies: Rabid Rock Trolls 


Head back to Coronata Winery, and move into the investigation area of the mini- 
map to begin searching for a pile of manure; one of the least savory spots to find 
treasure. On the southern edge of the area, where two peasants are doing some 
shoveling, you'll spot a small chest (which glows red if your Witcher Senses are 
active). Gather some jewelry and cash, as this Treasure Hunt concludes. 


As part of Secondary 
Quest: Wine Wars: 
Coronata, you must 
remove a couple of 
Rabid Rock Trolls from 
the Pittapatte River 
Crossing. Once the area 
is quiet, inspect the 
corpse at the northwest 
edge of the bridge. 


WINE WARS: VERMENTINO Y 


role aa etree §=© VIOLENCE AT THE VERMENTINO VINEYARD 


Secondary Quest: Wine Wars: Coronata, Treasure Hunt: Don't Take 
Candy from a Stanger, Secondary Quest: Wine Wars: The Deus in the q 
Machina, Secondary Quest: Wine Wars: Consorting 
Locations: Plegmund’s Bridge, Cooper's Cottage (Unmarked), 
Vermentino Vineyard (Unmarked), Sansretour Valley, Pavone Slope 
(Unmarked), Dantan Glade (Umarked), Herb Garden (Unmarked) 
Characters: Ducal Clerk, Liam de Coronata, 
Matilda of Vermeninto Augustine This Quest begins once you've spoke to Matilda of Vermentino at Plegmund's Bridge, 
Enemies: Archespores, Bandits and agreed to assist her. Fee! free to solve the following five problems in any order 
|| you wish; they are presented as an optimal path with minimal backtracking. Note 
|} you do not need to visit the Vermentino Vineyard at any point until the problem areas 


are neutralized. ; 
ee ee | 


anemone PROBLEM AREA #4: 
er altuencttsit ABANDONED SITE AT DANTAN GLADE 
south of Plegmund’s North of both Astre 


Castle Ruins and 
Chuchole Cave is an 
abandoned site known 
as Dantan Glade, where 
and borders it. Use the Matilda's work force 
five windmills to locate where busy felling trees 
Vermentino itself. There are the five problem areas in the usually-bucolic lands before the camp was. 
surrounding it invaded by Archespores. 
As expected, two of 


PROBLEM AREA #1: TREASURE HUNT AT these foul plant hybrids are still active, and must be cut down. Only then will the 
THE COOPER'S COTTAGE. workers return 


East of Fox Holl $ 
Ss PROBLEM AREA fis: PERSON IN DISTRESS 


Ravello Vineyard is a 
small Cooper's cottage West of Fox Hollow, on 


Bridge, across the 
bridge itself. The Castel 
Ravello Vineyard is 
west of Vermentino 


and a quaint garden, a normally tranquil path 

now besieged by a trio through the forest, is 

of revolting Rotfiends, a kidnapped armorer, 

Once they've been held in the herb garden 

reduced to offal, you ay that a trio of bandits 

can search the area - have attempted to 

around the cottage; between the foundation and the old oak tree is the corpse raze, When you're done 

of the Cooper. Pry the following from the body, which begins a special Treasure beating them to death, 

Hunt: Don't Take Candy from a Stranger. This is only available during this quest, you rescue the armorer, 

and the details are located on page 454 (below), who's most thankful, and asks if you'll accompany him back to Vermentino, 


Oblige, as you automatically arrive back at the Winery, and can purchase from 
him as he becomes a new merchant. In addition, you can mention that bandits 
aren't his only problem, 


ITEMS: Augustine the Cooper's Journal, Key to chest in 
sunflower fields | 


SABOTAGE AND SOMMELIERS: 
PROBLEM AREA #2: GUARDED TREASURE VERMENTINO NO LONGER A NO-GO! 


OBJECTIVES: | OBJECTIVE 


Once all five problems have been solved, return to Plegmund's Bridge, and speak 


1 
Continue south, passing through Vermentino Winery itself and the five windmills, wa the Ducal ork, Wulcen: 


and follow the path into Sansretour Valley. Head into the woodlands by the What the Deus?!: Tell him there's been sabotage going on. Depending on how 
river, within spitting distance of the Cockatrice Inn, to find a camp overrun by many problem areas you've solved, you can mention these issues involve either 
Archespores. Slaughter the plant life, before checking the corpses of the dead or both vineyards. However, you have no proof, which must be given for the 
workers here, One body has a brass Key and fancy letter to look over. Ducal Clerk to act. 


ITEMS: Letter on elegant stationery, Heavy brass key geo melon ame 4 peed ete paper ogi hee 


Wine Wars: The Deus in the Machina (see page 454). I this occurred, you can 
presont exact evidence regarding who sabotaged both the wineries: Count Crespi 
: yl himself! The running of the Belgaard estate now passes to both Liam and Matilda: 
"pr optional objective now begins to search for roo of sabotage inthe Vermentino Itooks like they'l have to play nice from now ont 
\ ‘ugh ball: esi erhaag be parted 2 Le paw 4 Mention that Vermentino vineyard is back to normal, Matiida is most pleased, 
| tasks, as it reveals the answers you seek. i you completed Wine Wars: Coronata while Liam protects thet you've net helped hier. 
already, Secondary Quest: Wine Wars: The Deus in the Machina begins (see page 454). ® you've solved all five problems at Coronata Vineyard, you can mention that itis 
-_ a back to normal, instead. Liam is delighted, while Matilda is crestfallen that you've 


PROBLEM AREA #3: Wiss 

ABANDONED SITE ON PAVONE SLOPE Irrespective of who's vineyard is in working order, at this point, the Clerk: 
interjects, and orders the oversight of Belgaard to pass to the vintner(s) you 
made mention in your previous conversation choice. Notes are pinned around the 
winery areas regarding this proclamation. f applicable, the vintner who didn’t 
receive Belgaard hopes you'll still help with their problems too, but the Ducal 
Clerk believes both Liam and Matilda need to see the new winery for themselves. 
‘Secondary Quest: Wine Wars: Belgaard (Part 2) now begins. 


ITEM: Crowns (700) 


ap 
ab 
pal 
$5 
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South of the strange 
Island in lake Celvay, 
south of Chuchote 
Cave, is a rolling 
hillside known as 
Pavone Slope; an area 
recently abandoned 
after Matilda's workers 
were slaughtered by 
Archespores. Slay 

the tendrilled monstrosity still here, so the peasantry may reciaim the area 
for Vermentino. 


You can choose to ignore all of the Coronata problems (and that quest), or you can 
| complete them all; this is up to you. 


453 


454 


OOD 


1 © \Baw/ 


DANGER ALERT 


Locations: Cooper’s Cottage (Unmarked), Vermentino Vineyard (Unmarked) 
Characters: Augustine Tonneliay 
Enemies: Rotfiends 


j, OBJECTIVE 


‘As part of Secondary 
Quest: Wine Wars: 
Vermentino, you must 
dispatch a trio of 
Rotfiends from the 
Cooper's Cottage, 
north of Castel Ravello 
Vineyard. Once the 
area is secured, 
inspect the corpse 
between the cottage and the old oak tree. Search the body for a journal 
and a key; read the missive to discover there's a stash of coin hidden 
somewhere in a sunflower field 


ITEMS: Augustine the Coo, 
sunflower fields 


Journal, Key to chest in 


DON'T TAKE GANDY FR 


SPOILER ALERT X 


This Treasure Hunt is only available during Secondary Quest: Wine Wars; Vermentino, 


STASH UNDER THE SUNFLOWERS 


While you're attempting to complete the Wine Wars quest, or independently of 
the quest, set off in a southeasterly direction, entering Vermentino Vineyard, 
and south across the main gathering area (the well), to a patch of sunflowers 
and long grass. Use your Witcher Senses to uncover a locked chest under 

the sunflowers, and gather a haul of florens as your reward, as this Treasure 
Hunt concludes. 


POILER 


WINE WARS: THE*DEUS IN THE MACHINA 


Related Quests: Secondary Quest: Wine Wars: Belgaard (Part 2), 
Secondary Quest: Wine Wars: Coronata, Secondary Quest: 
Wine Wars: Vermentino 

Locations: Tesham Mutna, Abandoned Storehouse (Unmarked) 

Characters: Ducal Clerk, Liam de Coronata, Matilda of Vermentino 

Enemies: Archespore 


ao 


TAKING STOCK OF THE 
ARCHESPORE SAPLINGS 


OByt 


This optional quest begins when you've made a thorough sweep of both the Guarded 
Treasure locations during Wine Wars: Coronata and Wine Wars: Vermentino, You need. 
| to have acquired and read all the letters (the Orders on elegant stationery, and the 
' Letter on elegant stationery). When the information is correlated, and the brass key 
} from the corpse you found the elegant letter is obtained, this quest commences. 


Due east of the ruins 

of Tesham Mutna, 

in the far southeast 

of Toussaint, is an 
Abandoned Storehouse 
In Caroberta Woods. The 
Archespore saplings 
that were planted on 
both Liam and Matilda's 
lands should be 
‘somewhere around here. Begin your search by looking for the doorway under the 
wall, leading to the warehouse cellar. 


» OBJECTIVES: 


Enter the warehouse cellar, working your way to the earthen-floored rear of the 
structure, where a sapling seems to have germinated. Fight off the Archespore, 
then make a careful sweep of the chamber for a crate with a stock-taking report 
The report makes illuminating reading, as it reveals who the saboteur is! 


ITEM: Stocktaking report 


At any point from now on, you can return to Plegmund's Bridge and speak with 
the Ducal Clerk and both vintners. Exclaim the following: 


# “Iknow the saboteur's identity”: You can present exact evidence regarding who 
‘sabotaged both the wineries: Count Crespi himself! The running of the Belgaard 
estate now passes to both Liam and Matilda: It looks like they'll have to play 
nice from now on! This allows both of them to own a stake in the Belgaard 
winery. Before Wine Wars: Belgaard (Part 2) can be started once all problems in 
Vermentino and Coronata have to be resolved. 


WINE WARS: CONSORTING _ 


Related Quests: Secondary Quest: Wine Wars: Coronata, 
Secondary Quest: Wine Wars: Vermentino, Secondary Que: 
Wine Wars: The Deus in the Machina, Secondary Quest: Wine War: 
Belgaard (Part 2) 

Locations: Coronata Vineyard (and surroundings), Vermentino Vineyard 
{and surroundings}, Belgaard Vineyard 

Characters: Ducal Clerk, Liam de Coronata, Matilda of Vermentino 


STRANGE BEDFELLOWS 


DANGER ALERT 


OOOD 


Related Quests: Secondary Quest: Wine Wars: Coronata, 
Secondary Quest: Wine Wars: Vermentino, Secondary Que! 
Wine Wars: The Deus in the Machina, Secondary Quest: 
Wine Wars: Consorting 
Locations: Coronata Vineyard (and surroundings}, Vermentino Vineyard 
{and surroundings), Belgaard Vineyard, Hortense Estate, Tilly Field 


(Unmarked) 

Characters: Ducat Clerk, Liam de Coronata, Matilda of Vermentino, 
Gregory Pyxide, Master Blacksmith 

Enemies: Endrega Workers, Endrega Warrior, Giant Centipedes, Bandits 


BLUDGEONING BANDITS AND 
ERADICATING INSECTS 


| OBJECTIVE 


| ‘This Quest begins once ONE of the following has occurred: 
| Wine Wars: Coronata is complete OR 

Wine Wars: Vermentino Is complete OR 

Wine Wars: Consorting is complete 


Feel free to solve the following five problems in any order you wish; they are 
|) presented as an optimal path with minimal backtracking. Note you do not need to 
Visit the Bergaard Vineyard at any point until the problem areas are neutralized. 


Down south in the Caroberta Woods, the Ducal Clerk presents your vintner chums 
with a brand new challenge; one that will take both their collective competence 
as vineyard owners: The restoration of Belgaard Manor and its surroundings! 
What was supposed to be a wondrous gift and source of moneymaking to Liam 
or Matilda is more of a mill-wheel around their necks, especially as they're now 
in this together! The Clerk speaks of workers dying on their rounds, monsters 
prowling about. You're asked to help, naturally. Agree or bargain a better fee: 

then the quest begins. 


SPOILER ALERT XK 


This Quest begins once one of the following has occurred: 


4 You have completed Wine Wars: The Deus in the Machina and spoken to the 
Ducal Clerk, who awards the Belgaard winery to both Liam and Matilda. 


|| 4 This quest automatically replaces Coronata and Vermentino quests if they have 
not been finished yet before Wine Wars: The Deus in the Machina is concluded, 
ed 


Over at the Belgaard Vineyard it seems both Liam and Matilda understand that 
working together, especially with all the additional troubles the Belgaard winery 
is experiencing, is the only course of action. However, they stil require all of the 
problems in their respective vineyards to be solved. If you haven't solved the five 
problems in Coronata, and the five problems in Vermentino, now is the time to 
attempt them. When both their territories are restored to working order, you are 
paid your agreed sum, and this quest concludes. 


SPOILER ALERT XX 


WINE WARS:!BELGAARD (PART 2) 


PROBLEM AREA #1: VINEYARD 
INFESTATION IN THE WINE ORCHARD 


Just northeast from eR : 
Belgaard Manor itself, ‘ r 
down the hill in the 
wine orchard, is a 
Vineyard Infestation; it's 
a little more than a case 
of blight, as a trio of 
Endrega Workers and a 
Warrior have made their 
nest among the grapes, 
Tackle these giant insects and drop a bomb down into their nest to ensure the 
infestation is wiped out. 


PROBLEM AREA #2: 
ABANDONED SITE AT TILLY FIELD 


Due south of the 
Belgaard Vineyard, 

and southeast of the 
Hortense Estate is Tilly 
Field, where some of 
the finest wines in 
Toussaint were being 
readied to grow before 
an infestation of Giant 
Centipedes. There are 
four of these colossal pests to remove from this farmland, after which, Belgaard's 
workers return to tll the land. 


PROBLEM AREA #3: MONSTER NEST AT 
THE STONE OUTCROP 


Almost due east of Tilly Field, and southeast of the village of Francollarts, is a 
small outcrop of stone, where many of the walls dotted around Toussaint was 
quarried from. Now this area is home to four Giant Gentipedes and a nest to 
bomb. Remember you have the ground above and around the nest to retreat and 
attack from, if melee combat gets too sticky, 


DARY 


455 


456 


PROBLEM AREA #4: GUARDED TREASURE 
NEAR GELENSER FARM 


On the hillside just 
west of Gelenser Farm, 
there's some wonderful 
views of Beauclair, 
though the small camp 
and mine workings 

at this location has 
recently been overrun 
by—what else?—a trio 
of Giant Centipedes! 
After slicing them into smaller sections, you can check the camp itself; near the 
tent are the horrific remains of Gregory Pyxide, the geological surveyor who met 
his end here, Gather some crowns and a letter from the mess pertaining to be 
his corpse. 


PROBLEM AREA #5: PERSON IN DISTRESS 
AT THE RIVER BANK 


The final problem area to solve is a kidnapped Blacksmith along the river bank, 
northeast of Termes Palace Ruins, Sure enough, the fellow is in trouble, and it's 
Up to you to remove the threats. In this case, five bandits are ready to be split 
‘apart; watch for the archers, including one in the large tent. When you're done 
beating them to death, you rescue the blacksmith, who's most thankful, and 
asks if you'll accompany him back to Belgaard. Oblige, as you automatically 
arrive back at the Winery, and can purchase from him as he becomes a new 
merchant (and can craft Master-level weaponry!) In addition, you ask how he 
was captured. 


DANGER ALERT 


THE WORLI 


DETHRONING EST EST WITHA 
BOTTLE OF PLONK 


| OBJECTIVES: | 


Back at the Manor, 
Stride onto the 

stone balcony for an 
incredible view, and 
inform Liam and Matilda 
that their problems with 
the Belgaard winery 

are over. Now they are 
deeded the place, they 
seem to have grown a 
little fonder of each other, and after handing over your payment, they gleefully 
tease you to return here in three days. Either Meditate or return when the quest 
objective updates, and return here, where you're honored by the vintners offering 
to name a variety of wine after you! Choose the name of the wine as you wish, 
and expect crates of it to show up at Corvo Bianco periodically, now this quest is 
finally over, 


ITEMS: Crowns (900), Geralt of Rivia, Butcher of Blaviken, 


White Wolf {wi 


SPOILER ALERT KK 


OF THEsPROPHETS ARE WRITTEN 


_ ON SARCOPHAGI 


Related Quests: Scavenger Hunt: Grandmaster Manticore Gear 
Locations: Prophet Lebioda Statue 
The Great Beggar 


Enemies: The Great Beggar 


|| Tis Quests accessible at any pont during your adventuring across Toussaint. tis 
Fecommended you begin this quest during Scavenger Hunt: Grandmaster Manticore Gear: 


While inspecting the monumental statue to the great prophet Lebioda in the 
Sansretour Valley (along the western shores of this river), head into the silent 
temple itself, just west of the statue. The place is seemingly empty, but a quick 
crack of the weakened (and sealed) archway wall allows passage into a 
hidden vestibule. 


Here, you awaken a tormented spirit; a specter of the Great Beggar, who 
immediately attacks. Treat him as you would a specter (in terms of coating 
your blade in specter ol), but watch his staff attacks. Step back so you aren't 
staggered by his area-of-effect shockwave, and parry his staff strikes. 


Using Quen to absorb 
these magical attacks, 
and following up with 
swordplay (or Aard), 
allows you to dismiss 
this strange specter. 


Search the room. Aside 
from some Manticore 
Witcher gear on a small 
table in the raised area, 
there are also bones of the Great Beggar, and reading material in a nearby chest 
that revealed that this wandering hermit had foretold Lebioda's coming, until his 
fate was sealed. Literally 


ITEM: Bones of the Great Beggar 


Gather the bones, 

and locate the empty 
sarcophagus to the 
side of the entrance 
chamber (the one with 
its lid slightly open), 
and inter the bones 
there, so the spirit of 
the great beggar may 
finally rest. The quest 
‘Now concludes, but further revelations about the beggar can be found during the 
scavenger hunt 


QUESTS: DUN TYNEE, MAR AURBREBIS, 
SATHE CHAMPS 


DANGER ALERT 


OOOO 


Related Quests: Contract: Bovine Blues 
Locations: Ardaiso Quarry, Lebioda’s Footsteps [Five Locauonidilaaaae 
Prophet Lebioda Statue 
| Characters: Foreman Pafnuzio, Workers, Merchant, Architect 
| Enemies: Bandits, Wolves, Spriggan, Kikimores 


FOLLOWING SAINT LEBIODA’S FOOTSTEPS 


| This Quest is accessible once Witcher Contract: Bovine Blues is completed 
| (see page 452). It automatically begins after the conclusion of that quest, 


Now you've solved the 
mysterious flying cow 
of Ardaiso Quarry, you 
can return to speak 
with Foreman Pafnuzio 
at his lean-to hut on 
the lowest level of 

the sprawling Ardalso 
Quarry. Dotted around 
this gigantic hole in 
the ground are supremely-carved sections of stone that appear to be part of a 
gargantuan monument, Previous chats with the Foreman have revealed worker 
caravans taking these sections to the build site have simply vanished: Ask 
Pafnuzio what that means, and he tells you more than a dozen wagons reached 
the building site, but five were lost along the way; including tools, food, building 
materials, and even the chief architect! Pafnuzio begs you to help quickly; he has 
some hard taskmasters financing the creation of this monument to Lebioda. 


DANGER ALERT 


OO” 
| \Baw/ 
Locations: The Gran‘Place, Albertus Grotto (Monster Den) 


Characters: Auguste Monnart, Lucien Monnart, Hugo Monnart, nerd 
Enemies: Kikimore Workers, Kikimore Warrior, Hunters 


-DESOLES- 


SPOILER ALERT 


xx 


E OBJECTIVE 


SAINTLEBIODA'S FOOTSTEPS 


New map locations marked with a statue of Lebioda appear on your World 
‘Map (and this guide's maps) to indicate places where transports carrying 
materials needed to finish Saint Lebioda's statue or engineers responsible 
for its construction have run into trouble, For each one you provide with aid, 
another section of the giant statue shall be erected, until finally a wonder of the 
world is unveiled! 


Feel free to approach each of the five Lebioda map areas in any order you wish; the 
following lists each in a numbered path based on Secondary Quest naming, though 
you can investigate each of the five transports at any point during your adventures 
‘across the Vedette Valley into the Sansretour Valley. As soon as you reach each 
Caravan Transport group, a new Secondary Quest begins. These are detailed below. 


OBJECTIVE 


This optional objective 
enables you to locate 
the Prophet Lebioda 
Statue signpost, and 
inspect the massive 
monument to the 

deity currently under 
construction. It matters 
not when you visit this 
construction site (though before the last Transport Caravans is recommended, 
or this objective isn’t available any more). If you've finished Bovine Blues and 
one of the Trasport Caravan quests, Foreman Pafnuzio is there, fretting about 
construction costs and deadlines to make. This gives you a chance to simply 
stare at the monumental statue, at any time during construction. 


SECONDARY 
‘QUESTS 


FATHER KNOWS WORS 


This Quest is accessible during Blood and Wine Main Quest: The Beast of Toussaint, 
or at any time afterward, The quest can begin in one of two ways: 


You can read the following missive pinned to a Notice Board, such as the one at The 
Gran’place (Beauclair), entitled "Armed Escort Wanted!" which requests a hired hand 
to protect an exploration into the Albertus Cavern. 


You visit the Albertus Cavern itself, an unmarked cave complex, and meet two of the, 
t brothers Monnart atthe entrance 
- $e 
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The three brothers 
Monnart are currently 
requesting help from 

a known Monster Den 
deep in the western 
Gorgon Foothills 
Territory, due north 

of the Rioux-Cannes 
Outpost, and reasonably 
easily accessible from 
the Beauclair Palace Signpost, and a romp northwest. Atop the hill the cavern 

is buried under, expect an encounter with a flock of Harpies. This is optional, 
‘and you can dash in from the opposite direction if you wish, Step into the hole 
in the ground known as Alberstus Grotto, where you hear two voices screaming 
for help. 


Auguste and Lucien 
Monnart arrive panting 
from inside the cave, 
claiming their brother 
Hugo is still inside. You 
can optionally ask why 
they are here, what 
attacked them, if they're 
the ones that wrote. 

the notice (if you you read it), and then agree to help (for an increased fee if you 
wish). Though their answers are vague (they don't know what attacked them, for 
example), you can't tell if they're being purposefully evasive, or are simply out of 
their depth. Enter the cave. 


Auguste Monnart Lucien Monnart 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Though the Knights Errant deemed this area safe, they obviously missed the 
Kikimore nest you uncover as you progress into the large subterranean cavern 
Expect around five Workers and a Warrior to contend with. Afterward, burn any 
‘gg clusters you see, use Aard to break through some rubble in the southeast 
wall if you wish, and conduct a thorough search of the immediate cavern area. 
There's a tunnel high above you at the end of the large initial cavern (to the 
southwest), but it’s for exiting back here. Close to some eggs, at the southern 
end of the chamber, you can discover the following 


‘* A.dropped sword with fresh blood on the blade. Was this Hugo's weapon? 
* Atrail of blood. It could be that Hugo is wounded. 


Follow the trail of blood, climbing up a rocky ledge and look for a hand print that 
hasn't even dried, Follow the splatters of blood into a cavern with a natural hot spring. 
Jn fact, the water in this pool is so hot, it's likely to boil you alive without protection! 
Thouogh you could cast Quen and dive in, ignore the water for a moment, and work 
your way to the right (northwest), passing the stalagmites daubed in blood, to a 
‘secondary cavern where you spy a man slumped against the rock wall 


PARTS UNKNOWN 


_ OBJECTIV 


‘ugo Monmart 


Hugo doesn’t look happy, and he's even less thrilled when he sees you, thinking 
you're here to “finish him off” after his brothers attacked him, Answer as you 
wish, before Hugo explains his father, Victor Monnart (a famed cognac distiller), 
forced his three sons to work together before he passed. 


To this end, he broke down his fabled still into three parts, hiding each one with 
‘a message to each son regarding a part's location. When Hugo's brothers learned 
the last part of the still was hidden here, he was “cut” out of the business. 


An argument ensues, which woke the beasts, and the brothers fled for the 
surface, while Hugo hid here. You can ignore the story about the stil, or ask 
more about it; choose the latter, and Hugo tells you the stil is likely to be in this 
caver; at the bottom of that hot pool. You can agree to help find the still part in 
return for a discount on his cognac. 


® If you couldn't care less about the stil, you simply skip the following objective, 
‘and escort Hugo out of the cavern. 


# Ifyou agree to find the still, the following objective becomes active: 


_ OBJECTIVES: 


Walk toward the edge of the boiling lake, and use your Witcher Senses from the 
Ary land to peer into the depths until you spot the red glowing stil filter. This way, 
you can minimize the swimming you need to do in this highly-damaging water. 
Now cast Quen, so you're not boiled alive. Dive into the lake, retrieve the stil, 
and surface again quickly, before returning to Hugo. He promises a discount once 
the tavern gets up and running, and offers a small reward for your troubles. 


ITEMS: Stitt fitter, Crowns (100) 


END: MANAGING THE MONNARTS 


You return to the surface, and spy Auguste and Lucien conversing with a group 
of meaty-looking gentlemen. Hugo is sure these are hired thugs sent to kill him 
He asks if you wouldn't min Killing everyone, then (after you question him) asks 
you to spare his brothers. Answer with one of the following; 


THE BROTHERS GRIM 


» OBJECTIVE 


® "Yeah, I'l make sure you're not hurt.” You draw your weapon, and much to the 


confusion of the other two brothers, you teach everyone some decency; a fight 
is automatically assured. Although you may notice you're attacking a group of 
Huntsmen, and not bandits. Slice your way around six of them, including a couple 
of archers you may need to chase and slaughter. 


Auguste and Lucien lie wounded (but not dead; you automatically made sure 
your incapacitating blows didn’t kill them), and Hugo tells you the split between 
him and his brothers is now more of a fissure. This also occurs if you didn't 
fish out the stil filter. He's off to hang a shingle in the market and sell wine. Or 
perhaps leave Toussaint altogether. Whatever the case, you part ways and the 
quest concludes. 


Afterward you can find Hugo running a small stall in the Gran'place. He doesn’t 
have much to offer but relates the aftereffects of the brothers’ feud. 


THE BROTHERS KIN 


“No one dies. Not today.” With you by his side, Hugo and his two brothers bury 
the hatchet, figuratively for once, as their little altercation in the cavern has lead 
them to realize they must work together as Father wished it. You can ask about 
the “muscle” they brought with them; Auguste explains these fellows are some 
hunters they saw nearby, and who came to aid them. All that remains now is the 
payment for your services. The quest then concludes. 


ITEM: Crowns (300) 


Afterward, assuming you found the stil filter, you can visit the three brothers 
Monnart over at the Clever Clogs Tavern in Beauclair (pictured), which now has 
three additional barkeeps; though speak to Hugo if you want to purchase some 
discounted cognac 


DANGER ALERT 


: a SPOILER ALERT XK 
BIG FEET TO,FILL: THE FIRST GROUP l 


‘Along the road running, 
north and east from 
Fox Hollow is a wooded 
hillock where one of 
the caravans has been 
stopped by bandits. The 


Related Quests: Secondary Quest: 
Locations: Lebioda’s Footsteps (Loc 
Characters: Workers 

Enemies: Bandits 


ig Feet to Fill 
#1) 


BRINGING DEATH TO THE Wer be 
some resistance against 


WOODLAND BRIGANDS these foes. Help the 


workers by identifying 
and slaying the seven bandits in the area. 


| OBJECTIVE 


At least two of them are archers, and the low stone wall along with the wagons 
blocking your path means moving to the bushes and long grass to complete the 
culling is a fine idea. Afterward, one of the workers speaks to you, and prepares 
to set off for the build site now that you've rescued everyone. 


DANGER ALERT 


| \Baw/ BIG FEET TO FILE] THE SECOND GROUP 


The architect is leaning 
Related Quests: Secondary Quest: Big Feet to Fill BE on the second wagon, 
Locations: Plegmund’s Bridge, Lebioda's Footsteps (Location #2) alittle farther along 
Characters: Workers, Architect the bank to the main 
river's edge. The last, 
more cunningly-hidden 
worker Is behind a 
small thicket of bushes 
by the water, on the 
river's edge overlooking 
Plegmund's Bridge. If you can't find any of these workers, use your Witcher 
‘Across the Plegmund's Bridge on the western banks of the river, you spot one of Senses to listen for pulses of sound from their snoring. Once all five fellows have 
the wagons by the northwest shoreline. Investigate, and it appears a quintet of shuffled to an upright position, the architect mentions a broken wagon that will 
workers are sleeping off the mayhem of a previous night's drinking. Approach be repaired, concluding this search. 

and talk to each of the workers and raise them from their slumber. The first three 

are easily spotted on the beach. 


POILER ALERT XK 
EET TO, FIRE: THE THIRD GROUP : 


Related Quests: Secondary Quest: Big Feet to Fill a YBJECTIVES: 
Locations: Lebioda's Footsteps [Location #31 Wik the earl 
Characters: Worker 

Enemies: Wolves, Spriggan 


This fearsome monster 

of the woods turns its 
attention on you! Face 

f, OBJECTIVES c : eee this frightening foe in 


> Exa : combat, learning the 
5 techniques detailed 

. on page 749 of the 
Bestiary if you need 
help defeating it. With 
the Spriggan cut down, 
use your Witcher Senses to inspect the burrow in the ground the beast was 
interested in. You coax a worker out, and complete this task. 


Ata crossroads close to an inlet shore of the river, almost due north of Castel 
Ravello Vineyard, is a right mess, signs of carnage and three prowling wolves to 
slay. Afterward, an examination of the area is in order, using your Witcher Senses. 
Something strong smashed the horse's bones. A second horse is ripped to 
shreds. And there are tracks in the long grass; deep prints and blood; someone 
was trying to get away. Follow the prints heading roughly southeast, until you 
stumble into a Spriggan attempting to burrow into a dirt mound. 
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DANGER ALERT 


(exerxes 


|! \Baw/ 


Related Quests: Secondary Quest: Big Feet to Fill 
Locations: Lebioda’s Footsteps (Location #4) 
Enemies: Kikimore Workers, Kikimore Warrior 


KILLED BY KIKIMORES 


» OBJECTIVE 


The fourth transport caravan group seems rather off course; deep in the Vedette 
Valley on a road equidistant between The Silver Salamander Inn (to the west) 
‘and Trading Post (to the southeast). As you approach, the camp shows signs of 
attack. Conduct a brief examination using your Witcher Senses: 


© Near a burned tent are blood marks; lots of blood. 


* On the road are Kikimore tracks. 


DANGER ALERT 


BANDITS AT TWELVE O'CLOCK 


|, OBJECTIVE 


The last transport of 
Workers has run into 
problems along the 
westem river shore, 

just north of the build 
site, The area is easy to 
support, as the workers’ 
galleon is moored by the 
river, which is teeming 
with bandits, There are 
six of them who have trussed up the workers with rope. Cut down the bandits. 


| OBJECTIVE 


Now cut loose the merchant tied to a nearby tree, 
who is rather nonplussed by the idiocy of his 
captors; what did they hope to steal; hammers or 
hunks of stone? No matter; this group is now freed. 


THERE GAN BE ON Y ONE 


BIG FEET TO FILES THE FOURTH GROUP 


; BIG F ET TO FILL: TH E FIE 


SPOILER ALERT XK 


) OBJECTIVES: 


Pass the dead horse, 
following the tracks 
ina roughly north to 
northeast direction, to 
the edge of a swamp. 
Look north to see the 
continuation of the 
tracks across the water, 
leading to a Kikimore 
nest. Dash in with Igni blazing, and reduce the two Kikimore Workers, and single 
Warrior to burning piles of goo. Then incinerate the revolting egg sacs they've 
laid, When combat is over, conduct a final search; a worker's corpse sits on the 
nest, near piles of bones. This is what became of the missing workers here. 
Other workers will transport the remnants of this caravan to the build site. 


POLERALERT XX 
H GROUP a 


Related Quests: Secondary Quest: Big Feet to Fill 
Locations: Lebioda’s Footsteps (Location #5) 
Characters: Workers, Merchant 

Enemies: Bandits 


Once all five smaller 
Secondary Quests 
Involving the five 
transport caravans have 
been concluded, you 
can finish this quest by 
heading (or returning) 

to the Prophet Lebioda's 
Statue, and meeting up 
with Foreman Patnuzio 
‘once more, He is more than thrilled that the statue has finally been completed 
and now towers above you both. it has already started to attract pilgrims from 
across Toussaint. You're handed your reward and the quest concludes. 


ITEM: Crowns (800+) 


SPOILER ALERT KK 


This Quest is accessible during Blood and Wine Main Quest: The Beast of Toussaint, or at any time afterward. The quest is completely unmarked, and it is recommended you visit Lac 
Celavy as soon as possible, so you are more fully aware of your objectives as early as you can. There are three ways to begin this quest: 


{Visit the Tourney Grounds, and overhear two knights talking about adventures, and a strange hermit on a lake in the Gorgon Foothills. This automatically starts this quest. 
Or visit the unmarked Lac Celavy due west of Corvo Bianco Winery, and just south of Chuchote Cave, and stumble upon the hermit yourself. 


Related Quests: See below 
Locations: Lake Celavy (Unmarked) 


ters: Percival, Bors, Hermit of Lac Celavy, Lady of the Lake 


OBJECTIVES: _ 


When you first arrive at 
the Tourney Grounds, 
usually when you're 
trying to find Palmerin 
to take you to the 
Duchess after fighting 
the Bruxa at Corvo 
Bianco during Main 
Quest; The Beast of 
Toussaint, you may spot 
two knights having a conversation under a tree. Percival (who stands under a 
tree) and Bors (on horseback) chat about the latter's journeys, and Bors mentions 
an isle floating on Lac Celavy, where destiny calls. He gallops off, You can’t talk 
to elther fellow, but this starts the quest. 


Within the Gorgon Foothills in west Toussaint, south of Chuchote Cave, is a lake of 
azure blue water. When you find Lac Celavy, be sure to take in the view of Beauclair 
to the south, and an odd, wooded istand to explore on the lake itself. Swim across, 
and look for a smaller pond of vivid blue water within the istand itself. 


This pond has a few surprises, not least the fact 
you aren't getting your feet wet! Sitting on the 
pond on an even smaller island is a ragged-clothed 
hermit. The hermit seems strangely powerful but 
benevolent. In fact, he has been here since time 
immemorial, and can testify to the extraordinary 
nature of the lake. He watches over a “sword 

most wondrous;" a blade only grasped by one who 
possesses the five chivalric virtues. The hermit then 
deems whether you have proved yourself worthy. 


Hermit of Lac Celavy 


At this point, the hermit lists the times during your adventuring in Toussaint whore | 
you displayed elements of each of the five virtues in your decision-making, or : 
|, proved lacking. For those virtues you have not yet proven one way or another, a | 


' rather nebulous objective is given; you must wait for a chance to prove yourself 
chivalrous in each virtue. 


When the conversation with the Hermit concludes, earn some experience points 
by reading each of the five carved stones, and learn about each chivalric virtue. 
Then this open-ended quest continues: Within many the other Toussaint-related 
quests you undertake (or have already undertaken), your decisions reflect 
whether you prove yourself worthy of the sword or not. The following table 
shows which quests have an effect on this: 


VALOR, HONOR, WISDOM, COMPASSION, AND GENEROSITY 


This table shows a number of occasions where you can prove your chivalric virtues. You only need to complete one choice for each virtue (not all of them), for a total 
Of five choices from this list. Note that if you decide not to complete every single available choice to prove a particular virtue, this quest fails. 


CHIVALRIC CHOICES: A TABLE 


PROVE YOUR 
COMPASSION 


QUESTS PROVE YOUR HONOR 


MAIN QUESTS 


‘Main Ouest: 
‘Too Boast of Toussaint 


PROVE YOUR 
WwisDOM 


PROVE YOUR 


GENEROSITY PROVE YOUR VALOR 


1. Sohing the oof where 
titon ohn, 
won Duc oe Pac 


Main Quest: La Cage au Fou 


‘isenchant the Wight Spoon 
CColactor (eating without spoons) 
‘so she transforms into Martone 
(rastamara Estate) 


‘Main Quest: Where Children To, 
‘Toys Waste Away 


the bootblack over 500 


‘ve Roderick of Dun Tynne. 
‘something to press against his 
‘Wound to stop the bleeding 
saving his ie (Dun Tyne Caste) 


Main Quest: Captur the Caste 


; ‘Save the Tournament Knights and 
‘Main Quest: The Night of Long ‘Captain Damien from the vampire 
ee a) | attack, at he bank (Beau. 
‘ain Quest: Beyond Hit Obtain Syanna's rbbon rom the 
and Dale Lt Fat Gir Fablespher). 


‘Main Quest: Tesham Mina 
SECONDARY QUESTS 
its tons 


Promise to help Hugo Monnar. 
Secondary Quest and tel hin “Tl make sure youre 
Father Knows Worst ot hurt, defeating the hunters 


and his brothers (Albertus Grotto), 


Promise to help Hugo Monnart, 
and toll hin "No one des, Not 
today", and solve the situation 
peacefully (Albertus Grotto). 


Secondary Quest. Goodness, | Maw Hughes de Sabere to | Do not alow Hughes de Sabere 
‘nee the | statue 5. to keep the Reginald statue's 
Sanco, Great Bale of Grate | “appensages”| “appendages” (eauc) 
Secondary Ouest Let Marine Tastaara stay at 
The Hunger Game | Carve Barco. 
arbleyouset in on ofthe 
: Defeat tho Wich of Ly Crap rime 
Secondary Quest: A Knight’ Tales wich 2M 
trong svete atin 


zn 
6B 
pas 
65 
g? 


ie.) 
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PROVE YOUR PROVE YOUR PROVE YOUR 
COMPASSION PROVE YOUR HONOR GENEROSITY PROVE YOUR VALOR WISDOM 
‘Secondary Quest: A Portrait of the Purchase the painting for 1,000 | Deteat the Griffin 
Witcher an an Old Man Crowns (Beauciair) (Duchaton Crest), 
Tel hares Lanzano he 
{Geter gst eas) 
Tip the ‘boy who 
coin on ance soe 
Quest: The Warble ofa Piet be app bee Defeat Sir Gregoire the arena 
Smit gt oarad fet ouney rome ehampion uey Gras 
“Arte hunt. you ask Count 
Contract: Big Game Hunter ‘Beledal about Nes well 
‘being (near Chuchote | 
Canc oe Bee alm Sas 
Contract: Feet Cold as tee [Spee 
(Grote Got), 
‘Do rt cast the Basiisk 
‘then refuse to accept the 
Contract Mutua of Beauca’s | Do not kt act he Basisk aatonal cin Count Bois ot} Ka ocaste the Bask 
Wid Kingdom (Venn Rocks), Savaress gues you requesting it | (Yerin Rocks). 
15 given to the tamily of the dead 
thercants erin Rocks 
feta ona bk ithe Monster of To 
Contac The Talo Monstr. | B08 faa Li a 
‘{Shaeimaar) (Marcescent Forest). 
OTHER QUESTS: 
Secondary Ooo Fists of Fry Win te competion aeteat the 
Raging Wolf (Toussaint) [Maestro (Beauclar Docks) 
Gwent Quest: To Everything, Turn, ‘Win the Tournament (The 
Tur, Touament Pasar in, Beauc) 
THeasuro Mun But Oter Than repent eal 
‘Tha, How id You Enjoy the Pay? Ampito 


| OBJECTIVE 


This quest continues, and only updates with the previously-listed objective when 
you prove yourself worthy regarding the five virtues. Now return to the hermit 
on the lake, who deems the five virtues dwell in your heart. However, the sword 
deserves the hand of a master; now you must prove your combat skills. When 
you agree, the hermit stands, creates an impenetrable wall of water around you 


both, and stands to face you in combat! 


THIS IS THE LAST TEST. WHAT ARE YOU 


MADE OF? 


OBJECTIVE 


‘With no way out (walls of water prevent you from leaving), your final test is 
‘against the Hermit. Win, and the sword he guards is yours. Lose, and you cannot 
claim this weapon and must try again. 


Blue Staff Attack: At close combat range, the hermit employs his wooden staff with 
glowing blue gem as a physical weapon. He employs quick single strikes to the left 
and right, single heavy overhead strikes, as woll as multiple rapid strikes. Simply 
parry and counter or dodge these close range attempts to hit you, as you would a 
normal opponent's strikes. 


Vanish in the Mist (Defensive): He may avoid combat, or move to another part of the 
lake by simply vanishing in a column of water, only to appear a few moments later, 
usually to begin conjuring a water tornado, Simply scan the area until you see him 
again, rolling or dodging away if you're in the path of a large-scale attack. 


Vanish in the Mist (Offensive): Sometimes, after vanishing the hermit appears 
extremely close to you, conjures a water spout or uses his staf, and can stagger 


you, 80 be prepared for this. 


Invisibility: Occasionally, (and usually if you've struck him a few times), the Hermit 
simply blinks out of existence, with only his blue glowing statf orb showing, Simply 
look for that, and launch a ranged attack to coax him back to show himself. 


‘Water Bolt: With his left hand outstretched, he pushes a bolt of water forward to strike 
you almost instantly, like a snowball. This projectile doesn't deal heavy damage, but it 
Is fast. It can be parried or dodged. After the bolt, he sometimes summons one Or two 
Ground waves that splash in a circular target; dodge both of them. 


Water Vortex (Horizontal): A more pronounced version of the bolt, the Hermit 
launches a twisting column of water directly out from his staff, in a long cylindrical 
attack that can knock you back or stagger you. Dodge left or right of It. cast at 


Close range, this pushes you back and staggers you. 


Tornado Storm: The Hermit's most impressive attack is when he whips up the water 
surrounding him into 2 maelstrom of vapor and slowly walks toward you inside this 
raging storm. There's little to do except get out of the way here (dodging is better 
than running as the storm sucks you in and heavily damages you), and follow up 
with a ranged attack (or Ign) after the storm dissipates, and the Hermit 

‘is recovering. 


This fellow, much like the Ofieri Mage you may have encountered during Hearts of Stone Main Quest: Evil's First 
Soft Touches (page 286) is an extremely dangerous and competent foe, and becomes more potent at longer 
distances. Close the distance between you both, so fewer large-scale attacks can be launched by him. 


When you can easily leap in with a sword strike, employ Aard or Axil to temporarily stagger and incapacitate him, 
‘and immediately strike with two or three fast attacks, or a single, nasty strong attack (like Rend). Then retreat 
{oll or dodge) before you're caught by him reacting, 


‘Axil and Aard are also excellent for interrupting the Hermit at range, before he launches one of his spectacularly 
brutal water conjuring attacks. Axi is better, as it lummoxes the Hermit no matter what the range. 


You can repeat this technique for as long as you can cast Aard or Axil (before needing to rest your Signs), and 
catch him in a continual “stagger loop” where you cast Aard or Axil leap in and strike with your sword, then cast 
again, Igni also works to a lesser extent. Continue with this “attrition” plan, and don't get too greedy with the sword strikes! 


Once the Hermit succumbs to your superior sword and Sign play, the walls of 
water surrounding you vanish, and the Hermit slowly descends into the lake. A 
soothing woman's voice speaks to you, holding the Aerondight sword aloft above 
the water. Tis the Lady of the Lake, whom you met long ago. Perhaps you'll Keep 
her sword safe this time? 


DANGER ALERT 


(exexexes 


cy 


Related Quests: Secondary Quest: Wine Wars, Scavenger Hunt: 
School Gear, Scavenger Hunt: Griffin School Gear 

Main Locations: Ducal Camertengo (Unmarked), Arthach Palace Ruins, 
Mont Crane Castle, Tulasens Caves 

Characters: Ducal Camertengo, Knight Errants 

Enemies: Bandits, Hanse Dogs, Bandits, Antoine “Starting” Straggen, 
Fitibert Fourfingers, Loth Halfbreed 


DUCAL CAMERLENGO: ON THE MONEY 
|e 


Occasionally, when you've adventured through Toussaint and completed a particularly 
heroic deed, you receive a message entitled either “Reward from the Ducal 
‘Camerlengo” or "Knight for Hire”. The following information details exactly what 
deeds you can undertake, and what rewards to expect. You can also start this quest by 


| visiting the Ducal Camerlengo himself, in the Knights Dormant Square (Beauctair). 
- $$$ 


STAF 


G THIS SECONDARY QUEST 


Location 


‘Abandoned Site The Silver Salamander Inn 


VEDETTE AND SANSRETOUR VALLEY 


The silver sword is left floating above the water for you to take. After gathering 
this fabled relic, you fall into the lake, but the dip is worth it; this weapon 
charges up for each successful hit you inflict, until it becomes fully loaded, and 
always deals critical hit damage. This quest now concludes. 


Sil 


ITEM Sword (Relic): 


SPOILER 


eet XX 
'e) 


The Ducal Camerlengo, who monitors bandit activity and pays Knights Errant for 
protecting the Duchy of Toussaint, has his offices on Knights Dormant Square 

in Beauclair. Look for the building with the sign bearing the same name, in the 
square close to The Gran’place, across the palace bridge (eastern side). Step into 
the Ducal's office and speak with him. The Ducal sells rare books, is proficient 
at gwent (beat him to claim the King Bram card), and can give you additional 
Information on the coin he pays the knights. Visit him whenever you like, Request 
coin from him once you've performed any of the 15 heroic deeds (which each 
net you 100 Crowns). In addition, other bandit-heavy locations are totaled, 
though those don't net you profit from the Ducal, The following table details the 
locations to find: 


Enemy Type Threat Level 


Hanse Base ‘Arthach Palace Ruins 


Person in Distress Villa Vedette 


DUN TYNNE, MAR AUBREBIS, 
Location 


AND THE CHAMPS-DESOLES 
Enemy Type 


Location 


Abandoned Site Basane Farm Bandits 

[Abandoned Site Freinte Docks (Unmarked) 

Hanse Base ‘Mont Crane Castle Bandit Horde 

Knight Errant in Distress Mont Crane Castle (southwest) Bandits 

Person in Distress East of Casteldaccia Abandoned Estate Bandits 
GORGON Ft 


‘OOTHILLS 
Enemy Type 


Abandoned Site Cutterin Manor (Unmarked) 
Abandoned Site Cooper's Slope (Unmarked) 
[Abandoned Site Fox Hollow 

Hanse Base Tulasens Cave (Unmarked) 


Knight Errant in Distress East of Tulasens Cave 


ht Errant in Distress ‘South of Seidhe Llygad Ampl 


Location 


‘Abandoned Site 


CAROBERTA WOODS 


Enemy Type 
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(@ HEROIC DEED #1: 
PERSON IN DISTRESS [2] 


Just like Velen, Toussaint is having trouble with bandits kidnapping victims to 
hold for ransom or for other nefarious purposes. Consult the previous chart and 
this guide's Atlas to find the two locations where a Person in Distress is being 
held. As the bandits there (which number up to eight) don’t attack the victim, 
employ your usual bandit-staying techniques. After freeing and speaking to 

the victim, claim your reward: Note there are two other Persons in Distress in 
Toussaint, but these aren't part of this quest 


(©) HEROIC DEED #2: 
KNIGHT ERRANT IN DISTRESS (3) 


Throughout Toussaint, there are three Bandit Camps with an additional area of 
concern: a valiant but overwhelmed Knight Errant that must be rescued. The 
three camps are pinpointed in the Atlas, and are located in the following areas: 


Location 1: A forward fortification west and a little south of Mont Crane Castle 
in The Champs-Désolés Territory. The thick ruined walls can prevent complete 
accessibility, but the area is relatively open and the Knight Errant easy to reach. 


Location 2: North of 
Fox Hollow, in the gently 
sloping woods east 

and a litte north of the 
Tulasens Caves Hanse. 
The area is surrounded 
by defensive stakes, 
and there are only two 
entrances, so check the 
area first so you can 
reach the Knight Errant in time. 


Location 3: South 
of Seidhe Llygad 
Amphitheater, in the 

far southern reaches 

of the Gorgon Foothills, 
southwest of the Seldhe 
Liygad lake area. The 
camp is close to the 
lake shore, and is 
reasonably easy to 
infiltrate. 


In each location, expect three bandits. Your job is to stop the bandits from killing 
the Knight Errant (which they can easily do after about four attacks). Shrug off 
attacks yourself and reach the Knight Errant as quickly as possible, or the victim 
is likely to die. You can progress even if he dies, but you would then need to Kill 
all of the bandits and loot the container, 


if 


Try Some or al ofthe following to ensure each Knight Errant is saved: 


‘> Reach the Knight Errant and interrupt the enemies specifically attacking him, so 
they focus on you. 

‘One enemy fighting the Knight Errant usually buys you some time, but your friend 
cannot cope with two or more enemies. 

* Your Signs become extremely important here; incapacitate your foes with Aard 
‘and Joni (stagger multiple targets). Use Axi to a lesser extent (as it only affects a 
single foe until bolstered with Abilities). 

Other plans are to use bombs that stagger or stop foes trom moving, such as 
Northern Wind. Your Knight Errant friend is unaffected by these, 

Normal bandit camps, with no Knight (or other victim) to save, are not rewarded 
itcleared, 


After the battle, assuming the Knight Errant lives, you are thanked, and can visit 
the Ducal Camerlengo for your pay 


@ HEROIC DEED #3: ABANDONED SITES (7) 


Throughout Toussaint, there are 11 places (usually villages, winerles, or taverns) 
that have been overrun by monsters or bandits, and clearing seven of these 
forms part of this quest. Just like the Abandoned Sites you encountered in the 
Northern Realms, entering such a location and slaying all the adversaries allows 
the peasantry to return, sometimes with an added merchant, Fortunately, some 
(but not all) Abandoned Sites also allow you to collect payment from the Ducal, 
aas well as the coin you receive from the grateful villagers. In the example shown 
above, Geralt is seen removing over a dozen bandits to The Silver Salamander 
Inn (Vedette Valley Territory) can reopen for business. 


Some abandoned sites, such as Dantan Glade in the Gorgon Footfills which is 
being plagued by Archespores, does not offer a Ducal reward if cleared. However, 
other locations (even those not populated by bandits) do offer the Ducal reward, 
such as Cutterin Manor (west of Chuchote Cave) which is being terrorized by a 
fearsome Spriggan (pictured) 


G@ HEROIC DEED #4: HANSE BASES (3) 


The toughest job, if you're helping the Knight Errants, is the clearing of three 
huge bandit bases, These take considerable time, preparation, and skill to 
emerge victorious from, and the odds are the most overwhelming you've 
ever faced! 


Each of the three Hanses is a base of operations for an infamous outlaw gang 
commanded by a particularly unhinged leader, These bandits are well-organized 
and when attacked, they call for help from neighboring camps. To prevent this, 
kill bandits running with torches (that show up on your mini-map) toward signal 
fires (also on your mini-map). Your goal isto kill the hanse's leader. Once this 
occurs, the Knights Errant take over this location, and you can claim a reward, 


In each location, you should expect upward of 20 bandits, and around 10 Hanse 
Dogs to face. Some bandits have long swinging hammers, while others carry 
shields, Tucked away in a separate area of the camp is the Hanse leader himself; 
a particularly hardy specimen. Your job is to remove all enemies from the Hanse. 


DLING 


HANSE 


ESGENERAL TACTIC 


Each Hanse base has some particularly troubling topography to navigate, and 
specific advice is given below. However, there are some general pieces of pertinent 
advice to follow before every Hanse massacre: 


Only Witchers of Level 48 and over are recommended to try these 
Hanse assaults, 

* Look at the guide's Atlas maps for the general area surrounding the Hanse, and 
methodically remove any bandit camps that are nearby. If you need to retreat, 
‘you don't want to run into further trouble. Ensure the Hanse is the only bandit- 
‘elated area left in the vicinity. 

** Consult the Atlas for each Hanse to pinpoint the exact location of the Hanse’s. 
‘signal fire; keeping your foes to a minimum is the recommended strategy here, 

‘+ When launching a raid into a Hanse, your overwhelmingly important plan is to 
stop the torch-carrier before he reaches the signal fire. I's even worth shrugging 
off some damage while pushing through to reach the bandit with the torch. 

‘Study the layout of the Hanse and read up on the exact route the torch-carrier 
takes, so you can stop him before he lights the signal fire, and 20 or so more foes 
‘come to slice you into morsels for their hounds. 

‘Bombs that freeze foes are particularly useful (like Northern Wind), and can 
help you reach a fleeing torch-carrier (by incapacitating those between you and 
tho target), 

* Deal with the torch-bearer himself by casting Axil, confusing him so he stops in 
1 daze, and then cut him down; this is the easiest way to deal with the torch 
‘cartier by far! 

‘© Othor methods of stopping the torch bearers include using explosive-tipped 
Crossbow bolts, northern wind followed up by crossbow shots, or other ranged 
attacks. Sprinting up behind and slashing with your sword works, but is far less 
offective as you need to be very close to the torch-carrier, and he usually has a 
head-start on you. 

© There is only one torch-carrier and one signal fire. Once you nullify the carrier, 
the only way reinforcements arrive is if you “accidentally” set fire to the signal 
fire with igni. Some Witchers prefer a challenge, and leave the torch-carrier or 
light the fire themselves! 

© Once the torch-carrier Is slain, take your time and slay foes without becoming 
surrounded, stopping to check your mini-map for stragglers before progressing 
further into a Hanse, 

+ After dealing with the torch-carrier, gradually retreat. it's worth fighting in 
surroundings you're familiar with than dashing further into these strongholds 
and alarming yet more foes! Find areas such as stairs or courtyards, oF corridors 
where a minimal number of foes can be faced at once. 

‘© Remember you cannot jump high or climb ladders during combat, so don’t rush 
into dead-end areas with no way out of them except through an overwhelming 
bandit force. 

‘+ As you haven't seen as many foes attack at one time before, area-of-elfect 
attacks (such as your Witcher Mutations, and improved Aard, Axil, oni, and 
Yeden), as well as bombs, are all excellent choices to soften up multiple foes at 
‘once. The carnage can be immense! 

* Afterall of the footsoldiers are culled, the Hanse isn't cleared until the leader 
Is faced. Expect a tougher bandit, but one that succumbs to your usual combat 
tactics. f you're having trouble, just use Axil and cut him down, 

* Check the Hanse afterward; there are always high-value diagrams, armor, and 
other trinkets that make this prolonged bloodshed worthwhile! 


@@ HANSE BASE #1: ARTHACH PALACE RUINS 


Located at the very 
northern part of the 
Vedette Valley Territory, 
this old elven ruin 
slowly sinking into 

the marsh features a 
central island, shallow 
waters you can fight 
in, and a few scattered 
bandit camps. 


HANDLE ANSEBASE 
Ertan ATACE RUINS 


‘* This base can be struck from all sides, which is helpful and allows much more 
flexibility to your ranged attacks. If you're overwhelmed, you can retreat out of 
the mayhem to rest before returning. 

* The signal fire here is on the north side of the base, on an open but raised ruined 
bridge walkway. The torch-carrier starts outside the central structure, before 
‘running into the west arch, and north across to light the fire, 


‘Attacking from the west allows you to easily intercept the torch-carrier, daze him 
with Axil, and cut him down. 


‘Defending the bridge walkway with the signal fie at the end of it (where the 
cchest with the Witcher diagrams is) can be dangerous if you're swarmed with 
foes, as you can't leap off with your sword drawn, though you have opportunities 
to cause mass casualties as the foes cluster on the bridge, 

‘+ Darting in and out of the center of the arched ruins Is a good way to quickly 
reach foes (rather than navigating around the swamp exterior), and the arches 
‘make good cover from archers. 

‘+ The swamp (particularly the large trees) can also help you thin out groups of 
bandits to tackle at once. The biggest help (a wide opan space) can also be a 
hindrance as it's easy to get swarmed. 

‘© Try leading groups of foes to the raised walkway bridgo to the south; it has no 
Jow walls to get stuck near, and the bridge can easily be fallen from. This allows 
you to use the low stone walls to protect you from archers, and cluster foes $0 
‘you can use area-of-effect projectiles or signs. 

* Antoine “Starling” Straggen is the leader of this Hanse, When combat is abated, 
‘climb the ladder on the south stone walkway, move along the rickety wood 
balcony, and face him on the upper central area of the ruins. He uses a heavy 
two-handed hammer. But if you use Axil, he's less of a threat. Check his area for 
some notes of his machinations 


* Once the Hanse is cleared, Knight Errant forces appear to take over this position. 
Expect a deep discount from a Journeyman Blacksmith that is now at this location, 


ITEM: Antoine “Starling” Straggen’s notes 


(@ HANSE BASE #2: MONT CRANE CASTLE 


Resilient against the winds of Mont Crane is the sprawling castle atop this 
mountain, in the northeastem part of The Champs-Désolés. Expect the majority 
‘of combat to occur within the crumbling wails of this fortification. 
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‘© The two roads to the west and south of the castle are each patrolled by bandits 
‘on horseback; tackle these enemies (one pair, one group of three) before 
assaulting the castle itselt. 


* Charge into the lower courtyard, and a torch-bearer tries to flee up the steps. 
Concentrate on him first if you aren't wanting to face reintorcements. Expect 
‘around six foes in this lower area, 

‘You can use the gap in the exterior battlements left of the main gate, below the 
ballista, and with some careful jumping you can leap up, past the ballista, and 

| more easily catch the torch-carrier. 

| #! Try to keep the torch-carrier in the lower courtyard (by blowing him up, using 

| ranged weapons, or sprinting and hacking at him). 

+ Htyou ignore the torch-bearer, the fire is usually lit when you reach the upper 
bailey and fight for a minute or so; a large walled area of grass with tents at the 

| top of some ong stone steps. Around 12 reinforcement foes charge in up the 

‘steps behind you, and may overwhelm you 
Charging the signal fire isn’t feasible, as it's too far away and high up to reach 

| befor the fre is it, so cut down the foe running as early as possibie. 

|» You may wish to actively encourage more foes to arrive, to gain additional 

| expetience and enjoy much more carnage It you do, retreat tothe northwest 

ruined castle chambers, where you have cover and foes (plus their hounds) can 
‘only approach one at 
|» Stealthy Witchers may wish to enter the lower courtyard, turn right, and climb 
up through a ruined tower to reach an upper covered deck where you have more 
‘cover, and access to the top of the main open stairs to the upper bailey, though 
this isn't the best way fo catch the torch-bearer. 

* Well-timed bombs thrown at the reinforcements streaming up the steps can 
‘cause mass casualties, especially if you quickly switch from a Northern Wind 
‘bomb to an explosive or Igni blast. Drop area-of-effect magic or bombs at the top 
‘of the steps, when the foes show up en masse, 


‘Fighting in the open usually makes you susceptible to archers, though by now 
your activity point allocation should make ranged attacks moot. f you need to 
hide from the archers on the upper bailey, dip below the wall on the stone stairs 
atthe upper bailey entrance, while coaxing foes into an easily-dispatched group, 

| * Flating onthe sonal tower spiral steps is unwise especially at the tp, as you 

cian easily fall after being struck by a foe. incapacitate enemies with Northern 
Wind, Signs, or crossbow bolts to lessen the chances of losing your footing. 

| * Need to flee? Leap trom the upper bailey, down to the lower courtyard, and back 

up to the stream, using the high castle walls as cover. 


+ Remain in the northwest castle ramparts after the main fighting has died down, 
find a ladder, and climb onto the wooden platforms, facing a couple more 
‘armored foes as you reach a second ladder, and more platforms leading all the 
way to the top, 


time. 


heavy armor, and tough to hack apart easily, though you can parry and push 
hhim back toward the red explosive barrel, then light it with Igni or a flaming 
Crossbow bolt (or explosive bomb). Or just Axii his brain. Then check his perch 
for some notes. You'll find some orders from Filibert at the neartyy Knight Errant 
(n Distress. 


* Once the Hanse is cleared, Knight Errant forces appear to take over this 
Expect a deep discount from a Journeyman Armorer that appears at this location. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| This is where Fillbert Fourfingers ~ the Hanse leader ~ resides. He is clad in 
} 


ITE 


Journal bound in worn leather 


() HANSE BASE #3: TULASENS CAVES 


In the far northern climes of the Gorgon Foothills, north of Fox Hollow (which is 
an Abandoned Site full of bandits, and a recommended culling spot before the 
Caves are assaulted), is a deep gorge in the wooded hills, You can fall to your 
death from above. A better plan is to assault from the river, into the mouth of a 
small cave. 


‘* Though the map marker of this Hanse shows it just south of a deep fissure 
Jeading to a shallow underground stream, the only real way to actually engage 
the foes in this base is to search the river to the southwest, and uncover a small 
bandit camp at the cave mouth. Tackle the four foes here before heading into the 
cave, Note there's a second cave entrance to the east of here, but it has an iron 
gate that is locked and cannot be accessed now. 

‘* Watch the left side of the stone passage; you don’t want to fall into the rock- 
walled streams of this Hanse at any time, as i's difficult to get out, and you'll 
attract unwanted attention, 


* Reach the first wooden footbridge, before sprinting across and through the first 
set of foes, focusing on the torch-carrier. He runs up the long right-curving path, 
then up the wooden steps to the signal fire at the top of the open cave fissure. 
Use Axil before he reaches the steps to ensure this doesn't happen. 


‘* Now turn your attention to the assembled bandits, As the cave complex is dark 
‘and confusing, 2 good idea is to face foes where you killed the torch-carrier, 
retreating back to the first wooden bridge and using that narrow opening to 
funnel foes into your attacks (so you aren't overwhelmed), Retreat to the cave 
mouth if you wish; then stay bandits in a much more manageable manner. 


The steps up to the signal fire are difficult to navigate, and you can easily be 
swamped by foes. As the only way to escape is a death plummet, stay away from 
here (even if the signal fire is about to be lit) 


* There are side passages, the watery stream below, and other small bridges 
‘and ledges to explore. Do this after combat, and not before, to minimize risk of 
becoming lost or trapped. 

* Head roughly south, passing a waterfall gorge to your left as you cross a wooden 
bridge, push open an iron gate, and enter the lair of Loth Halfbreed, the Hanse 
leader in these parts, He favors a sword and shield, You should favor an Axii 
flummoxing and quick murdering. 

‘+ Once the Hanse is cleared, Knight Errant forces appear to take over this position, 
with a Journeyman Armorer (found in the north part of the cave). Search Loth's 
‘corpse for his notes and a key to unlock the southeastern cave exit, off this area, 
allowing a quick access out to the river. 


ITEMS: Rust-covered key, Loth’s diary 


OD 
| | \BAW/GC 


DANGER ALERT 


Locations: The Gran’place, Art Gallery (Unmarked), Hughes de 

Saberre's House (Unmarked) ee 
Characters: Art Curator, Reginald d’Aubry, Hughes de Saberre, Rosalinda 
Enemies: Cuckold 


| This Quest is accessible during Blood and Wine Main Quest: The Beast of Toussaint, 
or at any time afterward. The quest can begin in one of two ways: 


| You can read the following missive pinned to a Notice Board, such as the one at 
The Gran‘place (Beauclair), entitled “Wanted: Discreet Specialist”, which refers to a 
particular sensitivity and knowledge of modern sculpture, and concerns the statue 
of Reginald d’Aubry. 
You visit the Art Curator, an exhausted curator who is busy turning away 


sustomers from his art gallery on the promenade above the wine tavern, close to 
i the Gran'place Signpost. 


From the Notice Board at The Gran'place, head east 
down the cobblestone street that curves right, onto 
‘a promenade over the Adder and Jewels winery 
below. Visit the Art Gallery of Rolande de Flakfizer, 
who is busy turning away guests as his Reginald 
d'Aubry exhibit is closed until further notice. After 
he recognizes you, he hopes you might help with a 
somewhat delicate matter, and he pays well. Agree, rt C 
and he beckons you behind the door. Rolande de Flatter 


You are shown a massive granite statue of the fabled Reginald d'Aubry, a giant 
among lovers and a puncturing swordsman to boot. He also diddled harps and 
other organs. And speaking of organs....it seems someone has made off with the 
statue's dangly bits! This is a terrible theft forthe tourist-attracting Rolande, as 
anyone who strokes the baubles are granted unparalleled virility. Optionally ask 
for more information about Reginald, before questioning Rolande about possible 
suspects (“everyone”) and when the theft took place (in the last few hours). Tell 
Rolande you need to look around. 


POILER A\ 


With your Witcher Senses, make a thorough inspection of the, uh. 


“area” 
© The statues bits and bobs were sawn off; this was a precision castration. 
© There's a dried blood stain at the base of the statue. 


© The arched rose trellis at the top of the steps has a piece of coat fabric caught 
on it, with a heavy cologne smell, That might lead somewhere. 


OBJECTIVE: 


Head down the steps, turn left, step through the door out onto the promenade, 
and make a left turn (facing northwest). Jog up the cobblestone thoroughfare, 
passing the Gran’place signpost, make a left turn past the Notice Board, turn 
right (west) at the edge of the market, and a right (north) up the stone steps just 
past the Perfumery. Step onto the curved street and head up a few townhouses 
to a door where some particularly loud rutting sounds can be heard. 


GETTING TESTE WITH OLD MAN HUGHES 


E OBJECTIVE: 


Access the door, and you open it to discover an older gentleman going at it with 
a younger woman. She runs off to get a towel, while Old Man Hughes blusters 
about his predicament. 


SECONDARY 
‘QUESTS 


=| 
g 
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He gets a little annoyed when it's discovered you're not Rosalinda’s husband. 
‘Answer as you wish, mentioning the man’s virility, and casually dropping 
Reginald d'Aubry into conversation, Hughes is ready to drop everything, when 
you hear shouting. It's Rosalinda's husband, and he's shocked Rosalinda would 
have two lovers; and both at the same time! The cuckold isn't about to let you 
fish in another man's pond, and steps to you, prompting the following: 


* “Not gonna repeat myself*: You don't have time to tell the cuck again that 
you're not in flagrante delicto with his wife, so you let your fists do the talking: 
Punch him on his arse, and he leaves. 


© (Axi) You quickly flummox his brain, and he agrees that it's time for him to 
leave, and he obliges. 


Hughes asks Rosalinda to leave, then admits he stole the stones, You'd never 
believe it, but they work! He's been at it three times today and counting! That's 
more than the entire last decade! Hughes pleads that you and he come to some 
arrangement to keep the granite knackers, prompting the following: 


® “Fine”; This leads to Epilogue #1. 


® “Willing to lend them to you": This leads to Epilogue #2. 
# “Nope. Needed to take 'em”: This leads to Epilogue #3. 


EPILOGUE #1: ABSOLUTELY KNACKERED 
| OBJECTIVE: ee ee 


You agree to let Hughes have the cojones, in return for his discretion and a bag 
of coin. He hands you a down payment, and tells you to return in a week for 
twice the amount. 


Now return to Rolande, and explain you haven't been able to find Reginald's 
happy sack; they were destroyed, Rolande is confused as they were made of a 
‘material not known to corrode, and this will send his art gallery into receivership! 
Chin up, Rolande; it's a moot point now. 


ITEM: Crowns (50) 


OBJECTIVE 


Leave the art gallery, and adventure, mooch around, or meditate for seven 
entire days until the quest objective updates. Return to the Hughes house for 
your additional coin. You find Rosalinda weeping at the front door, and a note 
hammered into the wood, announcing the passing of Hughes, Oh well, he died 
happy. This quest now concludes. 


EPILOGUE #2: NEVER MIND THE BALLOCKS 


You agree to let Hughes have the “meat and two veg,” but only for a single day; a 
compromise he is more than wiling to agree to. Leave the residence, Meditate or 
adventure for 24 hours, then return to the townhouse. You're told to Keep your voice 
down, as Louisa is the “happy recipient” this time and has an inexhaustible appetite. 
You're given the granite gonads, and a fond farewell, Epilogue #3 now begins, 


EPILOGUE #3: PICKING SOME PLUMS 


OBJECTIVE 


Whether you asked for Reginald’s dangler and acorns immediately, or came back 
‘one day later, you should now have it in your possession. Its a simple matter of 
returning to the art gallery, heading up the steps to the statue, and speaking to 
the Art Curator once more. Lebioda’s luscious lips, it's really them! You receive a 
wonderful reward, a scale model of Reginald to proudly display in Corvo Bianco, 
and even better, you can stroke Reginald at no charge! The Art Curator hammers 
the fruits of your labor back into place. Wait a couple of hours, and optionally 
return to Reginald and see him fully rebuilt. You can reach out for the tickle 

if you like, too! This grants you the "Power of Reginald” which lets you sprint 
whenever you are out of combat for one hour, as well as increasing your stamina 
regeneration. Helps explain Hughes’ exploits, doesn’t it? 


ITEM: Reginald Figurine 


DANGER ALERT 


\BAW/ OF SHEERSANDA WITCHER I SING- 


While Le Papillon serenades you with verbose verse, resist the temptation 
to throttle him and follow him out of the barber's, and roughly south out of 
Beauclair, passing through the Orlemurs Cemetery and Lebioda Gate, and along 
the road heading south. When you reach the general area where Jean-Louis was 
searching for ingredients, La Papillon shows he's a lover, nat a fighter, and leaves 
yyou to lop the head off an unruly Archespore. 


* WHEN THEY DISCOVERED A PLOT... 
| OBJECTIVES . 


Locations: Nilfgaardian Embassy, A Cut Above Hairdressing Salon 
(Unmarked), The Barber's Cave (Unmarked) a ad 

Characters: Le Papitlon, Jean-Louis Ludovic 

Enemies: Archespore, Beau Duvall, Squires 


THERE WAS A BARD NAMED PAPILLON 


= E) This prompts more 

‘This Quest is accessible after the tournament part of The Warble of a Smitten Knight treacly tunes from La 
|| quest is concluded, on the raised promenade above the lake docks, just south of the Papillon as you follow 
, Nilfgaardian Embassy. him to the second 
Faker nn nneeeaeneeeeliiieateeeed — l0cation where Jean- 
Louis was picking 
flower petals. Sure 
enough, a basket is 
found in this meadow, 
with the same smell 
as the pomade. Close by are some trampled grass, multiple footprints, and a 
sprinkling of blood! Use your Witcher Senses, and follow the trail of footprints 
roughly south, down a hill, to a rocky outcrop and a cave entrance, Here, the trail 
goes cold. 


While walking the upper promenade just south of 
the Nilfgaardian Embassy, by the closed barber's 
shop known as “A Cut Above,” you're stopped by 
a dandy named Le Papillon, a troubadour you may 
Temember. He greets you using the name you used 
during the tournament, Le Papillon is a devoted 

fan of Dandelion, and prone to interrupt you with 
verses, especially as you're about to undertake a 1 Papil 

valiant rescue mission as La Papillon’s coiffer, Jean- 

Louis Ludovic, has gone missing. Optionally ask for more information about the 
barber, then agree to look into it, bargaining up the bard if you wish. The shop is ROLULMGRINE 
currently closed. Open it up again with a quick blast of Aard on the front door. 


WHOSE SINGING IT DRONED ON AND ON... 


Oh good, more singing. Head into the cave, and the flickering shadows gives Le 
| OBJECTIVE Papillon cause to quieten down a bit. This is fortunate, as you can hear voices 
- 2 re from below. Drop down, and listen to a helmeted knight vent some of his own, 
decidedly less lilting poetry, on Jean-Louis, who has given him a haircut he's 
extremely displeased about. 


..AND BROUGHT A BARBER BACK TO 
HIS SALON 


Conduct a thorough 
search of the interior of 
“A Cut Above" Barber's 
shop, beginning with 
the customer chairs 
and mirrors 


} OBJECTIVES: 


. 


There are empty 
pomade jars; they ‘As you arrive, Beau 
stink more than La Duvall (for that is the 
Papillon’s poetry knight's name) turns 
his frustrations onto 
you, once he threatens 
Head upstairs to continue your search: to snip off something a 
little more permanent 


SECONDARY 
‘QUESTS 


a 


. 


The scissors are dull; they haven't cut hair for a while. 


© The chest at the foot of the bed hasn't been touched, so there's no forced 


that’s attached to the 
try here. There's : 
entry here. There's another empty jar of pomade, too. barber. Intervene with 
* Over by the window is a coiffer’s log listing hair styles long out of favor in one of the following: 


Novigrad. His last client was a Lady le Pompidou, but there are no leads there. 

Of greater interest is a map sketch; it seems to indicate (after you request 

Le Papillon shut up) the barber went out to find ingredients for his pomade, 

Gather the map. “Hair grows back,” which infuriates Beau and he orders his men to battle you, 
five-on-one. Cut them down, including his entourage of squires. 


# “Doesn't seem chivalrous,” which causes Beau to challenge you to a duel; one- 
‘on-one. Cut him down, while his entourage of squires watches, 


ITEM: Jear 


is Ludovic 


ad Jean-Louis is suitably impressed that his hide's been saved. Alas, Le Papillon 


is allowed to finish his bard's tale, which you can critique with enthusiasm or 
HE HELPED (NOT A LOT)... derision. Then comes the matter of payment. Of course, La Papillon has no 
— — = funds, and it falls to Jean-Louis to provide you some crowns. Visit him at “A Cut 
Above” and receive a discount in hair and beard grooming, too, The quest then 
concludes. You can now select a unique haircut, called the Queen's pageboy, if 
you so choose. 
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Locations: The Gran’ place, Cianfanetti Bank (Unmarked), 
Perfumery (Unmarked) 

Characters: Vineyard Owner, Bank Clerks, Marianne, Bank Customers, 
Giacomo Cianfanetti 

Enemies: Bank Customer, Dwarven Bouncers 


WELCOME TO CIANFANELLI BANK! 


| OBJECTIVE: 


| This Quest is accessible at any point during your exploration of Toussaint, though it 

{easiest to complete when you're exploring the streets close to the Blacksmith's 
‘and Armory, just south of The Gran’place : 
Do you remember your first exploits in Beauclair, 
many years ago? The Vineyard Owner standing close 
to the Armory and Blacksmith’s shops just south of 
The Gran'place Signpost certainly remembers, and 
he's been good enough to pay you for the services 
you rendered now that he's out of his bind. As you 
off gallivanting around elsewhere, the merchant 
placed your funds in a savings account at Cianfanelli 
Bank; it should be a substantial sum by now, and it 
will be simplicity itself to withdraw the funds when 
the need arises. 


Vineyard Owner 


) OBJECTIVE 


Head north, through 
the market stalls and 
pass the Notice Board, 
to the area close to The 
Gran'place signpost. 
Look for the imposing 
stone building to your 
left (west), and enter. 
Inside, the place is 
Quiet, save for the quiet 
snoring from one of the clerks. 


WE LOOK AFTER YOUR COIN AS IF IT WERE 
OUR OWN! 


E OBJECTIVE 


Head to Window 3 (the different clerks have plaques to read to determine where 
they are), where you're greeted by a reasonably cheerful clerk. You can optionally 
change coin to Crowns (something which can be done irrespective of this quest), 
but you're really here to “withdraw some coin.” She asks your name, then goes 
off to find the relevant records. You wait. She returns with news; “extraordinary 
circumstances” prevent you from accessing your account, as the holder is dead. 
The note is clearly in error, and the account can be activated, providing you 
acquire the correct documentation; Permit A38. That can be found at Window 1 


Cross the foyer, passing the Bank Customer on the window bench, open the 
door by the plaque that reads “Window 1" and enter. Speak to the clerk at 
Window 1, who doesn't seem quite as cheerful. Request Permit A38 from her, 
and you are informed this is the wrong window. Answer as you wish: You're told 
to calm down (or you'll rupture a vein), and the clerk recommends you check 
upstairs in records. Or downstairs, in the archive, One of them should have 

the documentation. Your jaunt to the records or archives departments can be 
completed in either order: 


E OBJECTIVE 


Quickly stroll north, then down the marble stairs down and around to the Archives, 
across from the vault. Visit the Bank Clerk in this room, and you're asked curtly 
what you want. Request Permit A38, Fiddlesticks! He's just run out! But not really, 
he doesn't have this form because this is the Archive! You can try to optionally 
“make a small donation,” but the clerk is taken aback. How dare you! 


Quickly wander south, then up the marble stairs, and north toward the Records 
office, passing two waiting customers. Speak to the Bank Clerk despite the 
protests, and ask if this is the place to get Permit A38. It certainly is! Simply hand 
‘over your Form 202. Which of course, you don't have, After asking again, the 
Clerk explains this is all reasonably simple; Permit A38 can only be issued upon 
presentation of Form 202, as stated specifically in Ordinance N60, Window 1 
should have Form 202 


E OBJECTIVE 


On your way out of the Records office, one of the bank customers isn't about to 
Jet you get away with cutting in front of him. Answer him as you wish, until he 
threatens to pummel you. After a pregnant pause, one of the dwarven Bouncers 
‘orders you to fight outside. On the forecourt, put your dukes up, and throw 
punches at the Bank Customer until one of you falls on your derriere. 


THE CUSTOMER IS ALWAYS RIGHT! 


L OBJECTIVES: 


Return to the ground floor of the bank, and head to Window 1 
deserted. Examine the window, and the smell of hair pomade, and follow the trail 
of scent across the foyer, to a locked door leading to Window 3. You can hear the 
Clerks nattering behind the door. Speak to them to learn that they are on their 
break and will serve you when they are done. It would behoove you to stop being 
tude, and wait until the clerks have finished their break. 


which is 


E OBJECTIVE 


Look around the foyer 
for abit. Sit down next 
to the Bank Customer 
you haven't punched, 
who sits near the 

door to window 1, 

to the side of the 
entrance, You strike up 
a conversation; count 
yourself lucky, as this 
fellow has the challenge of locating Certificate P! At this point, the customer asks 
if you're up for a round of Gwent. You can: 


© Agree, wager, and win or lose a bout of Gwent. This is your only opportunity to 
play the Bank Customer. 


‘® Mention that he knows his way around here; he recommends some finesse and 
subtlety to get what you need. 


After the game or the chat, the clerk at Window 1 returns from her break. 


| OBJECTIVES 


Return to Window 1. You may, if you wish, head out of the bank, and locate 
the Perfumery that's a couple of buildings away to the southwest, enter, and 
purchase either some Flowers or Perfume, before returning to Window 1 
Request Form 202, admonishing the clerk as she could have told you this 
information beforehand, She asks for your name, before looking it up in the 
ledger. You're then informed that Form 202 cannot be issued; the applicant in 
question has been declared officially dead. 


Resist the temptation to burn Beauclair to the ground, and instead rely on your 
wily charms. You can: 


‘(Give flowers or perfume) The clerk is taken aback, but pleasantly surprised 
at your gift 


© Tell her you're really here to see her, and lay on the charm about visiting her. 


Either option does the trick, and she goes off to fetch the bank owner, Master 
Cianfanelli himself. 


RED TAPE, OR RED MIST 


, OBJECTIVES: 


A few minutes later, the Bank Clerk returns with Giacomo Cianfanelli himself. 

He apologises for the delays, and you mention the permits you've had to find. 
Cianfanelli starts stalling, prompting you to ask what happened to your coin. He 
tells you proper paperwork is needed, and you resort to showing him the scroll 
detailing the Duchess’ request, and to act as her personal emissary. You demand 
access to your account! 


This seems to do the trick. Follow the dwarf downstairs, to the vault with the 
guard at each side. Cianfanelli unlocks the gate, and tells you which vault your 
deposit box is in. Head inside, inspect box 256 (the last one on the right)...which 
is empty! 


You turn and see the two Bouncers preventing your progress, and Cianfanell 
on the other side of the vault gate, explaining that because of your “deceased” 
status, it was decided that the monies in your account would be spent; on 
stocks, bonds, vineyard investments. Cutting to the chase? They don't have your 
money. You can: 


Tell Ciantanelli he has a week to recover your funds. This leads to Epilogue #1. 
Inform Ciantanelli you'll rip the coin out of his throat. This leads to Epilogue #2 or #3. 


EPILOGUE #1: FULLY VESTED 


OBJECT 


You leave the bank. 
Waiting outside the 
bank for seven days to 
pass, or meditating for 
that length of time, is 
arduous but possible. 
A better plan is to 
simply continue your 
adventuring, returning 
every So often until you 
spot Giacomo outside the steps. Speak to him; he has your coin, and he thanks 
you for the trust you showed, As an apology, he also includes a blade, “The 
Reckoner,” and he apologizes for the whole minging kerfuffle. The quest then 
concludes, and you may change monies at the bank whenever you wish. 


ITEMS: Sword: The Reckoner, Crowns (500) 


EPILOGUE #2: AGITATED AND TESTED 


OBJECTIVE 


You remain in the locked vault with the two dwarven guards, and must batter the 

both of them into submission. After some dwarf slaying, search the body to secure 

an overly-large key, use it to unlock the vault, and sprint up the steps. You find 

Ciantanelil in the foyer, extracting your funds. He hands them over, though they By 

aren't as much as you thought. But that's taxes and inflation for you. The quest Al 
op 
hed 


then concludes, and you're asked not to return here again, your face having been 
added to the banned clients board. 


ITEMS: Massive Key, Crowns (200) 


EPILOGUE #3: BROKE AND HUMILIATED 


If you engaged the dwarves in a fight and lost, you are thrown out of the bank 
into the cold, cold rain, A meager coin pouch is thrown after you, all you're going 
to get. Your handsome mug is added to the banned clients board and you'll get 
nothing else from the bank. 


ITEMS: Crowns (200) f 


] 


4n 
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| \paw/ A PORTRAIT OF THE\WITCHER AS AN O ) MAN 


Locations: The Gran’ place, Beauclair Palace, Rosetree Hill (Unmarked), 
Duchaton Crest (Unmarked) ae 

Characters: The Painter, Pierre-Auguste Moustacherois 

Enemies: Nekkers, Griffin 


CAPTURING A GLORIOUS CHIAROSCURO 


OBJECTIVE 


| This Quest is available after the tournament during The Warble of a Smitten Knight. 
‘The quest begins when you visit the painter standing at the southwest comer of the. 
| market square. 
After being called out by 
a gushing painter in the 
southwestern corner 
of the market square 
south of The Gran’place 
Signpost, stop and 
listen to the man gush 
cover your “attributes.” 
The fellow isn’t looking 
for a date, but a fellow 
with your jawline to model for him. Naturally, you'll be compensated for your 
modeling services. He requests you meet him at noon, near the western gate by 
the Palace, where you'll both venture off to find the perfect vista 


OBJECTIVE: 


When you reach the western gate (unmarked, but very close to the Beauciair 
Palace signpost), the painter mounts his steed, and gallops off down the palace 
gardens on a winding pathway. Follow him as he talks about losing his favorite 
paintbrush to that damnable hack Pierre-Auguste Moustacherois (his cat), He 
soon halts his gallop near the top of Rosetree Hill, and you both walk the rest 
of the way to the top. A group of noblefolk are busy having a picnic, which may 
impede the painter's abilty to find a spot at which to paint you. 


But an even worse fate has befallen the painter; the painting supplies he left 
here have gone missing! You can optionally ask about using different paints or 
that you're not going to look for them, but you are quickly rebuffed. if you tell the 
painter you won't look for them, you fail this quest. Time to look around. 


| OBJECTIVES: 


It seems the noblefolk 
are standoffish, but 
aren't maliciously hiding 
the paints themselves, 
forcing you to look 
alittle farther afield, 
behind a small thicket 
just alittle further along 
the path. Here, you 

find some spilled paint, 
which reeks to high heavens of turpentine. Follow the smell to a set of clear, 
but curiously-small footprints. Track the scent trail over a broken fence, and 
down a steep, grassy hill where another stain can be spotted. Continue roughly 
northeast, then right and up to the mouth of a cave. 


Enter Rosetree Hill Cave, an unmarked area cut into the hillside under the vista. 
There are paint drops here too, and the scent tra continues into the cavern 
where a group of Nekkers turn and charge you. Slay all five before continuing 
the inspection. Why did the Nekkers steal the paint? You find an empty paint 
container, splatterings of paint on the rock wall, and finally the painting 
accessories. They aren't in too bad of a state. On the cave wall itself, it seems 
the Nekkers have shown some rudimentary artistry, painting a fight between 
them and a—troll? Return to the Painter with the news; he couldn't care less 
about the cave daubings, and isn’t happy that so few of his paints are intact, but 
he's ready to paint now. In fact, he's secured a superior spot! 


PAINT ME LIKE ONE OF YOUR 
BEAUCLAIR GIRLS 


OBJECTIVE 


Stroll back to the 
horses, mount up, 

and ride the Gorgon 
Foothills, winding your 
way along narrow 
paths and trees, to 
Duchaton Crest; a high 
cliff offering impressive 
views of the Palace 
and most of Toussaint 
When you dismount, the Painter sets up his easel and asks how you'd like to be 
immortalized on canvas. 


‘Answer with one of the following: 


# On horseback. You'd like Roach to be in the painting, but the Painter's prancing 
filly is used instead. With sword raised aloft, you hold the poso. 


Heroic. You'd like to stand, sword in hand. With a snarling grimace, you clutch 
your blade in both hands, and hold the pose. 


© Reciining. You'll lie down, so you can nap while he works. You rest, propped up on 
your elbow, and hold the pose. 


You have one additional chance to change poses before the painting begins 


L OBJECTIVE 


At sunset, the Painter 
yells “Griffin,” which 
you're sure he's 

adding to the painting 
afterward. But the terror 
in his shriek indicates 
he's seen the real 

thing; a swooping beast 
circles the crest you're 
standing on. The Painter 
flees for cover, while you must use the previous Griffin-killing knowledge to drop 
the beast. Seek Bestiary information on page 750 if you need it. 


After the battle, the Painter wrestles with the artwork and easel, having saved 
the work, but isn’t about to reveal an unfinished masterpiece just yet. You're to 
meet him back at the market square, tomorrow after midday, where all will be 
revealed! For now, he asks whether you want to see the Griffin in the painting. 
Answer. 


® “Yeah, paint it in," and the painting includes the vanquished beast. 


‘® “Rather not have the griffin in the painting,” and the painting omits the beast 
entirely. 


You're given a fee for saving the day, and the painter parts ways with you. 


ITEM: Crowns (300) 


ARTIST LICENSE AND CREATIVE EMBELLISHMENTS 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Meditate or adventure until after midday the next day, or until your quest 
objective updates, before you return to the market square just south of 
Gran’place Signpost. A crowd has gathered to view this masterpiece, though 
there's more tittering than you're expecting, The painting is finally revealed, in 

its fully glory! In fact, there may be too much glory! You don't quite remember 
having this little clothing when you posed, and when the painter asks how you 
like the picture, answer how you wish. Even if you offend the painter by detesting 
this artwork, he still offers you the picture for sale. At a special discount too! 
Depending on your previous choices, the painting for sale will look like one of the 
six following pictures: 


DANGER ALERT 


al LL DEATH._DO YOU PART 


Locations: The Gran’Place, Clever Clogs Tavern (Unmarked), Orlemurs 
Cemetery (Unmarked), Temple Cemetery (Unmarked), Libioda’s Gate, 
Beauclair Blacksmith (Unmarked), Gwent Friendship Society Tomb _ 
(Unmarked), Coopers’ Gate, De Corentin Residence (Unmarked) 

Characters: Charles Lanzano, Louis de Corentin, Margot de Corentin, Trentin 

rave Robbers, Archespore 


Enemies: 


“ARRGHH! HAAAAWK! WHOOOO! 
FEEEEEERRKK! 


OBJECTIVE: 


‘After obtaining a notice of impending madness due 
to lack of sleep, head over to the Clever Clogs Tavern 
in the Lassommoir District of Beauclair, to help out 
the sleepless fellow, a man named Charles Lanzano 
He's being kept awake at night by a horrendous 
racket, and the Ducal Guard has done nothing to 
help. Optionally ask if the noises occur regularly, 
before (optionally) bargaining up your fee and 
agreeing to this quest. 


Charles Lanzano 


The hero of Fourhorn/Rivia 


Witcher 
Gritin an 


(vanished 
Pierre-Auguste 
‘Moustacherols): It 


fore 


You can purchase it for 1,000 Crowns (after which it can be hung in Corvo 
Bianco), refuse, or return when you have enough coin. The quest then concludes, 


ITEM: Portrait of Geralt 


SPOILER ALERT XX 
es ) 
_ 


| This Quest is accessible during Blood and Wine Main Quest; The Beast of Toussaint, 
* or at any time afterward, The quest can begin in one of three ways: 


‘You can read the following missive pinned to a Notice Board, such as the one at 
‘The Gran’Place (Beauclair), entitied “Contract: Quarrelling at the Cemetery," which 

| refers to an infernal racket coming from the nearby Orlemurs Cemetery, and offering 
payment for some peace and quiet. This is the optimal path, and shown below. 


| You visit Charles Lanzano, a tired chap who can’t get to sleep, and who resides in 
the Clever Clogs Tavern (Lassommoir District of Beauctair). 


| You head to Orlemurs Cemetery itselt, then up into the Temple Cemetery (the walled 
area between Leboida’s Gate and Metinna Gate), in the southern part of Beauclair 
{Lassommoir District), and after nightfall, you hear strange sounds from around the 
‘main crypt. At this point, you can investigate. 


Remember! If you begin this quest without speaking to Charles Lanzano, be sure 
to find him and let him know once the quest is successful, so you can collect an. 


additional reward! om 
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The Temple Cemetery (which is the upper walled graveyard, rather than the 
lakeside crypt further south) is due east of the Clever Clogs. Enter via one of the 
iron gates, and start some snooping. This can be done at any time of day. The 
following evidence is found: 


* Tracks! Leading to the foot of the chapel wall, where you discover trampled 
grass and a pair of bloomers. Not the kind of moaning you're looking tor! 


‘= An open grave! Thing is, grave robbers don’t usually wail and moan 
‘that much. 


tt seems your trail has gone cold, as there are no more physical signs to find. The 
place is eerily quiet, though there are grave robbers to seek out in the catacombs 
beneath the Temple Cemetery. Meditate until after sunset, and begin your 
searching anew. Head to either set of steps leading down into the catacombs, 
‘and you chance upon sounds of muffled fighting. I's coming from down below! 


» OBJECTIVES: 


Enter the catacombs by pushing open the gate, and move immediately to the 
crypt door on your left; this is where the noises are coming from. The place is 
Weirdly empty, though a thorough examination of objects using your Witcher 
Senses reveals the following’ 


‘Asmashed pot in one comer, as if someone threw it against the wall 


. 


‘A tomb plaque of one Louis de Corentin. The flowers in his tomb are pretty 
fresh, so the funeral wasn’t that long ago. 


‘tomb plaque opposite of one Margot de Corentin. 


A gold urn; no grave robber worth their salt would have left this, so they aren't 
the cause of this. 


Perhaps this isn't the place after all? The objective reverts back to finding the 
source of noise in the catacombs. Leave the de Corentin crypt, and start your 
descent down into the deeper catacombs. Wait! The sounds are back! Time to 
search the crypt again! 


TILL DEATH: DO YOUR PART 


OBJECTIVES: 


Step into the crypt 
again, and you decide 
to find a hiding spot 
behind the statue, so 
you can find out once 
and for all what is going 
on. A fierce argument 
breaks out between 

two departed spirits; 
the ghost of Louis de 
Corentin (a gambling degenerate, if you believe his wife), and Margot de Corentin 
(a Lebioda-bothering zealot, according to her husband). The only thing they 
agree on is that you're intruding into their squabble, Answer as you wish, The 
row continues, and it seems the only sensible course of action is to remove one 
of the couple from their internment. You can either state this, or ask whose crypt 
you're standing in, but both have equal rights to this usually peaceful rest, Then 
comes the bargaining: 


Margot de Corentin says that if you side with her, you'll be told where Louis 
hid his lucky Gwent cards. Intriguing, 


A clearly-furious Louis de Corentin, who was murdered because he actually 
needed those cards, says he'll tell you where the cards are...if you side 
with him. 


The objective updates, and it seems you have a choice to make (which you 
‘cannot go back on), You can: 


# Side with Louis de Corentin, and remove Margot's urn from the crypt. This begins 
Path 1, 


Side with Margot de Corentin, and take Louis’ urn from the crypt. This starts 
Path 2. 


PATH #1: SIDING WITH “THE GAMBLING 
HEATHEN”, LOUIS. 


§ OBJECTIVE 


Choose to side with Louis, and locate Margot's urn, behind the ghost of the 
Lebioda devotee. Margot appears, and pleads that if you truly must remove her 
from her resting place, that she should be deposited somewhere more pleasant. 
She wishes to be buried with her mother, in the old cemetery, just outside the 
city walls, and beneath the outspread arms of a chestnut tree. 


Exit the de Corentin Crypt, and head out of the Temple Cemetery, moving south to 
Lebioda’s Gate, and the “old Cemetery,” also known as the Orlemurs Cemetery. 
You're looking for a tombstone bearing Margot’s mother's name, Micheline 
Belrose, at the family tomb here. Itis located just by the southern entrance arch 
Inspect each gravestone until you find the one bearing the Belrose name, and put 
the um there. 


ITEM: Urn with ashes of Margot de Corer 


Back at the de Corentin Crypt, Louis is nowhere to be found. You possibly 
expected as much from this cad. The objective updates, and Louis remains 
hidden until you gather up his urn, and threaten to remove it. 


ITEM: Urn with ashes of Louis de Corentin 


Louis appears, admits to being a fraud, and has no idea where the hidden stash 
of Gwent cards are! But he'll think of something as a reward...and remembers a 
swordsmith by the name of Trentin, who had promised him a blade after he was 
skinned in a game of Gwent, Alas, Louis passed on before claiming this prize. 
Why not collect it in his stead? And just like Louis, Trentin’s wife would summon 
Master Mirror himself if she found out her husband partook in such gambling; so 
you have all the verbal ammunition you need. 


PATH #1: BLAGGING THE BEAUCLAIR BLACKSMITH 


you haven't spoken to Charles Lanzano yet, you're stopped by a frightened guard 
‘and asked about the noises in the catacombs. After describing what you found out, 
the guard makes mention of Lanzano and the Objective “Find Charles Lanzano at 
the Clever Clogs" begins. This occurs only it you chanced upon the noises without 
|| property starting this quest. You can finish up Margot’s objective, or speak to Charles 
| (at the quest conclusion) at any time you wish, 


os 


Visit the Beauclair Blacksmith, in the rather well- 
to-do shop Trentin owns next to the Armorer, 
equidistant between the Nilfgaardian Embassy 

and The Gran'Place. Head upstairs, and explain 
that you're here for Louis’ sword. Mention the 
Blacksmith’s Gwent habit, and he soon realizes he 
must give the sword over. Once in your possession, 
Trentin asks whether you might wager some coin Trentin 

for a game of Gwent? Agree or reject his offer (you 

cannot play him later, but he's got no unique rewards, so whether to engage in a 
game is up to you), and this Path concludes. 


in Fire 


PATH #2: SIDING WITH “THE SAINTLY 
SHREW”, MARGOT. 


| OBJECTIVE 


Choose to side with Margot, and locate Louis’ um, behind the ghost of the gambling 
degenerate. Louis appears, disappointed you fell for “that pious tart's drivel.” He 
has one request, that his remains are set in the chamber of the Gwent Friendship 
Society of Beauclair, where departed members of the club are laid to rest. 


Exit the de Corentin Crypt, make a long left tur into the entrance to the lower 
catacombs, head down the curved steps, and across the first mausoleum area, 
into a subsequent corridor until you spot a sign on the right wall that indicates 
the entrance to the Gwent Friendship society. 


ITEM: Urn with a: 


Once inside the chamber, head down the stairs, where you disturb a trio of Grave 
Robbers. After a conversation that seals their doom, dispatch the three of them 
(with relative ease), and then use your Witcher Senses to secure a spot on one of 
the tomb ledges to place Louis’ umn on. Don't forget to acquire a book of Gwent 
verses before you leave! 


ITEMS: Gwent Card: 


Back at the de Corentin Crypt, Margot is thankful for your help, and describes the 
path leading to where the stash of buried Gwent cards is hidden. She describes 
@ path to the chest, hidden under a rose bush, before asking where her husband 
ended up. Answer her before you leave the cemetery, 


PATH #2: HIDDEN CARDS IN HAUTEVILLE 


| OBJECTIVES 


SECONDARY 
‘QUESTS 


Head north, into the Hauteville District of Beauclalr, and walk through Coopers’ 
Gate, heading downhill to the east. Turn right (south), and look forthe red-walled} 
house with the sign of the tree; the De Corentin Residence. The side gates tothe 
garden are barred, forcing you to walk in a clockwise direction around the house, 


up some stone steps, and to climb up some crates to the low roof. / 
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|, OBJECTIVE 


Drop down into the garden, which is barred for a reason; an Archespore is 
lurking in the undergrowth! Once it's been chopped into more manageable 
segments, continue your search. If you remember what Margot told you, she 
mentioned the chest was buried beneath the rose bushes. Look there, in the 
‘southeast corner of the garden, and sure enough, the stash is found! Gather both 
the Gwent cards. Afterward, look for the small chest on the west side by the door, 
which holds the Garden key, allowing you to unlock either iron gate, and depart. 


The Paths now merge. 


ITEMS: Gwent card: Vampire: Bruxa, Gwent cari 


Garden key 


Barclay Els, 


CONCLUSION: CATACOMBS CLEARED (OF SCREAMING SPOUSES) 


| OBJECTIVE: == | 


Head to the Clever Clogs, and find Charles Lanzano upstairs. Explain that you 
solved the noise problem. He's very excited, asking what “ancient filth” was 
entombed deep in the catacombs, You can answer 


DANGER ALERT 


OOO 


BaW/ 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Scavenger Hunt: Grandmaster Griffin Gear 
Locations: Lebioda’s Gate, Orelemurs Cemetery (Unmarked), on 
Valley of the Nine [Unmarked], Ruins of Dol Naev'de (Unmarked) 
Characters: Postboy, Yennefer of Vengerberg, lor Triss, depending 
on your relationship in The Witcher 3), Professor Moreau, Jerome 
Moreau 
Enemies: Drowners, Guardian Panthers, Gargoyles, Pale Widow Centipedes 
Required Items: Crossbow [you can use bombs instead) 


OLD PARCHMENTS AND OLD FRIENDS 


| 


|} This quest is brought to your attention during your first visit to Beauclair, where you 

| receive a missive from Yennefer of Vengerberg (or Triss. There are three possible 

|| letters based on player's actions in TW3. Romancing Yen gives a letter from Yen, 
romancing Triss a letter from Triss, and romancing both or neither provides a letter 

}} from Yen, but less amicable than the first one). During Main Quest: The Night of Long 

| Fangs, this quest stalls, and a new objective, “Before continuing with Professor 

} Moreau, fight off the vampire attacks,” prevents you from continuing this quest 

| Until after the completion of Main Quest: Tesham Mutna. (Only the cemetery part in 

| Beauclair, you can proceed with the quest if you have the objective “Search for the 

, entrance to the professor's laboratory in the flooded ruins of the Valley of the Nine") 


eT ee 


* "Actually, just a marital spat”: Charles is sorry to have bothered you, and 
rewards you. 


# "Yeah, Tough job, barely survived”: Charles is amazed at your code that forbids 
you from revealing all the gruesome details, and rewards you with a premium, 


The quest then concludes, providing you've claimed your reward from the ghost 
you sided with 


ITEM: Crowns (50 or 100) 


While on your 
adventures, usually 
when entering one of 
the town squares or 
courtyards in Beauclair 
for the first time (such 
as the wonderful stone 
wishing well close 
to the Pheasantry 
{nn just north of the 
Nilfgaardian Embassy), you are stopped by an urgent missive carried by a small 
child. Shoo him away or pay him five crowns for his troubles. The letter is from 
your old friend Yenneter or Triss, who has discovered references to a “Professor 
Moreau of Beauciair” who conducted research into Witcher mutations, It seems 
his journal, which was laid with the Professor's remains in his tomb, makes 
mention of a secret laboratory! Furthermore, Yennefer or Triss has provided a 
partly-legible map with which to begin your search. 


The old cemetery just north of Lebioda’s Gate is where the Professor's grave is 
located. Find it at the foot of the sprawling oak tree, close to a weeping woman 
named Vivienne (if Main Quest: The Night of Long Fangs has been completed) 
who mourns her slain knight Guillaume the Hapless. She isn't relevant to this 
quest. Examine the open grave to her left. The headstone is carved with Elder 
Speech, but his journal has been stolen, and the professor is in no shape to help 
you (after you examine his skeletal remains). 


OBJECTIVES: 


Use your Witcher Senses to discover a set of shallow footprints leading away 
from the grave, but the trail is lost when you reach the road. Only the map can 
further your progress, while the headstone referenced “Aelirenn” and “Dol 
Naev'de," as well as “Valley of the Nine.” After checking the map, it seems the 
Sansretour River flows through the area where the Valley of the Nine once lay. 


THE ELVEN OBSTACLE COURSE 


OBJECTIVE 


‘Almost due east of the cemetery, along the southern shore of the Sansretour 
River, between the Mere-Lachaiselongue Cemetery and Toussaint Prison, is a 
stretch of water with something mysterious hidden beneath the surface, Take a 
boat or swim out to the investigation area, and dive down. Beware of Drowners 
(notch a crossbow bolt if you need to retaliate). 


You discover the sunken remains of an elven ruin! Not only that, but if you 
swim around to the north side of the main, cross-shaped structure, there's a 
shimmering portal, ready to transport you into the ruins. Swim in, if you dare! 


DOL NAEV'DE: BRIDGE OF SPIKES 


| OBJECTIVE 


You appear inside the 
ruins of Dol Naev'de, 
‘and must start 
exploring. Optionally 
check the entrance 
area for some skeletal 
remains to loot, then 
press forward, down 
some steps, passing a 
second skeleton near 
some rock ore you can loot, Head to a large cavern, and a bridge of floor spikes, 


‘At the first and second floor tile of spikes, time your walk to step over the spikes 
as they are retracting 


At the set of four tile spikes moving in unison, use Quen to protect yourself, walk 
across the first two when they retract, then jump across the rest 


At the set of six tile spikes moving in unison, use Quen, walk across the first 
two tiles when they retract, ignore the “path” of spikes and instead leap over 

the stationary spikes ahead of you, Alternatively, avoid the spikes altogether by 
dropping down a ledge on the right shortly before them. Use your Witcher Senses 
to detect the grave robber's passage and go right or left, paral to the bridge. 


At this point, you can tun right and continue your descent. Or, you can optionally 
use Quen, and make a quick couple of jumps (with a roll to finish) across a large 
number of moving spikes to a chest with some better loot inside, at the end of 
the bridge. 


A THE LOOTINGOPDOLT V'DE 


The ruins have intermittent looting places where you might find skeletal remains, as 
well as small ore deposits. Fee! free to loot as you go. 


DOL NAEV’DE: GUARDIAN PANTHERS 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Head down the steps, dropping down to another impressive bridge structure, 
and walk into the circular platform, which suddenly seals up, and two Guardian 
Panthers transform from stone to flesh. Treat them as you would a normal fight 
with a big cat (see Bestiary entry on page 719), though these are specters, 
and require a different oil to coat your blade with, When both guardians are 
dispatched, the magical barrier dissipates. 


| OBJECTIVE 


SECONDARY 
‘QUESTS 


Continue east, up the steps, and into a chamber with a hole in the floor to your 
right, near a candle-filled altar to a long-forgotten deity, Ahead, the corridor 
continues to another hole, before a rock fall prevents your progress. Drop into the 
sagging floor to discover a small mining tunnel underneath, some implements, 
and (using your Witcher Senses) some blood-soaked rags from a wounded 

grave robber, near a lantem. Head along the tunnel of broken walls moving 
southwards, passing a skeleton, until you find Professor Moreau’s diary lying in 
an extinguished camp fire, close to a crossbow, 


ITEMS: Professor Moreau’s diary, Crossbow 


It seems the robber triggered a trap, as in front of you is a giant, globe-like 
boulder that has fallen through the floor. Climb it, and peer into a circular 
chamber with a Guardian panther statue in it. It doesn't take a genius to figure 
‘out you have another fight on your hands! 


i] 
| 
| 
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DOL NAEV'DE: DOOR OF STONES 


f OBJECTIVE: _ 


Once you've dispatched the Guardian panther and the magical barrier recedes, 
head south, into an adjoining chamber with some particularly unsafe flooring! 
Watch you don’t fall to your death as you inspect the remains of this bridge 
balcony over a high chasm, and locate the following using your Witcher Senses: 


© Acolumn with rope tied to one end, and the other down below on a ledge you 
can't reach. 


* Alocked door at the south end of the balcony. If you've read the notes, they 
mention “four protruding stones.” 


‘© Four protruding stone blocks, poking out of each of the walls, which glow red 
when you use your Witcher Senses. 


Produce your crossbow (or return to where you find the diary notes and grab the 
crossbow there), and aim a bolt at each of the four protruding blocks. You can 
alternatively tise bombs, or even Aard, on the first three, the last one being out of 
reach, The locked door rumbles open: Success! 


DOL NAEV'DE: CHAMBERS OF PORTALS 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Step through the arched door you just unlocked, and into a large and ornate 
circular chamber of many arched alcoves, with a central cowled statue to gaze 
at. Don't gaze for long though; a Gargoyle transforms from stone to attack! 
When you've demolished this foe, search it for a gargoyle paw. Now peer around 
the statue with your Witcher Senses, and place the gargoyle paw on the vase- 
shaped plinth. It slowly descends, triggering. ..portals. Great 


ITEM: Gargoyle paw 


| OBJECTIVE 


Portals have appeared in many of the alcoves on this level, and the two circular 
balcony levels above you. The only way is up, and as you'd expect, all but one 
of the portals on each level progresses you forward; while the others deposit 
you back where you fought the gargoyle. The path to further your progress 

is as follows: 


First Chamber: 

Level 1; East Portal: 
Take the portal one 
alcove clockwise from 
the room entrance you 
came from. The central 
cowled statue faces 
this portal. 


Second Chamber: Level 2: North Portal: Though it isn't immediately obvious, 
you appear in a completely different circular chamber of portals! If you compare 
the ground area below you, you can see there's more rubble and rocks in this 
chamber, and more eerie blue light compared to the orange light of the first 
chamber. Hop over the broken stone balcony you're on, to the ground, and climb 
the large fallen boulders the central statue is looking at, just let of a ground 
portal. Take the portal on the balcony above (head north). 


Third Chamber: Level 3: Northwest Portal: You appear in a brand new circular 
chamber (peer down and you'll see vegetation below). Remain on this upper 
stone balcony, and run clockwise around the edge of it; Ignoring the first two 
portals on your left, and leaping the gap below you. Land on the subsequent 
section of balcony, the one the statue is facing. 


CH-CH-CH-CH-CHANGES 


OBJECTIVES: 


You've reached the laboratory of Professor Moreau. Now to conduct a search 
into exactly what he was researching. Discover the following using your 
Witcher Senses. 


* Avat with the remains of an unwilling test subject. 


A piece of intriguing machinery; a contraption looking a little like an iron 
maiden, but you lack the knowledge to start it up. 


A bookcase with tomes on mutations and genetics. There's also a long, carved 
shelf with a row of preserved organs. 


A megascope with five entries to view, Entries #2 and #4 are missing the 
required megascope crystal. Assuming you've gathered the crystals, you can 
watch the late Professor explain his findings at each major point during his 
experimentation period. 


First Entry: The start of the Professor's great endeavor, begun to help save his 
son, Jerome. A device has been devised to study mutations in the hopes to 
reverse those that have plagued his child. 


Second Entry (Crystal required): Despite applying toxicity to his experimental 
subject, Moreau records no overdosing symptoms. His mutations allow better 
toxicity toleration! 


Third Entry: Research indicates the mutation must be applied continuously, 
and to prevent this from killing his subjects, he adds the albumen of a 
mutated giant centipede egg. 


Fourth Entry (Crystal required): A method is discovered by which one type of 
mutagen may be transmuted into another through the addition of ingredients, 


Fifth Entry: All the years of experiments are for nought! Each “cure” that was 
applied only deepened his mutations, further augmenting his speed and 
strength. What was a failure for Moreau could be a boon for you! 


ITEMS: Megascope crystal { 


Book: Centipedes 


OBJECTIVE: 


It seems centipede 
albumen is likely the 
catalyst to help with 
your pursuance of 
augmenting yourself 
with the Professor's 
mutations. Look for the 
‘open cage door near 
the bookcase, and step 
through the hole in the 
‘wall to where the professor's centipedes have burrowed. Enter the cave and 
slaughter the two Pale Widow Giant Centipedes. If you're having trouble, consult 
the Bestiary entry on page 735. Head to the back (roughly south) of the cave, 
limb a rock ledge to an upper tunnel, and face a third Pale Widow, This one 

is guarding three egg sacs. Use your Witcher Senses to spot them, gather the 
albumen (only one is needed) and return to the laboratory. 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Locate the contraption 
that looks a little like an 
iron maiden, and open 
the hatch in the back, 
placing the albumen in 
there, The contraption 
opens up, but doesn't 
start up. Enter your 
Inventory Menu, and 
remove all your armor 
and swords, You can keep your pants and boots if you suffer from gymnophobia 
Step into the contraption, and hold your breath. ..moments later, you are imbued 
with powerful new capabilities; mutations that normal men could never even 
hope to acquire! Welcome to the mutations system! 


To lear more about Mutations, open the Character Panel Menu, and you' see a new 
Mutations Panel, as well as four additional abilty slots! This brings the total number 
of abilities you can use at once from 12 to 16. Enter the Mutations Panel Menu, 

and discover 12 powerful new Mutations you can research using Abilty Points and 
Greater Mutagens. 


| 
| 

Learn more about all the Mutations, including recipes to obtain different Mutagens, 

and alchemy to change a mutagen's color, in the Training chapter of this guide, on | 

page 44, 

‘Acquire Ability points to spend on Mutagen research by leveling up finding Places of | 

Power, and completing two quests. See page 60 for more details. 


Complete Secondary Quest: No Place Like Home, improve the Corvo Bianco 
Greenhouse, and grow herbs specifically tailored to creating Mutagens. Look for that 
‘quest on page 242. 


All that remains is to leave this elven ruin, and you're fortunate that an exit 
portal is accessible at the end of the laboratory corridor to the northeast. Find 
the crystal on the right wall, and charge it using a blast of Aard. This opens the 
Portal. Step through, and you appear underwater, on the opposite side to the 
portal you entered the ruins from. This quest concludes, though you're only 
getting started researching your Mutations! 


SPOILER 


EXTREME COSPLAY 


OBJECTIVE 


This Quest is accessible at any point during your exploration of Toussaint, though 


| itis easiest to complete when you're heading from the Mere-Lachaiselongue 
Cemetery to the rastamara Hunting Cottage during Main Quest: La Cage au Fou. » 


On the tree-lined hillsides of southwest Caroberta Woods, just off the main road 

between Francollarts and Gelenser Farm, is a side track leading to the entrance 

to the Doren Aima Estate. At the threshold of the estate entrance, a merchant 

named Gaston is tending to a slumped knight, though when you arrive the knight 

has already passed on. Gaston the merchant explains he heard screams, Answer 

as you wish. Tell Gaston you plan to figure out what killed the knight if you wish 

to start this quest. Gaston plans to tag along too, 479 


480 


The “knight” was wearing a breastplate that looked like an antique. Use your 
Witcher Senses to uncover a blood trail leading to the house on the hill. Approach 
the Doren Alma Estate. 


To the left of the door is a spot where the knight fell, breaking his legs. The heim 
sits there, near the ruined gate the knight didn’t quite manage to break apart. 
Fortunately, you have Aard to cast, and the door splinters open. Enter the 

estate grounds. 


BREAD AND WINE 


The tiered formal gardens show signs of a struggle. Use your Witcher Senses, 
and follow the trail of clues: 


© Animmolated man slumped by the 
main door. 


© Overturned tables and benches show signs of seating for a banquet. 
‘© A dead servant, stabbed to death with some blows taking place after death. 
* Asmail table with silver tableware and Elven engravings, 


© ‘Between the statues is another corpse; this one punctured with great force. 
He wears an identical breastplate to the dead “knight” on the high road. 


* Another corpse shows signs of throat massacre with a mighty blow. By the 
body is a sword and shield that look ceremonial 


* Either side of the “throne” chair are ceremonial bowls. 
© Over by the far corner, on the two benches are a bow! of fruit and a book. 
Gather the book, and read It if you wish. 


A: Book: Civil War in Toussai 


© Near the fountain (which contains florens) are burn marks and a 
strong stench. 


* A slumped corpse at the foot of the steps shows puncture wounds. He's 
wearing elven attire. 


| OBJECTIVE: 


Once you examine the patch of burned ground, you can start to follow the smell 
of burning. 


‘© Atthe top of the steps is a corpse of a man who fled while on fire. 
'* At the foot of the manor house is a scorched doublet. 


‘© There are sounds from inside the house. Follow the smell of burning to the 
fear door, and knock on it. A clearly fearful man, still bearing signs of soot, 
peers out. Ask him whatever questions you wish. He is Lord Durand Fucher- 
Plamondon de Savarin, chairman of the Society of Friends of the History of 
Toussaint. He is in this current predicament because of “spirits.” The society 
was in the middle of staging a scene (the elf Divethaf paying homage; the 
surrender of Toussaint's last elven king) when he saw fire and fled. You 
‘surmise the society accidentally summoned a specter. In order to rid Durand 
of this menace, the reenactment needs to be performed again. With a Witcher! 


DIVETHAF AND CONQUER 


‘OBJECTIVES 


‘A few hours later, Durand de Savarin has set up the lower grounds for the newest 
reenactment, and is playing the part of King Ludovic. You will play the Aen Seidhe 
ruler. But everyone must be in costume! While Gaston reads from his book, you 
are tasked with lighting all the torches in the garden. These are either side of the 
main path, between the statues, and two are either side of the fountain. 


ITEM: Ceremonial Mask 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Gaston reads the next passage, which talks of a gift of elven wine and bread. Use 
the large offering plates to place both items, which are gathered from a small 
chest on the left side of the garden near one of the torches 


ITEM: Elven bread and wine 


, OBJECTIVES: 


Another passage is read aloud, as you locate an elven sword and shield. Both 
are located between the torch and the last statue on the right side, near Gaston, 
With both sword and shield in your Quest items part of your inventory menu, 
equip them both (the sword takes the place of your steel weapon, and the shield 
sits next to the mask in your pocket). Draw the sword, and use the quick-access 
‘menu to equip the shield, as you would a torch or crossbow. 


DIVETHAF’S GOLEMS 


OBJECTIVE 


After you knee! before 
Durand, and the 
play-act comes to a 
crescendo, Gaston 
notices the garden 
statues are shuddering 
slightly. Then they 
spring to life! There are 
six to fight; four armed 
with long pikes and two 
with spells offering ranged combat. Treat these entities as you would ghostly 
bandits, and don't forget to reequip your best sword before starting cut down 
this squad of statues. 


After combat concludes, Durand appears to know what these statues were; 
they once stood in the palace of Divethal and he only recently acquired them, 
These were his golems. Gaston has a few choice words for elves, which you 
can disagree with or ignore before you leave. Durand won't let you leave empty- 
handed; he hands you some coin before this quest concludes. 


OVERVIEW: A GAME WITHIN A GAME 

From the revolting inns of Velen to the spectacular Royal Castle at Vizima, it seems anyone who is anyone is enjoying the dwarven card game known as Gwent. 
However, this enjoyable pastime can become hopelessly addictive when you realize there are a large number of cards to find to bolster your deck, improve your 
chances of victory, and complete your collection. While innkeepers and merchants may sell some cards, the following quests allow you to gather many high-value 


cards, which are critical to your collection. 


Before you start your search for Gwent cards, here are a few tactical tips to help you: 


ON THE'GARDS®GWENT'GOLLECTING TIPS 


Gwent cards are acquired in a number of ways. Be sure you thoroughly 
Inspect the Complete Card Checklist (starting on page 782), and the Gwentlefolk of 
the Northern Realms (page 800) to further your search. In general, remember to find 
cards from the following places: 


In your Base Deck; You begin with a fair number of cards (mainly from the Northern 
Realms deck) which you should employ in your initial games. 


Purchased: Some cards can be bought from a vendor (a merchant, innkeep, or other 
shop owner) at a variety of locations. 


Won (Randomly): Some cards are won when you find a Gwent player, challenge 
them to a game, and beat them for the first time. You claim their card, which is 
random, Most of these Gwent players are no-name fans of the game, and almost 
always merchants, armorers, blacksmiths, herbalists, and the like, 


Found: When a player becomes “indisposed,” usually through death, you may find 
their cards left behind, 


Won (Specifically: Gwent Quest): Some cards are acquired during the Gwent Quests 
listed in this chapter. You face individuals in the different realms, one after the other, 
‘and acquire their cards when you beat them. 


Won (Specifically, Secondary Quest): There are cards to acquire during a couple of 

‘Secondary Quests too. These are listed in the adjacent table. Secondary Quest: High 

Stakes is primarily about completing a Gwent tournament, and thus detailed in this 

section of the guide. Other Secondary Quests have Gwent cards or tournaments as a 
| small part of an overriding quest, and are listed in the Secondary Quest chapter. 


There is a simple pleasure in challenging Gwent players across these lands, and 
| tearing from them, Before returning and fleecing them for a card and coins, obviously. 


NOW WH 


OFF THE CA N TO HOLD'EM 
‘You may be wondering what happens if someone who is holding a unique Gwent 
card becomes “indisposed' (usually by dying). Do your chances of gathering cards 
vanish? Not usually; any foes that die or depart an area leave their cards in the place 


‘they are usually found, or give you their cards automatically. 


For example, you may be attempting to locate Lambert, one of the Gwent players to 
challenge during Gwent Quest: Old Pals. Usually, you challenge him either at Kaer 
‘Morhien, or during Secondary Quest: Following the Thread, at the Seven Cats Inn. 


However, if you started the Gwent Quest after Main Quest: The Battle of Kaer 
‘Morhen, and didn't have an opportunity to talk to Lambert, he may have departed for 
pastures new. Fortunately, his card {s still available (in this case, in the great hall at 
Kaer Morhen, by Lambert's bed). 


PLAYING FOR {INN} KEEPS 


Locations: The Alchemy Inn (Oxenfurt), Inn at the Crossroads, 
The Kingfisher Inn (Novigrad) 
Characters: Stjepan, Innkeep, Olivier 


Stepan The Alchemy Inn Oxenfurt Nifgaandian Empire 
Innkeep_ Inn at the Crossroads (Velen: ‘Mudplough) _ Nilfgaardian Empire 
Olivier The Kingfisher Inn Novigrad) Monster 


OFF THE C PLAY MY GAME! 


DS: DON'T BE COY 


‘Sometimes you'll be chatting with a particular character in the hopes of starting a 
Gwent bout, but the conversation topic never comes up. Why? Because you either 
have to exhaust all other conversation topics first, or you've visited the character out 
of order, and there are previous characters to win cards from first. Remember this! 


AVAILABLE QUESTS 

There are a total of ten quests specifically related to Gwent, and all of them are 
freeform in nature. In addition, there are five Secondary Quests where one or 
more Gwent cards form part of the reward structure, and are usually the only 
chance of obtaining specific cards, Secondary Quest: High Stakes is detalled 
after the Gwent Quests. The other Secondary Quests are in their appropriate part 
of the Secondary Quests chapter Finally, when you visit the Duchy of Toussaint, 
there are two more Gwent quests involving the brand new Skellige Clans deck, 


NDARY QUI 


Page # 
GPO Secondary duest: Gwent: Playing innkeeps 481 
9 Secondary Quest: Gwent: Velen Players 482 
v ‘Secondary Quest: Gwent: Big City Players 483 
ay ‘Secondary Quest: Gwent: Old Pals 494 
— F secondary ues: Gwent: Playing Thaler 485 
J Secondary Quest: Gwent: Skellige Style 485 
sal Ss Secondary Quest: Gwent: Collect ‘em All 486 
. 4 
rl Secondary Quest: High Stakes 488 64 
= 5 
Gv ‘Secondary Quest: A Dangerous Game 205 od 
J Secondary Quest: A Matter of Life and Death 207 
v ‘Secondary Quest: Following the Thread 385 
uv ‘Secondary Quest: Shock Therapy a9 
LJ Secondary Quest: Gwent: Using your Loaf* 351 
J ‘Secondary Quest: 491 
Gwent: To Everything — Turn, Tum, Tournament! 
LJ Secondary Quest: Gwent: Never Fear, Skellige's Hore! 492 


Indicates an unmarked quest that does nol appear in your Quest menu) 


This quest becomes avallable when you visit Stepan te Innkeep ofthe Alchemy in, 
Oxenturt. Feel free to start this quest as early as possible, during Act | of the Main 
Quests when you are first exploring Velen. Othe thet eveebie eka 
may be “indisposed.” 


48) 
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STJEPAN: ACTION AT THE ALCHEMY INN 


In areas where there's an inn—the more populated villages and towns across 
Velen, Novigrad, and Skellige—there is sometimes an innkeep with some Gwent 


cards to sell or win. However, some Innkeeps are particularly proficient at Gwent, and have a unique card to play for. The first one to 
choose is Stjepan. Visit the second city of Oxenfurt, and locate the Alchemy Inn (toward the center of town) to challenge him. Remember 


to purchase the cards he has for sale at the earliest point (to augment your deck). 


‘Stjepan favors the Nilfgaardian Empire. Beat him, and claim the following card. Afterward, you can challenge the remaining two Innkeeps 


in either order. 


M: Gwent Card: Yennefer of Vengerberg (Neutral Card) 


INNKEEP: CROSSING PATHS AT THE CROSSROADS 


| OBJECTIVE 


Innkoop 
(Niltgaardian Empire Deck) 


Journey to war-torn Velen, and locate the Inn at the Crossroads in southern 
Mudplough territory. After talking to the Innkeep about the Baron and his men 
‘and purchasing the Gwent cards he has for sale, speak to him again and 
request a game of Gwent. When you beat his Nilfgaardian deck, you receive the 
following card: 


ITEM: Gwent Card: Menno Coehoorn ( 


{{gaardian Empire Deck) 


Location: 
Characters: 


a / 
| Main Quest: Bloody Baron. It is advisable to challenge the Baron before starting : 
‘Secondary Quest: Return to Crookback Bog (as this is when the Baron's fate is 

sealed, and he becomes “indisposed”). : 


| Start the quest by visiting the Notice Board in Crow's Perch, and read the notice 

entitled *Gwent: Looking for New Players.” This prompts you to find the Bloody Baron | 
‘and begin your first bout. Of the four available players in Velen, the Baron may 

be “indisposed.” 


(Goothsayer)* Kime | i 3 pee ‘Weavess 
‘Niltgaardian 
i hl lc MM YE hear be oo 
‘Vernon Roche, 
Haddy Widcopse __hounem No Erecin: Bringer 
of Death= 


“Beat elther the Old Sage or the Boatwright (ar both) to access Haddy 
“Beat the last of the four players and finish the quest to claim the Eredin card 


| OBJECTIVE: | 


Siepan 
(Mitgaardian Empire Deck) 


OLIVIER: THE CARDS ARE STACKED 
AT THE KINGFISHER 


| OBJECTIVE 


Head to Hierarch Square, and locate the Kingfisher 
Inn at the northeast corner of the square. Enter 

‘and speak to Olivier; make sure you purchase all 
the Gwent cards he is selling too! Then challenge 
Olivier to the final match. f you already completed 
Secondary Quest: Now or Never, Olivier may be 
indisposed. If this is the case, you cannot purchase 
any cards from him, but you can claim his unique 
card; check the back room in this Inn, Beat Olivier's 
Monster deck and you receive the final available Gwent card for this quest. 


ITEM: Gwent Card: Tibor Eggebracht (Nilfgaardian Empire Deck) 


Olivier (Monster Deck) 


| OBJECTIVE 


After reading about a local Gwent group, first on 
your “to fleece" list is the Bloody Baron himself; 
you'll find him in his main hall, in the upper 
stronghold at Crow's Perch. However, if you started 
Secondary Quest: Return to Crookback Bog, finish 
this up first, and once the Baron has met his fate, 
look for a tiny chest on a sideboard in the hall 
instead, which has notes of who is next to face. 
Whether you challenge the Baron or not, you receive 
the following card, and the ability to challenge both the Old Sage of Benek, and 
the Boatmaker of Oreton, 


ITEM: Gwent Card: Sigismund Dijkstra (Northern Realms Deck) | 


Baron Phillip Stronger 
(Northern Roalms Dack) 


OLD SAGE: THE SOOTHSAYER SUBMITS 


Journey to the eastern 
hamlet of Benek, and 
locate the Old Sage 
sitting outside his 
cottage. Bring some 
food with you in case 
the geezer requests 
some sustenance. The 
Old Sage has a quest 


ITEMS: Gwent Card: Crone: Weavess (Monster Deck] 


(Secondary Quest: The Truth is in the Stars), but it doesn't need to be completed first. Challenge him and secure the following from his Monster deck. Then you can 


challenge Haddy. 


BOATWRIGHT: DON’T BET ON THE BLACK ONES 


| OBJECTIVE 


HADDY THE CARD PRODIGY: HADDY-NUFF YET? 


| OBJECTIVE 


Boatwright 
(Witfgancdian Empire Deck) 


In southern Velen, on the northern shore of Lake Wyndamer, is a Boatwright 
who's happy to challenge you to a Gwent battle. Perhaps it's the Black Ones 
who have commandeered the village that persuaded him to pick a Nilfgaardian 
Empire deck? It matters not; claim victory and the following card. At this point, 
you can also challenge Haddy. 


ITEM: Gwent 


etho of Gulet (Nilfgaardian Empire Deck} 


To the west, in the village of Midcopse (where you 
first set eyes upon Keira Metz), there's talk of a child 
prodigy, and sure enough, you find him playing in 
the grass on the south side of the village. Challenge 
Haddy to a game of Gwent, and better him to obtain 
his unique card, You also receive an Eredin Leader 
card for completing this quest too (usually from 
Haddy, or from the Old Sage or Boatwright if you 
didn't challenge these players in the order shown), 


Maddy 
(Norther Realms Deck) 


ITEMS: Gwent Card: Vernon Roche (Northern Realms Deck), 
Gwent Card: Eredin: Bringer of Death (Monster Deck; for 
compteting quest! 


VIMME VIVALDI: DON'T BANK ON IT 


| OBJECTIVE 


6 


‘Some libelous claptrap on the Hierarch Square notice board accuses Vimme Vivaldi of being a cheat. While this isn’t the case, he is a 
tough opponent, Head over to his bank (where you can also exchange Orens for Crowns) and beat him in card combat. Only then can you 
‘add Vesemir to your deck! Retrieve the card, and then head to challenge the next opponent. 


ITEM: Gwent Card: Vesemir (Neutral Card) 


||, The bustling free city of Novigrad has a few extremely proficient Gwent players, 
|| Fee! free to speak to them about other matters, or start this quest by reading 
the notice pinned to the board in Hierarch Square (In front of the Kingfisher Inn), 
‘mentioning that Vimme Vivaldi is a cheat. 


|| itis advisable to challenge Sigismund Dijkstra once you complete Main Quest: 
| 


{ 

1 

} 

) Count Reuven’s Treasure, and definitely before Secondary Quest: Reason of State. | 
|) If not, Sigismund is indisposed, leaving you one less player to challenge and you | 
|, receive his card automaticaly, . 
i 

: 


© You can also try playing this quest as early as possible (before meeting Dijkstra): 
| The quest initially concludes after you beat Marquise Serenity, but don't despair, 

‘once you finaly find Dijsktra and complete Count Reuven's Treasure, you can pick up 
this quest again, 


Locations: Bank of Vivaldi (Hierarch Square}, Passiftora (Gildorfl, 
Bathhouse (Gitdorf}, Scoia'Tael Trader Camp (Unmarked) 

Characters: Vimme Vivaldi, Marquise Serenity, Sigismund Dijsktra, 
Scoia’Tael Trader 


Vimme Vivaldi 
(Scola Taot Dack) 


imme Vivaldi j Vesemir 

“terrch Square) Se08T2H NO cas 

Marquise Ntigaardian 

Serenny | Pesira GSO | pe iN Morvran Voorhis 

Sigismund Northern 

Dipstar —_ BAH LSION Reams (poms 
Camp outside Cirila Fiona 

; Novigrad City, len Rianno 

= northwest of Scvia'Tael | No and Francesca 
Lucian's Wind Findbair The 
inthe woods Beautiful 


*H Dijkstra is indisposed, tho Scola Tae! trader isthe sole player 
**Beat the last of the tovr players and finish the ques! to claim the Francesca Findabalr card 
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Journey to St. Gregory's Gate by the bridge to Temple Isle, but stay in Gildorf and visit the high-class brothel 
known as Passiflora. Aside from extra-curricular activities to try, and a number of cards you can purchase 
from the Marquise herself, Serenity can also be challenged for her unique card. Win, and claim the following: 


Card: Morvran Voorhis (Nilfgaardian Empire Deck) 


SIGISMUND DIJSKTRA: 
CUTTING HIM OFF AT THE KNEES 


Once Main Quest: Count Reuven's Treasure has 
been completed, and you're on good terms with 
Sigismund Dijsktra (but long betore the madness of 
Secondary Quest: Reason of State), journey to the 
Bathhouse (under the long, elevated cobblestone 
walkway south of St. Gregory's Gate). Challenge this 
portly spy to a game, and gather a special Northern 
Realms card for your troubles. Should Dijsktra 

be indisposed, this card is awarded by the next 
player automatically 


ITEM: Gwent C 


Esterad Thyssen (Northern Ri 


Saven Cats Inn, Kaer Morhen, Nowhere Inn 
Characters: Zoltan Chivay, Vernon Roche, Lambert 


I 


|| Perhaps the most difficult of the Gwent Quests involving specific individual players, 
4} finding the player in question is half the battle here! Therefore, it's worth checking at 


‘each quest objective (below) for exact times and quests to finish before each 
| bese 


Vernon Roche Partisan Camp 5th Yes Saesenthessis 
(Gustfields) 
Seven Cats Inn, 
Kaer Morhen, ; 

Lambert or Nowhere mn S0Tael Ys Tiss Merigold 
(Novigrad) 


SCOIA’TAEL TRADER: WILD WOODLAND PLAYER 


The only Big City 
player left is actually 
outside the city, in the 
woods to the west 

of Farcorners, on a 
forested hillock above 
the woodland trail 
northwest of Lucian's 
Windmill. Locate this elf 
and his band of merry 
non-humans. if you remember Geralt's past exploits, this elf was saved, and is 
suitably happy to see you. Buy anything you need, then claim your final cards 
after a triumphant Gwent bout. You receive the Trader's card (Cirilla), the card for 
finishing the quest (Francesca Findabai). 


Find Zoltan outside the 
Rosemary and Thyme, 
once the brothel is 
back in the hands of 
Dandelion, after Main 
Quest: A Poet Under 
Pressure is complete 
(you can play Gwent 
during this quest 

while you wait for 

the ambush), Don’t forget to help Zoltan during Secondary Quest: A Dangerous 
Game, especially as there are three additional cards to gather as rewards during 
this quest! Or, wait until after you finish Secondary Quest: A Deadly Plot, Locate 
Zoltan, challenge and crush him, and claim the following: 


ITEM: Gwent Card: Eithne (Scoia’Tael Deck} 


VERNO N ROCHE: LAMBERT: AN EFFUSIVE END TO AN ELUSIVE HUNT 
A PATRIOT... AND A REAL SON-OF-A-BITCH 


E OBJECTIVE 


Lambert is a slippery customer at the best of times, 


Journey east of Oxenfurt, into Gustfields Territory, and his Gwent-playing access is no different! One 

and locate the Temerian Partisan Hideout, between option is to continue until Main Quest: The Final 

quests that involve Vernon Roche, or just after the — Tal has concluded, and play him in Kaer Morhen, 

completion of Secondary Quest: A Deadly Plot. Find bs Another option is to begin Secondary Quest: 

Roche around a campfire, and challenge him to a : Following the Thread, and corner Lambert during 

bout of Gwent. If you decided nat to intervene when this quest (usually as you're walking with him to 

Dijkstra takes over after the Radovid assassination, % a location). Prior to Main Quest: The Battle of Kaer Lambert (Scola'Tae! Deck) 
Roche is killed and no longer accessible, but his Vernon Roche Morhen, you may also find Lambert at the Nowhere 

card can be found at the resistance camp. (Northern Realms Deck) Inn (Novigrad). After this quest, Lambert either departs with Kelra Metz, or dies in 


the battle; find the card in his bedroom in Kaer Morhen's Grand Hall. Or gather it 


Note that if you discovered Thaler before you defeat Roche, Thaler will join this after the Gwent bout. The quest then concludes. 


quest as well rather than having his own as detailed on the following page. 
Gather the following once you win: 


ITEM: Gwent Card: Saesenthessis (Scoia'Tael Deck} 


ITEM: Gwent Card: 


riss Merigold (Neutral Card) 


Locations: Troll Cave (Unmarked), Nowhere Inn | OBJECTIVE 
Characters: Thaler 3 


Thaler appears later on in your adventure. Whether 
— ‘or not you've challenged the other Gwent players, 
‘You must begin Secondary Quest: A Deadly Plot, and complete it for Thaler to | _ once you start Secondary Quest: A Deadly Plot, you 
become available to play. If you ignore Thaler during this quest, attempt to find him are tasked with rescuing Thaler himself. Once freed 
/ at The Nowhere Inn (Novigrad), or prior to Secondary Quest: Reason of State to | _ from the Troll Cave (located in the woods northwest 
} avoid disappointment. of Hanged Man's Tree), but before the quest 

ends, a new quest called “Gwent: Playing Thaler” : 
‘commences. Challenge this foul-mouthed spy to a Thaler (Scola’Tue! Dock) 
‘game, and claim your hard-fought prize. 


ITEM: Gwent Card: Geratt of Rivia (Neutral Card) 


GWENT 
QUESTS 


WILD ISLANDERS: UNIQUE CARDS -- 


Locations: Kaer Trolde, Kaer Trolde Harbor, Gedyneith, Kaer Muire 
Characters: Emrion, Crach an Craite, Sjusta, Gremist, “Madman” Lugos 


Crach an Crate | Kaer Tole [Monster | Yes | Draug 
Sjusta the TallorKaer rode Harbor Northern Realms No Yeevian 
"arth chaos of waning Ot alto ly wth this quest is relatively }  Gemstine | Gedynetn ae No | Mysterious Ei 
| 1. Across the wild and windswept island of Ard Skeltig, you'll find alt | “Madman” Ker Trolde or Keer : 
five ofthe Gwent players fr this quest. Begin by visting the Notice Board in Kaer ee Monster Yes hae 
TTolde Harbor; it mentions that the druid Ermion isa keen Gwent player, and happy ua Hes ak 
to give lessons. Head to him, first. | “Beat the last ofthe fve players and finish the quest to claim the Emhyr var Emrals: 
The White Flame card 


'. The only possible confusion is that “Madman” Lugos is likely to be indisposed the 
| further along your adventure you are, and three players tend to move around the island 


‘of Ard Skellig too, so check your world map and the following information carefully. It's 
wise to conclude this quest before Main Quest: The Battle of Kaer Morhen. 
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SJUSTA: TAILORING YOUR GWENT DECK 


Ermion is your first 
Challenge on the isle 
of Ard Skellig. He can 
be found in a variety of 
locations depending on 
your questing, but it's 
usually available inside 
Kaer Trolde’s great 
banquet hall, or over at 
Gedyneith. Challenge 
him to a bout, win, and claim the following card. Afterward, he makes mention of 
Crach, Sjusta, and Gremist as possible future opponents. If Crach is indisposed, 
you skip his bout. You are free to challenge Crach, Sjusta, and Gremist in any 
order you like. 


{Monster Deck) 


t Car 


CRACH AN CRAITE: TAKING A CRACK AT CRACH 


Crach an Craite can be found in Kaer Trolde keep, 
or by the harbor if you're intending on utilizing him 
during the last part of the Main Quest. f you've 
finished the Main Quest, and he's “indisposed,” 
and you receive his card automatically. Otherwise, 
pick a (card) fight with your friend, and secure the 
following card 


Crach an Craite (Monster Dock) 


ITEM: Gwent Card: Draug (Monster Deck) 


“MADMAN” LUGOS: FINAL CLASH AT CLAN DRUMMOND 


p OBJECTIVE: 


ITEMS: Gwent Card: Vampire: Katakan (Monster Deck), Gwent Card: 
Emhyr var Emreis: The White Flame (Nil{gaardian Empire Deck} 


Locations: Everywhere! 
Characters: Almost everyone! 


THIS WAY MADNESS LIES. 


} OBJECTIVE: 


| This quest begins the first time you obtain any Gwent card to add to your collection. 
A better question would be; “when does this quest end?” See below. i 
a 


Before you leave the 
settlement of Kaer 
Trolde, take a stroll past 
the Herbalist, and look 
for the tailor's shop on 
the right (east) side of 
the main thoroughfare 
before the New Port inn. 
Challenge this portly 
purveyor of fine island 
threads to a bout of Gwent, obtaining the following card 


ITEM: Gwent Card: inn (Scoia'Tael Deck} 


GREMIST: A GWENT PLAYING TEMPEST FOR THE 
CROTCHETY ALCHEMIST 


} OBJECTIVE 


The crotchety and tiresome old druid, Gremist, is 
puffing on a pipe in the general vicinity of the sacred 
ak, by a small cave and pond. He's intially reluctant 
to even talk to you, until you complete Secondary 
Quest: Practicum in Advanced Alchemy. Once this 

is over, approach him regarding a possible game of 
Gwent, and goad him into a bout. Win the following 
from him: 


Gremist 
(Nitfgaardian Empire Deck) 


ITEM: Gwent Card: Mysterious Elf (Neutral Card) 


Your final opponent on the Isle of Ard Skelig is the 
unpredictable "Madman" Lugos, Jarl of Kaer Muire. 
He's best approached before he takes a side during 
Main Quest: The Sunstone. Find him at his keep 
(Kaer Muire), or arguing with other jarts at Kaer 
Trolde. Another option is to speak to him at the end 
of Secondary Quest: The Cave of Dreams, on his 
throne at Kaer Muire. Secure victory, and you can 
claim both his card (the Vampire: Katakan), and an 
Emhyr var Emreis when the quest is complete. Is this chap going by the new 
name “Indispose” Lugos? Then search his room for the cards. 


Madman” Lugos 
ter Deck) 


This just might be the 
most difficult non- 
combative quest you'll 
ever undertake! To 
complete it, you must 
collect every single 
Gwent card with a 
unique name; a total of 
154 cards from the 223 
available. The other 69 
cards are duplicates. 


st, and picked up 
for it: Almost al! the Gwent cards are collected trom 


sellers and players 


OBJECTIVE 


‘tone | 


hobs we pale Creel 
foents tons vos ce 


ral pt Cc te 


Pals ae pr ob ace a Le } v 


Mun torn wan cre 

7) 
For example, there are three “Ghoul” cards you can obtain (above), but you only 
need one for the quest objective. However, you should gather all three (and any 
other duplicate cards) if you want a more powerful deck 


GWENT CARD COMPLETION TABLE 


The following table reveals the totals for each type of card, as well as how 
each type is collected in a general sense. For specific locations, consult the 
Complete Card Checklist (page 782). Remember! Only the unique cards are 
needed, not any duplicates. 


Method of Obtaining Card 
aw Deck oust wth se) 
Purchased from a Trader oF Vendor (all Territories excerpt Toussaint) 
‘Won trom a Gwent Ptayar (Morcha) (all Territories except Toussant) 
‘During Main Quest: Imperial Audience (trom Nobleman) (page 153) 
‘uring Secanary Ouest: A Dangers Game ge 205) 

‘During Secondary Quest: A Matter of Lite and Death (page 207) 
Curing Secondary Ouest: Flowing the Thread (page 385) 

‘During Secondary Quest: Shock Therapy (page 419) 

Dring Secon Guest High Ska ge 48) 


‘During Gwent Quest: Playing Innkeeps page 481) 


Bret et Fs eT 


= 


‘During Gwront Durst Velen Payers (page 482) 


During Gwent Quest: Big City Players (page 483) 
‘uring Givent Ouest Pas page 484) 
‘During Gwent Quest: Playing Thaler (page 485) 
Darna Gant Oust: Selige Sif iage 485) i 
‘During Hearts of Stone (won from Player) 
“During Mews of Sono picked ose card) 


Base Dock, during Blood and Wine Secondary Quest: To Everything ~ 
Tum, Turn, Tournament (page 491) 


iri Se cts ry 
tun eure peo) 


‘During Blood and Wine (picked up: oase card, Secondary Quest: 
Ti Death Do You Prt, page 472) 


TOTAL 


Be eretet & 
8-86 


16° 
{* Newtral Card: Gaunter 0'Dimm can be either purchased or won during Hearts of Stone Main 


‘Quest: Open Sesame, page 294) 


(** Monster Card: Vampire: Bruxa can be oither won in a Secondary Quest: A Matter of Lite and 
Death, OR rewarded in Blood and Wine Secondary Quest: Til! Death Do You Part) 


Some cards, such as the three “Crones” cards, have an identical first name, 
but a different second name. For example, “Crone; Brewess,” “Crone: Weave: 
and "Crone: Whispess." In this case, all three Crone cards need to be collected. 
The Leader cards have this distinction too, so you'll need all of each faction’s 
leader cards, not just one. 


MW ITS¢ 


THE CARDS*COMPLETING Y 


URGOLLECTIO! 


The Complete Card Checklist in the Appendices chapter (page 782) has a list of how 
to obtain every single card, including all duplicates (so you can figure out which 
duplicate is easiest to get). All cards found during Hearts of Stone as well as Blood 
and Wine are included, too. Good luck! 


i i 3 
F} By f 
¢ * Zz 
H if aA) 8 
POD PUL OS go pret aes ae es ee 
8 2 3B 2 " 2 anal 0 ) 87"/' 
wo f-ea oe. | a Po Ps aos oh ess 
0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 
0 o ft o | 1 0 1 Oe ee ee 
S 0 0 0 0 0 i) 0 0 xe 
fa) Oon) en | Gul iey] oe aoe, 1 
0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 
[oh ie aap ta 
0 0 2 o 0 0 0 0 0 3 
i i j 
oO a 3a Bs OC M2 PC Me fea P| 
Ce ee 5 
COR Nk bed OO Ys Se Te co 3 
i) 0 o oO 0 0 0 0 o 1 
[spor Pel ie a Tae ae ss 6 
1 0 0 0 t) 0 1 0 0 cy 
Cpe fo rer { ofa aaa 1 
ofololejoj}jo}]o 1 2 2 |] 
; | | G q { / 
CO GCI aCe Ce eC ae Pah IAL at | 
{ de Y l : 
i= 0 0 0 0 0 Lise 0 0 Fx laa | 


jae} 6 | ar | 5 | ae | 


(*** Scola tae! Card: Barclay Els can be purchased (one of two differont vendors, OR rewarded in 
Blood and Wine Secondary Quest: TU Death Do You Part) 


(°*** King Bran can be won doring the Gwent Quest: To Everything « Turn, Turn. Tournament OR 
by challenging 2 Player ducing Gwent Quest: Never Fear, Skellige's Here!) 


GWENT 
QUESTS 
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Locations: St. Gregory's Gate, Passiflora (Unmarked), 
Northern Dock Warehouse [Unmarked], Kingfisher Inn (Unmarked) 

Characters: The Sneezing Scribe, Madame Sasha (Cantarellal, 
Patrick Hazelnut, Bernard Tulle, Finneas, Count Tybalt, Tim Knott, Harald Featherbuns, 
Bramble Fruntenstroch 

Enemies: Bernard's Men 

Recommended Items: 1,000 Crowns. Above-average Gwent deck 


COUNT TYBALT’S GWENT TOURNAMENT! 


p OBJECTIVES: _ 


i This Quest begins when you locate a note on a Notice Board, such as the one in 

the upper square, close to St. Gregory's Bridge in Novigrad. You may also enter the 
) Passifiora and locate the Sneezing Scribe without reading the notice beforehand, 

eisai Aelia Aachen 

Find the Notice inviting all to the Passiflora 
(Novigrad’s fanclest of brothels), where Count 
Tybalt is proudly hosting the fanciest of Gwent 
tournaments, There are fabulous prizes, and an 
entrance fee, as well as an above-average deck. 
Head across the upper square to the tall brick 
structure (the Passiflora), and push past the 
thronging crowds to the ground level, where a 
sneezing Scribe must be talked to. Show him: 


A GWE 


To complete this quest, you must be proficient inthe finer and cunning axt of 

Gwent card playing, Please consult the chapter of the guide devoted to Gwent 

(see page 92). 

‘Need to know where every single Gwent card is located, including those from Hearts 
of Stone and Blood and Wine? Then consult the “Gwent: A Complete Card Checklist” 
section in this guide's Appendix, on page 782. 

Need to know the ins and outs of the specific Gwent quests? Consult the Gwent 
Quest section on page 481. 

* (1,000 Crowns) Your entry fee. You can't begin until you've paid it Save your progress between each bout i you can; you need to win every gam to 


Hf everything is in order, the riff-raff are expelled, and you're free to mingle with ‘Secure the four unique cards contained within this quest! 
the Gwent players and their entourages prior to the start. 


TMASTERY 


NECESSITY! 


* (Gwent Deck) Your above-average Gwent deck. It's not to be sniffed at 


ALL HANDS ON DECK: INCREASING YOUR COLLECTION RATING 


E OBJECTIVES: ; 
OBJECTIVES: _ LocATION ‘quest {TOURNAMENT VALUE) 
pas Laelia Tibor Eggebracht (6) 
J Fatal oe beige) Manno Cochoorn (6) 
What constitutes an “above-average Gwent Deck? Well, the sniveling scribe who ieee cas ives Pee eg ete Late ot ut 


dictates whether you're ready for this quest has a special system that counts 
specific cards (that you've obtained by beating certain Gwent opponents), and he | Had the GWEN |iaconss eon) |Gwent: Velen Players | Vernon Roche (6) 
assigns them a "Tournament Value.” He keeps this information to himself it is 

nevor shared with you. The oly information you receive isthe previousy-lsted | aguge Soren [Pasir ovr) OMENE ETC Viernes (6) 
Objective, which distils all of the Scribe's calculations into an overall rating from es 

1 to 5. Simply return to the Scribe with a “current collection rating” of five Sigismund Dykstra Bathhouse Wowgrad) pwn, 89 HY 
Easier said than done! : 


Scoiatael CAMP — Grant 
The Scribe's secret card values can range from 0 to 7 points, depending on the ‘Scola'Tael Trader (northwest of [eel bal eet pes 


card's abilities and power. The adjacent table lists every Gwent card the Scribe Lens Saree 
deems worthy of value, The higher, the better! To take part in this tournament, Zoltan stra ThyIMe | Gwent: Old Pals Eithne (6) 
the sum of your Tourmament Value points in your deck must be bigger than 70 


“5m 1 Temerian Partisan 
(which will update your Objective and increase your rating to “5"). It doesn’t R Camp ( ‘Gwent: Old Pals 5 ! © 


Esterad Thyssen (6) 


matter if you have a few power cards, or a load of weaker ones. Gustfields) 
Trol Cave northwest 
3 Hanged Man 
Thaler bake perches ‘nn | SWent: Playing Thaler | Goralt of Riva (7) 
} (Novigrad) ! 
"i “ Kaer Trolde or 
So What's the fastest way to reach a deck worth 70 “Tournament Value Points” or | Emon Gedyneith (rd Gwent: Skelige Style | Leshen (6) 
more? By beating the following opponents in the Gwent Quests listed previously Skelig) 
in this chapter, and in the following table! Of course, this isn't the easiest way Kaer Tole (Ard 
Craite mnt: Skelli 

to reach the total, as these Gwent players are no pushover! So if you're finding | MM AN GARE | Sti) ete eed BEY 


them too tough, look for cards listed in the "Powerful Cards to Find” table 
instead. However, as the tournament players in this quest are among the most 
proficient, you should take every opportunity to practice first 


MEET AND MINGLE: 
PRELUDE TO THE TOURNAMENT 


P OBJECTIVE: 


The following table shows the cards that have a Tournament Value associated 
with them. Find these first! But where are they? Check the Complete Card 
Checklist on page 782 to find out! 


e Table: mplete Card List WATSON THE'CARDSSHIGH STAKES PLANS 
CARD VALUE: STRENGTH TOURNAMENT VALUE 


= id 


What about Tim Knott? Or Harald Featherbuns? Or even Bramble Fruntenstroch? 
‘These are contestants too, but are faced by your main opponents in the opening 


Impenetrable Fog - 1 oie, snd you don't pla thon. 
aerate = 3 Not sure you'll win against this Halfling mushroom-picker? Then i's wise to save | 
Clear Weather - 1 oar oiooresa belore each aad tery } 
Riordain i H 1 
Cahir Mawr Dytryn aep Caellach 6 2 
Emiel Regis Rohellec Teciet 5 2 = 
Fre Beever 6 3 Did you lose any of your matches? Then Sasha comes over, asks about the deal, 
| and mi yree to it. ¥ lay shes conclu 
{a ean ap Sey $ 2 rrroecn en nero aT qos a nd ga rhe 
Plague Maiden 5 2 
Vesemir 6 2 
| Zoltan Chivay 5 2 
‘Arachas Behemoth 6 3 ft) = 
Crone: Brawass 6 3 
Crone: Weavess 6 3 
Dennis Cranmer 6 3 
Flavandtrol 6 3 
ercieie a S Madame Sasha Tim Harald Featherbuns - 
Vampire: Garkain 4 3 
Vampire: Katakan, 5 3 You meet one of the contestants; a comely woman 
Villontretenmerth 4 3 ‘named Sasha who talks to you about the rest of the 
‘Veevinn é 3 players, and their hangers-on. She tells you of Patrick 
aa tc in Hazelnut, who never goes anywhere without his 
en 7 7 three warrior women (with other talents too). There's 
weeny “ ' Berard Tulle, a Halfling farmer, There's Finneas, 
hate SME hal-ett who hates outcasts (rather odd, considering 
| Shilara Fita-eatertan cd 5 Bramble Fruntenstroch his lineage). And of course, there's Count Tybalt 
Sigismund Dijsktra 4 5 himself, who is reputed to be fabulously wealthy. Be 
| Trias Morigold 7 5 Mingle in the room, visiting Patrick, Bernard, and Finneas, and discover Sasha's a4 
Yennefer of Vengorberg 8 5 overviews are very accurate. Then the Count appears. After laying down the rules, 
Draug 10 6 and randomly assigning your first opponent (Bernard Tulle), the tournament begins! 
ithne 10 6 
Estorad Thyssen 10 6 THREE BOUTS AND A BEATING 
Imlerith 10 6 F OBJECTIVE 
Leshon 10 6 a aS 
Leth of Gulet 10 6 
‘Menno Coetoom 10 6 
Morvran Voorhis 10 6 
| Phitiopa hart 1) 6 
Saesenthessis 10 6 
| Tibor Eggebracht I 10 6 
Vernon Roche 10 6 
| Gira Fiona Elen Rano 15 7 
Geral of Rivia | 15 7 
Kayran 8 7 


Sit down and play your first match with Bernard Tulle, who is a most gracious 
loser. Should you win, you receive Bernard's unique card; this is the only 
‘opportunity to win it 


ITEM: Gwent Card: Foltest: The Steel Forged (Northern Realms Deck} 
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OBJECTIV 


‘Madame Sasha 
(Nifgaardian Empire Deck) 


Afterward, Sasha heads over for a talk. She won her round, too. She also asks if 
you're interested in hearing a proposition from her. Answer in the affirmative. Or 
don't; the next round starts anyway. 


Follow Sasha outside, where she asks whether you'd be interested in helping 
her steal the count's treasures, You also learn how she knows of you—through 
the sorceress Fringilla Vigo—as well as a different type of reward if you win 

the tournament outright. As luck would have it, you are paired with Sasha for 
your next bout, though she isn’t about to give up without a battle of cards. Head 
upstairs to her table. Win, and receive the following unique card; this is the only 
opportunity to win it 


ITEM: Gwent Card: Emhyr var Emreis: The Relentless 
(Nilfgaardian Empire Deck) 


| OBJECTIVE 


Your third bout is against the pompous ass Finneas. 
There's no time to save your progress; the bout 
commences immediately! You find his table, sit 
down, and give him another reason to hate mutants, 
Win, and receive the following unique card; this is 
the only opportunity to win it 


Assuming you win, Finneas rants about how he 
wants fo gouge out your devilish eyes. Stand up, and 
then knock Finneas about the place with your fists until he's unconscious. 


ITEM: Gwent Card: Francesca Findabair: Queen of Dol Blathanna 
(Scoia’Taet Deck} | 


FINAL BOUT: OUT FOR THE COUNT 


OBJECTIVE 


The Count congratulates you on both your victories 
Now sit down with him, and win your final bout with 
the Count! Once you claim the title of Tournament 
winner, you can take the Count's unique cards; this is 


your only opportunity to win it 


ITEM; Gwent Card: Eredin: Destroyer of jj 
Worlds (Monster Deck) 


FLEECING AT THE PASSIFLORA 


|, OBJECTIVE: 


Count Tybalt (Monster Deck) 


Whether you win or lose, to the victor goes the spoils....well, they would if they hadn't 
just been stolen! Sasha was in the same room as you, so she wasn't responsible. 


Agree to recover the coin with her. She immediately uses her verbal charms on a 
guard, which allows you upstairs to where the coin was stolen. 


Once the guard departs, use your Witcher senses to uncover the following: 
* Acorpse showing wounds struck at odd angles. 
* Something heavy, dragged onto the terrace. 


* Head onto the terrace, turn right, and inspect a crossbow bolt with a line tied 
to it. The line has been cut; probably used to lower the sack of coin to an 
accomplice below. 


OBJECTIVE 


Descend through 
the Passifiora to the 
cobblestone streets 
outside, moving to the 
fountain (northeast of 
the building) where the 
other end of the rope 
may be found. Use your 
Witcher senses to spot 
It, and the faint smell 
of cinnamon. Follow the clouds of scent to a fallen crate on the nearby street. 
Sasha notices the guild markings belong to a trading company, She tells you 
where the ship had off-loaded its shipment of spices. 


BERNARD'S BAG OF CROWNS 


OBJECTIVE 


Head to the northern side of the Docks district, and locate the last warehouse 
along the wharf. Sasha stands there, telling you there are six fellows of disrepute 
inside. With the front door locked, head around to the rear of the structure, 

and look for the loading window about the wooden scaffolding, Clamber up 

onto it, into the warehouse, and drop down inside, A few moments later, you 
catch the thieves. 


It seems your diminutive Gwent opponent was picking more than just 
mushrooms in preparation for this heist. After revealing Sasha's true role in all 
of this, Berard sets his goons on you, There's Bernard and his five men to cut 
down to a size smaller than a Halfling 


END: IT’S DEFINITELY ON THE CARDS 


Sasha wants half the loot. Accept her invitation for dinner at the Kingfisher inn, and 
Jearn her true name, Cantarella (or at least, as close as you're going to get to know). 
‘At dinner, talk soon tums to heading upstairs. You can; 


© Agree, and spend some quality time in one of the Kingfisher inn's bedrooms, 
uncovering more about Sasha. Almost all of her, in fact. 


* Disagree, and spend the night counting your cards, instead of girding your loins, 


The quest then concludes, 


Carnal Knowledge: Madame Sasha. 


ITEMS: Gwent Card: Foltest: The Steel Forged, 
Gwent Card: Emyhr var Emreis: The Relentless, 


Gwent Card: Francesca Findabair: Queen of Dol Blathanna, 
Gwent Card: Eredin: Destroyer of Worlds 


aw GWENT QUESTS4I, 


OVERVIEW 


There are three Gwent-related quests within the Duchy of Toussaint. The two main Gwent quests are covered in detail below. In addition, there is an unmarked Gwent 
quest (“Using Your Loaf*”) which is detailed during the Blood and Wine Main Quest section, on page 351 


Related Quests: Gwent Quest: Never Fear, Skellige’s Here! 

Locations: The Pheasantry Inn (Unmarked) 

Characters: Count Martin Monier, Dante d’Brado, Eric van Vrog, 
Agnetha Skold, Hamat ogn Dangbahli, His Excellency the 
Ambassador of the Empire of Nitfgaard Master von Hin, Gromm, 
Argoin, Yaki Rafiberg, Herald Slama, Gwent Purists 

Enemies: Argoin, Gromm, Yaki Rafiberg 

Required Items: A Skellige Clans Deck (mid-quest) 


SKELLIGE CLANS INVADE THE GAME OF GWENT 


| OBJECTIVES: 


|| this Quest is accessible during Blood and Wine Main Quest: The Beast of Toussaint, 
| or at any time afterward. The quest can begin in one of three ways: 


| You can read a note pinned to a Notice Board, such as the one at the Gran’place 
| (@eauclair, that reads "The Great Beauclair Gwent Tournament,” which beckons 
interested players to register at the Pheasantry, and mentions a new Gwent faction 
developed by the organizer, Count Martin Monnier. 


J) Aternatvely, it can also be started by reading any of the Gwent Tournament Posters, 
| which are hanging on various spots in the city. Or, you can start the quest by winning, 


| a Skellige Card from any of the Gwent playing Merchants in Toussaint, 


Visit The Pheasantry, 
head into this drinking 
establishment, and exit 
via the doors to the 
west, flanked by two of 
Count Monnier's guards, 
This leads to an exterior 
roof veranda offering 
spectacular views of the 
palace and lake, and 
steps down to the lakefront thoroughfares (another way to reach the Count) After 
Monnier is finished speaking to Dante d’Brado (some toff of no importance to 
you), sit down to chat with the Count. He explains the tournament is to be more 
than a mere diversion; he wishes to spread word of his dearly-departed brother's 
brainchild: a new Gwent faction called Skellige (or Skellige Clans). 


You should ask him more about the faction, and where he got the idea from, 

and then agree to take part in the tournament. You are accepted, but on one 
Condition; you must play using the Skellige Clans deck! After you understand 
each other, Monnier points to a fancy trophy (that would look great on your Corvo 
Bianco mantle), and hands over a basic Gwent deck. It seems Monnier's brother 
gave away or lost the best cards! 


ITEM: Skeltige Clans Deck (Base) 


The new objective, to win interesting cards from players in Toussaint, is your next 
plan, up to a deck value of 24. Additionally, if you do not have the quest yet, you will 
get the Gwent Quest: Never Fear, Skellige’s Here!, which will ask you to gather all 
remaining 19 cards from the Skellige Deck (see page 492). Once you have a deck 
worthy to play in the tournament, your objective updates again, 


DON’T SWEAT THE SHORTSTUFFS 


L OBJEC 


Once you have a Skellige Deck King Bran himself would be chuffed to play 
with, return to The Pheasantry, and weave your way through the commotion at 
the main door (the only way into the inn). A group of Gwent purists lead by four 
dwarves are loudly protesting outside. Leave them to their seething rage, and 
speak to Count Monnier's Guard. Present your deck and he lets you in, 


Inside the inn, Count Monier asks how you've found the Skellige Clans deck; 
answer as you wish, before he begins the introductions regarding the finest 
Gwent players from the farthest comers of the globe. These include an Ofier! 
merchant, a lass from Skellige itself, and a Nil{gaardian Ambassador who'll be 
facing the winner in 

a semi-final. Before 
you begin, you can 
optionally ask what 
factions the others 
will play, and what the 
protestors are wanting, 
Then request that the 
tournament begins. 


TWO BOUTS AND ANOTHER BEATING 


Agnetha Skold 
(Scola'tae! Deck) 


GWENT 
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om 


Namal oga Dangbahli 
(Monster Deck) 


The tournament begins! In round one, Agnetha Skold faces Eric von Vrog, while 
you pit your wits against Hamal the Ofieri merchant. Hamal has a side wager 
he'd like you to think about; he's taken with the silver sword you have slung on 
your back. If you win, he'll give you a steel sword that is equally as precious, but 
if you lose. ..he gets your sword! You can: 


4 Refuse this crazy plan; you don’t want to lose that sword! The Gwent bout 
continues as would a regular match. If you win, you progress to the next round. If 
you lose, you play no more matches, but this quest stil! continues (and the trophy 
won't be yours), 


4 Agree to this. The Gwent bout continues, and afterward, you must surrender your 
silver sword if you lose, However, if you win, receive one of the merchant's prized 
swords, Blave! 


ITEM: Steet Sword: Blave 


Ud 


SWORD STORING FOR FUNAND € 


‘Are you concerned about losing a prized silver sword? Then simply swap it with any 


ld silver sword you're carrying (or storing) before you head to The Pheasantry to 
begin the competition. That way, Hamal doesn’t get anything irreplaceable, Or you 
_ ould reload your game. 


an 
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With the first bout out of the way, it seems Eric 

van Vrog and Agnetha Skold haven't had quite the 
civilized bout that you and Hamal enjoyed. Agnetha 
‘accuses Eric of cheating, but doesn’t win any 
diplomatic awards with her tone. Both are ejected 
from the tournament (and you don't ever play either 
of them). The tournament continues. 


his Exceltency the 


+ Ifyou won against Hamal, you face Master von Amb 
inn in the semi-final. Beat him, and you're one M 
step closer to that trophy! Lose, and it remains out (Will 
‘of your grasp, but the quest continues. 


‘If you lost against Hamal, he faces Master von Hinn in the semi-final, 


“DEATH TAE ANY AND ALL NEW FACTIONS!” 


Once the semi-final 
Match is completed, 
there's a slight disruption 
to the competition, as 
the Gwent protestors 
have managed to 

break through the 
‘Count's guards, and are 
yelling relatively tame 
‘obscenities (for dwarves) 
from the opposite end of the veranda. You can answer their demands to stop using 
the Skellige Clans deck in any way you wish. It seems the dwarves think Gwent 

is an ancient pastime with rules set ages ago; there should be four (and only four) 
factions. It's tradition! In fact, the leader of the dwarves feels so strongly about these 
‘convictions he's ready to “break heids” in defense of it. In fact, he's about to prove it! 


A bout of fisticuffs then breaks out, with you up against three dwarves, each with 
mucky mouths and fast fists. Pummel them and keep moving in this relatively 
Confined area. Whether you beat them into submission or not, the conversation 
Continues, and takes a less violent turn when you mention Zoltan Chivay. They 
know all about that rascal, and ask how he Is. Answer as you wish. When 

alcohol is introduced into the conversation, the Gwent purists soften their tone 

@ bit, and Yaki Rafiberg declares himself a participant in the tournament; he'll 
play the victor, if only to see whether this Skellige faction’s worth—to use his 
vernacular—a “flamin’ bag 0’ shite,” or not. 


A GWENT MASTER AND A GRAND PRIZE 


Before the party-crashers get their chance to 

play a round of Gwent, you must face off against 
‘Count Monnier (if you beat Master von Hinn in the 
semi-final). This is a dream come true for him; 
two finalists using his brother's deck! Win, and the 
trophy is yours! Lose, and the trophy isn't yours. 
Either way, the Count is most pleased that this has 
become a legitimate Gwent faction, 


Yaki Ratiborg (Gwent Purist, 
Scola tao! Deck) 


Or as Yaki Rafiberg would describe it; “a bundle 

of pish!” He saunters in, and sits down at the table to challenge the victor. This 
doesn't affect your trophy rights, but if you've beaten Monnier in the final, you 
have a sit down and can school the dwarf at his own game, Win, and the dwarf 
accepts the Skellige Clans is a great addition to the game. Lose, and it takes 
Count Monier to convince him of this, The quest concludes with a toast to 

the premiere of the new faction. Answer the Count as you wish, claim a small 
reward, and a large trophy. 


if you won against all the opponents (including the dwarf) and you do not 
have the second leader card for the Skellige Deck yet, Count Monnier will gift 
it to you. if you won against everybody but already have it, he will double the 
prize (1000 crowns), 


ITEMS: Crowns (500), The Victor's Cup j 


Related Quests: Gwent Quest: To Everything ~ Turn, Turn, Tournament! 


GATHERING OF THE CARD CLAN 


f OBJECTIVE 


This quest automatically starts after you meet Count Monnier on the veranda 
‘adjoining The Pheasantry Inn, by the lake in Beauclair, and agree to build a 
‘strong Skellige Clans deck. As the Count's brother gave away or lost many of the 
key cards, you must face local Gwent competitors and win the missing cards to 
bolster your deck, and gain tournament practice to boot. After agreeing to this, 
the main Gwent Quest: To Everything — Turn, Turn, Tournament! updates, and this 
quest begins. 


| 


This Quest is accessible during Secondary Gwent Quest: To Everything ~ Turn, Turn, 
‘Tournament. However, you can challenge the 19 Gwent players that offer Skellige 
+ cards at any time during your adventures in Toussaint, and each win counts toward) 
* the total cards you need and wil start the quest, even if you do not have the Gwent 


WY INTERESTING CAR RESTING PEOPLE 


There is another objective, "Win interesting cards from players in Toussaint (card value 
‘must be at least 24)," that is also now active, as part of Gwent Quest: To Everything — 

‘Turn, Tun, Tournament! This simply allows you to track how many cards you need to 

collect to have a “minimum deck” that is allowed in the Tournament. 


However, a “minimum” deck isn't likely to win the tournament, so it is recommended 
you collact the full complement of 19 additional cards to bolster your deck fully 

A {ull Skellige Clans Deck consists of 43 cards: 24 from the Base Deck that Count 
‘Monnier gives you, and 19 you win during this quest. 


Mt isn’t necessary to play as the Skellige Clans faction when acquiring the 19 
additional cards to add to the 24 cards in your Base Deck, but it is worth practicing 
to ensure you have a complete knowledge of how all the Skellige Clans cards work 
(with their specific and group abilities). To this end, you should: 


Consult the Gwent Training chapter of this guide, starting on page 92, which 
details all necessary tactics when using the Skellige Clans Deck. 


Visit Corvo Bianco Vineyard (which you own), speak to your Majordomo 
Barnabas-Basil Foulty, and ask if he'd like a Gwent game. You can choose any 
deck, at three different strengths, to play against; this can really sharpen your 
Gwent skills before the tournament! 


The 19 cards you must win can be collected in any order; the list below shows 
the optimal path for the least amount of back-and-forth maneuvering. Also listed 
{s the location of each player, and the “Gwent Deck” they use when playing you. 
Remember you can bet to win each bout as you go, meaning this quest can allow 
you to win a sizeable amount of crowns (up to 100 crowns per match). 


Once all 19 cards have been won, this quest concludes, 


Despite the name, you don't need to actually visit the Isles of Skellige to accrue 
‘and bolster this deck! 


SKELLIGE CARD HOLDERS: 
CASTEL RAVELLO VINEYARD 


Asingle Gwent player is known to carry a card you need; find her in the peasant 


quarters behind the main mansion, in the Sansretour Valley. 


#1: HERBALIST AT THE HERB STORE 
(CASTEL RAVELLO VINEYARD) 


Location: Herb Store (Unmarked) 
Nearest Signpost: Castel Ravello Vineyard 


Gwent Deck: Nilfgaardian Empire 
Card Awarded: Clan Brokvar Archer 


Merbalist 


SKELLIGE CARD HOLDERS: 
TOURNEY GROUNDS 


There are four Gwent players carrying cards you crave. All are at the Tourney 
Grounds along the southern edge of Sansretour Valley, 


#2: BARBER AT BARBER'S TENT 


Location: Barber's Tent 

Nearest Signpost: Tourney Grounds 
Gwent Deck: Skeltige Clans 

Card Awarded: Skellige Storm 


#3: INNKEEP AT THE TOURNEY TAVERN 


Location: Tourney Tavern (Unmarked) 
Nearest Signpost: Tourney Grounds 


Inakeop 
#4: BLACKSMITH AT BLACKSMITH’S FORGE 


Location: Blacksmith’s Forge 
Nearest Signpost: Tourney Grounds 
Gwent Deck: Skellige Clans 

Card Awarded: Young Berserker 


#5: ARMORER AT ARMORER’S TENT 


Location: Armorer’s Tent 

Nearest Signpost: Tourney Grounds, 
Gwent Deck: Nitfgaardian Empire 
Card Awarded: Skeltige Storm 


i. 


Armorer 


SKELLIGE CARD HOLDERS: 
THE COCKATRICE INN 


Challenge the Innkeep at the Inn that resides on a bridge between Sansretour 
Valley and Sansretour Marsh Territories. 
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#6: INNKEEP AT THE COCKATRICE INN 


Location: The Cockatrice Inn 

Nearest Signpost: The Cockatrice Inn 

Gwent Deck: Skeltige Clans 

Card Awarded: Clan Drummond Shield Maiden 


Inakvop 


SKELLIGE CARD HOLDERS: FLOVIVE 


The following Gwent player holds a card in the village of Flovive, in the southern 
parts of Sansretour Marsh Territory. 


Location: The Barrel and Bung Inn (Unmarked) 
Nearest Signpost: Flovive 

Gwent Deck: Northern Realms 

Card Awarded: Cerys 


#7: INNKEEP AT THE BARREL AND BUNG INN 
— & 


2 


/ 


= 
_ 


Innkeep 
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SKELLIGE CARD HOLDERS: #11: PIERRE THE TAILOR AT THE TAILOR WORKSHOP 
BEAUCLAIR (ALL DISTRICTS) 


The following ten Gwent players are all within the territory of Beauclair, 
in central Toussaint. 


#8: INNKEEP AT THE PHEASANTRY 


Location: The Pheasantry (Unmarked) 
Nearest Signpost: Nilfgaardian Embassy 


Gwent Deck: Monster 
Card Awarded: Draig Bon-Dhu 


Location: Tailor’s Workshop 
Nearest Signpost: The Gran’ place 
Gwent Deck: Nil{gaardian Empire 
Card Awarded: Young Berserker 


Location: The Adder and Jewels Winery 
(Unmarked) 

Nearest Signpost: The Gran'place 

Gwent Deck: Skeltige Clans 

Card Awarded: Olaf 


Innkeep 


#13: ARMORER AT BEAUCLAIR ARMORY 


Location: Perfumery (Unmarked) 
Nearest Signpost: Nilfgaardian Embassy 


Gwent Deck: Skellige Clans 
Card Awarded: Light Longship 


#10: CAMERLENGO AT THE DUCAL CAMERLENGO 


Nearest Signpost: Nilfgaardian Embassy 
Gwent Deck: Northern Realms 
Card Awarded: Kambi 


#14: MERCHANT AT DUPONT & SONS EMPORIUM OF 

Location: The Ducat Camertengo (Unmarked) DIVERSE MERCHANDISE 

Nearest Signpost: The Gran’place 

Location: Dupont & Sons Emporium of 
Diverse Merchandise (Unmarked) 

Nearest Signpost: Metinna Gate 


Gwent Deck: Nilfgaardian Empire 
Card Awarded: King Bran* 


“This is either awarded when you beat this player. or 
Turn, Torn, Tournament!) 


It during Gwent Ques! 


ita Gwent Deck: Monster 
Card Awarded: Clan Dimun Pirate 


Merchant 
#15: HERBALIST AT THE HERB STORE (BEAUCLAIR) 


Location: Herb Store 
Nearest Signpost: Metinna Gate 
Gwent Deck: Sketlige Clans 


Card Awarded: Mardroeme 


Herbalist 


#16: BUTCHER AT BUTCHER'S SHOP 


Location: Butcher's Shop 
Nearest Signpost: Beauclair Port 
Gwent Deck: Skellige Clans 


Card Awarded: Skellige Storm 


#17: MADAME AT THE BELLES OF BEAUCLAIR 


Location: The Belles of Beauclair ~ House of Pleasure (Unmarked) 
Nearest Signpost: Beauclair Port 

Gwent Deck: Scoia’taet 

Card Awarded: Mardroeme 


Madame 


SKELLIGE CARD HOLDERS: FRANCOLLARTS 


Both the following Gwent players hail rom the village of Francollarts, in 
Caroberta Woods Territory (southeast Toussaint) 


#18: ARMORER AT THE ARMORER’S WORKSHOP 


Location: Armorer’s Workshop (Unmarked) 
Nearest Signpost: Francollarts 

Gwent Deck: Northern Realms 

Card Awarded: Clan Drummond Shield Maiden 


f 


Armorar 


#19: INNKEEP AT THE SCARLET CARDINAL INN 


Location: The Scartet Cardinal Inn 
Nearest Signpost: Francollarts 


Gwent Deck: Nilfgaardian Empire 
Card Awarded: Ermion 


Innkeep 


Leader Card | King Bran Gran’place, Beauclain, OR awarded during Gwent 
__| test: To Everything — Tum, Turn, Tournament! 
Leader Card Crach an Craite | In base deck, given by Count Monnier. 
Unit Card Hialmar in base deck, given by Count Monnier 
Unit Card Cerys Innkeep at The Barrel and Bung Inn (Flovive) 
Unt Card [sion innkeep at The Scaret Cardinal nn (Francollarts) 
Innkeep at The Pheasantry 
iieh ol Praig Bon-Onv | iigaardian Embassy. Beauctar) 
Unit Card Holger Blackhand In base deck, given by Count Monnier. 
Unit Card Madman Lugos | in base deck, given by Count Monnier. 
Unit Card Donar an Hindar_| in base deck, given by Count Monn 
Unit Gard Udallyk In base deck, given by Count Monnier. 
UnttCaré | Bia Bran In base deck, given by Count Monnie. 
Unit Card Blueboy Lugos _ | In base deck, given by Count Monier 
Unit Card Svanrige [tase deck, avon By Count Monnior 
Innkeep at The Adder and Jewels Winery 
Unit Cara lat (Tie oa Odie) 
Unit Card Berserker | Inbase deck, given by Count Monn, 
Unit Card ade SerKer base deck, given by Count Monnier. 
mul ‘Young Berserker | Blacksmith af Blacksmin’s Forge 
203) (Tourney Grounds) 
Unit Card ‘Young Berserker | Pierre the Tailor at the Tailor Workshop 
Got) (The Gran'pace, Boauctai 
‘Clan an Crate 
Unit Card hats | ase deck oven by Count omni 
- Clan an Crate 
Unit Card (20 3) In base deck, given by Count Monnier. 
Clan an Crate 
Unit Card sary _| i_base deck, gven by Count Moni 
‘Clan Tordarroch 
Unit Card vn base deck, oven by Count Mone 
Unit Card Gantevmaey | inbase deck, ge by Count Monier. 
Unit Card Heng? | base deck, ven by Count Moni 
ikowe ght Longship | Herbalist at the Perfumery 
= (ot) (ttgaardian Embassy, Beavcla) 
Unit Card ae Pag Inbase deck, ven by Count Monnier 
Unit cara War aS Tanck, en Count Mm. 
Unit Card bite SHIP 2 In base deck, given by Count Manner 
Unit Card Wine"? | ick at eTown Tven Toy Grounds) 
Clan Brokvar 
Unit Card ‘Archer (1 of 3) In base deck, given by Count Monnier, 
‘Clan Brokvar 
Unit Cara vi)_| Ise dock, oven by Count Monier 
Unit Card Clan Brokvar Herbalist at the Herb Store 
Archer (3 of 3) __| (Casto! Ravello Vineyard) 
Clan Drummond 
Unit Card Shield Maiden | In base deck, givn by Gount Mannie 
_| or) 
‘tan Drummond 
Unit Card Shield Maiden | Jnnkeep atthe Cockatrice Inn 
@ot3) 
Clan Drummond 
Unit Cad Shield Maiden | Armorer at the Armorer's Workshop (Franca) 
Bat 
‘Merchant at Dupont & Sons Emporium of Diverse 
oc Clan Dimun Pirate} byorchandise (Metinna Gate, Beauclair) 
‘Armorer at Beauca Armory 
Unit Card Rooster 
ib (Wigaardian Embassy Beauctat) 
Special Card raat re | in ase deck, given by Count Monnie. 
Mardroeme | Herbalist at the Herb Store 
Speci Cord | oor} (Metinna Gate, Beauetain, 
Special cara | Matioeme | Madame atthe Bells of Beauclr 
ae Got3) (Beauciair Port, Beauclai) 
Special Card 7 Pe} Storm | arber at Barber's Tent (Tourney Grounds) 
Special Card Bary Storm | armorer at Armorers Tent (Tourney Grounds) 
‘SKallige Storm — | Butcher at Butchers Shop 
SrA eae (Beauctar Port, Beauciai) 
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OVERVIEW: FISTICUFFS AND EQUINE PRACTICE THE HEROES’ PUI QUESTS 


In addition to saving the Northern Realms from the threat of the Wild Hunt, there FISTFI 
are additional activities you can try, and two types of pastime are fistfighting PAGE NUMBER 
‘and horse racing. The former allows you to hone your unarmed fighting skills, Fists of Fury: Velen 496 
and should be undertaken after reading up on the Training section dedicated to. —_Fists of Fury: Novigrad aur 
this activity. The latter enables you to equip Roach with additional saddlebags, Fists of Fury: Skellige 498 
saddles, and blinders that help you store more equipment, increase Roach's Fists of Fury: Champion of Champions: bo] 
Stamina, and reduce Roach’s panic level respectively. All are well worth {WD Fists of Fury: Toussaint 499 
attempting; the horse races should be located as soon as possible. Both are a ‘WO Fists of Fury: Raging Wolf 500 
good way to make a little coin, too. 

QUEST NAME PAGE NUMBER 
AVAILABLE QUESTS: FISTS OF FURY Races: Crow's Perch 500 
‘There are a total of 17 Fistfights to attempt (six quests): There are four in Velen, Races: The Great Erasmus Vegelbud Memorial Derby 501 
four in Novigrad City, four in Skellige, with a final Champion bout in Skellige once | EEF Races: Swift as the Western Winds 503 
all of the original 12 fistfights are completed. in addition, there are three fistfights |The Heroes’ Pursuits: Fayrlund 502 
{n Toussaint (Beauciair City), and a final Champion bout once all three Beauclair |The Heroes’ Pursuits: Fyresdal 502 
fistfights are completed. The Heroes’ Pursuits: Kaer Trolde 502 

The Heroes’ Pursuits: For the Goddess’ Glory! 503 


AVAILABLE QUESTS: HORSE RACES 
There are a total of seven horse racing quests (not including the horse-racing 


obstacle course you must complete during Blood and Wine Secondary Quest: The Warble of a Smitten Knight on page 443), There are three races in Crow's Perch 
(one quest), four races in Velen (one quest), and four races across Skellige (four quests), In addition, there is a Hearts of Stone Race in Gustfields (one quest). They are 
presented as follows: 


These bouts are accessible during your exploration of Velen (No Man's Land), 
This quest usually starts after you visit a Notice Board that mentions a fistfight, 
Throughout your travels, you may encounter a throng of fr you return to inn at the Crossroads and stumble upon the fight “s 
excitable townsfolk baying for one of two pummeling pugilists. 

These are (unsanctioned) fistfights, and there are 13 to 3 
yt net noged sue eam, RISTFIGHT 4: SMITHY, OF THE INN 
each with varying degrees of difficulty. Al are optional, but you must defeat the 

first three opponents in each land mass before the fourth can be faced. Should 


RECOMMENDED BET AND ODDS 


you defeat all 12, a thirteenth and final bout is offered. 


In most cases, simply find the bookie (or fightmaster in some parts of Skellige) 
Who oversees the fight, and speak to him, He'll ask how much you want to bet 
on yourself. Choose an amount, before you're introduced to your rival, Then, 
better him in a one-on-one fistfight. No weapons are allowed. 


| It's incredibly helpful to read up on the tactics to use for fistfights that are detailed 
| in the Training chapter of this guide. Be sure to tamiliarize yourself with the correct 


|e an ig ay pls ou ca ka an ae cuning pla bre team 


attempting any of the following bouts of fisticuts. 
aL: x FISTFIGHT 2: JONAH OF BLACKBOUGH 


ED BET AND ODDS: 


Visit the Inn at the Crossroads for your first bout 
in Velen, Your battle is with the local smithy. He's 
‘a pushover (though fists are better than shoving), 
Afterwards, the bookie mentions Jonah from 
Blackbough, and Fishgulper from Lindenvale— 
defeat them to claim the title as champion of Velen, 


SPOILER ALERT X 


ELEN | 


| RECOMMEND 


Travel to the ground outside the tavern in 
Blackbough, and speak to the bookie, who mentions 
his man Jonas likes to bite. Quiz him about this if 
you wish, then face off with that fellow who winked 
at you, After some parrying and pummeling, this 
gent provides little trouble. 


FISTFIGHT 3: FISHGULPER OF LINDENVALE 


| RECOMMENDED BET AND ODDS: _ 


Speak to the bookie along the main thoroughfare 
of Lindenvale, near the Notice Board, and sign up 
to fight Fishgulper. Stan speaks earnestly before 
the fight, urging you to throw the bout so you lose, 
and he can remain claim a sack of flour as a prize 
in this downtrodden hole. Agree (you can try again 
afterwards) or dismiss his plea. Fight and finish him 
if you wish to progress. 


ITEM: Up to 140 Crowns 


FISTFIGHT 4: THE SERGEANT OF 
CROW’S PERCH 


COMMENDED BET AND 


‘Stan “Fishgulper 


The current champion of Velen is the sergeant over 
at Crow's Perch. Gallop there once the first three 
adversaries are pummelied. Journey up into the 
upper courtyard close to the stables, where a small 
crowd has gathered. The bookie or the bruiser called 
the sergeant can be chatted to, and the bout started. 
With some well-timed counters and retaliation, you 


Sergeant can reduce this ugly thug to a heap in the grass, and 
collect your winnings. Congratulations! You are the 
Champion of Velen! 
ITEM: Up to 160 Crowns 


Ai 


Posy. 


Locations: Golden Sturgeon (Novigrad), Portside Gate, Southern Gate, 
Glory Gate, Farcorners 

Characters: Bookles, Master Claytop, Georgius “Piledriver” Georg, Patty 
Gruber, Archibald O'Neill, Captain “Iron” Mortimer, Durden the Tailor 


OBJECTIVES: 


inned to a Notice Board in this city. 


ese bouts are accessible during your exploration of Novigrad, and its northern 
surroundings, You usually gain knowledge about the first three bouts by reading a 
] 
Ce ma 


FISTFIGHT 1: GEORGIUS GEORG OF THE 
GOLDEN STURGEON 


Just north of the east- 
west canal, along the 
dockside of west Novigrad, 
is the Golden Sturgeon 
tavem. Inside, a likely lad 
named Georg is waiting 
to pulverize you. Master 
Claytop greets you. Accept 
‘the challenge from him, 
bet on yourself, and after 
‘the announcement, Claytop 
‘murmurs something 
about “engaging in an 
enterprize,” Or throwing 
the fight. You can agree, or 
refuse (or agree and then 
win) I's a good idea to go 
with the subterfuge, since you can simply challenge Georg again and win, afterwards, and 
bank two purses. Just don't bet on yourself to win the first time! 


ITEM: Up to 160 Crowns, double if 


FISTFIGHT 2: ARCHIBALD O'NEILL OF THE 
PORTSIDE GATE 


| RECOMMENDED BET AND ODDS 


heating’ 


ge 
#28 
<EE 

Journey to the filthy 3 

alleys and push past 

the fisstech addicts, just 

inside the Portside Gate, 

and locate the dingy 

fighting corner where 

Patty Gruber the bookie 


‘Archibald O'Neill awaits. Face off against 
Archibald, who is a little 
tougher than the previous folks you've faced. Counters and pummelling is the 


plan, after which you're urged to face the captain of the guard. 


ITEM: Up to 100 Crowns 


FISTFIGHT 3: IRON MORTIMER OF THE 
SOUTHERN GATE 


| RECOMMENDED BET ANI 


Through the brick arches and among the overgrown 
alleyways inside the Southern Gate, lies a fighting 
courtyard of mud. There is a bookie here that is 
happy to take your money, and put you up against 
the mighty Mortimer. He's a tough, sinewy chap with 
a constitution to match his name, so more counters 
than usual are necessary, Timing and patience are 
required. Once you land a successful counter, make 
‘sure to follow one or two quick jabs with a heavy 
punch before withdrawing before he can regain his composure. Afterwards, you 
feceive the honor to fight Novigrad’s champion, 


ITEM: Up to 190 Crowns 
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FISTFIGHT 4: DURDEN THE TAILOR OF 
FARCORNERS 


= = Travel out of Glory Gate, and into the settlement of 
Farcorners, once sunset begins (or later), in order 

to find the fighting den in these parts. Durden tries 

some psychology on you before the fight. React 

Of ignore him as you wish. Then, start the lengthy 

process of whittling the elf's health down to naught. 

The elf is fast, so stay on your guard, block and use 

counters wisely but do not get caught up in too many 

chain attacks as he will be able to give you the slip. 

Congratulations! You are the Champion of Novigrad! 


Durden the Tailor 


A: Up to 240 Crowns 


Locations: New Port Inn, Kaer Trolde Harbor (Ard Skellig), Ringvold 
{Faroe}, Arinbjorn (Ard Skeltig), Urialta Arena (An Skeltig) on 
Characters: Valgard, Eryka, Einar, Grim, Olaf 


| OBJECTIVES 


These bouts are accessible during your exploration of the Isles of Skellige. 


You usually gain knowledge about the first three bouts by reading a note pinned 
i lotice Board, or by stumbling into the fist fightin KaerTrolde Harbor. : 
$d 


FISTFIGHT 1: VALGARD OF KAER TROLDE 


NDED BET AND ODDS: 


Visit the New Port 

Inn, along the shore 

north of Kaer Trolde 

Harbor, below the 

looming keep. Speak 

“ a with the fightmaster, 

. and then Valgard. He 

Valgard Exyka hopes you might throw 
the fight in order to 

make him seem more of a man to his ladytriend Eryka. You can agree, or refuse. 

Choose the latter, and Eryka looks disgusted and leaves Valgard after you pummel 

him to a defeat. Choose the former, and stop fighting so you lose, and Eryka will 

be impressed by Valgard's victory. 


‘Someone's getting lucky tonight (you can always retry the bout afterwards). 
He will block a lot and it is very hard to spam him with fast attacks, as he will 
Counter very often. He will stay in guard if assaulted, It is best to counter his 
attacks and retaliate after a successful one. His heavy attacks deal a lot of 
damage, so avoid them at all costs. Then the fightmaster reveals two more 
worthy opponents to best. 


ITEM: Up to 140 Crowns, Gnomish Silver Sword Diagram 


FISTFIGHT 2: EINAR OF RINGVOLD 


E RECOMMENDE D BET AND ODDs: 


Journey to the isle of Faroe, southeast of Ard Skellig, 
and visit the hamlet of Ringvold. The swarthy folks 
here are ready to fight at a moment's notice. Top of 
the heap is the tattooed nightmare known as Einar. 
Madman Lugos' bastard, and he takes after his dad. 
He's quite tough. Einar will attempt to dodge most of 
the attacks and he is very dangerous and relentless 
up close. He will combo attacks if the player is in 
melee range and can deprive Geralt of all Stamina 

if he decides to block too many attacks. It is best to stay far away from him and 
try to attack when his guard isn’t up. Countering can work well, too but beware if 
you mistime one Claim your reward afore ye go. 


ITEM: Up to 140 Crowns, Heavy Armor Diagram 


FISTFIGHT 3: GRIM OF ARINBJORN 


| RECOMMENDED BET AND ODDS. : 


On the windswept, southwest heath, close to 
Avinbjorn in northwestern Ard Skellig, there are a 
‘group of islanders waiting for a challenger like you 
to better their man-mountain, Grim. This lumberjack 
is more of a defensive oriented fighter. itis unwise 
to try and mash him. He will stay in guard when he 
is being hit. He excels in using heavy attacks after 
you open up his guard. He will not dodge , only 
block. He can be aggressive if you get too close, You 
can exploit the timing in Grim's heavy attacks to get a fast attack in, before the 
heavy hit lands. Countering opens Grim up to retaliation as well 


ITEM: Up to 140 Crowns | 


FISTFIGHT 4: OLAF THE HAIRY OF AN SKELLIG 


E REC ‘OMMENDED BET AND ODDS: 


For your penultimate bout, sail to the small island 
of An Skellig. Contiune to the northeast of the main 
land mass of Ard Skellig. Locate the circular arena to 
the east of the main settlement of Urialla Harbor, and 
stay atop the watching perimeter, until you find the 
bookie. You can listen to the history of the tradition 
regarding fights here, before descending into the 
ovat arena via the main doors. Where a glant bear pads 
ut to maul you! Olaf's 
paws are terribly 
vicious, so additional 
dodging is necessary, 
and quick darts in and 
out while patiently 
waiting for an opening 
is the order here. 

Attack from the sides or 
behind, especially when 
he roars. When Olaf finally falls, speak to the bookie. Congratulations! You are 
Champion of Skellige! 


ITEM: Up to 180 Crowns, Gwestog 


ENEEEISS@A FISTFIGHT 1: MANCOMB 
(NILFGAARDIAN EMBASSY) 


Location: Hov (Spikeroog) 
Characters: Errant Troll 


Head to the lakeside promenade area just south of the Nilfgaardian Embassy, 
and look for the square by the lake where the whooping and hollering is coming 
from, Speak to the bookie, who considers Mancomb's intellect as vicious as his 
strength, You can ask about the odd name, and engage in some verbal sparring, 
: but keep away from punching Mancomb if you manage to win the duel of wits 
ie Aebomcaa Rarer you! Labi angs inate rales iy ia can avoid a physical fight with Mancomb altogether, fail and he is ready to 
Gaiacsnd be enh sage ee sa a, j It out with you, The key to winning through word play here is to choose 
enamine § § ‘esponses which rhyme. 


FISTFIGHT: THE ERRANT TROLL Remember you can always retry the bout afterward; Mancomb usually 
OF SPIKEROOG comes out swinging with both left and right punches that are easily blocked 
or countered, and it’s usually a good idea to try the latter, before launching a 
couple of strikes of your own. Countering is the best tactic here. Then the bookie 
|, RECOMMENDED BET AND ODDS mentions the remaining foes you must beat. 


ITEM: Up to 200 Crowns 


FISTFIGHT 2: STILL WATERS 
(EAST BEAUCLAIR) 


Your ultimate battle of fists and feet occurs on the 
small island of Spikeroog. Visit the easter tip of 

the isle, to the settlement of Hov, and speak to the 
bookie standing by the carved totem by the arena 


entrance. You may be on edge after facing down a AND ODDS: ve 
bear without sharp weapons, but this time you're 95 
in fora much more difficult challenge—chiseling 2 

<= 


away at a rock troll with only your hands and feet! A Errant roi 

crowd assembles, hoping you've spent your Attribute 

Points properly. Dodge any swiping, double-pounds, and charges, and you should 
tum this creature to pebbles. Luckily, you find out towards the end that the troll 
has a soft side and does not kill you should you lose, Should you win, you will be 
rewarded with the name of the Troll Champion! Now claim your rewards as the 
Fist of Fury quests conclude. 


ITEM: Up to 180, Dwarve 


Sword Diagram 


Cexexexe3 7 ER ALERT 


Midway between the Harbor Gate and Metinna Gate, 
or southeast down the main thoroughfare from The 
Gran’place, is a courtyard with a grand view, and a 
Related Quests: Secondary Quest (Fists of Fury): Raging Wolf crowd of townsfolk egging on Still Waters, a fighter 
Locations: Nilfgaardian Embassy (Promenadel, The Gran’place of few words and a mask to hide behind. You can 


{east Beauclair), San Sebastian (Coopers’ Gate} inquire about this strange custom, before agreeing 
Characters: Mancomb, Still Waters, Colossus to the bout. 


‘Stl Waters 


we Still Waters enjoys throwing a long right hand punch 
E OBJECTIVES ? in your general direction, which is damaging but slow; a Witcher with a fast 
ae Party = reaction time can easily block and counter, or sidestep and pummel with some 
quicker punches. After the fight, Still Waters reveals exactly why the mask was 
worn. Next stop, Colossus! 


ITEM: Up to 200 Crowns 


‘These bouts are accessible during your exploration of Toussaint, and in particular, 


| Beauclair, This quest usually starts after you visit a Notice Board (such as the one by = | 
) the Gran'place Signpost) that mentions a fistfight, or you stumble upon one of the three || 
initial 


fights listed below. The first three fistfights can be undertaken in any order. 
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FISTFIGHT 3: COLOSSUS (SAN SEBASTIAN) 


| OBJECTIVE 


Over in San Sebastian in the northern part of 
Beauclair, just a little northeast of Coopers’ Gate, 

is a bookie with a plan; you're to face Colossus, a 
large, bare-chested gentleman. Ask how he came 
by the name if you wish, and after some verbal 
sparring, Colossus has a side bet for you. if you can 
parry three of his blows, but not take a swing at 
him, he'll let you win. You'll win double your wager 
if you agree! 


Take the side offer or don't, and the bout begins. Colossus is apt to throw long 
left swings which are reasonably easy to parry. Simply time the push back 
properly and complete this three times to win a relatively easy bout. Don't punch 
Colossus during this time; only parry, or the side bet (worth double) is nullified. 


When all three pugiists have been bettered, Secondary Quest (Fists of Fury) 
Raging Wolf begins. 


ITEM: Up to 200 Crowns, up to 400 if the offer is completed 


| Uniess otherwise stated, all horse races are accessible a any time during your 


| adventures. However, you need tobe ata particular location (and teritory) to start them. © | 


Remember the prizes you win allow you to stock more items on Roach (so you aren't 
‘overburdened as often), allow him to have more Stamina, and stop him from panicking 
‘as quickly, These are excellent prizes to win, on top of the crowns you can accrue! 


SES FOR'COURSES!PE 


Ww HO PPING FOR THE 
| Ready to win at all costs? Also, look ahead so you aren't caught out by an upcoming 
| checkpoint flag and miss it (effectively losing the race). Keep Roach in the center 
| ofthe road, and watch for dips where he might leap. These hazards can slow you 
| down. Block opponents trying to pass you, or dart inside them at corners. Finally, 
| took at the maps and gallop around the courses away from the racing, so you know 
| every undulation, and aren’t paying a princely sum (where appropriate) when you 


(exexexe} SPOILER ALERT 


DANGER ALERT 
a 


Related Quests: Secondary Quest: Fists of Fury: Toussaint 
Locations: Beauclair Docks (Unmarked) 
Characters: Maestro 


FISTFIGHT 4: THE MAESTRO 
(BEAUCLAIR DOCKS) 


|, RECOMMENDED BET AND ODDS 


Down on the docks along the eastern edge of 

Beauclair by the Sansretour River is a popular 

pummeling place where a Bookie is more than 

happy to take your funds in return for you ‘ 

challenging the Maestro, Champ, The Undefeated, | 


Drunken Master—folk call him many things. He's a 
‘shy man, who remedies this by drinking. A lot. 


resto 
You'll need to swig down a few drinks before the ‘ 


bout, but this doesn't make you too drunk to fight. Maestro launches a long 
right overhand punch, which you can dodge, block, or parry, but he’s fond of a 
very fast left jab that can easily outmatch you. Time shorter punches when he's 
preparing his right handers. 


Should you win, you are crowned the Fisticuffs Champion of Beauclair, and 
receive a trophy to prove it! That's going to look great on a she in Corvo Bianco! 
This quest now concludes. 


ITEMS: Up to 300 Crowns, Fisticuffs Champion Trophy. 


Location: Crow's Perch (see adjacent maps) 
Competitors: Stutterin’ Matko, Iron-Arse Hans, Black Bogdan 


TO BLACKBOUGH AND BACK 


| OBJECTIVE: 


| Access this race by visiting a Notice Board in Velen that mentions this race, 
| then head to the starting line, 
a 


After picking up the Notice you can find Radko near the starting line. He 
organizes the races. Talk to him and pick an opponent as well as amount to bet. 
Then start the race. 


Head here at sundown. The 
rules are simple, and the 
language is disgraceful, You 
get to choose from three 
revolting riders loyal tothe 
Baron (Stutterin’ Matko, 
lron-Arse Hans, and Black 
Bogdan), and beat them 
past the post. Fail, and 

you can try again 
afterwards. Wager on 
yourself, and begin! 


Follow the route shown on the associated map. There is only one course. You receive the 
following rewards after beating each rider in any order: 


Crow's Perch crossroads to Blackbough 


ITEMS: Up to 100 Crowns 


ITEMS: Up to 100 Crowns 


ITEMS: Up to 100 Crowns and Enhanced Horse Blinders 


QuECRE ATgE 


SEVEGELBUD © 


Location: Vegetbud Residence (see adjacent maps} 
Competitors: Seamus Holt (astride Athos), Viscount Rommer (astride — 
Caniculus), Luc Vegelbud (astride Succubus), Carlo “Cleaver” Varese 


OBJECTIVES: 


+ Access this race by visiting a Notice Board in Velen or Novigrad that mentions this 
| race, then head to the racing pavilion outside the Vegelbud Residence, ater which 


| you're able to race, This quest can also be started after taking a leaflet trom a herald 
| standing In main Novigrad square and announcing the Vegalbud Derby. j 
a 


Vegolbud Course 1 Vegelbud Course 2 


The Vegelbud races are an altogether 
‘more high-class affair. You must bring 
100 crowns to pay the race master 
each time you wish to participate, so 
it pays to know the courses before 
you start galloping. You don't have a 
choice of rider or course to challenge; 
simply beat the first rider to move 

on to the second, then the final race 
against the tricky Luc Vegelbud. If you 


Vegelbud Course 3 
Vegoitn Cesrye 2. fail, simply pay to race again. 


Follow the routes shown 
on the associated 

maps. There are three 
Variations to this course. 
You receive the following 
rewards after beating 
each rider in any order: 


LIKE A BOSS 


| OBJECTIVES: 


PURSUITS 


BW 


A HERO'S 


After beating the annoying Luc Vegelbud, one of 
Carlo *Cleaver" Varese's henchdwarves calls you 
over to congratulate you, and extends his boss 
salutations, too. He hands you a letter. Read it, 
then visit (when you wish) Cleaver's headquarters 
in Novigrad, just west of Hierarch Square. He asks 
if you'll race in Palio. This occurs during the night 
through the city streets. Agree, 


You're racing two others (riders 
from Dijkstra and Bedlam) the other 
members of the Big Four not currently 
holed up in Oxenturt, killing wenches. 
Follow the course shown in the 
adjacent map, concentrate on beating 
both the other riders as you race 
through Novigrad and back through 
Farcomers. Win, and you receive 

an obscene amount of crowns from 
Cleaver as well as some blinders 
(keeping Roach from panicking), 

Lose, and expect just some obscenities, The quest then concludes. 


Palio Course. 


jers en 


THROUGH THE woops AND RIVERS 


| OBJEC TIVES 


Location: Fayrlund (see adjacent maps) 
Competitors: Arve Oarsman, Red Rikka 


Take the road 
southwards from 
Blandare to reach the 


ACLIFFTOP GALLOP starting point of this 
a race. You're joining the 
OBJECTIVES likes of Bald Sige and 
L — Fishbreath Aegir 


Aside from a sharp left 
tum at the end, the 
course Is reasonably 
forgiving, though the 
going underfoot is soft 
You're heading south, 


|/ Access this race by visting a Notice Board in Skelige that mentions these set of Straight to Fyresdal. 
} races, then head to the marked flag on the map. There are three qualifying races Win and receive 
the following; 


* of them at least once before the last and final race can be attempted. They are tree 


| and can be attempted as many times as you wish, 
et 


}) (Fayrlund, Kaer Trolde, and Fyresdal—all on Ard Skellig). Simply enter and win each 


Location: Kaer Trolde (see adjacent maps) 
Competitors: Speedy Osvald, Lonelyboy Svan 


Fayrlund Course 


They do races a little | OBJECTIVES 
different in Ard Skellig 
than on the Continent. 
There are three sets of 
races, to be completed 
in any order you like 

This one takes place 


This course actually 


begins at the Notice 
ry hese tod ra 
is a reasonably straight 
Your two rivals are a little ruthless, especially Red Rikki. Concentrate on staying course northwards, 
on the cliff, rather then falling off it, and look for those flag checkpoints! Win, and ‘along the muddy and 


narrow tracks towards 
Kaer Trolde, with the 
victory line under the 
bridge at the entrance to 
the port and keep 


expect the following: 


Those comers are tight, 
80 focus on the road 
ahead. Try not to get 
tangled around any 
flags, and slow down for 
sharp comers. Win, and 
you get the following 


baal 4 A 
7 RURSULTSSFYRE 


Location: Blandare, Fyresdal (see adjacent maps) 
Competitors: Bald Sigge, Fishbreath Aegir 


ae 


ITEMS: 80 Crowns 


rolde Course 


Larvik 
Svana, Astrid th 


Location \djacent maj 


Competite 


FOR THE GLORY OF THE GREAT MUM 
| OBJEC TIVE 0a 


Your final race takes place on the isle of Hindarsfjall, and there's a Notice Board 
In the village of Larvik directing you to the western threshold of the settlement, 
where the race begins. Talk to Svana the priestess, who pits you against Astrid 

the Vipress! 


The course Is long, tough, with some nasty sharp comers, so learn the map and 
when to ease off the galloping, slow slightly as you reach Freya's Garden, and 
canter around the last sharp right tun; and you should emerge as the finest rider 
Of the islands! Your rewards are as follows: 


Tey 


‘SPOILER ALERT 


Larvik (Hindarsfjal) Course. 


Related a 
Treasure Hunt: Fr 


m Ofier’s Distant 


Locations: Upper Mill 


Characters: Ofieri Merchant 


MUCH MAY BE SAID OF A MAN BY HOW HE 
TREATS HIS HORSE 


| OBJECTIVE 


This quest is accessible at some point during the Hearts of Stone Main Questing 
| (it could occur at any point). You must visit the Upper Mill area in far northeast 
| Gusts to in the Merchant. As this race is only performed once, you would 
be wise to train (galloping around the course using the map from this guide if you 
wish), and saving your progress in case you are defeated. 


Inthe very northeastern 
comer of Gustfields 
territory, far east of 
Novigrad City, is the 
idyllic Brunwich village. 
Across Miller's Lake 

is the small hamlet of 
Upper Mill, where a pair 
of Ofieri traders have 
taken up residence 

One is a merchant, and 
the other a Runewright, 
Engage in conversation 
with the merchant, who 
has set up his stall in 
front of the windmill, by 
his tent, You can 


‘Miller's Lake Course 


5 ee 


© Ask him about 
his homeland. 


* Tell him you 
“wouldn't mind a 
look” at his wares. 
After inspecting (and 
optionally trading), 
the merchant asks if 
you see worth in his goods. This starts Treasure Hunt: From Ofier's 
Distant Shores. 


b Hos] 


Ober! Merchant 


Babiyetza 


A HERO'S 
PURSUITS 


‘© Mention his horse. This prompts you to talk about his trusty steed Babiyetza 
Ask if he fancies a race, and he gladly accepts. 


TAKE YOUR MOUNT TO HER LIMITS! 


As the race starts, gallop in a gradual clockwise direction (ensuring you steer to 
the right at each junction, looking for marker flags to pass between), racing over 
a small stone bridge and weaving just right of a large oak tree. Just afterwards, 
a merchant accidentally lets his cart of barrels fall, prompting you to dodge (or 
Jump) them or face a severe slowing down 


Cross the small wooden 
bridge, keeping a close 
eye on your map to 
ensure you spot the tums 
to come, Make a sharper 
fight as you trot into 
Brunwich itself, through 
the gate where the Dead 
Man's Party was held, 
and out the opposite side. 
Then swerve right and 
immediately left atthe hut 
with the sunflowers. 


y 


‘After racing through some 
bushes, watching for a 
small cluster of goats 
before a small rickety 
wooden bridge, the course straightens out a litle as the lake continues to be on your 
right. Dash through the markers, passing the strange chapel on your left. Then it's over 
‘one last stone bridge to the finish: the wooden arch just after a boat on your right. 


\Win the race, and you're awarded with a special stamina-increasing saddle for Roach, 
Lose, and you receive nothing but unimpressed sideways glances from your steed. 
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WITCHER CONTRACTS © 


EW: MONSTER HUNTER 


‘While the attempts to find your adopted daughter always take precedence, you are a Witcher with a history of tracking and slaughtering the hardiest monsters throughout the 
Northern Realms. There is no reason why you can't undertake some additional tracking and slaying missions that benefit the villages of the realm, as well as your coffers. 


Witcher Contracts involve either stumbling upon evidence of a monster's activity (its lair, prints, or evidence of bloodshed and combat), or by reading notices requesting your 

help, and bartering a good price for your services. Or, you can stumble into the contract-giver without finding a notice of their pleas, 

Beware that the monsters you hunt during these contracts are tougher versions of the same enemies you may meet during your travels. However, they are susceptible to the 
‘same oils, potions, bombs, and Signs as their lesser brethren. Some of these creatures are exceptionally dangerous, so you may consider checking the level you need to be in 
the Quest Menu to ensure you're up to the task! As always, a comprehensive study of this guide's Bestiary is most helpful when preparing for these quests, 


AVAILABLE CONTRACTS 
ORIGINAL ADVENTURE (26 CONTRACTS) AVAILABLE CONTRACTS: BLOOD AND WINE 
There are a total of 26 Witcher Contracts to attempt, including one in White {8 CONTRACTS), 
Orchard. There are 11 in Velen, but one of them is only accessible when you're ‘WT Blood and Wine: in addition to the contract that is only available during 
already attempting Secondary Quest: Master Armorers, and is detailed in Main Quest: Beyond Hill and Dale(el], there are a total of seven additional Witcher 
that previous section. There are eight in Novigrad (the city and surrounding Contracts to complete as part of this expansion, though some don't require you 
territories), There are six in Skellige. to slaughter a frightening version of a particular monster. They all take place 
AVAILABLE CONTRACTS: DLC (3 CONTRACTS) Seep any ere 
. AVAILABLE VINTNER CONTRACTS: BLOOD AND WINE 
WE DLC: There are a total of three additional Witcher Contracts to complete (5 CONTRACTS) 


as part of the downloadable content. One takes place in Velen, and leads to a 

Secondary Quest. The other two are in Ard Skellig. WA Blood and Wine: The Duchy of Toussaint has a number of Vintners 
(Wine merchants) who are having a devil of a time removing particular beasts 
from their subterranean storage areas. These small-scale Contracts are also 
available within the Duchy of Toussaint. 


WITCHER CONTRACTS 


WHITE ORCHARD 
|Contract Name |__ Page (Contract Name 


SKELLIGE 


‘Devil by the Wel 505 Dragon = : | 
Hor Canes ie Goon [a 
Contract Name | Page BT Missing Miners 529 
Components for an Armorer a) ‘Missing Son 530 
‘W The Beast of Honorton 506 ‘Muire D'yaebien [831 
{BW Where the Cat and Wolt Play. 370 The Phantom of Edberg | __ 533 
‘Jenny 0° the Woods 507 GA Skellige’s Most Wanted eS ea 
[The Merry Widow [ 508 ‘Waylaid Transport [ 535 | 
| Missing Brother 509 
| Mysterious Tracks it 510 Contract Name | Page | 
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* Any quests with this symbol are “unmarked” and don't appear in your Quest Menu 
** Total includes Critical Path or Secondary-related quests already previously counted 


WHITE ORCHARD 


CONTRAGT: DEVIL BY THE WELL 


Journey south along 


White Orchard, Abandoned Village (Hovel} the woodland path and 
| Characters: Odolan. Tomira the Herbalist through the threshold 
Enemies: Noonwraith of the Abandoned 

Village to the infamous 
well, After your quest 

updates, finding out 

what is haunting the 

place is achieved in one 

of two ways: 


Using your Witcher Senses to spot the following: 
* Scorch marks on the grass around the well 
* A body dried to a crisp close to some bushes. 


Visiting the well between the hours of 12 and 6 (day time) and meeting the 
noonwraith personally 


Assuming the noonwraith hasn't shown yet, your quest updates, enabling you 
to read the Bestiary entry (under “Specters”) regarding the habits of these foul 
creatures. This noonwraith is bound to the village for some reason—time to find 
out why! 


DLC} 


BAW} 


WITCHER 
CONTRACTS 


| OBJECTIVES 


Three smaller objective areas appear on your minimap. The most promising is to 
the east, leading to the following discoverles once you use your Witcher Senses 
once more: 


* The remains of a man stabbed with a knife, 


| This quest is available during Main Quest: Lilac and Gooseberries. You can locate the |, ” vat 08 & 
1 Notice Board in White Orchard to read the tkto acsheeil esd Ayellowed diary on a bed, which should be read as it references a bracelet 


| the noonwraith in Hovel to start the quest. 
etait 


the key to this haunting. 


© Aset of drag marks, That of a woman who fought for her life to no avail 
Reading a notice on 


the board in White ITEM: Quest fellowed 


Orchard points you in 
the direction of Odolan, Travel back to the well and inspect the traces of blood on the taut well rope. 


who wishes someone Peering over the edge of the well, you discover the corpse of the woman who 
to drive away a monster wrote the diary, The skeleton is missing an arm. Perhaps the bracelet she loved 
from a well in the weighed down the arm so it fell into the water below? 

nearby Abandoned 


Village. Odolan’s cottage PREPARATION FOR NOONWRAITH COMBAT 


is on the western outskirts of White Orchard. Head inside, barter a price for your 
services, and listen to his tale of woe. 


| OBJECTIVES: 


, OBJECTIVES: 


Climb over the side of the well and drop down into the water below. Dive down 
directly below the surface, and check the bottom until you discover the bracelet 
you read about in the diary. 


ITEM: Quest Item: Ornate Bracelet 
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‘Swim to the surface and head past the small waterfall, clambering onto the 
muddy bank to the north. After reading the bracelet’s inscription (“To Claer— 
From Volker"), go east, diving into a small underground tunnel that brings you 
Out into a nearby woodland pond. Climb onto the banks, and return to the village 
‘once more. 


Yd CLUES YOU'DON'TNEED TO USE 


You don’t have to follow these clues if you don’t wish to. You can simply drop into 
the water, retrieve the bracelet, and spot the skeleton hanging in the well using your 
Witcher Senses, if you wish. 


) OBJECTIVES: 


MM THE ILL-EQUIPPED'GO'TO RAN EARLY GRAVE 


Stop! Though you can face Claer the noonwraith immediately, prior knowledge is 
helpful: Consult the Besitary if needed. The noonvraith is vulnerable to: 


| Oimeritium Bomb Moon Dust Bomb 


Specter Ol 


After some proper 
preparation for this 
‘confrontation, return to 
the well and stand over 
the skeletal remains 

of Claer, Access the 
corpse to automatically 
bum it'and the bracelet, 
creating an eerie green 
light and summoning 
the she-beast in the process. Attack! 


END: TO ODOLAN AND TOMIRA 


OBJECTI 


Slay the noonwraith, then inspect the corpse and gather the trophy, which you may 
tie to Roach and ride back to Odolan's cottage to inform him that the curse has been 
lifted. His reward depends on the bartering you attempted at the start of this quest, 
which now concludes. 


ITEMS: Quest Item: Noonwraith Trophy 
Item: Amethyst (if you refuse the ci 


or Crowns 


ODol 


| ‘this quest by encountering the noonwraith first, you receive an objective 
to head to White Orchard and read a Notice Board, which directs you to Odolan, 


| you started 


simply head to Odolan. You receive a reward, and there's no bartering allowed. 
aainsecsshhschiebisahanadoulataet Masia 
Afterwards, you may wish to visit Tomira the herbalist, at her nearby cottage. 

She knew Claer personally, Telling her about what happened at the well gives 

you more insight into who Claer was and what happened (and the following 
rewards). A tombstone and a wreath appear in Hovel. With the spirit banished, 
after some time, people start moving in to Hovel. 


ITEMS: Crowns, 4x Saltpetre, 8x Berbercane Fruit, 
8x Hellebore Petals, 6x Cortinarius 


VELEN NO MAN'S AND 


“CONTRACTATHE BEAS 


Related Quests: Secondary Quest: Where the Cat and Wolf Play, 
Secondary Quest: Take What You Want 

Locations: Crow's Perch, Honorton (Unmarked) 

Enemies: Alghoutsz 


| OBJECTIVE: 


— 


‘This Quest is available during your exploration of Velen, once the DLC is installed. 
Start by checking out the Notice Board within the Baron's upper manor walls, in 
} Crow's Perch, or in Oreton. 


While visiting Crow's Perch, head through the village, up through the fort's 
Portcullis gate, and into the entrance to the manor grounds (where the armorers 
are), and procure a piece of parchment from the Notice Board. It is entitied 
“Contract: The Beast of Honorton,” and mentions a “vile and dangerous spook” 
‘causing trouble to the hamlet of Honorton. The ealdorman Sobemir should have 
further details. 


The village of Honorton 
is almost due south of 
Crow's Perch, nestled 
in the woods between 
Claywich (to the west) 
and the Boatmakers’ 
Hut (to the east) 


When you arrive, you 
notice how quiet the 
place is; until you step 
between the huts and 
must engage three 
Ghouls or Alghouls in 
swift combat. Once you 
slay these necrophages, 
you assume the 
ealdorman was one of the villagers slain; though not by the beasts you just slew. 
This Contract ends, and the quest automatically updates to become Secondary 
Quest: Where the Cat and Wolf Play... 


Location: Midcopse 
Characters: Bolko, Agneta, Zula 
Enemies: Deserters, Jenny o” the Woods (Nightwraith) 


DON’T GO OUT IN THE FIELDS ALONE 


) OBJECTIVES: 


i Find the Notice Board in Midcopse to read the contract and begin the quest. 

Or, chance upon the clues in the fields and progress to Midcopse afterwards. 
[ mec The otal path the forme. | 
Bolko, ealdorman of 
Midcopse, is desperate 
for someone to see 
off the devilry that has 
taken hold of his town's 
field that's neither 
spirit nor phantom. 
He urges his brethren 
never to tend the 
fields alone, or without 
carrying a scythe or rake. Head into the village of Midcopse, and locate Bolko 
leaning against his hut. Barter a price for your services if you wish, and ask if 
anyone has seen this Jenny o' the Woods character. Old Willem did, but he died 
of a weak heart in the fields, this morning. Perhaps Agneta can provide further 
information? Agree to tackle this terror. 


f OBJECTIVE 


A peasant woman named Agneta is in the long grass at the edge of the village, 
and claims to have seen Jenny. Although it was dimpsy, she noticed a pale shape 
looming before her, like mist. As it coalesced, she ran back to the village, but the 
time (twilight) the wraith appeared is important. Bid Agneta farewell, and depart 


THE ROAD TO HELL IS PAVED WITH 
CURIOSITY, P---KLICKER 


SPOILER ALERT X 


LZ 


Run roughly northwest out of Midcopse, and slow down as you reach the 
objective area in the pasture land being turned over by villagers. With your 
Witcher Senses, examine the ground under foot. Locate the following: 


© The footprints of a woman running through here barefoot. Follow these in a 
winding arch to a large splattering of blood. 


© Inspect the blood splatter by the copse of trees. The woman couldn't outrun 
the pursuer, so her throat was slit, and the knife left behind. Take the knife, 
since the dried blood on it may prove useful. 


Head along the grassy path, following it roughly northwest, checking the ground 
for dragging marks where the body was pulled. This ends at a thicket, check 
the ground nearby, itis a shallow grave. Inspect the grave closely for a letter 
sticking out of it. Beware, you may have to slay a deserter roaming the area as 
you search. 


ITEM: Quest Item: Letter Found in a Grave 


The note details fear the girl (Zula) had regarding a man named Bokhal, who 
wouldn't leave her (and her new beau) alone. You deduce a scorned lover killed 
the woman. Report your findings to the ealdorman back in Midcopse (head 
southeast). He explains they both disappeared about a week ago. You believe 
Zula to be the restless spirit, and Bolko tells you to travel to a clearing west of 
the village, where the young'uns used to frequent. 


) OBJECTIVES: 


Equidistant between 
Micopse, the Refugees’ 
Camp, and the Forest 
Hut, is the objective 
area where the 
Clearing is located. Trek 
northwest first. There 
is a small campfire and 
straw bedding close to 
the woods. Optionally 
check the woods for a small deserters’ camp, and slay any of them that might 
interrupt your ritual. Then prepare to summon a nightwraith! 


Access the campfire if itis after nightfall f not, meditate until after the sun sets 
(just before midnight is ideal). Something dark flits behind you, then approaches 
the light. A dark specter of pain and suffering. Unsheathe your silver sword, and 

set about defeating Jenny o' the Woods, being aware of all her cloned forms and 
combative cunning, 


Go to the Bestiary chapter for better battle tactics. The nightwraith has the 


following vulnerabilities: 
j 
ry 8 i 
Dimeritium Bom> Moon Dust Bomb Specter Dit 
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END: AFTER THE WRATH OF THE WRAITH 


| OBJECTIVES: 


DANGER ALERT 


Location: Lindenvale, Lindenvale Cemetery, Mourntart’s Hut 
Characte 
Enemies: Wraiths, Rabid Dogs, Ghouls, Mourntart (Grave Hag] 


A MONSTER IN THE CEMETERY 


| OBJECTIVES: 


| 


|| Find the Notice Board in Lindenvale to read the contract and begin the quest. 
Or, chance upon the clues in Mourntart's Hut first. The optimal path is the former. 


ed 


An anonymous post on the Lindenvale Notice Board mentions a “monster in the 
cemetery” that has taken to digging up graves, preying on those who enter, 
and has even kidnapped the miller's lad. Set off to reach the gravedigger’s 
Cottage on the northeast side of town, He's leaning on a fence near his 
chiseled gravestones 


Usten to his story of the kidnapped child. Barter a price for your services if you 
wish, agree to help, and set off for the cemetery. 


TIME TO BAG A SAGGING HAG 
OBJECTIVES: = ee 


Make quick progress north up the path out of town. Then sprint right (south) at 
the junction in the path toward a small chapel overlooking the village. You may 
need to tackle a couple of wraiths, and a pack of rabid dogs that have taken up 
residence here (if you arrive during the night, these are ghouls rather than dogs). 


The pile of ethereal essence has frightened her last villager! Stoop down and 
inspect the remains of “Jenny” (Zula), gathering an ingredient, as well as the 
skull and bones of the foe. Then mount Roach with the sack containing this 
evidence tied to your saddle, and canter back to Bolko. He hands over the agreed 
payment as your reward, and the quest concludes. 


ITEMS: Ingredient: Dark Essence, Quest Item: Nightwraith Trophy, Crowns 


SPOILER ALERT XX 


CONTRACT THE!MERRY WIDOW : e 


tt seems ghouls dug up 
the graves inside the 
cemetery threshold, 
which attracted 

the dogs. When the 
encroaching enemy 
threats are removed, 
begin a thorough 
search, using your 
Witcher senses. Locate 
the following: 


© Examine the graves—dug up without the use of tools. There are three 
to inspect. 


* A freshly-dug grave on the right (west) side of the chapel, near the cemetery 
wall and among some undergrowth, The overripe cadaverine has a stench 
that must be followed, 


Go down the hil to the rear of the chapel, across a ruined stone bridge, and wind 
your way along the pathway until you meet a bear. Slay the creature, continuing 
to follow the scent left (southwards) at the path junction. The smell leads to an 
old cottage (known as Mourntart's Hut). Enter, and inspect what appears to be a 
lair of reeds, twigs, matted skin and corpse flesh, discarded bones, and an eating 
pot. Check the following 


© The eating pot. The creature can use tools and is sapient. 


© There is a cooking pot on a small fire, containing a child's femur. 


* Asmall circle of human skulls. This foe is drawing strength from a Place 
of Power. 


The skulls are the 

key to coaxing the 
creature (which you've 
determined is a grave 
hag) back to the 
cemetery. Gather them 
up and sprint back to 
the cemetery chapel 
Place them inside the 
structure, at the altar it 
by candles. 


A fetid breeze announces the arrival of a grotesque grave hag named Mourntart 
Step out, brandishing your silver sword, and make short work of this sagging bag 
of bolls and bones, who has come back for the skulls she stole. 


MW HOLD) 


WAGAINST THE C 


ONE 


Consult the Bestiary for better battle tactics against this unpleasant, matted-haired 
biddy. The grave hag has the following vulnerabilities: 


2s 


Black Blood Necrophage Oil Yrden ‘Quen 


END: AFTER THE HARRYING OF THE HARRIDAN 


Sift through the offal and gather various parts of the grave hag you slew, for your 
‘own alchemy, and as proof of the kill. Tie the sack to Roach, and ride back into 
Lindenvale, and explain to the gravedigger where the miller's son is (bits of him 
are boiling in the hag's pot), and claim your reward. The quest then concludes. 


ITEMS: Grave Hag’s Ear, Grave Hag’s Tooth, Grave Hag Trophy, Crowns 


SPOILER ALERT 


CONTRACT: MISSI Nie BROTH ER. 


5 ‘Summon your trusty 
Locations: Inn at the Crossroads, Old Mine steed and gallop 


Characters runo, Mikel xe roughly northwards (and 
Enemies: Young Arachas, Harrisi (Arachas} alittle east, staying 
Recommended Item: Axii Delusion Level 3 to the roads if you 

don’t want some fights 
with roaming nekkers 
and other unpleasant 
monsters. Head down 

to the edge of the river, 
and locate an old wagon and small workman's hut at the mine entrance, At this 
point, use your Witcher Senses to spot the following: 


THE BEMOANING OF BROTHER BRUNO 


E OBJECTIVES 


* Anextremely splattered array of human remains requiring great strength to 
pulverize in such a manner. 


* Some monster tracks leading into the mine entrance, right of the hut. 


WITCHER 
CONTRACTS 


| Find the Notice Board atthe inn at the Crossroads to read the contract and begin 
the quest, Or, chance upon the clues in the cave and progress to the inn afterwards, | Enter the mine, pausing to light the torch with lgni if you wish, then drop down 
} The optimal path is the former. into the waterlogged lower tunnel. Turn to face east, and wade to the dryer part 
—— of the tunnel where the monster tracks are visible again. They wind down a tight 
‘A message of note is available to read that mentions a missing man called Mikel. tunnel, passing a crate you can loot, to a junction chamber with scattered wood 
His brother Bruno, a man with an ear to the Baron himself, seeks any information _and large splatters of blood everywhere. The blood is fresh, but no bodies can 
regarding the whereabouts of his lost sibling. Enter the Inn at the Crossroads, be seen. 
and find Bruno lost in thought in one corner. He jumps at the chance for help 
finding Mikel. I's been a week since his brother took the women of Bellows into 
the hills. Bellows was recently ransacked in the war, and Mikel took them into 
the old mines, Barter for a better rate for your services if you desire, then obtain 
some knowledge about Mikel (he's wearing some fancy calfskin ankle boots) and 
be on your way. 


Continue onwards down the tunnel in a roughly northeasterly direction, 
following the tracks until they split into two separate routes. One continuing left 
along the tunnel, and one to the right, leading into a small pool of water. That 
water looks interesting 


Dive into the water, 
swimming through an 
underwater tunnel with 
some crates to loot 
along the way. Follow 
the tracks up to the 
surface, up into a grotto 
area. Advance into the 
middle of the chamber, 
using your Witcher 
Senses to spot a mass of blood, flesh, and digestive juices. This must be food for 
its young. You surmise this is a venomous Arachas! 


THE MOTHER OF ALL BATTLES 


There is a trail of stench from the mass of blood and juices. Don't follow yet. 


HORRORS AT THE OLD MINE There are four giant egg sacs to examine near some ingredient mushrooms. 


These eggs are going to hatch soon, so you're wise to destroy them. Use lgni or 
OBJECTIVES Aard to set the first four egg sacs alight, or to blow them apart with force, 


Tum to face west. The grotto has two exits—to the left and right. Take the former 
and stride confidently into a fight with a young arachas. Then roast two more 
eggs clustered together, and another two set apart. That's eight destroyed egg 
sacs. The last eggs are in a separate cavern, accessed via another underwater 
tunnel, left of the first chamber. That's all 12 deflated! 
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Continue northwest and then west along a tunnel to a giant grotto chamber. The 
‘scattered remains of local villager women lie everywhere, some draped over the 
rocks along with some loot to take. Use your Witcher Senses. You automatically 
view the following: There's a calfskin boot—all that's left of Mikel. Young 
‘arachases appear as soon as Harrisi notices you, and the number depends on 
the eggs you have destroyed (the fewer eggs, the fewer young). Now face the 
mighty Harrisi! 


SSED BYTHEARACHAS'H 


Consult the Bestiary for better battle tactics. The arachas has the following 


| 
| ‘vulnerabilities: 


Golden Oriole Ingeetoid Oi! 


Locations: Lindenvale, Fiend’s Cave 
Characters: Hunter, Merchant 
Enemies: Arachas, Howler (Chort) 


L 


|| Find the Notice Board in Lindenvale to read the contract and begin the quest 
| or, chance upon the clues (the dead wolves and cave) fist, and then ask the hunter. 
The 


‘optimal path is the former. 
a 


Acontract from a huntsman describes a woodtand walk where strange tracks 
‘were spotted. There's litle else to go on, but a quick jog along the main road 

to a cottage on the southeastern side of Lindenvale, and a chat with the hunter 
in question, reveals a little more, The beast is “proper huge,” slaughtered a 
dozen wolves, and it howls and bellows something fierce. Adjust your reward by 
bartering if you wish, agree to the hunt, and set off into the forest. 


STINKS LIKE FIEND S--T 


END: AFTER THE ARACHASAE ANNIHILATION 


E OBJECTIVES 


With sagging thorax thoroughly deflated, scrabble around in Harris!'s giant 
corpse to gather some ingredients and a trophy to attach to Roach. Carefully 
retrace your steps out of the mine, and head back to the inn at the Crossroads, 
where Bruno is saddened by the news of his brother. Bruno refuses to pay the 
full sum, leaving you to Axii him (Delusion Level 3) to claim the full reward, or 
accept only half of it 


ITEMS: Arachas Venom, Arachas Eyes, Arachas Trophy, Crowns 


SPOILER ALERT 


Dash off in a southerly 
direction, passing a 
tumbledown cottage 
near a large oak tree (if 
you're taking the path), 
then veer off and take 
down an arachas that 
might be feeding on the 
corpses you're about to 
inspect. Then inspect 
the following: 


* Wolf corpses—the monster wiped out a whole pack of them. 


* The tracks are big, really big. Follow them. The tracks lead up a rocky 
embankment in a roughly southwesterly direction 


Climb to the top of the embankment, and follow the tracks a few feet to 
a large oak tree, and examine it. The beast left a lot of fur when it rubbed 
against the tree, and the scent is still visible to you. 


© Follow the scent trail in a roughly southerty direction around a large hilly 
mound, until the trail heads up and into a cave entrance that's too high to 
reach from your current position. 


* Close to the cave opening is an impressively-sized stool of dried out fiend 
feces. The animal has been active for a while. 


OBJECTIVES: 


The trail goes cold for a few moments as you need to manually find a secondary 
cave entrance. Climb to the hilly area directly above the cave opening with the 
Stench, and search around for a hole in the grassy ground, close to a cluster of 
Old oak trees (as shown). Simply drop into the hole, 


You appear on a high ledge inside the Fiend’s Cave. The high opening opposite 
is the other entrance you couldn't reach. Drop down onto the cave floor, and 
inspect the following: 


* The corpse of the fiend you thought you were hunting, which died recently 
Check the mouth of this creature, which has tufts of differently-colored fur. 


* There's a trail with tracks too small for a fiend, though, Blood pools indicate 
a vicious fight, and paw prints reveal the fight lasted a while. You now guess 
you're hunting a chort which was competing for territory. But the beast isn't 
here. It needs to be coaxed to the cave with bait 


MORE FIENDISH THAN A FIEND 


, OBIE CTIVES: 


You automatically receive the chort llure potion formula. Now combine the 
following ingredients with your alchemy knowledge to concoct this potion: 


ITEM: Formula: Chore Lui 


CHORT LURE 


Ingredient Amount 
Fiend Dung () 
Crow's Eye @ 


CONCOCTIO 


WING YOU HETOCAL FLAVO! 


Y Ma) 


‘Do you want to know more about where to find these ingredients, or the formula? 
Then consult the Alchemy appendix on page 484. Don't be too concerned with 
trekking far away for these ingredients—all are available to pick in the vicinity. 
Crow's Eye is a plant, and not the eyes from an actual crow! 


Return to the hill above the Fiend’s Cave. Look at your minimap for the four 
nearby locations (which surround the hill all the way down to the river), and 
spray some bait around (accessed by placing the potion into your Potions slot). 
Now return to the Fiend's Cave, dropping in from the top opening, just like before 


‘An immense and frightening creature with huge bulky forearms and a horned 
head that could pierce granite leaps down and lunges at you. Prepare to fight 
Howler, the hardiest of chorts! 


Locations: Oreton, Lake Wyndamer, Byways 
Characters: Commander Mitan Noran, Bytomir 
Enemies: Ghouls, Sarasti (Ekimmara) 


a NTN) 


is quests accessible during your exploration of Velen (No Man's Land). Chance. 
| upon the Notice Boar in Oreton to read the contract and commence the quest. 


Milan Noran, commander of the division stationed in Oreton, has a contract 
pinned to a Notice Board regarding “Missing Soldiers.” It seems a patrol of his 
has disappeared, possibly falling prey to a monster. Bring the head of the thing 
responsible results in a reward. Head to the smithy at the end of the road, where 
a group of Niifgaardian soldiers are resting up. Speak with Milan, bartering for 
your services if you wish. He explains the patrol was lost somewhere along the 
south shore of Lake Wyndamer. He also knows of peasants scratching a living in 
the village of Byways, who speak of a monster. Agree to start this investigation 


HORTKILES LESS OF 


UA 


Consult the Bestiary for better battle tactics against this fiend-killing foe. The chort 
has the following vulnerabilities: 


Devil's Purtball Bomb Relict Ol 


MAKIN 


END: AFTER MAKING REMAINS OF HOWLER 


» OBJECTIVES: 


Slice sections of chort away from the main corpse to add to your trophy 
collection, and clamber out of the cave, whistle for Roach, and ride triumphantly 
back to Lindenvale where the hunter is both worried at the fiend incursions, and 
happy the monster has been slain. Collect your reward as the quest concludes, 


ITEMS: Chort Hide, Chort Trophy, Crowns 


DILER ALERT 


WITCHER 
‘CONTRACTS 


512 


WHERE THERE ARE GHOULS, 
THERE’S USUALLY CORPSES... 


| OBJECTIVES: 


The journey to Byways involves a bit of trekking, made easier if you ride Roach 
westw, and then south around the lake to the western side. Or you may wish to 
simply swim across the lake (heading southwest). Byways was famous for its 
brick-making artisans. Now, as you approach, it is infamous for its rotting stench 
and prowling ghouls. Complete the following: 


* Bring your best pointy metal object and thrust it repeatedly into the sagging 
gray flesh of five ghouls that are stinking up the village. 


Head northwest, towards the new objective area, yelling at the villagers that it 
|s safe to come out. Two nervous men appear, one called Bytomir, telling you 
the Nilfgaardians plundered the settlement, and the ghouls appeared to run 
‘them off. This beggars belief (which you can mention to the peasants). 


| OBJECTIVES: 


A more thorough inspection of Byways is called for. Complete the following: 


. 


Use your Witcher Senses on the ground where you fought the ghouls. There 
are corpses of Nilfgaardian soldiers and their dogs. One shows marks of jaws 
strong enough to crush armor. 


Another was thrown to the ground with such force, he suffered 
internal hemorrhaging, 


You then smell the air. Thick with the scent of blood. Follow the stench trail 
roughly to the structure at the northern edge of Byways. The place Is locked. 


Bytomir approaches, with more evasive answers. After some light verbal 
pressuring, he reveals there are elven ruins under the village. Tunnels they 
scavenge with trinkets to sell After disturbing a monster, the peasants buried the 
entrance, but the Nilfgaardians opened it again. You demand the key to the hut, 
and are given it 


ITEM: ai yy to the Byways Tunnels 


THE BYWAYS BLOODSUCKER 


OBJECTIVES: 


Lift the planks on the 
hut's floor to reveal a 
ladder. Also try to spot 
a piece of fur in this 
hut, allowing quicker 
identification. Descend 
into a tight mining 
tunnel. At the first lt 
torch lies a slumped 
guard. Use your Witcher 
Senses. His armor was pierced, and arteries torn open. You realize the monster 
was an ekimmara, disturbed from hibernation. Venture further into the tunnel, 
Gropping off a ledge, down past a wooden ladder platform, 


Enter an ancient elvish arched tunnel. The bloodied remains of the Nilfgaardian 
patrol are scattered about this chamber, as well as older corpses, strung up on 
wooden scaffolds. Now comes the fiendish beast itsel—a centuries-old elder 
ekimmara known as Sarasti. Draw your silver sword and better it in combat. 


YA HIGH STAKES'GOMBAT 


Consult the Bestiary or better battle tactics against this monstrous vampire, The 
‘ekimmara has the following vulnerabilities: 


Devil's Puttoall Bomb Vampire out gai 


Vd LOW'STAKES'COMBAT 


You can also investigate this village, not venture into the lair of Sarastl, and return 
to the Nilfgaardian camp to report what you saw. You still receive a reward for, 
your troubles. 


END: EXTRA EQUITY FOR AN EKIMMARA EXECUTION 


E OBJECTIVES: 


After gathering your saliva and the head of Sarasti, retrace your steps back up 
to Byways village, and speak with Bytomir. You inform him that you've solved his 
ancient vampire problem, and force him to pay up for your troubles, Then trek 
back to Oreton, and tell Milan Noran the same story. More crowns are added to 
your collection, as the quest concludes. 


ITEMS: Vampire Saliva, Ekimmara Trophy, Crowns 


SPOILER ALERT XX 


tions: Nilfgaa ntral A mp, Abandoned Nilfgaard F OBJECTIVE 
‘ar ul’s Nest Cave Se 5 


Characters: Quartermaster Eggi 


Enemies: Nekkers, Ban 


The Abandoned Nilfgaardian Camp is on the northwest part of the lake, and 
offers a wealth of clues to a Witcher with a twitching set of senses: 


* Acampfire showing the soldiers left here in a hurry. 


There are footprints leading up into the woods—some booted and others 
barefoot. Follow them into the woods, Were they leading a group of barefoot 
peasants, or did the peasants do the leading? 


Keep following the prints until a smell overtakes your senses. Follow the stench 

clouds, spotting draconid musk on the ground. There are three or four of these 

piles to inspect, which take you in an elongated loop through the trees. Prepare — 
for intermittent fighting with nekkers and bandits along the way. Though you 

only need to find the scent clue to the poisoned corpse, all the clues are 

presented here. 


Retum and continue to follow the sets of footprints, up toward a confrontation 

with a bear. The nearby remains of a corpse seems to have been poisoned. 

Now continue along the path to the southeast, following the prints up and into a — 
hillside devoid of trees. 


Wivers | OBJECTIVES 


EGGEBRACHT’S ORDERS 


p, OBJECTIVE: == A frightening screech, and a flapping airborne menace swoops in to slaughter 
you with its talons. Retaliate by knocking the foe down to the ground, and 
finishing this winged menace as adeptly as you can. Once killed, inspect the 
corpse and slice the head off, gathering its hide and other items, but don’t leave 
without your trophy. 


| This quest i accossibve ring your ‘cxploration of Velen (No Man's Land) and i = 
‘Novigrad, Visit the Nilfgaardian Central Army Camp in the very southeast of the 


World Map. Then inspect the Notice Board adjacent to the quartermaster’s tent. | Consult the Bestiary for better battle tactics against this screeching, scaly beast. 
The wyvern (unnamed) has the following vulnerabilities: 


There's an interesting missive pinned to the Notice Board close to the 

quartermaster's tent in these parts. It mentions the loss of a patrol, and a reward 

for finding them. Enter the tent adorned with the sun motif of the Emhyr, and 

speak to quartermaster Eggebracht. You can shoot the breeze with him, but — 


continue this quest by asking him for work. He requests you find the abandoned — 
camp, across the lake, to the northwest of here. 


END: SNIFFING AROUND NILFGAARDIAN BUSINESS 


At this point, you may retrace your steps and inform the quartermaster of your 
findings, However, it is well worth continuing up the path you were on when 

you faced the wyvern, tracking another poisoned soldier (this one was gnawed 
on), and more footprints that lead down into a ravine, and a ghoul's nest within 5 


‘cavern tunnel. The remains of a villager lie at the end. Report this to the 
quartermaster, and he’s annoyed that you're poking your nose into Nilfgaardian 
business. Either way, your reward is received (though you can refuse it if you 
don't like crowns). 


The going underfoot 
soon turns soggy. Watch 
for nekkers as you start 
to wade into a swamp, 
before crossing the 

lake to the woodland 
area northwest of 

these parts. 
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OOOOH DAN 


Ka) 


Locations: Benkelham, Royal Wyvern's Cave and Eyrie 
Characters: Refugee 
Enemies: Nekkers, Wyverns, Royal Wyvern 


| OBJECTIVES 


| You should visit the dlapidated village of Benkelham, and find the refugee that requests 
your help, Or, you can find the abandoned wagon, meet the refugees in the cave, Or | 
} destroy the wyvern nests first. The optimal path is the first one. 
Benkelham is a 
collection of sagging 
huts and a giant 
windmill, on a hillside 
along the eastem side 
of Velen, and speak 
toa refugee sitting by 
a ruined cottage. He 
hopes you can find out 
‘more about a missing 
‘merchant caravan, They hired some of the villagers to guide them to a bridge, 
and the boys haven't returned. Barter a price for your services if you wish, then 
remember the name Thomil—the man's brother who lead the men. 


Take the main road north from Benkelham, following its winding path downhill 
until you discover an uptumed cart. Use your Witcher Senses as you take in the 
scene of this crime. Locate the following: 


* Evidence that somebody was bound, but quickly freed using a dull blade. 
* Somebody left footprints from a barrel of spilled wine. 

© There are claw marks on a nearby rock 

* Someone was running quickly, panicked, and their footprints end suddenly. 


You summize that a flying entity swooped down and grabbed the victim, 

leading you to believe the monster is a wyvern or forktail. The smell of Kaedweni 
wine lingers for hours, and a trail of this stench leads you uphill, heading 
roughly northeast. 


SPOILER ALERT XX 


E OBJEC TIVES: 


Wander uphill with the wine smell clouding your nostrils and vision. The trail 
leads you to a rough path and a cave entrance. 


There's a corpse of one of the caravan refugees at the cave's entrance. Go 
inside, and you meet two luckless refugees hiding out in the cavern, You can ask 
about Thomil, who sadly didn’t make it, and find out more about the monster you 
hunt, It is a royal wyvern, Lucky you. 


, OBJECTIVES: 


Continue deeper and 
higher into the cave, 
climbing up the natural 
rock steps to the south, 
and climbing higher 
until you see light from 
an exit. Step into the 
light, and run into two 
young wyverns, This is 
the royal wyvern's eyri, 
Face both of them in combat, slaying them with quick competency. But these 
juveniles weren't responsible for ransacking the cart and dropping the scattered 
Corpses you find on this cliffside perch 


Ud UPFORW HIKE? 


‘Another option is to go up the hill to the left or right of the cave entrance, and reach 
the eyrie without climbing up through the cave. 


‘Approach each of the two nests of spittle, wood, and bone, and destroy it with 
a swift kicking. After dismantling both of them, a suitably angered royal wyvern 
‘swoops in for the kill. Bring it down to the ground with crossbow or magic 
attacks, and finish it before it devours you. 


Wf HEREB 


Halt! Before ascending to the eyrie to rid the lands of three wyverns, you should 
take time to fully prepare for such an undertaking. Remember to consult the 
Bestiary for tackling wyverns, both royal and otherwise. The royal wyvern has the 
following vulnerabilities: 


Grapeshot Bomb Draconid Oi! Aard 


{ 


AGONSPNO?/FO 


AILS? NO. 


The two refugees appear, a little gobsmacked at your accomplishments. After 

vowing to tell tales of this day, they leave you to whistle for Roach, and carry 
sx — the royal wyvern's head swinging by Roach’s saddle. Head down the hill to 

OBJECTIVES: Benkelham, and speak with the refugee. After settling up, the quest concludes. 


ITEMS: Wyvern Mutagen, Wyvern Egg, Wyvern Hide, 
Wyvern Trophy, Crowns 


END: THE ROYAL TREATMENT 


‘row's Perch, Burned Ruins (Cockatrice Cave) A RUFFLING A FEW FEATHERS 


Characters: Chet, Symko 


; ; 
Enemies: Shrieker (Cockatrice] 5 OBJECTIVES: __ 


Head south out of Crow's Perch, traveling roughly eastwards to the objective area 
Where the beast was fought, close to the marshy moat and south of the Burned 
Ruins signpost. Locate the following: 


© The remains of Symko's dog Ruffler can be seen and inspected using your 
Witcher Senses—tt didn’t give up without a fight. 


© There are staggered tracks leading away from the dog corpse. 


* Locate the monster blood close to the water's edge, and track it in a roughly 
northwesterly direction. 


The beast landed at a cave entrance close to the northeastern part of Crow's 
Perch moat, and just west (and underneath) the Burned Ruins. Close inspection 
of the tracks reveals the beast is a cockatrice, 


NOT JUST A PACK OF PEASANTS 
WITH PITCHFORKS 


Explore the cave 
entrance, which opens 
up into a large cavern. 
Use your Witcher 
‘Senses in here to 
uncover droppings 
staining a high ledge, 


: 
Find the Notice Board in Crow's Perch to read the contract and begin the quest. } where the beast must 
be nursing its wounds, 


| Or, chance upon nest of this creature first. The optimal path is the former. 
a It won't budge until you 


Chet from Crow's Perch produce a Samum, Grapeshot, or Dancing Star bomb, and lob it onto the ledge. 
is having a terrible ‘After the explosion, the shrieker disappears! It has fled through an upper exit. 
time with a shrieker 

(a monster that has 
woven its nest nearby) 
and has taken to killing 
those that venture too 
close, Head to the lower 
village within the walls 
of Crows Perch, and 
find Chet by his cottage. Barter a price for your services if you wish, listen to the 
hapless attempts the local (and now deceased) huntsman named Borzoy made 
to kill the creature. Now agree to slay it. 


Leave the cave the way 
you came, summoning ua 
Roach and visually 
track it across the 


countryside as itflaps | 


away. At a gallop's pace, 
you should easily catch 
this wounded and angry 
animal. Drop it from the 
skies, and set about 
slicing it into more 
manageable pieces, 


| OBJECTIVE: 


‘Symko, son of Borzoy, is the witness to the shrieker's attack, and he's gazing 
at grass on the eastern side of the cottage. He is resistant to your talking, but 
continue to ask him questions and he describes the shrieker as a huge rooster 
with a lizard’s tail, and how his dog Ruffler ran away too. Calm the kid down with 
soft words or soothing Axii magic, and depart. 
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MW DON'T BETHPONEDOINGTHESHRIEKING 


| Consult the Bestiary for better battle tactics against this overgrown chicken. The 
| cockatrice has the following vulnerabilities: 


Grapeshol Bomb Draconid Oi Aard 


END: AFTER THE COCKATRICE CARNAGE 


That overgrown chicken has eaten its last villager! Stoop down and inspect the 
Corpse, gathering some meat and ingredients, as well as the head of the beast. 
‘Then mount Roach with the head tied to your saddle, and return to Chet. He 
hands you the pennies he gathered as your reward. You can: 


* Tell him to keep the coin—for Symko. 
Or gladly accept the coin 


Afterwards, you can speak to Szymko and tell him his father's death was 
avenged, if you wish. Either way, the quest concludes. 


ITEMS: Cockatrice Egg, Cockatrice Stomach, Cockatrice Trophy, Crowns 


SPOILER ALERT XX 


CONTRACT: SWAMP THING 


Locations: Crookback Bog Peat Post, Crookback Bog Peat Lodge, - 

Cave of Ignius Fatuus ers 
Characters: Lestav : 
Enemies: Foglets, Nekkers, Drowners, Ignius Fatuus (Foglet) 
Recommended Item: Eye of Nehaleni 


EYES LIKE COALS AND A JAW FULL OF FANGS 


Alone villager harvesting peat within the marshlands west of The Orphans of 
| Crookback Bog (village) beckon: 


On the northwestern 
edge of Crookback 
Bog, due west of the 
Orphans’ Village but 
Closer to the water's 
edge, is a Peat 

Post. This is a small 
hideaway where a 
villager named Leslav 
stores peat he cuts from 
the bog. Speak with him. He tells you a monster prowls the bog, and those that 
enter the mist are never seen again! Ask for more information and learn about 
the beast's humanoid form and nocturnal nature. Barter for a better payment if 
you wish, then ask where to find this monster. 


E OBJECTIVES: 


Set off in a roughly southerly direction and cross the bog. As you reach the 
nearest objective area, you can almost taste a metallic odor in the alr. Continue 
towards a Peat Lodge, where Lesiav's fellow villagers came a cropper. Inspect 
the structure using your Witcher Senses, and uncover the following: 


* Aslumped corpse with his weapon still sheathed. This indicates a 
concealed monster. 


* An almost completely decomposed corpse by the small stone ruins nearby, 


BAD, POXY AIR, STINGING EYES, AND 
CHOKING THROAT 


, OBJECTIVES 


There's little else but wrapped parcels of peat soil here, so venture out across 
the bog in a roughly easterly direction. Close in on the second objective area, and 
bring the pain to a couple of nekkers. Then use two methods of seeing reality a 
little differently; your Witcher Senses and the Eye of Nehaleni you obtained from 
Keira Metz during Main Quest: Hunting a Witch 


* Use your Witcher Senses to discover a few dead folks with a variety of 
different claw marks on it. Oddly, there's are no tracks around the corpses. 


* Use the Eye of Nehaleni to remove a wall of magic. 


Use your Witcher Senses to uncover tracks that were masked with magic. 
You guess you're dealing with an old foglet, hiding behind an illusion. 


A FATUUS BOG EXPLORATION Enea Se cae ane 


you keep left, you stride 
into the domain of the 
old foglet responsible 
for the illusions —ignius 
Fatuus! Teach him that 
your silver sword is 


no illusion! 
LOST IN THE B 


It's easy to get lost in this misty bog, and there are numerous foglets, drowners, and 


OBIE 


nnekkers (not to mention deserters and bandits) in the general vicinity. Don't venture iW Welllivienaeleihamatter 
farther from the immediate area than you need to, and if you get lost, return to the 
Peat Lodge and retrace your steps. This foglet offers a considerable challenge, so consult the Bestiary to gain insight 


into this creature. The foglet has the following vulnerabilities: 
Follow the intermittent tracks through the swamp, in a winding pattern 
throughout the bog, heading in a vaguely southerly direction. There are at least } 
two foglet to face, back at the Peat Lodge. While you're there, look for the badly V7 
decomposed corpse. There is a faint smell coming from it. This is worth your 
while following, in a roughly southerly direction. Moo 


1 Bomd Necrophage Oi Quen 


Journey to a small fetid pond with a foglet to slay. Of greater interest is a cave 
blocked by a massive boulder. But this isn't really a boulder, Use the Eye of END: ALL CLEAR 
Nehaleni to dismiss this illusion and reveal a foglet's cave. 


L OBJECTIVES: 


Enter the cave and, if you keep right, you face a trio of foglets as you wind your 
way down the main tunnel area. If you climb up the other side, you end up back 
Into the bog. Almost immediately, you are set upon by drowned dead. Expect to 
slay up to six of them, before moving across a shallow pond (close to the cave 
exit) and dealing with three foglets. 


Cut the head apart from the crumpled foglet corpse, and bring it back to Leslav 
at his Peat Post, and claim your reward. Remember, if you bartered a better price, 
you may have to return and gather your crowns in smaller payments. Once your 
initial monies are handed over, the quest concludes. 


ITEMS: Foglet Tooth, Foglet Trophy, Crowns 


POILER ALERT 


Locations: Border Post, Inn at the Crossroads, Scoia’taet Camp 
Characters: Captain Felix Grubb, Vernossiel 
Enemies: Alghouls, Downers, Scoia’tael J) This quest is accessible during your adventuring through Novigrad and the northern 


* parts of Velen. It begins when you uncover a contract notice on a Notice Board 
like the one just southeast of the fortified bridge to the Border Post on Halver Isle. 


Locate a formal notice on a board that reads “Contract: Woodland Beast.” It is 
from the Redanian Captain Felix Grubb. Head towards the refugee camp near the 
fallen fields of Velen, southeast of the Border Post, and search out the captain of 
the guard. 


‘Speak with him, and he tells of a monster terrorizing the already downtrodden 
peasants of Velen, as well as a Redanian transport caravan. Bring him the head 
of this beast, and you'll receive both gold and a pass to allow you access across 
the Pontar river, and into Novigrad. Agree to this deal. 


The location of the transport attack is southwest of the captain, close to the ford 
across to the Inn at the Crossroads. Gallop to the site, and cut down two alghouls 
feasting on the remnants. Then inspect the vicinity and uncover the following: 


7 © Claw marks on a slumped corpse, but also evidence of an arrow piercing 
» OBJEC = < ‘the dead. 


* Bodies clawed and gnawed. But all these wounds are post-mortem. 


‘© An empty chest. Certainly not stolen by the necrophages you slew. 
© Tracks, humanoid in stature, leading away to the southeast. 


Follow the tracks across the road, and into the thick grassy area before the ford. 
Expect four drowners to annoy you along the way. 
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The tracks lead down to 
the ford, and disappear. 
‘Simply stare at the 
‘opposite side of the ford 
(look southeast) and 
you'll see the tracks 
‘appear from the soggy 
‘sand, Climb up the 
grassy hillock, studying 
the tracks until you're 
stopped. A Scoia’tael archer has you in his sights! This quest can now conclude 
in one of two different ways: 


END #1: DEATH TO THE SCOIA'TAEL DEVILS! 


p OBJECTIVES: 


‘Speak to the archer. If you answer “you've killed enough humans already,” or 
you aren't prepared to put down your weapons after asking to see the archer's 
‘commander, the situation turns violent. 


You have five Scoia’tael to cleave on this hillock (treat them as humans in 
terms of combat). Afterwards, return to the captain for your reward, as this 
quest concludes, 


S: Crowns, Transit Pass 


END #2: SOMETHING FOR YOUR SILENCE 


} OBJECTIVE: 


‘Speak to the archer. Answer that you wish to speak to his commander. You are 
lead to a hidden elf camp where Vernossiel speaks curtly to you. She insists they 
will stop attacking the Redanian transports, but you must leave and forget what 
you've seen. Answer that they are common bandits, and you must fight them (End 
#1, but without your weapons). A better plan is to agree “do as you will.” You're 
given a couple of elvish items for your help. Afterwards, return to the captain for 
your reward, which is almost a kick in the arse (you receive nothing), as this quest 
Concludes. 


END #3: DOUBLECROSS! 

There's one more, devious way to end this quest; tell the elf leader you can keep 
their secret, then break the promise and inform the guard captain, and claim 
both rewards! However, expect an ambush later, as the Scoia'tael try to slay you 
on the outskirts of Novigrad. 


ITEMS: Diagrams, Cavalry Trousers 


— NOVIGRAD, 


eae 


DANGER ALERT 


fexexe) 


M4) CONTRACT:SEHE APIARIAN PHANTOM 


Locations: Beanston, Honeyfill Meadworks 
Characters: Holofernes Meiersdorf, Bernie, Franklin, Hugo 
Enemies: Drowners, Apiarian Phantom (Hound of the Wild Hunt) 


CALLING ALL BOUNTY HUNTERS, 
TRACKERS, AND WITCHERS! 


| OBJECTIVES: 


| This quest commences when you read a message on a Notice Board in the | 


} settlement of Beanston. You can stumble upon the frazen hive first, but a key is 
| needed to continue. 
es 


Misfortune has befallen the Honeyfil apiary. A phantom has descended upon the 
settlement, destroying the hives and wreaking havoc. f you're reading this in 
Beanston, travel southwest across the sunflower fields and cow pastures, and 
through the stone entrance arch into the idyllic Honeyfill Meadworks 


Hop off your horse and enter the beautiful main structure, a wattle and daub 
mansion of fine craftsmanship, and find Master Meiersdorf with his halfling 
brethren in the grand hall. The diminutive master introduces you to his sons 
(Bernie, Franklin, and Hugo) and says he's been expecting someone like you 

to help him with the phantom. He describes not the entity, but the death of a 
farmhand that looked like frostbite. After bartering your mercenary price up if you 
wish, you're told to follow Holofernes. 


HOUND OF THE HALF-BUILT HOUSE 


Keep pace with 
Holofemes as he scurries 
cout of the mansion, 
passes through the formal 
gardens, and into an 
adjacent field where the 
farmhand was killed. Use 
your Witcher Senses and 
locate the following: 


Dried and blackened 
blood several days old 


Ahive covered in frost. The cold must have killed the bees. 


AAscet of footprints, Follow them roughly westwards towards a nearby lake. The prints 
clisappear into this large puddle 


Work your way to the left, along the bank of the small lake, readying yourself for up 
to six drowners to slay as they rise from the ooze. 


Use your Witcher Senses along the southeast comer of the lake shore to uncover the 
footprints again 


Follow these claw-shaped footprint tracks roughly eastward, toward the entrance of 
‘a basement too tight to enter. It is underneath the half-finished brick structure fallen 
into ruin. 


Run around to the eastem side of the house, and there are steps down to a large 
wooden double door. It is locked. Holofemes appears behind you now, telling you this 
was a home meant for Bernie, but his grandfather ran out of coin betore it was finished. 


THE CHILL OF THE CHASE 


B OBJECTIVES: 


DANGER ALERT 


CONTRACT: THE CR 


Locations: Mercenary Camp, Herbalist’s Hut, Archgriffin’s Eyrie 
Characters: Hans = 
Enemies: Bear, Wolves, Bandits, Opinicus (Archgriffin) 


WANDERING HANS 


I 


|| This quest bogins whon you read a Notice Boar in Oxenfurt requesting your help, 
‘ stumble upon a small Mercenary Camp due east of Oxenfurt, southeast of the 


Locate a small 
Mercenary Camp 

and step through the 
wooden defenses to 
meet the leader, Hans 
of Cidaris. After being 
hired by Radovid, his 
‘crew wander and battle 
for crowns, except the 
King’s late payments 
have made them think twice. They camped here, spotted a strange beast that 
‘snatched cows, and he lost two of his crew. Barter for a better reward if you wish, 
then set out for the wooded ravine south of here, where Hans last saw his men. 


The doors can now be opened, and you enter an earthen cellar filled with icicles, 
The reason becomes obvious as a hound of the Wild Hunt quickly bounds past 
you! Race up the steps, whistling for Roach, and gallop after this icy hound— 
chasing it down on horseback and whacking it with your silver sword before 
dismounting and fighting it to the death while on foot. 


Consult the Bestiary for better battle tactics against this preternatural beast. The 
hound of the Wild Hunt has the following vulnerabilities: 


When you've felled the spiny beast, silt it open to gather some items including a 
trophy to affix to Roach. Ride back into the Honeyfill estate. The family is waiting 
for you close to the house, by the signpost marker. The Melersdort family are more 
than generous with a reward for your job well done. Then the quest concludes. 


Wild Hunt Hound Trophi 


ITEMS: Lesser Red Mutag 
Jar of Honey, Crowns 


SPOILER ALERT XK 


TURE FROM OXENFU RT FORE 


A BIT OF ARMLESS FUN 


E OBJECTIVES: 


WITCHER 
CONTRACTS 
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Set off ina Back away from the 
southeasterly direction, nest, and meditate on 
running into the woods, the grassy foothills 

and possibly disturbing slightly south of the nest 


(head north, and you 
tun into a bandit camp). 
Wait until ater darkness 
descends; a piercing 
shriek and fierce wind 
of lapping wings 
‘announces the arrival of your quarry, a huge feathery fiend named Opinicus. 


a bear. When you reach 
the objective area, use 
your Witcher Senses. 

Discover the following: 


Human remains, 
with claw and bite marks covering them. Armor ripped to shreds, No sign of a 
second corpse. 


* No wai, there's a severed arm on a rocky outcrop nearby. flying monster V2 Getti FRIEPPROMA'GRIFEIN? 
didn’t quite gather everything when it snatched Hans’ men. 
Consult the Bestiary for better battle tactics against this fiercest of all griffins, 


© Head east along the rocky outcrop, finding splashes of blood. This has The has the following vul anties: 


attracted wolves, so prepare to slay a couple of them. 


* Follow the trail of blood uphill slightly, through the woods. Expect at least six x 
more wolves and an alpha male on the prow! around here. me 
A 


The trail ends at a few crows, that have picked the ground clean of evidence. x 
Grapeshot Bomb Hybrid On Aard 


EVIDENCE OF AN ARCHGRIFFIN 


| OBJECTIVES 


END: OPINING AFTER OPINICUS 


| OBJECTIVES 


Step over to the corpse of Opinicus, and slice off some ingredients and a 
trophy to tie to Roach's saddle. Then trot back to the Mercenary Camp, and 
explain your hunting prowess to a suitably impressed Hans, After your reward, 
the quest concludes. 


Listen to the cawing of the ravens (using your Witcher Senses if need be). Head 
east and a little south, uphill while scanning the skies. A murder of ravens are 
circling the rocky outcrop. 


Climb up and onto the eyrie, with the remains of a nest and some leftover body 
parts and a mercenary contract (which you can optionally read, though this W SUBSTANTIALREWARD 
proves Hans’ men were slain), Of more interest are some thin rachides (sparse 
after feathers). They prove you're hunting an archgriffin! Or, if you're approaching” Come tothe nest during the day, before the grifin battle, and you can locate a eter, 
at night, the archgriffin is on its nest, and combat begins immediately! Read it to learn Hans was offered a substantial reward, Mention this to Hans at the 


end of this quest, and expect more coins. 
ITEM: Quest item: Mercenary Contract 


ITEMS: Archgriffin Muta 


Griffin Trophy, Crowns 


DANGERALERT Pots wee — POILER ALERT 
: CONTRAGT: DEADLY DELIGHTS a 


Atemple guard named 

Locations: Canal Bridge (Novigrad], Crippled Kate's, Salma h's f Sergeant Gilbert 

Tommnome, Witschke has a notice to 
Characters: Sergeant Gilbert Witschke, Medic, Brothel Madame, Salma : - Z read, despite it being for 

Litith (Succubus) me the “fellow followers of 
Ltempapnrerts -_* - the flame.” It concerns 
Recommended Item: Axii Delusion Level 3 at “* < several officers of the 
‘guard, who have been 
ravaged to death. For 
some reason, Gilbert 
thinks the party responsible may be female, and anyone abetting this person is 
subject to torture. A short dash east and south through the fish market to the 
canal bridge brings you to Gilbert. Barter for a better payday, then agree to speak 
to the medic who tended to the corpses. 


A MANNER MOST BESTIAL 


| OBJECTIVES 


| OBJECTIVE 


This quest begins when you read a notice 
{ifvired, peer te Knteher in, The medic is tending to matters on the dockside, almost due west of your 
location. Find and speak with him about the dead guards. Choose all your 
{questions to obtain further information; that the bodies had only scratches “from 
their adventures with whores,” that they had dried out, and were dumped in an 
area infamous for brothels. 


SWEET SMELLS AND SORDID STRUMPETS 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Move southwards 
around the docks, over 
the canal, and make 
alleft tum through the 
brick tunnel. A small 
market area is where 
you should begin a 
search using your 
Witcher Senses. Locate 
the following: 


* Achild’s footprints. There is a lot of foot traffic here, so some of It is irrelevant 
to the investigation. 


© Hoofprints. But not from a horse, as there are only two feet. There are guard 
footprints here, too, 


Follow the hoofprints roughly northwards, winding through the alley around 
Crippled Kate's brothel, into an extremely tight side alley with a crate that must 
be destroyed (using Aard). The trail ends at the wooden steps up into the brothel. 


‘Across from the steps in a narrow dead-end alcove is an empty perfume vial, not 
shabby enough for this lowly part of town. There's a scent trail from the perfume 
to follow, but once you speak to the brothel owner. Enter Crippled Kates (the door 
at the end of the hoof trail), speaking to the madame. You can buy, spend time 
with a whore, play Gwent, but you're here to ask about the murdered guards. The 
madame plays evasive, forcing your hand. You can: 


‘© Tell her all clues lead here. She isn’t interested in taking lip from you, and tells 
you to leave. 


* (Axil Delusion Level 3) Ask her for the truth, or threaten to retum with the 
temple guard, She gives you hints to the next area of your investigation. 


BEING FAIR TO SALMA LILITH: 
CONFRONTING A SUCCUBUS 


» OBJECTIVES: 


Step out of Crippled Kate's, and head south following the trail of perfume visible 
to your Witcher Senses, Follow the scent along the winding streets until you 
discover a well-to-do townsman in a state of distress, leaning against a building, 
He indicates he’s been inside the house, but appears to have been charmed 

by a succubus! 


Locations: Novigrad, Kingfisher Inn, Moldavie Residence 
Characters: Count Kurt Dysart 
Enemies: Therazane (Earth Elementat) 


CAVEAT EMPTOR 


P OBJECTIVES: 


This devilish creature 
is hiding out inside 

the wattle and daub 
structure, and getting 
in can be a challenge. 
Enter via the door on 
the eastern side (ground 
level), just to the south 
of where the befuddled 
man is, Climb the stairs 
to a small landing, pass a resting townsman, and climb the interior ladder to the 
‘roof eaves, Exit via the open doorway to a rickety wooden platform attached to 
the adjacent building. At the end is an exterior wooden ladder to clamber up. 

tt leads into an attic space. Drop through the hole in the floor to reach a move 
lavish bedchamber, with velvet curtains and trays of grapes. This must be the 
boudoir of the succubus you seek. 


Head down the stairs, and gain an audience with Salma Lilith. Beware of her 
disarming ways as you speak to her. You can: 


* Insist on killing her. This begins combat with the succubus in a very 
confined space. 


* Agree that she must leave the city. She's understanding but angry, but plays 
along and hands over a trophy to you, as well as an impressive sword for your 
collection. Then you part ways. 


Hf you decide to fight, consult the Bestiary for better battle tactics against this. | &y 
mistress of seduction. The succubus has the following vulnerabilities: | BE 
=9 

8 


av 


Hybrid Our ‘Quen 


END: NOT MUCH FUSS FOR A SUCCUBUS 


| OBJECTIVE 


‘With the succubus placated, return to the guard that requested your help, back 
at the canal bridge. You explain the fate of the dead guards, and are rewarded for 
your masterful work. Gather your crowns as the quest concludes. 


ITEMS: Swore 


Succubus Mutagen, Succubus Trophy, Crowns 


TWERAZANE (EARTH ELEMENTAL 
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This quest commences when you read a message on Miearch Square Notice Board 
i in Novigrad, outside the Kingfisher La ae 

Anotice entitled "Haunted House” requires a Witcher of unsullied reputation to 
investigate a residence on the outskirts of the city, recently acquired by Count 
Kurt Dysart, who is temporarily residing at the Kingfisher Inn. Its believed the 
place is haunted. Find out more from Kurt himself by entering the Kingfisher Inn 
(off the Town Square) and heading up the stairs in the southeast comer (but not 
the second light of stairs). Head around the stairs to the mezzanine balcony, 
where Kurt is situated. Kurt wants to know the school you belong to. Answer 
‘how you wish—he isn't getting a better offer of help. He tells of an estate east 
of Novigrad, with a keen seller who offloaded the property. He says the place 
shakes all night, and even the floors are said to move. Barter for a better reward, 
before agreeing to find the place, and obtaining a key to gain entry, 


ITEM: Quest ite 


Moldavie Residence Key 


THINGS THAT GO BUMP IN THE CELLAR 


Leave the city of Novigrad, and gallop on horseback almost due eastward, into 
the fertile farmland looking for the Moldavie Residence, close to an orchard and 
small lake. The wind is whipping up a bit as you reach this tumbledown mansion, 
Unlock the door using Kurt's Key, and step into the trembling premises. The 
Whole building is shaking, but a specter would have attacked you already. Time 
for a spot of Witcher sensing. 


Locate the following: 


On the floor is rotten food and a goblet on the table—evidence of an 
inhabitant leaving in a hurry, 


Over in the northeast corner of the next room, atop the stairs down to the 
Cellar, is a pile of scattered salt—a pointless superstition to drive away 
ghosts. Feel free to ransack the chest here for a book. 


Descend the stairs, and uncover a small crack in the old brick and plaster 
wall, Use Aard to make that crack into a sitcher-sized hole. 


Enter the hole, and head into strange ruins underneath the house, which 
haven't been visited for a while. 


Cross the bridge planks to inspect a wooden table with a large magic root on 
it. Asecond table opposite holds an open journal. A quick read of the book 
Via your Quest menu after picking it up reveals elemental magic has been 
practiced here. 


ELEMENTAL, MY DEAR WITCHER 


j OBJECTIVES: 


The archway is sealed, so backtrack to the water, swim east down a partly 
submerged corridor to a wall lever and pull it. The archway blockage rumbles 
out of your way. Once through into the subsequent chamber, you are greeted 
by a large earth elemental encased (but almost free) of its magic bonds. It is 
set to shatter these restraints soon and cause untold havoc. Behind it is a small 
pedestal with a magical cone-shaped lock. Use Aard to knock the lock out of 
alignment, freeing the immense rock beast known as Therazane, Engage! 


READ’ 


Consult the Bestiary for better battle tactics against this incredibly tough earth 
elemental. It has the following vulnerabilities: 


Dimeritium Bomb Elementa Olt 


END: AFTER THERAZANE GOES TO PIECES 


P OBJECTIVES 


After a hard fought struggle, Therazane topples over, allowing you to segment a 
number of ingredients, as well as a trophy to add to Roach's saddle. Then Fast 
Travel or ride back to the Kingfisher Inn in Novigrad, explain to Count Kurt that 
your ghost hunt turning into elemental combat, and collect your coinjas the 
quest concludes. 


ITEM: Elemental Trophy, Crowns 


SPOILER ALERT X 


DANGER ALERT 


T: AN ELUSIVE THIEF 


By the circular sentry turret are large paw marks. Follow the trail up past the 


Converging Quests: Main Quest: Bloody Baron (page 71) horse drinking fountsin, and up, southwerd towards the onte. 


Locations: Novigrad, Tretogor Gate, Doppler’s Moat House 
Sylvester Amello, Janne (Doppler) 


By a standing guard, stoop to find some loot the imp dropped. 


Look up and around the large stone wall, and view scampering prints across 
the ivy and towards the portcullis. 


Look across to the opposite side of the arch, and the top of the stone 
bridge—the marks disappear as the creature dropped down into the moat. 


Climb over the bridge wall and (carefully) slide down the rocky embankment 
to the edge of the moat below. The trail picks up near here. 


The paw marks change to footprints. How odd, Follow them to an open door 
and enter the house at moat level 


Inside the structure is a note to read. Use your Witcher Senses if you can't easily 
see it. Access your Quest Items menu and read the letter, It provides some 
incriminating evidence from “Louis” admonishing "Janne" about taking the form 
of a giant black cat for her pilfering activities, Ah, you're dealing with a doppler. 


ITEM: Quest hort Letter 


THE DOPPLER EFFECT 
{ OBJECTIVES: ; 


AN IMP-ERFECTION IN MARKET SECURITY 


» OBJECTIVES: 


WITCHER 
CONTRACTS 


Make a thorough inspection of the doppler's house, using your Witcher Senses. At 
‘the top of the first flight of steps is a chest with some scattered clothing next to it. 


* This is a woman's blouse, a man’s shirt, and child's shoes, but only one bed, 


This quest starts when you read a message on a Notice Board on the north side of The scent of lavender now. 


| Hierarch Square in Novigrad. ; 

———— — Follow this scent down the stairs, out of the building, and roughly eastward until 
There's a particularly you reach a group of townsfolk conversing close to the dyeing pools, A Redanian 
bold imp that's taken guard catches your eye. Speak to him. You wonder (aloud) why the guard is on 
to thieveing near the such friendly terms with an elf. The elf attempts to cover the conversation by 
city gates, according reacting with shock at the “racism” the guard is uttering, and then quickly departs. 
to a missive marked Now the guard tries to continue the act, which continues until you cal it out for 
“Contract: Imp.” It being a doppler. A moment later, it changes to the form of a peasant, and flees. 
hasn't harmed any 


Check your minimap as you give chase to the fleeing shapechanger. Head left 
(northwest), following the doppler back towards and then along the moat, before 
it tums right, heading under a large wooden bridge span, This Is the earliest 
opportunity to grab it. Instead of surrendering, the doppler transforms into a 
familiar face—yours! 


humans, but is causing 
a great deal of damage, 
so Sylvester Amelio has 
decreed a hefty (and tax-free) reward be given to anyone capturing the nuisance. 
Be sure it is between dawn and dusk during daylight hours, and head to the 
small circular market just inside the Tretogor Gate. 


Speak to Styvester, asking what it looked like (a mean, fat cat) and what it stole 
(bread, fish, and apples). Barter for a better reward if you like, then begin an 
inspection of the market. 


IMPISH ACROBATICS 


| OBJECTIVES: 


A sweep of the market 

is called for, using your 

Witcher Senses. Locate You may be worried about battling yourself, since the doppler uses both the 

the following: Signs and the sword prowess that you have mastered. So press the attack 
Quickly, and it shouldn't take long before you cut into him with enough vigor to 
stop the fight. 
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{ Hang on! Though this cheeky specimen is trying every shapechanging trick under 
| the sun, he isn’t that difficult to overcome (he suffers the same weaknesses as 

| humans in combat). But there are more tricks up his sleeves. Consult the Bestiary 
| for further information on imps and dopplers. 


END: ON GOOD FORM 


DANGE 


fexexexey 


: Brean Hotsch, Lumberjack 
Enemies: Nekkers, Wolves, Kernun [Leshen} 


is quest starts when you uncover a message on the Notice Board at the Cunny of 
the Goose Inn, or you start destroying leshen totems in the woods. The optimal path | 
j is the former, and shown below. 


Just south of Novigrad is an infamous inn with a delightful name. Approach the 
Notice Board outside, and read the message entitled “Devil in the Woods.” It 
appears Brean Hotsch has tracked the local woods, and found them home to 
cruel evil of some kind. Strapping dwarven loggers were hired to harvest the 
lumber there, but only one returned, babbling about a monster. Enter the lakeside 
inn, and find the Brean the halfling propping up the bar. Barter with him for a 
better price if you wish, then agree to find the witness to the woodland horror. 


The doppler surrenders, and you may elect to banish the doppler in one of 
two ways: 


© Either finish it off, taking the trophy afterwards. 


© Or order it to leave Novigrad for good. It agrees, and hands a token of its 
gratitude (some crowns and a diagram), 


After the doppler promises to leave, retrace your steps back to the marketplace, 
and inform Sylvester that this was a special type of imp. One that won't be 
diminishing the fish and apple supply any time soon, ff you let the doppler go, 
Sylvestor only offers you half the reward. No trophy. No full payment. After the 
reward, the quest concludes. 


ITEM: Dopy 


Trophy, Diagram, Crowns 


SPOILER ALERT X 


‘Scour the inn for a 
pipe-smoking dwarf in 
a. comer. Be warmed, 
you may have to listen 
to some bards as you 
cross the premises, The 
lumberjack seems half- 
cut, but valiantly explains 
how his mates lost their 
lives in a vicious attack 


THE WRONG KIND OF WILDLIFE 


L OBJE 


Travel mostly west, and a little north, towards the forested region of this part of 
Velen, and trek into the woods to reach a small cluster of structures. The easiest 
route is along the river bank with Novigrad's walls on the north side, to the right 
of you. Dismount, and begin to inspect the yard. Locate the following, using your 
Witcher Senses: 


* Deep ruts where loggers’ wagons stopped. 


+ Follow the wagon tracks roughly westwards from the bulldings along a 
winding wood trail close to the water, then into the woods where intermittent 
nekker attacks may occur. Fend at least three off 


Eventually, you reach 
an abandoned wagon. 
There was a fight here 
between two dwarves 
‘and something. 

big. Use your Witcher 
Senses to uncover 
further evidence: 


‘© Opposite the wagon 
is evidence of a 
wounded dwarf trying to flee, while bleeding heavily. There is a rock close by 
with claw marks—the monster must have been enraged and strong. 


© Follow the blood trail to a dead dwarf with deep wounds on his back, who 
bled to death. 


* Follow the footprints to a nearby campfire, where a second dead dwarf lies, 
strangled by roots from the earth. 


After all these discoveries, you realize this is the work of a leshen. You must find 
its totem, and destroy it to lure it out. 


TRACKING AND WAITING Wf DONT FAGCEADASHING FROMIA'LESHEN! 


Prior to dismantling Kernun's totem, itis vital you understand how leshens attack, | 
and their devastating command of nature. Consult the Bestiary, the leshen has the 


following vulnerabilities: 
A | 
Dimeritium Bo Retict Oi Joni J 


END: AFTER KERNUN’S COLLAPSE 


| OBJECTIVES 


You felled this mighty woodland spirit, and can gather ingredients from its 
corpse, as well as its skull as a trophy, which looks rather stylish tied to Roach’s 
saddle. Gallop back to The Cunny of the Goose, inform Brean of a job well done, 
and receive a reward to match. The quest then concludes. 


Inspect your World Map, and four possible totem locations appear, All are easily 
found, but only one is necessary to reach. Some are false leads, such as a 
murder of crows that aren’t the leshen’s, Expect wolves to face as your search 
continues. You're looking for a skull-topped bone weaving at the base of an old 
ak tree. Conjure a blast of wind using Aard, and the totem clatters to the soft 
earth. Striding from the dark shadows of the forest is a ten-foot tall, skull-faced 
giant. Prepare to battle Kernun, Lord of the Wood! 


ITEMS: Leshen Mut 


Trophy, Crowns 


WITCHER 
CONTRACTS 


DANGERALERT _ = ia SPOILER ALERT 3X 
CONTRACT: THE OXENFU 


Unpin the notice that reads “Monster in Oxenfurt,” and read some fancy 

Locations: Gxenturt, Oxenturt Port; Oxvetur’ Fen, prose from the Commander of the Oxenfurt City Regiment, who requests (nay, 
The Alchemy Tavern, River Hut — commands) you to devote yourself to tracking and slaying a monster within 

i these city walls Litte else is revealed, so head to the dockside and approach 
Enemies: Gael (Katakan} Nikolas Friedman, a Redanian officer. He reveals that a beast has been targeting 
Recommended Item: 120 Crowns, Axil Delusion Level 3 Jone victims, attacking them, and abandoned their corpses in the gutters about 

town. Barter for a better price if you wish, then request to see the sawbones who 

autopsied the victims. There's also a survivor. A woman staying at the tavern. 


E OBJECTIVES: 


Further south from the 
Redanian officer, along 
the sandy dockside is a 
small hut-like morgue 
where the medic is 
working. Speak with 
him, and he tells you 

he hasn't completed 
the autopsies, since the 
victims were simply 
drunks and beggars. Bring out your forceful voice, and he hands over the morgue 
key, and tells you to take a look yourself. 


HAVEN'T THE TIME TO CLEAN GUTTERS F 


CTIVES:_ 


——————————— Inside are two corpses. Use your Witcher Senses when examining 


‘There are fang marks on a neck, evidence of dragging over cobblestones. 


‘© There are vampire bites and the strong stench of alcohol 
Now you have more evidence, itis worth heading to the scene of the crime itself. 


OBJECTIVES: 


This quest begins in the town of Oxenfurt, when you read the Notice Board close to 
| Oxenfurt Port, or nearby. 
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Head into the center 

of town, to the square 
where The Alchemy 
Tavern is located. Use 
this entrance, as the 
rear door \s locked. 
Once inside, locate the 
weeping woman by the 
bar. Though she might 
have been a victim of 
the beast, her requests for drinks and coin make her a suspect witness. You can: 


* (30 Crowns) Give her some coin for a drink. 
© (Axil Delusion Level 3) Tell her she’s fine without alcohol, 


Or, you can leave and return with some funds (or the necessary Axil Level). Either 
option results in some of the least helpful evidence you've uncovered in your 
investigations. Something called her name, grabbed the hem of her skirt, and 
‘she pulled away. However, you do learn the site where the crime took place. 


DRUNK OFF YOUR ASS ON CHEAP WINE 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Just outside the tavern is a thoroughfare where a few drunks are staggering or 
sitting about. Near to the stone archway is a worn bracelet, which is easy to spot 
with your Witcher Senses. A fondness for jewelry and the wounds on the corpses 
suggests a katakan. Head back inside the tavern, searching for the innkeep 
behind the bar near the female victim 


# (60 Crowns) Order a drink, and continue to gurgle down cheap wine. 


Atter darkness falls, 
stagger out of the 
tavern singing an 
‘unmentionable drinking 
song, and wander about 
the objective area. The 
katakan doesn’t hear 
you. Move to the second 
objective area, and sing 
the second part of the 
song. Still nothing. 
DANGER ALERT 


Locations: Glory Gate, Portside Gate, Castle Drahim 
Characters: Helma 
Enemies: White Lady (Luzi, Noonwraith) 


Move your staggering towards the third objective area—into an alley between well- 
appointed houses further up the street. A rasping low voice announces that it seeks 
to drink your blood. You've summoned Gael, a ruthless vampiric menace. Slay him! 


TRACKING THE HIGHTAILING 
HIGHER VAMPIRE 


| OBJECTIVES 


Gaining an audience with Gael is tricky—it charges and pushes you to the ground 
before fleeing. Follow the path to the objective area, across the town square heading 
northwards to a river hut. You can “see” the movements Gael is making, This allows 
you to reach the structure. Climb the ladder by the alleyway to gain access to the 
balcony and drop down into the building where final combat commences. 


iy A’KATAKAN 


IOWNTITUDE 


Consult the Bestiary for better battle tactics against this higher vampire, The katakan 
has the following vulnerabilities: 


BHA 


Devil's Puffball 


‘Moon Dust Bomb Vampire O11 Yrden Igni 


END: A TASTE FOR BLOOD AND WINE 


Inspect Gaels corpse, looting the necessary items to unlock the hut door, and 
escape. Bring the vampire trophy back to Nikolas Friedman, who is only a few 
moments dash away to the north. Explain that a higher vampire was active in the 
city, and claim your just reward, as the quest concludes. 


ITEMS: Lesser Blue Mutagen, Key to Katakan Lair. 


Katakan Trophy, Crowns 


SPOILER ALERT 


CONTRACT: THE WHITE 


THE NOT-SO MERRY WIDOW 


| OBJECTIVES: 


‘This quest commences after reading a notice on the board in the cluster of buildings 
|| between the Portside and Glory Gates, just south of Novigrad’s walls. Or, you can find 
I bodies and clues at Castle Drahim and start there. The optimal path is the former, 


Take pity on the poor 
peasants of Farcomers, 
as the fields nearby 
are haunted by a 
wraith appearing as 

a forlorn maid. ttis 
keeping the villagers 
from harvesting their 
crops, so the villagers 
have gathered together 
enough gold to pay someone to rid them of this evil. Helma is at the tanning rack 
outside her cottage on the south side of the settlement. 


She tells you of Micko—a band of drunkards who attempted to “plough” the * Itwas dragged here by ghouls, but it wasn't their kill. The skin is unnaturally 
White Lady. Their corpses stil iter the fields. Ask where the White Lady has pale. This must be a noonwraith! 
been seen (close to a tower), then barter fora better reward if you wish. 


This foe is cunning, and must be summoned by finding something that belonged 

to her. Return to Helma back at the settlement, and inform her of this fact. She 
LUZI, SUFFER NO MORE cs knows the phantom by name (Luzi) whose parents swore her to an elderly smith 
from the city. Heartbroken, she ran into the fields and slashed her wrists with a 
silver dagger. She hands it over. 


Summon Roach and canter off past the hay stacks and over the rolling hills 
towards a stone tower roughly south of the settlement. Once through the 
orchard, enter the objective area and dismount as you reach a small campfire 
littered with the bodies of Micko and his men. Use your Witcher Senses and 
uncover the following: 


Return to the campfire where Micko's men lie rotting and approach the flames. 
After dropping the dagger into the fire, you wait fora frightening, rotting visage 


* Acorpse that was given quite a scare before he died. to appear—a mournful but vengeful specter. Time to dance! 

* Acluster of beer bottles—some hard-headed men died here 

© One of the bodies is dried to a crisp, with burn marks, Ud DON'T SUGGUMBTO'SPIRITS! 

‘+ Another is pallid, but without blood loss. This isn’t a vampire. Consult the Bestiary for better battle tactics against restless spirit. The noonwraith | 
has the following vulnerabilities: 


* You expected to see another body, but there are uneven footprints. Someone 
fleeing blindly. 


AI 


Dimerttive Bomb ‘Moon Dust Bomb Spoctre Olt Yrden 


* A few steps away is a pile of hay with old dried blood staining it. But there is 
singeing that is fresh, and vibrates your medallion. 


DANCE OF THE WHITE LADY 


END: AFTER LAYING LUZI TO REST 


OBJECTIVES: 


” ) OBJECTIVES. 


Continue to track the 
footprints as they wind 
around to the northeast, 
up the hill towards the 
Yooming ruins of Drahim 
Castle, The footprints 
end on the battlements, 
and a large pool of 
blood, which leads down 
into the castle cellar. 
Head down the rickety wooden stairs, discover the last body, and check it over: 


After Luzi the White Lady finishes her final wail, inspect the tattered remains and 
gather evidence of your kill. Tie it to Roach, ride back to Helma, and receive your 
just reward, as the quest concludes. 


ITEMS: Noonwraith Mutagen, Essence of Wraith, Spi 
Noonwraith Trophy, Crowns 


SKELLIGE 


Location: Fyresdal [Ard Skettig) 
Characters: Vagr, Askel and Nilas, Karli, M 
Enemies: The Dragon of Fyresdal (Forktail) 


A TERROR STRAIGHT FROM THE 
SKJALDS’ TALES 


ECTIVES: 


| 


| Find the Notice Board in the southern harbor village of Fyresdal (Ard Skellig), or find 


| the remains of a cow in the fields north of the settlement, to begin this quest. 
| The optimal path is discussed in this section. 


HE DRAGON OF FYRISDAL (FORKTAHL 
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Gadzooks! It seems a 
fearsome dragon has 
infested the lands about 
Fyresdal, and the notice 
reads like a fanciful 
tale. A winged serpent, 
massive in scale, with 
a fabled treasure to be 
claimed by the hero to 
vanquishes it. Vagn the 
village elder has further information. Find him by the jarl's longhouse near the 
signpost. Barter for a higher reward if you wish, then ask about those the dragon 
killed —Askel and Nilas. You can view their wounds in their home at the northern 
end of the village. 


BROTHERS GRIM 


| OBJECTIVES 


The mother of the two 
sons lying in readiness 
for funeral rites is close 
by, in a house across 
from Vagr's location. 
‘Speak to her as she 
tends to the bodies of 
Askel and Nilas, You 
can ask about where 
the bodies were found 
(na glade past the river), You can also look at the corpses of the two men, after 
‘asking permission. Use your Witcher Senses—there are claw and bite marks but 
no fire damage. 


A SHEEP IN SHEEP'S CLOTHING 


OBJECTIVES _ 


‘Travel north out of the village, heading towards a junction in the road. Just past 
is the corpse of a cow: Use your Witcher Senses to see that this dragon wasn't 
very strong if it just tore the cow up and left it here. On a nearby rock is cow's 
blood. Follow the trail of it across the field, heading roughly toward the river, and 
inspect the corpse of a dog, which was dropped from high up. You peer up at an 
‘overgrown siege tower, now the nest of a forktail. Time to rustle up some bait 


DANGER ALERT 


Locations: Svortag (Spikeroog), Cave of Melusine 
Characters: Kevan, Britt, Nils 
Enemies: Sirens, Drowners, Melusine (Ekhidna or Siren) 


SEARCHING FOR A THOROUGHBRED 
SKIRT-CHASER 


| OBJECTIVES: 


| 


‘This quest is accessible during your exploration of the Isles of Skellige. When 
}\ exploring the small isle of Spikeroog, visit the Notice Board in the port village of 
1 svorlag to start this quest, or stumble upon the ekhidna cave (and Nils). The optimal 


| path is the former, detailed in this section. : 
ocieueenendisiinaranacsnsiocsiaiaaiiinhaieaa? 


E OBJECTIVE: 


Back at Vagn’s 
longhouse, speak to 
him about finding an 
unseasoned sheep. 

He has one, but it's 

a bit mangy. And it's 
difficult to herd, You 
appear back at the road 
junction with Mia, a 
sheep with the listening 
instincts and controllability of a one-wheeled wagon, Try the following: 


© Use Axil to guide the sheep 
© Approaching it from the left if you want to herd it to the right, and vice versa. 


© Back up when you reach the siege tower, after leading the sheep to the 
vicinity of the dead dog, 


The forktail then swoops in once you're at least 20 yards away, so back up 
to begin combat with this flying beast. Then prepare to clip the wings of this 
powerful forktall, and slay this pretend dragon! 


YA DON'PLENTHISPIGHT DR 


Consult the Bestiary to thoroughly prepare for this large forktall confronation, 
The flying beast has the following vulnerabilities: 


Oraconid O11 Aard 


iden Oriole Grapeshot Bomb 


END: LYIN’ TO VAGN 


E OBJECTIVES 


Cut the head off this forktail, and return to Vagr. Feel free to lie to him when he 
asks about the fearsome nature of the creature. If he believes you slew a dragon, 
you receive your full reward. If not, he cuts the reward appropriately. Then the 
quest concludes. 


ITEMS: Forktail Mutagen, Forktail Trophy, Crowns 


Hf CONTRACT HERE COM ES THE GROOM 


Apinned note entitled 
Nils’ Disappearance” 
requests information on 
a groomsman named 
Nils, who has vanished 
from the village. His 
bethrothed (Britt) is out 
of her mind with worry, 
and Britt's brother has 
requested help. Find 
Kevan by the ocean shore fishing hut. He tells you his sister saw a beast carry 
Nils off. Others reckon he's done a runner, since Britt isn’t easy to be around, and 
Nils had a wandering eye. Barter to increase the reward if you wish, then agree 
to speak with Britt. 


OBJECTIVE: 


Dash north along the shoreline, climbing the grassy hill overlooking Svorlag, and 
you soon spot the forlorn Britt standing atop the cliff. She's a weepy sort, but 
does mention a "shadow of great wings” taking her beloved into a nearby cave. 


THE MAD AND DANGEROUS DEPTHS 


) OBJECTIVES: 


Journey south via the 
wildemess pathway that winds 
past the Old Watchtower, and 
down to the southern shore, Or 
journey by boat. You're looking 
for a cave opening guarded 

by a gaggle of sirens. Slay at 
least three before entering the 
cave system. 


cll 


The place stinks of carrion, so prepare for combat with six drowners as you 
progress down the initial tunnel. This widens into a waterlogged chamber, where 
‘a towering primitive altar to the deity Melusine catches your eye (especially if 
you use Witcher Senses). Turn and head down the southeast tunnel. 


Locate the following 

© Odd scales on the altar. 

Siren tracks from a particularly large specimen. 
* Scales showing an odd coloration for a siren. 


DANGER ALERT 


Y \pue/ 


Converging Quests: Main Quest--Destination Skellige 

| Locations: Blandare (Ard Skeltig), Miners’ Camp, Wham-a-Wham's Cave 
Characters: Gjarr, Wham-a-Wham (Rock Troll) 

| Enemies: White Wolves, Cyclops 

| Bestiary Reference: [(LINKI] 


SERIOUS TROUBLE FOR THE SILVER 
ORE SCAVENGERS 


F OBJECTIVES: 


Follow the tunnel, 
pausing only to climb 
the right-side ledges 
and leap to find a 
treasure chest if you 
wish, Back in the 
tunnel, turn the corner 
to face a great fissure. 
It seems the old cult of 
Melusine that used to 
congregate here prayed to an ancient ekhidna. 


The trail in the giant fissure cavern picks up again, as you pass some floating 
barrels ripe for an Igni explosion. Detonate them if you wish, as three more 
drowners appear to thwart you. Follow the tracks to ledges on the south side of 
‘the chamber, leading to exterior cliffs. Crouch down and examine the corpse of a 
rman lying face down. itis Nils. He's been dropped from a great height. 


Something screeches overhead. Britt wasn't lying. Face the mighty Melusine 
in combat! 


IP ANE YOUR FORESERN COMBAT WITH MELUSINE? 


Consult the Bestiary for better battle tactics against this flying banshee, The ekhidna 
thas the following vulnerabilities: 


Grapeshot Bomd Mybrid Olt Igo Aard 


END: AFTER CLIPPING THE WINGS OF MELUSINE 


OBJECTIVES: 


After slicing sections of Melusine to satisfy Kevan's curiosity, journey back to him 
and explain what happened to Nils. He hopes you might tell Britt, which you can 
accept or refuse. Choose the former, and she is on the clifftop. Tell her, and she 
vows to be true to him for the rest of her days. She also hands over a reward for 
believing her (which you can accept or refuse). The quest then concludes. 


ITEMS: Lock of Lamia Hair, Ekhidna Mutagen, Ekhidna Trophy, Crowns 


POILER ALERT 


PCONTRACT: M MISs ING MINERS 
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OBJECTIVE 


oo === 


J) This Quest is accessible during your exploration of the isles of Skellie. Begin 
by chacking out the notice board in the village of Blandare, on Ard Skellig, or by 
) stumbling across the Miners’ Camp. Enter the cave, 
vtaeomennene A CHoosing the right 
Pinned to the Blandare notice board is a plea from the village elder. He reiterates a fork in the tunnel to 
warning about some ore miners who went missing in the mountains, and a request for reach the troll's lair. A 
‘someone to determine what became of them. Locate the village elder, on the easter Solitary hermit troll is 
side of Blandare at the top of the hill. Get a recap of his story and barter a price for your sitting and gazing at its 


services if you wish, before agreeing to help and setting off forthe Miners’ Camp, rudimentary cooking 
pot. It announces its 
CRUSHED CORPSES AT THE CAMP name--Wham-a-Wham- 


-and attacks. Defend 
rather than attack and the troll calms down slightly, allowing a conversation (if 
you can call it that) It appears the miners encroached on the trol's territory, 
were asked to leave, refused, and were crushed by Wham-a-Wham. You can: 


* Explain, in rudimentary speak, that if this happens again, you'll kill the troll 
You leave Wham-a-Wham in his cave without engaging in combat, but with a 


Ride across the low foothills of central Ard Skellig, heading roughly northwards Sisaa riven Mronnp acciser va 


(and a little west), using the main road and minor pathways to navigate to the 
Miners’ Camp entrance. A pair of tents pitched on the side of the thoroughfare Threaten, in no uncertain terms, that the troll won't get away with this, and 
Dismount and use your Witcher Senses to locate the following set about defeating this lumbering simpleton. 


* Aset of human footprints leading away from the campfire--they lead off along 
‘a narrow path into the woods to the northwest. 


HOW TO SWISH-A-SWASH-ASW' THAT WHAM-A-WHAM 


* Further along the path lies a corpse. Repel a pack of five white wolves, and Halt! The hardened skin and boulder-sized fists of Wham-a-Wham may cause 
sometimes the clodding might of a cyclops, before inspecting the corpse. Its difficulties in the combat department. So prepare for this fight fully and read up on 
rib cage has been smashed in by a blunt instrument. rock troll combat in the Bestiary on page 744, 


* Nearby are crawl marks--someone shuffled through here with a broken leg. 


END: WHAT KIND 0’ MONSTER SLAYER 


* Continue along the path roughly westwards. Something large felled the 2 
sheared tree stumps near the pond. ARE YE? 


f OBJECTIVE 


After leaving Wham-a-Wham alone, or slaying the rock troll and gathering its 
head for a trophy, retum to Blandare and inform Gjarr of your actions. Your 
reward (and Gjarr’s favorable perception of you) depends on what you decide to 
do. Let the trol live and receive a dressing down and fewer crowns. Kill the troll 
for a higher reward. (Alternately, you can also play dirty, leave the troll alone, get 
his reward, then attack him, and still get full reward from Gjarr.) Either way, the 
quest then concludes. 


‘Search the immediate area for a cave mouth with crushed human bones at its 
threshold. This is the work of a rock troll. 


Characters: Odhen, Olve 
Enemies: Morvudd (Fiend) 


| This quest is accessible after you locate the Notice Board in the port village of 
Rannvaig (western Ard Skellig) and read the message from Odhen there. You can 
Iso find Olve's notice (a young adventurer) too, or simply stumble into Morvudd the 


j Fiend on your travels. The optimal path is the former. : 
ee 
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Odhen of Rannvaig hasn't seen his son Olve since he went off seeking 
adventure. He offers both payment and prayers to Freya if you'll help find out 
what happened to his boy. Travel to the shoreline longhouse and find Odhen 
moping outside. He explains the lad left with some no-good rogues from Faroe 
and they went exploring the ruins of the fortress east of here. Olve is wearing a 
yellow tunic, so you can't miss him. 


OFF-GUARD, THEN EN GARDE! 


| OBJECTIVES: 


‘Summon Roach, gallop uphill in a roughly southeasterly direction. Continue 
up the path through the wooded hillside, onto the heath, and across to the 
derelict castle, 


Dismount and enter the overgrown courtyard surrounded by the ruined walls, 
Around one second later, you realize this is the easiest contract investigation 
you've ever done. 


You stumble into the lair of a huge fiend, This is highly dangerous specimen 
named Morvudd, with unique markings and a frighteful temperament: Let battle 
commence! 


KOC DANGER ALERT 


Locations: Kaer Trolde Harbor (Ard Skellig), Kjerag Cliffs 
Characters: Bjorg, Rurik, Tove 

Enemies: Drowners, Abaya (Water Hag) 

Recommended Item: Formula: Drowner Pheromones 


SOLVING A DROWNER PROBLEM WITH A 
SILVER SWORD 


| OBJECTIVES: 


TBEFIE FOOD! 


Ud 
More haste and less speed! Before entering the castle threshold, it is most advisable 
to read up on the best ways to slay fiends, courtesy of the Bestiary chapter of this 

fair tome. The fiend has the following vulnerabilities: | 


Samum Bomb Rolict O11 


When the fiend is badly wounded, it spits and blinds you temporarily. When you 

can see again, it has vanished. On the castle grounds is a corpse—only the 

entrails were eaten. Find the huge hoof prints to gather that the fiend moved - 
southward. Follow the tracks across the stone bridge and the river to the east, 

Search the ruined settlement where the beast's nest is—it rears up and attacks 

again. This time you need to finish it off! Afterwards, you can check the corpse 

with the yellow tunic the fiend was storing for later. Alas, it is Olve, 


END: AFTER MORVUDD'S MASSACRE 


OBJECTIVES: 


WITCHER 
CONTRACTS 


Once the mighty Morvudd topples to the ground, cut the fiend up into two sets 

of ingredients and a trophy head to proudly display on Roach’s saddle. Now ride 
back to Odhen, with mixed news regarding his son (dead), and the fiend you slew 
(also dead), gather your reward, and conclude this quest. 


ITEMS: Fiend Dung, Fiend Mutagen, Fiend’s Eye, Fiend Trophy, Crowns 


IRE D'YAEBLEN 


- —— H 


This quest is available at the Notice Board close to the wharf of Kaer Trolde Harbor in| 
| Ard Skellig. Read the notice to commence this quest. 


Bjorg the master 
oatbuilder has a task 
for you. According 

to a notice, the 

muire d'yaeblen 

{or “drowners”) in 
Kaer Trolde bay are 
multiplying and have 
grown so fierce, they 
are encroaching on 
travellers leaving the harbor. Speak to Bjorn by the boatyard, and he explains 
the drowners are meaner than those on the Continent. Rurik (Bjorn's apprentice) 
and Tove (widow of a man Killed by drowners) have seen the feraciousness first- 
hand, Barter a price for your services if you wish, then begin to search { 
or witnesses. 


| OBJECTIVE: 


Close to Bjorg is Rurik the boatwright's apprentice, He tells you of the time him 
and his cousin were gathering crab traps off the Kjerag Cliffs, and the dreaded 
muire d'yaeblen flipped over his boat and drowned his companion. 
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‘Along the dockside is Tove, a Skellige woman tending to a tanning rack. After her 
son was lost, her husband donned his coat and went looking for the boy along 
the cliffs. He never came home, and was found with deep claw marks all over 
his corpse. 


IN SEARCH OF THE SEAFIENDS 
OBJECTIVE: a “ 


There are two coastal locations that appear on your World Map, both part of the 
Kjerag Cliffs that protrude on Ard Skellig’s western side. Study them carefully 
‘and rush to the nearer one. 


The nearer one is due west of Kaer Trolde, and easily accessible if you travel the 
path uphill. Yu may also wish to make the joumey by boat. When you reach a 
‘small rocky harbor, here is a huge swarm of drowned dad to contend with (or flee 
from). Afterwards, the stench of the drowners is palpable, and can be followed to 
the second location 


The second location is southward, farther down the coast. Even though you can 
Teach the location by land, it is easier to take a boat or swim there. When you 
arrive, there is litle but the pounding of waves on the rocks. The stench cloud 
hits the water, forcing you to dive down in a roughly easterly direction. Swim into 
a subterranean cave entrance, and follow a trail of footprints using your Witcher 
Senses. Surface shortly afterward in a long and tight tunnel 


p OBJECT 


The delightful odor 

of slime and rotting 
flesh fills your nostris 
Head deeper into the 
tunnel, and inspect a 
Junction chamber with 
a left or right tunnel to 
head down, Locate 
the following: 


Right tunnel: Just 
inside the entrance is a pelvis, scratched up with long, wide claw marks. 


Right tunnel: Some bloated and scattered bodies litter the rest of the tunnel. 
This tunnel leads back outside, so return to the other tunnel area. 


Left tunnel: A cavern with six drowned dead to sever in a whirl of bloody 
blades. Watch the poison cloud when you're fighting. Use Igni or bombs to 
light it and severely damage the drowners shrouded in it 


Left tunnel: A side tunnel slope to the east has an animal carcass and 
scattered bodies. 


Enter the chamber of broken boats. Corpses litter the area, but some are 
untouched. They appear to be saved for later, which is odd for a drowner. One 
of the dead has bruises on his neck and a crushed larynx. It seems you aren't 
dealing with a drower here as much as a water hag. 


PERFUME FOR THE LADY 


| OBJECTIVE: 


The hideous hag in 
these parts won't 
reveal herself if you 
don't camouflage your 
soent, so prepare a 
potion accordingly 

You automatically 
obtain the formulae for 
drowner pheromones. 
Combine the following 
ingredients with your alchemy knowledge to concoct this potion: 


Puffball | i) 


Dwarven Spirit i) 
Drowner Brain 0) | 
Sewant Mushrooms 0) 


OBJECTIVE 


iy GAWTHERINGINGREDIENTS 


‘Do you want to know more about where to find these ingredients, or the formula? 
‘The puffball and sewant mushrooms grow in this cave, The drowner brain is 
obviously pulled from the drowners you've slain. Buy some dwarven spirit from Kaer 
‘Morhen (The New Port inn, for example), You can also find these items in this cave, 
{in case you're unprepared, 


rowner Pheromones 


ITEM: Magic Item: 


Afterward, select the completed potion from the Alchemy menu, and place It in 
‘the Potions slot on your person. Head back into the chamber of broken boats, 
‘and the flabby fiend soon appears, Prepare for combat with Abaya the water hag 
and up to six drowned dead! 


Y Ai 


MORE THAN'MUIRE'D YAEBLEN DOV 


HERE 


Aside from the alchemy potion you need to face Abaya the watery bint, consult 
the Bestiary for better battle tactics. The water hag has the following vulnerabilities: 


Seu A 


‘Northern Wind Bomb —_‘Necrophage lI Quen ton! 


END: NO MUIRE PROBLEMS 


E OBJECTIVE: 


When the grotesque mess of matted hair and lumpy body parts fas into the 
fetid water, brandish a knife and cut her head off as a trophy. Then head to the 
tunnel fork, bear left (east) and exit back into the ocean. Swim to the shore or 
your boat, return to Kaer Trolde Harbor, and obtain your reward from Bjorg as the 
quest concludes. 


ITEMS: Water Hag Mutagen, Water Hag Trophy, Crowns 


SPOILER ALERT XX 


od 


CONTRACT: THE PHANTOM OF ELDBERG r 


Ttis a rough trek north 
toward the three small 
masses of rock that 
make up Eldberg Isle. 
They are connected 

by ruined bridges, and 
the going is slow if you 
venture from the road. 
Navigate past flapping 
ekhidra foes and the 
rotting wreckage of longships run aground. Look for the remains of a bridge to 
climb up, then onto the remains of a road. Run northward, jumping any gaps to 
you need to. Navigate onto the second Island, facing down any drowned dead 
and dagr you wish, before reaching the most northern isle of all, Or, you can sail 
here, which is a little easier. 


This isn't your average mist. Slow down a little, relying more on your minimap as 
you follow the winding path past a bilge hag attack and up onto the heath. Amid 
the fog are faint green lights hanging from the ethereal rags of wraiths, Face 
two of them, before you reach a lonely longhouse. The residence of Mikkjal the 
keeper. Begin a search using your Witcher Senses. Locate the following 


© Accorpse by the drystone wall that almost managed to find cover. 


‘© The front door of the longhouse. Knock on it, and you enter, discovering that Pid 

Mikkjal is stil alive. 33 

STENT (WRAITH Eg 

; Mikkjal explains that the wraiths and fog appeared from nowhere. One of the 56 

wraiths knew him by name and seemed to control the mists, Obtain the key 

GUESTS ARE NOT WELCOME from Mikkjal. Optionally search the lighthouse to find a letter proving Mikkjal was 
OBJECTIVES responsible for extinguishing the lighthouse, and caused the ships to wreck. 
a a > 2 

ITEM: Q Key 


| OBJECTIVES 


This quest is accessible after you find the Notice Board by the longhouse in 
northwest Arinbjorn (Ard Skellig), 


Venture back out into the mist and follow the precarious path north. Slow down to 
tackle two wraiths, since running from them may cause you to be overwhelmed 
by the four harpies along the path. Slay these feathered foes, and two more 
wraiths before the mist clears and you reach the base of the lighthouse. Locate 
the following using your Witcher Senses: 


Apparently if a note 
marked "The Phantom 
of Eldberg” is to be 
believed, a dreaded 
wraith has sprung up 
on the isle of Eldberg, 
covering the rugged 
island in a thick 
blanket of fog and 
snuffing the light from 
the lighthouse. Jorund of Arinbjorn will pay from his own gold if this spirit is 
driven off, Enter the longhouse next to the Notice Board, and you're stopped by 
two inhospitable fellows (Kori and Kraki) who don't like foreigners, Before the 
situation bolls over, an older man steps in shoos them away. This is Jorund, son 


* Asset of glyphs daubed onto the lighthouse tower, They are symbols 


of bonding, 
—) 
— 


ltis a curse that keeps 
the specters here. The 
spirit in question hasn't 
appeared to you, and 
you couldn't kill it in 
the mists anyway. So 
head back down to the 
lone longhouse and tell 


mount MikKjal that Penitent 
Over mead and ale, barter a price for your services if you wish, then agree to haunts this island. 
investigate the isle The only way to limit its power is to illuminate the lighthouse, But Mikkjal is no 


warrior, he must be guarded while he sets the fire 
| OBJECTIVE 
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You arrive at the base of the lighthouse, and leave Mikkjal to run to the tower 
while you waylay the penitent leering out of the mists. A named wraith (Penitent) 
begins its assault on you: You can do little but block these attacks. During the 
fight it disappears, summoning some minion wraiths (once before the lighthouse 
is lit, then once afterwards). However, a few moments later Mikkjal's oil does the 
trick, the lighthouse is ablaze, and the mist lifts. Penitent becomes vulnerable to 
your weapons. Slay this specter! 


YA HOW TO'DISPELOQURSED SPECTERS 


{ Consult the Bestiary for better battle tactics against this fou! specter. Once you're 
| able to actually harm it, the Penitent wraith has the following vulnerabilities: 


| 
| 
| ry 
| 


‘Moon Dust Bomb 


Yedeo 


OOOO DANGE 


‘4 
1 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Novigrad Dreaming, Main Quest: The Final 
Trial, Secondary Quest: A Greedy God, Contract: Deadly Delights, 
Contract: The Elusive Thief, Contract: Missing Miners 

Locations: Fyresdal (Ard Skellig) 

Characters: Uggo, son of Olaf 

Enemies: Endriaga, Endriaga Worker, Arachas, Nekkers, Werewolf, Ice 
Troll, Doppler 

Bestiary Reference: Ice Troll (page 744), Godting (page 7471, Doppler 
(page 746), Werewolf (page 722) 


THE ODD FELLOW FROM FAROE 


| OBJECTIVE 


[ 


| This Quest is available during your exploration of the Isles of Skellige, once the DLC 
installed, Begin by checking out the Notice Board in the village of Fyresdal, in 


southern Ard Skellig. : 
ee ee | 


Thore’s some required reading at the Notice Board in Fyresdal, a note with a 
fancy seal pinned to the board is entitled "Witcher Needed!” The note is brief, 
and the writer of the note is busy gabbing to the townsfolk about a beast that 
attacked him and his comrade. Strangely, he refuses help from the town's 
guards. You can optionally ask why he doesn’t want the help of the locals, who 
he Is, and then what this is all about. Oddly, his story about being a trader from 
Faroe seems to be a little frayed around the edges. He mispronounces clan 
ames and monsters (Nekkuks?), but he's happy to pay 280 crowns (more if you 
barter). Agree, and head out towards the site of the attack 


ROCK AND TROLL 


| OBJECTIVES 


It doesn't take long to reach the strewn remains of a wagon, horse, and a 
‘merchant along the main thoroughfare north of Fyresdal. Use your Witcher 
‘Senses to ascertain what happened here: 


* The old horse has gashes in its flanks, but lockjaw too. 


* The fellow merchant from Faroe appears to have died from old age, not the 
claws of a Nekker. 


Once you've studied both bodies, movement at the top of the rocky hill above 
you catches your eye. You narrowly escape being crushed by an enormous 
boulder that barely misses you! That was no accident! 


pic/ WITCHER CONTRACT: S 


END: STRANGER IN A STRANGE LAND 


p OBJECTIVE: 


Penitent is dismissed. After speaking to Mikkjal (ordering him to leave the island 
if you knew he was at fault), head south back to the mainland, and seek out 
Jorund in Arinbjom. 


You inform him of your triumph and are given a just reward. However, as you 
leave, you are met by one of the scallywags that annoyed you in this longhouse 
just before your first meeting with Jorund. This ends in a fight, and Secondary 
Quest: Stranger in a Strange Land (see page 419) begins automatically. 


ITEMS: Essence of Wraith, Wraith Trophy, Crowns 


POILER ALERT XX 


Use your Witcher 
‘Senses to check the 
rocky slope as you 
climb the snowy 
ground; there's a fresh 
furrow where the 
boulder rolled, and once 
at the top, the location 
where the boulder 
started its descent. You 
also notice tracks leading away from the edge of the hill, 


These are clear Nekker tracks. Follow them roughly southeast towards the copse 
of pine trees, and down to a cave entrance. Once you enter the cave, a second 
boulder is cunningly dropped in behind you, trapping you inside! 


The only way is onward, into the cave which opens up into an uneven chamber where 

scuttling Endriaga must be vanquished, Endriaga Workers, and even a bloated Arachas 
‘are lurking here, waiting to devour you. Don't give them the satisfaction. After the battle, 
find the continuation of the tunnel heading up and eastward. 


Continue to follow the tracks, using your Witcher Senses to uncover something strange; 
© A\Nekker's foot hollowed out like a boot! 
© Nearby is a human foot; like that of a child's. 


The tunnel ends at the remains of an old fortress staircase. Clamber into the 
ruins and head upward. The trail ends at the remains of an old jail, Strange then, 
that the walls are daubed in child-like scrawlings, clumsy wall at charting the 
demise of a Witcher that looks a lot like you! Further investigation shows the 
disgusting remains of a Nekker on a table, torn apart by something huge. Clearly, 
group of entities wants you dead. But who are these conspirators? Exit the 
door to the east, leading outside. 


A MERCIFUL RELEASE 


| OBJECTIVE 


The group of oddball 
currently trying to 
have you killed are 
likely to meet under 
cover of darkness, at a 
small Skellige barrow 
northeast of your 
Current position. Engage 
a band of Nekkers as 
you make your way up 
the slope, across the snow to the location itself. Then sit and Meditate, or wait a 
while until night falls, The four protagonists appear on the cliff above you. 


You recognize Ugo, whose shape-shifting reveals him to be a Doppler, With 
him is a rock-throwing troll referring to himself as Poldy. Sitting on the cliff is 

‘a mischievous Godling, next to Uggo. After an initial conversation (answer as 
‘you wish) a hairy Werewolf appears, with a snarl and a vicious temperament to 
match. He mentions one like you slaying his betrothed Addalia. At this point, you 
can interject with the following 


® "I've helped monsters on many occasions.” This leads to End #1. 


+ The other two answers (threatening them or wishing to go your separate ways) 
leads to End #2, 


END #1: GERALT OF RIVIA: 
MONSTER MEDIATOR OF KAER MORHEN 


OBJECTIVE: 


It you're attempting a more diplomatic end to this confrontation, you can reveal 
your past interactions with monsters, and prove you've been compassionate. 
Depending on which Contracts and other quests you have completed, you can 
present the following evidence to the Werewolf about your tendencies to spare 
the lives of non-humans: 


© Salma Lilith: During Contract: Deadly Delights, if you let Salma Lilith go free 
(even though you knew she killed some guardsmen), you can mention this, 


‘© Wham-a-Wham: If you completed Contract: Missing Miners and spared the 
troll that killed the miners, you can add this to your deeds, 


© Trolls living near Kaer Morhen: During Main Quest: The Final Trial, if you 
stopped Lambert from harming the trolls, add this to the list. 


Locations: Larvik (Hindarsfjalt), Hagumban’s Nekker Nest 
Characters: Thorleif, Sverre 
Enemies: Nekkers, Hagumban (Nekker Warrior) 


a 


FEAR NO DEATH? LONG FOR FAME 
IN BALLADS? 


j OBJECTIVES: 


|| This quest is accessible during your exploration of the sles of Skelige. Journey to 
the isle of Hindarsfjall, and find the Notice Board in the port village of Larvik. 


westigate the cave first. The optimal path is the former, and shown below. : 


The Doppler in Novigrad: if you attempted Contract: An Elusive Thief, and 
forwent the bounty in return for letting the Doppler go, mention this. 


. 


‘A deal with Fugas: During Secondary Quest: A Greedy God, if you let the sylvan 
live, your list of monster-saving grows ever-larger. 


Helping a Godling: During Main Quest: Novigrad Dreaming, it you helped Sarah 
stay in her Novigrad home, you make mention of this (as well as helping 
Johnny, which you had to do). 


In order to win the majority of these four foes over, you must have saved at least 
two of the monsters listed previously. You can also change your mind mid-way 
through this explanation, and change to End #2. Assuming you keep your cool, 
only the werewolf climbs down from his perch. Slay him. 


Afterward, the Godling rewards you for keeping your word, even after the “lost 
cause” in their troupe attacked you. Take the following as this quest concludes. 
There is no other reward (as “Uggo” was the Doppler). 


ITEM: Nekker Hide Boots 


END #2: GERALT OF RIVIA: 
BUTCHER OF BLAVIKEN 


The second option, to 
threaten the group or 
mention you'll have 
to defend yourself, is 
met with a mixture 

of fear (the Godling 
flees), apprehension 
(the Doppler seems 
concerned the three of 
them might only just 
defeat you), and derision (the werewolf is proved correct). Aside from the battle 
being much trickier, you receive fewer XP, and no prize other than loot from the 
corpses. Once the Ice Troll, Doppler (who you should treat like a bandit), and 
Werewoll are killed, the quest concludes. There is no other reward (as “Uggo” 
was the Doppler you skewered). 


oa 


WITCHER 
CONTRACTS 


GETTING OUT OF A HAIRY SIT 


‘A moment of your time! Whether you're contemplating a duel with a werewolf, or a 
more problematic massacre of three foes in this grassy arena, be sure to read this 
uide's bestiary for further information on defeating Dopplers (page 746), Ice Trolls, 
(page 744), and Werewolves (page 722). 


SPOILER ALERT 


|) 
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Anotice marked 
“Monster on the High 
Road” piques your 
interest on the Larvik 
Notice Board. It calls 
for a hero. Someone to 
stand up to the ghastly 
creature that has been 
attacking folk on the 
main road to Larvik. 
Thorlef, son of Bear Haugs, has set aside a reward for such a fellow. He's found 
sitting outside his longhouse on the southwestern side of the village. Pry for 
further information about the creature, and he mentions that Sverre mustered a 
crew, but only four came back. Barter a price for your services if you wish, before 
agreeing to the task, and asking for the location of the four survivors. 


Travel to the northern part ofthe village, to a longhouse close to a tree where 
Sverre is standing with a fellow warrior. They are discussing the enemies who 
ambushed them—a tactic they weren't sure such base creatures were capable 
of. Ask Sverre about the attack. You receive a description of the foes, and where 
the attack took place. 


FINDING THE NEST OF A 
SUBTERRANEAN PEST 


OBJECTIVES: 


Set off on foot or by horse, travelling northwest along the main road from Larvik 
to Lofoten. It isn’t long before you reach the remains of a cart on a grassy 
ditch, near the hillside barrows. Utilize your Witcher Senses, and explore the 
immediate area. 


Locate the following: 
* The remains of a corpse near the wagon. The victim torn to pieces. 


© Across the road are pieces of a victim. The beast must have dragged the 
shredded body into the woods, 


* Adjacent are nekker tracks—ooks like a big one. A rare occurrence for this creature, 


(exexexsy 
wi 


DANGER ALERT 


Locations: Trading Post, Venin Rocks (Unmarked), locaste’s Lair (Unmarked) 
Characters: Count Borhis di Satvaress, Crinfrid Reavers, locaste 
Enemies: locaste 


This Quest is accessible during Blood and Wine Main Quest: The Beast of Toussaint, 
Or at any time afterward. The quest begins once you read the notice marked 


i “Contract for a Witcher/Witchers: Caravan Escort,” which can be found on all Notice 
| Boards in Beauclair. 


| \B W/CONTRACT: MUTUAL OF B FAUCLAIR'S WIL 


Follow the tracks roughly northeast. It is only a few steps up a hill to reach a 
cave mouth—the likely spot for the nekkers’ nest. 


OBJECTIVES: 


Drop down into the cave. The tunnels filed wit poison, so you are wise to watch your air supply 
vile holding your breath before you explore. Slay the single nekker atthe small pillar room 
before continuing eastwards down the tunnel. Dispatch two more nekkers at a second pillar 
‘oom. This toxin seems to protec their nest, but disperses as you reach a ledge overlooking the 
main nest itsel 


‘Drop down into the nest and slowly edge forward until four nekkers appear. Immediately slice 
them up, which angers the pack leader enough for him to make an appearance, This evolved, 
Sentient nekker warrior named Hagumban is no push-over, Prepare for combat, and beware of up 
to three additional waves of nekkers appearing, summoned by their leader, as combat continues. 


Wf ANNIMIL 


Consult the Bestiary for better battle tactics against these waves of homunculi. 
The nekker warrior has the following vulnerabilities: 


Northern Wind Bomb Ogroia oul 


TINGAYNEKKERNEST 


END: BACK TO LARVIK WITH HAGUMBAN’S HEAD 


With Hagumban dead, search his still-twitching corpse for a couple of 
ingredients, and gather his head to tastefully display on your horse. Proudly ride 
back into Larvik, and speak with Thorleif about your victory. He's duly impressed, 
rewards you with crowns, and the quest concludes, 


ITEMS: Nekker Blood, Nekker Eye, Nek\ rior Muta 


jekker Warrior Trophy, Crowns 


Venom Extra 


4 
KINGDOM | 


The Beauclair Coopers’ 
Guild is looking for 

an escort to help a 
merchant convoy 
navigate an area 
threatened by a beast 
known as the "Great 
White Terror”. Gallop 
northward, toward the 
Trading Post deep in 
the Vedette Valley. When you arrive, it appears by the ruined tents and wanton 
carnage, that you're just a litle too late to help the guild members, whose 
remains can be seen scattered about the forest clearing 


ca ae 


| OBJECTIVE 


Finding out exactly what happened here requires a thorough inspection of the PATH #1: THE REAL WH ITE TERROR 


area using your Witcher Senses. Areas of importance include: 
‘© Fresh blood; this attack was recent. 
‘© Signs of a fight with paw prints just in one spot, an attack from the air? 


* Aposter note regarding the “danger zone” of the White Terror, which you're 
apparently trespassing into. 


© Amerchant bled to death after being struck by a big beast, with claw marks 
and a throat ripped open. 


You surmise this was an attack from a Draconid, but not a variety you've 
encountered before. After your surmation, you're interrupted by a man of fancy 
ways and means, who has implicit knowledge of this attack; this is Count Borhis 
di Salvaress; the man responsible for posting the signs of the “White Terror” 
around Toussaint, and a true (bordering on insane) animal lover. He has put his 
mind to saving the “last surviving basilisk” (mainly, it seems, because the beast 


is.a subspecies of his dynastic symbol) You can ask him about paying off the The Count is 

families ofthe victims, whether he's sticking to his story, and who exactly he is. understandably furious, 

When you ask where the beast is, he refuses to help, as you'll just kill itt and threatens to tell 
all the herbalists 

E OBJECTIVES : hand alchemists he 

y RPL — knows about you, so 

their wares become 
prohibitively expensive. 
After ignoring the Count, 

The investigation continues. Using your Witcher Senses, look for further the Reavers want to 

evidence, such as: know how you'l tackle 

+ Basilisk scales onthe ground. The beast is sensitive to fie; afact the Count ‘2 Kil 

readily confirms. 
«Strange burn marks on a log; it looks lke the beast spits highly toxic venom, 
© Busted barrels indicate tannin was inside (used to treat leather). Do you want them to run at the beast with their weapons, or stand back and use 


cl while do hacking? 
Now you have two scents (the venom and the tannin) to sniff out, you can follow _*asshows wile you do the hacking! 


‘a meandering trail, with the Count accompanying you to see no harm comes to‘ # Request crossbows, and the forthcoming air battle becomes slightly easier 
his “pet.” While he follows you, he will mention a suspicion he has. According beast is quickly downed, allowing you to concentrate mainly on close combat. 
to him, the merchants scent their goods on purpose, to use the beast for the = 

destruction of their goods in order to ask for later compensation. Head farther 
into the woods until you reach a patch of long grass. Examine it, as the odor 
has dispersed, the Basilisk must be high in the sky. Follow the trail of blood 
marks roughly westward until you pick up the trail again, and finally discover 
the crumpled remains of the second victim. The poor fellow seems to have been 
dropped here, but why? Search the corpse for a note, which you can optionally 
read, Reading the note gives you a hint that the Count’s suspicion may be true 


the 


‘© Request “taking it on together,” and the forthcoming ground battle becomes, 
slightly easier once you drop the beast from the sky, allowing you to concentrate 
on striking the beast from the air before backing up the Reavers. 


HOW TO IMMOLATE 10¢ 


‘Stop! Is the airborne terror proving too much trouble for you and your Reaver 
friends? Then prepare for this fight fully, and read up on Silver Basilisk combat in the 


Bestiary on 723, 
ITEM: Coopers’ Guild contract = 


A THE SILVER BASILISKIOGASTEYVUENERABILITIES 


Golden Oriole Draconié Olt Aard Joni 


THEY CALL US THE REAVERS 


| OBJECTIVE 


Continue west, following the scent until you hear sounds, not of the basilisk, but 
Voices. Head out into the undulating expanse of grass and loose scree known 
as Venin Rocks, and discover a small group of heavily-tattooed chaps scouting 
the area. You recognize them as Reavers from your past adventures long ago 

in Crinfrid, When they ask who you are, answer as you wish; either way you're 
recognized from your time with Bohot, Kennet, and Desbrut. And Newboy, 
too, You're welcomed warmly, as your prowess with a blade is well-known, 

and splitting up the duties for the forthcoming basilisk slaughter looks to be 
a sound plan. tL 


Naturally, at this point, Count Borhis shows up, demanding that you refrain from 
slaying the last living specimen of a near extinct species. To get all of you to 
listen, he offers to pay everyone to leave his basilisk alone. An important decision 
is now made: 

The Beast needs to die: Path 1 i now begins. A few days after you killed locaste, the Count will show up at her nest during the 


ar day, where he put up a gravestone for the dead beast. The destroyed merchant's 
D> The Becton ie not exbe hited Pate nem bogies. ‘camp will be rebuilt, and you will have access to an armorer there. 


Once the battle is over, you leave the Count to weep over his pet, and divide the 
spoils, while taking some crowns from the Reavers for doing your part. Don't 
forget to loot the basilisk corpse for items and a trophy, as this quest concludes, 


| Te Siver Basilisk Trophy can be sod, or placed on Roach, Thgives you a 1% chance 
* to dismember, and 1% bonus experience from monsters, humans, and nonhumans, 
bonus gold, and chance to find additional herbs, 
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PATH #2: OUT FOR THE COUNT 


You decide to forgo combat against such a rare species of draconid, much to 
the surprise of the Reavers. They aren't too concerned, as they receive payment 
anyway, and leave. The Count is a man of his word, and offers you funds for 
keeping locaste alive. Optionally request further crowns if you wish. The quest 
concludes with the Count worrying where his beloved creature has fled to 


DANGER ALERT 


Locations: Chuchote Cave, Astre Castle Ruins, Francollarts 
Characters: Count Beledal, Bodyguards, Lector 
Enemies: Bears, Panthers, Giant Centipedes, Peacocks 


WANTED: THE WHITE WOLF 


| OBJECTIVE 


|, This Quest is accessible during Blood and Wine Main Quest: The Beast of Toussaint, 

or at any time afterward, The quest begins once you read the notice marked 

+) “Wanted: The White Wolt”, which can be found on every Notice Board in Beauclair. 

|! You can also stumble upon this quest while adventuring along the road by the 

i ‘entrance to Chuchote Cave, j 


On the edge of the 
Sanseretour Valley and 
the Gorgon Foothils is 
the main thoroughfare 
running south of Castel 
Ravello Vineyard. As 
you approach a small 
cave mouth on a hillock 
along the north side 

of the road, you'll find 
Count Beledal and his two bodyguards poring over a map. When you speak to 
him, the Count greets you warmly; he's a big fan of your work, and has a “rather 
extraordinary proposition” for you. He wants you to act as an exploration guide 
on a mission to “preserve” the wildlife in these parts. Optionally ask the Count 

to tell you more about himself, before requesting what exactly the job entails 
The bodyguards make mention of his daughter Clarissa, though the Count seems 
feticent to talk about her, except that she looks forward to receiving a souvenir 
when the Count returns home. 


You and the Count are to admire the local flora and fauna, while Beledal 
“preserves” it using a strange device called a parestisomach. Think of it as a 
movable, wearable megascope that captures moments and transforms them into 
illusions, which the Count then paints. You can agree to the job to continue this 
quest, or optionally bargain for a better rate beforehand. 


CONTRACT: BIGIGAME HUNTER 


As you asked the Count to take better security measures, three guard posts will 
be built around the area, with some soldiers that warn passing folk about the 
issue. The Count himself can be found near the nest on a small hill, where he 
observes locaste, flying over her territory. 


ITEM: Crowns (350 + 50) 


SPOILERALERT 


After you agree, you're given a local hunter's map pinpointing some habitats the 
Count is interested in. 


ITEM: Count Beledal’s Map 


DOW OF 


THE COUNT 


The Count is paying for protection as well as a tour guide, Wandering into the 
habitats of panthers and giant centipedes can be attempted in either order, 
Remember the Count’s overriding request: no bloodshed. You aren't killing these 
beasts; just observing them! Your behavior during the safari and your treatment of 
the Count's request will be reflected in the outcome of the quest. 


PETTING THE BIG CATS 


» OBJECTIVES: 


Begin your tour by heading west along the main road to Astre Castle Ruins, but 
veer off to the left (southwest), and follow the shallow valley stream until you 
reach the panthers’ investigative area, With your Witcher Senses, listen for sound 
pulses coming from the lightly wooded glade ahead of you, and slowly move 
forward until you're faced with some grunting and panting; a bear is roaming 
these woods (this is the first circular investigation area). The Count isn't eager to 
face one, so move on, You can: 


* Atdistance, before the Bear sees you, retreat in the opposite direction, so you 
aren't seen. This is the Count's preference. 


Or, you can kill the bear, either by ignoring the Count’s pleas, or by getting 
too close and having the bear charge you. Either incurs the Count's wrath 
Don't do this when the actual beasts the Count wants to see are encountered! 
Should you run into him by accident, you can still run away and disengage 
from combat 


Head roughly south, watching for red sound pulses, until you encounter a small 
herd of deer. Though the Count is pleasantly surprised, he's here for the big 
cats, so tum and creep roughly westward, toward a large oak tree, and around 
to some low exposed rocks along a faint hunter's trail. There are two panthers 
here, a mother and cub. But what's this?! The mother seems incapacitated in a 
poacher's trap! 


p OBJECTIVES: 


Use your Witcher Senses to uncover more poacher traps dotted around the vicinity 
of the trapped animal. To avoid the creature turning violent, use Axil to calm it, 
then open the trap to free it while the Count uses his parestisomach. Unfortunately, 
the flash from the device upsets the animals, meaning you need to retreat back 

to. trail and leave the animals be. The Count has his memory though! Should you 
free the Panther without calming him firs, it will attack you. However, you can still 
‘save it, by using Axii during the combat. The Panthers will retreat, and the Count 
will be pleased with your work 


ITEM: Odorus peacock feather } 


The feather is coated in suet, and the scent trail allows you to meander through 
the woods and track the flock. The sounds of peacocks grows increasingly loud, 
as the trail ends at a dry stream bed. Around ten birds can be heard close by. 


OBJE 


TIVES: 


MAKING THE EARTH MOVE FOR 
COUNT BELEDAL 


Heading roughly west on a hunter's trail, you and the Count strike up a 
conversation, and while entertaining, you shush him when you pick up a sound 
from the ground. This can occur at either of the four smaller investigation areas 
‘on your mini-map, which show up as soon as you are close enough to the 
formerly shown areas. Follow the sound pulse using your Witcher Senses, which 
leads to a couple of Monster Nests to the northwest. The sound is loud and clear 
here, but the Count is worried that his vantage point isn't good. Oblige him with 
some topographical advice. Of the three possible spots to examine, only the high 
rocks (pictured) to the southwest of the trail are suitable. 


Wait for the count to reach a vantage point of his choosing, after which he hopes 
the birds will splay their tails. Use Axil to achieve this, slowly walking to any 

of the flock before casting the Sign. Beledal is thrilled by the memories he is 
making. That is, until the ground starts to shake. it seems a Giant Centipede has 
followed you! 


| OBJECTIVE 


With the Count safely 
above you, venture 
down to either of the 
nests, and drop a 

bomb down one of 
them, before backing 
away. You aren't here 

to fight the beasts, 80 
backtrack to the hilly 
area on either side of 
the trail, and wait for the Count to finish “preserving” the large, revolting worms 
that writhe out of the ground for a few moments before tunneling back down into 
the earth (providing you don’t coax them into battle). Alternatively, you can also 
throw a bomb from afar onto the nests to destroy them, without having to go 
down into the pit at al 


Bound down to the dry stream bed, and quickly slay this giant beast, using the 
techniques recommended in this guide's Bestiary on page 735. After the fight, 


NOT DOWN F THE COUNT 


if you're not interested in the Count's requests, you can drop a bomb down the monster 
nest before he is situated at the correct vantage point. Even worse, you can start 
slicing atthe Giant Centipedes that appear, or any animal you've been asked to find. 
But the trick to the best payday Is catering to the Count's not-unreasonable requests. 


THE PREENING PEACOCKS 


| OBJECTIVES, 


As an end to this experience, the Count is hopeful to see some mating peacocks, 
though displays of male feathers in courtship dances for this bird finished a 
while back. The Count is still counting on you, as this memory is for his daughter. 
Oblige, and head roughly southwest through the woods, to one of three possible 
investigation areas. Each has a peacock feather to find using your Witcher 
Senses, though you only need to pick up one of them. 


the Count tells you he's had a wonderful adventure, but more than enough 
excitement for the day. 


Back at the camp, the bodyguards are thankful you've kept their master alive. 
While he fetches his coin purse, you can answer them how you wish; but if you 
catch them talking about a “new life” you can ask about it, and the bodyguards 
reveal a twist of cruel fate that befell the count's daughter, even though Beledal 
never mentioned it. You receive a reward based on the number of creatures you 
didn’t slay (aside from that final giant centipede). If you acted on the Count’s 
requests during the tour and behaved properly, he has one further request for 
you. The count is exhibiting his work for some of his friends soon. Would you 
come by? 


No matter your answer you can still venture into the village and visit 
the exhibition. 


EPILOGUE: GERALT THE MUSE 


CTIVE: 


Over in Caroberta Woods Territory, inthe village of Francollarts, the Count is 
throwing a small shindig to show off his most recent works, and providing you 
agreed to go, you can head there at around noon the next day (adventure or 
‘meditate in the mean time). A number of fancy folk are ogling the paintings, which 
seem to be praised as a roaring success. Feel free to examine each of them: 


CONTRACT. EQU 


Locations: Dun Tynne Crossroads, Pinastri's Hermitage (Unmarked), 
Blessure Forest (Unmarked), Dun Tynne Hillside (Unmarkedl, 
Mont Crane Cemetery (Unmarked) 


Characters: Pinestri, Roach, Marcello Cleric 
Enemies: Umbra (Nightmare form), Apparitions 


GO RIGHT TO THE SOURCE, AND ASK 
THE HORSE 


OBJECTIVES: 


This Quest is accessible during Blood and Wine Main Quest: The Beast of Toussaint, 
‘or at any time afterward. The quest begins once you investigate the unmarked 


Gallop to the old stone steps and threshold of a wooded glade by the river, just 
east and a litte north of Dun Tynne Crossroads, and enter Pinastri’s Hermitage. 
Pinastri herself is kneeling near her cow, and seems to be in distress, shouting 
at an unseen spirit to stop tormenting her. She no longer trusts her senses, and 
asks if you're a man. Answer as you wish. She tells you a demon, or wraith, 
haunts her and gives her no rest. 
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The Count is close 
by. Chat to him again 
‘about his sycophants, 
successes at the wine 
trade, and even his 
daughter if you know 
about her condition, after 
which you're presented 
with one of the Count's 
original paintings to 
hang on the walls of Corvo Bianco! This quest now concludes 


ITEM: The White Wolf, By Count Beleds 


INE PHANTOMS 


Ittorments her from the 
trees, but can only be 
seen once she drinks 

a brew. Optionally 

ask her what the 
demon looks like (an 
‘enormous evil horse), 
and more importantly, 
what the brew is, 

made from (graytop, 

a variety of toadstool 
thought extinct) 
Graytop produces some 
powerful side effects, 
revealing the hidden 
and immaterial, but 

the torment persists 
even without the 
hallucinogenic properties 
of the fungus. Agree 

to help rid Pinanstri of 
her demon, bumping 

up the payment if you 
wish (note that she pays 
in potatoes), 


Begin a thorough 
inspection of the 
hermit’s abode, where 
you find the following 
clues using your 
Witcher Senses: 


* Dead moths at the 
foot of the door: 
attracted to some 
ghosts, which could 
mean the hermit’s ravings have an element of truth to them. 


* Parchment on a table, “The Flagellant’s Manifesto”: the hermit is also a 
‘member of this self-harming cult, the Eighth Day Flagellants, Read the 
document if you wish, 


* Graytop fungus on the table; a strong hallucinogen, and thought extinct. 


‘© Drops of blood on the bed pillow, and a trail to the window: The window itself 
is closed tight, so head around outside to the foot of the window, 


* A trail of blood starts at the pillow, and can be followed across the ground to 
@ rose-covered arch. 


Step under the arch, until you surmise that something Is drinking the hermit's 
blood at night. 


ITEM: The Flagetlant’s Manifesto 


Return to Pinastri, optionally ask her about her life as a flagellant, then inform her 
that some kind of wraith is tormenting her. The problem is, you can't exterminate 
the specter if you can't see it. I's agreed that she brews a concoction using 
graytop. Mention the side effects if you want, before agreeing to this dicey plan. 
You can prepare before you drink it, if you wish. 


ITEM: Common Graytop Brew 


You take a swig, and come to a few hours later with the exceptionally potent 
‘smell of clover wafting through your nostrils, and a strange blue haze enveloping 
your vision, Oh, and Roach is speaking to you, 


ROACH WILL GIVE YOU THE ANSWER THAT 
YOU'LL ENDORSE 


Two other spirits are now summoned, astral Apparitions in the form of huge 
panthers! While remembering these are spirits, employ combat techniques you've 
learned when fighting Panthers in these parts. There are always two of these 
shimmering big cats to fight, and each time you slay one, the main vitality bar of 
the spirits is reduced. Keep this up until the bar empties, dismissing the spirits. 


Your wise-cracking steed is speaking your language; it seems the graytop's 
potency is assured. Optionally ask Roach why she sounds so manly, before 
mentioning the effects of this brew. Now you've a chance to chat to your horse, 


you can optionally ask why she always shows up when you whistle; pondering “THIS QNE’LL TALK ‘TIL HER VOICE IS HOARSE 


the fact Roach can cross vast oceans when you call, but still get hung up on the 
tiniest fence. What's that about? Back to the matter at hand (or in this case, at 


hoof): Clues must be found, and Roach has it handled. 


CONTRACTS 


a 


WITCHER 


Take a moment to replenish yourself (as there's a choice that can end in combat 
to make shortly), before stepping up to the gravestone (which Roach Is already 
keen on checking out), optionally taking some Florens and a sword, and then 
reading the inscription. The grave is of a knight around the same age as Pinastri 
Itappears his spirt's became the horse-shaped umbra. Of course, Roach already 
knows this; she's not a donkey. 


‘A stream of thin ectoplasm forms the shape of the knight himself, who quickly 
explains the hermit has denied his peace in the afterlife, and needs Pinastri to 
forgive him. You can ask Marcello's spirit why he appears as a horse, and the link 
to him and the hermit, before asking why the hermit’s forgiveness is needed, He 
tells a tale of a tournament, to where she saw him flog his stallion named Blaze 
to death. He pleads you to absolve him in Blaze’s name. At this point, you can: 


Roach lets you Know she’s spotted some astral hoofprints that even you can't see. Tell him he's “not the one you should ask for forgiveness,” pointing out that 
Roach should decide. He pleads to your horse. At this point, you can ask Roach 
to “forgive him” (which leads to Ending #1), or that this one “doesn't deserve 
You both agree to meet for a summing up. Answer as you wish; Roach has mercy” (which leads to Ending #2). 

this all figured out, if you'll just listen. The “demon” is definitely an umbra, an 
immaterial wraith, and one that's assumed the form of a horse. You ask how 
Roach can be so sure, and she offers some damning evidence; the umbra is 
standing over there, watching you both! ENDING #1: MERCY FOR MARCELLO 


HE’S ALWAYS ON A STEADY COURSE 
| OBJECTIVE am 


* Inspect the dead moths by the cottage, and Roach mentions a smel—death. 


‘@ Tell him “you don't deserve mercy,” and begin Ending #2. 


Leap on Roach, and 
give chase through the 
arch, and into Blessure 
Forest, then the Umbra 
bolts out into the open 
fields and hills. Follow 
her at a fast canter or 
gallop, as Roach takes 
this take to have a 
man-to-horse talk with 
you regarding your riding skills. Keep up the chase as the Umbra gallops up hill 
(Giving Roach a chance to tell a “hilarious” joke), before you both race down the 
Dun Tynne Hillside, and makes a tum turn through a stone arch, and into Mont 
Crane Cemetery, where it melts into thin air. 


Roach tells the knight he did a rotten thing, but horses aren't vengeful and don't 
hold grudges. The knight feels lightness, and fades from view. 
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ENDING #2: RETRIBUTION FOR BLAZE 


| OBJECTIVE: 


You or Roach tell the knight you're not about to forgive him for flogging his horse 
to win a silly tournament. You must now face the Knight's Spirit in combat. 


Related Quests: Secondary Quest: Big Feet to Fitt 
Locations: Ardaiso Quarry, Abandoned Stil (unmarked), Fort Ussar Ruins 
Characters: Foreman Pafnuzio 


Enemies: Ghouls, Rotfiends, Slyzards 


| OBJECTIVE 


This Quest is accessible during Blood and Wine Main Quest: The Beast of Toussaint, 
or at any time afterward. The quest begins once you read the notice marked 

| "Contract: Mysterious Plummeting Cattle.” One such Notice can bé found at 
the Ardaiso Quarry's Notice Board. You can also stumble upon this quest while 

| adventuring in the quarry and finding the quarry foreman, or stumbling across the 

| carcass of the cow itselt, ; 


Assuming you wish to learn the initial story of how a cow fell on a quarry worker 
in the sprawling Ardaiso Quarry over in The Champs Desoles Territory, head 
east, and use the platforms embedded into the rock side. Look in a carvéd-out 
alcove halfway down the quarry on the westem side, where Foreman Pafnuzio is 
pleading with his workers to continue quarrying, but they're talking about their 
dead workmate Emil, crushed to death by a falling cow. Is this a plague like the 
locusts and frogs that fell on Zerrikania? 


Of course it isn’; the Foreman isn’t a superstitious sort, and simply needs his 
men to continue chiseling, You're beckoned over to his lean-to on the lower part 
Of the massive quarry. After explaining his predicament, you can ask the Foreman 
exactly what he's doing here, before questioning whether anyone witnessed the 
accident. Pafnuzio mentions something about a loud “ear-botching boom,” and 
damage to a crane. Agree to look into the matter, optionally bargaining with the 
Foreman for more crowns. 


GAINING ADVANTAGE AGAINST APPARITIONS 


Whoa, there! The Umbra's minions you must fight take the form of panthers, and 
exhibit the same clawing and leaping attacks detailed on page 719 of the Bestiary. 
However, they are specters and therefore Specter Oil is worth coating your blade 
with. The same goes for the Knight's Spirit; use Specter Oil but treat the bout as 

‘a one-on-one with a human-sized foe (albeit one with an extremely long spear to 
dodge around before attacking). 


Y UMBRAVULNERABILITIES 


Specter Oil 


EPILOGUE: SO MANY POTATOES 


Some time later, you return to the hermit, who has also felt the presence lifted, 
and she rewards you. With potatoes. The effects of the brew now start to fade, 
and Roach starts to protest; she has so much more she wants to tell you, though 
the last part is more of a whiny. The quest now concludes. 


ITEM: Potatoes (60) 


ard Mat 


EMIL AND THE COW CARNAGE 


Head to where the 
remains of the cow 
have crushed poor Emil, 
and fight off around four 
Ghouls that are sniffing 
around the corpses. 
Shoo any carrion 
feeding, and begin a 
thorough inspection, 
examining the following: 


(Wounds on the worker's body) Crushed by something heavy with a cracked 
skull, Yep, Emil is dead alright. Necrophages were chewing on him after his 
death, 


(Blunt trauma wounds on the cow) Tissue is crushed in places, indicating the 
ow fell from a great height 


(Bite wounds on the cow) The guts are sliced open, but the lack of blood 
indicates it happened post mortem, There are small tooth marks. 


(Punctures and slashes on the cow) Deep claw wounds and the talon spread 
indicates a draconid, like a wyvern. 


(Cause of accident) When all other inspections are complete, you surmise the 
cow fell when a draconid dropped it; a youngster trying to get the cow back 
to its nest, perhaps. Bad luck, Emil! 


OBJECTIVE 


Now for the crane, 

Tum and face the large 
crane attached to the 
side of the quarry bank, 
and climb up onto the 
top perimeter edge of 
the quarry all the way 
to the grass and rocks 
above the crane itself. 
Then examine a strange 
and bloody dentin the crane support; the draconid must have dropped the cow 
because it was too heavy, lost its balance, and hit the crane while trying to steady 
itself. It must have been wounded. Good; it should be simple to track down, 


TRAIL ENDS HERE. NEST’S UP THERE. 


E OBJECTIVES: 


Tum around and head 
roughly east, away from 
the quarry; a few feet 
away is some barely 
perceptible draconid 
blood. Continue around 
the stone embankment, 
following more 
blotches, southeast 
down the hill of long 
grass and thickets. The beast started bleeding heavily as you reach a path and 
small stream. Across and up a hillock is an abandoned stil, now home to a trio 
of Rotfiends. Once all three have burst open, clamber on the rocks, and inspect 
the distillery. The draconid attacked it recently. There's a large area of damage 
on the ground that glows red; the beast landed on the roof, made a mess, and 
moved on, 


Head roughly southeast and east, following the paw prints of a beast too tired 
to fly. Head down the hill, following the craw! marks to a small area of soggy 
ground and marsh, and examine the area. You kneel down and see a second 
draconid landed here, waited for the first to heal, and they flew off together. Turn 
to look northeast; the smaller draconid was still bleeding and there are blood 
marks along a trail leading uphill 


THE DRACONIDS OF FORT USSAR 


OBJECTIVES: 


WITCHER 
CONTRACTS 


1841] 


You see something large and flapping for a moment, atop the hill. A Slyzard! 
Move along the trail, winding your way up to the nest at the top of the hill, on the 
flat plateau by the ruins of Fort Ussar. You encounter not one, but two Siyzards. 
Use your best wyvern-batting tactics, tallored to thwart these similar threats, 


SLICING AND DIGCING SLYZARDS 


‘Steady yourself, Witcher! Though these draconids may look familiar, they are no 
wyverns! They breathe fire, and with two to slay, you may be puzzled at how to 
‘approach them in battle, So prepare for this fight fully, and read up on Slyzard 
‘combat in the Bestiary on page 724. 


Fe swansea | 
BEA 


Grapeshot Bomb Draconid Olt Aart Quen 


OBJECTIVES: 


Once both Slyzards are dead, feel free to use Igni on the nest and pulverize the | 
eggs, as well as hacking off large pieces of the mother Slyzard to display as @ 
trophy. Return to Ardaiso Quarry, seek out the foreman, and tell him you cleared 
everything up. You're given your reward, and accompany the foreman back to i| 
his workers to let them know they can return to work. Yet the workers are still 1 
not satisfied! They want to know what became of the builders who are putting | 
the giant statue together. They were due back here three days ago! The foreman | 
beckons you away, and explains he too is worried; his men transporting the 

various pieces of a gigantic statue to Lebloda have indeed gone missing. He 

urges you to come see him later, where details shall be divulged. For now, this, 
quest concludes. Secondary Quest: Big Feet to Fill is now accessible. 


ITEMS: Styzard trophy, Crowns (300: q 
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[O-O-O-O) DANGER ALERT 


Related Quests: Master Master Master Master! 

Locations: Flovive, Tufo Vineyard (Unmarked), Marcescent Forest 
(Unmarked) “ 

Characters: Monsieur de Bourbeau, Madame de Bourbeau, Jean-Luc 

Enemies: Kikimore Workers, Kikimore Warrior, Giant Centipedes, 
Monster of Tufo (Shaetmaar) 

Required Items: Sewant Mushrooms 


A TUFO-ONE OFFER 


OBJECTIVE 


This Quest is accessible during Blood and Wine Main Quest: The Beast of Toussaint, 
or at any time afterward, The quest begins once you read the notice marked “The 
+) Monster of Tuto.” One such Notice can be found at the Notice Board in Flovive 

{| (Sansretuour Marsh). You can also stumble upon this quest while adventuring along 


) the road by the Tufo winery estate. : 
a ee 
Ashort distance north 


of the village of Flovive 
in Sansretour Marsh 
territory is the Tufo 
Vineyard, famed for its 
‘superb melon blanc. 
Visit the winery estate 
house, and speak to 
the owner, the haughty 
Monsieur de Bourbeau. 
Immediately his 
pomposity is obvious; 
feel free to call him 
‘out on his method of 
speaking to you, or 
endure it. Either way, 
he has a task for you, 
‘Something Is infesting 
his vineyard, and the 
only signs are noises; 
scratching and shrieks. 
There are no corpses 
either; his workers are 
disappearing without a The Tuto Monster 

trace. Agree to help, bolster your fee if you wish, then ask about the noises (they 
‘come from the cellar) and the missing men (Bourbeau doesn’t remember such 
trivial matters as the name of his help, though his wife would know, when she 
returns back from visiting her mother). As your only lead is the cellar, and the 
noises are heard after dark, that's your next plan. 


ITEM: Key to the Tufo cellar 


) MONSTER 


The locked cellars are 
by the road, on the west 
side of the manor house 
compound. Enter before 
dark, and the cellar is 
Quiet. Meditate until 
after dark, or retum 
after the sun has set, 
and you can begin to 
look around. 


* There's evidence of rats. Not known to kidnap farmhands. 
* Some shattered dishes, probably shaken off a shelf. 


* Apulse of sound, and a rumble under the foundations of the cellar! 


OBJECTIVE 


Head to the 
southeastern corner 
of the cellars to a 
highly suspect area 
of rock wall, and 
break through it with 
a breezy hammering, 
courtesy of Aard. This 
leads to some kind of 
labyrinthine burrow. 
Follow it as it curves around to the left. When you reach a shaft of ight from 
above, stop. There are two paths to investigate: the tunnel continuation, and a 
Jower tunnel passage to your right (drop off the ledge) 


‘© Investigate the continuation of the tunnel first. It curves around and leads to 
a cavern where a trio of Kikimore Workers must be fought, Other than these 
creatures, the area is devoid of evidence, and is a dead-end. Head back up to 
the shaft of light 


* Drop down at the shaft of light to a lower tunnel, To the northwest Is a dead- 
end and a Kikimore to slay so you aren't savaged from behind. Then turn and 
follow the lower tunnel down and around to the left. Deliver death to two more 
Kikimore Workers before you spot a rock ledge on your right with some light 
\ichen staining (as shown in the previous picture). Climb up there in a moment. 
For now, continue down the tight tunnel, dropping two further Kikimore 
workers, and looting some treasure from some bundles at the dead end. 


Climb the rock ledges, and use Aard to blow open a pile of rocks blocking you 
from a cavern ledge. Whatever was making the seismic disturbances is quickly 
leaving this cavern, and you are too late to intercept it. 


E OBJECTIVES: _ 


The cavern widens out, but you are waylaid by four Kikimore Workers and a 
larger Warrior. Slaughter them all, before making some quick examinations using 
your Witcher Senses: 


* The cavern walls show tunneling of something much bigger than a Kikimore; 
something with heavy, wide claws, 


* Aclutch of Kikimore eggs; something has been feeding on them. 


* Aledge and tunnel to the northeast, leading to a nest of Kikimore eggs. Use 
Igni-or Aard, and destroy every single last one of them. There are additional 
eggs to destroy in the northeast corner of the previous cavern where you 
fought the Warrior. 


‘Use your Witcher Senses and examine a large crack in the floor of the nest 
tunnel; it seems the monster you're after lives underground, digs tunnels, 
feeds on Kikimores, and is very big. 


POMPOSITY AND PERFIDY 


Retrace your steps all the way back to the Tufo cellars, where Monsieur 
Bourbeau and his wife are waiting to give you a dressing down. He's surprised 
to learn of the network of burrowing tunnels below his estate, and almost thanks 
‘you for burning all the Kikimore eggs, instead letting his money do the talking. 


ITEM; Crowns (100) 


You turn your attention to Madame Bourbeau, who has knowledge of the missing 
farmhand; more knowledge than Monsieur Bourbeau would be comfortable 
knowing, in fact. She tells you she and Jean-Luc went to examine some 
seedlings, odd noises were heard, Jean-Luc investigated, and never returned. 
Ask where he was seen last, and if he had any distinguishing marks (Madame 
Bourbeau seems to have intimate knowledge of his build and hair), and the 
description gives you something to go on. 


JEAN-LUC OUT OF LUCK 


Alittle farther north 
and west, within the 
estate's vineyards, is a 
basket of stale bread. A 
quick check using your 
Witcher Senses reveals 
a flattened area near 
to the basket where a 
blanket was laid out. A 
bottle of good vintage 
wine is discarded; it seems Jean-Luc was doing more than examining seedlings. 
Allittle farther down the hill are two sets of footprints. 


Start a roughly northwest run down the hill. The first set of prints quickly turns to 
the path on your right. Ignore those, and head farther northwest, examining the 
man's prints and following them into the woods. 


At the edge of woods, 
near a tree stump, is 
evidence of human 
blood. By a second 
tree stump is a piece 
of horned carapace, 
and the start of some 
monster tracks. 


Annearby rock has some straight claw marks perfect for digging. Further into the 
woods are felled trees as if something rolled over them. You have a feeling you're 
dealing with a Shaelmaar. Follow and examine the large deep tracks, passing 
one cave entrance, to a second cave mouth close to Filament Stream. 


THE TECTONIC TERROR 


There are more claw 
marks as you drop 
down into the cave. 
Tum right and head 
roughly south as the 
cavern widens, and 
you encounter two 
Giant Centipedes, lured 
here for some reason. 
Slice them apart before 
continuing, then head farther into the cave. Use your Witcher Senses to “see” 
the Shaelmaar's movements as you wind through a small network of tunnel 
passages. Find the Giant Centipede tunnel that ends with a small cavern with 

a skeleton, and pick up some truly astonishing Grandmaster Ursine diagrams 
(pick them up to start Scavenger Hunt: Master Master Master Master!, see 
page 604 for the full details). Look south from this dead-end out of a hole in the 
wall; there's something in the larger cavern below you. 


2 
g 


ITEMS: Diagram: Grandmaster Ursine Trousers, Diagram: 
Grandmaster Ursine Steel sword, Diagram: Grandmaster 
Ursine Boots, Junod of Bethaven’s journal 


a 


Wind your way, dodging the dead-end tunnels, until you reach the grand cavern 
itself, a cathedral of rock and the Shaelmaar's lair where it drags its victims, In fact, 
some of them are still pretty fresh. 


Now to lure the Shaelmaar here to fight it, a plan involving the brewing of a 
special potion. Head along the southeast side of the cave until you find a nest- 
like alcove with a scattering of dead bodies. One of them Is Jean-Luc; he has 
crushed ribs, cracked skull, and exhibits classic Shaelmaar wounds. Fortunately, 
his blood is fresh enough to concoct bait from. You can also find a silver pendant 
near Jean-Luc’s body, which seems to hold a lock of Madame Bourbeau's hair. 


Later, you can optionally hand this pendant to Madame Bourbeau or Monsieur de 
Bourbeau. Give the pendant to Madame, and she is grateful you kept her secret 
and she rewards you, though you later see her mourning her lost lover. Give the 
pendant to Monsieur and you reveal his wife's secret. He still rewards you, but is 
less than thrilled. 


Access your Alchemy Menu Panel, and open the “Quests” tab. You automatically 
have the formula for Shaelmaar Bait, and now you've siphoned off some of Jean- 
Luc's blood, all you need are sewant mushrooms, which are growing throughout 
this cave complex. Gather three lots of this fungi, and mix up the bait. 


ITEMS: Formula: Shaetmaar Bait, Fresh Human Blood, 
Sewant Mushrooms 


SHAELMAAR BAIT 


Ingredient 


Now spend a few moments preparing for the fight, and spilling drops of the bait 
at the indicated spots on your mini-map, at the five locations around the lait. 
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You hear an earth-shaking noise 

‘as one of the largest and most 
‘aggressive Shaelmaars you've ever 
set your cat eyes on rumbles into 
the cavern, and must be destroyed. 
Don't get stuck in any of the cavern 
alcoves, and use ledges to climb 

up on to gain a brief respite during 
battle. But also remember the 
Shaelmaar uses echo location to find 
you; staying silent is sometimes the best way out of a sticky situation. 


END: BACK TO THE BLOODY-MINDED 
BOURBEAU 


OBJECTIV 


Retum to the Tufo Vineyard, and locate Monsieur Bourbeau (he's usually in the 
cellar, overseeing the sealing of the tunnels). Though you apparently made a 
poor first impression, you ultimately proved your worth, once you explained what 
you killed. Claim the reward, listen as Bourbeau reveals he cares not a jot about 
BLE? Jean-Luc, give him the verbal finger, and conclude this quest. 


ADY TO RI 


‘Atorton, Wiche! This sizable foe is en incredibly cifcult adversary i you're just lf you have the silver pendant, you can choose to give it to either of the interested 
bumbling your way through this contract Learn the very best methods to slay this parties. Give it to Monsieur Bourbeau who realizes his wife was having an affair 
fearsome foe by reading up on Shaelmaars in the Bestiary on page 748. He pays you a small amount of gold and kicks his wife out. Give it to Madame 


Bourbeau and she mourns Jean-Luc’s passing and gives you a reward. 
THE MONSTEROPTUPO VUENERABILITIES 
| 
o Al 
hard 


Samum Bomd Reliet O11 


OOOO DANGERALERT — a SPOILER ALERT XX 
| \paw/ T COLD AS ICE 


: The beast lurks in a cave at the foot of the Gorgon Hills. Set off into the hilly terrain 
Locations: Nilfgaardian Embassy, Grottore’s Grotto (Unmarked) = and soft roadways of this Territory, to the northwest of Beauclair Palace, At this 
i 


Characters: Lady Jaquette, Francols de Goff point, Francois becomes relatively easy to find. You can: 
Enemies: Grottore (Spriggan), Archespore 


* Head to the cave entrance indicated on your mini-map, and the knight saunters 
up behind you, warning you of the beast lurking there. This usually happens if 


A LOAD OF GUFF FROM FRANCOIS DE GOFF you take the long road south from Chuchote Cave, 


* Head to the bluff above the cave entrance, where you find Francois’ camp and 
the knight himself having a quiet doze (pictured). After waking him up, you chat, 
This usually happens if you take the path down from behind the Palace 


Francois seems reticent to fight the fabled Grottore, but he gave his word, Answer 
him as you wish, before he sets off, down the hill, and into the cave entrance, 


|) Tis Quest is accessible during Blood and Wine Main Quest: The Beast of Toussaint,  !NTO THE GROTTO OF GROTTORE 
| Soon time afterwards. The quest begins once you stumble across Jacquette on THE GROTESQUE 


the stone balcony overlooking the docks and lake. 
a | 


OBJECTIVES: 


Lady Jaquette, a well- 
to-do lass Is extremely 
excited to meet your 
acquaintance when 
you find her watching 
the boats from the 
stone balcony just west 
of the Nilfgaardian 
Embassy in Beauclair. 
it seems when Master 
Dandelion tarried 

here, not a day passed 
without him baying a 
ballad that mentioned 
your name. Enough 
gushing; the lady has 
‘a problem concerning 
her betrothed, Francois 
le Goff, who has vowed 
to return with the head 
of a horrid beast they 
Call Grottore, She is 
troubled that her love 
hasn't returned after a Grottore (Spriggan) 

fortnight. Optionally ask more about the Grottore, before agreeing to (and upping 
your fee for) this job. 


Enter Gottore's Grotto, 
two tunnels that link to 
a huge shallow water 
grotto with amazing 
dappled light from 
above. The beast isn't 
here, prompting Francois 
to wonder if they should 
simply leave. But you're 
here to help! Begin by 

| conducting a thorough sweep of the grotto using your Witcher Senses: 


There are five huge blooms of flowers, impressive enough for one to think they 
were in a winter garden. 


‘* Amassive tangle of tree roots and branches, impervious to both Signs and 
swords. A more cunning method of luring Grottore is needed than stabbing his 
tree barricade 


© There's a cradle filled with children's shoes; a grotesque collection when you 
figure out what happened to those that wore them. 


© To the left of the cradle, in the long grass, are bones—the small skull of 
an infant. Close to the rock wall are some sundries and tools taken from 
the victims. 


Grottore is a Spriggan, a powerful Relict that is somewhere in this grotto, 
probably feeding. Time to read the Bestiary entry about this beast; access the 
Bestiary Panel menu and check the “Relicts” section. Apparently, Grottore isn’t a 
big fan of anyone scorching his prize flowers, so start drenching them in Igni fire. 
ttonly takes three burning sets of flowers, and Grottore comes lumbering out of 
his hollow. 


HOT SPRIGGAN. COLD FEET. 
OBJECTIVES: + Ne? 


KOKI? DANGER ALERT 


AW CONTRACTIL 


Locations: Dun Tynne Crossroads, Dun Tyne Hillside (Unmarked) 
Characters: Wine Merchant ae 
Enemies: Giant Centipedes 


‘This Quest is stumbled upon while adventuring along the road by the entrance to the, 
grotto in the Dun Tynne Hiliside. 


In the northwest part 
of Dun Tynne Territory, 
a little southwest of 
Dun Tynne Crossroads, 
is a narrow hillside 

trail overlooking the 
Sansretour River, and 

1 group of workers 
waiting by the entrance 
to.a small grotto. 


Out comes Grottore, the most powerful Spriggan in all of Toussaint! He has root 
tendrils that can choke and stab, summoned Archespores to throw their spittle at 
you and distract you, and a short teleportation to ensure you're never able to cut 
him down quickly. Furthermore, it's imperative that Francois survives this fight, 
or hs betrothed won't be marrying anyone! When you've successfully bombed 
and incinerated Grottore, combat concludes 


SCORCHING SPRIGGANS FOR FUN AND PROFIT 


Hold there, Witcher! This Relict may look dry enough to go up as kindling, but there 
are other methods of defeating this baby-munching horror. Prepare for this fight by 
reading up on Spriggan combat in the Bestiary, on page 749, 


V4 GROTTORE'S*VUUNERABILITIES 
“i A 


After the fight, assuming Francois is alive, he thanks you for aiding him, which 
prompts you to ask why he didn't seek out a less fearsome beast to slay. It 
seems the knight isn’t that keen on marriage, despite a courtship lasting over 
two years! The conversation turns to a slight, as you answer as you wish, and 
Francols remains firm that he must stil find other beasts to slay, if only to delay. 
his nuptials further. f you encourage the knight to return to Jaquette and marry 
her, he will f you don’t, then the knight leaves and Jaquette breaks off the 
engagement. Either way, return to her and she pays your fee. f the Knight falls to 
misfortune, return to Jaquette anyway and let her know the bad news. 


ITEMS: Grottore’s trophy, Crowns (300+) 


POILER ALERT XK 
= HILLSIDE 


Slumped by the entrance Is a wine merchant, who Is rather short with you when 
you recommend he tends to his wounds. He apologizes, explaining “a foulness” 
has made its lair inside the grotto, which he wishes to use for wine storage. 
‘Agree to take a look inside, bargaining a better rate of pay first if you wish 


The grotto consists 
of a couple of grated 
gates, and a large 
storage chamber where 
a Giant Centipede has 
made its home. Slay it, 
before moving into a 
‘second (rear) chamber 
where two further Glant 
Centipedes require 
eradicating. Consult the Bestiary on page 735 if you need assistance slaying 
these huge worms. Optionally look for any loot in the cave, before returning to the 
Wine Merchant, informing him of the good news, and collecting your reward, Wait 
‘two days, retum here, and trade with this merchant, too. 
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ERT 


In the central Sansretour Valley, just west of the Dulcinea Windmill where you 
first fought a giant, is an area known as Rivecalme. A wine merchant has 
fecently purchased a winery and storage cellar at auction, and is currently 
refurbishing it. The issue he’s having is that the place stinks, and there are 
loud, strange sounds coming from inside. Agree to take a look inside for signs 
of monsters, after bargaining up your pay rate if you wish, Then enter the 


STINKS LIKE AN OFIERI LARDER eon Scenes 


OBJECTIVES: MB) Head down the stone 
SSeS S) steps, into a large and 
gloomy cavern where 
three Necrophages are 
prowling about. Expect 
@ at least one Alghoul. 

i Defeat all of them, 


i before climbing up onto 
This Quest is stumbled upon while adventuring along the road by the entrance to the 


the wooden balcony 
ee TO ceernememiiliacniimead platform, and seeking 


out a fourth ghoulish foe in a side chamber. Check the Bestiary on 
page 737 if you require assistance defeating these revolting foes. Loot the 
‘Storehouse if you wish, then return to the Wine Merchant, telling him the place is 
Cleared, and gather your crowns. Wait two days, return here, and you may trade 
with this merchant, who now has an expanded stock. 


Locations: Dutcinea Windmill, Rivecalme (Unmarked), Rivecalme 
‘Storehouse [Unmarked] 

Characters: Wine Merchant 

Enemies: Alghouls, Ghouls 


SPOILER ALERT 


CONTRACT: CHUCHOTE CAVE \ 
On the edge of the Sanseretour Valley and the Gorgon Foothills is the main 


Related Quests: Contract: Big Game Hunter thoroughfare running south of Castel Ravello Vineyard. As you approach a small 
Locations: Chuchote Cave cave mouth on a hillock along the north side of the road, you'll also spot a group of 


Characters: Wine Merchant vintner caravans, and a Wine Merchant beckoning you over. The merchant explains 
Enemies: Arachnomorphs he's neck-deep in trouble; the Chuchote Caves would be prime barrel storage if it 
wasn't plagued by Arachnomorphs. Agree to take care of this infestation, optionally 
NECK-DEEP IN TROUBLE! OF THE bil ahah 
! 
SPIDER KIND! This cave is 
- - reasonably small, and 
OBJECTIVES: #) circular so you can 


maneuver clockwise 
or counterclockwise 
around it, slaying 


around six 
Arachnomorphs 
| (including one or two 
This Quest is stumbled upon while adventuring along the road by the entrance to big ones) as you go. 
{omer Ca Consult the Bestiary entry on page 733 if you're having problems with these 


scuttling beasts, Then optionally check the cave for loot, before returning to the 
Wine Merchant (usually at the cave mouth) to collect your reward. You can trade 
with the merchant, too. 


DANGER ALERT 


aw / 


OILER ALERT 


VINTNERS CONTRACT GRIEFIN-IN-THE-VINES 


a9 Here, a tarp structure and wagon are nestled near a cave entrance, and a Wine 
| Locations: Rioux-Cannes Outpost, Duchaton Crest (Unmarked) 


Characters: Wine Merchant 
| Enemies: Shaelmaar 


Merchant gazes into the cave, hoping you'll rid it of the monsters contained 
within, He doesn’t quite know what's in the place, nicknamed Griffin-in-the- 
Vines. Agree to find out, increasing your pay by bargaining first, if you'd like. 


i 
{This Quest is stumbled upon while adventuring along the trail southeast of the 


lioux-Cannes Outpost. 


Deep in the 
southwestern part of 
the Gorgon Foothills 
Territory, just southeast 
of the Rioux-Cannes 
Outpost (which is 
overrun by Harpies), 
take a trail west from 
Beauclair Palace, to 
an area known as 
Duchaton Crest 


The cave has many twisted tree routes and two small side alcoves to pass by, 
before reaching the first large cavern, which Is strangely empty, save for a wooden 
chair and a few scattered barrels, Head farther into the cave system, roughly 
northwest, and you hear something large grunting in the distance. Move to the 
rear cave, where a Shaelmaar lurks! Check the Bestiary on page 748 if you need 
advice on Killing this lumbering animal. Once it is dispatched, return to the surface 
and collect your reward, 


ITEM: Crowns (200+) 


WITCHER 
CONTRACTS 


POILER ALERT 
i, ond How) VINTNER'S CONTRACT 

\l 5 ¥ 
NY \BaW/ “CLEANING THOSE HARD-TO-REACH PLACES iY 


‘Almost directly due north from Gelenser Farm in Caroberta Woods Territory, but 
found from a trail leading southwest from the bridge to The Champs Desoles 
Territory, is a small merchant camp where workers are complaining of evil 
making its lair in a wine-storing cave. Aside from your noticing the merchant's 
accent indicates he's not a local (he originally hails from Poviss), he seems a 


ASTONE-FACED KILLER trustworthy sort. Agree to investigate the “arse-clenchingly” frightening sounds 


‘coming from within. Bargain him up a bit for your fee, if you wish. 


| Locations: Getenser Farm, Gray Grotto (Unmarked) 
Characters: Wine Merchant 
Enemies: Gargoyles 


[ OBJECTIVES: 


* Kill 


Enter the Gray Grotto, 
peering over the gap 
in the left wall as 

you descend. Leap 


through the gap to the 
upper cavern area, 
i . and prepare to dish 
me Quest is stumbled upon while adventuring along the trail north of Gelenser ssome expert killing 


Barteria or eet stats vows on a plodding 


Gargoyle. There's a 

‘small waterfall, evidence of elven ruins, and a few chests to scavenge from 
Farther into the grotto, you make a second discovery, another Gargoyle to slay. 
Once both are chipped apart (the Bestiary on page 727 has stratagems to 
follow), loot the place, and return to the Wine Merchant for a reward and trading 
opportunities. 


ITEM: Crowns (200+) | 
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FREASURE HUN RS 


OVERVIEW 

When adventuring across the Northern Realm, you should consider taking time to uncover a variety of lost or well-hidden troves of treasure. These are sub-divided 
into two types (all within the “Treasure Hunts” section of your Quest menu); “Treasure Hunts” (involving hidden treasure (and occasionally maps) and “ “Scavenger 
Hunts” (involving the search for Witcher gear diagrams of great importance). There are also other treasure chests to ransack; not related to either of the “tracked” 
Quest types. 


TREASURE HUNTS 

| addition to chests or valuables just found strewn or hidden about you, there are 57 Treasure Hunts. These quick tasks start with you finding a clue, indicating the 
presence of treasure at a predetermined spot. This clue is almost always a note (or occasionally a map) on or near a deceased person, or a chest. There is usually a 
“glittering” indication that there's something worth checking at the location, so loot it! 


‘mn this example (Treasure Munt: Blood Gold), you find a bloodstained key and letter on this 


dead deserter, 


SCAVENGER HUNTS 


When you find the note (or map), always check your Quest Items menu and read 
the parchment; it almost always updates your objectives (and map), and holds 
clue to where the treasure may be found, or to the next part of your hunt. Now 
follow the advice in the guide, searching a (usually nearby) area for the chest 
that the key opens, or the note mentioned. Sometimes the chest is underwater, 
or hidden from prying hands. After the treasure is claimed, the hunt is complete! 


The reward for finding a Treasure Hunt chest is one or more of the following: 


ITEMS: Random diagramis), armor s, valuables, materials, 
and/or coins 


| ‘Are you looking for the treasure chests in the Atlas? Then look for these | 
‘cons, which show the key or “pick up” point, and the chest location 
‘that concludes the quest. 


‘Scavenger Hunts are much more involved quests for treasure of a specific nature. In each Scavenger Hunt, you must locate a number of diagrams of long-lost 
Witcher Gear—armor and weapons that are among the best items that you can craft. It is wise to undertake these quests as soon as possible, unless locations have 


particularly powerful beasts guarding them 


Searching for Witcher gear diagrams can begin in one of two ways: 


1. You can explore the Northern Realms, and stumble across the location of a basic diagram for a piece of Witcher Gear, contained in a treasure chest. 


2.You can explore the Northern Realms, and visit a merchant, trader, armorer or blacksmith, and purchase a set of maps or notes from them, which give clues to 


the whereabouts of particular diagrams. The 
precise vendors to visit are listed at the start 
of each Scavenger Hunt. Once you purchase 
and examine the notes or maps, they reveal 
the location of some of the upgraded gear 
diagrams from a particular Witcher School, 
while also starting the quest to find the basic 
gear too. Specific maps detail between three 
and six enhanced diagrams, so multiple maps 
Of notes are needed to find everything, 


In this example, a visit fo the Quartermaster’s store at Crow's 
arch in Velen allows you to purchase (Ior around 65 crowns) 
the third of Adalbert Kermith’s maps. This unlocks the first part 


of tho Cat Gear Scavenger Hunt (prompting you to tind Bax 
(pear). as weil as hiating at the locations for upgraded gear (in 
this case, all of the Superior Cat Gear). Remember you need 
‘o.fled ai! of the maps, and complete the Scavenger Hurts in 
‘the proper order. 


The actual Scavenger Hunt starts with the retrieval 
of the Basic diagrams for all parts of a particular 
Witcher School's gear. Once you have all the basic 
diagrams, you can start accumulating better versions 
of the basic gear, which are only mentioned in notes 
‘of maps you must purchase from vendors. You need 
to collect these diagrams in a particular order: Basic, 
Enhanced, Superior, and finally Mastercrafted, 


y .e@ Are you looking for the Scavenger Hunt chests in the Atlas? Then look for these loons, which show the chest 


eacarenmacse: yeas locate aida ata 


Oa THEGTIERWLDUNOSRENGEHUNTIIS 


‘Scavenger hunts ae “freeform”. This means that you don't have to complete the search fr Basic oar in any 
particular ode The order you find! the Basic gear is completely upto you, andthe methods shown in this guide re 
‘optional though they are optimal). 4 


'* You can also listen to the conversations of peasants or townsfolk across the land; thay sometimes give hints at 
Jocations to search (though your guide makes this plan unnecessary). 

However, once you've found all the Basic Witcher gear from a particular School (in any order you wish), collecting the 

\ Enhanced, Superior, and Mastercrafted diagrams involves a search as well: 

j-* You must find the upgraded diagrams: Enhanced, Superior, and Mastercratted. 

* You need multiple maps or notes (purchased from multiple vendors) to uncover the whereabouts of all these 
‘upgraded diagrams. 

* However, within the clues given by each map, specific diagrams can be found in any order. This means i's usually 


} 
| 2asiest to visit each vendor, buy ail their maps or notes pertaining to Scavenger Hunts, read them al, and start all 
the Scavenger Hunts at once, 


* There are diagrams for Viper (Serpentine), Griffin, Cat (Feline), Bear (Ursine), and Wolven gear. Of these, the 

‘Scavenger Hunt for Viper gear (consisting of only two swords) does not have upgraded gear. However, there is Viper 
| ‘armor (and gauntlets, boots, and trousers), as well as Venomous Steel and Silver swords that can be gathered in an, 
unmarked quest, as part of the Hearts of Stone Main Quest. Consult that Scavenger Hunt for the specifics, 

‘* The Blood and Wine expansion introduces six additional Scavenger Hunts. The first is a simple introduction to the 
Grand Master armorer Lazare Lafargue of Beauciait. There are five Scavenger Hunts for Grandmaster diagrams. 
from the Griffin, Cat (Feline), Wolt, and Bear (Ursine) Schools, as well as the fabled Manticore School. Coect these 

|| diagrams (withthe exception of the Manticore School parchments) after you've had Mastercrafted armor for each 

For ganar Glcesl leah eg beget 


SCAVENGER HUNT MAPS: A LIST OF VENDORS 
The following table shows you the list of merchants, blacksmiths, and armorers you need to visit in order to gather all the necessary notes or maps to find every 
Witcher Schoo! Diagram. 

GRIFFIN SCHOOL GEAR 
Diagrams to Uniock 


Vendor Type Location Map or Note Type Approxmiate Cost 


vin Glos Fst Map ste sword) esi 
| __ Edwin Great's Second Map ‘ 3 “0 
~lerachSauare Nord ij) | vn rls Third Map| Super Gin Gear a UE (RSs 
Hattori’s Armory (Novigrad City) Edwin Greloff's Fourth Map Mastercrafted Griffin Gear (all) 100 

CAT SCHOOL GEAR 


Vendor Type Location 


| marcha [Bacio os 
Blacksmith Blackbough 
Quartermaster Crow's Perch 
Blacksmith Lindenvale 


Vendor Type Location 


45 
J _ Kar Tot (vd Ske) jim Savi Third er Bear Gea 95 
‘Armorer Kaer Trolde (Ard Skeilig) Ibrahim Savi's Fourth Map ‘Mastercrafted Bear Gear (all) 190 


WOLF SCHOOL GEAR 


Vendor Type Location Map or Note Type 


‘Woll-Preserved Notes by - 
[Maser Halsey oO genre Wer ae aml 
| Blacksmith Undenvale Sel babel 40 
cn be MCT | 
bd | 
60 
Wort and Fade es by mnn| 
Hieronymus on the Witcher Elgar “a sy i 
Armorer Keer Tolde (Ard Sketig) aoe acs eas 7 HenYIUS | astercrated Woven Gear guns, bos, roses) 85 
GRANDMASTER GEAR 


Diagrams to Unlock Approxmiate Cost 


NA | 


OTHER TREASURE TYPES: HIDDEN TREASURE 

There are plenty of other chests hidden n cellars or atop towers throughout the Northern Realms, and these are known as “Hidden Treasure”. These are chests containing one or 
more ofthe following: Coins, gems, diagrams, manuscripts, pages, notes, weapons, armor, equipment, or other items deemed worth your time finding, There is a vast number ot 
these, and you are fortunate that the guide's Atlas flags the location of each one. Aside from the folowing examples, you should check the Atlas maps for al other chests of note. 


HIDDEN TREASURE HIDDEN TREASURE: e HIDDEN TREASURE: 
SMUGGLER'S CACHE SPOILS OF WAR GUARDED TREASURE 


‘Search for a small item or items, sometimes valuable, hidden Usually at a site ofa battle, now possibly pockmarked with the Expect treasure guarded by an enemy or monsters In the 
Inside a chests or bundle, such as these hidden under a bridge. bodies of the fallen: explore the area for valuables, such as vicinity. The type of enemy is listed in the Allas, such as this 
this chest in a sunken rowboat, with Its other section floating _—_—Bilge Hag's Jair In southern Velen. 
‘on the river. 
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HIDDEN TREASURE: 
BETTER CHESTS 


HIDDEN TREASURE: 
RELIC CHESTS 


HIDDEN TREASURE: 
GOOD CHESTS 


FFind extremely valuable relics (armor or weapons) found In 
{this chest (or sometimes on the corpse of an individual), 

‘Such valuables are not always guaranteed, and aro usually 
random, such as this one found inside a locked room in the 


Find more valuable, and better quality random items in this 
‘type of chest, such as this one hidden behind a weakened wall 
(Aard was used to break through) in the Nillgaardian garrison 
{in White Orchard. These chests don't appear on your World 


Find reasonably valuable and random items in this type of 
chest, such as this one hidden on the broken bridge north of 
‘the Niltgaardian garrison in White Orchard. These chests don't 
‘appear on your World Map; only (n this guide's Atlas. 


‘Map; only in this guide's Atlas. 


‘main longhouse (n Freya's Garden, on the isle of Hinderstjal 


Need help pinpointing all these chests? Then compare the location of a chest you're interested in on the Atlas map. Then bring up your World Map, and “Place Custom Marker” on 
the location where this guide says a chest is located. That way it appears on your compass, making it very easy to find! 


TREASURE HUNTS. 
NAME OF TREASURE HUNT PAGE NAME OF TREASURE HUNT 
4 WHITE ORCHARD SKELLIGE 
Deserter Gold 553 Ard Skellig | 
Dirty Funds 553 [inertance = 2s aS 
Temerian Valuables 554 Freya Be Praised! 566 
Family Fortune 567 
An Unfortunate Tun of Events i é 554 Pearts of the Coast 367 
The Things Med Do For Coin. 554 ‘An Skellig | 
Dowy 555 Nifgaardian Treasure 568 
Blood Gold 555 Undvik 
Tough Luck 556 Precious Haut 568 
Lost Goods 556 Ruins, Hidden Treasure, You Know. ‘568 
The Descent Shortcut 569 
Qut of the Frying Pan, Into the Fire 556 ‘Spikeroog 
Hidden trom the World 557 Not Only Eagles Dare 569 
Spitfire Blutf ‘Snidhall Isle 
‘Sunken Treasure 557 Unlucky’ Treasure 569 
‘ACostly Mistake 567 Faroe 
‘Queen Zukeyka's Treasure 558 Hidden in the Depths 570 
A Plea Ignored 568 Ironsides’ Treasure 570 
The Mire The Duchy of Toussaint 
Don’t Play with the Gods 558 {WT The Last Exploits of Selina's Gang ; sit 
The Dead Have No Defense 559 a What Was That About Again? Pal 
Sunken Chest 559 an iGaiawaeie e 
{a Hoe Vat. Fe a we 
a ae {WOT The Black Widow 572 
ere sa WaT The Toussaint Prison Experiment 573 
Battlefield Loot 560 
Gust rT {The Suffereing of Young Francois 573 
QI The Cursed Chapet to 560 ‘Wa But Other Than That, How Did You Enjoy the Play? 573 
WA Dark Legacy 561 ‘Wa The Inconstant Gardener 574 
WaT The Drakenborg Redemption 561 1 Aaplied Escapology ws 
{Wz From Ofier’s Distant Shores 562 (Ua Filbert Always Pays His Debts Sip 
‘Wa The Royal Air Force 563 {WH Waiting for Goe and Doh 575 
{Wa The Secret Life of Count Romilly 564 ‘{G Spoontaneous Profits 576 
{WT A Surprise Inheritance 564 Coin Doesn't Stink 452 
{Uz The Sword, Famine, and Perfidy 565 {WaT Don't Take Candy from a Stranger 454 


UU Tinker, Hunter, Soldier, Spy 565 


SCAVENGER HUNTS 


NAME OF SCAVENGER HUNT PAGE NAME OF SCAVENGER HUNT PAGE 


Viper School Gear 577 Bear School Gear (Mastercrafted) 595 
Viper School Gear (Additional) a7 {GF Wolf Schoo! Gear (Basic) 597 
Griffin Schoo! Gear (Basio) 579 {2 Wott Schoo! Gear (Enhanced) 598 
Gitta Scien! Geer fenhances) sl 1] Wott Schoo! Gear Superior 600 
Griffin Schoo! Gear (Superior) 582 ‘Coy Wolt School Gear 602 
Griffin School Gear (Mastercratted) 563 

‘Sat School Geer (Banc) ney ‘UW Master Master Master Master 604 
Cat School Gear (Enhanced) 887 5 Sees a 
Ct Schoo! Gear (Superior) 589 ear Grondmester Fotme Gear bid 
Cat Schoo! Gear (Mastercratted) 589 {007 Grandmaster Wolven Gear 608 
Bear School Gear (Basic) 591 (WW Grandmaster Ursine Gear 610 
‘Bear School Gear (Enhanced) 593 {© Grandmaster Manticore Gear 611 
Bear School Gear (Superior) 594 


TREASURE HUNTS: WHITEHORCHARD._ 
= Ee SSO “—* 


COC? DANGER ALERT SPOLER ALERT XK ‘ D-OANGER ALERT 


DE ERTE OLD 


Related Quests: Treasure Hunt: Temerian Valuables: Locations: Mill, Deserters' Outpost (Unmarked), 
Locations: Mill, Lookout Camp (Unmarked) Deserters’ Camp (Unmarked) 
Enemies: Wolves, Deserters Enemies: Wolves, Deserters 


TROOP AND TREASURE 
MOVEMENTS REVEALED 


- Around midway between the Mill (to the west) and Cackler Bridge (to the east) 

is a wooded dell where a group of deserters has made a small outpost home, 
That is, until recently as only wolves prow! this rudimentary camp, filled with 
stolen shields and equipment. After dealing with any threats, open the chest on 
the edge of the main tent (use your Witcher Senses to find it) Aside from random 
loot, a set of scrawled notes makes interesting reading. 


From the Mill Signpost, 
gallop in a roughly 
northeast direction, 
across the undulating 
hillside, to a small 
lookout camp atop a hil 
Expect a pack of around 
four wolves to prowl the 
camp. A spy has recently 
been mauled, and his corpse is lying close to a tent and telescope. Feel free to 
inspect him, before prying some notes from the small box at the tent entrance. 


scrawl makes mention 
of treasure hoarded 
nearby. Head eastward, 
and slightly north, 


uphill to an area just 
north of Cackler Bridge 
The notes make ‘As you might expect, 
mention of a hidden the six or so Deserters 
cache. Ride southwest, are well-armed; a 
back down tothe Mil, couple have shields, and there are two archers to deal with 
oe ea After the Deserters have been stopped, i's time to try abit of looting yourselt 
Enter the main tent atop the hil, and ransack it. Aside from the two main bed 
Deserters between 


chests, the smaller chest in the corner (fat right in the picture) holds the random 


the windmill and the 
loot you crave. 


dilapidated cottage 


After combat, head into the cottage, optionally use Aard to remove some 

floorboard clutter, drop into an earthen cellar, and smash open the rickety door 

with Aard. There's a large number of chests in here, though one is locked (and 

only opened during Treasure Hunt: Temerian Valuables). The brown chest to the 

left of the locked one holds the valuables you need to complete this hunt. 553 


554 


YOR) DANGER ALERT 


Related Quests: Treasure Hunt: Deserter Gold 
Locations: Mill, Mitt Bridge (Unmarked) 
Enemies: Drowners, Deserters 


Begin this hunt from 
the Mill signpost, riding 
West toward the rickety 
ow wooden bridge over 
the river. Expect at least 
two Drowners to leap at 
you as you cross to the 
opposite side. Cross the 
bridge to the western 
side, and look for the corpse of a man holding an ornate key. Take it 


TREASURE HUNTS: V LEN (NG PMAN'S 


SPOWLERALERT 


GRAYROCKS: 
AN UNFORTUNATE 
TURN OF EVENT 


ECTIVE: 


On the southern edge 
of Grayrocks territory, 
midway between Devil's 
Pit (to the north) and 
Lurtch (across the river 
to the south), is the 
‘unmarked Fireburst 
Harbor. When you arrive 
at Fireburst Harbor (the 
ut-bullding and small 
docks on the north side of the river, it's a good idea to liberate the area from 
Around five frothing Drowners, 


Once the Nilfgaardians and peasantry are back, follow the rickety pier platform 
east along the river bank to a waterlogged corpse. Pry the following missive from 
the man’s flaccid fingers 


The key opens a chest 
in the water below 
the bridge, where the 
wagon the man was 
driving came a cropper 
Aside from coin and 
some Temerian loot, 
there are some military 
orders to read. 


The orders indicate some lost Temerian treasure is nearby. Ride east, back to 
the Mill, and be ready to engage around six Deserters between the windmill and 
the dilapidated cottage. After combat, head into the cottage, optionally use Aard 
to remove some floorboard clutter, drop into an earthern cellar, and smash open 
the rickety door with Aard. There's a large number of chests in here, though 

one is related to Treasure Hunt: Deserter Gold. The only locked chest holds 

the valuables you're after, mainly Temerian items you can sell for profit and a 
scribbled note to read if you wish, 


E OBJECTIVE 


The note indicates 

a place in the river 
where a shipment of 
valuables sank. Gather 
your crossbow to ward 
off any Drowners while 
you're underwater, and 
swim out to the area of 
interest, south of you in 
the middle of the river, 
‘Among the weeds is a treasure chest to loot 


) DANGER ALERT 


GRAYROCKS 
THE THINGS MEN DO 
FOR COIN. 


‘SPOILER ALERT 


Locations: Border Post, Nekker Istand [Unmarked] 
Enemies: Nekkers 


ATROCITIES ON NEKKER ISLE 


| OBJECTIVE: 


South and a little east of Ursten, and west of Border Post is a marshy river 
Crossing that has seen hideous casualties in the recent conflict. Pick your way 
past the wooden wreckage, and don't rest until a pack of around eight Nekkers 
have joined the massive pile of corpses in the central part of the island. 


Close to the swarm of Nekkers, near the disgusting corpse pile, are the remains 
ofa dwarf under a wooden scaffold. Search him for a key and a note 


‘The dwarf was bleeding heavily before he died, so use your Witcher Senses to 
follow the patches of blood around the bushes toward the large corpse pile and 
fallen wooden defenses, Tucked between the pile and partly concealed under the 
‘cluster of planks Is a small chest to loot. 


DANGER ALERT SPOILERALERT XX 


ZOO 
© —GRAyROCKs: DOwrRY, ©} 


Locations: White Eagle Fort, Gustfields Farm, Basitisk Island (Unmarked) 
Enemies: Basilisk 


A DERANGED MARRIAGE 


| OBJECTIVE 


‘Almost directly north of White Eagle Fort, and due west of Gustfields Farm (in the 
territory of the same name), across the river northwest of Oxenfurt, is a series 

of low-lying swamps (where the skeletal remains of war defenses are slowly 
sinking into the river). The place is known unofficially as Basilisk island, for 
reasons that become abundantly clear when you venture toward the treasure 
location. Prepare to defeat one of these frightening, flying monstrosities! Need 
help? Consult the Bestiary on page 72. 


After the fight, scour the 
shoreline in this area 
for the remains of a 
woman, who is carrying 
the following items of 
interest. The letter is to 
her father, regarding a 
marriage the old man 
wasn't particularly keen 
‘on. Not that it matters 
any more. 


ITEMS: tly bent key, Unsent letter 


| OBJECTIVE 


&. 


Make the best of the situation by finding the treasure the woman was ferrying 
‘away from her father; itis located in the chest on the shore, close to the rowboat, 
only a few feet away. Use your Witcher Senses if it isn't immediately visible. 


Locations: White Eagle Fort, Prospectors’ Camp (Unmarked) 
Enemies: Drowners 


THERE WILL BE BLOOD 


| OBJECTIVE 


Northwest of White Eagle Fort, in the expanse of marsh land to the east of 
Hindhold, are the remains of an old prospectors’ camp. Expect at least eight foes 
as you close in on the shabby and moldly tents and rotting wood huts. A cluster 
of six usually attack as you close in on the remains of a dead deserter. 


The deserter has an interesting letter on his person, revealing his last moments 
‘on the run, Gather all his belongings, including the key. 


E OBJECTIVE 


With your Witcher 
Senses, follow the 
patches of blood 
across the swamp to 
the sagging wooden 
defenses, and a couple 
of barrels shoved 
against some planks. 
Use Aard to destroy the 
barrels, revealing a long 
chest to ransack. 
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DANGER ALERT 


“GRAYROCKS 


SPOILER ALERT XS 


Locations: Devil's Pit, Refugee Wagon (Unmarked) 
Enemies: Foglets 


Midway between Devil's 
Pit (to the northwest) 
and Marauders’ Bridge 
(to the southeast), on 
the rocky trail near a 
couple of small ponds, 
are the remains of a 
refugee wagon, and a 
man slumped by the 
‘ear wheel, Beware 
as you approach and gather a letter from his corpse; a Foglet lurks in the low 
bushes here. Defeat it, before reading the letter. 


ITEM 


| OBJECTIVE 


Though the letter is 
Joyous (the family was 
traveling to stay with 
friends to escape this 
war), their fate was not 
Their horse has been 
slain and partly eaten, 
‘and a few steps away 
is a sorrowful sight, the 
man's wife and child lie 
dead in the grass. The woman has a key on her to take. 


ITEM: Smatt 


The key opens the chest that has slid off the back of the wagon, which contains 
the family's valuables. Gather what you wish. 


GRAYROCK 
LOST GOODS. 


SPOILERALERT XX 


Locations: Ferry Station 
Enemies: Drowners 


“JOIN THE ARMY, THEY SAID. 
YOU'LL KILL NORDLINGS, THEY SAID” 


} OBJECTIVE: 


On the peninsula just 
north of the Ferry 
Station, across the 

river and south from 
Oxenfurt Academy, 
surrounded by thickets 
of larch trees, is the 
body of a Nilfgaardian, 
Rummage around in his 
pockets and secure the 
following notes. Then read them. 


ITEM: Nilfgaardian’s not 


| OBJECTIVE 


The notes paint a picture of a frustrated enlisted soldier's service in the 
Nilfgaardian army. It also references a chest of treasure, which is in the swampy 
area to the east. Bring your best Drowner-culling equipment with you 


There are around half a dozen Drowners to deal with on a small jetty in the 
marshy reeds by the river side. Once they've been culled, find the long wooden 


Chest close to the moored rowboat 
e 


UT OF THE FRYING PAN, 
Na Ke) TH E FIRE 


DANGER ALERT 


THE DESCENT: 


SPOILER ALERT 


Locations: Lurtch, Toderas, Marauders’ Bridge, Mowhurst (Unmarked) 
Enemies: Bandits, Ghouls 


DEAD MAN’S HARVEST 


| OBJECTIVE 


Hfyou view a map of The Descent territory of Velen, and start a reconnoiter in the 
northern part of the area (just south of the river), look in the low hills to the east 
of Lurtch, west of Toderas, and southwest of Marauders’ Bridge for an unmarked 
settlement called Mowhurst. When you arrive, expect both ghoul and bandit 
activity to quell 


Once you've defeated around four to six ghouls and any bandits, make a 
thorough inspection of this razed hamlet. The only intact area (save for a minor 
chest you can open) is this cellar door. Break it open with Aard, descend into the 
tiny root cellar, and loot the following from the corpse on the wooden cot inside. 


ITEMS: Key to treasure chest, Crumpled ni 


Away from the 
commotion at 
Hangman's Alley, on 

the western coast of 
Spitfire Bluff, is the 
sandy shoreline of a 
gulf where smugglers 
‘continue to ferry 

goods under cover of 
darkness, However, as 
the bloated corpse on the beach attests to, not every smuggler is successful, Pry 
alletter from the man’s rotting corpse. 


ITEM: Water-damaged letter 


| OBJECTIVE: _ 


| OBJECTIVE 


The notes tell a grim 
story of war. But 
they also mention 
some hidden loot a 
fellow villager hid in 
a haystack—ust like 
the couple perched 
on the embankment 
overlooking the road 
to the north, Find the 
treasure chest partly-hidden inside, 


"SPOILER ALERT XX 


Li Dive into the waters swimming northward into the gulf. Arm yourself with 


HI D DE N! F ROM IH TH E WORLD ‘a crossbow as there are a couple of Drowners you may need to tussle with 


underwater. 


‘TREASURE 
HUNTS 


: When you've reached the area of interest, use your Witcher Senses and then dive 
Locations: Marauders’ Bridge, Bandit Camp (Unmarked) down to find the sunken remains of the smuggler's boat. Close to a large carved 
Enemies: Bandits seashell is a long wooden chest containing the treasure you're here for 


MAKING OUT LIKE A BANDIT FOU aera __ SPOWER ALERT XX 
: : SPITFIRE BLUFF: 
A COSTLY MISTAKE 


In the northeast part of 
The Descent, just off 
the road to the east of 
Marauder's Bridge (with 
Oxenfurt visible in the 
distance to the east) is a 
tiny camp with a trio of 
small-minded Bandits 
Practice your sword- 
wielding on them. Once 
all three are defeated, search their corpses as one is holding a letter. Further away from the commotion at Hangman’s Alley, on the western coast of 
Spitfire Bluff, is the shoreline of smugglers’ gulf. Ride westward along the road 
a, 01) 2107127 Aly, passing an old beach cottage, unt you reach an area 
of sand banks and a scattering of boats that have run aground, and are slowly 
. — rotting away, Repel any nearby Drowners before inspecting the corpses of 
p OBJECTIVE: peuaay f) smugglers near a rowboat. One has a note to read. 


3 ITEM: Smuggler’s notes 


The letter indicates the presence of treasure nearby. Cross the road heading 
south to a low hill and small rocky copse of trees. ‘OBJECTIVE 


Locations: Hangman’s Alley, Smugglers’ Gulf (Unmarked! 
Enemies: Drowners 


SCAVENGING AMONGST THE SHIPWRECKS 


L OBJEC TIVE . 


The chest in question is nestled between the trees and large boulders, and isn’t 
particularly well-hidden. But it is well-stocked with choice items to craft or trade. 


Complete the 
scavenging mission 
the note mentions for 
yourself, and swim out 
to the west, moving to 


OHM DANGER ALERT SPOILER ALERT XX 


& SPITFIRE BLUFF: 
SUNKEN TREA URE 


et i eh the submerged end of 
the boat nearest the 
Locations: Blackbough, Hangman’s Alley, Smugglers’ Gulf (Unmarked) shore (as shown). 
Enemies: Drowners = Donasee el 
constant threat here, so 
ASIMPLE JOB; MINIMAL RISK AND len ste ap an tng ft on wate on te et sca 
SUBSTANTIAL REWARD Pathegupap : 


L OBJECTIVE 
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' Close to the border 
—— rn - ° with The Mire, on the 
SPITFIRE BLUFF: 5 Sc Tae ; southwest peninsula 
: Se of Spitfire Blut, is the 
village of Condyle, now 
home to a number of 


: $ degenerate Cannibals. 
Locations: Coast of Wrecks > d ™ ae Visit or skirt the area, 


Enemies: Pirates, Drowners =A ieee ; x before taking the 
coastal peninsula trail 
with the water to your right (west). Follow the low-lying spit of land southwards, 
and prepare to face the sagging, sharp-clawed form of a Grave Hag. 


HHH DANGER ALERT SPOILER ALERT XX 


Once the Hag has been cut down, look for the corpse propped up against a 
section of fence, close to a burned-out hut. Procure the following from the 
corpse, and read the plea for rescue 


‘Along the western peninsula of Spitfire Bluff, at the Coast of Wrecks signpost, a 
Jarge band of pirates have usurped a small boat-making area. Expect at least a Fay te berned down hanes, Cremeied its 

dozen of them (but no more than 18). Make quick, violent work of them before 
locating the campfire on the sands, which has a note written by one of these 
thugs. Read it to discover the location of a prized wreck the pirates were going 
to ransack. Don't forget to return here after a few days; the boat-makers return 
along with a Merchant stocked with items. 


While it’s too late to 
save the owners of the 
hut, you can certainly 
make use of the 
treasure they stored on 
the edge of the burned- 
out residence, 


) OBJECTIVE 


{t's a quick swim to the 
northwest, around the 
rotting ship carcasses, 
and past a small 
island with guarded 
treasure, to the site of 
where Queen Zuleyka's 
ship sank. Locate the 
floating crate and 
corpse, and dive down 
from this point 


O OANSERALERT SPOILER ALERT 


THE MIRE: 
LAY WITI | TH E GODS 


Brandish your trusty 
crossbow for any 
Drowners nearby, then 
find the ship on its side, 
half-sunk into the sea 
bed. Swim into the hole 
where the deck steps 
are, then Into the hull 
to claim the contents of 
the chest. Retreat the same way you swam in. 


Locations: Duen Hen, Byways, Elven Ruins near Lake Wyndamer (Unmarked) 
Enemies: Wraiths, Noonwraith Amite 


, OBJECTIVE 


JOOX OF DANGER ALERT SPORER ALERT XX 5 
Y SPITFIRE BLUFF: 
A PLEA IGNORED 


Locations: Condyle, Burned Cottage (Unmarked) 
Enemies: Cannibals, Grave Hag 


SOUTH OF CONDYLE’S CANNIBALS 


ROBJECTIVE 


The low forested areas southeast of Duen Hen, but due north of Byways have 

‘a number of secrets to discover, and one of the most ancient is a set of Elven 
Ruins close to Lake Wyndamer (due west of Fyke Isle). Be sure you've read up 
on slaying specters as you reach the archway entrance; four Wraiths appear 
and must be nullified. Once you've defeated them, look for the corpse slumped 
against the stone steps and lichen-covered column, He's clutching the following: 


ITEMS: Unsent letter, Key to a chest 


INGER ALERT SPOILER ALERT Xe 


THE MIRE: 
_ SUNKEN CHEST —_~ 


Ascend onto the stone 
balcony overlooking the 
river, brandishing your 
best Noonwraith-kiling 
equipment, as one of 
these terrifying beasts 
is guarding the main 
stone platform. Need 
advice on banishing this 
ghast? Consult page 
753 of the bestiary. 


Locations: Fyle iste, Wyndamer Lake Folly (Unmarked) 
Enemies: Drowners 


Complete this quest by utilizing Aard and smashing the two barrels in front of a 
fallen elven statue, revealing the chest of loot. Perhaps you should visit the Place 
of Power just southeast of here, afterward? 


ret Tb +: 
Y THE MIRE: \ 
THE DEAD HAVE NO DEFENSE 


Locations: Byways, Duen Hen, Camp of Deserters (Unmarked) 


Enemies: Deserters Ae 


THE DESERTERS HAVE NO DEFENSE, EITHER Roughly midway between Byways, Firchlow, and Fyke Isle, in the middle of 


Wyndamer Lake, is a small istand with a brick folly built on it. The structure is 
OBJECTIVE in complete disrepair and much of it has sunk. Brave the dark waters and swim 
ha eee See = = over to the istand. 


Climb onto the relatively solid ground on the tiny istand itself (watching for 
Drowners), and search out the corpse near a chest of minor items, Gather 
some notes from his corpse, and read them to discover treasure hidden in the 
submerged ruins, 


On the northwestern 
edge of The Mire and 
Byways, and southeast 
of Condyle, is a small 
camp of Deserters 
who don't take kindly 
to visitors. Although 
there's around six of 
them, and two are 
armed with bows, they 
‘soon fall to your superior skill and might. 


ITEM: Blood-sm 


| OBJECTIVE 


Pick through the dead you slaughtered, paying special attention to one of the 
deserters who is carrying some information pertinent to your cause. Gather it 
and the key, and read the notes, 


(TEMS: Maraut 


The note details the 


despicable act the 
desert nth 
sake ata There are a number of chests to be found in the underwater ruins roughly 
undertaking— 
- southeast of the island, including a diagram of Enhanced Wolven Armor (which 
Graverobbing. They've can't be accessed until base wolven parts are discovered). The chest you're after 
already started = Pi wered). est let 


is resting on a curved arch section. Fend off any Drowners with 


desecrating a roadside 
dlbepi a crossbow. 


‘grave on the trail to the 
north of you (which you 
may have discovered 
on your way here). Defeat any deserters stil alive in these parts, and claim the 
buried treasure for yourself. 


TREASURE 
HUNTS 


559 


/idows Grotto, Ursten, 
Enemies: Drowners 


This quest rewards you 
with copious treasure, 
‘so make sure you can 
carry itll! From the 
Widows Grotto, head 
south along the beach, 
to.a cluster of three 
small islands near the 
shipwrecks. t seems 
‘much of the loot has 
wastied up in this area. Swim to the north of the three islands, open the chest on 
the edge of the shore, gather the loot and read the letter inside. It mentions four 
more locations where chests can be ransacked. The first is directly below the 
first chest, underwater (shown in the picture). 


The second chest is 
Underwater, in a small 
submerged alcove on 
the floor of the shore 
Gather It before you're 
overrun by Drowners, 
and keep that 
crossbow handy for 
underwater takedowns. 


‘Watch for further foes 
and optionally climb the southwestem island; as you can see the two remaining 
chests on -the southeastern island (as shown in the picture). One is by an 
explosive barrel. The other is halfway up the grassy bank near a wrecked rowboat. 


‘OP SANGER ALERT SPOILERALERT XE 


OOK xj 
o GRASSY KNOLL: 


BATTLEFIELD LOOT 


Locations: Eternal Fire Chapel, Battle Site (Unmarked) 


Enemies: Drowners, Bilge Hag 


‘The Pontar River has 
many secrets, and one 
of them rests in the 
marsh-land istands 
south of Grassy Knoll 
territory and the Eternal 
Fire Chapel, Head 
roughly south from 

the chapel and you 

‘can wade across the 
low waters of the Pontar without swimming, Continue into an area of sinking 
battlefield defenses. 


There's a body here to inspect (lying among the weeds next to his dog), and a 
crumpled note to take. However, the corpse is guarded by a grotesque Bilge Hag. 
Cut her down back into the bog before reading the notes. 


ITEMS: Key attached to notes 


crumpled note, Crumpli 


There's a short trail of 
blood to follow (using 

your Witcher Senses) that 
winds around a balista 

0 fallen platform with 
three barrels hiding the 
treasure chest within, Use 
‘ard to smash the barrels, 
and procure your prize. 


SPOILER ALERT XX 


IX 
( \nos/ GRASSY KNOLL: 
THE CURSED CHAPEL 


DANGER ALERT 


Locations: Brunwich, Miller's Lake (Brunwich), Old Chapel (Brunwich) 
Characters: Father Glaedfried oD 
Enemies: Wraiths, Cursed Mother (Nightwraith) 


DECREE FROM OXENFURT CURIA 


OBJECTIVE: 


Between the water and 
wind mills, within the 
threshold of the village 
of Brunwich in the 
northeastern corner of 
Gustfields, is a white- 
washed wooden chapel, 
with a sternly-worded 
Tote pinned near its 
door. The Church of 

the Eternal Fire has deemed this holy site “befouled.” You find the remains of 
the priest, Father Glaedfried, on the left (north) side of the chapel. Gather the 
following from his corpse. 


ITEMS: Pastorial diary of Father Glaedfried, Crypt Key 


‘A quick skim through the diary, which is covered in blood and heavily damaged, 
reveals Father Glaediried to be a member of the Eternal Fire, visiting the 
“heathens” of this village, who were afraid to enter this chapel. Not so Father 
Glaedtried, who wrote about entering the chapel alone, armed only with the light 
of the Eternal Fire. It looks like that torch got snuffed out. 


THE CURSED MOTHER OF BRUNWICH 


| OBJECTIVE 


Beneath the giant oak, behind the chapel, is a ceremonial circle. Three wraiths 
appear as you close in on the crypt entrance. They must be dispatched in 

the usual manner. Afterwards, a cursory glance at the graves left of the crypt 
entrance indicates blood sacrifice. Use the crypt key to open the door. 


Descend into the large crypt chamber and advance to the central circle. Father 
Glaedtried's diary proves to be correct. A lurking fear is terrorizing this place, a 
village elder’s wife now taking the form of a Nightwraith. Consult this guide's 
bestiary (placing Yrden and coating your sword with specter oil, using Moon Dust 
bombs to stop the wraith’s disappearing, and switch to ranged crossbow strikes 
if she splits into three forms). Then make a thorough search of the coffins, sacks, 
and wall tombs; two of the sacks contain actual pieces of New Moon armor, 
making this exploration well worthwhile! Finally, inspect the corpse containing a 
variety of items, as well as a note explaining exactly what transpired here. 


ITEMS: New Moon Armor, New Moon Boots, Eadberht's farewell note 


SPOILER ALERT XX ) 


A DARK LEGACY 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Open Sesame (Part 1), 
Treasure Hunt: The Secret Life of Count Romilly, 

Locations: Borsodi Auction House (Oxenfurt}, Deadwight Wood, 
Arnskrone Castle Ruins 

Characters: Countess Mignote, Count Romilly 

Enemies: Wolves (and Warg), Ancient Leshen 

Required Items: 950+ Crowns 


A MYSTERIOUS BRASS FIGURE 


| OBJECTIVE 


‘This quest is only available if you purchase Count Romilty's Figurine at the Borsodi 
¥) auction during Hearts of Stone Main Quest: Open Sesame (Part 1). f this auction 
| (and the plan to purchase the figurine) has passed you by, this quest isn’t accessible. 


Curses! 


During Main Quest 
Open Sesame, continue 
to complete objectives 
associated with this 
quest until the auction 
begins. First up is a 
brass figurine from 

the collection of the 
infamous Count Romilly. 
The rumored treasure 
inside can only be discovered by destroying the item itself. You can: 


© Refrain from bidding (falling this quest). 


© ifyou want it, you'l need to bid 300 crowns for it (despite the item being 
worth only 150 crowns), 


ITE 


A: Count Romilly’s Figurine 


With the figurine now in your possession, once you're thrown out of the auction 
house, or any time you're not engaged in objectives you cannot stall, take a trip 
to any armorsmith or blacksmith (such as the one in Oxenfurt), ask them to show 
you their wares (or to craft something). Go to the “Crafting” menu instead of the 
“Shop,” choose “Dismantle,” pick Count Romilly's Figurine from the items you 
own that can be dismantled, and remove the following key parts (while paying 
the vendor a nominal fee for dismantling). The figurine is destroyed (it cannot be 
sold for 150 crowns), but you do receive the following: 


ITEMS: Count Romilly’s will, Ornate key { 


With the figurine’s contents revealed, read the will, and it reveals a chest to be 
opened in the ancestral home of Count Romilly, Amsskrone Castle I is located on the 
very eastem edges of Gustfields Territory, southeast of Erde and northeast of Heddel, 
‘and is a place no sane peasant would ever tread. To reach the castle, you must enter 
the ancient forest known as Deadwight Woods. As the gloom envelopes you (even 
during the brightest of days), you find the rudimentary trails converge on the ruins of 
an old fortress; Amskrone Castle. In the marshy clearing below the castle, prepare to 
encounter a small pack of wolves in the company of an Ancient Leshen. Remove the 
wolf threat first, and then set fre to the Leshen with lon, while reading up on tactical 
advice from this guide's bestiary if you need it 


After the Leshen is toppled, optionally use your Witcher Senses to spot a slumped 
corpse atthe foot ofthe pathway up to the castle grounds (ust left of the Amskrone 
Castle Ruins signpost; this begins Treasure Hunt: The Secret Life of Count Romilly 
Now ascend to face another small pack of wolves (usually lead by a Warg) in the 
castle's stone courtyard; they appear if you check the corpse by the signpost 


Then access the 
opening in the ruined 
circular tower, and 
descend beneath the 
woods, Ahead (east) is 
a locked door opened 
using the key you can 
find on the corpse by 
the signpost, leading 
toa note and treasure 
obtained during Treasure Hunt: The Secret Life of Count Romilly. Instead, check 
the door to your left (north) in this soggy interior (this door appears red if you're 
using your Witcher Senses). Three Wraiths appear as you enter the room. Defeat 
these guardians and pick up an old ransom letter as you make your way around 
the corner to a small set of open cells and a chest. The chest is packed with 
treasure, usually including some excellent crafting ingredients, a diagram, and a 
decoction, The quest now completes (but be sure to finish a complete scavenge 
of this entire castle, as detailed in the related Treasure Hunt), 


DANGER ALERT 
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| 
THE DRAKENBORG REDEMPTION 


Related Quests: Hearts of Stone: Secondary Quest: Enchanting: 
Quality Has its Price 

Locations: Yantra, Bloodrot Pit 

Enemies: Arachnomorph (Small), Arachnomorph (Large) 


GET BUSY LIVING OR GET BUSY DYING 


} OBJECTIVE 


TREASURE 


562 


| This quest is ideally started during the Secondary Quest: Enchanting: Quality Has Its 
' Price, during the objective where you have to locate deposits of jade. However, you 


{n the hills due north 

of Yantra isa wooded 

hill with @ cave hidden 
beneath the green 
canopy. The cave is 
known locally as Bloodrot 
Pit, and is easy to find if 
you'e searching for jade 
during the previously- 
mentioned enchanting 
quest. Enter the cave 
‘mouth, and begin to battle around ten Arachomorphs. 


These giant spiders can be dispatched using tactics found in this guide's 
Bestiary (page 733). Their lunging, attacks can cover large distances, but are 
very susceptible to Yrden (which freezes them in place); follow this up with 
burning or freezing attacks (Axil, Aard, or igni are all good choices, followed up 
additionally with sword strikes), If you're caught in a web, attempt to parry. Use 
bombs that freeze or bum. Copious dodging and rolling are also advisable. 


‘Once combat concludes, remain just inside the cave mouth, and locate the curled-up 
corpse; gather the following items from the body, and read the letter. I's a missive 
from a friend commanding the dead man for surviving the horrors of Drakenborg. 


NO GOOD THING EVER DIES 
| OBJECTIVE a . 


You may wish to 
feplenish your potions 
and meditate for a 
while before venturing 
into the back of the 
cave; this secondary 
chamber has a huge 
Arachnomorph that 
must be fought. Try 
stunning it with Axii or Igni, and follow up with sword slashes until it yields, 
Dodge its jumping attacks and spittle. Once it has stopped scuttling, investigate 
the back (easter) part of the back cave, until you find a shovel and half-buried 
chest. Gather the following coinage: 


ITEM: 450+ Florens 


eet ___SPOLERALERT XK 
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FROM OFIER'S DISTANT SHORE 


DANGER ALERT 


Related Quests: Secondary Quest: Enchanting: Start-up Costs; 
Secondary Quest: Races: Swift as the Western Winds 

Locations: Upper Mill, Erde, Heddel, Zuetzer Castle 

Characters: Ofierl Merchant 

Enemies: Fallen Knights 


IN RISK THERE IS HONOR 
POBJECTIVE, 


Inthe very northeastern 
comer of Gustfields 
territory, far east of 
Novigrad City, is idylic 
Brunwich village. 
Across Miller's Lake 

is the small hamlet of 
Upper Mill, where a pair 
of Ofieri traders have 
taken up residence. 
One fsa merchant, and the other a Runewright. Engage in conversation with the. 
merchant, who has set up his stall in front of the windmill, by his tent. You can: 


* Ask him about his homeland. 


* Mention his horse. This prompts you to challenge the merchant to a horse 
race (Secondary Quest: Races: Swift as the Western Winds, see page 503) 


* Tell him you “wouldn't mind a look" at his wares. After inspecting (and 
optionally trading), the merchant asks if you see worth in his goods. 


After answering in the affirmative, the merchant tells you that local ruffians 
attacked him during his travels to reach Upper Mil. In the ensuing fracas, he lost 
a small collection of diagrams. Offer to recover the diagrams for the merchant to 
begin this quest. 


The merchant mentioned a “cross‘oads" where the thievery took place, Head directly 
south of Upper Mill, passing the strange litle wooded hamlet of Erde, to crossroads 
midway between Erde and the village of Heddel. At the logging mil, take the road 
heading roughly southwest, towards a ruined fort in the distance. An Ofieri caravan 
and dead horse lie at the side of the road. Use your Witcher Senses to uncover the 
following: 


* Signs of a bloody fight. 


The multiple prints weave roughly northwest across the road from the wagon, 
then roughly northward until the trail goes cold. Search the immediate area with 
your Witcher Senses and uncover: 


‘* Anarea of ground showing someone bleeding heavily, 


Follow the dripping blood 
trail through the scrub in 
a roughly northwesterly 
direction, until you 
discover the remains 

of an Ofieri propped up 
against a tre. 


Check the area around 
‘the tree to pick up the 
bandits’ trail again, 
following it in a semi-circle to a patch of dirt on the ground. After a quick removal of 
the dirt, you uncover a trapdoor leading to a bandit hideout 


| OBJECTIVES 
. 


Open the trapdoor, use 
the ladder and climb 
down into the small 
tunnel, the remains of a 
small mining operation 
and now the lair of the 
Bandits. Fallen Knights 
come charging at you 
When you investigate 
further in. Deliver a 
series of killing blows to this scum; there are four foes, including a shielded, two- 
handed, and crossbow-wielding enemy. 


Afterwards, loot the hideout, and don’t forget to open the chest containing some 
treasure, as well as the following items. Gather them, then read the letter which 
details locations the degenerate knights have sent the other diagrams to be 
translated. 


| ITEMS: Armor Diagram ~ untransiated, Letter with orders, 
Manuscript Page: Beast Oil 


FELLING THE FALLEN KNIGHTS 


f OBJECTIVES: 


The following three bandit camps must now be raided (in any order you like). 
They are referenced here in the optimal order. 


SECOND BANDIT CAMP: 
THE RENEGADES IN THE WOODS 


Just north and a little west of your current position (west of Erde), and just off 
‘the wooded path is a small camp of around six Fallen Knights, who may be 
preoccupied by a small Nekker, Bear, or other wild animal incursion, Either 
way, anything that isn't Roach needs to be put to death. Then search the 
chest (glowing red If you use Witcher Senses) just right of the metal brewing 
equipment, and left of the tent. There's a crumpled letter (to optionally read), 
‘some supplies, and the following items of interest: 


ITEMS: Boots Diagram ~ untranstated, Order of the Flaming Rose 
(armor or gauntlets}, Crumpled letter 
THIRD BANDIT CAMP: 
THE MOTLEY CREW AT THE COTTAGE 


Meditate and refill any potions before locating the next camp. Along the very 
northern edge of Gustfields territory, northeast of the Isolated Hut, and northwest 
of the Garin Estate, is a remote farmhouse with six Fallen Knights to defeat. Once 
the coast is clear, enter the house and search for the chest left of the bed for 
some florens, Flaming Rose armor, and another diagram you need, 


ITEMS: Trousers Diagram - untranstated, Order of the Flaming Rose 


{armor or gauntlets), Letter with orders 


FOURTH BANDIT CAMP: 
THE GARRISON AT ZUETZER CASTLE 


After meditating and 
replenishing your 
potions, locate the last 
camp. South and a 

little east of Upper Mill 
itself are the crumbling 
brick remains of the 
unmarked location 
Zuetzer Castle. Expect 
around a dozen Fallen 
Knights in this encampment, including one on the battlements (so keep an eye 

on your map as combat progresses), Beware of archers. Battle your way into the 
‘overgrown castle grounds, to the largest white tent, and secure the following from 
a chest inside: 


ITEMS: Gauntlets Diagram - untranstated, Order of the Flaming Rose 
{armor or gauntlets}, Crumpled letter 


TRANSLATING THOSE DAMN SCRATCHINGS 


LOBJECTIVES: 


Return to Upper Mill, and hand over the four diagrams to the thankful merchant 
‘Should you want translations of these diagrams, you must wait (or adventure) 
for one entire day before returning. You are given the following diagrams (which 
‘should then be crafted and worn if you wish). 


ITEMS: Diagram: Ofieri Sharovary, Diagram: Ofieri Gauntlets, 
Diagram: Ofieri Scale Armor, Diagram: Ofieri Boots 


PP DANGER ALERT 
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SPOILER ALERT XS 


Locations: Vikk Watchtower 
Characters: Nicolas Vogel 
Enemies: Harpies 


THE ONLY WAY TO TAME A HARPY 


E OBJECTIVE: 


Over in eastern Gustfields territory, on the high ground northeast of Est Taylar, 
is the crumbling fortification known as the Vikk Watchtower, most recently a 
laboratory. It isn't big enough to have a signpost, but it is home to a large flock 
of Harpies, Remember to use Aard or Igni to blast them out of the air and finish 
them on the ground with sword plunges (or consult the Bestiary), Also beware 
of a possible Forktail incursion. The entrance to the tower has a note on the 
doorway wall requesting harpy eggs. Just inside the ruined archway entrance 
lies the corpse of Vogel himself. Among his belongings, loot the following: 


ITEMS: Nicolas Vogel's laboratory notebook, Chest key 


Read the fragment of his notes; Vogel seems to be an eccentric breeder of 
Harpies in the hopes of adding an “airborne” division to the Redanian army. It 
seems his “children” may have tumed on him. His notes mention a “rainy day 
stash” atop the tower. Interesting, 


THROUGH ADVERSITY TO THE STARS 


OBJECTIVE: 


The watchtower acted as his laboratory, and despite its ruined appearance, 
there's a chest to find; right at the very top. Make your way (carefully) up the 
tuined floors and secure a variety of items (including a random sword diagram, 
and the following) from the chest, before descending just as gingerly 


ITEMS: Diagram: Pyerog runestone, New Moon Trousers j 


= 
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THE SECRET LIFE 
OF,COUNT ROMILL 


Related Quests: Main Quest: Open Sesame (Part 1), 
Treasure Hunt: A Dark Legacy. 

Locations: Deadwight Wood, Arnskrone Castle Ruins 

Characters: Count Romilly 

Enemies: Wolves land Warg), Ancient Leshen 


DOWN FOR THE COUNT 
E OBJECTIVE: 


f} This questi deny sterted during the exploration of Amskrone Castle during 
} Treasure Hunt: A Dark Legacy (as the full story of Count Romilly is revealed if both 


quests are completed), though you can complete it independently. 


On the very eastern 
edges of Gustfields 
Territory, southeast 

of Erde and northeast 
of Heddel, is a place 
‘No sane peasant 
would ever tread; the 
ancient forest known 
‘as Deadwight Wood 
Venture here anyway, as the gloom envelopes you (even during the brightest of 
days), you find the rudimentary trails converge on the ruins of an old fortress; 
Amskrone Castle. in the marshy clearing below the castle, prepare to encounter 
a small pack of wolves in the company of an Ancient Leshen, Remove the wolf 
threat first, and then set fire to the Leshen with Igni, while reading up on tactical 
advice from this guide's bestiary if you need it 


After the Leshen is toppled, optionally use your Witcher Senses to spot a 
slumped corpse at the foot of the pathway up to the castle grounds (just left of 
the Anskrone Castle Ruins signpost). Gather the following, and read the note. 
it continues the unpleasant musings of Count Romilly, and the “incident” with 
Anastasia von Bourmann. 


S: Count Romilly’s jour 


REQUIRED READING IN THE LOWER LIBRARY 
E OBJECTIVE an _y 


Ascend to face another 
‘small pack of wolves 
(usually lead by a Warg) 
in the castle’s stone 
courtyard. Then access 
the opening in the 
fuined circular tower, 
and descend beneath 
the woods. To your left 
(north) in this soggy 
interior is a locked door (which appears red if you're using your Witcher Senses), 
leading to wraiths and treasure obtained during Treasure Hunt: A Dark Legacy. 
‘Ahead (east) is a locked door opened using the key you just found, It leads into 
the remains of the Count's library. Check the table for the rest of his journal, 
‘and don't leave without opening the chest behind the table. Among the other 
valuables is a diagram for a fancy sword. 


ITEMS: Count Romitly’s journat (part 1), Rando 


SPOILER ALERT XX = 
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PRISE INHERITANCE 


Locations: Heddel, Stacheler 
Characters: Knut Kreutzman 
Enemies: Arachnomorphs, Ghouls, Archgriffin 


POOR OLD KNUT IS KAPUT 


F OBJECTIVE 


At the southern end of 
the river, on the eastern 
side of Gustfields is the 
small village of Hedde. 
itis usually overrun 

by Arachnomorphs. 
Optionally liberate the 
area to access the 
Signpost for Fast-Travel 
purposes. Then explore 
the hilly ground to the north; a tiny hamlet known to locals as Stacheier. The top 
of the hill is anchored by an old oak tree, and the Abandoned Site here is overrun 
by Ghouls. Remove these threats. This liberates Stacheier as well (though this 
location isn't big enough to have its own signpost) 


Close to a ballista overlooking the river at the top of the hill, across from the oak 
tree, are the slumped remains of one Knut Kreutzman, Gather the following items 
from Knut, then read his notes: it seems he was waiting for a hunting party to 
lear his Aunt's lands of a Griffin, but was set upon by Ghouls. 


ITEMS: Knut Kroutzman's journal, Compt 


ty ord 


GIVING A GRIFFIN SOME GRIEF 


E OBJECTIVE 


Northeast of Stacheier, across the stream towards Arnskrone Castle Ruins, is an 
Archgrifin’s nest. Face this creature (use Hybrid Oil, Thunderbolt, and Aard or 
Igni during the battle, or consult the Bestiary for more in-depth tactics), before 
inspecting the trapdoor within the threshold of the ruined house with the stone 
chimney still standing. It leads to a tiny cellar, and a chest to unlock with the key. 
‘Among the other treasure are the following items (see below). Knut's hunting 
party are scattered about the Griffin's eyrie atop the rocky outcrop hereabouts. 


ITEMS: Random item 


THE SWORD, FAMINE 
AND PERFIDY 


Locations: Novigrad Beach 
Characters: Brother Anselm 
| Enemies: Drowners 


NO GOOD THING EVER DIES 


Directly north of Novigrad city, on the sandy coast due east of where the Offer ship 
ran aground during Main Quest: Evi's First Soft Touches, is Novigrad Beach. Snuggled 
in behind the sand dunes is a small cottage, close to a Drowner spawning ground 
Remove these threats before entering the cottage. The place is deserted, save for the 
corpse of a man (with a letter to optionally take) and a cluster of barrels. Use Aard 

to destroy the barrels, and open the cellar trapdoor below. Climb down into a small 
cellar cave, where you find a second corpse. 


Pry the letter and key off the corpse and read the parchment; it details a 
fisstech deal going horribly wrong. But it does make mention of a sunken ship 
somewhere in the vicinity. 


Make a thorough inspection of the cellar for any additional loot (there's usually 
a chest with florens here) before leaving the cottage, and plotting a boat trip 

(or swim) to the southwest, to a small jutting island northwest of Novigrad City. 
Swim out to the area of interest, watching for further Drowners (a crossbow sees 
them off if you're fighting them underwater). Dive down and remove the random 
contents of a small chest from a sunken rowboat 


TINKER, HUNTER, 
SOLDIER, 


SPY 


Locations: Whispering Grange, Mohrin Village 
Characters: Beanpole, Agent Shinetop 
Enemies: Fallen Knights 


IT'S ABOUT WHICH MASTER YOU'VE BEEN 
SERVING, GERALT 


BJECTIVE 


East of Novigrad, and beyond the vineyards of Whispering Grange, you see a wooden 
watchtower poking above the trees atop the higher ground to the north The hamlet of 
Mohrin Village (a settlement too small for its own signpost) has been set ablaze by about 
half a dozen Fallen Knights. Treat them like common (but armored) bandits. Once the 
area is liberated and the roof fires are out, climb the wooden watchtower, and search 
the platform for the corpse of a spy. 


Gather the key and letter; it's from a field agent codenamed "Beanpole" who was 
tracking these renegade knights and working with an “Agent Shinetop.” It seems 
those knights found him, though his report does make mention of a stash of treasure 


to purtoin. 


WHO CAN SPY ON THE SPIES? 


‘TREASURE 
HUNTS 


The stash is almost directly due south of your current position, under the small 
ond jetty just south of the (unmarked) Moldavie Residence, and north of the 
Dancing Windmill. Dive down and open the chest, gathering a variety of alchemy 
and crafting ingredients, as well as a diagram and other odds and ends. 


ITEMS: 200+ Florens, ingredients for Alchemy and Crafting 
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ARD SKELLIG: 
INHERITANCE 


Boxholm 


Enemies: Morvudd (Fiend) 


In the north and central part of the main island of Ard Skellig is the abandoned 
settlement of Boxholm; its inhabitants are terrorized by a marauding Fiend 
known as Morvudd (Contract: Missing Son), This general area between Boxholm 
and Fayrlund has two other treasure-hunting spots. See the Atlas chapter for 
specifics, 


You can easily avoid 
the Fiend if you steer 
clear of the ruined fort. 
Walk roughly north a 
few paces from the 
Signpost at Boxholm, 
and discover a Skellige 
warrior propped up 
against the remains of a 
stone structure, across 
from a dead bear. Gather the following from his body: 


) OBJECTIVE 


The note is from an older 
man to his infant son 
describing some family 
hardships. The age of 
the letter indicates the 
‘son was grown up, and 
about to claim to some 
family goods “beneath 
Old Ule's house.” 
Although the fellow dug 
up the chest, he never pocketed the items inside, The treasure is literally within 
spitting distance from the corpse, in the next ruined hut, near the barrel 


DANGER ALERT 


ARD SKELLIG: 
_ FREYA BE PRAISED! 


cations: Blandare, Blandare Lake (Unmarked) 


Enemie 


THE ITINERANT MERCHANT 


OBJECTIVE 


The road south of 
Blandare is a treacherous 


‘one; explore this rough 
thoroughfare that skirts 
the north shore of the 
lake here. You uncover 
‘something of interest at 

a bend in the road, just 
south of the jart's property 
down the hill to the road 
side: a half-eaten horse and a dead merchant. Search him. 


ITEMS: Iti 


ant’s notes, Small ch 


Despite sacrificing 
lamb to Freya, the 
merchant didn't reach his 
destination. But current 
indications are that there's 
something of value in the 
nearby lake, Descend to 
the north shore, where 
you're set upon by at least 
six Drowners. 


Once you've coated the shoreline in their blood, swim out into the northem part of the 
lake, dive down and secure the treasure from the underwater chest. 


DANGER ALERT SPOILER ALERT | 


ARD SKELLIG: 
X MARKS THE SPOT 


Blandare, Ruined Farmhouse (Unmarked), Fayrtund 


Wraith, Wotve 


While wandering the 
settlements of Blandare 
in the middle of Ard 
Skellig travel southeast 
to the easter side of 
the lake, and discover 
the dilapidated remains 
of a ruined farmhouse. 
Venture inside, and 
optionally use your 
Witcher Senses to discover an old skeleton, an equally ancient key, and map. 
Watch for a possible wraith if you check these bones. 


ITEMS: old 


Mysterious map 


Unfold the map in your inventory menu, and discover 
a rough sketch of a settlement, with a circled 
waterfall nearby—and treasure! 


> DANGER ALERT SPOILER ALERT XO 3 


ARD SKELLIG: 
PEARLS OF THE COAS 


OBJECTIVE 


The chest itself is at the 
base of a waterfall, in 
the fast-moving stream 
close (and just to the 
southeast) of the nearby 
settlement of Fayrlund, 
Itis a short jog to the 
west. Head there, 
watching for wolves, 
rapid streams, a small 
bridge, and the stream ravine you can drop into. 


Locations: Arinbjorn, Eldberg Lighthouse, Pirate Camp (Unmarked), 
Pearl Divers’ Cave (Unmarked) 
Enemies: Ekhidna, Pirates 


LOOT OFF THE COAST 


| OBJECTIVE 
Note the wol symbol onthe rocks by the waterfall vsbe if you use your Witcher 
Senses). Uniock te chest withthe old key, and puron the fabulous prizes 
DANGER ALERT T__ SPOLERALERT 5 
ARD SKELLIG: 
MILY FORTUNE 


Locations: Ruined Inn, Shipwreck (Unmarked) 
Enemies: Sirens 


MARINE SALVAGE OFF THE 
SOUTHERN COAST Take a trip to the trio of islands north of Arinbjor, with Eldberg Lighthouse on 
the northern-mast island. This rugged promontory is located in the northwest 
p OBJECTIVE: ‘Ard Skellig, From Arinbjorn, cross the coastal rocks, following the rough path and 


fallen bridges to the second of the three islands. Expect Ekhidna swooping in to 
thwart you along the way. Your destination is a pirate camp on the eastern side 
of the second island. 


Along the south coast 
of Ard Skellig is a small After making short 
coastal settlement work of the cutthroats, 


dominated by the 
burned-out ruins of an 
inn. The place is overrun 
by Sirens, so beware of 
these airborne pests as 
you arrive. The area to a running jump off the 
search isn't the skeletal cliffs to the east, diving 
Temains of the Inn, but rather the small fisherman's cottage on this beach itself. _into the frigid waters 
Inside is a wooden chest with a letter to read. around the underwater cave that appears on your map (an unmarked Pear! 
Divers’ Cave). 


ITEM: Unsent letter 


search the pirate camp 
for a small sack on the 
wooden cot near the 
campfire. After reading 
the unsent letter, take 


| OBJECTIVE 
5 | OBJECTIVE 


The letter tells a tale of 
woe regarding a ship's 
sinking, and parts of 
this gallant but doomed 
boat can still be seen 


Between the cave 
entrance and the 
edge of the island is a 
‘sunken boat. Use your 


sticking out of the Witcher Senses while 
waters to the southeast treading water to spot 
Optionally take a boat the underwater chest 
and travel southeast, to nestled near the prow of 
the rotting remains of the sunken vessel, then 
the ship, beached on rocks. dive down and claim it. 


Use your own boat; the sloping deck of the rotting ship, or dive underwater ang Ne Peal DWvers’ Cave Isn't necessary to lind 


utilize your crossbow to begin removing any further Siren threats. The chest is 
stil on the deck, but has slid to the submerged area near the main mast. A small 
swim is required to loot it. 
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YOUNGER ALERT mi 
AN SKELLIG: 
NILFGAARDIAN TREASURE J 


SPOILER ALERT XX 


OOO 
é 


Locations: Uriatla Harbor (An Skellig) 
Enemies: 


AMID THE FRIGID WAVES, BELOW THE 
CRAGGY COAST 


» OBJECTIVE: 


While exploring the 
northeastern outer 
island of An Skellig, 
make your way from 
the main settlement of 
Urialla Harbor, heading 
southeast along the 
trails, to the southeast 
edge of the island itself, 
Either approach from 
the rocky hillside or the coast itself. 


On the ragged shoreline of jutting rocks is a section of boat partly submerged, 
with a bloated corpse resting on the deck. After ensuring you won't be attacked 
by any nearby Sirens, search the body and read the cargo list you find. 


| OBJECTIVE 


The cargo list indicates a nearby ship that still carries some Nilfgaardian 
Valuables, though the vessel has sunk in the area immediately southeast of your 
current location. Look for the nearby rocks and ship's mast protruding from the 
Waves. Dive there, using a crossbow to end any Sirens trying to stop you. Then 
find the chest on the deck of the sunken boat 


SPOILER ALERT 


: PRECIOUS. HAUL \_)} 
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Due north of the 
Abandoned Village, and 
just southeast of the 
elven tower known as 
Tor Gvalch'ca, is an area 
of inhospitable waters. 
Its usually beneficial to 
approach from the sea. 


The corpse in question 
is lying on a section of broken boat, close to the ice flows and shoreline. Hop 
onto the boat, and read the note the corpse stil clutches. It seems a terrible 
storm recently sunk a ship nearby. 


ITEM: Traveler's Not 


The chest Is on the sea 
bed directly north of 
the corpse's position. 
Swim across the bay, 
and dive to the right of 
the shipwreck rocks 
to the left (northwest), 
and dive down as 

the ground starts to 
rise. Claim your booty 
beneath these waves. 


Cy DANGER ALERT 


UNDVIK: 
RUINS, HIDDEN T 
.YOU KNOW. 


Locations: Dorve Ruins 
Enemies: Devourers, Sirens, Wraiths 


RANSACKING SOME RUINS 


| OBJECTIVE 


While exploring the 
ruins of Dorve, the 
village to the lair of the 
ice giant on Undvik ilse, 
travel east through the 
western gate, close to 
the signpot, and stop at 
the cliff edge. Discover 
(optionally using your 
Witcher Senses) an old 
skeleton holding an equally ancient key and map. How interesting. .. 


Open up the map in your inventory menu, and discover a rudimentary etching of 
‘a settlement, with an “X" marking the foot of a tall tower. Treasure! 


§; Old key, Mysterious map 


| OBJECTIVE 


The chest containing 
the treasure requires a 
swift run uphill, since 
the map is actually of 
Dorve Ruins itself. Slay 
up to six Devourers or 
Rotfiends shambling 
about the place, and 
then go east up the 
slope where two Sirens flit about the narrow and fallen towers of the fort atop 
the hill, 


You may also encounter Wraiths as you reach the base of the tower structure 
Look for a Witcher wolf sign daubed on the walls here (using your Witcher 
Senses). Step into the tower ruins, climb the ladder, edge across the wooden 
ledge with the large bird's nest, and locate the small wooden chest. Unlock it to 
uncover a stupendous prize! 


ALI 


YY -.UNDVIK: SHORTCUT, 


Midway along the 
northern lake shore in 
the center of Undvik isle, 
between Urskar (to the 
west) and Dorve Ruins 
(to the east), is a gravel 
shore with a rowboat, 
sometimes guarded by 
bandits, Feel free to slice 
them into smaller, more 
‘manageable chunks before checking the boat for a small sack of loot. 


ITEM: Te 


| OBJECTIVE 


The piece of paper in 
the sack has notes on 
one Skelliger’s path to 
wisdom, though choking 
his druid after throwing 
his valuables in a lake 
didn't seem to result in 
a higher understanding 
of matters. Never mind; 
you're here for the loot 
‘so swim out into the lake, roughly southwest of the rowboat. 


Dive down when you see the top of the mast of the submerged boat, then dive 
down to the lake bed where the algae-covered chest resides near the broken 
hull of the vessel 


~ SPIKEROOG: 
NOT ONLY EAGLES DARE 


The small island of 
Spikeroog holds a 
number of secrets, 

not least a treasure 
trove off the coast 

Just southeast of the 
main settlement of 
Svorlag. From Svorlag's 
signpost, take the path 
along the high coastal 
rocks heading roughly southeast. You're looking for the pointed island at the 
mouth of Svortag bay, 


TREASURE 
HUNTS 


The bay itself has around half a dozen Drowners to dissuade from existing. When 
the coast is literally clear, head to the pointed rock promontory and search the 
corpse lying close to a chest and the remains of a small sail boat. Claim the note 
and key, and read the small missive. 


ITEMS: 


OBJECTIVE 


Dive into the water by 
the pointed promontory, 
remaining close to the 
shore, but alittle to the 
east and slightly south. 
The treasure can be 
tricky to take; not only 
due to the Sirens that 
may be active in this 
area (use the crossbow 
to stop them), but the difficult-to-spot chest. Find it just below the promontory 
rocks, near some weeds, and use your Witcher Senses to find it more easily. 


_ SPOILER ALERT x 
SNIDHALL ISLE: 
~UNLUCKY’S TREASURE 


r 


THE KING GRIFFIN OF SNIDHALL ISLE 


| OBJECTIVE: 


While the nearest signpost on the mainland can be found at the Ancient Crypt 
along the north shore of Ard Skellig, it's usually easier to embark from Kaer 
Trolde Harbor, and set sail to this dormant voicano. Land on the southern shore 
you first spot. 
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Bring your best Archariffin-killing equipment with you, as there's a terribly 
powerful beast nesting on the summit of this island. This is one of the toughest 
opponents you'll ever face, so ensure you're the appropriate level to tackle it the 
Archagriffn is Level 48). 


ITEMS: A frustrated warri 


) OBJECTIVE 


Check the griffin's 
nest for a variety of 
disgusting, half-eaten 
corpses. One has @ 
document to read, and 
4 key to use. The note 
pinpoints a treasure 
chest, which was being 
removed by some 
hapless folk before the griffin decimated them. It's a short walk along the summit 
to reach more bodies, and a half-excavated chest to unlock. 


COC) DANGER ALERT 


FAROE: | 


SPOILER ALERT 3X 


U 


Locations: Harviken, Endrega Cave (Unmarked) 
Enemies: Endrega Workers, Endrega Drones, Venomous weal 


After reaching thé southeastern island of Faroe, feel free to take a boat around 
the coast, or journey from the settlement of Harviken, to the southwestern 
shoreline, Among the rugged rocks is a small inlet and Endrega Cave, The stench 
{s unpleasant, as one Endrega is nibbling on the corpse of an adventurer. Kill the 
foe, search the body of the man, and obtain the following: 


ITE 


S: Message, Scratched key 


OBJECTIVE 


Enter the cave mouth 
at the inner end of 

the inlet, then dive 
into an underwater 
cave heading roughly 
northward. Swim 
quickly and surface 
‘aS Soon as you can, 
clambering up into a 
hidden cave system 
inhabited by a couple 
of Endrega Drones and 
a bulbous Arachas. 

It's worth defeating all 
of them to minimize 
surprise attacks. 


When combat is over, 
make a thorough search 
of the cave itself, which 
is rough-walled, but single chamber. There are a few alcoves; make sure you find 
the one to the southeast, which holds the chest you seek. 


CPO OANGER ALERT 
oe 
IR 


SPOILER ALERT XS 


URE 


Locations: Harviken, Faroe Archipelago (Unmarked) 
Enemies: Sirens 


DIVING IN THE DEEP BLUE SEA 
OBJECTIVE 


Due north of the island 
of Faroe is a cluster of 
tninhabited islands, 
usually encased in 
snow and ice. Pick a 
sea-faring vessel and 
sail toward the largest 
of these islands in the 
tiny archipelago. You 
find it is home to Sirens, 
but the treasure you seek is slightly further north 


Ifyou're approaching 
from the south, steer 
east around the largest 
island, and look for an 
upturned rowboat on 

a smaller island to the 
north of the largest one, 
Here you also find a 
skeleton to loot a note 
from. It's a tale about 
the search for Noorhis Ironsides. 


ITEM: Notes about treasure 


Once you read the notes, swim almost due east of the island with the skeleton 
on it, and dive down in search of a sunken longboat. Half-buried in the silt is the 
treasure you seek 


DUCHY OF TOUSSAINT 


Locations: Lebioda’s Gate, Metinna Gate, Orlemurs Cemetery (unmarked) 
Enemies: Drowners, Grave Robbers 


WASHED UP AND WATERLOGGED 
| OBJECTIVE 


While paying your 
respects at Orlemurs 
Cemetery, in the 
Lebioda’s Gate area of 
south Beauiclair, be sure 
to inspect the bloated 
corpse that's lying 
half-submerged on the 
western shore of the 
cemetery, Remove the 
inquisitive Drowners first, and once all three of them are defeated, search the 
corpse on the shore, The dead body contains a letter to read. You can also start 
the quest in the crypt, by looting the sack near the robbers. 


ITEM: Sod 


Le 


A GRAVE MISTAKE 


Head northeast, through 
the main cemetery 
gates, up the side steps 
to enter the walled 
mausoleum area, and 
then down either of the 
main steps to reach 

the catacombs, Push 
open the catacombs 
gate, and head inside, 
Pass through the doorway ahead (west) of you, walk down the curved corridor that 


‘opens up into the larger crypt chamber, and immediately turn left. Surprise a group 


of four grave robbers. Add more to the total of deceased in the vicinity, before 
discovering a sack (used by the robbers, with a note in it) and a small chest on the 
side of the arched alcove in the northeast comer. Gather your booty here, 


oo se — 
1 \paw/ WHAT WAS 
THIS ABOUT AGAIN? 


Locations: The Silver Salamander Inn, Sunken Galleon (Unmarked) 


| Enemies: Drowners, Shaelmaar a 


THAT SINKING FEELING 


}, OBJECTIVE 


Along the banks of the 
river, just south of The 


Silver Salamander Inn, 
are the remains of a 
sunken galleon, The tell- 
tale sounds of Drowners 
can also be sensed in 
this area, so beware 

of them as you explore 
this underwater wreck 
Perhaps the Drowners lurking here explain why this vessel hasn't been picked 
clean by scavengers. There are a number of chests to ransack, and the bloated 
remains of a corpse under the broken hull to pick the following items from: 


ITEMS: Ship Captain's tog, 
After reading over the captain's log notes, it seems prudent to investigate the 
nearby cave. Dive underwater, swimming into the cave mouth, and quickly 
surface, stepping into a subterranean cavern with a large, rolling Shaelmaar 
to contend with. As you may not have encountered such a beast before, learn 
to watch for its rolling attacks based on hearing, and peruse the Bestiary 
information for this beast (see page 748), 


THE SUBTERRANEAN SKELETON 


Look to the mini- 

map and search the 
southeast comer of the 
Shaelmaar cavern for a 
ledge to climb up, and 
a small, higher tunnel 
to investigate, Perched 
at the end of the tunnel 
are some sacks of 

loot, and skeletal remains, along with a diary and some quality items, inside the 
locked chest the bony remains are still clutching. 


ITEMS: Crowns (250+), Diagram: Tah’ret 


KOM 
¢ 
© \paw/ 


ANGER ALERT 


CURSE OF 
CARNARVONA 


Locations: Fox Hollow, Castel Ravello Vineyard, Miner's Camp 
(Unmarked) 

Characters: Alistair Carnarvona 

Enemies: Archespores, Barghests 


CORPSE IN THE LONG GRASS 


OBJECTIVE 


On the woodland 
pathway, east of Fox 
Hollow, and north of 
Castel Ravello Vineyard, 
is an enchanting river 
and wooden bridge 
Unfortunately, a pack of 
ghostly Barghests are 
haunting this place, 

so itis currently less 
than idyllic. 
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Step off the path into the grassy woods just northwest of the bridge, and 
slaughter these hounds. They are sniffing around the corpse of Alistair 
Carnarvona. Search the long grass for his corpse, a note, and a key. 


GUARDED BY ARCHESPORES 


After reading the notes you found on the corpse, head northwest, crossing the 
shallow river, through the brick archway onto the winding path toward Fox 
Hollow. Look northward toward a small trading camp for miners; now deserted 
aside from a group of Archespores. Deliver killing blows to each flower, before 
thoroughly inspecting the camp. 


There's a number of casks, chests, and other equipment to inspect as you work 
your way through the camp, nestled close to an elven ruin, But the prize you 
seek is inside the rather ornate chest (which glows red if you use your Witcher 
Senses) under the burlap stall tent. Use Alistair’s key to unlock it, and gather the 
following goods. 
ITEMS: Ingots, or 


and a spoon, Diagram: Toussaint Knight's armor 


OOO OANGER ALERT 


2 = 
)? \Baw/ AROUND THE 


SPOILER ALERT Kr 


Locations: Coronata Vineyard, Dun Tynne Crossroads, Bandit Camp 
(Unmarked) 
Enemies: Bandits 


OFF THE BANDITS 


OBJECTIVE 


Just east and slightly 
‘north of Coronata 
Vineyard, along the 
main thoroughfare, is a 
side road that leads to a 
small camp overrun by 
Bandits, overlooking the 
sandy beach, river, and 
Dun Tynne Crossroads 
on the other side of 

the river. Introduce this motley collection of thugs to the pointy end of your steel 
sword, There are two or three archers, and a couple of swordsmen that must be 
cut down. 


When the camp is cleared, thoroughly inspect the area, looking for a chest (that 
glows red if you Use your Witcher Senses) on the north side of the camp, close to 
a cart and stack of barrels, under a tree, The chest contains the following items; 
read the note before continuing. Close to the camp you find the corpse of an 
explorer, just beginning to putrify in the sun. Check this body for a diary; it seems 
the explorer’s adventures were cut short: Literally. 


ITEMS: Unfinished report, Key to the traveling trunk, Diary 


for a trip around the world, Diagram: Toussaint Ducal 
Guardsman’s Trousers 


OFF THE WAGON 

Continue east, down to the sandy shore of the river, where two more bandits are 
beginning to loot a small covered wagon. Deliver swift and bloody justice, before 
inspecting the goods the explorer was carrying. The locked chest is medium- 
sized, and sitting underwater behind the wagon. 


ITE 


S: Random items and Florens 


“) DANGER ALERT 


1 \paw/ THE BLACK WIDOW, 


Locations: Count de la Croix’s Mill, Flovive, Sunken Wreck (Unmarked) 
Enemies: Drowners 


{f one looks at a map of Toussaint, and picks a camping spot equidistant between 
Count de la Croix’s Mill (to the west) and the village of Flovive (to the east), 

‘one would find the perfect spot on the lake shore. Head there to find a small 

tent, cart, and three Drowners chewing on the remains of a man, Remove the 
fevolting foes, and search the remains of the man. Clues to sunken treasure are 
to be found on the letter he carries. 


SKULLDUGGERY AT THE SUNKEN WRECK 


The casket which you seek is found underwater, almost directly south of the 
camp. Ready yourself for a swim, or utilize a boat and journey into the lake, to 
the protruding edge of a ship that marks the start of your searching spot, As one 
might expect, additional Drowners are active in this area, so keep your crossbow 
handy (attacking from the boat, the top of the sunken ship, or underwater). 


Dive down into the reasonably clear lake waters, heading underneath the ship to 
find a small chest containing a few valuables. 


ITEMS: Orens, fine jewelry and clothing 


SPOILER ALERT 


© \paw/ THE TOUSSAINT 


PRISON EXPERIMENT 


Locations: Astre Castle Ruins, Rioux-Cannes Outpost, Bastoy Prison 


Ruins (unmarked) ee 


Characters: Hooded Woman 
Enemies: Alp 


TROUBLE AMONGST THE RUBBLE 


OBJECTIV 


Deep in the Gorgon Foothills, and midway between the Astre Castle Ruins (to the 
north) and the Rioux-Cannes Outpost (to the south) are the Bastoy Prison Ruins, 
perched atop a low hill, Amid the maze of dilapidated walls and rubble is an old 
tree, and a strange, hooded woman looking over a corpse. She reveals herself 
to be a lesser vampire; an Alp with fast feet as well as fangs. Slaughter her with 
your silver sword, then inspect the body she was peering over. 


ITEMS: 


Even the most cursory 
glance over the 

book the corpse was 
clutching reveals there's 
some treasure to be had 
in these parts. The exact 
location requires a bit of 
searching through the 
prison ruins. Close to 
the southeastern edge 
of the ruins is a collection of old crates, and a small chest sitting on the rubble. 
Pry it open using the old key, and a collection of papers and coin can be yours. 
Read the order to discover further knowledge of this place. 


ITEMS: Diagrams: Toussaint Ducal Guard Captain's armor and 
trousers, Formula: Mutagen Transmutor-blue to red, 
Crowns (150+), and Florens, Work order 


DANGER ALERT 


© \paw/ THE SUFFERING 


Locations: Astre Castle Ruins, Chuchote Cave, Cutterin Manor 
(Unmarked) 

Characters: Young Francois 

Enemies: Wraiths 


OBJECTIVE: 


While searching the wooded area just south of Astre Castle Ruins, and watching 
for the Monster Nests to the west of you, look for a pleasant-looking cottage, 
with unpleasant and tormented guests. A wraith haunts the place. Once you've 
dispelled this specter, additional unpleasantness must be encountered; there's 
a corpse swinging from the large oak tree in the northeast comer of the garden. 
Obtain the writings of Young Francois before he ended his days, and read about 
his torment. 


ITEM: Journal of desperate man 


THE STASH OF YOUNG FRANCOIS 


Fortunately, there's 
something in itfor 
you; head northeast 
across the meadow, 
and hop the fence 

into the grounds of 
Cutterin Manor, which 
is just east of Astre 
Castle Ruins, and west 
of Chuchote Cave. As 
you emerge from the rows of sunflowers and into the vineyard, a second Wraith 
welcoming committee appears to thwart you. Once you have dismissed them, 
look for the statue in the southwestern edge of the vineyard, and scrabble in the 
dit in front of the stones to discover some choice valuables. 


ITEMS: Diamond, ruby, pearls, and florens 


BUT OTHER THAN 
THAT, How DID YOU 


On your travels through the southern parts of the Gorgon Foothills, you must not 
miss the faded grandeur of the Seidhe Llygad Amphietheater! Though when you 
et there, the place is eerily quiet, and there's evidence of candles being lit. Ignore 
those for the moment, and search for the remains of a young woman, recently 
dead. Locate the diary and bottle of wine, Once you read the diary, it transpires 
this young actress has appeared to try and reenact the scene marked in her diary, 
before she expired. Or did something kill her? Time to finish what she started! 


ITEMS: Perfume-taced journal, Wine “Vis ta Crac’ 


| OBJECTIVES 


If you read more about the scene in question, and examine the footprints from the 
woman's corpse using your Witcher Senses, you deduce that lighting each of the 
five candles in the same order that the woman did is the first part of the scene, 
Remember you need to follow the footprints all the way back to the first candle 
she lit, which is just to the right of the corpse (and pictured), Light It, then simply 
follow the footprints to each subsequent candle, lighting each one as you go. 


With the candies lit correctly, your objective updates. Rummage around in your 
inventory for the “Vis la Crac” wine you removed from the woman's corpse (the 
wine is likely to be in your Quest items), and place it into your Consumables. 
Then choose it and drink it It seems you've summoned a fierce critic! 


EVERYONE'S A CRITIC 
OBJECTIVES: 


TREASURE 
HUNTS 
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The Phantom of the Areading of the missive 
Amphitheater is a you've found makes 
fearsome specter, mention of a chest 
known to many as a located somewhere 


within the walls of this 
Abandoned Coopers’ 
Workshop. It may be 
intially dificut to 
discover, as the chest is 
tiny, and hidden behind 


Beann’shies, with a wail 
that can splinter wood. 
it's important to learn 
her powerful attacks, 
‘and methods to combat 
her as you slowly 


remove her life force. Consult the Bestiary entry on page 751 for all pertinent the four barrels and brazier close to the log pile. Unlock the chest for further 
information. When your critic has been silenced, inspect the pile of dust she left _evidence of what the gardener in this place was worried about, as well as 
behind, as it contains a particularly omate pendant. ‘some valuables. 
ITEM: Decorated necktace with a pendant in the shape of a key ITEMS: Diary of Quayle the gardener, Diagram: Toussaint Ducal 
Guard Officer's steel sword, florens, and jewelry 
) OBJECTIVE 
I OK DOW > OANGER ALERT SPOILER ALERT XX 
¢ 7 =~ ee =" 
 \Baw/ APPLIED 2) 
You surmise that the key-shaped pendant unlocks a cubby around here : -- E S CA P re) I OG Y 
. 4 J 


Somewhere, You are correct, but the cubby itself is behind a couple of 

fallen pillars along the southern edge of the amphitheater. Hop aver them, 
descend slightly to an iron gate, and use the key to unlock it. Inside is a small 
antechamber, In one corner is a tiny chest to unlock, valuables to claim, and a 
dusty diary to read for furthering information on this haunting. 


Related Quests: Secondary Quest: Turn and Face the Strange 
Locations: Toussaint Prison, Valley of the Nine 
Enemies: Drowners 


ITEMS: Runestone, jewelry, weaponry, Dusty diary Receenmended enue: Killer White Patton 


A SKILLFUL SKELETON 


} OBJECTIVE 


POPP DANGER ALERT _SPOILER ALERT XX 


© \paw/ THE INCONSTANT 


GARDENER 


A skeleton lies in the 
long grass, hiding a 
secret close to Toussaint 
Prison. Fortunately, you 
don't have to be an 
inmate, or even enter 
the prison fortress to 
QUAYLE HUNTING obtain the necessary 

. Clue from this pile of 
OBJECTIVE : bones. Instead, venture 
a around the perimeter island the prison sits on, until you find a small tree ona 
- - - grassy outcrop of rock, and obtain the following diary from an impressive prison 
escapee. Read the book to learn where a necessary key is located. 


Locations: Hortense Estate, Tesham Mutna Ruins, Abandoned Coopers’ 
Workshop (Unmarked) 


Characters: Quayle the Gardener 
Enemies: Bandits 


In the south of Toussaint, just west of Tesham Mutna, and south of the Hortense 
Estate, is a Coopers’ workshop, recently abandoned and now home to a quintet 
of Bandits, You have excellent opportunities to fob in bombs, and attack from the 

upper part of this small compound. Or, simply waltz in from the rough pathway 


among the pasture and trees. When all threats lie in puddles of their own blood 
conduct a brief search for a small sack, and loots its contents: 


ITEMS: Orders from Graybill Pellegrin, Gardener's key 


Before this valley was 
flooded, there used to be 
a lower holding’area in 
the northwest part of the 
prison, and the chamber 
can still be seen on your 
mmini-map. Dive into the 
water around this point, 
and search for a cave 
entrance in the sift and 
sand. Swim along the narrow tunnel, into a submerged prison area, and quickly 
use your Witcher Senses to ascertain the location of another corpse, glittering in 
the muddy waters. Claim the following from the body: 


ITEM: Intricately decorated key 


THE MOST PEACABLE PEOPLE DO THE 
MOST TERRIBLE THINGS 


| OBJECTIVE 


TURN AND FACE THE SOUTH LOFTY GOALS 


| OBJECTIVE 


Macrinus was also 
guarding a stash of 
treasure long kept in 
his family, and hidden 
somewhere inside his 
manor. Enter via the 
main door across the 
cobblestone courtyard 
(to the north) and 
immediately climb the 
ladder inside. Step out onto a small loft, and look for a suspicious candle holder 
on the far wall. Examine it, and it can be turned, revealing a hidden door with a 
chest inside. Looting time! 


‘Sunken ruins and elven treasure sound intriguing, but the exact location of the 
ancient flooded temple is more of a mysterious. Head to the southern shore of 
the lake, or take a boat toward the southern shore southwest of Toussaint Prison. 
When you reach the approximate location shown in this picture, wade out a few 
paces, and dive down into another world! 


ITEMS: — Toussaint knight's boots, Toussaint knight's steel sword, 
Crowns (250+), diagram, jewels, formula, Maximus Nonius ff 
Macrinus’ journal 


£ 


s 
ee 


DANGER ALERT SPOILER ALERT 

Of course, this world is stil populated with foes you've met earlier; around TTR 

three Drowners need to be culled before you can properly explore this t Baw/ WAITING FOR 
GOE AND DOH 


wondrous place. The main structure, which looks like an X, is north of where 
you need to explore, and you venture through a portal there during Secondary 
Quest: Turn and Face the Strange. instead, search for the huge archway In a 
submerged structure to the south. Swim in, then down into a large flooded Locations: Casteldaccia Abandoned Estate, Bandit Camp (Unmarked) 
cavern of silt, and ransacked treasure chests at the far end, One requires the Enemies: Bandits ae | 
key to open, so snag the valuables and backtrack before you drown! 


ITEMS (lesser mutagen 
blue) and other abl 


Ze OHO BANGER ALERT SPOILER ALERT X = 
© \paw/ FILBERT ALWAYS 
_ PAYS HIS DEBT 


Locations: Casteldaccia Abandoned Estate 
Characters: Maximus Nonius Macrinus 
Enemies: Ghostly Knight 


GLADIATOR, READY? 


While running through the wild marshlands to the southeast of the Castledaccia 
Abandoned Estate, you may chance upon a camp of bandits; around four of them 
with at least one archer. (if you previously defeated the nearby hanse, you face 
Drowners instead of Bandits.) Dispatch them all to the void, before making a 
good search of their camp, as well as the bag of loot one of them drops. You'll 
find the following orders and a key. Read the orders to progress further. 


Coat your silver sword with specter oil when you're wandering the southern 
stretches of The Champ-Désolés, as the Casteldaccia has a nasty surprise 
awaiting you; the ghost of its former owner; Maximum Nonius Macrinus! This 
fellow was a towering specimen when alive, and he's just as intimidating in death! 
Fight this Ghostly Knight using the tactics you've previously employed against 
human foes and ghosts in human form, as well as the giant ron Borgs you fought 

during the Tourney. When the Ghostly Knight haunts no more, search the corpse 

of the last trespasser to enter here; he's by the well close to the area where you 

fought. Read the notes on his person. 


ITEM: Notes by a vandaguilder from Filibert’s hanse 


575 
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WE ALWAYS FIND SOMETHING TO LET US 
THINK WE EXIST 


Asunken boat is ripe 
for the ransacking, and 
‘can be found roughly 
west of where you 
fought the bandits. 

Run, then swim out 

into the waters, and 
dive down, disturbing a 
group of around three 
Drowners, Sharpen your 
crossbow-firing skills, and once the coast is clear (or not, as you can ignore the 
foes-and start your search), swim down to the rotting remains of the boat, now 
half-hidden in underwater plant life. Among the other chests is one glowing red if 
you use your Witcher Senses; pick the following items from it: 


ITEMS: Supplies invoice, Diagram: Belhaven blade, jewels, ore, 
formula {lesser mutagen transmutator-red to green}, tools 
and whetstone 


aw? SPOONTANEOUS» | 
) PROFITS! 


SPOILER ALERT XX 


Related Quests: Blood and Wine: Main Quest: La Cage au Fou s. 

Locations: Trastamara Hunting Cottage, The Gran’place, Nilfgaardian 
Embassy, The Pheasantry (Unmarked), Basane Farm, Danamel 
Temple Ruins (Gor’Thon’s Studio) (Unmarked) 

Characters: Innkeep (The Pheasantry} 

Enemies: Wraiths 


PLUCKED FROM THE PHEASANTRY CELLARS 


| OBJECTIVE: 


LO QUESTING DECISIONS 


| This Quest js available during your exploration of the Manor house close to the 
Trastamara Hunting Cottage Signpost, in far southeast Toussaint, during Main Quest: 


While exploring the strange and dilapidated manor house perched on the hill 
‘overlooking Caroberta Woods, which is filled with a strange collection of spoons 
hanging from ropes and sitting on sideboards, enter the main dining room of 
the residence (where the three skeletons lie by the table). Look for a small side 
table in the southeast corner with a few small candles on it. Also resting on this 
wooden table is a strange spoon, which is actually a key! It bears sophisticated 
crafting, as well as a small tag. Be sure to read the Spoon-Key Note. 


IT 


MS: Spoon-Key and Spoon-Key Not 


The note makes mention of a particular lock the Spoon-Key opens, and the 
fabled Pheasantry Inn, located in the poshest part of Beauclair, holds the 
answers. Head there (the nearest Fast-Travel points are The Gran'place or 
Nilfgaardian Embassy), and enter the drinking establishment. Step up to the bar 
and ask the Innkeep “ever seen a spoon like this?”. She remarks the cutlery 
seems to be a fanciful bouillon spoon...or a key! She directs you to the cellars 
where the previous owner left all sorts of knick knacks. 


E OBJECTIVE 


You're given free run 
of the place, so head 
behind the bar, and 
down the stairs into 
the cellar. Pass by the 
kitchens, into a small 
side corridor with a 
couple of cobwebbed 
armoires. The one in 
the corner glows red, 
requires a good looting! Remove the tome from inside, and give it a read. This 

is a rather precious cookbook containing hundreds of recipes. However, the last 
page has some chaotically-written lines regarding what exactly the Spoon-key 
unlocks—the legendary studio of Gor’Thon Ram'say, an elven cook famed for his 
culinary masterpieces! 


HEAVEN’S KITCHEN 


| OBJECTIVE 


Take a trip to Dun 
Tynne territory, in the 
northeastern part of the 
Duchy, and follow the 
road northeast from 
Basane Farm. Perched 
on a rocky outcrop are 
the ancient remains 

of an elven ruin, the 
Danamebi Temple 
Ruins that the cookbook referred to. Head up the steps, into the archway and 
down the subterranean stairs to the locked elven door. The Spoon-key opens the 
door. Just as the cookbook had predicted, the interior of the temple is indeed 
the studio of Gor'Thon Ram'say! Among the loot is a chest containing some 
exceptional recipes, a formula for Mutagen transmutation, some precious gems, 
and other valuables. On your way out, don’t be surprised if a trio of Wraiths 
appears to hinder your thievery. 


SCAVENGER HUNTS 


VIPER SCHOOL GEAR 


Related Quests: Hearts of Stone: Main Quest; Open Sesame (Part 1), 
(Part 2), Hearts of Stone: Main Quest: Whatever a Man Soweth 

Locations: Ransacked Village, Amavet Fortress Ruins (Unmarked), 
White Orchard Cemetery (Unmarked) 

Characters: Witcher Kolgrim 

Enemies: Deserters, Wraiths 

Recommended Items: 330 Crowns 


SERPENTINE STEEL SWORD: 
KOLGRIM’S COMEUPPANCE 


| This quest is unmarked, and has.only limited hints and objectives (outside of this 
guide). It can be started at any time, and trom either location listed (where the 
diagrams may be found), but the optimal path is shown here. It is recommended 
you secure the two diagrams during Main Quest: Lilac and Gooseberries, Both 

{| diagrams are found in White Orchard. The quest concludes once both the initial 
‘sword diagrams are found, though there is a complete set of armor and two more 
impressive swords stil to find in an unmarked quest afterwards, 


While traversing the 
roadways close to the 
Ransacked Village (east 
cof Woesong Bridge), 
take a stroll into the 
wooded land from the 
brick bridge you and 
Vesemir cross before 
helping the merchant 
from the Griffin, You're 
looking roughly north of the bridge (and northwest of the Ransacked Village) 
toward a ruined brick watchtower that overlooks the hamlet. This is an unmarked 
location called the Amavet Fortress Ruins. 


‘The ruins are perched upon an embankment that is rather difficult to scale if you 
don't approach from the south, heading north, Run up the fallen brick wall, grab 
the gray rock to pull yourself up, then leap left, across and up onto a couple more 
climbable edges before scrambling onto the exposed wooden platform over an 
old bridge 


‘There are around four Temerian Deserters that don't take kindly to your intrusion. 
Dispatch them quickly, then explore the ruined tower itself, 


QO DANGER ALERT 


The remainder of the Viper School Gear remains unavailable until you begin the 
Hearts of Stone Main Quest. To obtain the remaining diagrams (allowing you to craft 
Viper Armor, Boots, Gauntlets, Trousers, and Venomous Stee! Sword) and actual 
|| Venomous Silver Sword (no diagram exists), you must make specific choices during 
|) this Main Quest. As you cannot go back and find these diagrams if you miss the 


‘specific choices, take great care in ensuring your decisions are wise! | 
— ed 


VIPER SCHOOL GEAR (ADDITIONAL) 3 


Check the ground for 
some Angrily Scrawled 
Notes, and a chest along 
the eastern wall. Open it 
and gather the diagram 
inside, along with an 
Interrogation report. 
Read the report, which 
references a camp from 
where the deserters 
would rob the enemy. 


SERPENTINE SILVER SWORD: 
CRYPTIC NOTES 


OBJECTIVE 


The notes also make mention of “that old mill,” and involves Kolgrim, a Witcher 
of the Viper School, who was wrongly accused of a kidnapping, and ended his 
days in the Verrieres family crypt. With this information, you can focus your 
‘searching on the relevant areas mentioned. Gallop northwest, across the river 
north of Woseong Bridge, and pass the Mill 


Continue northwest along the road, which ends at White Orchard Cemetery. 
Aside from the humming of a Place of Power, expect a spectral ambush as a 
wraith appears to attack when you cross the cemetery threshold! Slay it, knee! 
at the Place of Power to acquire an Ability Point, and then "knock" on the chapel 
door using Aard. On either side of the entrance are hand prints; spot them using 
your Witcher Senses. 


Descend into the crypt 
under the chapel. 
Optionally light the 
wall torches with 

Ini. Defeat a second 
wraith within the crypt, 
and check the area 

for a few chests and 
corpses. Some bodies 
are fresh, but Kolgrim's 
remains, slumped on the eastern wall, are skeletal, Search Kolgrim, gathering 
the diagram, and read the letter addressed to Ivar Evil-Eye, giving a minor hint 
that there are other diagrams to find across these lands. The scavenger hunt 
‘now concludes. 


ITEMS: Letter from Witcher Kolgrim of the Viper School, 
Diagram: Serpentine silver sword 


VIPER SCHOOL GEAR: 
A COLLECTOR OF VEDYMINAICA 


To obtain the four diagrams that make up the Viper outfit, you must have just 
started Hearts of Stone Main Quest: Open Sesame (Part 1), Your initial objectives 
have you visit the Borsodi Auction House in Novigrad. After meeting Vimme Vivaldi, 
you have the optional objective to meet his three friends. The one that piques your 
interest is a lady of a certain age, and one that instantly recognizes your medallion. 
She is a keen collector of objects related to the witcherly profession, 


577 


578 


Ask her where she developed this interest, and she mentions a happy past, but 
doesn't elaborate. She does, however, allow you to view a selection of alchemy 
formulas, as well as four pieces of Viper gear. This is your only opportunity to 
purchase the following: 


ITEMS: Diagram: 


Boots, 
iper Trousers 


er Armor, Diagram: 


This Viper armor is medium in weight, offers poison immunity, and offers the highest 
armor rating ofall the Witcher gear. Each Diagram costs around 330 crowns, and 
this is the only opportunity to buy them! 


After a chat about the auction, the Countess hopes you might use your 
preternatural abilities to locate a missing earring. Oblige, head up onto the 
exterior balcony, and examine a spilt wine goblet. You soon realize the Countess 
has an ulterior motive for asking you outside; she wishes to learn more about 
‘aman she once knew with tenderness; Vesemir. Answer her as you wish, and 
leave her to her melancholy thoughts. 


VIPER SCHOOL VENOMOUS STEEL SWORD: 
BORSODI BASEMENT BONANZA 


To obtain the Venomous 
Stee! Sword Diagram, 
you must be concluding 
the Hearts of Stone 
Main Quest: Open 
‘Sesame (Part 2). The 
culmination and battle 
between the brothers 
Borsodi should have 
ended, leaving you in 
the large basement vault of the Borsodi Auction House. Before you leave via the 
secret door to the south of this basement, check the two chests near the pillar 
with the pressure plate; there are actually two valuable diagrams; for an Ofieri 
Crossbow (which isn’t relevant to this Scavenger Hunt, but is included as the 
‘weapon is impressive) and the Venomous Steel Sword. Don’t forget them before 
you leave! 


r Crossbow, 
er Venomous Steel Sword 


DANGER ALERT 


VIPER SCHOOL VENOMOUS SILVER SWORD 


To obtain the Venomous 
Silver Sword (the 
Weapon itself, as the 
diagram isn't available), 
there are a few 
important choices you 
must have made, as you 
start Hearts of Stone 
Main Quest: Whatever 

a Man Soweth.... After 
meeting with Gaunter O'Dimm and Olgeird von Everec at the Temple of Lilvani 

in northeast Velen, you must help Olgierd and intercede when Master Mirror is 
about to claim Olgierd's soul, This forces you into the Realm of Rumination, and 
to solve Master Mirror's Riddle before the sands of time thwart you. 


Cross the wooden 
bridge from the 
weeping well, and at 
the next path junction, 
head left. Head under 
the bridge and up the 
steps, following the 
path as it curves left 
(west) to a junction 
Tum right, and face 
down a specter that takes the form of a Hym. Race northwest, leap the gap in 
the stone steps, and locate the red-lit rock with a sword protruding from it 


Remember! This is the only chance to retrieve this weapon! Then retrace your 
‘steps back to where Shani was in trouble, and continue the quest. 


END: WITCHER VIPER GEAR: 
THE SERPENT’S BITE 


Seek out an armorer and blacksmith to craft this 
armor and swords. The initial swords grant a 
poisoning chance when striking any foe who is 
susceptible to poison, and allow you to gain XP for 
slaying monsters, They are perfect for your first 
weapon enhancements, The wearable gear has an 
excellent armor rating, and an impressive resistance 
to poison attacks (though you may opt for Golden 
Oriole to heal your poisoned wounds instead of 
wearing this). Both the Venomous Steel and Silver 
swords offer much more damage and poison 
chance. Consult A Witcher's Inventory in the eGuide 
for more details. 


entine Sword 


/onomous): Level 39 required (except forthe initia swords) 


POILER ALER’ 


GRIFEIN SCHOOL 


Related Quests: Secondary Quest (Novigradl: Of Swords and Dumplings 

Locations: Midcopse, Hierarch Square Armory (Novigrad), A 
Hattori’s Dumpling Shop and Armory (Glory Lane, Novigrad) 

Characters: Edwin Greloff, Witcher George, Eibhear Hattori 


Recommended Items: 200 Crowns 


PREAMBLE: MAPS FROM THE ADJUNCT 
CARTOGRAPHER EDWIN GRELOFF 


EDWIN GRELOFF MAPS #1 AND #2: 
AMATEUR ARMORER OF MIDCOPSE 


Stroll on into the village of Midcopse in Velen, and find the Armorer at his forge 
‘toward the northwest cluster of dwellings. Check the Armorer's wares and 
purchase the following two maps (for around 60 crowns for both), and then read 
either in your Inventory (under Quest Items). 


| Searching for the Griffin Witcher Gear diagrams is a somewhat laborious but 
| rewarding task. I begins when you have finished one of the following options: 


1. You explore Velen, and stumble across the location of the Grifin Steel Sword, 
Griffin Silver Sword, or Griffin Gear (Armor, Boots, Gauntlets, and Trousers). 


' 2. You visit one of the three following armorers, and purchase a set of maps by the 

|| Adjunct in Natural History at Oxenfurt Academy, Edwin Grelotf, which details his 

| research into the Witcher George. Any Edwin Grelotf map starts this Scavenger Hunt. 
‘Specific maps detail upgraded diagrams (each offers locations of between three and 
six enhanced, superior, or mastercrafted Griffin gear diagrams). There are a total of 
four Edwin Grelott documents to find. 


|| Remember! You don't need any of Edwin Greloff's maps to find the basic Griffin Gear, 


though any document starts this quest anyway. As usual, you need to find the gear in| 
| the following order: Basic, Enhanced, Superior, and finally Mastercrafted. 


‘Among his wares is the third map constructed by Edin Grelof for sale (which is 
‘around 45 Crowns to buy). Take it, then read it in your inventory (under Quest Items). 


ITEM: Edwin Greloff's Third Map 


V4 GRIFPIN°GEARSON "THERIGHT PATH 


‘The Third Map allows you to find the Upgrade Diagrams: Part 3 (the Superior steel! 
‘sword, armor—including boots, gauntlets, and trousers—and silver sword); a total 
of six diagrams in three separate locations. 


EDWIN GRELOFF MAP #4: 
MASTER ARMORER OF NOVIGRAD CITY 


ITEMS: Edwin Gretoft’s First Map, Edwin Greloff's Second Map After completing Secondary Quest: Of Swords and Dumplings (see page 


389), visit Hattori and browse his selection of goods. Purchase the following 
parchment listed below (for around 100 Crowns), and then check it in your 
Wy GRIFFIN'GEAR®ON THERIGHT PATH Inventory (under Quest items). 


fet sn a bag ag at Pmt 
trousers, and steel sword of the Enhanced Griffin Gear Diagrams). Hh Rd 


The Second Map allows you to find the Upgrade Diagrams: Part 2 (the armor, 
gauntlets, and silver sword of the Enhanced Griffin Gear Diagrams), 


SCAVENGER 
HUNTS 


The Fourth Map allows you to find the Upgrade Diagrams: Part 4 (the Mastercratted 
EDWIN GRELOFF MAP #3: steel sword, armor—including boots, gauntlets, and trousers—and silver sword); 
THE ARMORER OF HIERARCH SQUARE € total of six diagrams in three separate locations. 


Sojourn at Hierarch 
Square within Novigrad 
City, and locate the 
Journeyman Armorer 
Under the arches to the 
northwest. 


DANGER ALERT 


GRIEEIN SCHOOL 


Locations: Midcopse, Dragonstayer’s Grotto, Lornuk, Hindhold 

Characters: Edwin Gretoff, Witcher George 

Enemies: Endrega Workers, Endrega Warriors, Wraiths, Ekimmara, 
Drowners, Harpies 


ARMOR, BOOTS, GAUNTLETS, AND 
TROUSERS: DESCENT INTO THE 
DRAGONSLAYER’S GROTTO 


, OBJECTIVES: 


Upon reading the first of Edwin Grelotf's maps, it becomes clear that an 
excavation of Witcher George's final resting place is in order. You may have heard 
whispers about a place just northwest of Downwarren and slightly southwest 
— of Reardon Manor, the Dragonslayer's Grotto. Trek across forest and hills to an 
+ There are six Diagrams to find in three separate locations. They can be found in entrance hidden in the woods. Slay any Endrega nearby, and use your Witcher 
|) any order, and whither or not you've come across any of Edwin Greloff's maps on Senses to uncover the mark of the Witcher's Wolf Sign at the entrance itself (ust 
| the Witcher George. They are presented as the objectives appear if you read one of right of the stone opening) 
Edwin's maps first. All basic diagrams are found in Velen. This quest can be started 

| at any time, but the optimal opportunity is any te during or after Act Main Quest: | Enter the catacombs, and you're immediately set upon by three Wraiths. Expect 

The Nifgaardi 


ian Connection | further incursions from such foes as you search the first chambers for loot. 
<cceattciesitaiaaees | ight any candies or torches you see, so you know where you've been. Head 
roughly north down a narrow passage, slaying more Wraiths, until you reach a 
large crack in the left (north) stone wall. Turn this into a hole by blasting the wall 
section with Aard. 
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This allows access into a gas-filled cavern that can harm you if you light it, so 
fefrain from Igni or torches except from a distance. Coax more wraiths back 
into the previous passage (expect at least two more), then head east and south 
up the tunnel to a cluster of fallen boulders. Remove these with another blast 
of Aard, and step into the crypt of Witcher George. You also waken a great evil, 
a nasty Ekimmara! Battle this vampire with skill, Yrden, Devil's Puffalls, and 
tactics gleamed from this guide's Bestiary, 


BY GEORGE, YOU'VE DONE IT! 


E OBJECTIVE 


Venture into the tomb itself, looting any chests and the weapon rack if you wish. 
Light any braziers, and stop by the upper stepped area to inspect the stone tomb 
of Witcher George. Open his chest to gather four complete diagrams, as well as 
George's journal, Read it to uncover some of his thoughts regarding a “green 
dragon” and peasants taking refuge in elven ruins. This provides objectives to 
finding the two remaining swords (in either order). Now exit, either back the way 
you came, or south, out of the hidden exit (use the Eye of Nehaleni to banish a 
boulder illusion) and out to a spectacular view of Crookback Bog. 


SILVER SWORD: PRECARIOUS CLIMBING AT 
LORNRUK LIGHTHOUSE 


It's a long trek west to 
the northwestern tip 

of Velen, and the old 
‘smuggling location 
and fortress lighthouse 
of Lomruk. Approach 
by land, and you find 
the bridge is up. This 
forces you to find a 
More aquatic approach 
to investigating this area. Though you can leap from the part of the bridge that's 
accessible, and land in the water, itis safer to carefully descend via the slope 
from the southern part of the bridge, and work your way to the base of the island 
the lighthouse sits on. There is another Place of Power to activate here, as well 


The area is crawling with Downers, both above and below the water. Ready 
Your crossbow for a dive, and inspect the waters just east of the island. You 
should discover an underwater cave entrance. The entrance actually takes you 
northward, directly under the island the Place of Power sits on. Surface in a small 
grotto under the island. There's a treasure chest and other booty, but the way 

tup is via the flat-topped rocks. Climb on these, and find the stone ladder up to a 
small storage room with hay mattresses. 


Ascend the wooden 
steps to a makeshift 
barracks (empty of 
people), ransacking 
the place for more loot. 
Step outside, and turn 
the bridge wheel to 
lower the drawbridge, 
At this point, you may 
disturb a great Wyvern 
that sits atop the tower. Now is as good a time as any to challenge it to battle; 
use your crossbow, and fight on the drawbridge so you have room to move, 


When the coast is clear, return to the doorway in the fortress, and look for 
the ladder to the right of it. On the ruins of the upper floor are more loot and 

a treasure chest with the diagram you seek. The accompanying note makes 
mention of a one “Master Barnaby of Novigrad.” You've now got what you 

came here for, though you can climb the outer wooden steps to the tower itself, 
ascend the tower, searching for Dobromir's journal, and the Wyvern's snack atop 
the tower, Feel free to dive into the water from the tower for a dangerous, but 
thrilling end to this investigation 


er sword, Crafting notes, 
Dobromir’s journal 


STEEL SWORD: 
THE SAGA OF WITCHER GEORGE 


OBJECTIVE 


The castle in question is 
due east of the Border 
Post, on the Pontar 
River, a fortification 
known as Hindhold, 
Head across the 
swampy ground to 

this imposing stone 
structure, slaying a 
couple of Endrega 
Workers and a Warrior at the entrance. Enter the castle, and work your way 
through the ruins and gloom to some interlor stone steps, through some 
cobwebs and all the way up onto the wooden roof of the fortress. 


‘A lock of Harpies (and their monster nest) are the reason for all the excrement 
inthe area. Clean them up, optionally destroying the nest as well, Make a quick 
inspection of the area. The wooden ladder and scaffolding can be explored 
whenever you wish (there's skeletal remains on an upper crenellation), For now, 
remain on the wooden roof 


On either side of the wooden scaffold is a doorway. Use either to enter a ruined 
chamber with a hole in one wall, a chest, and a slumped skeleton in rags, by 
‘the main wooden wall support. Search the skeleton for the final Griffin diagram, 
and a letter. As this scavenger hunt draws to a close, feel free to open any other 
chests, including the “glimmering” chest to the left of the corpse, which holds 
Witcher George's confession. 


ITEMS steel sword, Balstick’ 


itcher George's confession 


Related Quests: Scavenger Hunt: Griffin School Diagrams ~ Part 2 

Locations: Wyvern's Ruins (Unmarked), Burned Ruins, Pirates’ Hideout 
(Unmarked! 

Enemies: Wyvern, Pirates 


BOOTS (ENHANCED): NORTH MUDPLOUGH 
RUINS RECONNOITER 


These are the first three Diagrams (Enhanced) to find in three separate locations (out 
|) of a total of six Enhanced Diagrams), Diagrams are useful only once you've crafted 
* basic Grifin gear In order to reveal their location as a quest, you need the first of Exwin 
| Grits maps rom he Armorrn Mlcopse. A thre kagrams are fond a Velen, 


The usually-barren territory of Mudplough in northern Velen has litte to offer except 
the reminders of a horrific war, Either trudge through the marsh istands heading 
southwest from Ursten, or follow the winding path northwest from Inn at the 
Crossroads to reach the remains of some brick ruins perched on a grassy knoll 


The place is guarded 
by a Wyvern, so slay 
avoid it while you 
search for the treasure 
chest. It sits among the 
brick rubble inside a 
partly destroyed set of 
walls in the northern 
part of the ruins, 


ITEM: Diagram: Griffin boots ~ enhanced 


TROUSERS (ENHANCED): 
SIFTING THROUGH THE BURNED RUINS 


OBJECTIVE: 


DANGER ALERT 


GR FIN SCH OOL DI AGRA 


Related Quests: Scavenger Hunt: Griffin School Diagrams ~ Part 1, 3 
Locations: White Eagle Fort, Frischtow, Crossroads, Ghouls’ Nest 
(Unmarked) 


Enemies: Troll, Wraiths, Noonwraith, Wolves 


ARMOR (ENHANCED): 
HOARDED BY THE PATRIOT TROLL 


OBJECTIVE: 


second three Diagrams (Enhanced) to find in three separate locations 


| These are the 
| (out ofa total of six Enfianced Diagrams), All three diagrams are found in Velen. 


From the Crow's Perch fortification, the small farmhouse now reduced to ruins of 
stone and burned wood ties just outside the protection of the moat, to the east. 
After optionally using your Witcher Senses to find the wolf sign (which allows you 
to pinpoint each treasure chest a little more accurately on your map), climb the 
‘wall shown. 


The chest is poking out 
of the mass of charred 
wood from the fallen 
‘oof. Clamber on it, 
and take the following 
diagram. 


ITEM. 


STEEL SWORD (ENHANCED): 
BLOODSHED AT THE PIRATES’ HIDEOUT 


E OBJECTIVE 


On the far western side of Velen in Spitfire Bluffs is a smugglers’ promontory 
that's northwest of Condyle, and southwest of both the Coast of Wrecks 

and Refugee Camp. Follow the path or climb the hill from the shore to reach the 
ruins of an old fort, now turned into a Pirates’ Hideout, 


There are around 

eight of these ne’er- 
do-wells roaming the 
overgrown battlements 
here. Approach from 
the south or north 
Thoughtully, they've left 
some explosive barrels 
to detonate (using Igni) 
if the mood takes you. 
The chest is atop a small section of stone steps on the western edge of the ruins. 


ITEM 


2 (ENHANCE 


The armor diagram 
is located among 
the detritus and junk 
hoarded by a patriot 
troll that fives in the 
White Eagle Fort just 
west of Oxenfurt 

Pay him a visit and 
don't worry about 
fighting; he's harmless 
unless provoked. 


Visit The Mire territory, and carefully explore the specter-filled village of 
Frischlow, which has seen more than its fair share of massacres. Cast in a 
permanent gloom, wraiths are only the start of your problems. Expect three or 
four as you explore. Head to the southwestem side of the settlement, below the 
roadside shrine. Here, a Noonwraith rises. 


581 


582 


Fight the Noonwrath among the runs and swamp ground. The scatered oon=°S, ST YER SWORD (ENHANCED): 


and a pile of rotting villagers nearby, show why this place is so haunted. Now 5 
investigate the cave opening the Noonwraith appeared near. Use Aard to re: EXPLORING THE GHOULS’ NEST 


the blockage, and find the chest with the gauntits inside, 


. OBJECTIVE 
The Wolf sign is at the northern edge of the camp, whereas the chest wil — 
diagram inside is to the side of the wooden “fort” the troll has construct 
Secondary Quest: The Volunteer starts here if you speak to the singing 


On the higher ground 

ITEM: Diagram: southwest of Crookback 
Bog is the Crossroads 
GAUNTLETS (ENHANCED): SORTS HE, 


guarding against 
GUARDED BY THESPIRITSOFTHEDEAD =—ysoauavst 
. . = heading northeast 
from the signpost, to a 
wooded ravine. 


| OBJECTIVE 


Though there's blood 
splatters and talk of a 
ghoul nest, the place 

is usually deserted. 
Inspect the cave at 

the base of the ravine, 
head inside, and gather 
loot from the deceased 
villagers, as well as 
finding the diagram 
inside a chest at the far 
end of the cave tunnel. 


nced 


ai RALERT X 
UPERIOR) «= ) 


Related Quests: Scavenger Hunt: Griffin School Diagrams - Part 2, 4 ARMOR, BOOTS, GAUNTLETS, AND 
Locations: Rock Shrine (Unmarked, An Skelligl, Sm = TROUSERS (SUPERIOR): AGAINST THE ODDS 


Giants Toes (Ard Skeltig), Etverum Lighthouse (Ard Skellig) 
Enemies: Bandits, Pirates, Wolves 


i OBJECTIVE: 


STEEL SWORD (SUPERIOR): 
AGAINST THE ELEMENTS IN AN SKELLIG The main landmass of Ard Skellig has a variety of interesting geographical 


features; not least the collection of rocks spread out like a giant's foot. Locate 
this beach in the far northeast shore of the island. There are Pirates aplenty here; 
expect to slay at least nine, in groups of three. 


| OBJECTIVE 


After three waves 
of pirates, there's a 
camp of bandits to 
= = — — i finally face as you pass 
|| These are the six Diagrams (Superior) to find in three separate locations (diagrams under a couple of large 
Ee zee bare we snes oat serra Et a | arches. Beat them 
steed — ito Submission, then 
inspect their camp; the 
treasure chest you seek 
is nestled in the flotsam 
of a wrecked rowboat 
near the campfire. 


Set sail for the northern isle of An Skellig, dacking your boat at either the Bay 
of Winds or Urialla Harbor. The treasure you seek is along the pathways that 
twist and turn through the hilly wood and heather to the northwest of the istand 
Follow the path north to a trio of abandoned huts 


Just beyond these 
abandoned huts is a ITEMS: Diagram: in armor ~ superior, Diagram: Griffin 
trio of bandits you can boots - superior, Diagram: Griffin gauntlets ~ superior, 


face. Afterwards, head 
to the oliff edge and 

rock shrine. Ignore the 
offerings in front of 

the shrine; the chest is 
tucked away on the other 
side of the shrine rock. 


Diagram: Griffin trousers - superior 


ITEM peri 


SILVER SWORD (SUPERIOR): 
UNDER THE ELVERUM LIGHTHOUSE 


| OBJECTIVE: 


“DANGER ALERT 


© GRIFF IN SCH oL DIAGRAMS 


This diagram is located under the Elverum Lighthouse on the very southern tip of 
Ard Skellig. Journey there by trail or boat, and locate the entrance to a cave on 
the hillside above the rugged shoreline 


Locate the wolf sign at the cave mouth to ald in mapping where the treasure 
chest is, before entering the cave and then exploring the winding tunnels within 
Keep exploring until you cross an old elven bridge, down some steps to a tomb, 

The chest is behind the tomb with another chest. 


ITEM: Diagra 


POILER 


4 (MAS” TERCRA 


ALERT XX 


Related Quests: Scavenger Hunt: Griffin School Diagrams ~ Part 3 
Locations: Boxholm [Ard Skellig), Redgill (Ard Skeltig), a 
One-Eyed King’s Ruins (Unmarked, Ard Skettig), 
Fornhala (Ard Skeltig), Kaer Dhu (Unmarked, Ard Skeltig) 
Enemies: Cyclops, Harpies, Archgriffin 


STEEL SWORD (MASTERCRAFTED): 
ABANDONED IN BOXHOLM 


E OBJECTIVE: _ 


‘Those are the six Diagrams (Mastercrafted) to find in three separate locations 
(diagrams for the wearable items are grouped together). They can only be found 

|; lfyou've located all sx Superior Griffin gear elements, and you've purchased the 

|! fourth (and last) of Erwin Greloft's maps from Hattori the Master Armorer (Novigrad), | 


t ‘Al six diagrams are found in Skellige, : 
| 


Travel to the abandoned settlement of Boxholm in the upper central area of 
‘Ard Skellig. At the signpost, head east toward a ruined water tower with two 
spires. The wolf sign is behind some low bushes on the stone wall, to the right 
of the towers. 


More importantly, 
the chest is up the 
sunken stone steps to 
the east, right of the 
two watchtowers, up 
and over the wall, and 
then a short walk left 
(north) to a ruined wall 
surrounded by bracken. 


ITEM: Diagram: Griffin steel sword ~ mastercrafted 


ARMOR, BOOTS, GAUNTLETS, AND 
TROUSERS (MASTERCRAFTED): 
IN THE LAIR OF THE ONE-EYED KING 


j OBJECTIVE: 


Along the eastern shore north of Redgil isa treacherous lair; a set of cliffside 
ruins guarded by a harpies and fearsome Cyclops that can easily send you flying 
to your doom! Approach from the north (heading south) to avoid the cyclops 
(there are just harpies to deal with instead). On the north slope are a ‘number of 
large boulders. Look for the wolf sign there and climb them, 


Climb two of the 
boulders, and up onto 
the snow-covered ruins, 
then turn right and 
enter the cave where 

a Place of Power Is 
located. There are two 
chests to discover 
nearby; loot them 

both as one has all the 
diagrams you need 


ITEMS: Diagram: Griffin armor - mastercrafted, Diagram: Griffin 
jagram: Griffin gauntlets - 


boots - mastercrafted, 
mastercrafted, Diagram: Griffin trousers - mastercrafted 
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SILVER SWORD (MASTERCRAFTED): 
AMID THE RUINS OF KAER DHU 


E OBJEC TIVE: 


On the eastern shore of the marshy lake, and opposite the cursed village of 
Fomnhala is a small fort known as Kaer Dhu. Get there by heading down from 
Fornhala, and crossing the swamp. Watch for an Archgriffin nesting on a large 
dead tree in the vicinity 


Very little of the fortification remains standing, but the tower holds the treasure 
you seek. Head inside the doorway opening, and check left for the chest. 


END: THE GRIFFIN WARRIOR 


Gritin Goar (Basie); 
Level 11 required, 


Grittin Gear (Enhanced): 
Level 18 required. 


Gritin Gear (Superior): 
Level 26 required. 


Grittin Gear (Mastorerated): 
Lovel 34 required, 


Those that wish to augment their already-potent Sign powers are wise to choose this armor while in combat, as Griffin gear gives bonuses to your Signs (usually the 
intensity), including the swords, as well as other bonuses. 


PREAMBLE: MAPS FROM THE ADJUNCT 
MAPPER ADALBERT KERMITH 


| Searching or he Cat Witcher Gear dlagrams is considerable task. begin when 
|, You have finished one of the following options: 


||. 1. You explore Novigrad, and stumble across the location of the Cat Steel Sword, Cat 
Sitver Sword, Cat Crossbow, or Cat Gear (Armor, Boots, Gauntlets, and Trousers) 

i 

i] 


: 
; 
2. You explore Velen, and visit one of the three following traders, and purchase = 
a set of maps by the Adjunct in Natural History at Oxenfurt Academy, Adalbert | 
| Kermith, which details his notes into the Witcher Kiyan. Any Adalbert Kermith map | 
starts this Scavenger Hunt. Specific maps detail upgraded diagrams (each otters | 
| Jocations of between three and six enhanced, superior, or masterrafted Cat gear 
|| tlagrams). Theres no upgrade to the Fein Crossbow. There ae atotal of four, | 
Adalbert Kermith documents to find. 


Remember! You don't need any of Adalbert Kermith's maps to find the basic Cat 
Gear, though any document starts this quest anyway. AS usual, you need to find the 
gear in the following order: Basic, Enhanced, Superior, and finally 


SPOILER ALERT 


ee 


ADALBERT KERMITH’S MAP #1: 
THE MERCHANT OF BLACKBOUGH 


While exploring Velen in the area to the west of Crow's Perch, drop in on the 
village of Blackbough, and locate the merchant standing in front of his hut, close 
to the signpost and crossroads, Check his meager wares and buy the first map 
(tor around 15 crowns), and then read it in your Inventory (under Quest Items), 


ITEM: 


The First Map allows you to find the Upgrade Diagrams: Part 1 (the boots, armor, and 
silver sword of the Enhanced Cat Gear Diagrams). 


ADALBERT KERMITH’S MAP #2: 
THE AMATEUR BLACKSMITH OF BLACKBOUGH 


Don't depart the Velen village of Blackbough without additionally visiting the 
blacksmith banging away at his anvil. It isn’t a quality breastplate you're after, 
but the second of Adalbert's maps. Purchase it for around 30 crowns, and open 
your Inventory (under Quest Items) to read it 


ADALBERT KERMITH’S MAP #4: 


ATG NeTHERIGHT PATE 
My a - : THE AMATEUR BLACKSMITH OF LINDENVALE 


‘The Second Map allows you to find the Upgrade Diagrams; Part 2 (the gauntiets, 
trousers, and steel sword of the Enhanced Cat Gear Diagrams). 


ADALBERT KERMITH’S MAP #3: 
THE QUARTERMASTER OF CROW'S PERCH 


The Bloody Baron's 
residence in northwest 
Velen is a hive of 
activity, and behind 

the inner walls above 
the fortified village is a 
quartermaster's store 
‘Among the weapons, 
Gwent cards, and other 
trinkets you'll find the 
third of Adalbert’s maps, It costs no more than 65 crowns, Open your Inventory 
(Quest Items) to check it. 


HUNTS 


Due east of Crow's Perch, in the northern part of Velen, is another impoverished 

settiement, Lindenvale. Speak to the blacksmith on the north part of the village; 

he gladly sells you the last of Adalbert's maps for around 125 crowns. Open your 
Inventory (Quest Items) to check it 


ELEM. Aialbert FACS Tiare Ties, ITEM: Adatbert Kermith’s Fourth Map 


VA CATYGEARSONTHERIGH T PATH 


The Third Map allows you to find the Upgrade Diagrams: Part 3 (the steel sword, 
(gear (armor, gauntlets, trousers, and boots) and silver sword of the Superior Cat 
Gear Diagrams). 


The Third Map allows you to find the Upgrade Diagrams: Part 4 (the steel sword, | 
‘gear (armor, gauntlets, trousers, and boots) and silver sword of the Mastercrafted =| 
Cat Gear Diagrams), 


OC DANGER ALERT 


e "GEAR (BASIC) 


4 Head to the Elector's 
Locations: Elector’s Square (Novigrad), Temple Isle Passages: . ‘Square signpost to start 


{Unmarked}, Lighthouse, Widow's Grotto, Flying Stag (Unmarked), — y 2 your exploration, Don't 
Est Taylar, Drahim Castle ; be tempted to explore 
Characters: Adatbert Kermith s % the shoreline under 
Enemies: Golem, Wraiths, Drowners, Witcher Kiyan, Bandits, this huge island rock, 
Witch Hunters: i or you'll never find the 
entrance! 
ARMOR, BOOTS, GAUNTLETS, AND From Elector's Square, 
D 


TROUSERS: NOVIGRAD’S BIGGEST SECRET head roughly west and 


northwest down the cobbled side streets, to the cliff edge, You're looking for a 
lifftop stone path that winds precariously around the dwellings that face the 

sea. Carefully climb down the rocks to a subsequent grassy path which takes 
you down and around to a large fissure, the cave passage entrance. 


E OBJECTIVES: 
. 


Enter the cave passage, 
continuing north and 
northeast until you're 
stopped by a rock 


|} There are seven Diagrams to find in four separate locations. They can be found in wall. This is actually 
|, any order, and whether or not you've come across any of Adalbert Kermith’s maps. an illusion, so produce 
‘on the Witcher Kiyan, They are presented as the objectives appear if you read one the Eye of Nehaleni 


+) of Adalbert's maps first. All basic diagrams are found in Novigrad. This quest can be (obtained during Main 
started at any time, but the optimal opportunity is any time during or after Act: Mal Quest: Wandering in 

Gilet: The Mifgserdien Connection, } the Dark), and interact 

with the rock; it dissolves away. You gain entry to a large subterranean cavern 

After viewing the first _with elven arches around the perimeter. Beware of a golem up ahead, close to 


of Adalbert Kermith's a fountain. Battle or avoid this summoned monster. Secure the main fountain 
annotated maps, it chamber, ending (to the southeast) at two sets of steps with four cauldrons to 
appears the City of light, with a firmly-locked laboratory door atop the steps. 

Novigrad is hiding more 


than just sorcerers in MW INVESTIGATING THEMAD WITCHER'S LAIR 

its many subterranean 

hideaways. There's ‘The going gets particularly tough from this point on, so prepare for dangerous. 

mention of special ‘combat. Feel free to use Igni or interact with any cauldrons, braziers, candies, oF 

passages under Temple _ torches you spot (though watch for flammable gas down a side passage to the 

Isle, the hifalutin seat of government and location of the Eternal Fire's major ‘orthwest), so you can keep track of where you've been. Or check the map aut on 
page 646. It's a maze in here! 


place of worship, 
585 


586 


INVOICE FOR A GOLEM 


‘Work your way in a counterclockwise direction around the perimeter of the 
fountain cavern from the starting entrance. At the first blocked archway on your 
‘ight (along the south perimeter of the cavern), light the two cauldrons and break 
the walled section of the cracked arch opening using Aard. Continue down a few 
rock steps to a pool. Dive down, optionally loot a chest, and climb out the other 
‘Side. Head into an eerily-illuminated chamber. Watch for a wraith guarding some 
paperwork and a chest, Read the invoice, revealing who purchased the golem 
(Irenues var Steingard). 


ITEM: Invoice for a Golé 


LOOK TO THE DEPTHS TO BE LIFTED UP 


Return to the fountain 
cavern where you 
fought the golem, and 
journey east through 

an open arch, and 
southeast through a 
natural rock tunnel with 
some escaping fungi 
gas (refrain from using 
fire), Climb the rocks 

at the end of the tunnel, and search for a strange ceremonial stone chamber 
marked by a tablet inscription, Examine it, then explore the octagonal room with 
eerie cowled statues surrounding a central stone floor, Use your Witcher Senses 
and uncover some notes, strange markings, and a mysterious recipe. Slay the 
two waiting wraiths guarding this place. 


ITE 


A: Research notes, Mysterious recipe 


Light the torches if you wish, then inspect the pillars around the chamber. All of 
them have levers you must pull, Each time you pull a lever, the statue to the right 
of it rotates clockwise 90 degrees. Continue moving these statues until every 
single one of them faces into the central stone floor. You'll know when this has 
happened as the central floor grinds back to reveal a plunge pool! Dive into the 
murky depths, fending off any Drowners with your crossbow, and locate (using 
Witcher Senses) the skeletal remains on the bottom of the pool. Extricate its key, 
ascend, and head back to the golem chamber. 


ITEM: Laboratory key 


NO GOOD. NO EVIL. ONLY PAIN. 


| OBJECTIVE 


Unlock the door at the top of the two sets of steps, and enter the mage's 
laboratory. You may wish to Meditate and prepare for combat first. Light any 
braziers, and then look ahead at the deranged man sitting inside a pentangle. 
This is Kiyan, the Witcher driven mad and doomed to sit here for an eternity! 
‘Not any more... 


After slaying your erstwhile brethren, inspect his corpse for a mother lode of 
valuables! The notebook reveals how Kiyan was driven mad, becoming litle 
more than ‘a demonic host. The laboratory log also mentions the wreck of the 
“Flying Stag;” your next destination 


ITEMS: Moonblade, Laboratory notebook, Diagram: Feline armor, 
Diagram: Feline boots, Diagram: Feline gauntlets, 
Diagram: Feline trousers 


MY DEFEATING WITCHERORIYARSTHE 


ESTRATTLE TACTIC 


The battie is likely to be short-lived, as although Kiyan can utilize Signs (Aard, Igni, 
‘and Quen) and sword attacks with the Moonblade he carries are quick and cause 
bleeding, you have a couple of cunning plans to try: 


Death from Afar: Before combat even begins, before you walk down the laboratory 
steps, utilize as many Dancing Star, Dragon's Dream, and other bombs you have, 
Jobbing them at the kneeling Kiyan to thoroughly soften him up. Should the fight 
{get out of control, use the pillars and scenery to dart behind, and try further ranged 
attacks (bombs or crossbow bolts). 


Death up Close: I you're fighting Kiyan at close quarters, which is the usual plan, try 
to play a defensive game. Wait for him to start an attack string, parry it (or dodge), 
‘and return the favor with some quick slices of your own. Quen is helpful to absory 
damage and keep you from getting staggered. Whittle down Kiyan's health in this 
‘manner, until he yields. 


CROSSBOW: THE RESTING PLACE OF THE 
FLYING STAG 


| OBJECTIVE 


Between the Lighthouse and Widow's Grotto on the northwestern coast of the 
Grassy Knoll territory, are a cluster of small islands, 

Take a boat or swim across from the mainland, watching for any bandits, until 
you spot the rotting remains of the once-proud ship, the Flying Stag, 


Climb aboard this 
bamacte-bottomed 
vessel, and then 
descend into the 
waterlogged hull to 
discover a small chest 
perched at the edge 
of the water. Pry it 
open to obtain the 
crossbow diagram, 
and some notes. Head to safety and read up on a sorcerer's attempts to kidnap 
Witcher Kiyan. This further knowledge points to some ancient elvish ruins in 
Gustfields Territory. 


ITEMS: Mage’s notes, Diagram: Feline crossbow i 


SILVER SWORD: WALLED UP ALIVE IN 
EST TAYIAR 


E OBJECTIVE 


-_ 


Search the northeastem part of Novigrad, and the Gusttields Territory in 
particular, to uncover the elven ruins of Est Tayiar. This ancient subterranean 
labyrinth is also said to be the hideout for Phillipa Eilhart. Visit the overgrown 
ruins, ignoring (or battling) any witch hunters on the surface. Descend down the 
slit of earth at the entrance. 


Use Aard to break 

a loose wall to the 
southeast, when you're 
down below in an 
entrance chamber of 
elven tile floor. The 
wall reveals a small 
antechamber with a 
corpse to loot, Read 
the notes the professor 
left; it references Castle Drahim, The Witcher apparently murdered one of the 
Professor's men and left the poor fellow to die in here. 


From Est Tayiar, you 
can journey almost due 
west to the territory of 
Grassy Knoll (south of 
Novigrad city), Find the 
small castle perched 
on a hill, and watch 

for some bothersome 
bandits, who may 
attack from horseback 
(but not if you push them off their steeds using Aard). 


Though there's a blood trail leading to the cellar, and an unnaturally pale 
and cracked corpse at the bottom, this isn’t part of your quest (this is part of 
Contract: The White Lady). Instead, look for the wolf sign on the boulder to the 


ITEMS: Professor Sigismund Gloger’s note: left of the castle tower entrance, Enter the tower (burst through the door using 
Diagram: Feline sitver sword ‘Aard), and take the ladder down into the tower cellar. There are a few chests 
with valuables to loot, but the real prize is the “glittering” chest in the comer, 
STEEL SWORD: THE TRIAL OF WITCHER Gather the diagram and journal, the latter of which tells you more about Witcher 
Kiyan’s work for Prince Adrien), This isn't required reading, as you should now 
KIYAN IS COMPLETE have all seven diagrams, and the quest concludes. 


ITEMS: Prince Adrien’s journal, Diagram: Feline steet sword 


DANGER ALERT 


CAT S jt DIAGRAMS — PART (ENHANC 


Related Quests: Scavenger Hunt: Cat School Diagrams ~ Part 2 ITEM: Diagram: Feline boots ~ enhanced t 


Locations: Royal Wyvern's Cave (Unmarked, Velen], Aeramas” 
Abandoned Manor (Novigrad], Southern Gate (Novigrad Cityl, ARMOR (ENHANCED): TRAVERSING THE 
Poor Lodgings (Unmarked, The Bits, Novigrad City} ABANDONED MANOR 


Enemies: Royal Wyvern, Wyverns 


| OBJECTIVE 
BOOTS (ENHANCED): TRESPASSING IN THE 
WYVERN’S DEN 


Due east of Oxenturt 


E OBJEC = } inthe large territory of 
Gustfields, is a minor 
trail to take through 
the woods, until you Pay 
reach the remains of my = 
two brick gate columns if Pua ac 
{| Those are the frst three Diagrams (Enhanced) to find in three separate locations (out indicating the threshold ee 3 
of a total of six Enhanced Diagrams). One of the diagrams is found in Velen, and two. to the once-grand 
| are In Novigrad. J} Aeramas' Estate. 


There's a strange smell of cheese in the air, which becomes all the more 
apparent if you complete Secondary Quest: Of Dairy and Darkness at 
this location. 


East of Toderas and 
south of the Grotto, 
and across the rough 
hillside north of Benek, 
is a hillside cave with 
two entrances. If you've 
completed Contract 
Phantom of the Trade 
Route, you know this to 
be the nest of a Royal 
Wyvern, so take the lower, south entrance if you wish to avoid combat. 


For now, climb the stairs and head up to the ruins of the upper floor, above the 
pentangle. Between an upturned sideboard and a bookcase on the octagonal 
upper area is the chest you require. 


The wolf sign is at the 
south cave entrance, 
on the right rock wall 
Venture north up the 
entrance tunnel (i 

you find some hiding 
villagers, you've 
ventured too far). Keep 
to the right, looking 
along the right wall for 
the chest among the rubble and ferns. 


587 


588 


SILVER SWORD (ENHANCED): 
UP INTO SQUALOR 


OBJECTIVE 


Visit either the Oxenfurt Gate or Southern Gate on the east side of the 
City of Novigrad. From the Southern Gate, it's a straight shot into The Bits, 
northward across the cobblestones, through a small archway tunnel, to a 
‘grime-flled courtyard. 


Behind the small hedge and dead trees on the upper grass area is a ladder. 
Climb it (from the correct direction!), and head inside a squalid lodging house. 
Take the stairs to your right immediately, to an upper floor and small bedroom. 
Loot the chest on the southern wattle-and-daub wall 


DANGER ALERT 


ITEM: er sword ~ enhanced 


CAT SCHOOL;DIAGRAMS = PARTS (ENHANC 


Related Quests: Scavenger Hunt: Cat School Diagrams - Part 1,3 

Locations: Codgers’ Quarry (Velen), Oxenfurt (Novigrad), Blacksmith’ 
Shop (Unmarked, Oxenfurt), Toderas {Velen}, Reardon Manor (Velen), 
Hog Hut (Unmarked, Velen) 

Enemies: Alghouls, Bandits 


GAUNTLETS (ENHANCED): 
NECROPHAGES IN THE QUARRY 


| OBJECTIVE 


| These are the second three Diagrams (Enhanced) to find in three separate locations 
EER 


(out of a total of six Enhanced Diagrams). Two of the diagrams are found in Velen, 
in Novigrad (the city of Oxenturt), 
A 


Time to do some 
digging around in 
Codgers’ Quarry; 

head there and speak 
Yo the Initially- 
Unpleasant peasant 
looters (Secondary 
Quest: Looters (Il)), 
Combat occurs, but not 
with the peasants; there 
are three prowling Ghouls to cut down before you're able to search. 


Head southwest, into the dark quarried area where the necrophages came from. 
Check the right wall for the wolf sign, then head into the quarried area, moving to 
the fern-filled back of the large alcove where the chest is. 


ITEM: Diagram: Feline gauntlets ~ enhanced 


TROUSERS (ENHANCED): 
HIDDEN ALCOVES IN THE SEWERS 


Visit the second city of 
Oxenturt, heading in 

via the Western Gate 
and moving eastward, 
toward the blacksmith’s 
residence. Pass him by, 
heading around to the 
lower, rear entrance 
to his building, by the 
water. Enter the door shown in this picture, 


Turn immediately 
right once you enter, 
ignoring the stairs 

up. Instead, use the 
ladder to descend into 
a small cellar, with a 
broken wall leading 
into Oxenturt's sewers. 
Step through the brick 
wall opening, and view 
a second brick wall opposite, to the west. Use your Witcher Senses to find a 
protruding brick to the right. Use it, opening the secret section of wall that leads 
to an alcove with the chest 


ITEM: Diagram: Feline trousers - enhanced 


STEEL SWORD (ENHANCED): 
HIDING A HAUL IN THE HOG HUT 


} OBJECTIVE 


Back in Velen, mid-way between Toderas and Reardon Manor in the wooded hills 
and dales of this once-picturesque place, is a small cave opening. Check the left 
‘fock wall at the entrance to uncover the wolf sign. 


This place may be 
teeming with bandits 
attempting to enter an 
elven temple. The area 
ts known locally as the 
“Hog Hut”, for reasons 
which become apparent 
during Secondary Quest: 
Fool's Gold. For now, 
pass the dead bear and 
find the chest you seek along the left wall, at the start of the elven floor tiles. 


ITEM: Diagram: Feline steel sword - enhanced 


Oy DANGER 


~ > ICAP SCHOOUDING RAN SEDARIS OUPERIOR) 


‘Over in Crookback Bog, along the southwestern marsh shores relatively close to 


Related Quests: Scavenger Hunt: Cat School Diagrams ~ Part 2, 4 the Dragonslayer's Grotto, is a small set of stone ruins guarded by a frightening 
‘avern (Novigrad), Earth Elemental Ruins (Unmarkecieae Earth Elemental, 


Velen), Ursten (Novigrad), Rock Troll Cavern (Unmarked, Velen} 
Enemies: Drowners, Golem, Earth Elemental, Nekkers Check a section of 
stone ruins on the 
north edge of this small 
unmarked location for 


STEEL SWORD (SUPERIOR): the wolf sign, then avoid 
ASSAULT IN THE CAVERN the Earth Elemental, or 
attack it, and discover 


OBJECTIVE the chest slightly south 
Se of the sign, nestled ina 
ruined corner of ivy and 
evergreen saplings 


SCAVENGER 
HUNTS 


ITEMS: Diagram: Feline armor ~ superior, Diagram: Feline boots ~ 
superior, Diagram: Feline gauntlets ~ superior, 


‘These are the six Diagrams (Superior) to find in three separate locations (diagrams 
for the wearable tems are grouped together). One of the diagrams is found in Velen, 


and two are in Novigrad. 


Northeast of Temple Isle 

(Novigrad City) along 
the coast of Gustfields 
is the appropriately 
named Cavern signpost. 
Battle any Drowners 
along the sands before 
wading into the cave 
mouth, The large 
boulder right of the cave has the wolf sign scrawled onto it 


Diagram: Feline trousers ~ superior 


SILVER SWORD {SUPERIOR}: 
CARNAGE IN THE CAVERN 


Visit the village of Ursten, and take a small trek into the forest to the east of 
this settlement. Search out a small dell with a cave entrance, and remove the 
bothersome Nekker duo outside. 


Venture into the cave 
(after checking the right 
entrance wall for the 
wolf sign), and a Nekker 
infestation attempts 

to swarm you. Stay in 
the entrance tunnel 

and make short work 
of around six more. 


ARMOR, BOOTS, GAUNTLETS, AND TROUSERS silane Nekkers. Then head into 
(SUPERIOR): ATTACK AT THE RUINS the larger cavern beyond, where you face @ rabid rock toll, Only then can you 


The cave is waterlogged, but the water level is low enough to allow full 
maneuverability. This is handy, as there's a terrifying Golem guarding a small 
wood platform at the back of the cave, which holds the chest you seek. Slay or 
avoid the Golem before gathering the loot 


ITE 


Di Feline steel sword 


search the cavern, checking the climbable ledges to the east, blasting through 
f, OBJECTIVE: stalagmites with Aard, to reveal a chest alcove. 


ITEM: Diagram: Feline silver sword ~ superior 


The abandoned fortress of Kaer Gelen, east of the Miner's Camp and north of 
Related Quests: Scavenger Hunt: Cat School Diagrams ~ Part 3 the Abandoned Sawmill in the northern climes of Ard Skellig, holds its fair share 
Locations: Kaer Gelen (Ard Skellig), Trottheim (Faroe), BEE of secrets, including a Noonwraith at its threshold. Climb the steep slope to the 


Enemies: Noonwraith, Wralths, Harpies, Sirens main entrance and signpost, which is blocked. Then enter via the side portcullis 
arch, which is open. 
STEEL SWORD (MASTERCRAFTED): After being set upon by 


DEATH FROM WITHIN, TREASURE ABOVE four wraiths, dismiss 


these spirits, and head 
F OBJECTIVE: B) south down the main 
ae iB! corridor. The wolf sign is 
on the stone wall at the 
junction where there 
are cobwebbed stairs 
to the right (west). Take 
these stone steps up 
and check the left wall for a small alcove; step in to claim the loot from a chest. 


|| These are the six Diagrams (Mastercrafted) to find in three separate locations 
(diagrams for the wearable items are grouped together), All six diagrams are found 


| inSkelige, a eS < pre ITEM: Diagras 


ine steel sword ~ mastercrafted 589 


590 


ARMOR, BOOTS, GAUNTLETS, AND 
TROUSERS (MASTERCRAFTED): 
DEATH FROM ABOVE: TREASURE WITHIN 


OBJEC TIVE 


Sail to the southeast isle of Faroe. Due south of Trottheim (which is full of slavers) 
is a rugged coastline filled with Sirens and Harpies. Expect a prolonged assault 
from the air. After the coast is (literally) clear, check the left wall of the cave 
‘mouth for the wolf sign, and wade inside. 


This cave features. 
three strange statues 
you can turn (until they 
become orange rather 
than red in your Witcher 
Senses) and unlock 

a door to more loot, 

But you're here for the 
four diagrams, so stay 
hugging the left wall as 
you enter, until you reach the chest behind a stalagmite column. 


ITEMS: Diagram: Feline armor - mastercrafted, Diagram: Feline 
boots ~ mastercrafted, Diagram: Feline gauntlets - 
mastercrafted, Diagram: Feline trousers ~ mastercrafted 


SILVER SWORD ([MASTERCRAFTED): 
TREASURE ABOVE 


F OBJECTIVE 


Remain on Faroe for the last of the Cat School Gear; journey east from Harviken, 
up the hill trails and almost to the summit where the warrior's arena is located. 
Lower down the slope is a rocky promontory and cave. 


Inside are the remains of elven ruins. In front is a large cracked wall. To your 
Tight is a smaller cracked archway wall. Use Aard to break open both these walls, 
but the diagram is in a small tomb alcove behind the archway wall. 


ITEM: Diagram: Fetine silver sword ~ mastercrafted 


END: THE TALONED TALENTS OF CAT SCHOOL GEAR 


Feline Gear (Basic) 
Lovel 17 required. 


Feline Goar (Enhanced), 
Level 23 required, 


Feline Gear (Mostercratted) 
Level. 


Feli 


raquired. 


With bonuses to your Critical Hits and increased chances to cause bleeding from the swords (sometimes including dismemberments and other attack bonuses), and 
various resistances for the armor parts, the Feline Diagrams of the Cat School gear is a must for those Witchers intending to primarily use their swords over signs. 


Location: Kaer Trolde (Ard Skellig) 


Characters: Ibrahim Savi, Witcher Gerd 
Recommended Items: 355 Crowns 


PREAMBLE: MAPS FROM THE ADJUNCT 
GEOGRAPHER IBRAHIM SAVI 


Locating the Bear Witcher Gear diagrams Is a task not well-suited to an amateur. It 
begins when you have concluded either of the following options: 


| 1. You explore Skellige, and stumble across the location of the Ursine Stee! Sword, 
| _Ursine Silver Sword, Ursin Crossbow, or Urine Gear (Armor, Boots, Gauntlets, 
| ‘and Trousers), 


2. You explore Skellige and purchase a set of maps by the Adjunct in Natural History 
at Oxenfurt Academy, Ibrahim Savi, which details his notes into the Witcher Gerd. 
Any Ibrahim Savi map starts this Scavenger Hunt. Specific maps detail upgraded 
diagrams (each offers locations of between three and six enhanced, superior, or 
‘mastercrafted Bear gear diagrams). There is no upgrade to the Ursine Crossbow. 
There are a total of four Ibrahim Savi documents to buy. 


| Remember! You don't need any of brahim Savi's maps to find the basic Bear Gear, 
} though any document starts this quest anyway. As usual, you need to find the gear in, 
the following order: Basic, Enhanced, Superior, and finally Mastercratted. 


IBRAHIM SAVI'S MAPS #1, #2, #3, AND #4: 
THE ARMORER OF KAER TROLDE 


Travel to Ard Skellig, and visit the windswept armorer at Kaer Trolde. After 
checking his selection of goods, buy the all four of the maps (which should cost 
no more than 355 crowns for all of them). Then open and view them in your 
Inventory (under Quest Items), 


a 
ifs 


ONTHERIGHT?T 


‘The First Map allows you to find the Upgrade Diagrams: Part 1 (the silver sword, 
boots, and armor of the Enhanced Bear Gear Diagrams). 


The Second Map allows you to find the Upgrade Diagrams: Part 2 (the gauntiets, 
stee! sword, and trousers of the Enhanced Bear Gear Diagrams), 


‘The Third Map allows you to find the Upgrade Diagrams: Part 3 (the gear (armor, 
gauntlets, trousers, and boots) steel sword, and silver sword of the Superior Bear 
Gear Diagrams). 


‘The Fourth Map allows you to find the Upgrade Diagrams: Part 4 (the stee! sword, 
‘gear (armor, gauntlets, trousers, and boots), and silver sword of the Mastercratted 
Bear Gear Diagrams). 


POILER ALERT XX 


BEAR SCHOOL GEAR (BASIC) E) 


Locations: Yngvar’s Fang (An Skeltig), Fort Tuirseach (Unmarkes 
An Skeltig), Rogne (Ard Skellig), Fort Etnir (Unmarked, Ard 
Skellig), Old Watchtower [Spikeroog), Melusine’s Cave (Unmarked, 
Spikeroog), Ruined Inn (Ard Skeltig) 

| characters: Ibrahim Savi 

Enemies: Rock Troll, Sirens, Wraiths, Gargoyles, Ice Elemental, Bandits, 
Cyclops, Drowners, Sirens 


ARMOR, BOOTS, GAUNTLETS, AND 
TROUSERS: SCALING YNGVAR’S FANG 


f OBJECTIVES: _ 


There are seven Diagrams to find in four separate locations. They can be found 
in any order, and whether or not you've come across Ibrahim Savi's maps on the 
Witcher Gerd. They are presented as the objectives appear if you read one of 
| lbrahim’s maps first. All basic diagrams are found across Skelige. This quest can be 
| started at any time, but the optimal opportunity is any time during or after Act I: Main 
Flag Destination Skellige. | 
_ —EE $e 


Fort Tuirseach is an unmarked (and dilapidated) location on An Skellig, which is 
a formidable ocean's distance away from the main island of Ard Skellig, Set sail 
heading to the port of Urialla Harbor. You'd be wise to speak to the women of this, 
place, and begin the Secondary Quest: The Path of Warriors, since your journey 
requires you to undertake part of the aforementioned path. Now head northeast 
across the istand until you reach the entrance to the Trail to Yngvar's Fang (the 
mountain). Beware of a rock troll quarding the entrance. 


Run forward over the 
wooden bridge, and 
leap the gap before 
slaying a Siren, Wait for 
two more and defeat 
them as well. Coax 
them over with Axil or 
crossbow bolts, Then 
‘move right along the 
path, leap a gap, and 
make a tight left turn as you climb up and onto the natural rock bridge, Dash 
across the moss. 


MORE HASTE. LESS SPEED 


Falling while maneuvering across this increasingly dangerous pathway, full of 

leaps and precise landing, requires you to keep a steady head, and a degree of 
patience. Save your progress before each new leap. Look for rocks stained with bird 
droppings to climb on as you continue onward and upward. If you fall, there's usually 
a period of backtracking. Or death spasms. 
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From the mossy bridge, leap and grab the ledge. Pull yourself up and make a 
series of sharp switchback turns as you zig-zag up the mountain trail. Leap the 
gaps and pass by two tattered flags showing your progress. Continue west along 
the trail which flattens out slightly, and leap the gaps along the slope after sliding 
down a little. When you can't continue any farther, look left and you seea series 
of ledges leading up into the mists to the peak of Yngvar's Fang. However, to the 
fight is a wooden door. Push it open to enter the remains of Fort Tuirseach. 


THE WAILING HORRORS OF FORT TUIRSEACH 


Ignite the torches on your left and right of the barred throne room gate so you 
kriow where you've been. Head left, down the spiral steps to the lower dungeon 
level, lighting torches as you go. Ahead, wraiths are forming. Grab a scrap of 
paper (a ballad) and slay the first wraith. it quards a chest with treasure, close to 
A wall lever. Use the lever to open the cell gratings all along the walls. 


ITEM: Ballad of Torgeir the Red 


Two more wraiths 
appear. Slay them 
before heading through 
the open gratings, 
checking a number of 
cells. Three hold dead 
prisoners, but one 
offers a drop into a cave 
tunnel. Drop down to 
the south, turn right 
(west), and explore under the dungeon. These are stone catacombs, with another 
two wraiths to face. Find the stone steps up (north) to a ruined spiral staircase. 
Climb the rock ledges to a blockage, which is soon removed with Aard. 


| OBJECTIVE 


You finally arrive in the central throne room of the fort, which is otherwise 
inaccessible, Screeching in this chamber are three more wraiths, which appear 
aS you approach the locked gate. First, ransack the glittering chest in the far 
comer. Loot it to gather the first four diagrams, and the chronicles of Clan 
Tuirseach, as well as the second ballad of Witcher Gerd. Ransack any other 
chests as your objective updates after reading the chronicler’s book, before using 
the lever on the right pillar to unlock the gate allowing a quick exit. 


ITEMS: Ballad of Witcher Gerd, Chronicles of Clan Tuirseach, 
Diagram: Ursine armor, Diagram: Ursine boots, 


Diagram: Ursine gauntlets, Diagram: Ursine trousers 


SILVER SWORD: TERROR AT FORT ETNIR 


OBJECTIVE 


Journey back to Ard Skellig, and visit the settlement of Rogne, which is due east 
of Kaer Trolde in the northern part of the main island. Follow the winding trail 
from Rogne heading east (passing the lake), and then northwards, up the steep 
embankment towards the ruins of Fort Etniritsel. 


You're in fora 
frightening battle when 
you finally arrive: A duo 
of Gargoyles, as well 
as an Ice Elemental 

are prowling the 
battlements! Stay away 
from both sets of foes 
80 you're facing the 
Gargoyles first. Once 
these behemoths are destroyed, search the ruined watchtower behind them 
for chests, before checking the base of the tower for some skeletal remains 
clutching the following 


itcher Ger: 
Iver sword 


ITEMS: Arrest warrant for The knight Chalmir's lett 


Diagram: Ursine 


CROSSBOW: IN THE GLOOM OF 
MELUSINE’S ROOM 


OBJECTIVE: 


Journey across the 
‘ocean to Spikeroog, 
following the shoreline 
in a westerly direction 
from Svoriag until you 
‘spot a cave mouth by 
the ocean. Alternatively, 
locate the Old 
Watchtower and take 
the sloping trail down 
to the rocky beach (bandits and a roaming Cyclops may thwart your progress 
across land). At the rugged shore, enter a snow-covered cave. This is the same 
Cave you must explore during Contract: Here Comes the Groom. 


Enter the cave, slaughter any waiting Drowners, and climb the rock ledges in the 
tunnel immediately to the right. Follow them up, leap across the main tunnel, and 
land close to a skeleton on a ledge above the main watery cavern that overlooks 
‘a massive shrine to Melusine. This ledge can also be accessed via outcrops to 
the north, inside this cave. Gather the crossbow diagram and a letter from the 
dusty bones, 


ITEMS: Letter to ingeborga Kalebsdotter, Diagram: Ursine crossbow J 


STEEL SWORD: HUNTING WITCHER GERD 


| OBJECTIVE 


Travel to the southern coast of Ard Skellig, close to the village of Fyresdal, and 
locate the settlement aptly entitled Ruined Inn to the southeast, either by trail 
or boat. Defeat the cluster of sirens swarming the inn, which appears to have 
sustained some major fire damage 


The charred remains 
of the inn should be 
investigated, Look for 
the stone steps leading 
down, obscured by 
‘some burned rafters, 
and push the wreckage 
aside using Aard 
Descend the steps, 
battling a wraith or two in the cellar below, before finding a note pinned to a wall, 
an arrest warrant for the Witcher Gerd. Now check the small cellar bedroom; one 
has a “glittering” chest with more notes, and your final diagram! 


ITEMS: tnnkeep’s notes, Ursine steel sword 


DANGER ALERT 


Soe" 


Related Quests: Scavenger Hunt: Bear School Diagrams - Part 2 RAs 
| Locations: Kaer Gelen (Ard Skeltig), Fortress Ruins (Unmarked, 
Ard Skeltig), Farting Trolls’ Cave (Unmarked, Ard Skeltig), 
Grotto (Ard Sketlig) 
Enemies: Harpies, Alghouls, Rock Trolls (Dodger, Jessie, Joe), 
Hegal Grossbart, Jesse Grossbart, Manfred Grossbart 


SILVER SWORD (ENHANCED): 
INTO THE SNOW-TOPPED FORTRESS 


‘These are the first three Diagrams (Enhanced) to find in three separate locations (out 
ofa 


yrams). All the diagrams are in Skelliges | 


Northeast of Kaer Gelen 
(accessed over the top 
of the mountain with a 
treacherous slide down 
to the fortress roof), 
and north along the 
coast (before cutting 
inland up the snow- 
topped mountains) from 
the Whale Graveyard 
are the remains of an ocean-facing fortress, now devoid of human life. Expect 
Harpies to attack as you reach the giant arch at the front of the structure, 


Cross the fallen debris in the courtyard, check the right interior wall for a wolf 
sign, and prepare to repel a group of Necrophages once you enter the fortress. 
Once slain, head north to a hole down to a subterranean tunnel leading to two 
more Necrophages. Check the perimeter for chests, with the one you need to 
open at the opposite end to the tunnel entrance 


DANGER ALERT 


IPOD 
w 


sn alle 


Related Quests: Scavenger Hunt: Bear School Diagrams ~ Part 1,3 

Locations: Rogne (Ard Skellig), Fort Etnir Gatehouse (Unmarker 
Ard Skeltig), Kaer Almhult, Martin Coast (Undvik) 

Enemies: Pirates, Guard Dogs 


GAUNTLETS (ENHANCED): 
ALACK OF TERROR NEAR FORT ETNIR 


OBJECTIVE 


| 


‘These are the second three Diagrams (Enhanced) to find in three separate locations. 


(out of a total of six Enhanced Diagrams). All the diagrams are in Skellige. 


BEAR SCHOOL DIAGRAMS 


SPOILER ALERT 


TENTIANCED) « 


ED) =U} 


BOOTS (ENHANCED): BREAKING WIND 
AND ROCKS 


OBJECTIVE: 


North of Holmstein's 
Port along the 
southwestern slopes of 
Ard Skellig, is a cave 
mouth protruding from 
the snowy slopes. 
There's no real tral to 
get there, so look for 
the massive boulders 
scattered about. The 
wolf sign is on the left wall just inside the entrance, 


This is the Flatulent Trolls’ Cave, a name you'll understand when you venture into 
the larger cavern, where three windy rock trolls are making unpleasant noises 
(Secondary Quest: Farting Trolls) ignore or attack them, then search for the chest 
along the westem side of the main cavern, close to a pile of boating debris. 


ITEM: Diagram: Ursine boot inced 


ARMOR (ENHANCED): BANISHING THE 
EMELINE BROTHERS 


E OBJEC TIVE 


The Grotto on the far southeastern coat of Ard Skellig is difficult to reach via land, 
so chart a boat from Fyresdal and steer it along the coast until you spot the cave 
mouth. Check the left interior wall for a wolf sign, before climbing the ledges to 
the right, into the cave itself. 


You may wish to start Secondary Quest: The Sad Tale of the Grossbart Brothers 
before heading into this cave, as the trio of ne’er-do-wells are hiding out here, 
Treat them like the common bandits they are and slay them. The chest is near 
some stalactites in the southeast part of the cave. 


ITEM: Diagram: Ursine armor - enhanced 


4 


= PART 2 (ENHANC D) 


Find your bearings by 
visiting the settlement 
of Rogne again, due 
east of Kaer Trolde on 
‘Ard Skellig. The journey 
you previously took to 
Fort Etnir should be 
partly retraced; head 
across the wooden 
platforms overlooking 
the lake, and make a left (north) tur at the trail junction. 


Head under the arch of the stone gatehouse, looking for the wolf sign under the 
arch on the left wall. Climb the curving trail to the right, leading up and onto the 
stone bridge of the gatehouse itself. The small stone ruin houses the chest. 


ITEM: Diagram: Ursine gauntlets - enhanced 
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STEEL SWORD (ENHANCED): 
TRIUMPH OVER THE PIRATE HORDE 


LOBJECTIVE: Ts 


The crumbling ruin of Kaer Almhult is your next port of call; set sail from Kaer 
Trolde or the Eldberg Lighthouse (northwest Ard Skellig) and sail due west to 
reach this abandoned fortress. However, the place is now a haven for pirates 
and their guard dogs. Expect around twenty foes as you make your way from the 
Signpost and shore on the east, along the path to the main fortification structure. 


Continue a prolonged battle with the pirate horde, ensuring your survival by 
‘checking on the locations of archers and dealing with them as well as those 
armed with swords. The wolf sign is on a rock on the left (south) side of the 
fortress entrance arch. The chest itself isin the ruined battlements, up the stairs 
from the upturned wagon in the main courtyard. 


ITEM: Diagram: 


irsine steel sword ~ enhanced 


TROUSERS (ENHANCED): 
INSIDE A SMUGGLER’S COVE 


OBJECTIVE: 


DANGER ALE 


BEAR SCI 


Related Quest: 

Locations: Hanged Man’s Tree, Quarry Workings (Unmarked), 
Ruined Tower, Cave of Ignius Fatuus (Unmarked) 

Enemies: Nekkers, Foglets, Ignius Fatuus (Fogtet) 


Scavenger Hunt: Bear School Diagrams - Part 2,4. 
oe 


ARMOR, BOOTS, GAUNTLETS, AND TROUSERS 
(SUPERIOR): QUARRY EXPLORATION 


E OBJECTIVE: 


Y 
‘Those are the six Diagrams (Superior) to find in three separate locations (diagrams | 


| for the wearable items are grouped together) All the diagrams are in Velen. 


Visit the Marlin Coast; 

a Settlement in the 
northeast corner of the 
western isle of Undvik. 
Take a boat and steer it 
north and a little east to 
a smail cluster of island. 
Disembark on the rocky 
shore near a splintered 
boat, The wolf sign is on 
part of the protruding rocks, half-covered with conifer bushes. 


The diagram is hidden inside a small cave, which has two ice-covered entrances 
just west of where you docked. Smash the ice out of the way with Aard, and 
locate a couple of chests in this smugglers cave, One holds the pantaloons 
diagram you crave. 


Ursine trousers - enhanced 


POILER ALERT XX 


= 


RAMS — PART 3 (SUPERIOR) 


Travel back to Hanged 
Man's Tree in Grayrocks 
Territory (Velen), and 
journey into the rolling 
woods just northwest 

of here, Search out 

the remains of a rock 
quarry in the woods, 
and battle a group of 
Nekkers in the vicinity. Cross the rickety bridge and inspect the cave mouth, The 
wolf sign is on the left side of it 


Obtaining the treasure chest is suspiciously straightforward; enter the cave and 
look for the quarry workings and wooden support beams to the left, leading to 
a small alcove where the chest resides. Expect further Nekkers as you emerge 
back outside 


ITEMS: Diagram: Ursine armor ~ superior, Diagram: Ursine 
boots ~ superior, Diagram: Ursine gauntlets - superior, 


Diagram: Ursine trousers - superior 


STEEL SWORD (SUPERIOR): 
BRAVING THE ELEMENTS 


Deep in Crookback Bog, south and a little east of Downwarren, is a signpost 
for a Ruined Tower. Venture here with extreme care, as an Earth Elemental is 
lumbering about the sagging stone battlements, Check the outer stone wall on 
the west side for the wolf sian, 


The chest with the diagram is nestled against an interior wall in the eastern 
corner of the ruins. 


ITEM: Diagram: 


SILVER SWORD (SUPERIOR): 
ILLUSIONS IN THE FOG 


IDOO-O-O OANGER 


Southwest of The Orphans of Crookback Bog, across the treacherous marshlands 
and close to the water, is a rocky hillside with trees. Inspect the boulders here Z 
Using the Eye of Nehaleni, and dismiss the illusion. Contract: Swamp Thing 
should start during this time. 


The wolf sign is right of the entrance, Enter the cave you discovered, Defeat the 
Foglet in the initial chamber. Venture too far, and the named Foglet, Ignis Fatuus, 
must be defeated. Instead, stay in the initial chamber with the two skeletons, and 
check the stalagmite alcove to the left (southeast) for the chest. 


ITEM: Diag) 


Ursine si 


sword ~ superior 


iz BEAR S SCHOOL I DIAGRAMS — PART 40MASTER 


Related Quests: Scavenger Hunt: Bear School Diagrams ~ Part 3 . 
Locations: Blackbough, Bear Cave (Unmarked), Destroyed Bastion, 
Otena’s Grove, Drowner Island (Unmarked) 


Enemies: Nekkers, Wyvern, Cyclops, Drowners 


STEEL SWORD (MASTERCRAFTED): 
INTO THE BEAR CAVE 


i] 
‘These are the six Diagrams (Mastercrafted) to find in three separate locations 
[(ciagrams forthe wearable items are grouped together. All he diagrams are in Elen. 


Inthe grassy 

woods northwest of 
Blackbough, close to the 
Pellar's Hut (which you 
visit during Main Quest 
A Princess in Distress), 
is a bear's cave 
However, the place is 
currently overrun by 
Nekkers, Slay any you wish before entering the large cave entrance itself. There 
are two entrances; the wolf sign is on the left wall of the right (main) entrance. 


Once inside, drop down into the main cavernous area and sift through the wagon 
wheels and other wreckage. Amid the animal corpses and bracken is a large 
stalagmite near a broken wagon. Behind the stalagmite is the chest, near the 
perimeter wall to the northeast 


ITEM: Diagram: U: 


\e steel sword - mastercrafted 


ARMOR, BOOTS, GAUNTLETS, AND 
TROUSERS (MASTERCRAFTED): 
BATTLE AT THE BASTION 


| OBJECTIVE: 


Along the southern 
border of Velen itself, 
deep in Crookback 
Bog, is a Destroyed 
Bastion that holds its 
fair share of secrets 
Journey south from the 
crossroads, winding 
through the hilly trail, At 
the outer crenellations, expect to be attacked by 2 Wyvern. Press on tothe top of 
the hill, where you must face a mighty Cyclops | 


Check the ruined wall with the metal rod archway north of the highest tower. The 
wolf sign is here. Then search the ruined walls for the chest tucked into a corner 
nearby, near a large pile of collapsed stone and dirt 


ITEMS: Diagram: Ursine armor - mastercrafted, Diagram: Ursine 
boots - mastercrafted, Diagram: Ursine gauntlets ~ 


mastercrafted, Diagram: Ursine trousers - mastercrafted 
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e Close to the border between The Mire and Crookback Bog, on th itheast 
ee TRCRATED, © Seciltatamarcnensctorgens eee ase 


‘and remains of a campfire (and burned tent) with a wolf sign to locate. Head 
— - - north to look out over the lake, and find a tiny island with a copse of trees. 


| OBJEC 
© Head down to Drowner 
Island and watch for the 
monster nest here. The 
island has a hump of 
earth to jog up; behind 
a rock is a half-dug 
mound of earth, with 
the treasure chest 
peeking out. 


ITEM: Diagrai 


Ursine sitver sword 


istercrafted 


Ursine Goar (Basic) 
Level 20 required. 


Purchase the following parchment notes listed below (for around 110 Crowns 
total), and then read them in your Inventory (under Quest Items), 


Related Quests: Secondary Quest (Novigrad): Of Swords and Dumplings 
Locations: Hattori’s Dumpling Shop and Armory (Glory Lane, Novigrad), 
Hierarch Square Armory (Novigrad), Lindenvale, Kaer Trolde : | 


Characters: Hieronymus, Witcher Elgar, Eibhear Hattori 
Recommended Items: 350+ Crowns 


Searching for the Wolven Witcher Gear diagrams is a lengthy but rewarding task, 
tbegins when you have completed one of the following options: 


PREAMBLE: NOTES FROM THE | 1:You visit Kaer Morhen, and discover the location ofthe Wolven Steol Sword, 
EPONYMOUS HIERONYMUS } ‘Wolven Silver Sword, or Wolven Gear (Armor, Boots, Gauntlets, and Trousers), 

} 2. You visit one of the land's armorers, and gather a set of notes by the noted 
HIERONYMUS NOTES #1 AND #5: nhc erry, wit Sti the Wiener lal io arn a 
MASTER ARMORER OF NOVIGRAD CITY | hid. Any Hieronymus note starts this Scavenger Hunt. Specific Hieronymus notes 
‘After completing ) _ etall upgraded diagrams (each offers locations of three enhanced, superior, 


‘oF mastercrafted Wolven gear diagrams). There are a total of six Hieronymus 
documents to find. 


Remember! You don’t need any of Hieronymus’ documents to find the basic Wolven 


Secondary Quest: Of 
‘Swords and Dumplings 
(see page 389), visit 
Hattori and browse his 
selection of goods. 


; 


| Gear, though any document starts this quest anyway. As usual, you nead to find th 
‘gear in the following order: Basic, Enhanced, Superior, and finally Mastercratted, 


ITEMS: Well-Preserved Notes by Hieronymus on the Witcher Elgar, 


WY 


‘The Well-Preserved Notes allow you to find the Upgrade Diagrams: Part 1 (the first 
set of three pieces of Enhanced Wolven Gear Diagrams). 


WOLVEN'GEAR®ON THERIGHT PATH 


The Worn-Out Notes allow you to find the Upgrade Diagrams: Part 5 (the first set of 
three pieces of Mastercrafted Wolven Gear Diagrams). 


HIERONYMUS NOTES #2: 
THE BLACKSMITH OF LINDENVALE 


Visit the Velen village 

of Lindenvale, and 
locate the Blacksmith 
at the north end of the 
thoroughfare. Check the 
Blacksmith's wares and 
purchase the following 
set of notes (for around 
40 Crowns). Remember 
to read it afterward! 


The Well-Preserved Notes allow you to find the Upgrade Diagrams: Part 2 (the 
second set of three pieces of Enhanced Wolven Gear Diagrams). 


HIERONYMUS NOTES #3 AND #6: THE ARMORER OF 
KAER TROLDE 


Travel to Ard Skellig, and visit the windswept armorer at Kaer Trolde. After checking 
his selection of goods, buy the two notes (which should cost no more than 140 
crowns for both). Then open and view them in your Inventory (under Quest Items). 


ITEMS: Damp, Moldy Notes by Hieronymus on the Witcher Elgar, 
Notes on Parchment by Hieronymus on Elgar the Witcher 


DANGER ALERT 


Related Quests: Secondary Quest: The Bastion 
Locatiosn: Signal Tower [Kaer Morhen) 
Characters: Hieronymus 

Enemies: Harpies (Erynia}, Wralths 


ARMOR, BOOTS, GAUNTLETS, AND 
TROUSERS: THE LAST SIGNAL 


| OBJECTIVES: 


| There are six Diagrams to find in three separate locations. They can be found 
+ whether or not you've come across any of Hieronymus’ notes on the Witcher Elgar, 
‘All are found in Kaer Morhen. 


—— 


From the signpost at Kaer Morhen, make @ looping path around the mountain 
ust south of the fortress. Your destination is an unmarked signal tower atop 
the treacherous cliff pathway, Watch for Harpies (Erynia) as you reach this 
tumbledown tower. Head through the archway, and into the main floor of the 
structure with the wooden scaffolding above you. 


The Damp, Moldy Notes allow you to find the Upgrade Diagrams: Part 3 (the first set | 
of three pieces of Superior Wolven Gear Diagrams). 


The Notes on Parchment allow you to find the Upgrade Diagrams; Part 6 (the second 
set of three pieces of Mastercrafted Wolven Gear Diagrams).w 


HIERONYMUS NOTES #4: THE ARMORER OF 
HIERARCH SQUARE 


Stop off at Hierarch Square within Novigrad City, and locate the Journeyman 
Armorer under the arches to the northwest. Among his goods is another piece 
of Hieronymus’ notes for sale (which is around 60 Crowns to buy). Gather it, and 
read it in your Inventory (under Quest Items). 


DLC) 


SCAVENGER 
HUNTS 


ITEM: Heavily Faded Notes by Hieronymus on the Witcher Elgi 


Y 


ILVEN'GEARPON THE RIGHT PATH 


The Well-Preserved Notes allow you to find the Upgrade Diagrams: Part 4 (the 
‘second set of three pieces of Superior Wolven Gear Diagrams). 


Climb the ladder up onto the scaffold, looking for any other chests to loot. AS 
well as random items to take, you must also find the more ornate chest against 
the north wall, on the first scaffold level, which contains another of Hieronymus’ 
notes, Once you read the notes, three additional objective become available (for 
locating the armor, boots, gloves, and trousers in one location, the steel sword in 
a second location, and the silver sword inva third location), 
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OBJECTIVE 


Just behind the 
ladder you used to 
teach the chest with 
Hieronymus’ notes, is 
@ curved contraption 
leaning against the 
‘wall. Examine it and 
you discover a portal 
‘generator. Look to 
the right for a second 
portal; this one containing a crystal within it. Find the missing crystal (for the 

left generator) by backtracking to the broken outer wall, just inside the archway 
entrance, but before the interior of the tower. Head over the broken wall section, 
and around to the right. A precarious drop and Kaer Morhen fortress should be 
visible to your left. Climb on the small section of wooden scaffolding, and procure 
a crystal from a narrow wall indent up and right of you. 


ITEM: Polished Crystal 


OBJECTIVES: 


Return to the portal generator and mount the crystal. Then utilize Aard to power 
up the crystal. A green maelstrom appears in the air just outside the signal tower. 
However, it isn't fully formed; you must first look to the right, to the second 
portal generator (which already has a crystal mounted to it), and activate that 
with Aard. The portal now stabilitizes. Run off the edge of the wooden scaffold, 
Janding in the portal to avoid an embarrassing death 


_ OBJECTIVE 


You appear inside a 
small cave with a view 
of Kaer Morhen out of 
the exit. A pile of bones 
(those of Hieronymus 
himself), and the 
wraith associated with 
them, stands between 
you and completing 
this objective. Defeat 
the wraith, then search the body and gather four diagrams as well as a note 
written in a shaky hand. Read the note, then continue to find the remaining two 
diagrams. Then finish your exploration by carefully dropping down a series of 
focky outcrops tothe path below. 


ITEMS: Diagram: Wolven armor, Diagram: Wolven boots, 


Diagram: Wolven gauntlets, Diagram: Wolven trousers, 
Notes written in a shaky hand 


DANGER ALERT 


pie / WOLF SCHOOL G 


Related Quests: Scavenger Hunt: Wolf School Gear Upgrade 
Diagrams ~ Part 2 
Locations: Crow's Perch, Grotto, Wyndamer Lake Folly 


Enemies: Drowners 


a en eS ALERT XX 
EAR UPGRADE DIAGRAMS — PART. 1 (ENHANCED) © 


ae 


STEEL SWORD: THE LAST BASTION 


OBJECTIVE 


Journey to the Baston ruins on the western side, and prepare to engage a quartet 
of angry wraiths near where you trained as a lad. After the spirits have been 
dismissed, look for the burned-out structure close to the perimeter stone steps. 


Inspect the half-buried skeletal remains there. This is what's left of the Witcher 
Varin. He carries documentation for the steel sword, as well as a journal to 
optionally read. 


ITEMS: Diagram: Wolven steel sword, Varin's journal j 


SILVER SWORD: THE LAST WATCHTOWER 


Travel via a lengthy path 
through forested slopes, 
or descend to the 

lake and utilize a boat 
to reach the Ruined 
Watchtower toward 

the northwest of the 
expansive lake. Expect 
to battle wolves along 
the path close to the 
watchtower entrance, which (if you use your Witcher Senses) has a wolf marking 
by it, indicating a place ot interest to Witchers, 


As you step through into the threshold, a wraith rises from a skeleton near a set 
of stone steps by the secondary tower itself. Remove this threat, and search the 
skeleton slumped here to conclude your search for the basic Wolven gear. 


ITEMS: Diagram: Wolven silver sword, Jour by Chird, 


the mage Hieronymus’ assistant 


SILVER SWORD (ENHANCED): 
DEEP DOWN THE BARON’S WELL 


| OBJECTIVE 


EE 


There are other chests within this small but confusing tunnel structure, Begin by 
slowly entering the cave, and taking the right fork at the first junction, When this 
tunnel widens out, keep to the left wall to spot the chest itself. 


find in three separate locations 
| (out ofa total of six Enhanced Diagrams). All three diagrams are found n Velen. 


ITEM: Diagram: Wolven boots - enhanced 


Visit Crow's Perch 
and ascend to the 
baron's manor, Locate 
the garden and drop 
down the well to the 
northwest), 


ARMOR (ENHANCED): BELOW THE FOLLY, 
INTO THE LAKE 


| OBJECTIVE 


Drop down into the 
cave and descend the 
stepped pathway until 
you have water directly 
in front of you. Walk along the rocky area with the water to your left, and find the 
chest close to some stalagmites. 


Between the village 

of Frischlow (to the 
south), and Fyke Isle 

in Lake Wyndamer (to 
the north) is a small 
island with the remains 
of a brick folly slowly 
sinking into the water, 


SCAVENGER 
HUNTS 
DLC 


ITEM: Diagram: Wol 


silver sword ~ enhanced 


BOOTS (ENHANCED): Beware of Drowners as 
AT THE RIVER'S EDGE, BELOW THE MARSH _youswim or take a boat 
cel = = — there (it you find any 
OBJECTIVE underwater, introduce 
pare = # them to a crossbow bott 

: or two). 


Just off the southern 


Almost due east of tip of the island where 


Marauders’ Bridge, and 


the majority of the 
st of Tc if 
ee ee brick ruins are, use 
your Witcher Senses to 


corner of Crookback 
Bog territory is a Grotto 
guarded by a half dozen 
Drowners, Deal with 
them before entering 
the grotto; its entrance 
faces the Pontar River 


check underwater for a number of chests. The one shown here, around 15-20 
feet below the water but close to the shore, is the one to loot. 


ITEM: Diagram: 


sEAR UPGRADE DIAGRAMS — PART 2 (ENHANCED) 


‘a_i silat 


Once inside, follow the 


Related Quests: Main Quest: To Bait a Forktail... z tunnel corridor until the 
Locations: Iron Mine, Forktail Lair, Lakeside Hut, Ruined Watchtower walls widen out, and 
Enemies: Bears, Drowners keep to the left wall, 
Ignore the chest on the 
lower ground, and move 
GAUNTLETS (ADVANCED): . ae 


into the Forktail’s lair, 
the large open cavern 
to the east. Search for 
a wooden chest among 
the bracken, in the middle-west area of this chamber. 


ITEM: Diagram: Wolven gauntlets - enhanced 


) TROUSERS (ADVANCED): 


ota tee spans meio | BELOW THE RIPPLING WATERS 
mck line ella 


ENTERING THE FORKTAILS LAIR 


— 
These are the second three Diagrams (Enhanced) to find in three separate locations 
| (out of a total of six Enhanced Diagrams), All three 


From the Iron Mire, 
head across the river in 
a roughly southeastern 
direction, avoiding 
Bears and climbing 

the steep pathway to 
an area of scree, wild 
heather and meadow. 
With the river to your 
left, look for a cave 
opening within the long, vertical rock cliff, where a Forktail once flew during 

Main Quest: To Bait a Forktail 599 


Head to the Lakeside Hut, and wade through the muddy waters to the southern 
part of the expansive lake, heading roughly northeast, toward the relatively small 
island just off the shore line. 
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Tum and face south 
‘once you're on the small 
island, and optionally 
use your Witcher Senses 
to find the orange glow 
ofa chest just below 
the water's surface on 
the southern bank of 
the island. 


IT 


A: Diagram: 


STEEL SWORD (ADVANCED): 
RETURN TO THE WATCHTOWER 


y OBJECTIVE 


DANGER ALERT 


é ; . 5 
 \ple/ WOLF SCHOOL GEAR.UP 


OOOO 
J 


Locations: Fyresdal, Fort Grymmdjarr (Ard Skellig], Lofoten, Ice Trott 
Ruins (Hindersfjall), Arinbjorn, jorn Barrow [Ard Skeltig) 
Enemies: Harpies, Ice Troll, White Wolves 


ARMOR (SUPERIOR): 
RAIDING THE HARPIES’ NEST 


i 

These are the first three Diagrams (Superior) to find in three separate locations 
| (Out of a total of six Superior Diagrams). All three diagrams are found in Skellige. 
Begin by visiting the settlement of Fyresda! on the southern coast of Ard Skellig. 


t's a short trot westwards and a little south, up some increasingly steep terrain, 
to reach the remains of Fort Grymmdjarr (unmarked) 


Deliver some Igni and Killing swipes to a flock of Harples that usually reside here. 
Then make some leaps up the wooden perimeter wall to the eastern perimeter 
battlements, walking south to the foot of the wooden tower where the chest 

is located, 


ITEM: Diagram: Wolven armor - superior 


i3RADE DIAGRAMS 


a eae are 


Head to the Ruined 
Watchtower at the 
northwestem end of the 
huge fake, where you 
found one of the original 
diagrams for the silver 
sword. On this occasion, 
you're after steel sword 
plans; enter via the main 
entrance, and climb this 
upper wail 


Then it's simply a quick 
dash across the remains 
of the wooden platforms 
to the chest directly 
above the arched 
entrance. Pry it open and 
take the last enhanced 
diagram you need. 


ITEM 


Wolven steel swor 


PART 3 (SUPERIOR) () 


STEEL SWORD (SUPERIOR): THROUGH THE 
FUMES IN THE ICE TROLLS FORT 


OBJECTIVE 


Travel to the easter island of Hindersfjall, and make your way from the main 
village of Lofoten along the main road heading roughly westward. Continue as 
the path narrows, until you reach the top of the hill and an old set of stone ruins 
to investigate. Beware an Ice Troll lurks here! 


Whether you defeat 
the troll or not, look 

for the large and 
roughly circular hole 
and drop down. Look 
for the opening to the 
northeast. tt leads down 
to a chamber where 
escaping gas makes the 
going difficult. The toxic 
fumes can be tricky, so cast Quen for some protection. igni lights the room up, 
but only temporarily, Best to dash directly forward, and look for the chest on the 
rear wall, tothe left (on the rubble) 


ITEM: Diagram: Wolven steel sword - superior j 


SILVER SWORD (SUPERIOR): NESTLED IN THE BARROW’S ALCOVE 


ra 


OBJECT 


Take the road heading 
southeast from 
Arinbjorn, and climb the 
steep wooded slopes to 
the barrow, an ancient 
burial ground at the top 
of some winding stone 
steps and markers. 
Beware of White 
Wolves, The view up 
here is breathtaking. 


Inside the barrow there's a scattering of pots and a small camp, but the real treasure is placed inside a tiny metal chest on the rubble pile in one of the alcoves, the 
second from the right if you're looking at the entrance steps. 


OC DANGER ALERT 


WOLF SCHOO 


LC 


eee 


Related Quests: Secondary Quest: The Witcher’s Forge, Secondary BOOTS (SUPERIOR}: 
Quest: Berengar’s Blade Sm ©=EXPLORING BERENGAR’S CAVE 

Locations: Iron Mine, Berengar’s Cave (Unmarked), Cave of the Trials of = - = 
Grasses (Unmarked) 

Enemies: Earth Elemental, Bears, Drowners, Endriaga, Chort, Harpies, 
Nekkers, Rotfiends 


GAUNTLETS (SUPERIOR): 
WRATH OF THE EARTH ELEMENTAL 


OBJECTIVE 


‘These are the second three Diagrams (Superior) to find in three separate locations 
(out of a total of six Superior Diagrams). They can only be found it you've located all 
six basic and enhanced Wolven gear elements, and you've purchased Hieronymus’ 


‘map notes from the journeyman armorer in Hierarch Square (Novigrad City). All three 
| diagrams are found in Kaer Morhen, From the Iron Mine signpost, turn and view the river and follow the banks of this 


ttestsrrssllllis ittstammat ‘wer eastward until it bends to the north. Expect Drowners and Bears along the 
river's bank, and a mixture of swimming, wading, and evading, Look to the east 
and enter the large cave mouth, known colloquially as Berengar's Cave, as you 
access this area during that Secondary Quest. 


Journey southwest 
from Kaer Morhen to 
the Iron Mines entrance, 
and enter the old 
workings. After heading 
inside, prepare to face 

a mighty Earth 
Elemental summoned 
by a mage and lett as 

a sentry (as part of 
Secondary Quest 

The Witcher's Forge). 


Tum right at the cave entrance to reach the huge interior cavern, and prepare for 
battle; there may be Endriaga, and even a bull Chort to face! The chest itself is 
along southwest part of the perimeter wall, behind a cluster of stalagmites, Use 
Aard to destroy millions of years of geology and claim the contents of the chest. 


Atter a ferocious battle, 
look for the stone altar 
on the northwestern 
edge of the chamber, 
and loot the tiny chest 
sitting on the side of 
the altar 


IT 


A: Diagram: Wolven Gauntlets ~ superior 


SCAVENGER 


HUNTS 
DLC) 
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TROUSERS (SUPERIOR): CAVE OF THE TRIALS 


OBJECTIVE 


Start your next 
expedition from Kaer 
Morhien (signpost) 
itself, climbing the 
mountainous tral to 
the northwest until you 
reach the small cave 
entrance where you 
trained during your 
youth at the time of the 
Tals of the Grasses. Expect a sizable flock of Harpies along the way. 


OANGER A 


(OXSXExES E eee 
is Vi I at 
\ \pte/ WOLF SCHOOL C 


Locations: Condyle, Byways, Elven Ruins (Unmarked), Kimbolt Way 
Den (Unmarked) 
Enemies: Cannibals, Bandits, Drowners, Wraiths, Bandits, Fiend 


STEEL SWORD [MASTERCRAFTED): 
SHIPWRECK OF THE SOUTHERN PENINSULA 


} OBJECTIVE: 


‘Those are the first three Diagrams (Mastercrafted) to find in three separate locations, 
(out of a total of six Mastercratted Diagrams). Al three diagrams are found in Velen. | 


Journey to the westem 
side of The Mire 
territory in southwest 
Velen, and watch 
yourself as you head 
through the village of 
Condy; it has been 
overrun by Cannibals! 
You're headed due 
south of Condyle, 
down the grassy (and 
increasingly swampy) 
river banks, and into the 
river to the south, 


Take a boat if you 
wish, or swim out to 
the sunken ship you 
can see the mast of 
Use a crossbow if 
the Drowners are bothering you. Take a deep breath (or a Killer Whale potion) 
and swim directly down to the stairs leading into the hold. Though there are 
ther chests to loot, the one you want is directly under the hold stairs. Grab the 
diagram and surface without drowning 


IT 


A: Diagram: Wolven steel sword - mastercrafted 


OF THE GRASSES 


Head inside, and 
prepare to clear the 
tunnel of Nekkers and 
Rotfiends. Once the 
place is only holding 
bad memories and 
Skeletons to loot, look 
for the low stone wall 
on the southern wall, 
relatively near the far 
end of the tunnel, A small chest is hidden behind the stalagmites here. Smash 
them to claim your fancy pants. 


ITEM: Diagram: Wolven trousers ~ superior 


OILER ALERT 


AR UPGRADE DIAGRAMS=— PART 5 (MASTERCRAF TED) © 


ARMOR (MASTERCRAFTED): 
THE OFFERING AT THE ELVEN RUINS 


) OBJECTIVE 


While stil in The Mire territory, 
Yok forthe vilage of Byways 
on the land mass southwest of 
Fyke isle. Take a trip through 
the long grass and conifers, 
heading roughly eastward, to 
an ancient elven ruin with a 
cat statue. Wraiths roam this 
sorrowful place. 


You don't need to encounter the wraiths. You are here purely for the small chest 
hidden inside the medium-sized circular stone offering point, one of two at the 
entrance steps. Look in the left one. 


ITEM: Diagram: Wolven armor - mastercrafted 


SILVER SWORD (MASTERCRAFTED): 
THE FIEND OF KIMBOLT WAY 


[, OBJECTIVE 


This diagram requires 
ajoumey to the 
‘southeastem part of 
Velen; deep within 
Crookback Bog territory. 
From the signpost of 
Kimbolt Way, run down 
through the hamlet 
(overrun by a few unruly 
bandits), and then into 
the marsh ground tothe south, Look forthe large oak tree where someone has built 
rickety den. The place is guarded by a Fiend, 


‘With the Fiend defeated, you are free to look over the remains of two bandits who made 
the mistake of disturbing this beast. Loot the corpses in front of the locked den, so you 

may take the key that opens the wooden door. Read the notes if you want to be slightly 
Gepressed. Inside the den, raid the chest. 


ITEMS: Bandit’s key, Bandit’s notes, Diagrai 
astercrafted 


sword 


DANGER ALERT 


pic / WOLF SCHOOL GEAR UPGRADE DIAGRAMS=— PAR 


Related Quests: Contract: Missing Son 

Locations: Boxholm {Ard Skellig), Dorve Ruins (Undvik}, 
Old Watchtower (Spikeroog) 

Enemies: Morvudd (Fiend), Harpies, Bandits 


GAUNTLETS (MASTERCRAFTED): 
DERELICT CASTLE, DEVIANT FIEND 


‘These are the second three Diagrams (Mastercrafted) to find in three separate locations 
| (out of a total of six Mastercrafted Diagrams). All three diagrams are found in Skellige. 
On the main island of 
Ard Skellig, ocate the 
settlement of Boxholm, 
which has been 
recently devastated by 
a powerful Fiend, The 
entity in question is 
Morvudd, found lurking 
on the health inside a 
small derelict castle 
above the settlement. Slaying him is part of Contract; Missing Son. 


Whether you engage in a battle with Morvudd or not, the chest you seek is 
nestled on the top of the wall connected to the largest piece of the ruin, on the 
western side of the derelict castle 


END: THE WOLVEN WARRIOR 


r 6 (MASTERCRAFT ep) ) | 


BOOTS (MASTERCRAFTED): 
THE LOST VILLAGE OF UNDVIK 


OBJECTIVE 


Set sail for the isle of Undvik, now deserted thanks to the Ice Giant's lumbering 
antics, and make haste to the ghost village of Dorve Ruins. Beware of Harpies as 
you explore the deserted hillside settlement. 


Look for the ruined watchtower at the top of the settlement (on the highest 
ground), and maneuver around the base of the structure until you spot the chest, 
sitting on its side on an outer corner. 


ITEM: Diagram: Wolven boots ~ mastercrafted 


TROUSERS (MASTERCRAFTED): ON THE 
LOOKOUT AT THE OLD WATCHTOWER 


OBJECTIVE 


‘Another boating trp is called for; this time you're visiting the small isle of 
Spikeroog (north of Ard Skellig). Dock along the southern coast or the main 
village of Svortag, and make your way to the Old Watchtower, quarded by a 
platoon of bandits 


The watchtower has around eight bandits to dish out a painful death to. As 

they succumb to your superior fighting prowess, look for a small chest placed 
cunningly atop the white stone wall, above one of the archways near the wooden 
vertical support. 


ITEM: Diagram: Wolven trousers ~ mastercrafted 


jven Gear (Mastercratted) 
34 required. 


Now you have the Wolven armor you need, check to see the crafting materials needed, and then seek out an armorer or blacksmith to craft this armor. 
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ERs:MAST 


Related Quests: Scavenger Hunt: Griffin School Gear, Scavenger Hunt 
Feline School Gear, Scavenger Hunt: Wolven School Gear, Scavenger 
Hunt: Ursine School Gear, Scavenger Hunt: Grandmaster Griffin 
Gear, Scavenger Hunt: Grandmaster Feline Gear, Scavenger Hunt: 
Grandmaster Wolven Gear, Scavenger Hunt: Grandmaster Ursine 
Gear, Scavenger Hunt: Grandmaster Manticore Gear 

Locations: The Gran’Place, Lafargue Armory (Unmarked) 

Characters: Lazare Lafargue 

Recommended Items; Mastercrafted Witcher Gear (Griffin, Feline, 
Wolven, Ursine] 


A LAZARE FORGE ATTITUDE 
| OBJECTIVE : 


| Additional lost diagrams of a most potent and incredible nature are said to exist 

| within the vales and caves of Toussaint, Searching for five sets of Grand Master 

| Witcher Gear diagrams is a lengthy but rewarding task, It commences when you've 
}, completed one of the following options: 


J)-1. You explore Toussaint, and stumble upon the location of one or more of the 
‘lagrams, There are Feline, Griffin, Wolven, Ursine, and Manticore diagrams to find. 


|| 2. You visit a Notice Board, such as the one just south of The Gran’place in Beauclair, 
| and read the notice marked "Contract: Grandmaster Armorer”. 


| 3. You vist Lazare Lafarque (without knowledge of his notice), a noted Grand Master 

| armorer of Beauty, and ciscuss the availabilty of such rae diagrams. Tis i 
the quest you are currently reading, and you are encouraged to complete this fist, 

|) soyou can start each of the five Scavenger Hunts all at once, and finish them at 

| your teisure, 


Remember! In order to create the Grandmaster gear of each Witcher School (with 

the exception of the Manticore gear), you require Mastercrafted gear of that school, 

which you can find by finishing the previous Scavenger Hunts, With four of the five 
}) gear diagrams, you can find the gear in any order you like (as ail are Grandmaster 
{ sagrams). Fr Manticore equipment, you ned only Grandmaster geat. 


Beauclair's best armorer seeks a brave man to help recover some long-lost 
diagrams. Though the contract is highly dangerous (and isn't technically a 
“Witcher Contract”), the reward is said to be lucrative. More details are available 
at the armorer’s shop, on the corner in Hauteville, one of the poshest parts of 
town. Step inside, and you're greeted by Lazare Lafargue, who immediately 
recognizes you're from the School of the Wolf. 


ER MASTE 


He tells you that he’s spent years seeking diagrams for Witcher armor of 
exceptional, grandmaster quality. Though you've heard of such equipment, you 
believed them all lost. Not quite! The holders of the diagrams came to Toussaint, 
but they perished, and you need to learn where and retrieve the diagrams. In 
return, Lafargue will forge whatever you fancy, Ask how the diagrams wound 

up in Toussaint, and Lafargue mentions the legendary elven master armorer 
Tyen’sail, who Lafargue learned his trade from. You can ask how he ended up 
apprenticed to an elf, before requesting more information on where to look for 
the diagrams. 


Lafargue knows of five likely fallen Witchers, each from a different school: the 
Wolf, Griffin, Cat, Bear, and Manticore. Ask about the following School gear: 


* The Wolf: Witcher Adon was hired as an escort on an archaeological 
expedition to the elven ruins at Termes. 


* The Griffin: The Witcher took a contract at Fort Ussar and required better gear 


* The Cat: Bartolomé de Launay, a ducal armorer, asked to confirm the 
authenticity of a Witcher diagram; a Witcher had offered it for sale in return 
for a full set of gear. Soon after, de Launay disappeared. 


© The Bear: Lafargue remembers a towering Witcher who haggled with 
Tyen’Sail like a fishwife, and pledged to bring them coin after completing a 
contract at the Tufo vineyard. 


© The Manticore: A century past, Witcher Merten visited Tyen'Sail and made a 
poor impression; stinking like a dwarf and quarreling fiercely, Folk say the 
Witcher brawled with the Ducal Guard and was arrested and sentenced to 
Bastoy Prison, 


Now you have the five snippets of information, the five Grandmaster Witcher 
Gear Scavenger Hunts begin, and this quest stalls temporarily 


GRANDMASTER LAFARGUE AND THE 
FURIOUS FORGE 


| OBJECTIVES: 


To complete this quest, all you need to do is finish one of the following 
five quests: 


* Scavenger Hunt: Grandmaster Griffin Gear (see page 605) 

* Scavenger Hunt: Grandmaster Feline Gear (see page 606) 

* Scavenger Hunt: Grandmaster Wolven Gear (see page 608), 

* Scavenger Hunt: Grandmaster Ursine Gear (see page 610). 

* Scavenger Hunt: Grandmaster Manticore Gear (see page 611). 


‘When ail diagrams of any of these five schools have been found, return to 
Lafargue, and speak to him, telling him you've found something. When a 
complete set of diagrams are in your possession, he can make a draft of them, 
‘and become the first Grand Master Armorer in all of Toussaint and the Northern 
Realms! At this point, you can have him craft whatever Grandmaster armor you 
wish (materials are available in his armory if you don't have them, but you must 
bring the Mastercrafted equipment from previous Scavenger Hunts so this gear 
can be further augmented). The quest now concludes. 


DANGER ALERT 


GRANDMASTER GRIFFIN GEAR 


Related Quests: Secondary Quest: Turn and Face the Strange, 
Secondary Quest (Unmarked): Knight for Hire, Contract: Bovine 
Blues, Scavenger Hunt: Master Master Master Master!, Scavenger _ 
Hunt: Griffin School Gear 

Locations: Lafargue Armory (Unmarked), Fort Ussar Ruins, Mont Crane 
Castle, Mont Crane Cave (Unmarked) 

Character azare Lafargue, Captain Augustus Fierabras, Witcher 
Jerome, Professor Moreau 

Enemies: Slyzards, Bandits, Hanse Dogs, Filibert Fourfingers, Golem, 
Fleders, Garkain 

Recommended Items: Mastercrafted Witcher Gear (Griffin) 


ON THE TRAIL OF WITCHER JEROME 


| OBJECTIVE: 


This quest commences when you've completed one of the following options: 


1. You explore Toussaint, and stumble upon the location of one or more of the 
|. Grandmaster Griffin diagrams. 


2.You visit a Notice Board, such as the one just south of The Gran’place in Beauctair, 
| and read the notice marked “Contract: Grandmaster Armorer”, and start 
Scavenger Hunt: Master Master Master Master! (see page 604). 


| 3.You visit Lazare Lafargue (without knowledge of his notice), a noted Grand Master 
| armorer of Beauclair, and start Scavenger Hunt: Master, Master, Master, Master! 
(see page 604). 


Remember! In order to create Griffin Grandmaster gear, you require Mastercrafted 

{gear of that school, which it is recommended you find by finishing Scavenger Hunt: 
{ Griffin Schoo! Gear (see page 605). You need to find the gear in the following order: 
Fat Enhanced, Superior, Mastercrafted, and finally Grandmast 


RS ae 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Lazare Lafargue mentioned that a Witcher from the Griffin school took on a 
Contract at Fort Ussar, and this is the best place to start searching. Trek to the 
eastern edge of Toussaint, deep in The Champs Désolés Territory, to the large, 
flat summit where the tumbledown ruins of Fort Ussar stil stand. Remain on the 
summit surface, watching for two Slyzards at this monster nest (usually active 

if Contract: Bovine Blues has been started), and enter the ruined fort itself. The 
chest you require is tucked away under some stone steps, Loot it, and gather the 
following vital items: 


ITEMS: Captain Augustus Fierabras’ report, Diagram: Grandmaster 
Griffin steel sword, Diagram: Grandmaster Grit 
gauntlets, Diagram: Grandmaster Griffin boots 


Read the report, concerning a Witcher named Jerome, who was initially a 
paragon of politeness regarding a contract at a castle on Mont Crane, until 
Fierabras mentioned payment would be from the coffers of a mage named 
Moreau, after which Jerome flew into a rage. How curious. 


A BATTLE FOR THE AGES AT MONT 
CRANE CASTLE 


Prepare for a protracted fight with a large number of bandits as you close in on 


this windswept castle at the summit of Mont Crane 


HANSE BASE: OUTLAWS RULE HE 


© Mont crane is one of three bases of operations for an infamous outlaw gangs 
known as a Hanse. Be particularly wary and prepare for a tough fight. These bandits 
are well-organized and, when attacked, might call for help from neighboring camps. 
To prevent this, kill bandits running with torches (that show up on your mini-map) 
toward signal fires (also on your mini-map). Your goal is to kill the hanse’s leader. 


Vd 


© Tis base is particularly problematic as there is only one way in and out (from 
the south), and you're heading uphill to reach the bailey (inner courtyard atop the 
steps from the outer courtyard), Expect around 16 foes, and double that ifthe signal 
fir is it 


Itis fortunate then, that this guide has some tactics to ensure victory against these 
‘overwhelming forces, as part of Secondary Quest (Unmarked): Knight for Hire (see 

‘page 463). Consult the section on Mont Crane Castle, and remember that you don't 
need to slay all foes to progress in this quest (so you can leave the enemies on the 
upper bailey alone, and especially the leader Filibert Fourfingers). 


_ OBJECTIVE 


Once you have the 
leisure time to inspect 
Mont Crane Castle a 
little more meticulously, 
after all bandits that 
pose an immediate 
threat to you are 
neutralized, look around 
the lower courtyard, to 
a section of ruined wall 
in the northwest corner. Use the Eye of Nehaleni to remove the illusion; this is 
actually a cracked entrance into the lower dungeon of the castle itself! 


605 


Descend down the 
stairs, tum right, and 
ignore the corridor 
immediately to your right 
(southeast). Instead, 
follow the perimeter 
passageway forward 
(northeast), and then 
tum right; just before the 
fast right tur which is a 
dead-end. Continue southeast down the passage that ends in a bookcase alcove. 
Examine the table, which contains a useful Power crystal. Pick it up. 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Head down the connecting corridor with evidence of Moreau's laboratory desks, 
stills, shelves of strange liquids and a row of barrels on an inaccessible loft 
‘above you, Turn left (southeast) to face a seemingly sealed stone archway wall 
felief. Use your Witcher Senses to pick out a button on the right side of the relief 
and press it. The stone arch slides back, revealing a secret passage! 


Just beyond this secret door is a small passage leading to an open chest on your 
left, Gather some required reading, including Moreau's journal from here. Read 
the notes, which detail Moreau's son, the Witcher Jerome, arriving at Fort Ussar 
in readiness for some experimentation. The notes also mention an activation 
Crystal, which you are fortunate to have already found. Siot it into the elven 
bracket on the wall, then summon a blast of Aard to power it. A portal appears to 
your right. Enter itt 


ITEMS: Moreau’s journal, Book: Golem, or Man's most Faithful 
Servant, Book: Witchers: Not Quite the Devils You Thought, 


Book: Monstrum, or a Portrayal of Witchers, Volume 1 


JEROME MOREAU’S PRISON 


OOOO] DANGER ALERT 


Related Quests: Secondary Quest (Unmarked): Knight for Hire, 
Scavenger Hunt: Master Master Master Master!, 
Scavenger Hunt: Feline School Gear 
| Locations: Lafarque Armory [Unmarked], Trading Post, Villa Vedette 
(Unmarked), Arthach Palace Ruins, Pits of Brume (Umarked) 
Characters: Lazare Lafargue, Bartolomé de Launay, Clerk, Antoine 
“Starling” Straggen, Witcher Lexandre 
Enemies: Bandits, Hanse Dogs, Antoine “Starting” Straggen, Wild Dogs, 
Archespores 
| Recommended Items: Mastercrafted Witcher Gear (Feline) 


OUT FOR THE COUNT, DOWN FOR THE CLERK 


| OBJECTIVE: } 


606 


You appear in Mont Crane Cave (an unmarked Monster Den north of the castle) 
‘As one of the books you just found is related to golems, it shouldn't come as a 
surprise that Moreau's lumbering familiar is still quarding this underground area. 
Fortunately, itis as slow-moving as it is strong. Defeat it in glorious combat (the 
Bestiary on page 728 has some Golem-slaying plans), before pushing further up 
into the prison, away from the portal 


There's much to discover here; a tiny chest on a shelf, close to the large stone 
fireplace and oven, contains a diagram. There's another diagram just sitting 

out on a small table by two large copper brewing stills there's a note made by 
Jerome on the back of this diagram; a letter to his father Professor Moreau, that 
is distinctly the opposite of an affectionate missive). On a chair is a small sack 
containing a shirt and the final diagram 


gram: Grandmaster Griffin armor, 


lagram: Grandmaster 
ram: Grandmaster Griffin trousers 


This concludes the quest for the Grandmaster diagrams, but you still need to 
leave this cave. Interact with the rock wall to the left of the fireplace; itis an 
illusion, allowing you to reveal a separate section of cave, where you can loot 
some choice chests, drop into a pool of water, and escape back into Toussaint 
via a cave mouth north of Mont Crane Castle, in an area east of Basane Farm. 
Beware of Fleders and a Garkain lurking in this Monster Den. 


Ud 


MASTER MASTEROMASTER MAST EF 


{t this is the first set of Grandmaster Witcher diagrams you've collected, return to 
Lazare Latargue to let him make copies, and finish Scavenger Hunt: Master Master 
Master Master! (which is technically a Secondary Quest if you're looking for it in 
your Quest Panel menu), 


END: THE GRAND 
GRIFFIN WARRIOR 


Behold the best possible Griffin armor ever 
created by man or elf! Check the crafting 
materials needed, and seek out Lazare 
Lafargue to craft this armor and weaponry. 


‘This quest commences when you've completed one of the following options: 


1. You explore Toussaint, and stumble upon the location of one or more of the 
Grandmaster Feline diagrams. 


} 2.You visit a Notice Board, such as the one just south of The Gran‘place in Beauclalr, 
| and read the notice marked “Contract: Grandmaster Armorer”, and start 
‘Scavenger Hunt: Master Master Master Master! (see page 604). 


| 3.You visit Lazare Lafargue (without knowledge of his notice), a noted Grand Master 
armorer of Beauclair, and start Scavenger Hunt: Master Master Master Master! 
(see page 604). 


Remember! in order to create Feline Grandmaster gear, you require Mastercrafted 


|| gear of that school, which itis recommended you find by finishing Scavenger Hunt: 


Feline School Gear (see page 606). You need to find the gear in the following order; 
} Basic, Enhanced, Superior, Mastercrafted, and finally Grandmaster. 


Previous conversations 
with Lazare Lafarque 
has lead you to learn 
that Bartolomé de 
Launay, a ducal 
armorer, was asked to 
confirm the authenticity 
of a Witcher diagram; 

a Witcher had offered 

it for sale. Soon after, 
de Launay disappeared. The home of de Launay is as good a place to start 

this investigation. Head north, deep into the Vedette Valley territory, continuing 
northward from the Trading Post along the road, before making a right (easterly) 
tum. Ahead is the faded grandeur of Bartolomé de Launay’s residence, known as 
Villa Vedette. The front gate is firmly locked. 


| OBJECTIVE 


Head counterclockwise around the perimeter wall of the estate, passing a large 
tree, and locating some partly-ruined wooden scaffolding in the southeast 
corner of the wall. Leap and clamber up and on top of the perimeter wall, and 
drop down into the estate's grounds. You discover (and can attack with ranged 
projectiles from the perimeter wall before dropping down if you wish) a unit of 
seven bandits, busy figuring out what to do with a captured man. A swift and 
bloody combat later, you're the one doing the choosing, 


This Clerk is a Person in Distress, and is much less anxious after a momentary 
Joss of composure. You can buy from him, ask what he's doing here, and inquire 
about the Witcher diagrams. He hasn't made a thorough account of the items in 
this place, but you're welcome to ferret about for anything you require, 


Vd KNIGHTPFOR HIRE 


This heroic deed pays dividends; visit the ducal camerlengo, who can be found in 
his office in the Knights Dormant Square in Beauctair (close to the main bridge to 
the palace, and The Gran’Place Signpost). Consult the Unmarked Secondary Quest: 
Knight for Hire for further details, 


| OBJECTIVES 


The place is a mess, 
and among the detritus 
there's some minor loot 
to pocket if you wish. 
But the reason you're 
here is revealed once 
you find the unlocked 
door into the building in 
the northwest comer of 
the compound (with the 
red walls). Enter, tur left past the kitchen, into an old study area, and inspect the 
painting on the wall. Loot it to discover two pieces of parchment critical to your 
needs. Read the letter immediately: it appears Count de Launay was setting a 
trap for the Witcher who visited him, and went for protection to the bandits who 
dwell in the ruins of Arthach Palace. 


ITEMS: Letter to Bartolomé de Launay, Diagram: Grandmaster 


Feline armor 


BANDITS’ LAMENT AT ARTHACH PALACE 


| OBJECTIVE 


Exit the Villa Vedette, 
and make your way 
roughly west, across 
the crossroads, toward 
the marshlands where 
the ruins of Arthach 
Palace still stand. Along 
the way, expect to 
encounter a mounted 
bandit, and around four 
infantry on the right (north) side of the track. This is but a taste of the carnage to 
come! Cross the remains of a small elven bridge, and the palace tower, with its 
tumbledown crenellations, looms out of the marsh ahead of you. 

HANSE BASE: OUTLAWS RULE HE 
@ Arthach Palace Ruins is one of three bases of operations for an infamous 
‘outlaw gang; a place known as a “Hanse.” Be particularly wary and prepare for a 
‘tough fight. These bandits are well-organized and when attacked might call for help 
from neighboring camps. To prevent this, kill bandits running with torches (that 
‘show up on your mini-map) toward signal fires (also on your mini-map). Your goal is 
to kill the hanse’s leader. 


V4 Hd. N 


THE ARTHA! SNTHITATION 


we ‘Though the place has upward of 30 bandits, and at least a dozen more to 
call on if the signal fire is lt, you have the luxury of retreating and returning, and 
attacking from any direction you wish, The only time you may be surrounded is if 
you venture onto the battlements; so staying on the ground and using projectiles is, 
favored. Despite this, bettering the Hanse forces of Antoine “Starling” Straggen is no 
walk in the park. 


{tis fortunate then, that this guide has some stratagems to ensure victory against 
these overwhelming forces, as part of Secondary Quest (Unmarked): Knight for Hire 
{see page 463). Consult the section on Arthach Palace Ruins, and remember that 
you don't need to slay all foes to progress in this quest (so you can leave the leader 
‘Antoine “Starling” Straggen, who is up on the central tower), 


| OBJECTIVE 


Once the extreme bout of carnage has ended, whether or not you summon the 
Knights errant to commandeer this location or not, you can make off with the 
following parchments, found on the northern ruined ramparts, justin front and to 


the right of the signal fire. The leader's report makes worthwhile reading, as it tells 


the story of double-crossing the Count and torturing the Witcher to death, after 
Jearning the remaining diagrams were hidden in a place called the Pits of Brume, 


ITEMS: Hanse leader's notes, Diagram: Grandmaster Fet 


Diagram: Grandmaster Feline boots 


e trousers,| 


FORCING BACK FOLIAGE IN THE PITS 
OF BRUME 


L OBJECTIVES: 


‘A quick check of your map indicates the Pits of Brume aren't far away; a short 
jog through the bog in a roughly southeasterly direction. Along the way, you may 
encounter another Bandit Camp. This one has around four foes and a dog, and 
closer to the Pits entrance, a pack of Wild Dogs may cause some minimal panic, 
On the meadow grass just before you discover the Pits narrow cave entrance, 
expect an Archespore to need weeding. 


SCAVENGER 
HUNTS 


ie0W] 
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Follow the narrow tunnel until it bends round to the left, and take the right This concludes the quest for the Grandmaster diagrams, but you still need to 
(Upper) fork at the junction. This way you can overlook the main pit cavern, and _ leave this pit; simply return the way you came, or head further in to gather any 
deal with two unruly Archespores. After the plant life is cut back, check the far remaining loot you wish. 

(northwest) end of the pit, where the journal of Witcher Lexandre can be found 
‘ear a small burlap cot. A vial, and more importantly, the remaining Witcher W MASTER(MAST 
diagrams are found in the knapsack here. 


If this is the first set of Grandmaster Witcher diagrams you've collected, return to 
Lazare Latargue to let him make copies, and finish Scavenger Hunt: Master Master 
Master Master! (which is technically a Secondary Quest if you're looking for it in 
your Quest Pane! menu). 


END: THE GRAND 
FELINE WARRIOR 


This is the finest quality Feline armor 
ever constructed! Check the crafting 
materials needed, and seek out Lazare 
Lafargue to craft this armor and weaponty. 
Consult A Witcher's inventory in the eGuide 
for more details. 


ITEMS: Lexandre’s journal, Diagram: Grandmaster Feline steel 
sword, Diagram: Grandmaster Feline silver sword, 
Diagram: Grandmaster Feline gauntlets 


\Baw/ 


Related Quests: Secondary Quest (Unmarked): Knight for Hire, 
Scavenger Hunt: Master Master Master Master!, Scavenger Hunt 
Wolven School Gear 

Locations: Lafargue Armory (Unmarked), Termes Palace Ruins 

Characters: Lazare Lafargue, Witcher Adona of Carreras, Master 
‘Tyen'sail, Isabelle Duchamp, George Herbert 

Enemies: Archespore, Boars 

Recommended Items: Mastercrafted Witcher Gear (Wolven} 


During your chat with 
Lazare Latargue, 

you learned that 
Witcher Adon was 
hired as an escort 

‘on an archaeological 
expedition to the elven 
ruins at Termes. Now 
seems as good time 

as any to head to the 
expedition site, which is over on the far eastern side of Toussaint, at the Termes 
Palace Ruins, in northeast Caroberta Woods Territory. As you arrive, the camp 

is just south of the elven ruins, and the rotting tents are still visible, Conduct a 
search of the camp, after dealing with the plant-lfe here; an Archespore needs to 


HERE LIES OUR FATHER. 
HE DIED SO OTHERS MAY LIVE. 


| OBJECTIVE: 


‘Tis queet commences when you've completed one of lise oRowdng options: be de-headed. Then use your Witcher Senses to find a tiny chest under a bench 
| You explore Toussaint, and stumble upon the location of one or more of the between two tents. 
Grandmaster Wolven diagrams. 


| 2.You visit a Notice Board, such as the one just south of The Gran’place in Beauclar, ITEM: Isabelle Duchamp’s journal 


‘and read the notice marked "Contract: Grandmaster Armorer”, and start 
|| Scavenger Hunt: Master Master Master Master! (see page 604). The journal is a diary of an expedition to study the elven ruins here, gaining entry 


| 3.you vst Lazare Lafarque (without knowledge of his notice), a noted Grand Master | USING Something called the “Purple Ruby of Aed Gynvael 
‘armorer of Beauclair, and start Scavenger Hunt: Master Master Master Master! 
(see page 604). 
Remember! In order to create Wolven Grandmaster gear, you require Mastercrafted 
i ‘gear of that school, which it is recommended you find by finishing Scavenger Hunt: | 
Wolven Schoo! Gear (see page 608). You need to find the gear in the following order: 


| OBJECTIVES: 


} Basic, Enhanced, Superior, Mastercrafted, and finally Grandmaster, 


Itseems the 
investigation is to take 
you into the elven 

ruins. Make a careful 
inspection of the entire 
area around the ancient 
arches, Beneath them, 
behind a small waterfall 
(and a cracked wall 

you use Aard to break 
it open), is a Place of Power to optionally locate. There are a few scattered 
sacks and chests of loot to open on the ruins themselves. Expect to be harried 
by the occasional forest Boar, But you're here to find the purple barrier pictured 
previously; an archway in the roughly northern part of the ruins. When you find 
it, you see there's a slot on the right side of the inner archway, which probably 
deactivates the barrier, But where is it? 


Head west now, into a tomb where you make a spectacular discovery—the tomb 
of King Divethaf himself! inspect the plaque, then a satchel strewn on the tile 
= a = — floor in this chamber. It looks like it belonged to a Witcher. It also contains the 
, OBJECTIVE = three remaining diagrams you seek! The journal also found in the satchel may 
t Cause a smile of melancholy; the Witcher came to Toussaint at Vesemir's request. 


SCAVENGER 
HUNTS 


a 


ITEMS: Adona of Carreras’ journal, Diagram: Grandmaster Wolven 
armor, Diagram: Grandmaster Wolven trousers, Diagram: 
Grandmaster Wolven boots 


Fortunately, it’s extremely close by (and easily overlooked); itis on the right 
side of the tiled floor entrance you can see in the previous picture; at the foot 

of the fallen masonry step, and is found along with a letter, Read the letter, a 
haughty report about an overly-cautious Witcher in the service of “Duchamp” the 
lead archeologist. Now head to the purple barrier, slot in the ruby, and explore 


This concludes the quest for the Grandmaster diagrams, but you still need to 
leave these ruins. Simply inspect the ruins for any further loot, before you head 
through the archway to the north, turn right (east), gather'a key at the foot of the 
sturdy door you couldn't open previously, and unlock it. From here, ascend the 
steps back outside. 


HERE LIES OUR WITCHER. 
HE DIED WHEN A ROCK FELL ON HIM. 


| OBJECTIVE 


the chambers, 


ITEMS: Pury 


uby, George 


Upon exiting the ruins, the responsible thing to do is to remove the crystal to seat 
them back. They're sealed for a reason after all, and leaving them open just lets 
more Wraiths and Barghests out to roam the area. 


UA MASTER®MASTEROMASTER MASTER 


If you've been busy coating your sword in specter oil, you've correctly predicted 
this elven tomb holds a number of unquiet spirits! Slowly descend the steps, and 1 this is the first set of Grandmaster Witcher diagrams you've collected, return to 


engage two Barghests in combat. It's recommended you make slow and steady Lazare Latargue to let him make copies, and finish Scavenger Hunt: Master Master 
progress through these ruins, to avoid becoming overwhelmed by spectral ‘Master Master! (which is technically a Secondary Quest if you're looking for it in 
forces. When both astral hounds are dispatched, use your Witcher Senses to look ‘your Quest Pane! menu). 

for the skeletal remains in the first chamber. They appear to have been running 

Wcbashas END: THE GRAND WOLVEN WARRIOR 

The sturdy arched door 


Behold the very best Wolven armor ever 
forged by elf or man! Check the crafting 
materials needed, and seek out Lazare 
Lafargue to craft this armor and weaponry. 


to your right (west) is 
firmly locked, meaning 
the only way is left 
(east) and down the 
steps. Use Aard on the 
cracked wall preventing 
further progress, and 
step through into a 
more rocky tunnel, 
turing right (south), moving into a larger cavern where a Giant Centipede must 
be slain, Afterward, feel free to search for a minor chest and loot, before locating 
a second weakened wall and blasting it open to reach the second part of the 
underground ruins. 


You are immediately set upon by two Barghests and four Wraiths, so itis 
imperative you prepare for this combat! If you're feeling overwhelmed, retreat 
into the giant centipede cavern to regroup; rushing further into the ruins simply 
‘summons two more wraiths! It is worth remaining in this secondary chamber 
and fighting any remaining guardians of these depths. 


After the wraiths are defeated, head right (east) to a room with a dead end, and 
a huge boulder brought down from above. The skeletal remains of Witcher Adon 
can be found partly under this massive rock; he brought this down to crush his 
foes, and ended up killing himself, too. He's carrying some of the diagrams you 
seek. Gather them before continuing, 


ITEMS: Diagram: Grandmaster Wolven steel sword, 
Diagram: Grandmaster Wolven silver sword, 


Diagram: Grandmaster Wolven gauntlets 
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Related Quests: Scavenger Hunt: Master Master Master Master!, | 
Scavenger Hunt: Bear School Gear, Contract: The Tufo Monster 

Locations: Lafargue Armory (Unmarked), Flovive, Marcescent Forest, 
Filament Stream 

Characters: Lazare Lafargue, Charite Gontran de Tufo, Witcher Junod 
of Belhaven 

Enemies: Bears, Giant Centipedes, The Tufo Monster (Shaelmaar} 

Recommended Items: Mastercrafted Witcher Gear (Ursinel 


UNDERMINING THE PEASANTS OF FLOVIVE 


| OBJECTIVE 


This quest commences when you've completed one of the following options: 


| 2.You explore Toussaint, and stumble upon the location of one or more of the 
\ Grandmaster Ursine (Bear) diagrams. 


|) 2.You visita Notice Board, such as the one just south of The Gran’place in Beauelai, 
‘and read tho notice marked "Contract: Grandmaster Armorer”, and start 
‘Scavenger Hunt: Master Master Master Master! (see page 604). 


| 3.You visit Lazare Latargue (without knowledge of his notice), a noted Grand Master 
‘armorer of Beautclair, and start Scavenger Hunt: Master Master Master Master! 
(see page 604), 


Remember! In order to create Ursine Grandmaster gear, you require Mastercrafted 
|) gear of that school, which it is recommended you find by finishing Scavenger Hunt: 
Bear School Gear (see page 610). You need to find the gear in the following order: 

I Basic, Enhanced, Superior, Mastercrafted, and finally Grandmaster, 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Previous conversation 
with Lazare Lafargue 
has him recall a 
towering Witcher who 
haggled with Tyen'Sail 
like a fishwife, and 
pledged to bring them 
coin after completing 

a contract at the Tufo 
vineyard, The Tuto estate 
is across the lake to the east, in Sansretour Marsh, but the exact location is slightly 
further southwest, in the village of Flovive, When you enter the north area of the 
village, one of the buildings looks particularly unstable, with caved-in foundations. 


The building is unsafe 
for habitation, and 
there's little of note 
inside. But pass through 
Or head around into the 
back yard, and there's a 
sizable dip in the earth; 
‘a sagging area where 
rocks and wood have 
fallen over a hole that 
used to lead to a wine cella. Use Aard and clear the entrance. 


This leads to an 
abandoned wine 
cellar, which is devoid 
of anything but the 
least desirable plonk. 
However, there's 
something glittering 

in the first alcove on 
your right, as you enter. 
t's a chest with three 
diagrams, and a journal of the building's owner regarding Tufo's contract with 
aWitcher “as big as a mountain and bearded as a dwarf.” There's a claim of a 
subterranean monster near a stream; that's your next area of investigation. 


ITEMS: Charite Gontran de Tufo's journal, Diagram: Grandmaster 
Ursine silver sword, Diagram: Grandmaster Ursine armor, 
Diagram: Grandmaster Ursine gauntlets 


WITCHER JUNOD’S FINAL JAUNT 


| OBJECTIVES: _ 


The supposed entrance to the underground lair of the tectonic terror the Witcher 
Set off to search for is north and a little west of your current location in Flovive. Set 
off across the Tufo Vineyard, before descending into the lightly-wooded Marcescent 
Forest. You may have a couple of Bears (what else?) to contend with en route to an 
{idyllic and shallow body of water known as Filament Stream, On the north side of 
this pond is a cave entrance. Time to see if the Witcher left any tracks. 


A TUFO-ONE QUEST DEAL: THE TUFO MONSTEF 


This cave Is home to an exceptionally frightening monster; but one which you need 
‘not fight if you don’t venture into the large, final chamber of this cave complex. 

Hf you wish to know what beast you're facing, consult Contract: The Tufo Monster 
{see page 544). You also have a few scattered skeletons and other toot to optionally 
gather during your exploration here, 


E OBJECTIVE 


Drop down the cave 
hole, and check the 
area to your left 
(northwest), unless the 
spittle from the Giant 
Centipede on your right 
(southeast) sends you 
into a blood-rage, and 
you need to slay this 
Creature first. You'll face 
this insect anyway, so clear the area of foes. 


Backtrack to the northwest part of the tunnel, and blast apart a collection of 
fubble (or climb over it) to reach a dead-end. However, there's some bedding and 
a letter written by the Witcher himself. I tells of buildings around here collapsing, 
and that Witcher Junod has daubed symbols of his schoo! on the interior cave 
walls so he can navigate his way through this cave complex. 


This concludes the quest for the Grandmaster diagrams. You can read more 
about Witcher Junod's final moments facing the great beast in this cave. Then 
retrace your steps, as the last tunnel (right at the main junction) leads to the 
massive lair of the Tufo Monster. Be sure the Contract of the same name is active 


Tur and head deeper —_—_if you wish to face this creature. Otherwise, retrace your steps back outside 
into the cave system, 
passing the Giant VA MASTEROMASTE STEROMASTER! 
Centipede-slaying 
chamber, and using It this isthe first set of Grandmaster Witcher diagrams you've collected, return to | 
your Witcher Senses to Lazare Lafargue to let him make copies, and finish Scavenger Hunt: Master Master | 
spot bear head symbols Master Master! (which is technically a Secondary Quest if you're looking for i in. 
along the walls. It isn't your Quest Panel menu). 
necessary to find all of 
them (or any of them) » 
Cross the cavern, into some narrow burrowing tunnels, The left fork leads to a yf END: THE GRAND 
short dead-end so head right, following the tunnel to a main junction (and bear URSINE WARRIOR 
symbol). There's a tunnel left of you, leading to a dead end, Drop down at the Geral is clad in the most spectacular 
junction, as the tunnel continues left and right. Head left, into a Giant Centipede Ursine armor ever created! Check the 
Cave, Fight the disgusting beast, as it is burrowing around the remains of the crafting materials needed, and seek 
Witcher, along with the remainder of the diagrams! out Lazare Lafargue to craft this armor 


and weaponry. 


ITEMS; Junod of Bethaven’s journal, Diagram: Grandmaster Ursine 
trousers, Diagram: Grandmaster Ursine steel sword, 
Diagram: Grandmaster Ursine boots 


KL) DANGER ALERT 


LF) \Baw/ 


Related Quests: Scavenger Hunt: Master Master Master Master!, OBJECTIVE 
Secondary Quest: Big Feet to Fill, Treasure Hunt: The Toussaint — = 
Prison Experiment 
Locations: Lafargue Armory (Unmarked), Bastoy Prison Ruins 
(Unmarked), Lebioda’s Prayer Cave (Unmarked), Prophet Lebioda’s According to the Beauclair armorer Lazare Lafargue, one century ago, Witcher 
Statue, Murky Delve (Unmarked), Lake of Cleansing (Unmarked) Merten visited Tyen’Sail and made a poor impression; stinking like a dwarf and 
Characters: Lazare Lafargue, Witcher Merten, The Prophet Lebioda, quarreling fiercely. Folk say the Witcher brawled with the Ducal Guard and was 
Beggars, Peasant, Mystery Man arrested and sentenced to Bastoy Prison. The ruins of the prison itself are deep 
Enemies: Alp, Panthers, Spirit of the Great Beggar, Bruxae, Kikimores in the Gorgon Foothills, on the western side of Toussaint. From the Chuchote 
Cave, take the road to the south across the footbridge, and head around Lac 
Celavy heading roughly southwest, until the Bastoy Prison Ruins loom up at you 


PILGRIMAGE AT BASTOY PRISON RUINS hla: 


E OBJECTIV 


| OBJECTIVES 


‘A thorough exploration 
may reveal a Treasure 
Hunt (and a tiny locked 


This quest commences when you've completed one of the following options: 


| 1.You explore Toussaint, and stumble upon the location of one or more of the chest unrelated to this 
Grandmaster Manticore diagrams, - quest) and an Alp to 
2. You visit a Notice Board, such asthe one just south of The Gran’place in Beauctair, Wee ee ae 
"The Toussaint Prison 


‘and read the notice marked “Contract: Grandmaster Armorer”, and start | 
| Soavenger Hunt: Mastr Mester Master Master! (see page 604). : 


\/ 3.You visit Lazare Lafargue (without knowledge of his notice), a noted Grand Master 
‘armorer of Beauclair, and start Scavenger Hunt: Master Master Master Master! 


Experiment” (see 
page 573). However, 
you're here for some 
| Manticore gear diagrams, so enter the investigation area and climb the wall 


(see page 604), | 
f 7 to a wooden balcony leading to the ruins of a prison tower. Look for a loose 
{ Remember! The fabled Manticore set of Witcher gear diagrams only come in one stone on the wall near the gap to the balcony; it contains the first diagram you 
type of quality; Grandmaster. There are no previous Scavenger Hunts tocomplete _§ sock Break open the book you find with the diagram; it charts the conversion 


ee eae as it pertnie oee- J of Witcher Merten to the cult of Leioda.n fac, it suggests Merten went to a 
— — legendary cave frequented by the deity. 


ITEMS: Prisoner's journal, Diagram: Manticore steel sword 


on 
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AHOPE AND A PRAYER 


| OBJECTIVES: 


Lebioda's Prayer 
Cave is an unmarked 
location all the way 
across Toussaint, on 
the western side of the 
Duchy in the Caroberta 
Woods Territory, 
southeast of Gelenser 
Farm, and southwest 
of the Termese Palace 
Ruins. Head deep into the woods, following an overgrown path between a rocky 
dell, engaging a couple of Panthers in combat along the way. The cave entrance 
is unassuming, but once you enter, there's evidence of impressive carvings. 


Descend into the circular chamber, now a shrine to Lebioda, and adorned with 
his teachings carved into the walls, Read them at your leisure, You should also 
notice a number of slips of paper adhered to the walls, with a prayer on each 
‘one, Any of particular interest glow red when you employ your Witcher senses, 
but most are simple requests for loved ones to be well, or to forgive them for a 
misdeed, Look to the prayer notes on the southeast wall 


The one to the far right was written by Witcher Merten; written on the back of the 
‘second diagram! Read the parchment; Merten seeks to denounce his sins, and 
‘meet with someone called “The Great Beggar” at the Temple of Lebioda. 


Manticore armor 


ITE 


S: Me 


prayer, Diagra 


THIS BEGGAR'S BELIEF 


} OBJECTIVES 


The pilgrimage 
continues! The Temple 
of Lebioda is an 
impressive landmark 
that lies on the western 
banks of the Sansretour 
River, part of the 
Prophet Lebioda Statue 
complex, which may 
have been completed 

if you finished Secondary Quest: Big Feet to Fil (see page 457). Venture west, 
‘and find the temple behind the monumental statue of Lebjoda. Head through 
the grand (but crumbling) opening, into an entrance crypt. Ahead is a sealed 
archway; blast it apart with a sturdy Aard blow. 


Beyond the bricked-up wall is a tormented wraith, the Spirit of the Great Beggar. 
itis a powerful specter with a forceful, Aard-like blast that can knock you back, 
and a staff that may be ethereal, but it still hurts when it strikes you! Use similar 
tactics to those you use when defeating wraiths and human ghosts. When you've 
Slain the spirit, look about this chamber; the Bones of the Great Beggar lie 
‘scattered on the floor here. Gather them up. 


Great Beggar 


Continue your search of the Great Beggar's chamber; on a small table is a tiny 
chest to loot; it contains two more diagrams and a journal. Reading the journal 


_ Teveals the locals had been angered by the Beggar's preaching about Lebioda, 


but that a man named Merten had raised his spirits. The Beggar recommended 
Merten visit the Hidden Chapel, a bleak place where a trial would await him. 
That appears to be your next location to find. Before you leave the temple, inter 
the bones you found in one of the entrance sarcophagi, so the Great Beggar may 
finally rest in peace 


Diagram: Manticore trouser: 


A MURKY DELVE: 
TRIALS AT THE HIDDEN CHAPEL 


f OBJECTIVES: 


Along the western shores of Lake Seidhe Llygad, in the Gorgon Foothills south of 
the Palace Gardens in Beauclair, and just north of the Seidhe Llygad Ampitheater, 
is an unassuming cave mouth, the Hidden Chapel the Beggar made reference to. 
The entrance to the Hidden Chapel has another name now, Murky Delve, but was 
once known as the Cave of Tribulations. Swim through the cave opening, and 
climb up onto more solid ground inside this cave tunnel. You surmise the chapel 
Merten visited must be in this cave 


FIRST TRIAL: BATTLING TEMPTATION 


As you walk further into the cave, you are almost overcome by a strange purple 
haze of mist. No potions seem to negate the coughing, though you recover 
immediately afterward. The mist seems to grant you strange hallucinations; 
venture forward to spy two naked women in a cave grotto ahead of you. If you 
approach them, they soon transform into screaming Bruxae, and must be fought 
in combat. If you keep your distance and go through the other tunnel, you won't 
have to fight them, 


SECOND TRIAL: ALMS FOR THE POOR 


‘After the fight, there are two possible tunnels to climb up and around, and both 
lead to a strange sight, a group of five beggars pleading for help. Step to each 
one, and drop some coin at thelr outstretched hands. After you give alms, the 
beggar disappears in a puff of purple mist. Progress continues further into the 
tunnel, heading slightly upward in a northeasterly direction. If you don’t share the 
wealth, an Archespore attacks you, and in order to proceed you will have to kill it. 


THIRD TRIAL: SELFLESS ACTS OF PROTECTION 


You must venture through another purple mist, into a chamber where a man 

{s being worried by a cluster of Kikimores. Slay all three of them, and the man 
disappears in a cloud of violet fog. Though you may be tempted to loot a sword 
sticking out of pile of gold, don't do it. Grabbing it will fail the test and the sword, 
gold pile, and man will disappear while you're attacked by a group of Kikimores. 
The tunnel continues with some natural steps up, to the northwest. Climb them 
to a collapsed tunnel, and remove the rubble with a blast of Aard. 


FOURTH TRIAL: HONOR AT THE HIDDEN CHAPEL 


Step through the hole you made, and peer down into a shallow pool of deep 
purple water. lgnore that, and make your way around the higher ledge, to an 
alcove with a fissure of light streaming down from behind it, and a strange 
Mystery Man who rises to his feet to greet you. He appears to look exactly like 
the Prophet Lebioda, and disappears a moment later. There must have been 
some powerful hallucinogens in that purple haze! The disappearing man leaves 
behind some bones to examine (are these the remains of Lebioda himself?) and 
‘a small chest to loot. Merten’s notes, when read, reveal the last station on the 
ex-Witcher's pilgrimage 


ITEMS: Mertei 


notes, Diagram: 


janticore silver sword 


THE LAST CLEANSING OF WITCHER MERTEN 


| OBJECTIVE: 


The final stop on retracing the Pilgrimage of Merten is finding the Lake of 
Cleansing, which is far across Toussaint on the northeastern edge of the Duchy, 
just northeast of Basane Farm in Mar Aurbrebis Territory. Follow the road 
northeast from Basane Farm, crossing the two stone bridges before turing right 
(east), and following the stream to the lake itself. The dappled light and peace of 
the lake is disturbed somewhat by three motley bandits, who are easily defeated 
before a dive in the lake. Swim down from the jetty, locating some scattered 
jewelry, and a sack containing the last diagram and letter of Witcher Merten. 
This concludes the quest for the Manticore diagrams. You can read more about 
Witcher Merten if you wish. 


/ MASTER MASTE 


If this is the first set of Grandmaster Witcher diagrams you've collected, return to, 
Lazare Lafargue to let him make copies, and finish Scavenger Hunt: Master Master 
Master Master! (which is technically a Secondary Quest if you're looking for it in 
your Quest Panel menu), 


END: THE MANTICORE WARRIOR 


The fabled armor from the Manticore 
‘School is finally yours! Check the crafting 
materials needed, and seek out Lazare 
Lafargue to craft this armor and weaponry, 
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ATLAS OF THE NORTHERN 
REALMS AND THE DUCHY 
OF TOUSSAINT 


In which the vast territories of White Orchard, Vizima, Velen, Novigrad, Skellige, Other Worlds, Kaer Morhen, and Toussaint are 
revealed in painstaking detail. All signposts, points of interest, places of power, merchants, Gwent players, hidden locations, 
quest starting points, and treasure chests (along with the quality of their loot) are shown. This allows you to complete a 
thorough inspection of every nook and cranny of the landscape. 


] 2 oS 
| ATLAS OF THE NORTHERN REALMS AND) THE DUCHY 


OVERVIEW 


Welcome to the Atlas of the Northern Realms, Witcher! In this expansive chapter, cartographers have pinpointed hundreds of areas of interest, danger, and general 
‘exploration so you can survey the landscape with an increased air of certainty. The following introduction explains how this information is disseminated on a realm, 
territory, and area basis. 


A LAND DIVIDED: REALMS, TERRITORIES, AND AREAS 

This Atlas is divided into the same Realms as those you discover on your World Map. However, expect to see more information than the in-game maps provide. 
REALMS 

The following realms are detailed: 


Novigrad (page 642): Encompassing the ‘Kaer Morhen (page 685): 
largest city of the Realms, as well as the The hidden fortress of the Wolf School 
| Witchers, this is as close to a home as 


Vizima Royal Caste (page 623): 
The seat of Nilfgaardian power, where 
Emhyr var Emrets rules with an iron fist. 


This is a single, interior location. 


Ancient volcanic activity has sculpted the 
Jandscape of this duchy into an idyllic 
place where the wine flows freely, though 
fecently, 0 has the blood. 


and Through Time and Space) you end up 
visiting hidden and strange locations that 
are otherwise impossible to access. Make 
the most of your time here by searching 

every nook and cranny. 


TERRITORIES AND ISLANDS 


Due to their tremendous size, the Territories of Velen, Novigrad, and Skellige have been further sub-divided into smaller land masses known as “territories” 


(or islands in the case of Skellige). These aren't shown on your in-game maps, and are segmented across naturally-occurring topography, such as rivers and roads, 
wherever possible. The following Territories are detailed: 


Velen: Mudplough (page 628). 


Velen: The Descent (page 632), 


Velen: The Mire (page 636). 


‘Skellige: Hindarsfjal (page 678). 


Velen: Bald Mountain (page 641). 


Novigrad: Grassy Knoll (page 650). 


‘Novigrad: Gustfields (page 652). Skellige: Undvik (page 681). 


Novigrad: City of Oxenfurt (page 660). 


AREAS 


When guide cartographers were trudaing the mud roads of each and every location, it was deemed necessary to further divide specific Realms and Territories with a 
‘small dotted line, and name them with a compass direction or area used in local vernacular. These are the areas, segments of a larger map, Zoomed In to show every 
important element you can interact or search for. 


} J CROW’S PERCH - CENTER 


| The villages of Heatherton (decimated by a visit from 
‘the Wild Hunt), and Blackbough (where the Baron's 
men patrol) dominate this mainly forested part of 
Crow's Perch Territory. Further north, is the remote 
Wolven Glade, where rituals are still said to take 
place, and wraiths summoned. 


Te inhabtants ofthis vilage were rpleved when they learned the 
path of the marching 1 shod sight and passed thee 
Gage py Then one hight the generals charged the mand. 


Points of Interest Dungeons 


1D | Fora GD bewrcave 


‘tong, lang me apo, when this land was ruled by forest spins and 

nea ode ha Ai wold come hae pay Thorn eapects to tie 
oh toma conmanged Wa se 

Ki olay of Backbough sd st 


rotund conta 
‘ake excepto 


GD | e's Magica Hideout sion 


‘Avaable Money Below Average 


‘vatate Money Poot 


‘ealable Money Poot 


INTRODUCT 
1B] 


This age thst a uns logprs used 10 EZ) Blacksmith Amateur) Avaliable Money Bolow Ar 
Balog hero brn, ean re ioe bering The weal 

Flower oreter the 8 lagond which olds tha ter vilage we 

fiance ya promioant tember ance race ol ted pope 

Noto te village iste pears cottage 1) | TheAmateu 8 


of Bac 


The Merchant of BlackDough p.80t 


2) | Last Ptes 368 )  Ursine Stee! Sword (Mastercrafied) 


5) | Wid at 


> | Detender 


Fal p66 


Fists of Fury Velen 


‘An example of an 
(No Man's Land). 


the central portion of land within 


ect that the guide's compass maps highlight each terry or area where 
applicable, and show which way is north, so you might never get lost. 
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‘ICONOGRAPHY AND TOPOGRAPHY: MAP LEGEND 


This Atlas employs a number of icons you may find familiar if you utilize the in-game map. For each area under examination, expect a brief synopsis of the important 
facts related to the area, followed by maps and imagery labeled with the following icons: 


ND 


SIGNPO 


© 


‘These are important geographical locations and Fast-Travel points. All the 
nearby quests, points of interest, Gwent opportunities, and merchants are listed. 


Every important quest that appears in your quest menu is flagged using these 
icons, along with a page number so you can quickly flip to the quest itself. 


Monster Nest 


‘A disgusting collection of spittle, rocks, branches, 
or other detritus. A Samum, Dancing Star or 
Grapeshot bomb required to destroy these nests, 


Notice Board 


A wooden board, usually found within a settlement, 
with a variety of notes. You can start some 
Secondary, Contract, Heroes’ Pursuits, Fist Fights, 
and Gwent quests by reading the missives here. 
Initial tasks are listed throughout this Atlas; but 
additional tasks may be pinned to Notice Boards 


(1) | ein oust critical path Main Quest begins at this point pitted 
‘citizen, usually caged and in despair. Free them 
[1 ]] Secondary cuest | An optional Secondary Quest begins at tis pint @ | Persons) in Disvess | and they head oa particular locaton 
‘Ar-optional monster hunt can begin at this point; (eso hionet: 
a Contracts this is usually the location of the quest giver, though ‘These are areas where ghosts are known to 
“3 most of these quests can be started by stumbling @ Place of Haunting | have been seen. Produce the Magic Lamp given to 
into the monster's territory. you by Keira Metz (page 187) to uncover more. 
u Gwent Quest ‘An optional Secondary Quest related to the card ‘An important stone of magic that increases a 
game Gwent begins at this point. ©) | Pace ot Power particular ability. The Sign of the Place of Power is 
indicated, as well, 
a Fistfight ie oars Reem Mencuats Ie nvelabla hie. ) Smugglers Cache | Small hidden item, sometimes valuable, and 
“An optional race on horseback can occur at this = Linas SEA 
HD | tose hace point, Hearts of Stone and Blood and Wine Horse Usually the site ofa battle, and now usually 
Races are elon Sagged with this iconography. @ | soi orwar paca wh bodes othe fle, Si vou 
bles. 
‘An optional treasure hunt to find diagrams for fabled 8 LENE 
u Scavenger Hunts | 2/8 and armor of the Witcher schoots is available A large chest, and permanent fixture in the location 
wend here (this may nat be a starting point, as these @ | sin you find i, allows you to dump any unwanted 
quests can begin at any diagram stash). equipment you've found. 
if you're looking forthe smaller Treasure Hunts, ‘series of five locations where stone mason 
&) Tse tunis | \84Y noting te cng face andy betow | | | Te Prot caravans have encountered problems, and must 
© locating the chest itself look forthe Key and Chest Leia Footsteps | be ese Only aval ding Bod and Vine 
icons in the “Chests” part of this legend. Secondary Quest: Big Feet to Fil. 
; ‘A dwelling of interest that does not appear on your 
a Epilogue One of the game's endings begins at this point. @ Unmarked Location | World Map. Sometimes itis a place of business that 
you can visit, such as a tavern oF local landmark 
Ty] oc tagged winter DLC mesng kis 2 bey 
ssanicncialie iat: ‘local vinner is having a heck ofa time with a 
Monster Nest, and prowling or burrowing enemies 
bos 4 aoe eee ai Serene mee eee onne G | veeyaranestaton ‘uining his grapes. Treat these encounters just like 
pansion Monster Nests 
arrears || ree ee VeRO the Blo ad Wie ‘A special, Toussaint-only contract where you must 
Content Expansion, @ | Viner contract | rd the immediate area of any hostile beasts, before 
BE terete | Actetvet ah testo Hear tte being rewarded by a grateful wine merchant 
Main Quests expansion begins at this point. WERCHANTS AND RERA 
Hearts of Stone: | An optional Secondary Hears of St 
] Secondary Quests _| expansion begins at cael" the Hears of Stone |" erchants and Repairs: Interact wit he follwing traders and obtain a variety of 
services and enhancements. Most ofthese individuals are also Gwent players, too, 
oH Blood and Wine: Accritical path Main Quest in the Blood and Wine A\so seek out the complete list of Merchants, starting on page 816. 
Main Quests expansion begins at this point. 
[Ty] essen] ST ET €9 | Aeremy suzpies | Mami speaze in seiig te materia 
ine: optional Secondary Quest in and Wine required for Alchemy. 
Pte Foe wl Bette at Ed These traders specialize in making protective 
POINTS OF INTER equipment from materials salvaged inthe field, as 
Armorer (Amateur, | well as selling basic equipment. I they have the 
eed 2 ey wath barb Ap cael Journeyman, Master,| skill to follow diagrams you bring to them, for a 
SE Sed myn! or Grandmaster) | fee and forthe materials required, an Armorsmith 
‘location, sometimes in disrepair, that may have can make what you request. These smiths can sell 
@ ‘Abandoned Site been taken over by monsters. Any Merchants you equipment diagrams as well. 
may see on the maps of this general area only = - 
;nge the appearance of Geralt's beard and 
a nies conn LAL Redden @ eh flowing locks at any of these establishments, 
(usually) small encampment with human-sized 
| sans cam fo. hse aso ebop hose. Usual, fey These traders focus entirely on the sales and 
Lodhi wate aes) ce Blacksmith Creation of weaponry. Fr your purposes, this 
Cole 2 @| a: ‘means steel swords, silver swords, and crossbows. 
| one if you require a boat to sail the waterways ofthe Joumeyman, or | As with Armorers, the Blacksmith’s individual skill 
Realms, look here. Master) determines what diagrams they can craft from. 
8 Fs Espock Iaasiie tate ran abn ot monies Blacksmiths may also sell equipment diagrams. 
Guarded Treasure | here. The type of enemy is listed. * ifyou fancy an evening (or even a morning) of 
Wott #eeeiold grain by i teerchio ok Brothel rumpy-pumpy, fel free to visit one ofthe three 
Hanse Knocking shops of Novigrad. 
of bandits, their dogs, and (usually insane) leader. 9 shops of Novigi 
Aceaal bandit can where's Duc Gaght Grindstones and Armorer's Tables are often found 
| eaten Maton Moteiiene weatcion G | sinstone rar a blacksmith or armorer. They provide a 
in Distress killing the knight. j temporary increase to the effectiveness of your 
= 's weapons (Grindstones) and armor (Armorer's Tables). 
(2) | Monsterden ‘A monster-infested location, and constant worry for GD | mors tale remap bites rah erably : 
‘those living nearby. Investigate and rid the area of foes. 


instead of exploring the wildemess for wild ‘Submerged underwater 


@ Herbalist flowers, mushrooms, or berries, purchase them. Chests often yield better 
here, instead, loot than those on 
Expect a variety of consumable goods; mainly food dry land. 
Innkeep and alcoholic beverages. 
aa ; Some chests may be 
wide variety of goods can be found here, from mca oon ae 
8 ake ¥ rare books to swords, equipment, Gwent cards, pase stiri 
abate foodstuffs, and many other trinkets. y. ay req 
the use of a Sign to 
‘An Ofieri Runewright crafts runes and glyphs and} fing euch as a chest 
@ pe can also form them into words to be placed in 
me swords and armor, Rune- and glyphwords give their| hidden under floorboards 
items new, powerful properties. See page 50. Fequiring Aard to remove 
and discover), These 
Some merchants wander the roads, plying their chests may yield better 
Wandering Merchant] wares. They tend to use the paths shown, resting at| ity oot, but this is 
- the start and finish of their path . 
‘— ot guaranteed. 


‘Occasionally, Toussaint has these type of merchants, 
Who specialize in various types of wine. These can = 
@ Vintner be sold and drunk. What a bouquet... 'm getting the i 


‘smell of chestnut... a soupcon of honey... and just F 5 
the faintest whiff of dead Drowner, Ud _ 


To be sure you're getting the best gear, recipes, Gwent cards, and ingredients we 


GWENT PLAYERS AND VENDORS 


‘Whether you're after a quick bout of Gwent, or you're aching to spend some crowns 
for a couple of rare cards, seek out the following individuals, Also seek out the 
complete list of Gwent Players and Vendors, starting on page 800, 


Expect a game of Gwent at this location, The name The chest icon also incorporates barrels, crates, otherwise seemingly-innocuous. 
of the Gwent player is noted. Remember that some | containers, and even occasional dead bodies, which hold valuable items. So, 


Gwent vendors are also players, some players give 
a) Gwent Player you a random card if you beat them, and others are | YOU See a chest icon inthis Atlas, but no chest in your game, be sure to 
only accessible i you're completing a particular fummage through any nearby containers, 


Gwent quest (so may not be available immediately) 


Expect to purchase multiple Gwent cards at this 
@ Gwent Card Vendor | location. These sellers may not always be available, 


recommend keeping your Attas chapter, or The Witcher 3: Wild Hunt Offical Map App, at | 
hand. This way you can be confident you're getting as many nearby chests as possible, 


15 buy what they have. bs soon es possible, During your travels there may be loot that is indicated on the Atlas maps, 
CHESTS that is excellent in valu, but seemingly unable to be accessed. Usually 
this is blocked by an itusion (a clue isan" asterisk icon appearing 
Gathering valuable items is extremely important during your adventure, and this ‘on the scenery blocking your path). We recommend you complete Main Quest: 
guide details the (random) quality of the treasure you should expect to find: Wandering in the Dark (page 165), obtain the Eye of Nehaleni from Keira Metz, and 


Expect reasonably valuable (random) items in this interact with these illusions to dispel them, allowing access, 


Ceihig type of chest 


Better Chest Expect better, more valuable (random) loot. MERCHANTS, SELLING, AND STASHING 


A thorough inspection 


@ Relic Chest ‘An extremely valuable relic is found in this chest. from White Orchard to 


Toussaint, has revealed 
Scavenger Loot from the Witcher School is found here, almost | gyery single Merchant 


Hunt Chest always in Diagram form. and trader you can 
This chest is utilized in a specific quest. The loot interact with, so when 


itself is not required to complete the quest. Such % 
quests may also be accessible when this quest NOU BeRG DOCS. IE z 
Quest Chest isn't active, but it's usually advisable to find them full, and you've become 8 
during a quest that takes you to this location, over-encumbered, you a 
Check the quest you are on to see ifthe location can sell off your haul as quickly as possible. Or, you can find aStash Chest(also 
is mentioned. marked) and keep your valuables if you're more of a hoarding type. é 
Some chests require a key to unlock. This may be ‘ 
) hidden somewhere, on the corpse ofa fallen fellow Crowns Money Ratt 
Treasure Hunts with clues to read, or in an area to loot. Check the. 200 
® (Hidden Treasure) | area where they key is shown carefully. A large 1 ny 
popars of these refer to named Treasure Hunt ar 
Juests (starting on page 550) t 
DUNGEONS Above Avorag® 
Itis well worth checking each map area for these two icons—which show | | it LHe UES 
the locations of dungeons within a realm—instead of stumbling into a 
G) | cavern witout the knowledge of the monsters that may Hie within. Ha GOOD HUNTING TO YOU! 
dungeon has an interior larger than a house, that map is also included Pe ae ‘ 
@ 80 you can see how big the dungeon is that you're about to explore. A This Atlas could best be described as “exhaustive.” There are locations of every 
Dungeon icon with a small green chest in the lower-right, indicates that an | Witcher Gear diagram and every Relic class item, but the pleasure of exploration 
important Scavenger Hunt chest is contained within the Dungeon itself. ‘and overcoming the obstacles needed to find certain chests has been left to you 
We have striven to show what types of monsters may be nearby, but we leave the 
NOTES FROM THE CARTOGRAPHER preparation up to you. if you're unsure about what monsters you might encounter 
‘and where, look around you, observe the area (always using your Witcher Senses) 
TYPES OF CHESTS and tur to this guide's Bestiary for advice on tackling any threats you spot. 
Chests of loot, for the most part, contain random items. However, some chests _ I's a pleasure to immerse yourself in the search for hidden treasure, and often 
have more valuable contents than others, described in the Legend. hunts of this kind provide a very palatable sense of the world, While we have 


given you the chest's location, we encourage you to obtain and read any lore that 
might hint toward the approximate location of the treasure. Keep your eyes open, 
however, for the power of observation alone is sometimes enough to learn the 
story behind a cache. 


Chests can also be discovered while swimming underwater, or peering down into 
the water while on a boat, or by using your Witcher Senses. 
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The territory of White Orchard was once part of Temeria, but the advancing Nilfgaardian armies crushed most of the resistance here. What was historically a bustling 
community of farms and fruit orchards now bears the deep scars of war. It is wise to thoroughly explore this area, completing as many quests as possible (and starting 
your first Scavenger Hunt for Viper School Gear) before moving on to Velen and Novigrad. 


[ aah 


‘& DESERTER TERRITORY: RAVAGED LANDS _ 


This area of White Orchard has been struck hardest by the recent fighting. Though the main battles have already been fought, the razing of hamlets indicates 
previous horrors occurred. Beware the pockets of deserters now acting more like common bandits. 


CAO BADGE Ca COT 


ae 


Perched upon 


Missing in Action 
Scavenger Hunt: Vi 
Points of interest 


LED bast camp: Amavet Fortress 


Chests 


€9 VILLAGE OF WHITE ORCHA 


‘White Orchard is one of the few villages to remain 
relatively unscathed during the Nilfgaardian conflict. 
Jtis recommended to purchase supplies (as well as 
Gwent cards) here before departing for Velen, and 
complete the Secondary Quests. Also note the Stash 
Chest inside the White Orchard Inn (where you can 
store items you want to Keep, but not carry). 


GER WOESONG BRIDGE 


1 white Orchard 


art ot Wit Orchare 


"HILLS AND LAKE REGION 


The southwestern hills offer opportunities for the 
deer hunter, but this was before the land ran red 
with Temerian blood. 


ABANDONED VILLAGE 


Quests 
HA 2 > Something Ends, Sometting Begins i) 9.278 


We 
EXD Abandoned vitage Won 4 » { D nwt Deverer Camp naar 


a.) GARRISON, BOG, COUNTRYSIDE AND VULPINE WOODS 


The Nilfgaardian Garrison at the northwestern tip of this 
territory is the largest concentration of troops in this 
realm. To the south is a small area of marsh, and an 
abandoned Sawmill close to Vulpine Woods. Before a 

| griffin was spotted, choice lumber was harvested here, 


ter Hag 


TWeasure (Wagon) Wolves, Warg 


® FIELDS OF WHITE ORCHARD AND CEMETERY 


‘An area of gently undulating land on and 
‘surrounding the flood plain, this was once a bucolic 
backdrop to White Orchard. Now this marks the 
place where a griffin must be slain. Don't forget to 
uncover scavenger hunt clues at the small cemetery 
chapel north of the Mill. 


Ertroasuro canbe ound rom two othe nary ease Hon 
GD Wit orcars cemetery 


Battebld Deserter Camp 


‘go Waaiths 
Nowth ofthe Mil sa small chapel serving the community fr Awa Ghouls 
centri, The recon war seem to have woke sees fhe 

Mt about here. Break open the chapel doors A) Soy Notes Weasure Hunt: Deserter Gold | p. $89 T) Ghouls 


EB) Scrawied Notes Treasure Hunt: Orty Funds | p. S83 5) _ Noonwraitn 


ae aa 


. ey IN VIZIMA 


f Ein var Meeniil the White Flame Dancing on the Graves of his Foes, and the most powerful man in the known world, resides in this grand palace, which is the 
| throne of the Nilfgaardian Kingdom; a vast and sweeping territory now enlarged by recent wars with the Redanians, 
[men a Eri + 


WHITE ORCHARD/ 
VIZIMA. 


1) Irperal Audience p.153 


17) _Nifgnardian Nobleman (Royal Palace in Vixima) —_p. 80% 


[s: [-—~“ 


623 


' WE VrLENINOIMAN Ss LAND) 


ta 


back to rebuild their tattered villages. Separated from Novigrad to the north by the Pontar river, travelers can expect to be turned back without proper documentation 
at the Border Post or entrance to Oxenfurt in Grayrocks. Elsewhere, there are a number of forlorn villages and strange woodland hideaways to explore. A local 
Jandowner known as the Bloody Baron holds sway over the northwest of this territory, while fewer explorers venture into the southern marshland where tales of 
Crones tempting children with treats hold more truth than myth. Even the Nilfgaardians haven't ventured farther north than their army camp close to Bald Mountain. 


HALVER ISLE 


GROW’'S PERCH 
__CROW,S 


Perhaps the most populated territory of Velen, and one that offers all of the agricultural benefits of the pasture land outside Novigrad, but with a more chaotic ruling 
elite and fewer trading opportunities for the serfs that toil in the fields and rivers. 


in this area; derelict towers are to be investigated 
with caution, since there are few peasants willing 
to venture this far out, Remember to visit Lomnruk, 
‘a smuggler's haven and rocky fort where copious 
treasures are hidden! 


| @mm LOANAUK 


| ‘The wilder and rockier pathways of this territory are 
| 
' 


Dungeons 


GD omc 


ABANDONED TOWER 


‘small hut constructed by a famous sculptor who, having garnered Legend has ta Deleaguered traveler once stood at this tower’ gates, 
tvetylautel possible for one of his trade, abandoned his Kav He begged for shelter fr the night, cluming he'd been injured, ut 

residence and moved here inorder to find inspiration in soltude and the baran living inside was atald the traveler was a spy ahd sent hin 
feflect an what to make ofthe rest of his fie. Ths was apparenty act 5 Lie did he hrow tha traveler was a powerful mage, who cast 


:To09 life, as the structure seems abandoned, save for strange Rows tu on the tower, fs hospitable owner, and all who dweiled with 
DDeneatn the property im. Soon thereater the Baron and al his valine died vn mysterious 
Circumstances. and te tower fll ino nin 


[" J CROW’S PERCH - CENTER 


{ The villages of Heatherton (decimated by a visit from 
the Wild Hunt), and Blackbough (where the Baron's 
men patrol) dominate this mainly forested part of 
Crow's Perch Territory. Further north, is the remote 
Wolven Glade, where rituals are still said to take 

| place, and wraiths summoned. 


EW HEATHERTON 


Th inhabitants of tha vilage were relieved when they learned the 
path of the marching avrwes had shied sighty and passed thew 
ie by Thane right he generals changed thew mind 


1) Coots 368 


of Interest 


T) Cyclops 


RR WOVEN GLADE 


Promsomeest unre rear a 


Fok GD beu Cove 


Orowee 


GD | Tre rena comage 


‘Along, tong ime ago, een this land was ruled by forest sons and 
‘anclent gods te living would come hore to pay het respects to the 


‘0nd n tho way ther holy tome commanded “Walk thew darkness, 

‘0m path of bldd, standing under bare aky, naked betore the gods 

‘ind th dengers” The pli of Blackbough 1s sad to sti 
‘uals tos wary By 


The Petar of Blacbough resides nts woodand conage, away ftom 
the rude utterances ofthe vilagers, who fake exception 10 is od A 
fhvedsinp with ht pet goat Pracess 


eira’s Magical Mideout Huson 


Alchemist Petar) Available Maney. Below Average 
Merchant (1 of 2) | Available Money: Poor 
Merchant (2 of 2) Avaable Money: Poor 


Tis vag takes its name from the unwanted limbs loggers used to 
tring here fo Bur, leaving stacks ot charred logs behind. The locals, 
however, preter the ol legend which holds that thes vilage was. 
founded by a prominent member af an ancient race of tree people 


Blacksmam (Amateur) Available Money: Below Average 


North ol te wilage 1 he pela eotane Tj Tha Asai Blackamih of Baskboueh Cha 
The Merchant of Backbough 9.201 
1) _APrincess in Oisress 9.160 
2) Last Ates 8.368 | EE) Ursin Stet Suora aster 3.591 
Wid at Heart a3 
tender of he Fat 9.388 
1) | Fats of Fury Velen 9.496 
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{9 CROW’S PERCH - SOUTHEAST 


This part of the territory bears the scars of war— 
the’ ruins of razed structures and the stench of death 
| are always present here. This |s a peninsula; smaller 
river tributaries to the north, east, and south provide 
some protection, but most of the peasantry has 
| retreated into the Baron's fortress. 


that this bridge 
anonymous Witcher 


‘Bloody Baron 


5) Deadly ¢ 


©) | Face Me if Yo 
gtway Robbery ». 368 


ua 
(MEI 
co 


‘One ofthe many structres In tho area which da 
‘onslaught of war 


LD formu 


i CROW’S PERCH - CROW’S PERCH FORTRESS 


‘The previous lord of this slightly dilapidated 
stronghold has fled south to Fyke Isle, and his 
vacated seat filled with the ample arse of Baron 
Phillip Strenger. He isn’t a common bandit, and the 
villages living beneath his castle are thankful for 

| any protection from advancing armies. Expect some 
| good trading and questing opportunities here. 
| 


‘Mier Veorad, ts provious 
wore approaching and led to Fyxe Ise, the 
Pru Stenger, Sony Baron, an 


(i's Room 9.189 
Family Matters p.159 
nly Baby p28 

| Master Armorers p. 369 

i for an Armorer 369 

u 515 

ai 48 

ries 496 


ED itn rouserstmnancod 9.580 


GLED Covtarice Lar 


VELEN 
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3) | Tader, Crow's Per p.801 
&) |The Quartermaster of Crow's Perch p.801 
5) | Fes Gna the Journeyman Amore ape 
_) Yoanna the Master Armorerof Crow's Perch _p. 801 
T) | The Bloody Baron, Pillip Stenger (Crow's Perch) p. 801 
1) | Wader, Crow's Perch Vitage p20 
2) | The Quartermaster of Crow's Perch p01 


Perhaps the least important of Velen’s territories, since 
it lies between larger masses of land, and has few 
structures aside from the Inn at the Crossroads, on the 
main road between Crow's Perch and Grayrocks, 


nake ths peninsula or sland a hgh i) slow 
in He. The largest structure here Isa size 
amin able to accommodate crowd of ta 


1) Harassing a Tot? 373 
H+ contract: Masing Brother 509 
H+ Fists ot Fury: voien p46 
Poi ite 

1) Contract: Missing Bro 5.509 

T) Bandits 

1) Rottiend, Devoure 


7) Bilge Hag 


Bilge Hag 


GD bons toi camp 


‘Alone trols attempting to erate some dalicious stow, but the broth 
‘ould une a tow moro Nekker parts 


Merchants and Repair 


‘CL | inten 


‘Available Money Below Average 


‘nokeep atthe Inn at the Crossroads .80 


nokeep atthe Inn at the Crossroads p.801 


Grin Bots (Enanced) p.580 
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Merchants and Repairs 


EFS Merchant (Anselm) ‘Avaliable Money. Average 


ana aaa Available Money 
Lorin Below Average 


Merchant (Quartermaster) Avatable Money. Average 


Avauable Money 
Above Average 


Armorer Journeyman 
Fergus Graem) 


6 
te) 
ELD emore aster (oar 


@GCD Woven sive swors nance) p. 598 


Available Money: Fach 


Technically an island with the Pontar River to the north and east, and the second city of Oxenfurt on its border, the strategic importance of this territory has resulted in 
bloody battles being fought here. Now the borders are patrolled by Redanian soldiers attempting to dissuade anyone from heading into Novigrad, either by curt verbal 
warnings or a crossbow to the back. 


a) GRAYROCKS - NORTH 


The shores of the Pontar are where two 
fortifications have been built, though one is 
significantly more impressive than the other, Pay 
special attention to Hindhold, as it is full of both 
monsters and a good number of quality treasure 
chests, To the west is the White Eagle Fort, where a 
troll patriot hopes to win favor with the Redanians. 


ER HINDHOLD 


Duets 
Scavenger nt 


CLD Harpies, ry 
CED Potind 


(GED VOTE EAGLE FORT 
CS rerrerae - 


(o GRAYROCKS - SOUTHEAST _ 


Before the conflicts, this part of Grayrocks was where the territory took its name—large-scale quarrying 


activities occurred, and quality stonecutter artisans carved rocks for the structures in both Oxenfurt and Caravan tack 
ommonplace, Points of Interest 


ED Frebursi narter Drowner 
Dungeons 


‘Avaitable Money. Bolow Average 


le Money’ Below Average 


ate Turn of Eves 


om FERRY STATION 
ge 


3) | Looters (yt 
Points of Interest 


ferry’ orm oamers were tamed for treating travelers who weee 
eo wal! for beter conditlons ta raucous and ufergetatle evenings 


Points of interest 


o~m ‘STONECUTTERS’ SETTLEMENT e 


hou, Alghow! 


tare home to 4 
=) Merchant 


Merchant ‘Available Money: Below Avera ot 22009 
CCalvet Watchtower 


| @ GRAYROCKS - WEST 


The horrors of war are most evident in this part of 
Grayrocks. The refugees crowd the Border Post at 
Halver Isle to the north, and the battlefields of the 
dead are now feeding grounds for necrophages. 
Atrocities like the Hanged Man's Tree show the 
Cruelty of man, corpses swinging from the large oak 
| tree on the main thorouighfare to Mulbrydale. 


Toe (known as Haver Island} stuck inthe ee 
Coronel place for lectin th Csr wee amo 
‘entrance, een and starving peasant a6 
as Redan forces rotuse entry into Novgrad 
tothe nonin 


[| Contract: Woodt 57 


Desert Loader, Desertrs Bas 
Merchants and Repair 
SD Merenant 
EF] Merchant (Shady Merchant) Available Money: Ze40 
EDD | Warten ac 
Chests 


SD inst 001 wore 


‘Available Money: Poor 


Avaiablo Money Poor 


QED MULBRVDALE 


‘One of the cles vilages i the regio, tows its name to a Certain 
Undereducated botanst who could not CeIn one hind of tre tom 
fanather, and £0 cad them a bere 


‘Armever Arateu Avalable Money Average 
= ‘Aemorer: Amateur (Rescued) _Avaiable Money Average 


7) The Armoret of Mufbryaale p80 


During the wat bth sides cammed ack of exon rety meant 
to beep the conquered populaces in chack 


+) Tha Nllgardian Connection 9.156 


ED besine armor (Superion 804 


GL) Gann mn 


cA) 
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South of Grayrocks, and deeper into Velen’s more remote territories, are the clusters of poor farming communities known as The Descent—where the Pontar flows to the 
east, and the porous border with Crookback Bog is attracting more creatures and bandits than the locals know what to do with. A Witcher could make a good living here. 


9 THE DESCENT - WEST 


Flanked by forest to the south, and a Pontar tributary to 
the north, this Is an area of impoverished hamlets, and 
| abandoned manor houses from a time before the war. 


mM LindeNvaLe 


Contract: Th Ms 
u Contact My 
HE 1 > Fists ot Fury. Velen 496 


Points of interest 


Hous of Re 


’ ‘UURTCH EB REARDON MANOR 


Gwent Players and Vendors 


©), Te Amateur Blacksmith of Underale 


C2) | The Merchant of indona 
im 


ELD Werewoit cave 


© 


(@ THE DESCENT - EAST 


The rambling hills and valleys of the eastern part 
of The Descent feature numerous downtrodden 

| peasants in need of assistance, as well as monster 
nests to destroy and caves to explore. 


EW MARAUDERS' BRIDGE 


‘Aer the Bate of Velen, marauders swarmed over this bridge in Dei 
rush 0 seavenge he Battal 


Points of Interest. 
T) | Desertors, Bandits 


Tiogsura Hut: Out of he 


‘A> Crumpled Notes tase Hun utc 


». 556 


ED | Later m FTOM the World 


@ER GROTTO 


9.85 


‘8 dark and hostile place wich creaks fom tne to time with 
‘unsettling, throaty noes 


Points of interest 5 CLD esi ot Ration: Wet 
| Wyvern, Royal Yen 
Wve, yal yer acy 


VELEN 


ED Pine vootscénnancea) p.587 


Scratched Key 


Dungeons 
GD West 


ELD Wrens ti 


(North Entrance 


th Entrance) %e 


TODERAS 


This small vitage owes its name 


The Old Sage of Benek p. 802 


‘A vilage founded by King Grin of Temeri, the husband of Carissa ot 
Toussaint. The King had planned to tur Toderas into a large. busting Wiper Venomaus Si 


university city, 2 srt of femertan aterative to Oxeefut but, as any ners, 6 
Wail can quicly atest, Ws efforts failed ute 


‘Dragonsroot Cave 


5) | Looters iy” ,380 


Points of interest 
2) rut Peasants 
5) | Nekker Warrior, Nekkars 


TD) Nekker Warr, Nekkars mA) 
Z) | Nekwers 


EZ) | Feline Steet Sword (Enhanced) 9.87 
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Wyver's Eye Dung 


THE Mint 


Most of the western coast of Velen is encompassed by this territory, with its largest settlement (Midcopse) where the fighting forgot. But now famine and pestilence 
has arrived. The sorceress Keira Metz is said to live in a cottage close by. Expect more danger the further away from the villages you travel 


PR HANGMAN’S ALLEY (mR REFUGEES’ CAMP 


erest 
Contract: Jenny 0” The Woods 507 


ex 
ED wawr tog — 


Secondary Quest: Wid at Heat pare 


Keira Met's Cottage 


‘small community have erected 2 targe, winged 
3 people turing to Old gods and ancient cuts i tis 


08s Dans 
jon to the 


Lynch Mob p.38t 


Points of Interest 


LL Aenenndes (unmarked Banat Came) 


ED denertors 


Pirates 


$A) | Watee-Dom Treasure Hut 


EBD Soyer Notes 


Vilage fk talk of a witch living here: rota dangerous warty crone, 
but rather a comely sorceress tha helps the oeasantty with thoi 
‘Crops and lamed Ivestock 
FOREST NUT 
Z) Amorer (Amateur) Avaliable Money’ Bolow Avorage 


=) Me 


ant Avaliable Money: Below Average 


Merchant (Keita Metz) Avalable Money: Zoro 


C1 Tre Anateur Armerer of Miacopse 9.002 
CLE) Te Merchant ot acopse ». 802 
CLD | a0 me card Prodigy conse) ». toe 
CHT) Toe Morena of macopse 002 


GER conone 


" Available Money: Below Average 
Though his ends advied aganat bung a house the mde of 
woods, Hara retuned to laton and Od thongs Ns way Whan fhe 
out ania waste Tots op. Varad es ay ved 
chad by tn toubles OY wider word-ail one 
GD deserters 


Deserts 


‘urbe 


Deserters, Desetey Lease 


Endrega Worker 


ER mincoPse 
—_ wr: 


This village nas Deen completely and utterly destroyed. Rumors clin 
It inhatitants perished in gruesome massacre 


VELEN 


‘Once the fal youth would come hereto revel 
‘Now inhabitants of nearby vilages aves 
‘ay and right in soarch of anything tat can be exchanged for food 


Points of interest 
G1 evertor and Bandit Hore Wnmarkad Band Cam) 
ED Noonan 


GC sans non | ern at st 


rates 


Paates, Pate Leader (Ruined Fort) 


GD doveres 


‘A ypleal arming seftiment tat te wort of he fighting has lt lca 
tnocned-Dut wi fame POW gt Se 


perseepe OD «a 


Merchant 
Mocchart ‘Available Money. Below Average 


“2L_D_) Compleat | ese An Aaa nore S88 


1) Contract: Jenny 0° the Woods B S07 @ETED Woiven Steet Sword (Mastoreratted) 008, 
ELD. iin steet sword ntvnncoo) p.580 


a 
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__ THE MIRE 


This aptly-named area of wetlands and hills circles the central Lake Wyndemir, and this is where the locals are more apt to believe in the old ways. Banditry is 
commonplace here, as well as signs of conflict, as the Nilfgaard incursion into the village of Oreton proves. 


@ THE MIRE - FYKEISLE 


A remote and dangerous tower in the middle of Lake 
Wyndemyr, this was home to Lord Vserad, who fled 
here with his family from the fortified settlement of 
Crow's Perch as the war broke out. It seems it might 
have been wise for the Lord to remain up north. 


Dungt 
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With the lake to the south, this section of The Mire offers a speckling of villages—mostly abandoned or impoverished shells compared to the past. The ruined Wastrel 
Manor is worth exploring, as is the eastern Bandits’ Camp, and the horded treasure found within this smaller island. 


Ew WASTREL MANOR 


4: The Beast of Honovton 


1. The Mystery ofthe Byway Murdors 


Below Average 


Gwent Piayers and Vonde 
Ox Merchant of Claywich 
ETD | The Merchant of Caywicn 


ruth (Amateur) Ava 


beautiful manor novso loca 
CLE) _ The Boatwright of Oreton 


i A Grwedy God 
Dungoons 


GED | Hours arin | 


CLAYWICH 


ce peacetulfshe tement now stands alos 
ely empty. Road ometioes ind 


‘Ga DUEN HEN This sliver of land that wraps around the southern extremes of the territory offers an excellent walking path, 
and would be quite idyllic were it not for the outbreaks of plague that are ravaging this region, Respect the old 
ways of the locals, and you may find a few friends here. Be sure to visit the Elven Catacombs with Keira Metz. 


Points of Interest 


© deserters 
1D Wrarhs 

ELD Vide pms 

Morchants and Repair 

EE) Merchant Available Money: Below Average 

ES aaa 

ED wroveight siver Sword co Bement, Gargoyle 
Woiven Armor (Mastercraft) 9.602 


Ga FrISCHLOW 


‘religious site whe the old gods are worshipped 


Defender ofthe Faith (th 


1) | Maraoders Hotes Quest The Dea 9.589 | @ 
—— Magic Lamp 0.167 . 
F ‘Quest: Don't Pay Wi) > cy 
Unent Letter Pad 2.5 Wandering inthe Dark 


Abandoned ick 
GYD sven catscomes 


{Uke many other setioments inthe area, this one has suffered greatly 
‘0n account of the war, inhabitants Rave abandoned thai property 
and evacuated lands in which they once dwellod in elie peaco, 


Points of Interest 
€ ‘ard 
Noomwaith, Wraith 


) | Gargoyle 


ED rita cavers cEmnancoey 
GED OLENA'S GROVE 


Lungends claim that a beautful moh named Olona once lived in his 
Grove. She fll in fove with a young hunter and the man bwore to be 
{rue fo the nymph, but ater betrayed hr. She decided to punish tim 
by casting a spell on his spit, which wanders the grave to Ui day 


Points of interest 


2) cron Wari Ensron Worker 
Drown Drowned Dead 
Z)Aetou 
Merchants and Repair 
GD Herat Are Mon. Ange 
[ga ee ee 
ee ©D ersine ver swore estrcrateg) 9.59 


I 


Stretching west to east from Crow's Perch to the Pontar, this scrub and marsh land is home to a variety of disgusting creatures; bandits preying in the northern woods, 
¢ drowners and warty hags languishing in the fetid bogland, and the crones of the bog too. To see the might of the Nilfgaard, visit their army camp to the east. 


THE MIRE 


BALD MOUNTAIN 


nto sud Martin's a 


CED Water Hag 


ton the orders of Baron t a 


ee ater King Fates Take the Kimbolt Way (the main road across this territory) and discover the war might of the Nifgaard army, 
who are camped on the slightly higher ground to the southeast of this inhospitable mire. 


(GED WLFCAAROAN ARMY GROUP CENTER CAMP 


& ‘Contract: Patrol Gone Missing 9.818 


EW HOUSE OF RESPITE - “ ; 


Avan ¥: Below Average 
Avalable Maney: Average 


Merchant (Quartermaster 
Tavar Eggebrach) 


Gwent Players and Vendors 


C1 Osartmmaster Egpebracht of te Nalgaardian Army |p, 802 


Orphaned and unwanted children trom ne 
the head and bow! of warm food here To begin 


eof the Wood 9.16 


amp Thing 


Pow Ends, Something & 
Scavenger Hunt: Gaifin School Gear t _ 9 


Dendy Croasing i" 


Points of Interest 


BALDJMOUNTAIN 


This least hospitable, and most difficult of Velen's territories to reach, there Is little that could be termed “civilization” here. If you're after a challenge and wish fo 
spend your time hunting and slaying, there's no better place to get away from it al, than here. 


The Whispering Hillock 


of Interest 
ra th Ee 


om 


es ints of Interest 
7 viyvern 


RB CROSSROADS 
inhabitants of 7. , 


Points of Interest 3 ont 
= a 


Bige Hag 


> | Diagram: Longelaw 


The Free City of Novigrad dominates the northern parts of this land, segmented from the impoverished Velen by the mighty Pontar river. Aside from the internal 
struggles for power within the walls of Novigrad city and the university town of Oxenfurt, the way of life here is much more pleasant, bordering on bucolic in parts. 


Behold the Free City of Novigrad! It is the center of commerce for the region, and a vast and sprawling place with markedly-different areas, known as districts. 
Once part of Redania, Novigrad now has the status of a free city. It is the world’s largest city and, without a doubt, the richest as well. Cradle of the cult of the 
Eternal Fire, it is now home to the church of the same name. It is ruled officially by the head of the church, referred to as the hierarch, though its underworld crime 


bosses also have a great deal of say in matters. 
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{o THE BITS 


| The most impoverished district of Novigrad, home 
to urchins, pickpockets, and the other downtrodden, 

| Builton marshland, some of the dwellings have a 
distinct lean on them. Explore this maze of narrow 
alleyways at your peri. 
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‘Another of Novgrad's Infamous watering notes, attracting a distinct " r3 
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The ruling families and other well-to-do folks walk the 
‘streets of this rich district, ignoring all but the smell 

f the Bits district, to the south. Even the district's 
brothel (the Passiflora) is of a distinctly higher class. 
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‘Where the hgtalutin folk go fora proper wash and a rater, this 
large batmouse is run by one-time spy and now Big Four crime 
Sigismund Dixstra. MW aso an entrance to Nowigrad's sewer system 
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{o TEMPLE ISLE 


‘Dominated by the Order of the Etemal Fire, who rule 
from the highest tower on this promontory, Temple 
{sland is home to the city planners, rulers, and religious 
leaders currently throwing this city into turmoil, 
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_@ SILVERTON AND NORTH HARBORSIDE 


Silverton District offers the traveler wonderful 
views of the wharfs along the northern side of the 
‘main island, along with docks to explore near the 
notorious tavern, the Golden Sturgeon. 
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“W HARBORSIDE AND GLORY LANE 


Workers offload a variety of cargo ships from the dockside district, which is dominated by warehouses of varying sizes. To the east is Glory Lane, where the dock 
workers go to relax. The thieves’ den known as Putrid Grove is part of Glory Lane, along with the Lacehalls area; where the strumpets stroll 


‘den of drt and depravity and the shadiest part of Novigrad After 
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The dockside district has a small secondary area known as 
Lacehalls,” which centers on ts cut-pice knockin 
even the most impoverished citizen can entertain theme 
pleasures ofthe fesh 
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24) Message from an OMt Friend 388 

HES Gwent 014 Pais . 484 


Francis Bestam, one ofthe Big Four crime Bosses of Novgrad. olds 
area of town, known coloqualy a8 “Laces” due Yo 
ots ply Mew rade on the ereetshereabouts 
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Now, more than ever, the shanty town of Farcomers is home to a number of non-humans and hiding mages. The former are barely tolerated by King Radovid and the 
Eternal Fire that act in his name. 
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‘ Ths gate was erected with funds from the Redarean royal 
“This gate is named in honor af Novgrad's own son the Hierarch of Wo, wanting to earn favor win Novigrad merchants and th Wrarch 
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the Eternal Fre Supposedly his name was given to st upon popular Sedicated a signiicant amount of conto is constuct 

‘request, Though no one can be found who remembers requesting any 3s some no-less-valuabie (wolmanpower in the form ofthe master 

such thing, ‘tchitect Countess Anna Yaye-Piekowtz and her skiled crew. 
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DLC 


__GRASSY KNOLL 


To the south of Novigrad are the rolling hills of Grassy Knoll, one of the most prosperous territories in the Northern Realms. The peasantry (though downtrodden) have 
been spared much of the horrors of war. Now this fertile pasture serves to grow many of the crops shipped across the lands. 


QOD> 


HOTSCH: 


@ GRASSY KNOLL - WEST 


Dominated by the forests in the northern part of 
this area, as well as the lighthouse erected to 
mourn the death of King Radovid's uncle, this area 
offers a couple of islands to explore, one of which 
\s said to contain a wrecked ship with Witcher gear 
‘somewhere aboard. 


{@ GRASSY KNOLL - CENTER 


| This area of Grassy Knoll borders the Pontar River 
‘to the south (and the vast territory of Velen beyond), 
| and is made up mainly of farmland, old and 
crumbling fortifications, and an area of old-growth 
trees close to the Pontar River; woodland where the 
| largest monster threats are said to reside. 
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{@ GRASSY KNOLL - EAST 
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Aside from the delightfully-named tavern on the lake, the eastern parts of Grassy Knoll offer more rolling hills, 
and the first evidence of the unshakeable rule of the Eternal Fire. 
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GUSTFIELDS 


The expansive territory to the north and east of Novigrad and Oxenfurt is home to numerous farmsteads, hamlets, and more impressive manor houses. These were 
usually built using the proceeds from agricultural gain, as this territory offers excellent potential for farming. There are other, more hidden areas to explore as well 


x @ WS GUSTFIELDs - FAR NORTH 


The northern sliver of land skirts the shore of Novigrad beach, before undulating foothills appear. Farther from the relative safety of the big city, many of the farms 
have fallen into ruin, as encroaching monsters, rampaging Fallen Knights, and the mischevious Wild Ones all tearing into this chaotic territory. 
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The numerous fields and gently roiling hills provide many wonderful vistas, as well as strange and possibly violent altercations with the locals, who are especially 


fearful that their idyll may be ripped and razed like so much of Velen. 
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The wealth of agriculture in this “garden of Novigrad” is further proven due to the Vegelbud family’s ostentatious holdings, as well as the Honeyfill Meadworks, whose 
haifling owners are respected members of the community, a shock to many nonhumans visiting these parts for the first time, 
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Further afield, Gustfields becomes a more bucolic existence for the farmers, peasantry, and landowners. That is, until the recent influx of fighting, the abandoning of 


656 the Von Everec Manor to ruin, and the encroachment of Fallen Knights and a variety of revolting monsters. 
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‘WW custrievos-EAsT : 
| Along the eastern edge of Gustfields, there are more secretive camps, villages with secrets most despicable, 


and the haunted forest whispered by locals with the name Deadwight Wood. However, peasants still favor the 
jumber from this area, despite frightening folklore dissuading the fearful from exploring these parts. 
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| The farther south you wanter in this territory, the 
more evidence of war and displacement occurs. 

| Temerians are hiding in the gorges dotting this area, 

and the recent discoveries at the elven ruins of Est 

Tayiar make this an area well worth exploring, 
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Home toa hafing herbalist wh Is 3 passionate devotee of innovative 
gardening methods and experimental herbal medicine. 
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_ @ OXENFURT 


‘Tha University city of Oxenfurt is now in a state of lock-down and slight desperation as King Radovid’s main forces now occupy the Second City of Novigrad. 
In fact, Radovid's own galleon is moored at the docks on the Pontar. Aside from the Redanian soldiers, merchants are still allowed to ply their (non-magical) trades. 
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Far to the West of the Continent is the Skellige archipelago, a cluster of islands and smaller rock outcrops inhabited by a number of warlord clans. In the wake of the 
death of King Bran, the ruling clan are the An Craites, who inhabit the fortress of Kaer Trolde in northwest Ard Skellig. Their main rivals are the Drummonds, led by 
“Madman” Lugos, who dwells in the southern part of the main island. 


Surrounding Ard Skellig are smaller islands, each inhabited by other, outer clans. Clan Brokvar live on Spikeroog to the northeast. Clan Tuirseach stake claim to An 
Skellig to the northeast. Clan Heymaey make their home on Hindarsfjall to the west. The least civilized of the lot, Clan Dimun, have settled on the southeast istand 
called Faroe, No one clan holds claim to Undvik, since a mighty ice giant has unleashed its wrath across this place. 
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The largest of the islands of Skellige, Ard Skellig holds the seat of power of all the clans; Jarls from across this realm visit Kaer Trolde to talk of trade, solve quarrels, 
and even speak of invasion. Currently, there is a simmering animosity between the An Craites of Kaer Trolde, and the Drummond clan of Kaer Muire to the south, and 
tempered leader, Jarl *Madman” Lugos. 
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474 boot here while watching for dangers. 


‘A small island with a single windswept village of note, the islanders of An Skellig are nevertheless very proud of their rock. Not least because of the Trials open to 
any man or woman ready to scale the dizzying heights of Yngvar's Fang and plunge into the depths of the Wet Belly Cave below. Currently the islanders are also 
experiencing something more than a little bizarre—a tower appearing from nowhere, bringing with it some inclement weather and strange occurrences, ais 


} i¢@ AN SKELLIG 


— 


| 


| ena pak wa aed ate be mya er wich 2 ay 
| Cece 


1) | Scavenger Hunt: Bear School Gear 


oan of Inter 


GD | Fort Tirseach 


4 
E 
3 
& 


Points of Interest 


| wrneep Avatable Mooi: Below Average ED) reroncignt Siver Sword 


The lankeep of Urata Mart 


This isthe start ofthe mounta 
Dice and gory of An Shai, 


GD inporsibe Tower 


‘On account oftheir mastery ofthe craft and paiastaking attention 
‘etal, the shipwrights working inthis Rarbor aro considered the be 
Inthe isles 


1) | The Tower Outta Nowneros 9429 
The Path of Warriors p.a27 

wee generations ago this bay was a popular meet 

H+ | Fats ot Fury: Sketige 9.498 local youth Ten one right & tebe storm Broke ou 

pounded into the beach, swallowing up several mer 


Eragoing them out toa watery grave 


Volcanic activity was rife in the past, and the results 
in part are these tiny protrusions from the ocean 
floor. As with many other uninhabited parts of this 
fealm, buried treasure can be found for those with 
‘enough patience and guile, 


| 


| (@2D sm 


Bandit Campfire 


{9 AN SKELLIG - SOUTHEAST ISLANDS 
| 


Bear 


675 
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These form a scattering of volcanic islands 
stretching between Spikeroog to the west, and An 
‘Skellig to the east. Aside from the complement of 
buried loot usually hauled here and forgotten about 
ver the centuries, these islands strictly belong to 
‘An Skellig, though any islander is free to visit these 
spits of sand with impunity. 
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Though small and featuring but two settlements, the island of Faroe shares claim to being the least hospitable of all, thanks to the active slave trade in the village of 
Trottheim to the west. Fierce warriors inhabit this landscape, including the finest swordswoman of Skellige. Don't forget to visit the shrines to Hemdall, too. 
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grown and tumbledown Freya's Garden, where priestesses still seek an audience with the goddess, as these tumultuous times drive the islanders back into 
the arms of myth and legend, dominates this area. To the north is the strangely-shaped Ingdalen Isle, which appears to have suffered a strange (and possibly magical) 
explosion, cutting a perfect circle out of the shoreline. 
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The south of this island has three villages of note, with Lofoten offering a hot springs that the locals enjoy after a hard day ship-building, fishing, or eking out their 


otherwise meager existence. The Jar! himself can be found in his longhouse, in the village of Larvik. 
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Lying to the northwest on a map of Skellige, Spikeroog is a reasonably remote place, though the locals are mostly cheerful. The same cannot be said of the jar!, who 
has taken to staying within his longhouse in the village of Svorlag; plagued with self-doubt and other troublesome conniptions. Be sure to visit the village of Hov; it has 
an arena to die for. 
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The second-largest island of Skellige, Undvik is now the least habitable thanks to the arrival and wrath of a terrible Ice Giant. The clan Tordarroch is now decimated 
and most survivors from the Tordarroch clan live on Ard Skellig under the protection of Crach an Craite. Those who stayed behind are most likely dead. 
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The scattering of islands north of the main land- 
mass of Undvik is dominated by the elven tower of 
Tor Gvaich’ca. Of special note is the island where 
Avallac’h the elf has his secret laboratory; an area 
that cannot be accessed until the time is right. 
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The more mountainous areas of Undvik can vex 
even the most able hiker, as it seems far better to 
stay on the paths as one navigates the dangers 
present here, Those with a strong pair of swimming 
arms or a sturdy boat would also do well to visit 
the three islands south of here, for plunder and 
adventures await! 
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This section of the Atlas explores strange and otherworldly areas that you may only visit once, usually as part of the main quest. The following locations are shown, 
as they have some additional chests and other areas of interest. 


m (BOR IMIGIS 


An'island fost to almost every seafarer. Perpetually shrouded in foggy gloom, this location is visited only once, during Main Quest: The Isle of Mists (page 245). 
Itfeatures a variety of treacherous rocks to navigate through in order to reach the main island, and equally frightening monsters such as sirens, bilge hags, harpies, 
and fiends, once you get there. 
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Completely hidden from all until only very recently, the home of the Witchers is a fortification known as Kaer Morhen, meaning "Keep of the Sea of Yore.” Years ago the 
keep was destroyed and its inhabitants murdered during a massive pogrom. Currenly only a handful of Witchers winter here before setting out again on the Path. You 
are wise to complete any Secondary Quests here during Main Quest: Ugly Baby. 
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‘A dozen years ago a hermit lived here who brewed excellent mead, The Witchers would visit him from time to 
time and chat about far-off lands. Now this hut is in ruins. Expect drowners close to the water's edge, and a 
very old troll in a small cave to the northeast, along the take shore. 
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The Keep of the Sea of Yore, home to the Witchers 
of the Wolf School, has been improved since its 

| destruction and, although its battlements have many 
holes in them, it is still a supremely defensible place. 
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the terrible ordeals the young warriors went through 
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This lakeside watchtower was once the pride of the 
Wolf School Witchers, yet today lies in ruins, The 
‘only sound is the wind whistling past its stones. 
Across from the watchtower is Old Speartip's Cave, 
where a mighty hooded cyclops is said to live. Above 
the cave, on the mountainside where rock trolls 
foam, is the Circle of Elements, used during Main 
Quest: The Final Trial. 
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THE DUCHY OF TOUSSAINT 


east of the Northern Realms is the small Duchy of Toussaint, an important trading hub within the vast Nilfgaardian Empire. Extinct volcanoes dot the sprawling 
Sansretour floodplains, and the rich soil allows some of the finest wines across the known world to be grown. The palace in the duchy's capital, Beauclair, is the seat 
of the Duchess Anna Henrietta herself, who is well-loved by her population. Shunning an army (as the Nilfgaardians provide support during the more severe armed 
Conflicts), Toussaint has a history of chivalry, orderly rule, and proud traditions (which some uncouth folk view as bordering on the pompous). The Knights Errant of the 
different noble families guard this reaim, and their combat prowess is as formidable as their knowledge of grapes. 
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‘Arguably the most expansive and well-populated territory outside of Beauclair, the rich soils of the Vedette Valley (to the north) and the Sansretour Valley (to the 
beckon to travellers. For many, this is their first glimpse of the bucolic rolling hills, glistening river waters, and grand limestone spires of Beauclair Palace to the south. For 
some, they may never want to leave, as they become caught up in the romanticism of reinvigorating an old winery. 


The far northern part of Toussaint is covered predominantly by lowland scrub, woodland, and a few fissures from the Duchy’s volcanic past. The large elven temple, 
known as the Arthach Palace Ruins, has recently been taken over by a Hanse of unruly bandits. Add to this a great “white beast” prowling the countryside, and one 


should take care in exploring this area, 
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is valor and dedication on te field of Bat 


Points of interest 


G bancns 


| Bandit camp Bandits 


Merchants and Repairs 
CED onkown 


Ship Captain's 
og, Key 


‘Quost: What Was This 
About Again? 


Quest What Was This 
About Again? 


@ EAST SANSRETOUR VALLEY 


Evory self-respecting merchant doos some business i the capt of 
Toussaint - gong to hear tne latest gossip trom the gamed Bales of 
‘Beaucalr in San Sebastian, or strong down to the Port to eee the 
‘docksmen have “ost Darel of two, But uly Important business 
{s condueted nat nthe ey, but at ts modest merchant's camp, an 
‘ulpost far from the wine: and song-faden atmosphere of Beaucia’s 
tlgmal celebrations. 


[ED Mutual oF Beavtirs wis Kngoom 9.596 


[ECD | Wea Wars Te Deus nthe Machina hae 


GD | banat camp 
6 


Panther 
Avchespoces 


rr 


Venin Rocks 


Te rocky Hloodplain to the east ofthe great Sansretour River, you are 
afforded views southward, al Ye way to He ety of Beaucla set 


Posters dotted around Toussaint waring of "The Great White Teror 
seem (0 indica 8 strange Kpacimen of Graconia i nesting in tesa 
tow fot 


GD. Pittapate River Crossing 


‘Named for tha sound one’s feet make when manuevering through tis 
shallow water and muddy river bank, the bake here has had trot 
incursions in vecent times, 


Pe 


‘and Gauntiets 


“E) hattr to Coumo 
S Gye Ky to Lockbox 


its of Brume 
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Vedette Gorge 


vedette Gos 


88 
Se 
ee 
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ung the reign of Duchess Caroberta, ths bridge wa 
ate rate between vineyards on oppo banks of the Sansetout 
‘as named after apm qut papular n Toussaint at Ne Bw, certain 
pie Of he Prophet Lebinga who on tis very spot performed jn of 
many races Vaversng th eed wou geting his Tet wet 


4 Wine Wars: Bekgaard (Part 1), Wine Wars " 
(E> Coranata, wine Wars: Vermin 480 
The Great Beauelair Gwent Tournament pant 


| 

| 

“i 

A Contract for Witcher/Wutchers: Big Feet 10 Fil. 487 


GED veinnio Vineyora 
ae 


i 


Vineyard ofthe five windmills the soi in these parts isa sandy lam, 
and perfect for growing grapes. However, recent volant attacks Nave 
The winery workers on edge 


E> Mercnant Ailale Money Average 


& 


Trader ‘Avaliable Money: Below Avearge 


Points of Intere: 
GD Aivecaime 


Untieshed Report 


$B) Treasure Hunt chest 


Tho tine’ founder, Stefan de Coronata, once asked asus to hep Nim 
bed of tho cater oovouring fs vines. The ded sugpested Ne 
‘aise arts, which vst feed on tha isc’ larvae. Sttan duty : 
{oe Gres udice ore son erates te plague oot cay fs grass fis ere ts smal wine-qrowing enterprise us west of ha 
‘own vineyard, Out mal the neighboring ones as wet In return or tis Dulcinea Wind 
trourteoun deed, he was awarded arable tie He chose & bie wot to Vintner's Contract ivecalme 
tom hs cro after Gotng he wood le fooh paraieg stat wan GD | Vintner's Contract: ivecak 


"Named forthe slow-moving rive to the east, nestled wn te rolling 


7.598 


(5) | Wine Merchant Aviabe Money: Average 
Wine Wars: Conta 
Forest Hero) 


CED cheaper 


BD | Fovest Herbarium 


Archespore 


Lady Ducinea was a noblewoman at Duchess Carobertas court 
According to legend, whenever she appeared to Oues. Knights would 
Ciel tor her favor and nablewomen woud tin out of jeslousy Yet 


father than accepting the advances of one of her genera autrs 
Lady Dutcinea,tred ofthe pomp ofthe ducal court, agreed 1 the 
Droposal of a simple miter and abandoned te palace to wel with hin 
is mi Word 1, she ved Dre happy ever ater 


ED Tre Beast o Toussaint 


The Coronata Vinayard's herbarium was the envy ofthe other grape 
producers, unt Is wooded site was invaded by Archespores 


C] WEST SANSRETOUR VALLEY 


‘During the reign of Duchess Carcberta, Toussaint was visited 
certain disciple ofthe Prophet Lebiods named Plognund. Hes words and 
‘doeds—wiv included miracies—were so persuasive, s00n nearly the 
‘entre duchy had converte to the ne faith, They crowned this ouburst 
Of religiosity with he construction ofa tele dedicated to the progr 
tut that was not enough for Plegmund. He convinced the duchess to 
{wild a stat of Lebloda - the kes of which the word has never seen 


[Lz | ThaWors ofthe Propet Are Write 


tn sucophagh 
Gg 


Miner's Camp 


‘smal camp on te outskirts of Fox Hollow, tis ow abandoned, 
Gen over to mare manstrous hosts 


GED | coopers cotage 


‘Once a cooper Kept watch over the Vermentina grapes inthis 
"Now the cottage i home toa pack of vicious Rottiends. 


The Great Beggar's Journal (Quest lem) 


ED) Drm Mane owner Seavert no, |p. 611 
Began: Marte Boos eavrger tun. 
‘usin oes "Oust on Toke 
5 Mainaertstes Gandy Fama” ast 
itsuntone! te | Samper 
E) Tease tune chest | uRBECuBeE |g gr 


Dungeons 


CVD Tease cove 


GED | Poandones Tempe 


CConmolssours claim the best wines of Metina or Aba do nt hold a 
Candle to wven the mast mediocre labels from the Sansretour Vey 
‘Among the cous larger and smal loca vineyards found Nee, 

{Castel Ravello the most renowmed—and fr ood reason. From is 
slopes come Pomino,Ferano,Erveluce and Est Est, he wine reals 
Uncontested kings 


Te Great Beauctar Gwont Tournament 9.491 
2) Contract for Witcheritchers: Caravan Escort. 457 
Needed: Mastor Magicker! p.4a7 


‘Avaliable Money: Below Average 
‘Avaliable Money: Rich 


GD Herast 
XD Amoror 


£) Herbalist 


‘Alara Cararvona’s _ Quest: Curse of 
Journal, Key Camarvona 


The SansretourValey isthe center of world wine producto. ts oo this 
valley's vine-covered slopes that one can find Castel Ravel, Cornata 
land Vermentin «te estates of famous winemaking famibes which 
fave for centuries have been the envy of every oer vintne: 


TTT Wine Wars: The Deus in the Machina 
TTS) Possible Quest Start) abe 
3) | Archespores 


Giant Centipede 


CORVO BIANCO VINEYARD 
7+ 


Constructed on elven ruins, Corvo Bianco—known as Gey Cerbin 
in the Elder Speech—te one of the oldest vineyards in the duchy and 
producer of startlingly unique wine, Sepremento. Sadly, the rakish 
Fest of one of ts comers, the last member ofthe Bolus Hine, drove 
the possession into ruin The next owner, Baron Rossel ied 1 return 
the vineyard ols former glory, but to aval. Corvo Blanco was 
‘then auctioned off and eventually passed under the contol of tho 
Oucal Treasury. 


TLE) The Hunger Game past 
TD | Wo Pace Like Home e440 
2) _ Barnabas-Basl Foulty p.810 


Traktion is sacred in Toussaint. This flr duchy has a great many 
traditions, perhaps the most hallowed of which are the spectacular 
tightly tourneys held during nearly every important local festival 
‘These evens have earned fama and respect nat ony in all of Wigan, 
‘tin the North 3s well Thus knights jouray from almost erally tho 
‘entire word to enter the Kits and gain glory testing ther mettle agalnst 
‘eachother and best of Toussaint chivalry 


| Merchants and Repars | 
EID Amorer ‘ailable Money: Rich 

GED Bios | Avaliable Money Rich 

CLD towhven ‘raat Money: Average 

GD barter Aaabie Mey. Zero 


Blacksmith p.810 
TD) | Armover p.810 
5) tnnheeo 9.810 
©) | Barber 9.610 
1) Paimerin 9.810 


~) \paw/ DUN TYNNE, MEREVAUBREBIS, AND THE CHAMP-DESOLES 


‘The sprawling eastern territory of Toussaint is split into three smaller provinces, each with a rich history, but with lands less suitable for grape production. The ground here 
is somewhat steeper, the pastures less green, and the beasts encountered a lot less forgiving. 
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{v DUN TYNNE 
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The walled castle perched atop the hill is the main 
landmark of this province, and the various traveler 
markers bear its name. Aside from the spectacular 
views, there are a number of craggy outcrops to 
‘explore, and a small wooded area to the far north 
where odd hauntings are supposedly occurring. 


| MID OUNTYNNE CROSSROADS 


‘Dea traveler, you have entered the tertory of Oun Tyne, ands 
‘longing tothe nobly-born Sir Roderick you wish 1o pay Nim a ws 
‘walk westward fom here and you shall surly happen on is caste 
Mowever, you seek a route to Ue Ptapafe river crossing, you should 
make yOu way north, 


HE {> Contract: Equine Phantoms p40 


Points of Int 
ED Gunced 


ED Wines contact 
Dun Tyne Hilsie 


Ploastn’s Hermitage 


sure Bruxa 


Giant Centipede. 547 


F- 


‘An idyll cottage by the rivera 
‘cursed by an Umbra. The fagelant Pinas waits here, hoping for an 
‘ond to her torment 


ED | dive cove 


earthen storage cave, now 


‘Av old grove of ollve tres, and the last known locaton ot Sir 
Chvistopho Dugary. Beware the hooded woman who lurks hero 


‘Available Money: Below Average 


© Beat Seared Day (vest ter, 


Dungeons 
EXD | Dru ut 


al 


XD | dun tyone Wine Cetar 
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Tas castle iste to the dark legend of Watharus the Bury, the dashing 
sight who wed the beautfl Nazir princess Hitgunt Waltharius Hen 
tmbarned ona lend campaign and returned to Tid 1s wien carnal 
Tolatons with his relative, upon wich Ne few into arage and murdered fi 
them Doth. The moral of te tale Is Nek o be that nating good ever 

comes from Nazar, and that when on fas a young wi, one should 

Stuy at home instead of gavanting about on ampaigns 


Gi Workers 


The slopes of Dun Tyne lng lay barren, Potential entrepreneurs wore 
scared of by the bloody legend of Watharus the Bury and since the 
2rea had never produced wines worthy of historical mention anyways, 
they had ite incentive to conquer this fear. The estate's most recent 
‘owner, however - a nobleman named Roderick - decided to plant vines 


slang the slopes stretching from the Blessure and Sansretour valleys 
tp to the Keep. AS a precaution, he also planted olive groves, a much 
sure investment 


2 | Kikimore Workers 


695 


696 


@ MARE AUBREBIS 
Along the northern pathways of this small province 
are the remains of an old elven watchtower, known 
locally as the Danamebi Temple. Just south is a small 
body of water — The Lake of Cleansing — though 

| the only healing properties from this oversized pond 
come from the potions you swig after dealing with the 
undesireables looting the place. 


(ED BASANE FARM 
= ened 


ait Camp anaits 
Wolves, Warg, Werewolf 
Forktal 


Oanameds Temple Run 


) The Lake of Cleansing 


Diagram: Grandmaster Grin Armor 9.605 


ED isora:eanmastr Grin Trousers 0.6 


Mont Crane Cave (Jerome's Prison) 


@ THE CHAMP-DESOLES 
‘The old seat of the Mont Cranes, the northern part 
of this large and mountainous province features a 
‘spectacular fortification, now under the command of a 
Bandit Hanse. Seek the nearby cemetery to the west 
for evidence of who used to rule here. A secondary 
watchtower — Fort Ussar Ruins — is set atop bluffs 
‘on the far easter side, and is home to a particularly 
frightening family of draconids. Farther west is the 
giant Ardaiso Quarry, where huge limestone slabs of 
stone are dragged south to the river, 


Banat Camp 
nist 


ED | bans cam Bara 
ED) Saws 


Frente Docks Bandits 


Feeinte Docks 


Resin agnnst the winds of Mont Crane isthe sprawling caite 
n pat 0 amp Des 
he major of combat fo occur win the crumbling walls of 
sections of hmstone quariod a} Adiso To the noth wo 
ere 10 be hipped, unt the Jocks were overrun by bandits 


sr 


ant ‘vaiable Money: Average 


Armover Avaliable Monoy. Above Average 


3 Fbrt Always 
Hs Debts 


Fiber 


‘Qvost. bert Abway : 
Mac yal Pays His Lets 


GED | Persen in Oitress Cave 


The historical bull place ofthe Knights of Dun Tyne, with views 
‘Mont Crane caste inthe distance. Only specters 


Maay between Acasa Quarry and he nas of Fr Usa 3 
Moanstine wa once brewed ere. Now Rotends 


rac: Bg Feet 1 Fl 487 


Contract: Mysterio 


‘Maximus Macrinus was once 2 knight erant tamed for showing no 
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SANSRETOUR MARSH 


all territory in the central wilderness of the ‘Duchy, as the name suggests the ground here is low-lying and prone to flooding. Indeed, this was once known as the 
Valley of the Nine, and an expansive cluster of elven ruins (now said to be under the huge lake) is said to be submerged here. Travelers can barter for wine and gossip at 
the Cockatrice Inn, perched on the main bridge across the river, or visit the quaint village of Flovive, where the peasants working for the Tufo Vineyard reside. 


J 
yoo”. 


ROBERTA 
CAROBEE 


CKATRICE INN 


There wos ate when the Cockatric’s owner, Adam de Guy, ved 
to recount the tae of ow the in got its name nis youth is 

Bory went, he served as squire fo knight errant and together they 
dotented a bloodthirsty cockatic. The beasts head decorated the 
fiuberge’s entrance for many years until a certain Wavelet trom Oxenfurt 
‘ascertained i was unfortunately but a rather amateurish hobbling 
together of pheasant weasel and ply parts, His pride wounded, de Guy 
took dove his trophy, ut thei kept its nara, 


Contract: Big Feet to Fil 


The Great Beauctalr Gwent Tournament 


1)! Barphests 
1) | Wikimore Warriors 
7) | Kikimore Warriors 
Z| Archsoores 


GD Maree 


1 Forest 


‘A forosted area close to tho Tuo Vineyard. Expect encounters with 
‘wolves, and he odd, atrange tubing sounds from deep Detow. 


hants and Repair 
Merchant 

(Appears ater bolng treed 
from Person(s 0 lates in 
The Champ-Desos) 


Available Money. Average 


niko ‘Aviable Money Average 


ls ‘Gwent Quest mm 
inkee Never Fea, Skllie’s Hore hon 


EXD | hkimore Moose Host 
6X] | himore Monster ost 


COUNT DE LA CROIX'S MILL 


The de fa Cro tamil never had much uck in business. Tele 

(fapevines fell victim to Duke Adam of Naz’ atemts to requate the 

ow ofthe Sanrotour and tei olve groves were devoured by a plague 

‘of armored scale insects After tis, thay restored ther old water mi 

‘Counting on the production of bread to be ther Ucket fo success, And t 

‘early wasn Sey found out the hard way high concentrations ot 
Cust explosions 


The Biack Widow | ®-572 


Ouest 
The Black Widow 


Polisse, Smal Key 


AD Orens, ewory 572 


FLOVIVE 


Om 


‘Once upon atime, a plague of rogs visite trom the Sansretour Marz. 
Duchess Ademarta decared a prize would be given to whomever freed 
‘he land ofthe accursed amohbians. Yet neiter the krughts errant nor 
the cruids nor anyone else prove up to the task—untl a por rafsman 
rRamed vive figured ut a way. He serenaded the frogs wih is won 
‘nd they, entranced by his melody, followed tim out of the duc. in 
‘memory of tha event, he settiemont where Toussaint’ rasmen dwell 
bears ns name 


pte 
s of Inter 
The Great Beautar Gwent Tournament p41 
Contract: Mysterious Puummetig Cate 9.542 
‘contract: The Tuo Mons 9.5 


Faament Steam 


Feeding into the great Saneretour River to the south, this tributary 


Of shallow water ends ata cave leading to a deep underground li 
home to the dreaded Tulo Monster 


GD Wo vey 


‘Owned by the irascible Monsieur de Beaubeau and ts simpering 
ve, recent gegmic vibrations and the los of workers under oo 
Chcumatances could mean a pay day Yor a Witcher 


Available Money Average 


innkoep ‘vaviable Money Average 


nakees 9.810 


= | Dagram: Grandmaster Urine ive Sard . 
DO Aor and Gover were 
ED Goandiaster vsine Gear 610 
ED. Diagram evne Snort. never, and Hats |p. 610 
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Filament Stream Cave 


FFtament Stream Cave (Contract: The Tuto Monster) 


SAINT 


cg] 


‘tls hard to believe Toussaint, now so vibrant and ful of ie, once ft 
victim toa leprosy epidemic. Yo isolate the Infected from the heathy, by 

‘ducal decres 8 leper colony was created on Crane island. Wien a the 2 
‘colons inhabitants died, the complex gradually fl to run and the 

‘Secon was made to adapt into a prison, which romains to this Cay. 


Burlap isthe New Stripe 9.351 “ 


Gwent: Using Your Loat p.35t 


The Perks of Boing a Jaibird p.353 
Points of in 


GED. Valley of 90 Nine E 


‘Anciedit Elven txts, and a map provided by Yannate of Vngebera, 
Show evidence ofa labyrithine fem at tvs spot, rit tothe 
fending of the marsh 


3) | Psoner 010 
BY) | Excape Att Journal | 9088: ADDIE § 
11) | scape Aes Jounal | Best Av ps 
Mastery vest Aap 
82 | Ornomented Key | Eseaplogy ne 
eres tele ‘Ouest Appied 
8) | Rand pie por 
“D | Protessor Moreau’ Diary part 
GD meorscope crystat p78 
ELD | Wega cope crystal 0.478 
(GD. | Mutated Giant contipede Atumen 470 


GD Underwater Runs Hoan Chamber 
CVD) | Frode tunel 


GED) Mocreas tn 


Before travelling along the sliver of land that runs the entirety of Toussaint’s westem borders, one must adequately prepare for combat, hardened enemies, and a sizable 
bandit presence. For this area has little wine, but bucketfuls of blood to spill. 


eum eeene 


NORTH GORGON 
FOOTHILLS 


SOUTH GORGON 
FOOTHILLS 


guesses 
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{ @ NORTH GORGON FOOTHILLS 


The northem climbs of the Gorgon Foothills has 
‘arguably the largest concentration of bandits in 
Toussaint, based initially in the village of Fox Hollow 
and a number of smaller camps in the surrounding 
forests. But the main bandit stronghold itself is 
nestled within the Tulasens Cave system. On the few 
‘occasions where bandits aren't your main source 
of concern, expect overrun ruins, homes haunted 
by wraiths, large insect invasions, and other Issues 
plaguing this province. Fortunately, there is time 

for respite and contemplation at the crystal-clear 
waters of Lac Celvay. 


FOX HOLLOW 


‘na smal vale at the foot of Mount Gorgon tes the witage of Fox 
Nollow. Ts Welds = Inexplicably and micacuousy- grow pots 
nrtnorware vesels spring unbidden from he ground, as Uwough 
some magi eked worked by nature, no human intervention required 
The pots come in all shapes and sizes, which is why Fox How 
‘maintains trade connections wath th vitage of Dudno in Maecht - for 
that vilage's feds, inexplicably and yiraculcusly grow bis. OF all 
pes and ze 


Points of Interest 


> | Foxsionow Bandits 
1) | Bandit Camp (Ate Knight in Distress death) Bands 
Bandit Camp Bandits 

7) aia Rock Trot 


In tne far northern climbs of the Gorgon Foot 
{Which Ie an Abandoned Ste Tul ot ‘recommenced 

ne Caves ave assaulted), is ap gorge inthe 
‘fal to YOUF death trom above. A bette pan so 
aul Mom the sve, Into the mouth of 8 smal cave 


GD | yrncow 


18, north of Fox Hollow 


Prowting panthers andthe legend a a witch are enough to weep the 
peasantry away from this clifton hut 


The Vermeatino vineyard has a her garden inthe far reaches ofthe 
Gorgon Foci, though recent bandit act is causing no end of 
problems for those tending to these crops. 


Merchants and 
EW. Aro ‘Avalable Money: Average 
€ 7) innkeep Available Money: Average: 


7) Innkeep 9.810 


ASTRE CASTLE RUINS 


‘Once upon a time. the lord of Epcea mounted his seed and vowed to 
‘complete a full circuit around the case = ing atop Is walls, Say, 
fhe de not lil is cath and instead plurvmtod 1 his doom after 
few paces. Cuvgunds, his beautiful daughter, swore thal day she would 
‘only marry the mar who could rsh het father's doed. Many a striping 
tad Tost hs te attempting to fli that comely mals cruel condition 
‘When finaly one suceeded, he surveyed the carnage she fad wrought 
and decided she was unwerthy ot his afectons, Realizing with de 

how despicabty she had acted, Cunigunde tvew herself rom the caste 
wall, djing smashed against the rocks below tik 80 many of har 
Unfortunate surtors 


Points of Interest 


¥ Dantan Glade Archespores 
@_5) Catterin anor Spnggan 
+) Bandit Camp Banas 


1) Giant Comipedes (Bip Gare Hunter 
2) Giant Cenipedes (ig Game Hunter 
GD Darton case 


‘Achespore activity, anda strange tree said to bleed and wail have 
stopped the fling of woodiand inthis glade, The Vermentino vinoyard 
expansion it seems, wil have to wait 


z 
g 
3 


S 
5 
3 
a 


702 


@ES  CHUCHOTE CAVE 


GD bastoy rs Furs 


9 once a seal vineyard is now overrun with ghasty shapes, Long abandened and faten nto dsrepai, those seeking treasures 

2 fit amongst the shadows, and great woodland manster both related to Witcher Gear. oF more simple hidden vahaables, would \woodiand witch eager to help ay in need, When Whispess peered into 

4 Sprigpan has taken up Nome here be wise to Investigate here ‘certain knight's heart, sho saw that twas black and relused im aid, 
The knight reacted with wrath And burned the wilt alive he cave. 


Facade LS See 
: wos tr by Sang es when nh nt a On 
7 “sal ot Desperate coud 
Ar) Mvbaeneses OHS TeSaleng | 5 5 
cnoear 
Z esre nt Cust» Ou The Sing Bg Game Her 9.598 
HE) Weanre ont Cust Que The Sug sry 
een Paints of Interest 
. es Te Tsay gry 
Bi) Cork's Diary, Olt Key Prison Experiment #57: 5 Vintner's Contract: Chuchote Cave p. 548) 
Ouest The Tost 
8) Wass Pron PETE Mechants and Ropors 
von Bouter a 
= = €¥Z | Wine Merchant Avaliable Money: Below Average 
© igo ser Sui 
The crystal der ae wats ake ald mean — ‘ . 
Aunneof aha d hr ees ere sthng na secon, © | reson Tearecan Be 5 aon | YE) | Cote Cave 


‘aller lake, whese the waters of an altogether eeret consistency 


{ @ SOUTH GORGON FOOTHILLS 


| Expect overrun ruins and caves, mountainous terrain 
with monsters to overcome, and a southern stretch 

' of this section of Gorgon Foothills buffering up to 
the southern parts of Seidhe Llygad lake. An ancient 
amphitheater watches over the waters, and the 
‘ominous nature of this area is further exacerbated 

| by the cave system of Hen Gaidh, said to be the 

| lair of an Unseen Elder Vampire so powerful, it can 
command a host of a thousand blood-sucking foes, 


GED  AIOUX-CANNES OUTPOST 
“ A . 
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Tho second most popularly cultivated plant in Tous 


pio, of course —is the olive tee. Rts mainly grown 


barrels 


‘And the inost Important place In Toussaint orto processing of tus tree 


the Fioux-Cannes woodcuttrs” outpost. 
of Int 


Coop 


lope Cyclops 


Pavone Siope Archespore 


1) Kikimore Workers, Kikimare Warrior 


Harpies 
i) p79 
) Vintner's Contract: Gitin-An-The-Vines 549 


Pavone Slope Gx» ‘SEIDHE LLYGAD AMPHITHEATER 
Perfume-Laced ‘Quest: But Other Than 
(SECT) Journal “Vista Crac™ That, How Did You" |p. 573 
Wine, Botte Exjy The Play? 


(AL) Treasure Hunt Chest — Dust-Covered Journal 


DUCHY OF 


‘Merton's Notes, 
Diagram Manticore Silver Sword 


Hen Gilath Mask, Hen Gait Trousers 
Equipped Swords 
Hon Gaidh Stee! Sword, Hen Glidh Gaunt 


Farmland close to Lac Celavy is curently under attack by revolting 


‘nthe banks of the ake known as Seiche Lygad, othe eye ot the 
brrowing citer, 
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SE 
Capes Se coy os aia na 
pen ees neevenine ween ere 
SL ae a Cae Oba ore g 
Sepeanranietey antes ener 
rer err —— _% 
Real ae Tt BOR : 
el + Offering for the Unseen Elder p47 


The vitago f Cooper's Slope is being terorized by a totloping one: 
‘eyed giant Removing tis menace means the populace can return, 
‘and you cam clam from the Duca's cote. 


GED | dveraton crest 


The southern edge of Seidhe Liypad lake heids many secrets, Perhaps 
the most verifying s the la ofthe Unseen Elder, a cretre bo 
ower higher vampwtes fear Fim 


‘Ahigh htop with breathtaking views of Beaucla, and a cave 
‘complex to explore Beneath, Beware of unwelcome creatures lurking 
both high and low, 


| Merchants and Repairs GLI | Amora av ner a) 


LT) Wino Merchant Avaitable Money: Average GED | Wamp Sanctum 


‘Abert Grotto 


EXD | Grotores Grote 


EXD | Aloux-Cannes Caves (Soutnenst) 
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BEAUCLAIR 


ir, home to perhaps the most spectacular palace outside of Vizima Palace itself, and the seat of power for the Duchess Anna Henrietta and the Ducal 
Knights Beaucair has two distinct sections; the palace separated by the waters of the Seidhe Llygad lake to the west, and the main bustling city to the east. Come here 
for the culture: the wine, the architecture, and the strange customs involving the rubbing of granite ball. 
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CAROBE RIA woot 


The magnificence of the Duchess’ home cannot be 
understated: gleaming and towering spires, grand 
buttress arches, and vivid stained glass adorn this 
wonderous structure. As the winding road to the 
Zenith of the palace is steep, the Duchess has taken 
to horse riding up the thoroughfares, using the 

* main street inset in gold. Aside from the numerous 
interior chambers (including a playroom and personal 
Quarters), the formal palace gardens are also not to 
be missed. Remember access to the Gorgon Foothills 
is also available from the Palace, 


f @ SAN SEBASTIAN 


(One of he best-pteserved arbtacts ofthe etvn ea. the Beaux 
Palace was parstakgly restore and partly rebut by te tamed 
Nitgaarian architect Faramond. Master Faramond, Scholar and 
terpert on ronuman architecture ed the foun of Die 
Neoelven School, of which the Beauciae Place, home tothe rates ot 
Toucan, the most characteisite examole 


HED | Beeyona Hat and Date 
ED) | Te Wott of Lang Fangs 


The fabulous gardens on the shoces of Soldhe Liygad were, tke 
‘Beaucialr Palace, early destroyed during the Elven Confit, Mastr 
Faramond, who ed the renovation efforts, dt what he could, but some 


cof the more delicate plants could note saved. Today ths popular 
cretion spot for couriers sled mainly with spruces, ce trees, 
‘Beauclair oaks, oso bushes, niger tickets, rhadodendrons and, of 
‘course, grapevines 


> | What Les Unsien 
When the dandies and nobetotk of Beaucian wish 10 gaze on the 


Boats set sai across edhe Lypdd lake fom thse docks, baved at 
the bottom of the Palace gardens 


Ouchess Anna Hervietta and her sister Syanna were young 
the fables, and wandering the 


Wher 
its they spent time here. reveling in 
onjurnd worlds ofthe Fabesohere 


When one approaches Beauclair on foot or horseback, San Sebastian is the first district he or she winds through 
It houses workers and the lower classes in well-built, but sometimes slovenly conditions. Most of the peasantry 
is of a pleasant sort, and traders, drunkards, and urchins all add a particular flavor to this place. Some urchins 
‘scamper down from the orphanage on the far northem outskirts of this district. 


GD | La Compassion Orphanage 


The city of Beau quickly grew fo fl a8 the space within ts was 
and Spt out beyond tt Ths gave rie to the Lowe Town 

‘he name of is founder, San Sebastian Curren te d 
home to laborers and the workshoos anc inks Hauevite wih te 
porte confor of rae tor Besucia and the entre uty 


tn the hits above Count de ts Croix’s Mls nestled an orphanage, 
‘overseen by Lady Oriana a wel-o-do noblewoman with an estate 
ttn Beaucias wall 


rd 3.35) QT) | Merchant Avolabe Money. Fh 
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@ BEAUCLAIR PORT 


Amore rough-and-tumble attitude pervades the 
district closest to the Sansretour River, where 
‘merchant vessels dock and wine barrels are 
‘exported far and wide, Though never matching the 


| seething underbelly of Novigrad for its poverty and 


violence, one needs to keep one’s wits about them 
when visiting this low-lying district, home to the only 
brothel in town. 


ne comes from Toussaint—any xmmeber wil tll you a 
abet re 


the Nitaarian Empte and 


HE) The wan rom cara 
= . 
HET) | Fete ot Fry: Rag 


Points of Intere: 


fipe blood puding, and the ripest usage hoks, are available from 
this place of butchery 


QED HARGOR GATE 


Wine Market 


territovies of Tous vii a 
forthe ade than the cust 


3, cataing to al types of patron, 
‘fetish for dressing 
‘pas a Witcher 


ce ofthe lcals, the downtrodden and beggh 
nt gather hare fora dry bed, day-old be 
and soup 


@ HAUTEVILLE 


Literally separated to the north and east by a wall 
and two guarded gates, the main trading hub of 
Beauclair, and the place where the fancier noble 
folk reside are sealed from most ne’er-do-wells. 

A wealth of activities present themselves to the 
traveler in this, the most bustling district of all. One 
can admire (or purchase) paintings, contact the 
Ducal Camerlengo for informal contract work, and 
visit the most proficient armorers and blacksmiths 
this side of the Pontar. 


mm THE GRAN'PLACE 


mr anes 


Toussaint’ iargest marketplace overtiows with colorful stalls 
merchants Hom avery corner of te wortd. Thay ay you 


Pomp a 
) | Blood Ru 

age Ay Fou 
) | Krigttfor ire 

odness, Gracious, Great Bats of Granite 

Never Fear, Skelige’s Here! 

) | Gwent: To Everything—Turn, Tur, Tournamen 
) | A Portrait ofthe Witcher a an Old Man 
) | Paper Chase 


1 Fury 


Fistcut 
‘Armed Escort Wanted 
‘Contract: Grand 
The Great Beaucl 


ct Big Feet to Fill 


cing ae 


1 Arusements 


ly-made artisan toy creations, with royal appointment. 
aly locked, the many (mainly wooden) toys are unavailable 


CLE Madane 
O23) | bate 
Chests 
= 


) Spin Bot ( 
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GED Tales wortsrop 


Pierre the Tailor brings nis unique brand ot high-quality Cthing ang 
| pompous atitude fo tase weeking some threads to wear, especially 
{or grand events 


GED _dvcksion arenouse 


Currently undergoing some refurbishment, this warehouse i the 
scene of a bate between Witcher and Vampire 


GID) The ovca amen: Knights Domant Square 


ne to tho grand bridge to the palace ts the main square of 
ala, clase to the Ducal Carmerlango, who a 


Me Kgs rant wih cokd hard cash 
GED | Ciantanct Bank 


‘re ofthe oldest banks in Brauctat run by the trustworthy Giacomo 
Clantanet, whose credentials ae impeccable 


GD Pertumery 


4 ot to maak th usual Rweat and unpleasant odors commonplace 
cron the city 


GID Bary 


Ahn. er 
‘selection of scrumptious pastries and cakes, unfortunately fat for 
sale to the likes of you 


‘A avored drinking establishment forthe nobletolk of he iy, his 
offers fine ales a sizable terrace where Gwent tournaments are hela 
‘and easy access tothe lake. 


The finest wines krown to humanity, Rete and avaiable to thote with 
2 taste fr the Dest From a Farano lo a Chateau de Conrad Cabernet, 


ther’ plenty here fo taste 
ret Square 


Offering stunning views tothe northeast, tis main gate cuts the moce 
rough-and-tumble San Sebastian astrct trom the Naughty Haute 
‘Afigher clas of folk car be found wath the walks tothe soutwest 
(at least in theary 


‘One ofthe many artists of Beaucai is peddling | 
watercolors 
Fell shetch tomething for you? 


GED | Watery and Statue of Reginald 


‘A emafl gallery and touts! trap run by galery anne Ronald de 
Faanirer ftk Come from res around to view the statue and fondle 
Ihe granite testes of he great Regiale 


GD Wererer Gomis 


~= 
There's ro sweat fellow hammering an anv here, Beauci's 
armerer has setup shop i a fine townhome, and «ready fo sel or 
mend your wares. 


Pere ‘alle Money. Average 


Carmeriengo Available Money. Average 


Herbatst ‘Avatable Money Average 
Sommeiet ‘alable Money Average 
Innkeeper ‘Aaable Money Average 
Merchant ‘vaiable Money Average 


(ED METINNA GATE 


a Fe 


Tousssint's mighty rivers are nat te only route for gtting wine out 
othe duchy. During the spring run-off, the Sanetretour becomes, 

very dangerous to navigate and local exporter turn to wransport 
‘methods iss tly to resin catastrophic loss, These merchants 
(f0up lopether ino caravans, hire guards, and set out wath hot 

(00s overiand. Tel favored destination? Metiona, whose capt is 
ewise namod Metinna, lading some Toussaitns fo jo tir Wine is 
‘medicine for that kingdom's fabled lack of imagination 


TD) | Capture the Caste p32 


4) | Scavenger Hunt 


Master Master Master Master! lance 


2) | Scavenger Hunt Grandmasts 


Gettin Gear | 9,605 


‘Scavenger Hunt: Gra 


master Woiven Gear. 608 


5» | Scavenger Munt: Grandmaster Using Gear p, 610 


u 
LI 
u 
HE 5) Scavenger Hunt Grandmaster Feline Gear |. 606 
u 
u 
Li 


6) Scavenger Munt Grandmaster Manticore Gear p 


Points of Intere: 


GED | techamin oat 


Treatin runs is high-class weapons shop fom an upstairs room, 
tottering m grea selection of blades forthe incerning swordsman, 


GZD_ bxoent & Sons Epon of verse Merchant 
—~>.2 


‘Wether you're ere forthe klenomy ingredients, or you've a winety 
‘th some Bare walls to i with paintings, Heres bore tine warot on 
‘otter at ths merchant shop 


GED Law Lstarqu's Worsnop 


Te fabiedarmorer and biacksmith Lazare Lafargue a caftsnan 
of unmatched quality creates some truly excentiona! gran master 
\Wiicher Gear trom tia shop 


) Herb Store at Mantebank Aey 


es 


vt this shop, nested in the lower cobblestone streets case to Lady 
Onanna’s Estate 


{ 
| 
| 


ZED | Henvis Gras Square 


hard, tonne vrata, of person ot goos breeding 
2 hare, on the northern perimeter of Lady Oriana’ Estate. 
Porhaps they've here forthe fsticults? 


@ LAssommoiR 


‘The southern district of Beauctair greets those 
travelers from the south, has a single watering hole, 
‘and two large graveyards. Of these, the Temple 
Cemetery is the most formal, and offers the 
explorer vast catacombs to investigate — 
‘especially if the strange ghostly sounds said to be 
emanating from there are more than a figment of a 
drunkard's Imagination. 


NILFGAARDIAN EMBASSY 


om 


Toussaint i @ vassal duchy ofthe Nilgaardan Empire. Ouches Ana 
eve the right rulr ofthe region. but n practice she submits 
to to wil other coarost eer cousin, Emir var Emeras i wat 
‘evtalty out of concorn for Her Elnightoned Gra and Nr Uti 

{that tho emperor founded an embassy in Toussait, consisting of 
‘atl of digitares wo det the Ouchy fl tne and use ee 
experience to hap witht, de facto enlightened, decisions. 


[ITZ | tw beat 00 You Part matt 
[I= on seers anda Wiener | Sing 9.469 
GE) | Fortcon ence a 


Fits of Fury: Toussaint (Mancomb) 


TD) | Epona Square 


Ctferiny beaut vows ofthe ake, and sight legs pleasant views ot 
bara-khucke boxing, Is square Is named for a fabled horse 


GD | Aewav 


Hairdressing Salon 


“Jear-Loule Ludi, the barber to royally curently away frm his sho, 
wtih offers a variety of styling Serves fo thw clscerring nobleman, 


GD | Clover clogs tavern 


Patrons at Lassommot district's watering ole have recent been 
complaining of Stange sounds emanating from te Temple Cemetery to 
tha eaet Otherwise, hs the spot where gravediggers goto get saucad. 


ady Orianna’s Estate 


Lavish banquets and masquerade bails are frequent town here 
courtesy of Lady Oriana, the welto-do owner ofthe ox 
forth ofthe ety, 


Temple Cemetery 


‘Within the gates ofthe Temple Cemetery isa chapel the mauscheum 
ofthe Duchy’ noblemen, and catacombs running deep beneath 
the city 


Merchant Arable Money Rah 
hralale Money Zero 
(CEI Jean-Louis Ludovic | Available Money: erage 


‘Ouest: The Last Exploits 
Sena’ Gang psn 


AP) Weasure Munt Chest 


GD der Gent 


475 


GZ) Terpie Cemetery 
GED | ere Cemetery 


GW) Herdaist ‘Avallable Money: Average 


Lana Latargue: 


3 
zs 
84 
ag 


| EE | srt ery: ere 
= 


72) Merchant 9.810 


1S.) | Herbalist p80 


Work on the Temple of Lebioda in Beauctait was begun by th prophet s 
‘most famed dip Plegmund. He convinced Duchess Caroberts 

to rebusd that urea ofthe ety and dig dean catacombs fo the city's 
‘woathest inhabitants, Thoge of loys coun wre to be buted nthe 


contin 9 
by the Temp 


io do wth tho Orlemurs Cemetery, connected othe ciy 
te, also hncwn asthe Ga of Lebioda 


TL Face the Strange 9.476 


= | 
Points of Interest | 
GLE) Oviemurs Cometory i 


sveyard under a great oak 
aly been buried 


‘Quest: The Last Exploits 


Treasure Hunt Key OVSSina's Bang 


Temple Cemetery 
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‘The Southeastern parts of Toussaint offer the grape grower ample opportunities to cultivate some of the most impressive plonk in all the Duchy, though gentle folk are 
encouraged to remain close to the main village of Francollarts, as venturing off into the hilly wildemesses to the east and south could severely impede your health. 


7 
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@ WEST CAROBERTA WOODS 


The western part of the woods is actually devoid of 
dense forests, and features an old cemetery to the 
north (where a higher vampire is reputed to hang 
out), as well as the Belgaard Vineyard where the 
best grapes grow in all of Toussaint; helped by being 
within spitting distance of Beauclair’s taverns and 
traders, Francollarts is a bustling village, though the 
‘outer hamlets are under attack by monsters. 


| 


(GM MERE-LACHAISELONGUE CEMETERY 


- 
9 


tery Mere-Lachaiselongue. Later, Sir Ramon of 
Gehan dod a marty here while try id of he bandits 
cconstanty returning wr 


HED Beit ever so Humbie 


HED | Were criteren To Toys Waste Away 


Points of interest 


Aschespare 


1) | Endrega Drone, Endrega Wario, Endrega Workers 


Foederis(Siver 


GX | Wire-Lachaseongue Cometery 


‘lant Centipedes, 
Giant Centipedos 


EX) Wire-tLachaiselongue Cemetery 


(x5 


Toussaint’ reigning duchess 
a. who loved organzng elaborate 
forest. smal trappers’ past located on 
raul vilage kaown as Francolts 
eepers come t sel the tt ofthe 
198 Springs to le once year, when Baron Trastamara 


Points of Interest 


Just soutbeast ofthe Hortense Estate, recent vin planting has ad 
to'be suspended due to sessmic activa and grotisque an invasive 
imsecto incursions 


Bare 67'| (@LE I Patent Aetna tar ea 
and Repairs CLD the ave 


Inowee ‘ratable Money Average 
ED Mercnart Avaabe Money: Average 


CLS) wore ‘vatable Money Rich 


naveo 


Armerey 


Tis vineyards former ower cacked up sigrtcant debts with oan 
sav, who then sld them to Dandi for collection, When hey found Ne 
Fad no coin to colt, fey murderod im alongside al eter rxicents 
‘this estate AS tat werent Hoa enough, they then made te 
‘eniyard thew base, tm wich they would Ick Yansgats of wine to 
Huet ther drunken orgies So Neco and well-stocked wore th 

‘ould chase them off--vnti one brave alchemist spiced 8 Wa 

Froxsing thor trtory witha powerful extract of ren 


TI) Wie Wars: Consortium, 
! Wine 


‘Avaliable Money 
Boiow Average 


@ EAST CAROBERTA WOODS 


Expect little in the way of friendly faces when trekking the trails in the outer areas of Caroberta Woods; the Termes Palace Ruins to the northeast is overrun by mutated 
plant life (and other, more troubling apparitions), though the prowling panthers within the woods seem to be guarding an old Prayer Cave to the prophet Lebioda, 
Further south is the tumbledown Trastamara manor house where a mad, spoon-collecting wight is said to reside. But the real fear comes from the ancient fortification 
of Tesham Mutna; where vampiric torture filled the valley with the screams of tormented souls in days of yore. 


mm 


m2 


(PM GELENSER FARM 


(ld Man Gétenser grew radohes. Ys, radishes. Not grapes, nt olives, 
not even Beats, As he meet put, “Dadgurmmt, can't very well 

lve on bead and wine alone, now can I7!* Olé Man Gelensar didnot 
founda radish empire. The history of his lines ot fled with amazing 
legends, He ved, ied children, planted radishes and died. O Lebioda, 
(ive us all such a calm and simple tite 


| Wetnees contract 
Cleaning Those Hard-To-Reach Places 


GD. Doren Ama Estate 


p59 


The Manor House o Lo Durand Faucher Pamondon de Savin ken 
[iy -ato, and cama of fhe Sac of Friends ofthe Matar o Toussaint 


Prophat Labioda Prayer Cave 


‘Deep within Caroberta Woods is small circula cave shrine dedicated 
to the prophet Labioda. Prior to the growing panther incursions, 
ilgrims descended here to mediate, and pn thelr worties, thoughts, 
Sn prayers onthe wals ofthis place 


Ez TZ) | Wine Merchant Avaliable Money: Average 


[Am 


Gray Grotto 


Ox 


TERMES PALACE RUINS 


Toussaint was once a land of elves. The ducal palace isthe mast 
‘prominent remnant of that ea, Dut t's not the only one. The Aen Seighe 
Tet behind great many smaller and larger structures whose functon 
‘an fay only be guessed at An example ofthis are the Termes Palace 
ruins, which some te to the legendary resting place ofthe last elven 
king, while others consider ther 2 temple to some forgotten dety. What 
They were i uth, we shal never know. 


of Interest 
1) | Bandit Camp 
Fleders, Garkian 


p78 


= Master Blackaman Arable Money. Avra9@ 


Orders on Stained Quest: Waiting for 


Paper, Key Goe and Doh ors 

7) Soppes moce — uewatiator | 5 57g 

©} Doar: beraven Bice 356 
ED down: Forse 

ED Dwar: area Amer pati 

s= gram: Grandmaster Wore Ama, TMS, gop 

Digran: Gama Woten Sil Sort. |» ong 


Siver Sword, Gauntets 


(Am 


Prophet Lebioda Cave 


Am 


(AMARA HUNTING COTTAGE 


‘Amadis de Trastamara obtained ts property trom the Duchess 
Carabeta in recogniten for his serie to Toussant. The rule's it 
came with an unexpected bac, However. forthe houge turned ut to 
be haunted and. even worse. deep i tax areas, Trastamara consulted 
the crds of Caed Myrkvd about his case and was given the lolowing 
agvice: you cannot reach a deal withthe specter, let I be and call 
ita day 


Qu Te 


Pai cae 

1s wie acceged tha the vars came it ou word dug 
the Corgncton of he Spheres They uc spread across a he 
Cnt tying To adapt ote new atbon According een 
Sew ote oma, etd Tousant rm tales me wspered 
Stout hs dds, Bt wether he thay even existed fs hao say. Te 
ines do apreeon one tu, however Koagmar’s storys neta 
te tothe mysterious frves Known a8 Testa Mun 


| Tesham Mut 9.348 
) | Gant Centipedes 
1 | Giant Conipedes 
GED | onndone storenouse 


‘Due west of Tesham Muna, this deroict cottage and subterranean 
ttorage area Became more interesting during ry vos: 
Wine Wars, 


GZ) | Avandoned Coopers’ Workshop 


The Coopers are long gene from this smal waied compound, replaced 
by Bhupgish bandits who crave vielence. Obige Hem, 


Che 


s) | Orders rom Gayot | Quest: The inconstant 
a Pellegrin, Gardener key Gardener pore 
ual nop by 

‘Dum, «garde 
> Diagram fovraint 
Deal Gua OMcers 
steel sword 
) | Teaham Mn Stel Sword, Tesham Mtn Arno, 
Tesham Mafna Tosser. 
]]D esta maton woos, Yesharn Mutna Mask 


ED Tevtom Marna counters 


XD | Testa Mata ns 


Quest The incon 
‘Gardener 


nt 
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This section of the Atlas explores the particularly odd Land of a Thousand Fables; a location that you only visit once (or not at all) as part of the Blood and Wine Main Quest. 
The following locations are shown, as they have bearing on your adventure, as well as quests and loot to find. 


Artorius Vigo, the creator of the Fablesphere, was no 
mere conjurer, but an accomplished sorcerer with 
vigor and resources enough to create an illusionary 
land for the Duke's daughters to play in, Over the 
years, the Land of a Thousand Fables has been 
forgotten, and the tapestry of magic is beginning to 
tear apart, creating confusion and a more feral nature 
among the fable folk stil residing here. 


RR WELCOME POST 
a 


st Welcome tothe Land 
‘ot wonder = enjoy yoursatves! "= Une 
roman nable unt ane 


wD GRIGG VILLAGE 


ly and you may just get a ghmose of 


Duck, Duck, Goose! 


Points of interest 


(EE-1> | Conac: ek, Ok, Gow FETT 
ED | cana camo 
GD Eno te fai 


Z) | Thumbotin's Vitage 


Winter Wonderland 


FABLESPHERE 


(Sweet (in Cea Castle) 


DUCHY OF 
TOUSSAINT 


Available Money: Average 


Per 
pga 
pas 
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APPENDICES AND 


In which a number of detailed tables are presented to aid your adventuring. Every Achievement and Trophy is listed. Locations of 
every Place of Power are shown. The times when Geralt can gain Carnal Knowledge are also detailed. 
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| THE BESTIARY: IAW TCHERS GU S|GUIDE. LOW! KILLING MONSTERS | 


in the world that a Witcher should be prepared for, human-sized or otherwise. Being able to handle all threats that stand in your way requires 


maintaining your piety properly, keeping up on your training through use of new abilities, and crafting the correct potions and oils for any encounter. More 
importantly, it comes down to basic observational skills. There are some foes that even a Witcher should steer clear of, unless properly prepared for combat. This 
chapter reveals every single aggressive entity you'll ever encounter in your travels, and more importantly, how to slay them. 


BESTIARY LEGEND 


This section has a ne cof elements worth explaining, as follows: 


| Danger Alert: This shows a very general caution related to how dangerous a 
particular entity is likely to be, assuming you're facing it after properly preparing rj 


|) for combat, and It is around your own experience level: 


© Pushover: Should prove little or no challenge to cut down this 
| entity, even it you're careless and unprepared, 


“© Highly Problematic: With litle room for error, and a formidable 
opponent to face, combat may be protracted and dificult. 


|| @©@@ Terrifying: An exceptional entity with a prowess of a demi-god, 
Ce Fe ER at gah ot dl 


Frequency: This is how often you'd expect to see a particular entity, and is 
divided as follows; 


@©O@O Unique: There is likely only one of these entities to ever face in 
combat. 


@@® Very Rare: You'll find and fight these creatures only two to five 
times during your travels. 


© Uncommon: There are small clusters where this foe resides, but 
you'll need to seek them out to find them. 


@@@@® Common: Relatively easy to encounter throughout your travels. 


Loot: The type of Items you can remove from the corpse of a particular entity, either carried by them, or cut out from their innards. 


‘Sub-Species or Named Variants: Some creatures have secondary or “higher level" variants which are tougher, but usually exhibit the same attack patterns. These 


are listed here. 
Environments: The general areas where a particular foe can be found. 


Specific Encounter: Should you wish to find a specific entity, an example location is listed (nearest Signpost, and exact area, along with a quest name If applicable), 


Vulnerabilities: This box shows the possible Bombs, Oils, Potions, and Signs the enemy is vulnerable against. It goes without saying that your steel or silver sword is 


usually the best way to slay each foe! 


Unless otherwise stated, the tactics presented in this Bestiary have been battie- 
tested in all Ditficulty levels (including Death March!) as well as all modes of play 
(including New Game +), and against the most fearsome of each monster type 

| (including the named Monsters during Witcher Contracts). You are encouraged to 
face enemies that are within or under your Level range. Ifa foe has a skull above 

| their vitality bar, avoid them. 

l 


VULNERABILITIES 


ee 


Simply because a potion, bomb, or Sign isn’t explicitly listed as a vulnerability for 

a particular enemy, doesn't mean you shouldn't use it! This is particularly true for 
‘decoctions; you are encouraged to read up on the effects of these enhanced potions, 
‘and swig them accordingly. Don't forget to swap out your Ability Slots in your 
Character Panel Menu too; you don't want to forget a key skill after combat begins, 
when it is too late to change! 


a 


| 
Bese $ Relict Oil F) Dancing Star A ard a Black Blood 
ry | tet v~ 
| ae | ’ Specter Oil 8 Devi's Puffball | Blizzard 
| let A 
| Draconid Oit % Vampire Olt rc: Dimeritrium a Golden Oriole 
Fw | 
Blementa Oi S Dragon's Dream x4 Yeden @ | Leshen Decoction 
8 Grapeshot rd Thunderbolt 
| 
é)—= 
A | ud | Worrall Hom 
é Northern Wind 


HUMANOIDS 

The Conjunction of Spheres brought humans, nonhumans, and monsters from different worlds together. Ths irreversible cataclysm continues to be felt over 1,500 
years later. Witchers were born from this strife, seeking to protect humans and nonhumans from the creatures plaguing their fields. Commonly, a Witcher's role was 
to kill beasts while wielding blades of silver, but there are times when steel swords must be drawn. Humans and Nonhumans, either trained soldiers and assassins, or 
thugs and bandits who prey on the weak, will stand against you on the Path as often as any kind of monster < 


Of greater concern, the Wild Hunt has been seen roaming the Continent, seeking something or someone, These are among the most skilled warriors a Witcher could —— 
be forced to face. They are as well-armed and armored as any soldier from the richest kingdoms of man, and they are relentless in combat. Each Wild Hunt warrior - 
should be treated as a grave threat alone. And these huntsmen never ride alone. 


ENEMY ATTACKS : & 


Weapon Swings: The mainstay fa human sized foe's attack varies depending onthe weapon expect lacks to 
use swords, maces, hammers, and other sharp instruments of pain), usually with a hefty swing, and sometimes two in. 
‘succession. Either react and hit them first, parry and retaliate, counter, or dodge (or roll) and attack back. te 


‘Two-Handed Attacks: Some foes carry two-handed swords, long hammers, maces, or pikes. These foes are more 
dangerous, and have a greater reach. Dodging isthe best plan here, reacting just a the foe starts to attack. Dodge or 
‘oll to their flank and then retaliate 


Shield-Bashing: A shielded foe is obviously more difficult to strike, and also pushes you back with a bash that can = 
knock you off-balance, stunning you. Simply avoid such confrontations by dodging or bashing back with offensive Signs 


like Aard, 


‘Armored Foes: The toughest foes are wearing more impressive armor, but aside from their gleaming metal, techniques 
for slaying them are the same as for thase wearing less armor, You may wish to knock these foes off the fet and 
‘skewer them to avoid more protracted combat 


‘Archers: They usually back up, firing arrows (one every few seconds). Prevent this by stepping to them, after which 
they swap their ranged weapon (bow or crossbow) for a sword, and attack with that. 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Humans and Nonhumans carry a varity of weapons, and can wear various types of protection, from light peasant 
clothing to full sets ofthe heaviest armor. 


r os ey ofteo fan ot Holding your block Lop is critical to your Casey! well-being; even if you're surrounded, remaining in this defensive 
indore “ pie yd posture means you'll block human-sized foes' attacks (that aren’t two-handed or involve a shield) evon if your back is 
ys to them. Also utilize blocking and dodging, stepping away from an incoming attack after blocking it, then stepping back —= 


f 
‘Loot: Weapons, Equipment, Currency | with a light or strong strike afterward. Block after each Finisher you perform too, if there are more foes to face. 


‘Sub-Spacies or Named Variants: Baron's Men, Bandits, Your most common fighting technique fs usually to start with light attacks after spotting an opening in your foe's stance, i 
Gud, Thugs, rates, Order ofthe Flaming Rose, Scoiv'ae, | after they strike, or after dodging or roling to their flank. Such techniques form the basis ofthe Training section of this 

ounces, Whoreson's Men and thers) Quid, and should be studied. You cannot parry the attacks of @ human or nonhuman who uses two-handed weapons. Ey 
Environments: Found across th known work Dodge or rol away from these attacks, and strike while they recover from their swings 

‘Spoecific Encounter: Any Bandit Camp: Const of Wrecks (Velen) Against shield-bearing opponents, avold taking sword swings at them unless you have flanked them, or they have. 

Specific Encounter (Groups): Any Outinw Hance: Arthach ‘committed to an attack oftheir own and are not prepared to block. Hammering ata blocked shield is a waste of time. Be 

Palace Ruins (Toussaint) ‘wary of shield-bearers using their shields offensively. Shield bashes can stun you, leaving you extremely vulnerable to any 
VULNERABLE AGAINST follow-up attacks. if you see the wind-up for such an attack, evade or roll to safety. Do not try parrying or countering! 


| ea im i | Es Do not attack recklessly. Counter melee strikes from one-handed weapon-carrying assailants to throw them of- 
balance, then score a heavy strike as they reel from the counter: 


Humanoids wielding bows and crossbows are serious nuisances. Prioritize these foes i passible, running them down if necessary. f you cannot find or remove a ranged foo, use 
the terrain for cover while engaging other enemies. Or utilize protective abilities (such as Arrow Deflection) or Signs (such as Quen) to minimize or nullify arrow attacks. At higher 
Ranks, abilities such as Arrow Deflection can actually allow you to return perfectly-parried arrows back to the sender! 


Combat abilities such as Whirl (Light attacks) and Rend (Strong attack) are extremely effective at culling multiple foes, though it is usually better to face them one at a time, 


The use of Aard is encouraged: Blast foes off their feet, allowing you to skewer them when they are prone on the ground, or concentrate on other threats. Knock shiield-bearars 
with Aard and quickly attack the opening. The use of Ign is recommended: Roasting multiple foes, or single entities with a focused Firestream allows you to bum through enemies 
effectively, even those carrying shields. The use of Axil is a good choice: Though it lummoxes a single foe at lower ability ranks, stopping an enemy and essentially confusing it into 
being temporarily defenseless is a great way to keep crowds under control, or focus on more dangerous threats. Remember at higher ranks, Axil can tum foes against each other, 
allowing you to watch bandit camps start attacking each other! Quen and Yrden are both excellent defensive choices, especialy if abilities relevant to these Signs are used, such as 
‘Magic Trap (Yrden), which causes damage as well as slowing your foes. Exploding Shield (Quen) causes damage too, pushing foes back and sometimes knocking them down, 


Terrain is often a factor in combat; attacking from above or below (for example, on stairs) doesn't really make a difference, but using the terrain to your advantage (luring foes into 
cramped corridors so fewer of them can attack you) is always a good idea. Terrain should be constantly evaluated during combat, so you don't get surrounded or trapped. Though 
having your back against the wall prevents foes from swarming you, are you competent enough to keep from being overwhelmed if you're standing infront of an obstacle? 
Remember you can always flee (or *retreat”) and return to finish the job! 


Crossbow bolts are a good idea to soften up foes (especially if you have associated abilities to strengthen this attack). Special bolts (such as explosive ones) are great, too. Bombs 
‘are excellent when facing multiple foes at the same time; lobbing a Norther Wind (for example) can freeze a hast ot enemies allowing you to concentrate on fewer foes at once, 
Otherwise, bombs are best when used to wound enemies before your blades and Signs finish them off 


knocking down a foe is always preferred; even the toughest opponent can be skewered with a single execution once they are down on the ground; quickening your fights considerably! 


n7 


ne 


‘Loot: Weapons and Equipment Remember that you're utilizing a silver sword 
‘Sub-Species or Named Variants: Wild Hunt Warriors against these otherworldly elves, not a steel 
Enndronments: The Wad Hunt can appear where they desi, ‘one! With this in mind, be sure you have a 
thanks to thew aby to manpulate space and tne to good supply of Elementa Oil; it is useful when 
‘heir advantage. damaging both the Warriors and the Hounds of 


‘Specific Encounter: Main Quest: The Battle fr Kaer Morhen the Wild Hunt. 
Igni Signs improved with abilities (Melt Armor, 


ENEMY ATTACKS Firestream, lgni Intensity) can greatly reduce 
Though the Wild Hunt Warriors are taller and the effectiveness of thelr armor. Do not 

‘wield more frightening weapons than a motley underestimate the speed of a Wild Hunt warrior. 
bandit, their attacks are very similar, and are They are just as quick to flank and strike as 
countered or avoided in exactly the same way. lesser-equipped humanoids, Aside from the 


‘The fundamentals of fighting other humanoids sail 
‘applies to the Wild Hunt 


An Pinecrayumuan tebe differences listed previously, tackle Wild Hunt 
Warriors using the same tactics recommended 
al : Wild Hunt warriors wear heavy, intimidating sets of for Humans and Nonhumans. 
TEAR AON armor, ae taller than almost all humanoid foes, and 


BEANE are very sturdy opponents in a mele. Many wield 
large two-handed weapons with great ferocity. 


BEASTS 


Not every danger that stalks the land is an otherworldly nightmare. Beasts still prow! the Northern Realm; these are usually animals from a time when Fiends or Royal 
Griffins weren't the apex predators. Beasts have carved out their own niche, and can still be a threat. 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


Charge: When a bear first sees you, or when you're at far or medium distance, it may launch a charge directly at you, 
with both front paws swiping as it reaches you. Sidestep this or face a stun, a stagger, and possible knocking over, 


Paw Swipes: These mauling swipes are attempted with either front paw, inflict some nasty damage, and are the bear's 
‘main aggressive attacks. Though they can be parried (usually while you walk backwards), a better plan is to dodge or 
‘oll around them. 


‘Snarling Gnash: The bear also likes to launch a biting attack along with its paw strikes, and this is heavily damaging. 
Roll or dodge it. 


Ground Smash: When a bear stands on its hind legs, itis preparing to smash the ground with its forepaws. They can 
do this with such force that even a veteran Witcher can be knocked prone and savaged. 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Bears of any kind are sturdy foes possessing great Vitality, and terrible strength. Do not try to exchange 
blows with a bear, or face it head-to-head in combat. 


Solitary and surprisingly fast when disturbed, facing & 
eur is suicide, but flanking © bear effective 


Instead, dodge a bear's claw swipes and try to cut at its flanks or rear. Perfecting your dodge (or roll) 
allows you to escape a mauling, nimbly maneuvering to the bear's sides, where the majority of damage 
should be dealt. Mix in rolling if your dodges aren't reaching the flank or rear of the bear in time, The 
plan is to circle the bear unti its lack of dexterity exposes its flank or rear to you, then strike! 


Loot: Bear Fat, Bear Pelt, White Bear Pelt, Raw Meat 
‘Sub-Species or Named Variants: Bear, Brown Bear, Black 
Bea, Polar Boar, Cave Bear Igni and Yrden are not explicitly vulnerabilities for a bear, but both these Signs have their uses when 
‘Environments: Found in every major wiemess region ofthe employed against one: igni can set a bear aflame, temporarily stunning it and allowing for flanking 
world, wih some subspecies unique to certain regions. Ptr | strikes, Use this to augment the flanking strikes mentioned previously, as part of the optimal method of 
Boars, for example, favor colder rons, andare found mare | culling this creature. Aard can push a bear back too, and Axil can cause it temporary confusion. Yrden 
(pede) eer slows these beasts down enough to make evading their paws much easier. Employ this technique if 


‘Specie Encounter; Hunter's Cottage, in nother Gustfiekis you're having trouble reaching a bear's flank to inflict damage on it 
(Novigrad). 


Rea ee When a bear's flank is exposed, a strong attack (even a Rend) is preferred over lighter strikes; make the 
— ‘most of a stunned or confused foe. If your weapons have a good chance of inflicting critical hits, this 


{Be WA bq 4 Ea fc] helps remove the sizable vitality a bear possesses 


| Due to the high strength of a bear's attacks, another useful Sign to employ is Quen, to prevent you taking 
sizable amounts of damage while you maneuver into position, Partner this with patience, as a well-timed retaliation is critical to striking this foe without 
being hit in return. 


oe, 


You can also elect to fight a bear from Roach, charging straight at the bear on your horse, swinging your blade into its hide, retreating to reduce the horse's 
fear, then turning and repeating this tactic. 


Bears are territorial. Stepping into their domain can incite aggression, but it can be surprisingly easy to avoid a bear if you spot one early enough and move 
around it. 


ENEMY ATTACKS 
Bite and Leaping Bite: After emitting a snarl, a dog will make a short leap and bite at you, or less ofa leap and a 


simple bite if very close to you. Listen for this snart, and simply dodge or roll (usually backward) to avold the attack, Or. = 
parry the bite. 


Circling: While one dog attacks with a bite, others may tend to circle around you, before leaping in afterward. Simply =5 
keep an eye on all your foes, and block if you're worried about being struck, 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Assuming you're able to quickly repair your blade afterward, every one of a dog's attacks can be blocked 
by holding the block button down. This allows you to pick and choose when to strike rather easily, at the 
expense of your blade's quality. 


A wild dag is sekom alone Fock of thee or moe 


‘are common, 


Dogs like to circle you, readying for an attack. Play this game too, waiting for a hound to leap your way, 
before jumping to the side (dodging or roling) and letting a light or heavy strike hit the dog before it 
recovers from its attack. 


‘Loot: Dog Tallow, Raw Meat 
‘Sub-Speces or Named Variants: Dogs, Wik Dogs, Hanse Dogs 
Env\ronments: Found across Velen, Novigrad, Skelige (both in| 


D abandoned vitages and in wooded areas, and witin Outaw | Aard is good for pushing back a pack of dogs, compared to other beasts of the world, the dog is 
Hanses in Toussaint lightweight. A well-timed Aard strike can knock a dog on its side, allowing a quick kill All other Signs 
Specie Encounter (Groups): The western side of are also useful (Axli can bewilder a dog easily, for example); use them as you would in any other 
Maravdo's Bridge (Velen normal fight 


VULNERABLE AGAINST Do not underestimate the speed of dogs. While not particularly strong, they are fast, and packs of dogs 


Be! a | eee fa a can easily pick apart a careless Witcher through sheer numbers, and constant attacks. 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


Prowling: When engaged in combat, and usualy in areas of undergrowth (woodland or scrubland), a panther may 
‘start to prowl, hiding itself and its vitality bar as well as becoming invisible on your mini-map. Counteract this stealthy ~ 
‘Approach by maintaining a visual on your foe or employing your Witcher Senses to "see" the sounds the panthor is 
making and ascertain where she Is. 


Leaping Attack: After shortening the distance from prowling range, a panther will usually attempt a running leap 


‘which cannot be blocked and ends in an attack. Expect fast-moving running and aggressive mauling until one ot 
you succumbs, 


Leaping Claws: The leaping attack can end with claws, either a single Swipe or a combination attack that has @ 
change to apply bleeding damage. Dodging early enough stops the leap from connecting 


Bleeding Claw Combos: After a leaping attack, a panther will usually rake you with fast strikes using its claws (usually 


\Sealthy and vicious, panthers leap and claw their foes 
‘one or two swipes), which inflicts heavy damage and can cause bleeding. This can be parried, but it is better to counter, 


after surprising them 
ots Dodging: Panthers can swiftly dodge your more measured or slow attacks, so don’t expect them to simply st there and 
take your blades. They also tend to retreat to set up for another leaping attack as combat progresses, 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


‘Loot: Mutagons, Monstor Claw, Monster Eye, Raw Meat 


Sub-Spocies or Named Variants: Panther, Guardian, 


Ervironments: Woods ane scruband across Toussaint Panthers are extremely nimble and quick, While on the prow in their native habitat, they can be dificult to 

Specie Encounter (Groups: The woods soutoast of spot When they attack, they become an incessant and furious flury of leaps and clawing that can be difficult 

| Getenser Fam Caroberta Woods) to block. Ths is a dangerous predator that is reckless in melee combat and won't stop untl itor its prey dies. 
1) VULNERABLE AGAINST Unlike other beasts, panthers rarely retreat from melee combat, except to sprint away and try for another 


leap. After coating your blade in Beast Oi, your best bet isto tackle panthers in the same way as you would a 

{el Eq ia EA Bais] particularly dangerous wot, in terms of using bombs, projectiles, and ranged Signs before combat becomes 
up-close and personal. Then dodge any leaps and clawing, and when the panther is pawing at you, dodge 
and strike back or counter. 


ny 


ENEMY ATTACKS E BAW di Hos 


Boars are able to maintain their speed throughout an entire fight; can knock down, surround and harass 
lesser warriors; and act more erratically than other beasts. 


Erratic Running: Boars won't usually make a direct line when charging toward you, but instead circle or weave around 
before charging with their tusks. They also like to “wing” you as they pass with their tusks, and continue to charge 
about, making them difficult to react to. Quen is useful protection under these circumstances. 


Charging Gore: Expect Boars to charge you from time to time, especially f you're preoccupied with one of their pack 
‘and don't notice another approaching swiftly. The subsequent strong tusk attack can knock you down. A swift dodge is 
necessary here. 


Hind Leg Stomp: if you're burning boars with Igni or projectiles, they tend to run in a circle in a highly-agitated manner, 
kicking their legs out. These hind-leg strikes also occur if you try and strike a boar from behind (after the beast usually 
rears up). Obviously, avoid bladed attacks to a boar's behind, and watch a squealing boar as it careens chaotically; 
dodge to avoid additional damage. 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Though they sometimes live alone, boars usually appear in small groups of three to five. This means you 
should treat them as a pack and prepare accordingly (by scanning your mini-map and the area using 
your Witcher Senses to ascertain where all the foes are). As they maintain their speed throughout an 
entire fight, and are difficult to predict (they run to and from you constantly), you must be cautious so 
you're not surprised by a charge and gore that knocks you down. Expect to be surrounded and harassed, 


Pos of aed ps act bot ceualy and aggrewe and 
prefer anos and prod beer curing thr eck 


‘Loot: Bon Pett, Boar Tusk, Raw Meat 
Sub-Specles or Named Variants: Boor, Wid Boar 


Environmants: Environments Found occasional in Velen, 
across Novigrad (particularly Gustfieks tortor), and in 
wooded areas of Toussaint 


‘Specific Encounter: The woods north of Brunwich 
(Gustfetds). 


Boars are susceptible to all Signs, bombs, and bolts. For those lacking finesse, you can quite easily 
VULNERABLE AGAINST single out a boar and concentrate on killing it with hammering light attacks, before moving onto the next 
in the pack. But the best idea is to approach a boar pack defensively (blocking and with Quen active), 
[) we A bq ig | locating and isolating one, and then stunning it (Aard or Axil is useful here) and/or attacking from the 
front or the side. if you're surrounded, utilize crowd-control tactics (stunning or slowing boars with your 
preferred Signs or bombs) before resuming the “isolate and slay” plan. 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


Bite and Leaping Bite: After emitting a snarl, a wolf will make a short leap and bite at you, or less of a leap and a 
‘simple bite if very close to you, just like a dog, though wolves tend to attack more frequently, Listen for this snarl, and 
‘simply dodge or roll (usually backward or to the side) to avoid the attack. Or parry the bite, 


Dodging: Wolves are more nimble than dogs, and can sometimes dadge one of your attacks, so don't expect evory strike 
{o hit home (unlike offensive strikes against dogs, which usually hit home every time). 


Circling: While one wolf launches biting attacks, others may tend to circle around you, before leaping in afterward, 
‘Simply keep an eye on all your foes, and block if you're worried about being struck. You can block even if the wolt's 
attack is to your side or rear. 


‘A Pack Mentality: Packs of up to eight wolves have been known to tear lesser warriors apart, as they work much more 
as a team, one wo biting before another, then another, keeping you on the defensive and attacking from all angles. 


Saarling furry beass that hunt i packs of up weigh, 
THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Wolves are pack predators. They coordinate with each other to surround their chosen prey. Beyond 
‘Loot: Woll Pelt, White Woll Pelt, Wolf Liver, Dog Tallow, the coordination, wolves are similar to dogs in how they attack. Search out wolves using your Witcher 
kiss! | Senses and “see” their sounds. Then attack first, before the wolves start to act as a pack. 
‘Sub-Species or Named Variants: Wargs, White Wolves. Wolves 


Pack leaders are typically the highest level wolt in a given pack, and are occasionally a warg as opposed 
Environments: Found across Skelig, Velen, and Toussant typically the hig given pat ly a warg as opp 


to a regular wolt. I's worth targeting this foe first, so you aren't bitten by one while concentrating on 
‘pectic Encounter (Groups): The his northeast of Ma other wolves, as the leader's attacks are more damaging. Other than inflicting more pain, wargs are no 
eee different to normal pack members. 

VULNERABLE AGAINST 


‘Another trick is to purposefully dodge and roll without using offense against multiple wolves, until they cluster together. Then quickly strike with Igni, setting 
all of them ablaze and stunning them; now mop up and deliver killing blows before they recover. 


Hf surrounded, lgni and Aard can drive off a pack, ifjust for a moment, allowing a Witcher some time to. |i) 
| recover Stamina or regain control ofa fight. lan is usually preferable, as although both Signs can stun 
multiple wolves, Igni damages them with fire as well 


The real trick to slaughtering wolves is to keep continuously moving; dodging and rolling in different directions before stepping in with a swift light strike or 
two, and moving again. 


Leshens are able to command wolf packs to aid them. Wolves summoned by leshens must still be fought with silver swords. 


CURSED ONES 


As befits the name, cursed ones are entities that have been transforms by magical means to take, by choice or not, an inhuman form. Their rarity compared to many 
other monsters (with the exception of the relatively common Archespores) may mean a Witcher is unprepared to face them. Do not make that mistake! 


A revolting, acid-apitting plant with root rendrily ther 


do more than couse ba 


Loot: Archesporo Juice, Inustd Dust, Monster Spore, Mutagen 


Sub-Spocies of Named Vartants: Archespore (yellow, green, 
back, al Wenticaly named, 


Environmonts: Viveyards, wooded areas. 


Specific Encounter: The exterior ofthe Mere: Lachaiselongue 
f} Cemetery 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


BAA 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


The Archespore is a stationary plant that can quickly submerge itself underground, before reappearing in| 
one of its predetermined “bulb” positions. It utilizes a combination of melee and range attacks. 


Archespore Varieties: Be aware of three variations of 
this plant monster: A yellow form with a single central 
stem that doesn't grow bulbs or move around, and 
remains stationary. A green form exists, which spawns 
upto three bulbs that it can maneuver between. A more 
dangerous black form has also been seen, which spawns 
‘up to five bulbs it can move between. 


Constant Vigilance: An Archespore is more instinctual 
than clever; it constantly rotates its maw-tike head 
toward you, so you're usually not able to stice it from the 
flank or rear 


Bulb Sprouting: The Archespore usually begins combat 
by sprouting up to five bulbs (depending on the variety), 
Which should be seen as “escape options” it can 
maneuver to. Slash them and then quickly move away. 


Bulb Maneuvering: Otherwise, the Archespore uses the 
bulbs to move between as combat continues, stopping 
you from slicing at the central stem, which is the only 
way to kill it 


Stalk Sweep (Melee): A wide arcing slash using the 
Archespore's whole body (two variations). Jump out of 
the way so you're not struck and possibly staggered. 


‘Maw Attack (Melee): The plant's central maw Is used to 
bite and strike you (three variations). This can be parried 
or dodged. 


‘Acid Spit (Ranged): A medium to far-ranged attack, & 
stream of disgusting acidic spitte fies from the central 
‘maw. It ean damage and poison you if it connects, #6 
watch for the plant moving its head back before spitting 
‘and dodge. 


Countorattack: If you succeed in striking the main 
stem of an Archespore three times, it quickly buries into 
the ground and the bull it protruded from explodes, 
damaging you. Back off after three strikes to avoid this 


Suicide Bulb: The plant spawns between three and five 

bulbs around you which explode shortly afterward. Using 
Quen oF rolling away from the bulbs lessens any damage 
you may receive, 


Hiding Underground: With the exception of Aard, if you 
strike it with any Sign it burrows underground for a few 
moments and cannot be hit. Then it appears from one of 
{ts bulbs and continues combat. 


Resistances: The Archespore is resistant to both poison 
and bleeding damage. 


The Archespore is a large, mutated plant, able to inflict both melee (bud stem) and ranged (acid spit) attacks. Though unable to move over ground, it 
changes position by using bulb-like ground blossoms and moves between each of them. f necessary, the Archespore can grow bulbs to either increase its 


moving capabilities or to damage you. 


The most competent way to rid the general area of this mouthy plant pest is to destroy the bulbs spawned around the main plant stalk, This limits the plant’s 


movement possibilities so you can more easily finish it off. Signs are less powerful than you might think, as all but Aard cause it to burrow underground, 


Bersethers (shown in their beastly form) are known 
in Skellige legends os men who transform jako bears 
when overwhelmed by bore rage 


VULNERABLE AG 


INST 


ALL 


preventing follow-up blade attacks, Therefore, it is useful to use Aard to stun it, then slice the stalk up. 


Loot: Bear Fat, Berserker Pit, Raw Meat 
‘Sub-Species or Named Variants: Berserk. 
Environments: Skelge, Viduars' Vilage (Fora) 


Specific Encounter (Groups): Ouring Main Quest: King’s 
‘Gambit (see page 232) 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


‘Human Form: Expect all the attacks and defensive 
postures that a cunning bandit leader would possess. 
Berserker Boar Form: Prepare fora larger, and 
more ferocious bear combat once a Berserker has 
transformed. All bear attacks are the same. 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Aberserker begins as a human, Consult the 
section of the Bestiary devoted to Humans and 
Nonhumans (page 717), view the weaponry the 
berserker is carrying, and employ any and all 
tactics for defeating these foes as if they were 
a toughened bandit leader. Steel swords and 
Hanged Man's Venom do well against them, and 
any tactics learned from fighting other humans. 
will serve you well here. 


itis when they change into thelr berserker bear 
form that a silver sword, tainted with cursed 
ol, will show its worth, Be certain you read up 
on Bear combat (see page 718), as outside of 
anatomical differences, a berserker's bear form 
can be treated like fighting a real bear, save 
that these beasts are much tougher and more 
relentless. If you've invested in improving your 
Igni Sign, this is where the Melt Armor ability 
can really show its value, Be sure to slot it into 
play before encountering a Berserker. 


EE 


722 


Perhaps che most repubive cecrure ever me, born off 
dor, wanted babies docunded without « peuper bur 
their unformed fled is nested with bow, far, and matic 


‘Loot: Necrophage Skin, Rotting Meat 
‘Sub-Species or Named Variants: Botchling, Lubberkin 
Environments: The fortified sotlement of Crow's Perch, 


‘Specific Encounter; Crow’s Purch (Velen) during Main Quest 
Family Mattors (see page 159) 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


“et 


WG : 
Croorures with bor men aod wolves inside of thee, ard 
taking the worst imate of each. Beware the full moca! 
“a 


‘Loot: Werowoll Pet, Worewolt Salva, Werewol! Mutagen 


‘Sub-Spocies or Named Variants: King ofthe Wolves, 
Worowot, Uthedin 


Environments (Werewolves): Found in Velen and Skaige 
typically in dark, secluded areas. Most active and dangerous 
at night during a full moon, 


‘Specie Encounter (uthadinn): During Secondary Quest: in 
Woi's Clothing (see page 423), 


Specific Encounter (Werewolves): Prowing near the Ancient 
(Oak, near Crookback Bog (Velen), 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


Transformed Form: Assuming you choose to kill this creature, the Botchling transforms into a slavering beast not 
Unlike a Ghoul or Alghoul. You would be wise to study the attack patterns of both these Necrophages, as these are the 
attacks the Botchling engages in. 


Throughout the fight at Crow's Perch, wraiths also appear to complicate matters, and you are wise 
to prepare for this fight by reading up on their (quite different) combat tactics to ensure you're not 
overwhelmed. 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Your chance to fight this lamentable and gruesome creature comes while helping the Bloody Baron deal 
with his family matters. if saving the Botchiing isn't what you deem appropriate, you have two courses 
of action: You can either attempt to kill the Botchiing immediately (starting a fight), or you can use Aard 
‘to knock the Baron over while he carries the monster. 


Should you choose to kill it and draw its blood, be prepared; it changes to a ghoulish appearance, and 
fights with similar ferocity. Watch it closely and be prepared to parry and counter any of its claw swipes 
(and utilize the Ghoul combat on page 739 of this Bestiary). 


‘As you deal damage to it, the Botchling becomes enraged, growing spines similar to those of an Alghoul 
(see page 737 of this Bestiary). During this time, the Botching begins to regenerate at an alarming rate, 
and the spikes harm you should you attempt to strike with swords. 


The Botchling is weak when Axil is cast: Use this weakness to pacify the monster, so its spines retract 
and it is kept in place while you circle around it to deliver punishing sword strikes (or Sign attacks if you 
wish). Axil also cuts off the rapid regeneration, enabling a reasonably straightforward takedown, 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


These hairy, bipedal beasts have large claws, ferocious teeth, and extreme speed, Ulfhedinn are a breed 
of Werewolf found mainly in Skellige, and aside from being stronger than their continental brethren, an 
Ulfhedinn shares all combat traits of a normal Werewolf. 


Lunging Claw Strike: Should the Werewolf wish to close the gap, it leaps from the ground in your general direction, 
fanding with a huge and vicious clawing swipe. Dodge this to avoid being struck and possibly stunned; watch and 
dodge just as the Werewolt’s feet leave the ground, or as soon after as possible. Dodging away, diagonally backward 
‘ives you the distance you need to avoid the landing and swipe. 


Clawing and Double Clawing: At close and melee distances, the Werewolf tends to stand and swipe with his powerful 
‘claw. Or, he raises up both arms, and brings them down vertically with a double clawing move that is both highly- 
damaging and can stagger you, causing bleeding. Another timed dodge is required, usually when you see his arm (or 
both arms) raised up before the strike. There is a tiny opportunity to retaliate with your blades just after either claw 
attack, as the Werewolf recovers. 


Bite Attack: After dropping to all-fours, the Werewolt launches a highly-damaging biting lunge. Look for the change in 
stance, then dodge as soon as you see ail four claws on the ground to avold being struck. 


Regeneration: As combat continues, a Werewolf is able to regenerate vitality back, increasing the need to interrupt this 
and dish damage, so you aren’t fighting a foe that continuously heals! 


Near-Death Ferocity (Uithedinn): Near death, the Ulthedinn becomes extremely dangerous, striking with 
increased strength 


‘Summoning Wolves: Werewolves also have the ability to summon Wolves, so prepare for combat with these beasts 
should you spat them arriving during a battle 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


These breeds of cursed ones are some of the fastest and most lethal. They can leap great distances at 
such speeds that it can be a challenge defending against them. Watch for the dual overhand claw swipe; 


it cannot be parried and causes grievous wounds and bleeding. Counterattacks against a Werewolf or Ulfhedinn can be difficult to time. It is best to use 


dodging footwork and evade them instead of parrying. 
Yeden is of great use in avoiding their attacks, though their speed sometimes means they miss your circle of slowdown. Instead, employ Quen to shrug off 


the first attack a Werewolf inflicts; they are fast enough that you may not be able to parry or time attacks without being struck. Another good tactic is to cast 
Quen, and as soon as a Werewolf claws at you and Quen pushes the beast back, retaliate with two or three fast attacks, possibly followed by an expertly 


timed Rend. 


When possible, use Igni. Setting these foes aflame can force Werewolves to stay stil long enough to score more vicious strikes (hopefully with critical hits) 
usually on their flanks. Fire, bleeding, and poison effects can be used to slow the regeneration of these creatures. 


Avoid fighting Werewolves in tight spaces if at all possible, since the speed of their assault can quickly overwhelm even highly skilled warriors. Werewolves 
have incredible reach, and you want to have the room to work with while fighting them, Explosive bolts for a crossbow can be useful for inflicting fire 
damage at greater range, should the Werewolf be at a distance. He won't be for long, though! 


DRACONIDS 

The very mention of a dragon is enough to send a shiver of fear through even the most experienced Witchers. True dragons, however, are rarely seen these days, driven off by 
wars or slain by the mass-hunts of the past. It does not stop villagers trom claiming that every small draconid they see is a dragon, though. Additionally, the ferocity of a basilisk or 
Forktail are no less threatening to human lives, for there is a good reason why Witcher Contracts for these monsters’ heads are written, and why Witchers are sought to claim them. 


ENEMY ATTACKS 
The Silver Basilisk (known as locaste), is a toughened variant of the usual Basilisk you encounter (though 


A Raab ptr veo i ten, weokentny armor and 
‘esi damage overtime The Golden Oriol poi ix ese 


Loot: Basilisk Plate, Basilisk Venom, Dragon Scales, Basilisk 
Mutagen 


Sub-Specie of Named Vartan: Basisk, locaste (Sve Basch) 
Environments: Basiisks dwell within dark and dam locations 


you have additional support from Crinfrid Reavers during this quest. 


Flying Talon Grab: While airborne, or after leaping 

Into the air, Basilisks may attempt to land devastating 
overhead blows with their claws. These can be parried 
or quickly dodged; rolling is preferable as you duck away 
from the outstretched claws. 


‘A Rough Landing: The Basilisk drops down with a heavy 
thud onto the ground, which can stagger you. Rolling 

‘0 dodging to the side, timing this so you can rol into 
the beast's flank to inflict sword damage afterward, is a 
good plan. 


‘Wing Swipe (Left or Right): Basilisks are skilled at 
Using their wing and foot talons in a fashion similar 


to Cockatrices; sweeping them with hard-hitting claw 
attacks in either direction, which can cover a huge 
distance if necessary, and can stun you, Having Quen 
active to absorb such a strike, or rolling under the 
‘wings to the torso of the draconid to inflict damage is 
worth planning for. They have been observed to react 
to Witchers in combat by partying sword strikes with 
their wings. 


‘Spithall; A Basilisk can leap into the air, hover 
‘momentarily, and spit acid at their opponents from above. 
This action happens extremely quickly, and a Witcher 
should always watch for it, and dodge or roll to the side 
just as you see the Basilisk start to hover. 


‘ala, caves, and city sewers tend tobe their pefered places. 


Specific Encounter (Basilisk: The marshland north of White 
Engl Fort (Treasure Hunt: Dowry, se page 555), 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Despite appearances, Basilisks are highly vulnerable to Igni, or other means of fire-starting, such as the 
Dancing Star bombs. A well-timed Dancing Star or igni burst can not only bring down a Basilisk from 
the sky, but the beast will be so pre-occupied from being set ablaze that it has difficulty defending itself, 
This is usually better than aiming a crossbow at it, as (though effective) you run a greater risk of being 
struck by its poisonous projectile attack. An automatically-aimed crossbow bolt, just as the Basilisk 
swoops in toward you, is usually easier to hit with compared to manually aiming at greater distances. 


Speci Encounter (Siver Basiish): Tho scrubland west 
1 Trading Post, Toussaint (Secondary Quest: Mutual ot 
‘Boauctairs Wid Kingdom, see page 536). 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 
2 e 6 : A A Otherwise, using Quen (particularly Active Shield) to wound a Basilisk and cause it to land, and then 
performing a variety of quick rolling and slicing fast attacks to the beasts flanks, as well as stunning it 
temporarily with Aard, are all good choices, 


ENEMY ATTACKS 
The named Cockatrice (known as Shrieken), is a toughened variant of the usual Cockatrice you encounter. 


Wing Swipe (Left or Right): Unlike the Basilisk, the 
Cockatrice has no projectile spit, but does hae more ski 
at using its wings and feet talons in a sweeping and hard 
biting claw attack in elther direction, which can cover a huge 
distance i necessary, and can stun you. Infact, Cockatrices 
‘seem to favor ground combat over airbome attacks, Having. 
(Quen active to absorb such a strike, or rolling under the 
‘Wings tothe torso of the draconid to inflict damage is worth 
planning for. They have been observed to react to Witchers in 
‘combat by parrying sword strikes with their wings. 


Flying Talon Grabs While arbor, o after leaping into the 
air, a Cockatrice may attempt to land devastating overhead 
blows with ther claws. These can be parred or quickly 
dorige; ring is preferable as you duck away from the 
outstretched claws. 


‘A Rough Landing: The Cockatrice drops dowm with a heavy 
thud onto the ground, which can stagger you. Roling or 
‘dodging tothe side, timing ths so you can rol into the beas's 
flank to inflict sword damage afterward, s 2 good plan. 


Of all the fearsome flying foes, none ore ax 
comfortable on the ground at the Cockotrice 


‘Loot: Cockatrice Maw, Cockatrice Egg, Raw Meat, 
Cockatrice Mutagen 


Sub-Species or Named Variants: Cockatrico, Strieker 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Cockatrices fight aggressively once a battle has begun. Take advantage of this aggression and ground 
them with Aard or Grapeshot. A crossbow can also bring them down to earth should they attempt to fly, 
} but unlike a Basilisk or Grin, Cockatrces tend to favor fighting on land 


A Cockatrice strikes with talon on its wings and feet, and its razor-sharp beak and tall tip. These blows 
almost always target vital regions on a victim, causing massive bleeding. A Witcher should have the 
‘Swallow potion on hand to counteract any wounds sustained in this manner. 


‘Always try to flank a Cockatrice. Being in front of it exposes you to its beak and talons. It is possible, with 

excellent timing, to counter-attack blows from the wing talons or even from the beak, but you put yourself in 

VULNERABLE AGAESSE grave danger when attempting this, without proper defensive protection. Add Quen while attacking the flanks |) 
or rear (usually after rolling out of the way as it lands), and really hammer your sword into this beast as often i 


eee or eeriniii ccc acteeraemcnamenso 


When grounded, a Cockatrice will try to remain close to its prey. Should you try to escape on foot, a Cockatrice can leap astonishing distances to tackle you, 
Another combat option is to employ Roach, and fight Cockatrices on horseback. Providing Roach doesn't become too frightened and throw you off, you can 
gallop at a Cockatrice, swing at it, and speed off, before repeating the plan. 723 


Environments: Cockatrices prefer hiding ln caves and 
‘bandoned structures to rest and recuperate, but are 
aggressive hunters, seeking prey caught in open fields 


Specific Encounter: The sheep pasture land east of Cavern, 
J and west of Yantra, in Gusti territory 


‘Specific Encounter (Shrieker): Secondary Quest: Shrieker 
J) (see page 515) 


As one might expect fot the nam, Forks employ 
‘thie hange whipping mais ro deol effec in combat. 


Loot Fh Mutagen, Fil Pte, Organ Soaks, Raw Meat 
Sub-Species or Named Variants: Forktail, Dragon of Fyresdal 


Environments: The wilderness of Velen and Sketige provide 
‘Adequate hunting grounds for these creature. Vitagers fear 
the presence of Forktais 1s far inland as White Orchard. 
‘Their nests are found in secluded areas. ovetooking their 
hunting terry, and resamble abies nest though larger and 
accompanied bythe occasional remains of humans or cattle. 


Specie Encounter: Tho Guarded Treasure along the ver, 
‘northeast of Boatmaker’s Hut (Velen). 


‘Spocifie Encounter (The Dragon of Fyresdal): Secondary 
‘Quest: Dragon (see page 527). 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


‘The mooghest of al the droconid, fe this firs bresthing 
dra int eye otop the ein af Fort User 


‘Loot: Great Glyph of lon, Monster Wing, Red Mutagens. 
Dragon Scale 


‘SubySpecies or Named Variants: Siyzard, Female Syzard 


Ervroniments: Only ane nesting pair of Slyzars has been 
Spotted, atop the Fort sar Ruins in eastem Toussaint 


Specific Encounter: Contract: Bovine Biues (see page 542) 


) VULNERABLE AGAINST 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


‘A Rough Landing: The Forktail drops down with a heavy 
thud onto the ground, which can stagger you. Roling or 
<origing tothe side, timing this so you can rol into the beast’s 
flank to inflict sword damage afterward, is @ good plan. 


‘Charging Headbut: After landing, and at medium or 
‘close distances, the Forktail sometimes executes a quick 
charge, leading with its head. This can knock you back and 
‘Sometimes off your feet. tis retatvely easy to dodge around it 


Rearing Bite: While close or in melee range and on the 
‘ground, the Forktail rears up slightly, before clamping its 
mouth down and snapping at you. This can sometimes 
stagger, and partying or dodging prevents you from 
being wounded 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


‘As with many other draconid fights, judicious use of Quen before wading into attack a downed Forktail, / 


The named Forktail (known as The Dragon of Fyresdal), is a toughened variant of the usual Forktail you encounter, 


Like other draconids, the Forktail is a capable flyer. Bring it down to the ground with crossbow bolts 
or Grapeshot to start the real fight. Forktalls are as aggressive as any Wyvern, making use of their foot 
talons to slash and kick at unfortunates they're hunting down. 


Leaping Talons: While in the ait, but also sometimes on 
the ground, the Forktail launches forward and rakes you 
with its terible talons. Avoid or parry this. 


Tail Whip: Known for its prehensile tail, a Forktall can 
Whip it around and batter you with it, which has a chance 
at poisoning you. Avoiding this by defending with Quen 
and fast dodging or rolls between sword strikes is the 
key to success here, The tail-tip stingers of a Forktail are 
highly poisonous, and as such, Golden Oriole is essential, 
Forktats wil aggressively employ thelr tails in combat, 
and the only recourse is to simply evade these strikes, 


and then attempting some deft dodging to the flank before slicing with quick attacks and retreating 
again, is the best way to whittle down a Forktail’s vitality. The main difference between this and other 
draconid battles is the Forktail's namesake attack; the whipping tail strike usually allows you to reach its 
flank and rear more quickly than with other draconids, though the tail swipe is highly dangerous, 


Proper dodging can not only evade a tail swipe, but place you in a perfect position to strike at a Forktail’s 
‘vulnerable rear or flanks. But don't be so preoccupied with the tail of a Forktail that you neglect to attack its 
head. Bites trom a Forktail come at near-lightning speeds, but they can be parried or even countered, 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


Main Maneuvers and Charging Headbutt The Slyzard 
mainly uses fight to cose the distance between itself and you; 
expect most attacks to occur onthe ground. When at middle 
‘ange or cose to you, the Slyzard sometimes executes a quick 
charge, leading with its head. This can knock you back and 
sometimes off your feet. It is relatively easy to dodge around it. 


Fire Breath (Airbome): After its mouth fights up with heat 
that can melt metal, thes to middie or close distances, lets 
forth a belching arb of flame, siting this highly-damaging and 
Mammable attack in your general drecton. This ominous and 
‘dangerous projectile fs shot while airborne; look for this, and 
time your dodge immediately afterward, 


Flying Talon Grab (Airborne): Siyzards may attempt to land 
devastating overhead blows wth ther laws. These can be 

‘quickly dodged; ring is preferable as you duck away from 
the outstretched caws, 


Fire Breath (Ground): Look for fire in the mouth of the 
‘Slyzard when it lands; this can also occur at cose range 
while engaging the beast in melee combat. can severely 
‘ast you (with buming damage that hurts you aftr the 
intial fir), so once again, watch forthe build-up offre in 
the mouth of the Slyzard, and dodge around it so you're not 
caught in the blaze. 


‘Scream ot Hot Air (Ground): While the Siyzard builds 
Lup its fire to breathe on you again, it.can strike you with a 
‘screaming hot air attack. This can stagger you, ater which it 
tends to bite or scrape at you with its talons or use its tail 
whip or headbut, if you are farther away, Dodge or rll to 
the side to avoid this scream. 


Rearing Bite (Ground): While cose orn melee range and on 
the ground, the Styzard rears up slightly, before clamping its 
‘mouth down and snapping at you. Ths can sometimes stagger, 
‘are paying or dodging prevents you from being wounded 


Leaping Talons (Ground); While in the air, but also 
sometimes on the ground, the Slyzard launches forward afd 
rakes you wit its terrible talons. Avoid or parry this, 


Tall Whip (Ground): Though not as deadly asa Foetal, the 
‘Styzard has a tail whipping attack that cannot be parried, and 
this follows its Scream attack it you're cose enough. Otherwise, 
the Scream is followed by a charge and rearing bite 


Resistances and Defense: Slyzards are resistance to both 
buming and freezing attacks, It also tends to take to the sky 
10 avoid your melee attacks. 


An almost-white colored aggressive draconid, sometimes mistaken for a dragon, this beast favors close-range combat where it can unleash its powerful 
fire breath and screaming attacks that can stun you, creating an opening for its unstoppable tail attack. When it takes to the skies, it tends to swoop in and 
belch fireballs from above. Think of the Slyzard as a more potent Forktail or Wyvern, but quicker and more aggressive. 


The most fearsome of draconids (and the fact you must defeat two of these foes at once) means extra caution is required when facing a Slyzard. Begin by 
employing Aard or Grapeshots to down the Slyzard, so you need not worry about being bombarded by fire from above. Aard is great for confusing a Slyzard 
long enough to roll in and strike; dodging and counter-attacking any bites and then flanking and striking before retreating again is the order of combat here. 
Apply an initial protective Quen shield about you to absorb the first attack of the beast and interrupt both the fire and scream-based attacks with Aard, 


With encemens 


Cockatice, Wyvern oe soa 


Loot: Wyvern Egg, Wve Plate, Dragon Scales, Wyvern Mutagen 
Sub-Specias or Named Variants: Wyvern, Royal Wyvern 


Environment: Nesting Wyvern Ne been spotted across 
olen, though these beasts are highly adaptae, ak! hve been 
fight ncross the entre Continent, and the Skotos. 


‘Spode Encounter: The lighthouse at Lomruk, i northwest Velen 


fc Encounter (Royal Wyvern): Secondary Ouest 
Phantown ofthe Trade Route (seo page 614). 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


The larger specimen (known as The Royal Wyvern), is a toughened variant of the usual Wyvern you 
encounter, during Secondary Quest: Phantom of the Trade Route (see page 514). In addition, a regular 
Wyvern is hunted during Contract: Patrol Gone Missing (see page 513). 


A Rough Landing: The Wyvern drops down with a heavy thud onto the ground, which can stagger you. Raling or dodging tothe 
‘ido, timing this so you can rol into the beasts flank to inflict sword damage afterward, is @ good plan. 


Charging Headbutt: After landing, and at medium or close distances, the Wyvem sometimes executes a quick charge, leading, 
\with its head. This can knock you back and sometimes off your feet. tis relatively easy to dodge around it. 


Rearing Bite: Whe close or in melee range and on the ground, the Wyvern rears up slighty, belore clamping its mouth down and 
snapping at you. This can sometimes stagger, and paying or dodging prevents you from being wounded, 


Leaping Talons: While in the air, but also sometimes on the ground, the Wyvern launches forward and rakes you with its terible 
talons. Avoid or parry this. 


SSpitball:A Wyvern can spit acid at thelr opponents from above, or usualy from a distance while prowling onthe ground, This 
‘action happens extremely quickly, and a Witcher should always watch for it, and dodge or roll o the side just as you see the 
Baslsk start to cough up this poisonous attack, 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


\Wyems are especially venomous, able to spit poison at their prey, or directly inject it from their tals. Golden 
Oriole potions are a must. Wyvern fly around their prey, well outside of crossbow range, before swooping in at 
(reat speeds to attempt clawing their target. Even a Witcher cannot stand their ground against that. It is best 
to get out of the way, though bolder Witchers can actually score crossbow hits as the Wyvern draws near, 


‘Aard and Grapeshot can bring an airbome Wyvern to the ground (use these attacks just as the Wyvern begins 
to swoop it to strike you). Wyverns are tough enough to resist bolts from a crossbow, but more lethal munitions 
can stil force the beast from the sky. After downing a Wyvern, additional grapeshots can stun this foe, allowing 
you to pile on the damage as the beast recovers. Such atfacks should obviously occur at range. I you find a 


Wyvern Is reeling from a bomb strike, you may find running in and casting Yrden to siow it down, before hammering home some sword slashes, is a good tactic, 


(On the ground, a Wyvern prefers to strike with the talons on its feet, ts tooth- filed maw, and its tal. I is possible to parry and counter-attack bites, but the consequences 
for bad timing are high. A better plan isto cast Quen, and wade into melee range; asthe Wyvern slashes or bites you and Quen protects you, staggering the beast, press 
homme with additional slashes, Also try to rol to the flanks or tall area and stash one or two more times before retreating out of its attack range (employing similar tactics to 
those if attacking a bear. Strong attacks are best timed when the Wyvern is reeling from a bomb explosion, or after it finishes an attack and is recovering. 


ELEMENTA 
Elementa can be described as representatives ofthe raw, mystical power of the elements, given purpase or sentience, Some of these beings may be better described as the 
mistakes of prideful men, with more power and knowledge than sense. Elementa are some of the rarest monsters a Witcher can be expected to face, and among the most deadly 


—— 


A foursome spit of the ait a 


Loot: None 


‘Sub-Species or Named Variants: Djinn 


Environments: On the icy vessel of Amos var Ypsis, during 
the quest. 

Specific Encounter: Secondary Quest: The Last Wish (see 
page 228) 

VULNERABLE AGAINST 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


The Djinn is a powerful air spirit; a condensation of the power of that element endowed with consciousness 
and character; the latter usually nasty. Only one Djinn has been ever spotted in the Northern Realms, 


Teleport: It you attempt to maneuver towards it, the Djinn enjoys teleporting around the ship's deck so you're further 
‘damaged as you try to reach it. Keep to the middle of the deck so the Djinn's teleport doesn’t move as tar, and use Active. 
‘Quen (or calm the Djinn with Aard or Igni) as you approach, 


Electrical Pulse: A swift burst of white energy, sometimes with a crackle of electrical discharge, sends you staggering 
backward. Push on regardless, or step behind the mast so you aren't struck by this. 


Joe Shands: Sharp cy projectiles are conjure and thrown in your gener ection. Doge them or use active Quen 16 absorb them, 


Lightning Bolts: A nasty blast of lightning crackles in one strong arc, or in multiple directions around the Djinn’ orb. Use 
Quen to absorb the damage and quickly move in to strike, as the Djinn is temporarily prone alter this attack, 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Fighting a Djinn is about working quickly, and not something you should attempt without good cause, or 
good pay. If you must face a Djinn, Dimeritium Bombs are too useful to go without, giving you the chance 
to close the distance without being frozen, burned, or electrocuted before you can get close. 


Djinn can teleport short distances to escape harm, even after being affected by Dimeritium Bombs. You 
must be able to quickly react to this and continue to pressure the Djinn, using additional Dimeritium, 
Bombs as necessary to continue suppressing spells. 


The closer a Djinn is to death or capture, the more dangerous it becomes. The massive area of effect 


spells it can cast come faster, and it may teleport more often the more desperate it becomes. Aard and 
Igni signs empower a Djinn and greatly calm it down and make it easier to combat. Another excellent 


plan is to withstand the attacks it conjures using Quen's active shield, before rolling in, usually behind the floating face of the Djinn, striking it three times, 
and retreating again. Attacking just after the electrical storm starts to dissipate is a good plan. Also use the ship's mast for cover, moving so the mast \s 
between you and the Djinn so the ship absorbs some of the attacks, 
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The pking anf sng the eee Bemmemsy of 
{arth Blmonth, are the damage it couse with i fas of 
ewe, eke this moved @ fying poongret bo fave 


Loot: Mutagens, Elemienta Essence, Glyphs, Infused Shard, 
Fith Essence 


‘Sub-Specios or Named Varlants: Earth Elemental. Therazano 


Environments: Usualy n magica traps; places such as lang, 
abandoned runs, of former research laboratories once home 
to powerful sorcerers, 


Specific Encounter: Ruined Tower (Signpost in Crookback Marah 


|. Specific Encountr (Mheruzane): Secondary Quest: Doors 
Stamming Shut (see page 521), 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


ae | 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


‘The named Earth Elemental (known as Therazane), is a toughened variant of the usual Earth Elemental 


you encounter. 


‘but is otherwise identical in terms of its attacks. 


Bellow If an Earth Elemental sees you, or you've done 
‘something particularly unpleasant to it, the behemoth 

‘bellows its tack of pleasure at your antics. This has no 
effect on combat, unless you're mentally unprepared for 
such a sound. 


Ground Pound (Single or Double Fist): tan Earth 
Elemental jumps off the ground, move away as quickly as 
possible. The resulting shockwave knocks down any nearby 
Victims in a large circle around the behemoth. Retreat! 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Earth Elementals are constructed from mud, clay, sand and rock fused together with magic. While 
‘seemingly slow and ponderous, these creatures are exceptionally dangerous, and can withstand 
tremendous punishment. Therazane is a toughened variant of the usual Earth Elemental you encounter, 


Ground Stomp (Shockwave): You should be alert for 
lementals to raise a foot high off the ground. What follows 
|s @ powerful ground stomp that sends a wave of rock 
piercing through the earth in a ine before the Elemental, 
Dodge or roll to avoid being caught in this shockwave, 


Rock Fist Swipes (Left and Right): Sometimes 
accompanied with a glowing yellow around each fist, the 
Earth Elemental loves to swing using either arm, hoping 

to connect. Dodging around or backing up avolds such a 
siike, which is seriously damaging if it connects. 


Resistances: The Earth Elemental is resistant to poison 
‘and bleeding, 


Earth Elementals are a test of strength and endurance, Even with a sliver sword coated in elementa oll, 
Earth Elementals can resist impressive amounts of punishment before crumbling, while being able to 
dish out frighteningly powerful blows with their fists. Dimeritium Bombs make these Elementals more 
susceptible to harm. They do not make them less dangerous. Strike once, twice if you judge it safe, then 
toll out of the way of an inevitable counterattack. Use heavy attacks for better damage output. 


Though itis relatively easy to whittle down an Earth Elemental’s vitality from a distance, increase your chances of success by employing Yrden. The hammer 
blows delivered by an Earth Elemental’s fist can be avoided more easily using this Sign, and the Magic Trap abilty allows you to damage this slow-moving foe 
itis caught in your circular trap, and zapped by your ongoing magic. Its also possible to actually stagger an Earth Elemental with Aard, after which a dash in 


and strike before retreating is called for. 


A fore of five and fary that reaces srry i ts 
‘at 1 ashes in the hbk ef an eye. Rates does ace 
touch i, and it does ove blow 


‘Loot Golom newt, Elemente essence. Runestones,intised shard | 
‘Sub-Specles or Named Variants: Fie Elemental 


Environments: Found in magical rus, Mages have ted to 
croate and control Fre Elemental, and often tied. 


Specific Encounter: Within the rans of Et Tair (Signo) 
in Gustields. 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


SesA | 


ENEMY ATTAC! 


Ground Pound (Single or Double): if a Fire Elemental 
Jumps off the ground, move away as quickly as possible, 
The resulting circie of fie knocks down any nearby 
Victims in a large wave around the behemoth. Retreat! 


Fire Balt: During a particularly potent strike, a Fire Elemental 
‘Sometimes lets loose a large ball of fire in your direction, 
which should be dodged or rolled away from. 


Ground Stomp (Fire Wall): You should be alert for 
lementals to raise a fot high off the ground. What folows 
{a powerful ground stomp that sends a wave of fie racing 
‘along the ground ins line before the Elemental. Dodge of roll 
{to avoid being caught in this wall of fie. 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Fire Elementals employ similar abilities to an Earth Elemental, with the key difference that fire enhances 
and empowers them, Being harmed by a Fire Elemental has effects beyond the immediate harm 
sustained, since they can light clothes and armor on fire. 


Fire is the most destructive of the elements, thus the aggressive lethality of the creature that embodies 
its essence should come as no surprise. Fire Elementals are forged in complicated. magic rituals for one 
purpose—destruction. And they pursue this with murderous determination, 


Flame Fist Swipes (Left and Right): With a blaze offre 
‘accompanying each swing, the Fire Elemental loves to swipe 
‘using either arm, hoping to connect. Dodging around or 
backing up avoids such a strike, which is seriously damaging 
(and inflicts additonal ongoing fire damage) iit connects, 


Resistance’: The Fire Elemental is resistant to poison ad 
bleeding, and in particular igni and any fre attacks (ont 

‘Weapons, bombs or bolts); these should not be employed 

under any circumstances. 


‘Simply drawing close to a Fire Elemental is dangerous, due to the intense heat they constantly generate. 
The flames can be temporarily extinguished by Aard. Avoid Igni at all costs, this only empowers a Fire 


Elemental and re-ignites its flames. 


Northern Wind bombs are highly effective, freezing the Elemental in place. Dimeritium Bombs are also 
excellent to employ as they can prevent it from using certain attacks. Otherwise, use heavy attacks to 


quicken the ultimate destruction of the Elemental. 


ee a Se 


Hard os permafrost, deprived of veaitive organs, and 
ified with incredible smengeh, these are mindless, 


booe-cruthing autamarons and cold os Ke 


Loot: None 
‘Sub-Species or Named Variants: Ice Elemental 


Environments: Summoned by powerful sorcarers in combat, 
though some have been sighted in Skobigo. 


Specific Encounter: The watchtower northeast of Rope 
(with Gargoyles), on Ard Ske 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


Those who do not sake fright atthe sight of these 
horned and winged osonstosities anv die shorty 
therwafer, tora wo shreds By stony claws 


‘Loot: Gargoyle heat, Gargoyle dust, Elemental essence, 
runestones 


‘Sub-Specles or Named Variants: Gargoyles 


Environments: Abandoned ruins and castes; beware of 
statues that allow you to move in cose before they tack. 


Specific Encounter: The watchtower northeast of Rogne 
(with Ie Elemental) on Ard Skebig, 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


sayR 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


‘Amass of trazen water animated by magic. Derived of consciousness or independent wil this is boundlessly 
‘obedient to the orders of the mage who created it. These orders usually contain but one syllable—kill, 


Bellow: If an Ice Elemental sees you, or you've chipped away at its frazen exterior without its approval, the oversized 
ice cube bellows its lack of pleasure at your antics, This has no effect on combat, unless you're mentally unprepared 
for such a sound. 


Ground Pound (Single or Double Fist) an le Elemental jumps off the ground, move away as quickly as possible The resulting 
shockwave knocks down any nearby victims ina large circe around the behemoth. Retreat! 


Ground Stomp (Shockwave): You should be alert for Elementals to raise a foot high off the ground. What follows is a 
‘powerful ground stomp that sends a wave of icy rock piercing through the earth in a line before the Elemental, Dodge 
‘or rol to avoid being caught in this shockwave. 


{ce Fist Swipes (Left and Right): Sometimes accompanied with a white glow around each fist, the Earth Elemental 
loves to swing using either arm, hoping to connect. Dodging around or backing up avoids such a strike, which is 
seriously damaging i it connects 


Resistances: The Ice Elemental is resistant to poison and bleeding, 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Ice Elementals fight similarly to Earth Elementals. They can strike with their massive fists, stomp on 

the ground to knock over their targets, or send a ripple of ice carving through the terrain at their foes. 

{As with other Elementals, avoid attacking the Elemental from the front if you can, dodge its attacks as 
they cannot be parried, and make extensive use of Yrden to slow it down (particularly Magic Trap). Cast 
Quen too, so that first strike they employ is absorbed, as this foe strikes infrequently, but hits hard. Don't 
forget a Witcher's best chance is to toss a Dimeritium bomb; shrapnel made of this metal interferes with 
the workings of the spell that gives this creature life. 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


Gargoyles are stone statues brought to life by magic In order to guard mages’ laboratories and lairs from intruders, 
‘They are usually sow-maving on the ground, but take to the air and slam down onto the earth with amazing speed. 


Flying Drop: The Gargoyle takes off into the skies, too quick to track, and slams down on the ground near you (or on top 
of you), stunning you as well as inflicting damage. An evasive roll as far from the position you wore standing In before the 
‘monster took off enables you to dodge this potentially stunning strike 


Rock Throwing: Grabbing large, head-sized rocks and lobbing them with fast and accurate lobs, a Gargoyle can stun 
Yyou with this projectile attack. Keep an eye on Gargoyles for just this reason (or keep constantly moving and! dodging) 
‘$0 you aren't struck, wounded, and stunned. 


Poison Breath: Do not linger in front of a Gargoyle for long, as they usually counter overly aggressive Witchers with a 
belch from their mouths, a fetid cloud that can cause po'son damage over time. Don't be greedy with your strikes, and 
back up or dodge when you see the Gargoyle's mouth open, ready to spew. 


Ground Stomp (Shockwave): You should be alert for Gargoyles to raise a foot high off the ground. What follows is a 
powerful ground stomp that sends a wave of energy around the monster in a circle. Get caught in this and expect to be 
stunned. Dodge or rol to avoid being hit by this shockwave. 


Fist Swipes (Left and Right): Gargoyles swing using either arm, hoping to connect, and sometimes throw a 
combination of up to four quick swipes in succession, Gargoyle melee attacks may not have the same reach as an 
Elemental’s, but they cannot be parried. Dodging around or backing up avoids them, 


Resistances: The Gargoyle is resistant to Aard and ini Signs, as well as weapons inflicting poison and bleeding, 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


‘A Gargoyle is nearly as sturdy as any Earth Elemental, but significantly faster, more versatile, and 
seemingly more intelligent, Aard and lgni are almost entirely useless. However, Yrden can slow a 
Gargoyle down, making it easy to evade their melee attacks, and allowing you to strike back. 


But do not linger in front of the Gargoyle for long. They can counter overly aggressive Witchers by using their poisonous breath. The safety of range is 
fleeting versus a Gargoyle. They can not only throw rocks with a great degree of accuracy and power, but they can leap into the air and crash down atop or 
next to a Witcher with terrifying speed. Both attacks serve to harm and stun victims. 


‘A Gargoyle can also stomp the ground with such force that they can stun and partially blind nearby threats. Dimeritium Bombs can weaken the defenses of 
a Gargoyle, but they do little to blunt their offense. Stay focused on limiting the damage they cause to you, while remaining mobile and ready to dodge the 
jumping attacks. Utilize Quen to protect you from their first, heavy-damaging strikes, then Yrden to limit a Gargoyle's more confusion leaping drop, and dash 


in with limited strikes before retreating. 


5 
i 


727 


728 


Golemns we no wespons. Ther fie, weighing over @ 
hundred pounds each, can crash solid granite with ove 
‘it. There ts no sword that can porey it 


‘Loot Golem Heart, Glyphs and Runestones, Intused Dust 


{Loot (Moroau’s Golern) Powered monster tissue, Monster 
claw, Glyphs, Infused shard 


‘Sub-Species or Named Variants: Golem, Moreau’s Golem 
Environments: Ruins, abandoned by those to created them. 


F)Specit: Encounter: inside he Cavern Sonpost) as of 
| _Novigrad. in Gusttields. 

‘Specitic Encounter (Moreau's Golem): Scavenger Hunt 
Grandmastr Grin Gear (se page 605) 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


FFeor the Red Moon, of when fighting these awocibes 
during blizzards cin glacial gions; they gin 
strength at hese tintes, 


‘Loot: Rotten Meat, Sultur 


‘Sub-Spocios or Named Variants: Hound ofthe Wid Hunt 
‘Aparian Phantom 


Environments: Whereever the Wid Hunt goes, expect its 
hounds to follow. 


‘Specific Encounter (Groups): Main Quest: Wandering in the 
Dark (see page 165) 


}) Specific Encounter (Apiarian Phantom: Contract: The 
1) Apiavian Phantom (s00 page 518) 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


Moreau’s Golem is a toughened variant of the usual Golem you encounter and exhibits‘ more powerful 
pounding move. 


Golems are mindless matter brought to life by a spell. They obey their creator's orders without question, 
Once provoked, they will not tire of battle until they have either crushed their opponent or have crumbled 


into dust themselves. 


Bellow and Fist Bump: Bellowing, or pounding both fists together, the Golem builds up energy before attacking. This 
doesn't affect you, but is worth watching for as it shows signs that the Golem is about to try a more devastating move; 


Ground Pound (Single Fist): 1 a Golem jumps off the ground, move away as quickly as possible. The resulting 
‘shockwave knocks down any nearby victims in a large circle around the behemoth. Retreat! 


Fist Swipes (Left and Right): Sometimes accompanied with a short jump beforehand, the Golem swings either arm, 
hoping to connect. Dodging around or backing up avoids such a strike, which is seriously damaging if it connects, 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Do not attempt to parry the punches delivered by a Golem. The sheer weight and power behind them 
reduces such thinking to suicidal tendencies. In addition, a charging Golem cannot be easily stopped, 
but a cunning fighter can use this lurching sprint to their advantage; Roll out of the path before striking 
in retaliation. As with the Elementals, a Golem can pound the ground with such ferocity, anyone standing 
near it is knocked prone 


Dimeritium Bombs are great to lob before you close in for more melee-ranged combat, as they block a 
Golem's magical abilities, reducing the potency ofits attacks considerably, Ensure you keep the Golem 
within the radius of the exploded bomb. 


Yrden is helpful when going toe-to-toe with a Golem, but remember that the Golem is merely slowed, 
not helpless. They can still fight despite Yrden's effects, and can interrupt your sword strikes with a 
single crushing blow, Prevent losing an inordinate amount of vitality by employing Quen (or Active Quen) 
0 you can shrug off the first hit from a Golem. Since these foes strike slowly and with great damage, 
absorbing one of these strikes is extremely helpful, as it also allows you to continuously leap in, hit the 
Golem with multiple light attacks, and dodge or leap away again. 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


The named Hound of the Wild Hunt (known as the Apiarian Phantom), is a toughened variant of the usual 
Hound you encounter. 


Bor, or so some experts believe, of magic ice crystal, the hounds of the Wild Hunt race alongside their spectral 
masters. Like ravenous, feral dogs they are capable only of mindlessly attacking whatever crosses their path, 
Spikes of Ice: A ite ike your casting of Yrden, the Hound stops and summons a circle of protruding icy boulders that 
‘damage you as they appear, and protect the beast for a couple of seconds. Wait until the spell is over before continuing 
the fight. 

Leaping Claw: The main attack the Hound exhibits is a leaping front claw slash using either front paw. it can be 
blocked or dodged, and then retaliated against as the Hound recovers. 

Defensive Leaps: These Hounds are nimble, and able to dart back and forth around you, making it dificult to pinpoint 


or strike accurately. Axil (or waiting until the Hound changes to an offensive attack) stops this from becoming an 
insurmountable problem. 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


These otherworldly hounds fight as viciously as wolves or wild dogs. They can be momentarily 
weakened by Axii, but only for an instant. Nevertheless, this is the time to launch an offensive series of 
strikes (then, or after the Hound finishes a Leaping Claw attack). 


Usually, these hounds hunt in packs, and can quickly overwhelm the unprepared. Don't let them 
surround you; utilize Yrden to slow any hounds too close for comfort, and break away if needed. If Yrden 
can catch muttiple hounds in one circle, throwing in a Dragon's Dream bomb and igniting the gas cloud 

with Igni can seriously damage an entire group of hounds. Another option is the Dimeritium Bomb, which 
Causes havoc and prevents them from inflicting quite as much damage, or attempting their spikes of ice. 


Back off from the hounds if they start forming icy spikes. These barriers will pierce through you if you 
attempt to strike. Environment also plays a key factor too; cold climates empower them, so take great 
care in combats in the cold. The icy nature of the hounds makes them perfect targets for lgni; roast 
these otherworldly beasts with regular Igni, Firestream, and even Dancing Star bombs that inflict fire 
damage. Then follow up with your Elementa Oil-covered silver sword strikes. 


Pixies might look like gentle, harmless crerures, yet 
In thee case, the saying about oppsaraaces being 
ddoceving fits all 100 perfectly 
Loot None 
Sub-Spoctos oF Named Variant: Pixie 


Environmnts: Pies dwell witun the Fablesphere, a magical 
‘al created by Duchess Anna Heoreta's uncle, and 
accessed via book of ary tales 


Specific Encounter (Groups): Main Quest: Beyond Hit and 
Dale (see page 338), 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


HYBRIDS 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


The Pixies from the Land of a Thousand Fables were created to protect that magic place from intruders 
and ensure the ducal daughters, Sylvia Anna and Anna Henrietta, did not come to even the slightest 
harm. Thus whenever anyone else crossed the Pixies’ path, it ended badly for them, for Pixies are 
aggressive, war-like creatures, created to kill, defend and fight until they can fight no more, 


Jumping and Standing Swipes: A Pixie's main attack is to make a short leap, or simply step to melee range and make 
‘one or two quick slapping strikes with its ethereal, smoke-colored hands, This is damaging, but can be easily parried 
or countered. 


‘A Group Mentality: Otherwise, Pixies cluster together in a group, taking tums to strike you and trying their best to 
‘Swarm around you. 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Pixies only ever appear in a few specific spots throughout the Fablesphere, and when this crowd of 
around ten, pointy-hatted shadow gnomes spot you, they usually try to reach melee range and crowd 
around. React by raising your sword to block (much in the same way as you would react to a group 
of Wolves or Nekkers), and begin to systematically demolish them one after another. In-between, try 
constant dodging or rolling 


Your bladed attacks are good choices as Pixies don’t tend to block; they are more of a nuisance than a 
fear-inducing foe. As they are magical, most Sign strikes work reasonably, but not spectacularly. Yrden 
isn’t usually potent, but Igni can knock Pixies back and damage them while you maneuver SO you aren't 
surrounded. Axil is good for stunning individuals, and bombs that cause blanket damage are reasonable, 
though Pixies swarm you, making projectiles difficult to throw and dodge. 


Hybrids come in various shapes and sizes, but one of the key defining traits of these monsters is that they mix physical aspects of other creatures. A perverted 
‘merging of man and bird of prey could describe a Harpy, while a Griffin could be likened to an eagle mixed with a tomcat. 


Its bard 10 say whut is most mpulive about Morpies 
and their cousins: thee hideous oppeurance, he 
eneewhelming stench of rot and bird ercrement that 


slings 10 thee, or theie bloodeurdting sereech. 


‘Loot (Exynia): Erynin Eye, Infused Shard 
‘Loot (Harpy: Harpy fathers, Harpy talon, Harpy epg, Raw meat 
Sub-Spocies oF Named Variants: Eryn, Marpy 


Environments: Found throughout the main Continent and 

J) Skotige. Erynias are found within large groups of Harpies, 
Harpy nests have been seen in abandoned fortresses along 
tho rivors of Velen, 
‘Specitic Encounter (Harpies): The Harpy nest at Hndhokd (ele). 
Specific Encounter (Exynias): The coastal path north of 
edi (Ard Skelig), with a flock of Harpes. 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


Harpies hunt in flocks consisting of a handful to up to twenty individuals. Though cowardly and cautious, ¥ 


Harpies fiercoly defend their nests and will not hesitate to attack when outnumbering their foes. 


Hard as it is to imagine, the Erynias found in Skellige are even more repulsive (and dangerous) than 
Harpies, their close relatives, Though well-rotten carrion is their food of choice, they will not tur up their 
noses at fresh meat, man flesh included. 


‘A Flocking Swarm: Harpies attack in locks, swocping in from Ground Talon Strike: Once a Harpy is on the ground, 


al rections, and attempting to confound you. Don et this 
happen by targeting one Harpy at time, knocking ut ofthe 
a and slaying it onthe ground using the tactics listed below. 


‘Swooping Talon Strike: These beasts fly to your head 
level and attempt to daw at you with talons before either 


‘can get up again and fly about, oF remain and leap forwatd, 
slashing with arms or los, Parry these attacks, or knock the 
‘foe off thelr feet for a quick skewering, 


Bleodting Strikes: The Erynia’s talon strikes are the same 
as a Harpy's, but are more damaging and have a chance 10 


landing oF fying of again. These attacks can be blocked and 
countered (f you aren't actively engaging the aggressor, or 
countered so the Harpy falls to the for, ready for execution. 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Harpies, Erynias, and all their varied sub-species, favor flying and hunting in flocks. Approach known 
nesting grounds with extreme caution. 


When provoked, Harpies and Erynias begin circling a victim from above, swooping alone or in groups of two 
‘ three. If they are clustered close enough during a dive, you can catch multiple Harpies with area-of-etfect 
abilities or bombs. Another option is to blow into the Homwall Hom, which drops these flying monsters from. 
the skies; particularly helpful while boating, or while you're recovering stamina in readiness for Aard or Igni. 


Igni is effective against Harpies, lighting them on fire and bringing them out of the air. Yrden is good 
for situations where you are surrounded by many Harpies in close proximity. Harpies and Erynias often 
come to a hover in front of humanoid victims before lashing out with their talons, Use that moment to 
prepare a counterattack, or Aard to bring them to the ground. Quen is also good to cast, so you aren't 
struck from behind by a flying foe while preoccupied killing its brethren. 


inflict bleeding damage, 


Like many flying creatures, a bolt from a crossbow, or a good blast of Aard, can be enough to ground a Harpy or Erynias. ‘They can also be knocked out of 
the air with a well timed counter-attack. If a Witcher is close to one of these grounded creatures, they should take advantage of this moment of weakness 
and execute them quickly with a skewer while they lie prone on the ground, before they recover. This has the added benefit of being a one-hit kill, 


if many individuals in a flock are converging around you, attempt to use Aard to blast a path to freedom. Grapeshot can also be used, but one should be 
mindful of the blast radius, Erynias are more vicious than their Harpy cousins, able to cause bleeding wounds that can overwhelm even a Witcher. 


BESTIARY 
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cerbuae  obe wool dy than. When pono, dey iB oe 
rte that cack ced they be tm the opp w Wonk 


‘Loot (Griffin): Gritin egg, Grin feathers, Gain mutagen, 
Infused dust, Raw meat 


‘Loot (ArchGnitfin): ArchGnitfin mutagen, Infused shard, 
Amber dust 


‘Sub-Species or Named Variants: Gitfin, Royal Gait 
‘ArchGaifin, Opinicus | 


Enmironments: Gis have been hed nesting 1 Skin, Veen, 
‘he widerness nar Oxanfurt and even terug White Orhan 


‘Specific Encounter: An ArchGritfin lurks atop Snir se, due 
north of Ancient Crypt Ard Ski) 


‘Spocitic Encounter (Opinicus, ArchGriffin): Contract The 
Creature trom Oxonfurt Forest (see page 519) 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


ewAy | 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


Royal Griffins are toughened variants of the usual Griffin you encounter, The named Griffin (known as 


Opinicus; an ArchGriffin), is a toughened variant of the usual Griffin you encounter, with an additional 
acidic projectile attack. There are additional ArchGriffins to face, too. 


Though still wary of main roads and towns (where folk with the means to hire a Witcher are likely to 
dwell), these half-eagle, half-wildcat creatures have gone from rarities to oft-encountered pests known 


throughout the Northern Realms. 


Pounce and Clawing (Airborne): While airbome, o after 
Yeaping into the air, this foe may attempt to land devastating 
‘overhead blows with its claws. These can be parried or 
‘quickly dodged; rong is preferable as you duck away from 
the outstretched claws. 


‘A Rough Landing: The Grifin drops down witha heavy thud 
‘onto the ground, which can stagger you, Roling or dodging 
to the side, timing this so you can rolinto the beasts flank to 
\nflict sword damage afterward, is a good pran. 


‘Acidic Spittie: Watch for an ArchGrifin to cough up a 
Clsgusting ball of acidic goo, before dodging or roling to 
ensure it misses you, and you're not poisoned by it 

Ground Charge Tackle: You can be staggered by a Grifin's 
etremely quick charging tackle, which occurs when itis onthe 
(ground, at mid or long céstance from you, Close the gap so this 
‘maneuver isn't attempted, or swift rl to the side to avoid it 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Wing Swipes (Ground): Grifins use their wing and foot 
talons in sweeping attacks occuring in either direction, which 
can cover a huge distance if necessary, and can stun you, 
Having Quen active to absorb such a strike, or rolling under 
the wings to the torso ofthe Grifin to inflict damage is worth 
planning for. Remain active, as standing ata Griffin's flank 
ensures you're struck by these swipes, 


‘Staggering Roar: A mighty screeching roar ectoes from the 
beast's maw, staggering you and opening you upto futher 
attacks by tis foe. Constant aggression on your part usualy 
‘means the Gaitfin hasn't the tine for this, Otherwise, rll away 
from the soundwaves so you aren't stunned by them, 


Beak Bite (Ground): Tho Grifin quickly snaps its neck and 
full body forward a few feet and bites at you This should be 
‘dodged, or Quen used earlier to absorb the hit, which can 
stagger you. 


Griffins enjoy toying with their prey, swooping in from the skies and raking victims with their talons. A 
Shot from your crossbow, or a well-timed Aard, can bring a Griffin to the ground, but this only means the 


fight truly begins. 


Grounded Griffins make excellent targets for explosive crossbow bolts, just be sure to fire them from a safe distance. You can use Northern Wind bombs to 
freeze a Grifin in place, useful if you need a moment's respite. On the ground, a Grifin is still incredibly dangerous. They can roar at such a high pitch that 
even aWitcher can be put off balance, pounce from great distances claw and bite at prey. 


From the sky, Griffins try to repeatedly claw at their targets as they sweep past, or attempt to dive onto their prey. ArchGriffins also spit highly corrosive acid 
at their targets, weakening armor and leaving the man under it exposed to its talons. Every slash or bite from a Griffin can cause serious bleeding. Counter 


this by casting Quen, or with Swallow potions to regenerate any wounds sustained throughout the battle. 


When facing a Griffin on the ground, try to stay in and around the reach of your silver sword. If you are too far away, the Griffin may try to tackle you. This 
can be very difficult to avoid, and failing to do so could result in death. Watch the wings of a Griffin while fighting it on the ground. Each swipe from the 
wing talons is telegraphed by that wing being raised high. Try to evade to the flanks of the Griffin to score hits on its unprotected side for greater damage 
(using your swords as well as grapeshot bomb throws), with Quen absorbing the beast's first strike at you. 


Lite shilled buoners seting out we 
jn drakes, Sirens re mea ear, using the 


of these becuti 


urn fang filled with fish-bhe maws, and lovely rails 
promising unknown delights become sharp, 
death dealing whore 


ducks wo fare 

own bodies 
as decoys. Once a naive sailor gets within arm's touch 
| crewrures, their fair foces suddenly 


‘Loot (Siren): Siren vocal chords, Water essence, Shell 


‘Loot (Ekhidna): Lock of Ekhidna har, Water essence, 
Mutagens, Shel 


‘Sub-Species or Named Variants: Lamia, Ehidna, Melusine 


Environments: Sirens can be eicountered in coastal regions, 
‘throughout Velen and Novigrid, though Skelige has tho mast 
proliic breeding grounds, 


Speci Encounter: Ruined Inn along the wouth coast of 
‘id Skotige, 


Specific Encounter (Melusine): Contract: Here Comes the 
Groom (see page 528), 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


aeAal 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


you encounter. 


the day, 


(One shenld not be fooled by ther fair appearence 

Under the velvery akin of theit arms le muscles of iron, 
and Nows delivered with their ear, gout like Sep or 

the thick horas oo their head can easily crush bone. 


‘Loot Perfume, Flowers, Succubus mutagen 


‘Sub-Species or Named Variants: Succubus, Salma Lith 


Environments: Succubi wil try to live close to thelr ‘prey 
‘ear towns and villages. Bolder Succubi have been known 
to inhabit cities, 


[Specific Encounter: Secondary Quest Practicum in Advanced 
‘chery (se page 416). 


Specific Encounter (alma Lith): Contract: Deadly Deights 
(1 page 520), 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


‘The named Siren (known as Melusine), is a toughened variant of the usual 
Siren you encounter. 


Sirens and Ekhidnas (the Sirens’ more dangerous cousins) usually hunt in 
flocks making use of their numbers as well as their ability to move effortlessly 
through water and air, 


‘A Flocking Swarm: Sirens attack in flocks, swooping in from all directions, and 
attempting to confound you, Don’t let this happen by targeting one Siren at a time, 
knocking it out of the air, and slaying it on the ground using the tactics indicated below, 


Siren's Swoop: A diving swoop with a swipe or claw designed to infuriate or confuse 
‘you while others of the flock prepare thelr own attack. This is the best time to cast 
‘Aard, shoot a crossbow, blow your hom, or otherwise drop the Siren to the ground with 
a counter. Otherwise, parry the attack. Once a Siren is on the ground, it attempts to fly 
away again; knock the foe off their feet fora quick skewering. 


Siren's Screech: Supposedly a frightening scream, this has limited effects during 
‘combat, though it tends to coincide with a swoop (which helps you time a downing strike 
or counter). Otherwise, ignore the sounds you hear, and concentrate on downing and 
delivering killing blows, or quick three-hit fast combinations on hovering Siren foes. 


Bleeding Strikes: The Siren’s talon strikes have a chance to inflict bleeding damage. 


‘The named Succubus (known as Salma Lilith), is a toughened variant of the usual Succubus 


Succubi are motivated by an insatiable lust, engaging in sexual acts with any other humanoid species 
they encounter; their never-ending advances, though pleasurable at first, have pushed more than one 
‘man to madness or even death. 


Fire Ball: f you're at mid or long range, you may receive a conjured ball of fire to the face, which should be dodged= 
‘or absorbed using Quen. As a Succubus plays with fire constantly in battle, interrupting these attacks is the order of | ~ 


Fire Burst: If you manage to land a few impressive strikes, or you're remaining at melee range, you may be pushed 
bback with a large ball of fire emanating from a Succubus’ ample chest region. A possible stagger and fire damage are 
{inflicted on you. Roll around or out of the way after three hits and don't be greedy to avoid this, 


Fire Swipe: The most frequent of her strikes, she casts a diagonal cutting slice of flame from her hand, which sets you 
ablaze, Quen helps remove the fire, but in compact environments, closing the distance, or attacking from cover helps 
overcome this fire damage. Cast Aard to interrupt the spells before you're fried. 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


It you're attempting a more cunning plan than simple bludgeoning, you may be able to talk down a 
‘Succubus instead of attacking one, regaling it with stories of Witchers seducing Succubi and allowing 
them to flee a region—stories normally only whispered among commoners. Should you choose to slay 
‘a Succubus, you must act quickly. Succubi are known for their surprising constitution and spelicasting, : 
They can command fire with natural aptitude. 


The simple flashes of fire that a Succubus calls upon can disrupt any sword technique you're capable 
of, and there is no defense, save for Quen or frantic rolis away from the flames. Relentlessness is key, A 
Succubus cannot be allowed to control a battle. Dimeritium bombs, explosive bolts, or Aard can disrupt 
their spell-weaving; Northern Wind can freeze them in place. You succeed in slaying a Succubus if you 
can pin one down and unleash a flurry of sword strikes. 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Sirens work in flocks, akin to Harpies and thei ik. They can also move as quick 
water as they doin the sky. When sang in Sen-infested waters, expect o see 


fighting Sirens underwater, itis preferable to return to shore where you have many 
‘more combat options. Otherwise, automatic crossbow shots are the only way to sla, 


Aard, Grapeshot, the Homwall Hom, and a Witcher's crossbow are enough to gro 
a flying Siren (ime it so the Siren is swooping in toward you). Sirens of all types 
are especially vulnerable to Igni, as well as any bombs that can set victims on fire, 
Itis possible to counterattack a Siren as they dive out of the air at their target. This 
‘grounds them and can severely wound them. 


‘Sirens prefer swooping on their prey, slashing with their claws or tails as they sweep 
past their victims. They rarely stay stil in the air, but are at their most vulnerable 
when they do so. As with the Harpy, a grounded Siren is a Siren that has all but 
presented themselves for execution. Witchers presented with this opportunity should 
‘not hesitate, especially as the skewer kill the Siren with a single sword plunge, 
‘quickening combat considerably. 


‘Wounded Sirens can produce an ear-piercing screech that stun their attackers, 
Other Sirens can use this moment to rescue their sister, diving in on the enemy and 
allowing their injured to escape. 


EI 
G 


INSECTOIDS 


The varieties of insectoid described here are notorious for the terror they have wrought upon unsuspecting humans and nonhumans across the land. The Arachasae 
are regular contracts for Witchers, due to their propensity for blending into a forest and preying on travelers, farmers, and the animals they tend to. Arachnomorphs 
increase the fear those have for a simple spider, now one hundred times the size. Giant Centipedtes have mandibles that can crush a goose. Kikimores are armored 
cave-dwelling monsters whose eggs must be destroyed. Endrega are the worst of the lot, possessing massive size and strength, and worse yet, organization. 
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Atfart glance, « uatinary Arochas oft looks like @ 
Pam ofthe forest undergrowth, foci uses to deadly 
cahuarnage when hinting An armored Arachax ito re 
bchamot, using is eonerens mass so knock over and 

eumpk io wetins, before devouriay ther cried resin 


‘Loot: Arachas yes, Arachas vonom, Chitin scale, 
‘Arachas mutagen 
SSub-Spaclos or Named Variants: Arachas, Armored Arachas 


Environments: Arica stk tho caves and forests Prourhout 
thaknown work Volon in partogar has seen dangerous nests of 
this species take up residence in cent years 


‘Spectic Encounter (Armored Arachasse: Guarded Treasure just 
‘orth of the Cavern, Gusts (northeast of Novigrad City. 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


AOOOO 


‘hough all Arochasoe are highly venomous, this breed 
produces an especially stroag toxin 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


Powerful pincers, a maw filled with razor-sharp teeth and venom glands packed with deadly toxins 
Constitute the Arachas’ deadly arsenal. Since people and farm animals make up an important part of 
these creatures’ diet, contracts on Arachasae in turn constitute an important source of Witcher coin. 


‘An Arachas’ only weakness is its soft, sensitive abdomen. Some Arachasae hide this under hollow tree 
‘stumps, while other, “armored” varieties exist which have grown a thick carapace that covers all the 
more delicate parts of their bodies. These usually protect the lesser Arachasae in their nests, and are 
tougher and larger than their otherwise identical Worker brethren. 


(Jump and) Lashing Foreclaws: In close combat an Arachas is brutal and fast, its sharp foreclaws lashing out at 
incredible speeds, sometimes after it leaps to close the distance. Skilled Witchers can actually parry these strikes and 
temporarily stun them, 


Rearing Bite: If both forelegs are raised and its mouth is exposed, the Arachas strikes with such force that no man, of 
Witcher, alive can hope to stop it. This happens with such speed that the attack may still strike true even ifthe victim 
knows it's coming. A dodge or roll is the safest option here 


‘Venomous Bite: Golden Oriole is a must against all Insectoids. Bites from an Arachas are inherently poisonous. 


| THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Once provoked, Arachasae of both varieties quickly attempt to close the gap between them and their 
prey, either by skittering across the ground, leaping at their victim, or by spitting a sticky secretion. 
Fortunately, Arachas Workers have minimal defenses to you just wading in with two or three quick 
attacks, and are usually of minimal threat (unless encountered in groups). 


Yrden can slow Arachasae down just enough that melee combat is made simpler. Aard also causes the 
Creature to drop for a second, allowing some follow-up strikes. Good bolts for a crossbow can be of 
great help against Arachasae, particularly when they open their mouths wide. 


The armored variety of Arachasae can resist sword strikes even more than the other species. The 
carapace surrounding their abdomens are particularly problematic. Fortunately, all of the beast's attacks 
can be parried or countered, even if you're being attacked from the sides. Simply beware that thelr 
attacks are poisonous (so swigging down decoctions can quickly cause your toxicity levels to spike). 
Quicken your slaughter of any Arachas by employing weapons with armor-piercing capabilities. 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


The named Arachasae (known as Harrasi), 
is a toughened variant of the usual 
Venomous Arachasae you encounter. 


‘Loot: Endrega chitin plates, Endrega heart, Glyphs, Endrega 
‘embryo, Mutagens, Venom extract, Chitin scale 


‘Sub-Species or Named Variants: Venomous Avachas, Harisi 


Environments: Venomous Arachasae, ike other members ot 
the species, favor caves or forests. 


Specific Encounter (Arachas, Venomous Arachas}: Herit's 
Cave, southwest of Harvikeron the iste of Faroe (Skatige) 


Specific Encounter (Harrasi): Contract: Missing Brother (see 
age 509) 


Venomous Arachasae produce colossal 
amounts of this toxin and deploy it during 
combat in many ways, Before striking, a 
venomous Arachas will cover its pincers 
and teeth with a thick coating of this 
deadly liquid. It will then squirt the venom 
at its to its opponent to weaken it, and 
‘once locked in direct combat, will continue 
‘spraying the noxious ooze all around itself, 
meaning every breath brings its victim 
closer to death. 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


JOO 


Arachawionorphs, as distant, post‘ Conjunction cousins 
‘of common spidess, strongly prefer devp, dark caves 
nd unfeseried soddee swamps 


‘Loot: Monster Blood Monster Hair; Monster heat; Venam 
‘extract; Chitious shell Lessor Groen Mutagen, Lesser Blve 
‘Mutagen; Lessor Giypt (Colossi ont) 


Sulb-Species oF Named Variants: Arachnomorph, 
‘Arachnomorph Colossi 


Environments: Discovered in subterranean, and usualy soggy 
‘cave systems undomeath the farmlands, woods, and hits of 
usted, in northeast Novigrad. 


Specific Encounter (Arachnomorps and Coss: Btoodot Pat 
(urmavkex cave), southeast ot Hunter's Cottage in Gusts 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


WAM 


ENEMY ATTACKS (ARACHNOMORPHS) 


‘Arachnomorphs rely primarily on their speed and their superior numbers when encountered in a group, 
‘Arachnomorphs are almost impossible to catch up to. They usually attempt to surround you, and as soon 


as one Arachnomorph manages to entangle you with its 
you harm as you struggle. 


‘Ranged Web Spittle (Ranged): Projecties of disgusting, sticky web are spat from the central maw, and can entangle you, causing 
‘you to become temporarily immabiized. React with some swat dodging or rolling io prevent becoming incapacitated. While entangled, 


enemy attacks can stil be partied; just hold down the parry button wale 


BAW @& HoS 


web attack, the others quickly move in to cause 


caught inthe web. 


Bite and Pounce (Melee): Swift knocks with their front legs, or quick darting bites and butting are normally inflicted when 
you're entangled, or when this foe is out of your Viewing range (if you're surrounded, expect these attacks from behind). Parry or 


dodge and rol to avoid these 


Retreat: An Arachnomorph can move more quickly than you and uses this to aggravate you into charging after its it dashes 
backward, allowing others in the group to aim their sticky webs at you, Be patient and less aggressive so you don't fall for this 


trick more than once! 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS (ARACHNOMORPHS) 


‘When facing down these overgrown spiders, three types of attack should be at the forefront of your 
aggressive tendencies: Yrden, freezing attacks, and burning. An Arachnomorph affected by Yrden will be 
completely paralyzed, and applying freezing (via imbued weapons or bombs like Northern Wind) or burning 


(via Igni, bombs, or items) to a spider will slow or stop it lor 
Arachnomorph that has taken damage will be stunned lon, 


ng enough for you to reach it. Additionally, an 
g enough for you to continue attacking it 


Arachnomorphs will attempt to surround you, always keep their distance unless they are attacking, and 


are quick enough to keep out of your attack range when 


being chased. Use signs (Aard, Axil, or Igni)-or 


bombs (that freeze or burn) to stun or stop the Arachnomorphs and allow them to be attacked, Once an 


Arachnomorph is attacked, press home the advantage; ct 
this time other Arachnomorphs will continue to surround 


ENEMY ATTACKS (ARACHNOMORPH COLOSSI 


sontinue attacking it as foe is stunned. During 
and attempt to entangle you. 


\) ‘Accompanied by regular sized Arachnomorphs, larger colonies of these creatures are ruled by an immense Colossi variant. Its lunging attack can cover large 
distances, it isn't as easily stunned, has a large vitality pool and increased damage. It is also much more aggressive; almost eager to scuttle ‘and attack you! 
In addition to attacks that a regular Arachnomorph can attempt, a Colossi has the following: 


Lunge (Ranged): An impressive lunge from mid-distance, usually attempted by this foe when you're entangled. It hits hard, and should be parried 


‘Quick Combo (Melee); Many swift biting or mauling attacks in a row at clase range, which can knock you dawn, Parry these or dodge them. 
THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS (ARACHNOMORPH COLOSSI) 


‘After taking care ofthe smaller Arachnomorphs, you should focus on stunning then damaging the coloss. Focus on stunning this gigantic foe with Axi or lanl when 
you're close enough, Slow it down with Yrden beforehand. The stun won't last as long on ths large specimen, so step in quickly, deal as much damage as you can 
before it counterattacks and skitters away, Forcing the Arachnomorph against a wall helps keep it close enough to more easily stun, then attack the monster. Always be 
ready to dodge out ofthe way ofits lunging attack then quickly dart in to inflict some damage yourself before the Arachnomorph runs away again. It shall soon yield! 


‘Qlump to) Lashing Forectawa: In close combat an Arachass 
{ts brutal and fast, ts sharp forectaws lashing out at incredible 
speeds (sometimes after ajumping charge to cose the 
stance, Skiled Witchers can actually pany these strkes and 
temporarily stun them, 


Rearing Bite: If both forelegs are raised and its mouth is 
‘exposed, the Arachas strikes with such force that no man, 
‘oF Witcher, ave can hope to stop it. This happens with such 
‘speed that the attack may stil strike true even ifthe victim 
knows i's coming. A dodge or rol isthe safest option here, 


‘Webbed Spittie: The Arachas, when it spots you from a 
‘stance, may unravel large stringy ball of webbed spite 
that coats you, and drags you to its mouth maw. A dodge or 
roll prevents tis. 


Poisonous Spittie: The Arachas can gob a large horizontal 
{an of poisonous spittle, this is highly dangerous if you aren't 
prepared to react to venom, though it can be rolled under it 
you're quick enough 


Sons * 
‘Poison Cioud tf you're attacking or case to the! 
Arachis, t somtimes deflates the giant poison 
‘back, douding the area around itn thick poison, This 


‘see the sac pull up before it deftates, 


Poisonous Bite and Clouds: Bites from an Arachas 

are inherently poisonous, but the additional poisonous 
douds and sprays make these variants very dangerous to. 
the unprepared, 


Venomous Arachasae usually have additional drones to help guard it, usually Arachasae but sometimes Endrega, 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Like other members of this specles, venomous Arachasae use prehensile feelers to grab and immobilize their prey. When attempting to fight such a creature a 
Witcher should drink Golden Oriole, which will reduce his body's vulnerability to poison, and then attack from a safe distance with crossbow or bombs before 
dealing the finishing blows with a silver sword enhanced with a coating of insectoid oil. 


The poison a venomous Arachas secretes during combat is so toxic, simply breathing the fumes around it is enough to kill the average man and threaten the life : 
of a Witcher. Therefore, fighting this variety of Arachasae up close requires Golden Oriole. 


Venomous Arachasae are best engaged from afar, leveraging bombs and the highest quality crossbow bolts to weaken the threat. Engage with a silver sword 
only when the gas sac on the back of the Arachas is emptied to avoid a spray of poison. They're also fond of spitting venom at distant targets. Otherwise, 
employ the same techniques utilized during Arachas and Armored Arachas combat, with Yrden to slow the beast down, and Igni to set it ablaze, which can 
cause It to struggle temporarily. Quicken your slaughter of any Arachas by employing weapons with armor-piercing capabilities. 
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ENEMY ATTACKS 


Drones are easy to identity thanks to their distinctive, cone-shaped abdomens. Unlike other Endregas, 
they can attack from a distance, sending out volleys of poisoned quills. AS with all of their kind, bleeding 
has no effect on them and insectoid oil does them great harm. 


Poisoned Quilts Volley (Ranged): A launch of polsoned dart-ike quils that can damage as well as raise your toxicity to unsafe 
levels. Quen or dodging, or closing the gap so Drones are forced to attempt melee attacks, is the best course of action. 


(Jump and) Lashing Pincers: Sharp mandibles lash out at incredible speeds, sometimes after It leaps to close the distance, 
‘Skilled Witchers can actually parry these strikes and temporarily stun them. 


Eadhege moks (called ‘ones are gluatccen crores ‘Rearing Bite: A dodge or rll is the safest option when an Endrega rises up and quickly launches forward with a pincer or biting 
whose cnly ain Sie ist er, ight and reproduce maneuver 
Yer when veoruring oursde their ne, these aggresive 
ER aides eas Gd cs cine ‘immunity to Bleeding: This creature ignores any additional bleeding damage your attacks may usualy inflict. 
THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


a be 


Loot Endregn heat, Endrepa chit plates, Venom extract Endrega drones can shoot poisoned quills at distant targets from their abdomens, or attack with their 
Chinn scale pincers. Golden Oriole can neutralize the poison and prevent aggravated damage from the wounds, 
Sub-Species oc Hamed Vrtants:Endrga Orone Drones are extremely aggressive and territorial. Once they get close, they try to stay close. If multiple 


tivronmarts Fond or rand coves orabanganea’ | arones are present, Northern Wind bombs can halt one or two ofthe beasts, giving you a moment to 
Srucres sos een and Saige News an be and | regain contol of the situation, Yrden is also useful at containing drones, 

forested h ‘within reasonable 
F< isessrepboydenaebaame Endrega do not bleed as profusely as men and Witchers do. It takes several good swings to crack their 


ral an 
Speci Encore rnes:Hemits Gv soutwestoHavken, | a¢UTal armor 


(nthe of Faroe (Skeige, wth a Veron Aras. 
VULNERABLE AGAINST 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


‘An Endrega Warrior's main weapon is its long tail, which is tipped with a club-like growth and spiked 
with venomous quills. Powerful abdominal muscles allow it to swing this tail with enough force to Kill 
most lesser opponents in one blow. Endrega Warriors also use their mass and strength as a weapon by 
charging their opponents in an attempt to knock them over. As invertebrates with sectioned carapaces, 
Endrega Warriors do not bleed profusely, yet recoll in great pain when hit with a blade coated in 


Insectoid oil 
— — ‘Tail Lash: The Endrega Warrior spins around, whipping its tall into you; unless you quickly dodge or parry you face heavy 
When confronting more dangers rex, Foden ‘damage and a chance to be poisoned. 
pe ankath tack kag, socagee member —the (Charge and) Lashing Pincers: Sharp manclibis lash out at incredible speeds, sometimes afte it leaps to close the distance 
‘picycalbisie sc tusa came amiabambeectedbegh ‘Skilled Witchers can actualy pary these stnkes and temporanly stun them, 
get ample opportunity 2 do wo while defending the 
‘oolony’s borders or conquering new teritory Rearing Pincer Snap or Bite: A dodge or rol is the safest option when an Endrega rises up and quickly launches forward with 
Fy RACE ‘a pincer or biting maneuver. 
atau’ Mat Enrea itp Yam exact: | immunity to Bleeding: This creature ignores any adtonal bleeding damage your attacks may usaly nfl 
‘ib pacino Vora Eno Wer THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 
Environments: Fundinrarundcaveseratendones | Warriors are as Vicious as Endrega Drones, with the added danger in the form of their poison barbed tail 
‘Srichires across Volon ond Stiga: Nects| Let found in The tail can counter a Witcher’s swordplay with ease, and Warriors are known to advance on an enemy 
D Gaanscrpountloatssoee sn waneeserane | th the til first. As with other Endrega, the Warrior strain can strike quickly with its jaws and forelegs. 
; It can also charge headlong into the enemy in an attempt to knock them off balance. Slow them down 
—— considerably using Yrden, then drop Northern Wind bombs or follow up with oil-coated swordplay. 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


Workers are the moat quently encountered cast of 
Bndeoga. Withio the colony their dury les in bailing 
eats aod cocoons, acquiring food and caring for eggs 
and Jarver When threutened they summon Wernians 
to aid them, yet Uf forced ro defendt themueles they 


will—and do se purpriviogly welt 


Loot: Endroga embryo, Endroga heat, Venom extract, Cin scale 


‘Sub-Spectes or Named Variants: Endrega Workor 


Environments: Found in or around caves oF abandonest 
structures across Velen and Skatige, Nests can be found in 
aves oF secluded forested regions, typically win reasonable 
¢fstance of potential food sources, 


Specific Encounter (Workors): Two nests can be found in 
thee wooded Monstor Nests northeast of Ursten (Novigrad). 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


Gir Cries ore enor nsx ie occas whch 
«canbe fod in nay pce nthe woe, br re pork 
cur he land fr more proces nde ere 
‘of Tose There they fer deo che cet wih 
Shosknary, Gian Cony fad othe wel crs 
(which eat Shoe dung A rae vane of Giex Cenpede 
fuel in wero han aed owes ae #7 cera, 
pol whi coreg 


‘Loot: Chitinays shel, Monster blood, Monster ttn, Monster 
‘heart, Giant Centipede discharge, Giant Centipede manchibe, 
‘mutagen, Monster carapace 


J)) Sub-Spaces or Named Variants: Gant Centpade, Pao Wow 


Environments: Vineyards, wooded areas. and underground 
‘cavern complexes throughout Toussaint. 


‘Specific Encounter (Giant Centipades): Monster nests just 
southwest of Aste Casto Ruins (west Toussaint 


‘Specific Encounter (Pale Widows): Secondary Quest Turn to 
Face the Strange (see page 476), 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


Bao 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 
Planning the slaying of these oversized worms takes patience, considering their ability to burrow and their toxic nature. The best tactic is to set up Yrden in 


the place where the Centipede is going to emerge from. When it bursts from the earth (usually where you were standing), it becomes paralyzed for a few 
‘seconds (within your Yrden spell), allowing you to inflict damage. 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


Endrega Workers are most often found traveling in groups of half-dozen or more members. They move 
slowly, yet when attacking, they are capable of covering the distance to their victim in the blink of an 
eye. Like all of their kind, Endrega Workers are highly venomous. Their usual tactic is to surround their 
‘enemy and attack him from several sides at once. Like all insectoids they do not suffer particularly from. 
bleeding, yet are caused great harm by insectoid oil, 


‘Acid Spew: From a distance of several paces, a stream of revolting acidic bile is forced atthe target, which 's damaging and 
poisonous. A dodge or roll avoids this spite. 


(Charge and) Lashing Pincers: Sharp mandibles lash out at incredible speeds, sometimes after it leaps to close the distarte. 
‘Skilled Witchers can actually parry these strikes and temporarily stun them. 


Rearing Pincer Snap or Bite (Poison): A dodge or roll is the safest option when an Endrega rises up and-quickly launches 
forward wit a pincer orbiting maneuver. Any biting is toxic, 


Immunity to Bleeding: This creature ignores any additonal bleeding damage your attacks may usually inflict. 
THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


The pincers and forearms of a Worker are venomous, but they can be parried to open the Worker up to 
further attacks. Workers can be surprisingly troublesome to inexperienced Witchers, thanks to the speed 
with which they can use their claws. Sidestep their initial attacks to bring their flanks within reach. Slow 
them with Yrden, or attempt Aard or Igni to stun and damage them and fend off groups at a time 


You may also find yourself close to an Endrega hive, with numerous egg sacks to destroy. Aard or Igni 
are your best methods here. 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


Giant Centipedes: These are dynamic and fast enemies, commonly occurring throughout the Duchy of 
Toussaint. Hard, chitinous armor covers nearly the entire body of a Giant Centipede, Sticking out from 
under this carapace are rows of hooked limbs, Giant Centipedes are able to bury into the ground with 
shocking speed, only to then appear back on the surface in another place, Once they select a target, 
they will circle it determinedly, trying to get close enough to deliver a blow. They attack primarily with 
their powerful mandibles, but they also possess glands allowing them to spew acid. 


Pale Widows: Some scholars raise Pale Widow Giant Centipedes in laboratory conditions for the 
properties of their albumen, which makes an excellent base for the brewing of mutagenic potions. In 
all respects, they offer a similar, but slightly more challenging fight, as they are a little tougher than the 
more common Giant Centipede. 


‘Sweep Attack (Melee): A wide arc slash with whole body: 
parry or doxge this, and expect to be staggered. 


Leaping Attack (Ranged): At medium range, this monster 
jumps from it's current position toward you, before hiding 
‘underground at your position, ready fo emerge. 


Defensive Posture: Ty attacking its back, and it parries 
every phiysical sword attack due to its hardened armor, It 
struck two or more times, itcolls up. After some tina, it 
performs its unroling attack. 


Unrolting Attack (Counterattack): you strike this foe after 
‘thas emerged and while it isin a coled defensive position, 
‘t quickly unrolls with a wide arcing stash that deals damage 
‘and knocks you dowm. So don't attack it when you see It 
rolled up, 


Mandible Attack (Melee): A basic biting attack performed 
directly at an opponent. Expect to be wounded and poisoned 
i struck by ths. Parry or dodge to prevent it 


Burrowing and Emerging: Aer submerging, te Centipede 
emerges direct under you, dealing damage with a possible 
‘Knockdown. Watch fr the mound of it that precedes ts 
fermergence and stunt with Yrden when ft appears. Aside from 
burrowing and emerging indifferent postions, ths foe tatonary. 


Toxic Spit (Ranged): At medium or far range, the Centipede 
spits tonic fluid at you, poisoning you and and dealing small 
amount of damage. It misses, the taxin leaves a small 
poisonous coud that disappears after a short time. Step into 
{and your tosciy level rises. 


Resistances: This foe is resistant to poison and to physical 
attacks aimed at its back. 


It also submerges after being struck by Igni, Aard, or Axil, allowing you to coax it into a burrowing maneuver, before setting an Yrden trap under your feet, 
before it emerges. You can also employ a more standard attack pattem of hitting the Centipede until it rolls up, before avoiding the: counterattack, but it is 
hard and takes a long time, and the beast's counterattack has a wide and long attack range. 
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pole he 


Kikimore Woriors defend theie nests from trespassers 

They attoek somewhat slower than Kikimore Workers 

‘They are able ro spew steams of caustic veooe @ great 
distance and Jeap to attack 


‘Loot Chitinus shel, Kikimore discharge, Monster carapace, 
‘Monster heart, Monster pincer, Green mutagens, 


‘Bub-Species or Named Variants: Kikimore Warrior 
Environmonts: Warriors are only found in swamps or cave 


fp Sytem tat support utile Workers, which they conv 


i 


‘Specific Encounter (Workers and Wamiors): The Monster Den 
‘south of Dun Tyre Caste, and southwest of Dun Tyne Hise, 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


A single Kikimore Worker can be easily killed by ever a 

(cAI. ir rare indeed, however, to come across an isclomed 

indi, for Kitiore Workers usoal move io groupe of 

1 few a doten or so members The only defenwe against 

‘0. swarm of Kikimores availa wo normal person i 
flee. Aand not ever that i guarantand 


‘Loot: Kikimore dlecharge, Monster carapace, Monster heart, 
‘Monster pincer, Green mutagens 


‘Sub-Species or Named Variants: Kikimore Worker 


Environments: Workers can be found elther in caves or 
‘occasionally infesting swamps and vineyards across Toussaint 
"Nests are also encountered, but very raat, along with three oF | 
‘more ofthese scutting creatures. Larger groups are controled 
boy Kikimore Warriors 


Specific Encounter (Workers and Nest): The Vineyard 
infestation south of Dun Tynne Caste 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


ENEMY ATTACKS , Bawa 


‘They are covered with thick, hard armor which easily deflects blows from even the sharpest sword. Kikimore 
Warriors are protected by swarms of Workers which obey their orders until they are themselves eradicated. 


‘Attacking Movement and Defenses: Warriors are slower than their smaller Worker brethren, but have a high armor and vitality. 
They are herd creatures, and should be tackled in the same way as Endregas. They can sidestep, but mostly head straight for you 
‘and engage you with melee strikes. f you strike one a few times, ft starts to attack with ferocity that usually forces you to retreat, 


Jump and Melee Mandible Strike: Expect quick pincer attacks from the front mandibles of a Kikimore Warrior This damages 
‘you (sometimes significantly compared to a Worker's pincers), and usually poisons you. Sometimes the Warrior leaps att you 
before extending pincers. Parry or dodge to avoid being struck (timing your counter or dodge just as the creature begins to jt 
forward), and back away from any residual poison. 

‘Acid Vomit: An unpleasant frontal secretion coats you in poisonous bile, which increases your toxicity, and should be dodged or 
rolled away from. 


Push Back (Counterattack): If struck multiple times, expect a Warrior to push you back with front pincers, countering your 
subsequent sword attacks, and allowing others in the group an easier time wien striking you, Nimble stepping in and out of 
combat negates this. 


Resistances: They are completely immune to the effects of the Axi Sign, 
THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


When grouped with Workers, the smaller specimens tend to crowd and prevent you from attacking the 
‘Warriors, as well as attempting their burrowing tactics, Clear a path and slay the Warriors to prevent the 
Workers’ more potent burrowing tactics from occurring. The strategies you used to slay Endrega come 
into play here. Obviously, crippling the Workers’ main burrowing attack by slaughtering any Warriors first, 
using Igni and armor-piercing weaponry to get the job done. They are vulnerable to fire (from Igni as well 
‘as weapons, bombs, or bolts), as well as oils and bombs that harm all insectoids. 


ENEMY ATTACKS ~ Qy 


Kikimores form colonies, making them similar to communal insects such as ants. Kikimore Workers take q 
care of hunting food and bringing it back to the nest, while Kikimore Warriors defend the nest against 
attackers. Kikimore Workers listen to orders given by Kikimore Warriors. Eliminate the Warrior guiding @ 
‘swarm, however, and the Workers will disperse and cease digging. Kikimore Workers are nimbler and 
quicker than Warriors, but far less hardy and vicious in battle. 


Burrow and Jump Attack: When grouped with a Kikimore Warrior, the Workers constantly burrow under the terrain, impervious 
to Signs, and move toward you in a straight line before emerging with a jumping attack. Thon they burrow again. Kll the Warrior, 
‘and the Workers do not perform this move, switching to melee attacks only 


‘Attacking Movement and Defenses: When on the ground, Kikimore Workers move in swarms, can sidestep, but mostly head 
straight for you and engage you with melee strikes. you strike one a few times, t stats to attack with ferocity that usually 
forces you to retreat. 


‘Mandible Strike: Expect quick snipping attacks from the front mandibles of a Kikimore Worker. This damages you (but not as, 
‘Significantly as @ Warrior's pincers), and usually polsons you. Parry or dodge to avoid being struck, and back away from any 
residual poison. 


Resistances: They show complete immunity tothe Axi Sign, and when they dig tunnels, they are invulnerable to al the otter 
‘Signs as well. Poison also does them no harm. 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Quicken your slaughter of either Kikimore variant by employing weapons with armor-piercing 
capabilities. A good method for fighting them is to use the Igni Sign to temporarily immolate and 
immobilize them, as well as oils and bombs meant to damage insectoids. The tactics you used to slay 
Endrega come into play here. Obviously, crippling the Workers’ main burrowing attack by slaughtering 
any Warriors first is a sound tactic. 


NECROPHAGES 


Local legends have painted NecropHages as the dead risen, cursing and hungering for the living, but this is far from the truth. Though it is correct that where war, 
death, and pestilence go, NecropHages inevitably follow. Defined by an insatiable lust for flesh (living or dead), the various species of NecropHage have seen a 
population explosion as wars have ravaged the Continent. 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


Alghouls differ from normal Ghouls in size, strength, coloring and, most importantly, intelligence. 
Whereas Ghouls and Graveirs are primitive creatures unfit to plan even the simplest ambush, Alghouls 
and their kindred (such as Cemetaurs) are capable of forethought, and are thus much more dangerous, 


‘Leaping Claw (Ranged): Alghouls can leap at you from Back Spines: When enraged, an Alghoul grows spines on its 
quite a distance. Be ready to dodge this attack, have Quen back. This makes attacking ita very dangerous proposition, 


fefreshed to absorb the hit. Parrying itis possible, though ‘as the spines are harmful i you use melee attacks. Axi can 
you're sometimes staggered. force the spines on an Aighoul to retract, with the added — 
benefit of temporary stunning the creature. - 


(Ctawing (Melee): A raking claw from either arm is one way 
‘an Alghoul tres to wound you. Pamy these from any angle ‘Alghoul Scream: An Alghoul can emit a piercing scream to 
if you're close enough, or else dodge around and step in at _—_stun nearby victims, as well as send nearby Ghouls ito a 
the flank or rear while the Alghoul recovers from swiping the raging frenzy. The shockwave is easily seen, and should be 
aw, and altack back retreated from, 


Ghoul sem to possess wits enough 1 at ast know 
«brighter mind when they sense one, 90 kee Alghoals 
dead their packs When eocoumering such a group, the 
Alghoul should be eliminated ax a first privity 


Frenzy: Like a normal Ghoul, an injured Alghoul can fall into Leaders of the Pack: Alghouls can be found in command of 
a frenzy and attack with blind fury. An experienced Witcher higher level packs of Ghouls. 


a ealybonburh ze ta bale re pees Drawn Power at Dusk: Fight Alghouls during the twilight 
imesheemie cor nighttime hours, and expect them to be slightly 


‘Loot: Alghoul bone marrow, Alghoul daw, Rotten meat 
‘Sub-Specles or Named Variants; Alghoul, Cemetaur 


Environments: Batleields and any location where a large 
‘umber of corpees can be found in shallow graves o et 


‘events often marks the 

out to ot Li Lf tougher combatants. 
‘Specific Encounter: The Calveit Watchtower, on the river AGlowing Alghoul (Regeneration): f you're seeing an 

‘ala just southeast of Ferry Statin, in Velen (with Gout. ‘Aighou! glowing a red color, itis regenerating. Focusing 


ATL SHUNGIMAGAINIET ‘on the slaying of individual pack members one at a time 
: ensures you can concentrate al your magic and swordplay 


SMO rp ose arabe 7 
tine ade aa 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


During combat, Alghouls try risky maneuvers aimed at knocking their opponents to the ground so the others can finish the job by tearing them to shreds. 
Aighouls are smarter and more powerful than Ghouls, making them the greatest threat in a Ghoul pack. An otherwise coordinated pack becomes less so 
‘once the Alghoul has been dealt with. Focus your fury on an Alghou! first. 


While Ghouls are great to practice countering with, Aighouls are much more of a problem due to their strength, larger vitality, and defensive spines and 
‘screaming. Sometimes in the heat of battle, successfully employing Axil is difficult (so target the Alghoul first, and use strong attacks to inflict greater 
‘damage while the Alghout is stunned for a couple of seconds). Aard and Igni are other options, pushing some of the pack members on their back and 
clearing a path to the Alghoul. 


‘Amore subtle combat plan is also available to those not wishing to face an entire pack at once. Edge slowly into an Alghoul territory until one of ‘the pack 
sees you. Back up, cast Axil, and kill it (bombs or crossbow bolts work as well as Signs and swordplay). Then repeat the process. This only works if you're 
patient, and haven't charged into the middle of an Alghoul territory. 
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‘A Dravner resembles @ corpte dredged from the 
‘boxiom of pond. It is sckly blue or ree icolo, 
with slime and shudge ccwing out of every pore and the 
‘acrid stench of ro wafting offi Bur heir scaly skin, 
gill, and dorsal fins suggest Drowners are an entirely 

forcign species 


‘oot Drowner brain, Drowned Dead tongue, Water essence 


Sub-Species or Named Variants: Drowmer, Drowned Dead, 
‘Mucknixers, Vodnicks, Muire D'Yeeblen 


Environments; Coastal shores o riverbanks, where the 
bloated remains ofthe batlo-tomn corpse have been lft 
toro. Drowmers that congregate in arge enough numbers 
Crmate nests near sources of wator and food. 


1) Speciic Encounter; Te Guarded Treasurw southwest of Kaee 
| Tolde Harbor, onthe western const of Ard Ske (Ski). 


Specific Encounter (Nest: The hidden treasure on the tiny 
{sland northeast of Olena’s Grove, in Velen. 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


BALI 


‘These crear have powerful ass ccd cows he 
erikanion kingly ye wher coakrs them truly dangerous is 
thelr maser of docepeon, tegument end disorierttion 


‘Loot: Fogiet teeth Foglet mutagens, Fifth essence 
Sub-Specis or Named Variants Fog, Tanguoe, ks Fats 
Environments: Battlefields or any location where a large 
numberof corpses can be found, as well as swamp-tke 


locations, and low ground where fog can occur both 
natura, nd unnatural 


* pecific Encounter: The moorland near the murdered 
‘aravaneers, southeast of Devi's Pit (Velen. 


‘Specific Encounter (nis Fatuus}: Contract: Swamp Thing 
(ee page 516), 


= 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


RMON 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


Drowners, Mucknixers, Vodniks, and drowned 
dead all live in putrid, rotting filth, and so have 
developed a high resistance to poison, 


Leaping Swipe (Ranged): The usual attacking plan for 

8 Drowmer involves leaping in your general ection and 
‘swiping with their disgusting claws. It is simplicity itself to 
‘step out of the way with a quick dodge, before attacking 
while the Drowner recovers. This "dance is one of the most 
proficient ways to cut down a group of Drowners quickly and 
effectively 

‘Claw Swipe (Melee): I you're going te-to-webbed toe 
with a Drowner, they tend to flail with claw attacks when 
you're close to one. I's usually better to back up, or have one 
burning and helpless for a few seconds before being this 
close. Or, pamy the claws (rom any angle), watching forthe 
possibilty of being staggered. 


Scream of Anguish: Drowners react to the deaths oftheir 
fellows by screaming in pain, This show of mourning leaves, 
them defenseless for several seconds. 


Resistances: Drowmers are resistant to poisoned attacks 
from bois and blades that you may possess, Though 
‘humanoid inform, they are primitive creatures no more 
inteligent than carp or pike. That is why spells affecting the 
‘mind, the Axi Sign included, are ineffective against them. 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


Foglets may appear wherever thick fog can arise: 
‘swamplands, mountain passes or the shores of 
‘rivers and lakes. If no fog is forthcoming, they 
create or summon it themselves. Quickly thickening 
air undisturbed by the wind infallibly signals a 
Foglet is present—and preparing an attack. 


‘The Fog: Rapidly thickening fog tends to be a sign that 
Foglets are dose. Prepare Quen f the fog is accompanied by 
snarting. t's possible to visually follow a Foglet as he moves 

within the fog simply look for this mist congeaing indifferent 
areas to prepare for a Foglet's appearance. Foglts can also 

<isappear at wil so track them from thei last locaton using 
the appearing mist as evidence. 


Dopplegangers: Foglets create ethereal illusions of 
themselves that can cause physical harm, while the real 


Foglet stalks the area. Damaging the iusons disrupts them, 
‘and can reveal the Foglet’s location. 


Raking Claws: One, two, or three clawing attacks as the 
Foglet pushes forwards. Blocking while moving allows you 
to ready yourself fora parry or counter, and Quen means any 
Surprise attacks are negated (indeed, the Foglet is staggered 
for a moment, allowing you to press home the advantage 
with swordplay or Moon Dust bombs) 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Drowners are particularly vulnerable to magic 
drawn from the element of fire, including the Igni 
Sign. Drowners are quite weak to Igni, susceptible 
to being lit aflame and stunned while they screech 
in agony. When attacked by multiple Drowners, it's 
possible to catch the pack in an Yrden trap, then 
blast the Drowners with Igni, 


Drowners are predominantly pack creatures by 
nature, usually in groups of three or greater. You 
know they have spotted you if they occasionally 
burrow into the ground, This is a sure warning 
‘Sign that they're preparing to ambush if you 
encroach farther on their territory. 


You can counterattack the claw swipes from a 
Drowner, causing a bit of extra damage to them. 
However, this can be quite difficult when multiple 
Drowners are attacking. They can interrupt your 
counterattacks with their own attacks. Drowners 
try to leap at a Witcher from beneath the ground, 
Watch for disturbances at your feet, and roll or 
dodge to safety, The usual tactic of applying 
Quen so the first time an enemy strikes you it is 
absorbed is a great plan; then sidestep (dodge) 
from the Drowner's leaping claw attack and step 
back in with a sword swipe, or Ign 


Drowners are the most frequent entity you'll 
fight underwater, though the options here are 
‘somewhat limited. If you cannot retreat to the 
Jand where you have a full complement of bombs, 
swords, and Signs to utilize, and must remain 
underwater, utilize the crossbow. Mix automatic 
‘and manual crossbow attacks to whittle down the 
Vitality of these aquatic atrocities. 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS. 


When fighting Foglets, remain calm and keep your 
wits about you no matter what. Since Foglets can 
take on immaterial form, a slight shimmer of air 
or a rustle in the grass might be the only clue you 
have to their location. Casting the Aard Sign at 
these beings causes them to become tangible, 
giving purchase to blades and other weapons... 


‘While Foglets can disappear, watching for moving 
patches of fog or grass swaying in a path leading 
directly to their victims is one way to identify their 
location. It is possible to counterattack a Foglet 
as they materialize to attack, a good way to begin 
your offense. 


Yrden is particularly useful for buying you time 
to react to a Foglet ambush, slowing down the 
monsters and disabling their invisibility. Moon 

Dust bombs can keep Foglets from turning | 
invisible and disrupt their illusions. Aard can 

knock both an ethereal and fully-formed Foglet 

1 its back, ready to be skewered. Axil is another 

great choice, as you can (if you have the Stamina) 
befuddle a Foglet, jump in and attack it, then jump 
back and flummox it with Axil again, 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


In a one-on-one fight with a trained Witcher, a Ghoul poses little threat, but one must remember that 
wounded individuals can erupt in a mad frenzy, 


Leaping Claw (Ranged): Ghouls can leap at you from quite expected, or dodging and slicing at the creature from the 
a distance, Be ready to dodge this attack, or have Quen ‘ide, or stopping it with your preferred magic. Don't expect 
Fetreshed to absorb the hit the Ghoul to retreat during this time. 


‘Clawing (Melee): A raking claw from either arm is usually {A Glowing Ghoul (Regeneration): you're seeing a Ghoul 

the way a Ghoul tries to wound you. Parry these from any lowing a red color, itis regenerating, Focusing on the 

‘angle if you're close enough, or else dodge around and step _ slaying of individual pack members one at a time ensures. 

inat the flank or rear while the Ghoul recovers from swiping you can concentrate all your magic and swordplay on a 

the claw, and attack back. single creature, rather than letting multiple foes heal time 
‘and time again, 


Ghouls are driven by on thing and one sing onl: 
insatiable appetite for human flesh Rewsre of them ear 
ext, where four or meme Ghouls aay be excewuered 


Frenzy: A wounded Ghoul sometimes tums and begins 
a sores of viciously grotesque attacks (which can stun Leaders of the Pack: Alghouls can be found in command of 
You), in a frenzy almost suicidal in nature. Listen for Ghouls _—higher level packs of Ghouls. 

‘shuddering and snarting in place after an injury. This isa sign 
that they are enraged. They aggressively leap at their victims, 
‘Sub-Spocies or Named Variants: Ghoul, Graveir sprinting around them to confuse them. Enraged Ghouls also 
regenerate their wounds, Partying these clawing attacks is 


Drawn Power at Dusk: Fight Ghouls during the twilight 
‘oF nighttime hours and expect them to be slightly 
tougher combatants, 


Loot: Ghoul blood, Venom extract 


Exvieoomonts: Batetieks oc any location where a large 


rub of carps canbe found in show graves ret 
wen THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 
‘Specific Encountor: The Ferry Station signpost in Velen, Alone Ghoul is a threat only to careless or unskilled Witchers. While not explicitly vulnerable to Yrden, 


F TRNPE ARTE LanNe® this trap Sign slows Ghouls down for easy dispatching. Ghouls are rarely found alone, Packs of three 
Lesa or more often circle around you rapidly, attacking from the flanks while you are occupied by another, 


i= fi fg va | | Setting Yrden down at your feet allows you to better react when the rush inevitably comes 


Do not attack a Ghoul too aggressively with your sword. They can counterattack through your own 
strikes, trading their blood with yours. A better plan is to strike a couple of times, back away, and 
attempt a more measured takedown. 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


Grave Hags use their tongues in combat to grab or flog their victims, Claws built for-digging up buried 
bodies serve just as well as weapons to rend flesh, Though clumsy in appearance, Grave Hags move and 
attack at great speed—sometimes even a Witcher's reflexes are too slow to avoid their blows. 


‘Tongue Lash: The tongue of a Grave Hag can surprise even veteran Witchers with the speed and range it can kash out. Being 
‘truck by it can cause temporary blindness, leaving you unable fo properly detend yourselt. Howover, a well-timed counterattack 
‘can sever the tongue. Otherwise, step away from the tongue's range. 


Warty Claw Attacks: Expect fithy claw-lke attacks from both hands when facing a Grave Hag. These come with a varety Of 
‘Aged, deformed women who Sniter near graveyards step-ins toward you, and are quick, dificult to counter, but can be parried. Or, you can dodge them and step in yoursel with a 
‘and bartefidkls, Grave Heap feed cr human corpses, quick bladed attack as she recovers. 
hurpiog the romen marrow using Joog prebensile 
wongues. If ar all pons, fight thes during the day At 
ight, they grow bolder and stranger 


‘Weaknesses: On rare occasions hunger-driven Grave Hags will hunt during the day. They are less dangerous at such times, 

for sunlight weakens them considerably. So, if you know where a Grave Hag makes her lait, ‘meditate until the daytime before 
advancing on it. 

Loot: Grave Hag ear, Hag teeth, Venom extract, Runestones, THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 

Grave Hag mutagen Grave Hags are territorial and aggressive when provoked, using their great speed to rapidly close on 
‘Sub-Soaces or Named Variants: Grave Hag, Moura prey. You should always have Quen active, and Yrden prepared for use, in the event that a Hag is spotted 


i laces banhcnee oatenes eaceaaa before combat begins. This provides the best chance to defend yourself, as you can slow this she-beast 
J) where corpses can be found in shallow graves, oF rotting down and instantly shrug off her first attack. 
cut in tho open 


While not explicitly vulnerable to Igni, igniting a Grave Hag can give a Witcher a needed respite from their 
assault. Axii and Aard are also helpful in this respect, enabling you to follow up with attacks while the 
Grave Hag is stunned. Black Blood can be effective at stopping a Grave Hag that has gotten the best of 
you in the melee. This is another useful way to push back against her relentless assault, 


‘Specific Encounter: The Hiden Treasure by the burned hut on 
the perinsuta, south of Condyte (Velen) 


‘Specific Encounter (Mourntart): Contract: The Merry Widow 

(se page 508. 

Hise oats (a The claws of a Grave Hag are sharp, but not enough that skilled swordplay cannot defend against them. 
: ‘A well-timed parry can stop a maddened Hag’s claws. The follow-up counter-attack can then open the 


x ww J im Grave Hag up to successive silver sword blows. 


BESTIARY 
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Shump Dints may mesquerede ot ke olf women 10 
ure raveers bock wo their rickery wetland shacks. x 
truth, only @ Wind man oe drunkard enuld mistake the 
rank sludge ond roraing camon of @ Waner Hag's den 
Jor a cary cottage 


Loot: Wator Hag toetn, Venom extract, Water essence, Ducal 
water, Pibloat 


Sub-Specios or Named Variants: Wator Hag, Bige Hag, 
‘Abaya 


Environments: Batlfields, locations where aye numbers 
of corpses are left out to rot rin shallow graves, coastal 
marshes and caves, 


‘Specific Encounter: The Guarded Treasure between Avette and 


Honoyfit Meacworks (Gustieks Teor) 


‘Speci Encounter (Abaya): Contract: Mure D'Yaeblen (soe 
page 531), 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


Their wrinkled, wart-covered bodies stand nearly 
two yards tall, colored a pinkish-green and 
stinking of muck and fish. Bony growths two 
spans long stick out from their backs, with hair 
like a tangle of seaweed and claws that would 
make a Werewolf proud completing the picture. 


Sickle Claw Attacks: Expect fithy law-ke attacks from 
both hands when facing a Water Hag. These come with a 
‘variety of step-ins towards you, and are quick, difficult to 
‘counter, but can be parried. Or, you can dodge them and step 
in yourself with a quick bladed attack as she recovers. 


‘Mud Ball: They are also able to form mud into bas, which 
they toss to temporarily bind opponents. Simply peer through 
the obscured view the best you can, or better yet, dodge the 
ball by watching the Hag lean back and start the throw, and. 
Feact quickly 


‘Submerged Swim: Though bulky, they are excellent 
‘swimmers. They can even swim through thick mud with 
‘astonishing agility, surfacing behind or beside thelr victims 
to attack them with their sickle-shaped claws. Deft dodging 
‘and looking for maverment in the water helps avold these 
surprise attacks 


‘Strength in the Storm Water Hags are particularly 

‘active and dangerous during rainstorms, conditions which 
furthermore hinder the use of the Igni Sign, usually the most 
effective weapon against all moisture-tving creatures. 


(Once rarities, but in the preweat age of constant 
warfare, Rogfiends have become a veritable plague 
They feed on carrion, wxwelly in groups, and present 
@ danger w» lone travelees, especially considering thet 
speed which ix mare than @ match for @ horse at 


fall gallop 


While fighting @ Scurver, ane cannes afford w 
forget about thew specal boney spines, razve shorp 
from their skeletons. Whee 


pronuberarner secking on 


@ Scuner 1 pear death, the gusses and enzymes 
gutbcred withic 1 body cause it explode, fying 
greet spe 
fost deadly 


thew «pinee 0 turning theen into one 


tn ther enenal 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Water Hags can ‘swim’ through mud as swiftly 
as they can through water, and they can use this 
to ambush their prey. Slow the Water Hag down 
with Yrden. A clever Witcher can catch a Hag with 
Yrden just as it bursts from the ground, allowing 
plenty of time to savage it with their silver swords. 


The brutal power of a Water Hag may be familiar 
to those who have faced a Grave Hag, but 
possibly more threatening is their ability to throw 
balls of mud at the faces of their opponents 

in order to blind them, and they do this with 
frightening accuracy. Keep your eyes focused on 
a Water Hag attempting this maneuver so you can 
evade it with time to spare. 


Water Hags have been known to work alongside 
Drowners, making these ancient Hags some of 
‘the most dangerous monsters. In these situations, 
it may help to carry Dragon's Dream bombs. 
Combining them with a shot of igni may set the 
Hag and the Drowners on fire 


Northern Wind bombs are another way to contain 
a Water Hag, freezing them and making them 
more susceptible to physical harm. Otherwise, 
expect a war of attrition when facing this Hag; try 
burning it with Igni so the Hag is incapacitated, 
and strike with strong attacks before backing off 
and trying again. 


Loot (Rotfiand and Scurver}: Rotfend blood, Greater 
Rottiond blood, Necrophage hide 


‘Sub-Spocies or Named Variants: Ratflond, Devourer, Scurver 


Environments: Rattefinits or any location where a large 
‘umber of corpses can be found in shallow graves or ltt out 
10 ot. Approaching Rotfiend nests Is particularly dangerous, 
‘duo to the explosive nature ofthe monstors themselves, 
‘Specific Encounter (totiends): Tho Monstornost just north of 
Coopers Quarry (Volo 

SSpecitic Encounter (Scurvers): During the exploration of 
Tosham Mutna (Toussain, during Main Quest La Cage ay 
Fou (see page 323) 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


ENEMY ATTACKS E 3 Baws 


itis a certainty that if a Wight ins ite in danger, it immediately spews out an ectoplasmic solution which 
transforms into Barghests nearly instantaneously. These Barghests obey the Wight and attack anyone the 
Wight deems a foe. if one of them is killed, the Wight tries at once to replace it with another ally. 


Barghest Summoning: At the beginning of combat, a Wight summons up to three Barghests, and tres to keep one guarding 
tim at all times; surmmoning the Barghest again should you kil i. Therefore, iis worth ignoring the Barghest and concentrating 
all offensive power on the Wight itself. The unfortunate Spoon Collector does not have this ability, 


Gaunt Claw Attacks: Expect raking caw-ike attacks from both hands when facing a Wight. These come with a variety of step 
Ins towards you and are quick and dificutt to counter, but can be parried. Or, you can dodge them and step in yourself with a 
quick bladed attack as your foe recovers. Don't be over-confident when striking a Wight, as t usually counters your sword strikes 
after you inflict a couple of hits, 


‘This species mainly Uves io ancient burial sites, though Drunkard's Spittie: Just like a Water Hag can throw balls of muck, a Wight can launch a disgusting wad of spittle which 
staggers you and causes temporary drunkenness! When you see the Wight move its head in readiness, use Quen oF dodge to 


avoid this dirty projectile. 


‘Submerged in the Spoons (Spotted Wight only): When fighting the spoon-collecting Wight, be aware that thas a defensive 
‘maneuver not unlike a Water Hags, disappearing into the gigantic pile of spoons strewn throughout ts cellar dweling before pursuing 
you from undemeath. When ft begins to surface, you can be partially pulled under and immobilized before the Wight appears totic a 
Loot: Green mutagens, Monster saliva, Wight ear, Wight hair | couple ofits. Dodge away from the catering spcons indicating where the Wight i, and wait fort to emerge before continuing combat 


they have heen rpoed near more recent cemetvries 
‘or wherever mass graves can be fournt. Wight speod 


the winter months in a stare of lethargy very similor #2 


thunan slp They live stridy solitary lives 


Sut Spices ox Heed Vata Wit, Spied Won Resistances: Wights are resistant to poison and bleeding attacks, but wnerable to sive, 
Wott Spoon Cllotor 
THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


The best strategy when fighting them isto attack the Wight first, after temporarily stunning the 

Specitic Encounter: Rosetrve Hil Cave (unmarkad), northeast Barghests guarding it with the Axii Sign. Confusing these spectral hounds allows you to focus all your 

Lodo ecpasel nla = ppd es attention on the Wight itself. With Quen active and Yrden at your disposal, slow down the foe and sto 

The Wearble ofa Sniton Knight (oe page 443) 9 a y posal, Pp 
the frst of its attacks from striking you. 


Environmants: Caves, dusty and olf bur sites, and 
abandoned manor houses. 


Specie Encounter (Groups): Duing Maia vest: La Cage as 
Fou (se pg 323), Use Axil or Aard to confuse or knock back a Wight, allowing you to follow up while the Wight is 


Neat indisposed. Time your parrying well to stop being clawed, and with a Necrophage oil-coated silver blade, 


¥ use swordplay similar to that when attacking a Hag (of the grave or water variety) and the Wight will 
BD See Ser cn 


ENEMY ATTACKS F : 4 
Rotfiends resemble decomposing human bodies Mid-range Melee Leap (Ranged): To cose the gap, a Grotesque Spike Shower (Scurver ny): Sina 10 By = 
that have been stripped of their skin, Their Rotfiend or Scurver may leap at you and foiow this up with Rotflends, the Scurver thrashes in agony whon its heath = 

presence is given away by the overwhelming ‘some flailing, It also has a rudimentary dodging ability, Js tow, collapsing to its knees and exploditig upon death, 


‘stench of the rot which gives them their name. Jumping back to avoid sword strikes betore following up wath ‘shooting spikes in all drectiois. The attack range for thi 
Devourers are a particularly dangerous kind of another leaping attack As usual, partying or dodging is a good death explosion ks much larger (around five maters 16 
Rotfiend marked by an insatiable appetite for ‘fan, along with Quen to stop the first attack that gets through. feet) than that of a Rotfiend. Use Quen to protect yourself, 


human flesh. in groups, expect them to try to When 8 Ps heath slow, goes Ino retreating doesn't usually get you out of range in time 


rok fide fs death throes, ending in an exploson which damages Strongth after Twilight: Rotfiends and Scurvers fed nthe 
Close-range Flaling (Molec): Expect cose ange swiping, anything cose by ‘wight hours and at right, whe they become mut moe 
‘melee attacks using both arms as the Rotfiend or Scurver dafigerous than during the day. ied 
‘advances. Parrying oF dodging these maves stops you from 

‘being hit, 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Much like Ghouls and Alghouls, Rotfiends and Scurvers roam in packs. They are fast enough to run down horse riders, so be wary when traveling near known 
Rotfiend haunts, 


The gasses building up within a Rotfiend’s body are highly unstable and become even Jess stable as combat with them wears on. When a Rotfiend begins to 
spasm uncontrollably in place, it could be a sign that they're about to explode. It is not safe to stand near these creatures, nor is it wise to try slaying them with 
a silver sword in this state. They will more than likely explode, possibly ending a witless Witcher's career. 


Jgni can trigger Rotfiend explosions more quickly. This can be a useful attribute to exploit when confronted by multiple Rotfiends or Scurvers. Aard is another 

excellent choice, as it causes the knockdown of this enemy, so you can quickly skewer it without worrying about an explosion, Because of the dangerous 4 
nature of a Rotfiend’s explosion, using Quen to protect yourself becomes an excellent idea, more so than under normal circumstances, Retreat from a thrashing 
Rotfiend prior to it bursting, for obvious reasons. - 


Remaining at distance is a great way to prevent yourself from being hit by one of these exploding atrocities. Any bombs or crossbow bolts help here, And don't 
forget the Necrophage oil 


74) 


OGROIDS 


Ranging from massive Cyclopses and Giants to the deceptive Nekker, the ogroid family of monster is surprisingly diverse, requiring a variety of tactics and approaches 
to fighting them. One aspect that ultimately defines the ogroids is their propensity for brute strength: Even the diminutive Nekkers can become terrifying forces 


of nature, 


Loot: Cyclops aye, Olt boar skin, Infused shard, Orens 
‘of Named Variants: Cyclops, Speartip 


Environments: Caves and mountainous regions. Kaer 
‘Morhen’s Witcher trainees have long been tested by a 
Cyclops named Speartip, who lurks in the iake cave north of 

5) the aging caste, 

Specific Encounter: The Destroyed Bastion in far scuth Veen 
(Bold Mountain territory) 


F)  Spectic Encounter ‘Speartip During Main Quest The Fina 
| ‘Tal (see page 240), 


Sub-$p0e 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


As in the case of Giants, one can only guess at the strong and weak points of a Cyclops. Its heft alone 
precludes effective use of the Aard Sign, while its enormous physical strength would make its blows. 
particularly deadly. Cyclopses are most likely vulnerable to ogroid oil. As monsters with relatively well- 
developed minds, they might also fall under the influence of the Axii Sign. 


Charge: Expect this colossus to charge forward at you, when it focuses on your presence. It usualy attempts a subsequent 
attack afterward, from the list mentioned below. Take this time to survey the combat ground, and prepare to maneuver around 
this behemoth, rather than stand infront of i 


Ground Pound: fa Cyclops raises both hands in the air, avoid being anywhere close to the front of i. The resulting ground 
[pound flattens even the toughest warriors. if you don't fancy being prone and open to a bludgeoning from the ogroid’s fists, 
‘treat immediately. Rolling away (which covers more distance than dodging) is the safest method, 


‘A Rough Landing: Cycopses can also leap into the ar, knocking over anyone or anything too clase to where they land. React in 
the same way as you would when backing up trom a ground pound. 
Lumbering Swipes: The usual attacks to dart from, when this gigantic ogroid heads into your personal space, are swatting swipes 


from each hand, usually horizontal, that can easly stagger, stun, knock you over, and damage you severely. As partying or blocking 
{sn't possible, nimble dodging maneuvers (to get around the flanks of the foe for retaliation is the best course of action, 


‘Strengths: The strongest Witchers cannot pay or block any punch or slap delivered by a Cyclops, and a mere hop backward may 
Rat be enough to stay out of reach. Rol to the side or behind a Cyclops to evade their attacks and reach their vulnerable flanks, 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Cyclopses go where they want; even a Witcher should move to the side if a Cyclops is charging forward, 
Do not stand in one place when fighting a Cyclops. They rarely finch from anything you inflict on them, 
0 they keep trying to fight no matter how many cuts from a silver blade they take, However, getting 
close to a Cyclops is dangerous, but stil a necessity for slaying one, The Yrden Sign can help you do 
more work every time you get within sword range of these monsters. To protect yourself from the first 
swinging fist of a Cyclops, use Quen. 


Axil can temporarily confuse a Cyclops, giving you time to recuperate while the creature rages at 
something else. You may also wish to begin your bout lobbing some bombs that have a high-damage 
strike (like grapeshot), as well as peppering the beast with crossbow bolts; if you can wound one of 
these creatures before it gets too dangerously close to you, so much the better. Another action is to lob 
Northern Wind bombs to freeze the foe, then attempt a single, devastating Rend strong attack before 
the Cyclops thaws. This effectively nullifies all the Cyclops’ melee attacks, providing you have enough 
‘bombs, and inflict enough damage with your sword. 


The Cloud Graot is a degenerated ittwory being ead 
«an inhabitant of the cavte ia the sky in the Land of a 
Thowsond Fables. After Jock stale hie gooe thot laid 
golden eggs, the Cloud Giant decided ia the furore 
anyone who climbed onto hie coud would be tonsed 


‘of, without @ woed of warning 


‘Loot: Relic Sword: Geahett (you follow the wilow-the-wisp 
attorware 


‘Sub-Spocies or Nanvod Vartants: Cloud Giant 


Environments: nthe Goud caste, a the top ofthe 
‘Giant boanstak 


Specific Encounter: During Main Quest: Bayond Mil and 
Dale. (f00 page 338), 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


According wo legend, Golyar bod once beca @ knight 
who violated hit vow, for which he was punisied by 
the Lady of the Lake. Transformed into a Gian, be 
fled ints the monuntsis ane! would only descend ineo 


the inhabited Jowkands whea huager foeced him 10 it 


Loot Crowns and Golyat’s Trophy 
‘Sub-Species or Named Variants: Galyat 
Environments: Duicinea Wndmil Toussaint 


‘Specific Encounter: During Main Quest: The Beast of 
Toussaint (see page 317). 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


‘The Cloud Giant resembles a clumsy, overgrown human and appears to be capable of reason, though 

he says nothing and does not seem too interested in any other form of communication; He has learned NER 
to use his natural surroundings, meaning the cloud on which he lives, to aid him while fighting; he will 

jump inside the cloud and pop out in an entirely different place, surprising his opponent, 


‘Weapon Swing: A medium-range weapon swing. Dodge or leap to the side, or back away to avoid being struck. 


Weapon Overhead Smash: A medium-range weapon smash, dropping vertically. Highly damaging, so avoid it using dodges. 
and retreating, 


ick, Stomp, and Swipe: The Cloud Giant sometimes kicks, stomps, or swipes with his left arm; both push you back, increasing 
the distance between you. allowing the Giant to be more effective with his weapon swings. Simply avoid these by dodging, 


Charge Attack: If you're at long range, the Cloud Giant occasionally attempts a charge to close the distance. t you're caught, 
expect to be pushed back, and possibly sent tumbling over. Recover and retreat, or simply roll or dodge tothe side to avoid it 


Whirlwind Attack: Occurring at both short and long distances, this is the Cloud Giant's most severe series of strikes, $0 watch 

{or him raising his weapon up to the side of the head before he spins around. he connects, the damage is significant, and you'll 
be sent fying. Parrying is nat an option, but dodging (or letting Quen bear the brunt ofthis) is, 

Cloud Teleport: Using his lair to the best of his advantage, he drops into a cloud, and a moment later, leaps back out and brings 


his mighty weapon stamming down with an overhead smash, React by dodging, while Keeping an eye on where he leaps Up 
from so you aren't caughit 


Resistances: The Cloug Giant is immune to most signs aside from lon, and is particulary resistant to Ax 
THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Engage this behemoth in combat amid the clouds. Syanna helps, but it still takes skill and cunning 

to vanquish this tough son of a wench, which hits pretty hard for an illusion. Use the techniques you 
attempted when you slew the Giant named Golyat while first adventuring in Toussaint (the next Bestiary 
entry), or employ similar techniques to those when facing a Cyclops or the Ice Giant in Undvik. 


To shorten combat considerably, stay within the three piles of metal objects. As this battle takes place 
ona cloud, during a thunderstorm, these objects are frequently struck by lightning, The objects remain 
electrified afterward, so lure the Cloud Giant close to one of the metal piles still writhing with energy, 
and wait for the foe to make a giant swing, and a giant mistake! The Giant's weapon strikes the metal, 
electrocuting the foo! and allowing you to attack him for a few moments. Keep this up! 


BESTIARY 


ENEMY ATTACKS Ww 


Though he came across as a wild, unthinking beast, Golyat used simple tools and any item, ‘could turn, 
Into a deadly weapon in his powerful hands, When fighting Golyat wields a millstone, making his every 
blow truly crushing. This lumbering behemoth has the following attacks and maneuvers to be wary of; 


Golyat uses a Giant mill wheel on a tree trunk to deliver massive bludgeoning damage in vertical pounds or 
massive horizontal sweeps. He loves to swing this weapon, smashing things all around. His attacks are far- 
reaching; he's extremely aggressive and tends to keep moving toward you, mostly ignoring the three knights, 


Weapon Swing: A medium-range weapon swing. Dodge or Charge Attack: if you're at long range, Golyat occasionally 
leap to the side, or back away to avoid being struck. attempts a charge to close the distance, you're caught, 
expect to be pushed back, and possibly sent tumbling over 
Recover and retreat, or simply rol or dodge tothe side to. 
‘void it 


‘Weapon Overhead Smash: A medium-range weapon 
smash, dropping vertically. Highly damaging, so avoid by 
sing dodges and retreating 


Kick, Stomp, and Swipe: Golyat sometimes kicks, stomps, 
or swipes with his left arm; both push you back, increasing 
the distance between you, allowing the Giant to be more 
effective with his weapon swings. Simply avoid these 

by dodging 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Golyat moves like his Cyclops brethren, refraining from running or strafing, and utilizes lumbering 
strides in your general direction. He is also incredibly tough, requiring a lot of damage in order to ‘topple 
‘over. Exhibit patience, and work with your new knight friends. Occasionally they prove most worthy at 
distracting Golyat, allowing you to get in strikes when he's pre-occupied. 


Whirlwind Attack: Occurring at both short and long 
distances, this is Golyat's most severe series of strikes, 90 
watch for him raising his weapon up tothe side ofthe head 
before his spins around, Damage is significant, and you're 
sent flying. Parrying is nt an option, but dadging (or letting 
‘Quen bear the brunt of this) is. 


Otherwise, dart in with a strike once Golyat finishes one of his troublesome, and damaging swings, and 
is recovering in readiness for his next attack. Darting in, damaging, and retreating is the key. You need 
not worry about the knights’ health, so let them bear the brunt of this enemy. 


Or just shoot Golyat in the head with a crossbow; aim for the eye and unlock a hidden Achievement. 


743 


744 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


This powerful primeval monster draws strength from frosts, and can bind Sirens to its will. It treats 
victims cruelly, and is particularly fond of human flesh. It uses simple but devastating weapons made 
from items looted from the bodies (and ships) of those it has slaughtered. On the occasion you face this 
behemoth, it has a ship's anchor attached to a huge rusty chain, which it uses for bludgeoning during 
the latter part of the fight. 


Charge: Expect this frazen foe to charge at you when it focuses on your presence. It usually attempts a subsequent attack 
afterward, from the lst mentioned below. Take this time to survey the combat ground, and prepare to distract it while your 
friends attack, Job bombs before getting out of the way, or shoot crossbow bolts uni i is too dangerously close to you, 


‘Ground Pound: I the ice Giant raises both hands in the ar, avoid being anywhere close to the front of it. The resulting ground 
Pound flattens even the toughest warrior. you don't fancy being prone and open fo a bludgeoning from the ogrold’s fists, 
retreat immediately; rolling away (which covers more distance than dodging) is the safest method. 


‘A Rough Landing: The Ice Giant can also leap into the ai, knacking over anyone or anything too close to where it lands. React 


Thi powerful, primeval menses pens the hs of 
iS : the same way as you would when backing up from a ground pound. 


fis r0ce. Reseenbling « man, but bl as fost and ralle 


than 4 tree, all areenpys to coenenunicare with # have Lumbering Swipes: The usual attacks to dart from, when this gigantic ogroid heads into melee range, are protracted swipes: 
‘coded in the some way: a quick and painfl dowth from each hand, usually horizontally, that can easily stagger, stun, knock you over, and damage you severely, As parrying or 
2 | blocking isn’t possible, nimble dodging maneuvers (to get around the flanks ofthe foe for retaliation) are the best course of 
Loot: Elamontal essence, White bear pt, White wot! pe, action. Activate Quen so the first of these swat fs shrugged of 


Glyph, Runestonos, Infused crystal 
‘Anchors Away: A long-range weapon swing. Dodge or leap to the side (rolling is another fine option), or back away to avoid 


1h seals teteebid cae being struck. Employ Quen before the battle so the damage from the crushing anchor, itt hits you, ks absorbed, 


Environments; An ice Giant has been observed inthe Skelige 


ean of Und any exist onthe Canine outside Strengths: The strongest Witchers cannot pay or block any punch or stap delivered by this le Giant, and a mere hop backward 
Toussaint, thy ve otto be dacoverod ‘may not be enough to stay out of reach, Roll tothe side or behind him to evade his attacks, and help your fellow Skeligars by 
‘Specific Encounter: Main Quest: The Lord of Undvik (00 constantly maneuvering so the beast has no single victim to crush 

page 220), 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 
ENE RABLE AGAIN: Though similar to the Cyclops in terms of combat ability, there is one aspect of the Ice Giant that must 


id Ea | | Ee] be cautioned; reportedly the monster draws its strength from cold weather with blizzards allowing them 
: to reach their physical peak. 


Creatures such as the Siren can be bound to the will of an ice Giant. Witchers should coat their silver swords in oil that affect any potential allies to the ice 
Giant to help eliminate them more quickly. A Hornwall Horn was once crafted to help repel Sirens attacking Skelligers, knocking them out of the sky with a 
single blast of noise. Having the hom is of great use against an Ice Giant, directing them to attack its enemies. 


As with a Cyclops, evasiveness and footwork are your best defenses against an Ice Giant. Use Yrden to Improve your chances of avoiding any attacks! 
The inital battle is similar to that of a Cyclops; use bombs or crossbow attacks to soften up the Ice Giant, then use Quen to protect yourself and make 
consistent and rapid dodges and rolls to avoid those swiping hands. 


When the huge anchor is used by the Ice Giant, it becomes slightly less mobile, allowing you to launch sword strikes, or bombs like dancing star, or Igni 
that can damage this ice-loving foe. You can cunningly step forward, in front of the collision spot where the anchor hits the ground, and launch Igni (or 
Yrden), or fob bombs while the Giant struggles to haul the anchor back in for another swing. Repeat these plans until the terror of Undvik is no more. 


{Loot (ce Trolls: Monster blood, Monster brain, Most 
far, Monster tooth, Troll skin, Cawe Tol Iver. atubod shard 
Troll mutagen 


Loot (Rock Tol) Troll skin, Inuwed dust, Tol mutagen 


Sub-Species or Namod Varlants: ke Tol, Rabid Rock Tot 
Rock Troll, Gave Tol, Wham-aWham 


Environments-fce and Rock Trois prefer rocky and 
‘mountainous terrain. They have boen known to claim, 
bridges, though many hide away in caves. 


Tho five ono high esountein cides 0 inaccecsite 


they rarely encounter humans, while odhers hide 


away in coves. Some suppene this is why they 


owe not mastered the back of common speech 
Ochers chan thea barsb Jair hove seipped theen 


of an ability they ance possessed, for in @ band of 


arerending cold or darkness there & 90 ror 


mneny or underntanding 


‘Specific Encounter (ce Tot) inthe cave north of 
Abandoned Village onthe isle of Undvik (Skellie) 


‘Specifio Encounter (Rock Toll: The stone bridge southwest 
of Crossroads (south Velen) once the bandt cam és eared. 


{{OLC ICON] Specitic Encountor (Wham-a-Wham): 
Contract: Missing Miners (see page $29) 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


SMOOOO 


A fone Nekkee is armless Hive are dangerous. Tea 
cam Kill even veterun monster shaves 


‘Loot: Nekker blood, Nokkor claw, Hoke eyo, Nekker heart 
eke Wator liver, NeKher Warrior mutagen 


‘Sub-Spocies or Named Variants: Nekkar, Nokkae Warrior, 
Hogumban 


Environments: Found i numbers across tho known word 
though they prefer locations near roads, where ood! 
regularly asses by. Nekker nests can be dafended by large 
‘numbers of these creatures, wit the occasional Nekkor 
‘Warrior to maintain rug; af must be defeated 


‘Specific Encounter: The Monster Den (cave) just northwest ot 
Hanged Man's Toe n Vole. 


Specific Encounter (Magumban}: Contract: Way Transport 


(see page 535) 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


Nekkers live in the dark woods that grow in damp, 
mist-filled valleys, in colonies of one to several 
dozen individuals. They dig deep burrows for 

lairs and connect them with a network of narrow 
tunnels. They always attack in groups and by 
surprise, trying to surround their prey as quickly 
as possible, cutting off all escape routes. Luckily 
their attack is for the most part disorganized. 


Charging Leap and Swipe: The Nekker leaps forward from 
‘mid-range with a leaping swipe. Well-timed sword skashes 
can interrupt this leap if t occurs just before the Nekker 
takes off 


Jumping Swipe: While hissing and baying at melee range, 
‘one or more Nekkers attempt to slice at your hide with thick- 
nailed clawing attacks. Parrying these is straightforward. Ty 
employing Quen in case an attack gets through your defenses 
when you'r trying to pany oF counter, After parrying, press 
home the advantage with a flury of sword strikes. 


‘Burrowing: Occasionally, Nekkers attempt to burrow to flee 
{rom your rage, oF to maneuver behind you for a surprise 
attack. Yrden slows this down considerably (either before 
they burrow, oF as they are appearing), and simple blocking oF 
parrying stops this surprise attack. 


Warriors: Tougher Nekkers usually have skuil-shaped 
helmets and are fierce opponents than the swarm of usual, 
bony foes. Feel free to target them frst, though every single 
Nekker needs to die! 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS _ 


Individual Nekkers are weak; easy marks 
compared to other monsters; Nekkers do not 
tend to fight as individuals, If you see one, expect 
‘anywhere from 2-10 more, Nekkers overwhelm 
thelr targets through sheer numbers, surrounding 
them, then pummeling and clawing victims to 
death, Even veteran Witchers can fall prey to this. 


Initially approach Nekker combat with a similar 
plan to dealing with a crowd of bandits: long- 
range weaponry that controls groups of foes, 
such as Aard, or bombs such as Dancing Star or 
Northern Wind (the latter is excellent at freezing 
multiple Nekkers bunched together, followed up 
by rapid slicing and dicing before the effects of 
the freeze wear off). This helps thin out a Nekker 
herd before close combat becomes necessary. 
Aard can knock a Nekker to its back, allowing for 
‘swift execution, Aard can also knock over several 
Nekkers at once, a good way to break through 
large groups of attackers. 


For singling out Nekkers (such as Hagumban 

or Warriors), Axii can cause them to pause ina 
stupor (so you can cut down other foes or wound 
the tougher enemy with sword strikes). Igni is also |) 
‘a good choice for roasting groups, or individuals if 

you use Firestream. After incapacitating a tougher 
Nekker, follow up with Rend to deal a single, 
devastating strong attack. For waltzing through 
multiple Nekkers, parrying is great (countering 

is always possible), and Whirl (fast attack) is 

fantastic for demolishing a pack. 


ce Trolls are cfueler than their rocky kin. Though they use similar tactics in battle (tossing stones and swinging with their mighty fist) they are 
stronger than Rock Trolls and thus more dangerous. Rock Trolls, on the other hand, are quick to pummel and lob heavy rocks your way, but have been 
‘appreciate a conversation over bloodshed, and even help humans on occasion. Sea 


Rock Throwing (ranged): Running away Headbutt (melee): With aquick backstep _Pummeling Punches (melee): The power 
from Trl does not quaranteesafety2s before atunch forward, the Tol butts and weight behind every punch thrown by 
they can throw stones with alarming speed anyone standing in rot oft wth a Tol means that they cannot be pari. 
and accuracy. Fortunately, you can easly staggering headbut. Be sure youve Expect single swings and sometimes a senies 
S90 the Tol picking una projectie. Simply employed Quen or siestepped to avoid this. of tree punches in a combo. AWither 
dadg ol othe sde so you're not struck must be adept at evasion, striking when 
(and possibly stunned) by i. There's around a reread acini the opportunities appear, then dodging the 
stondf every eater To YON, rote neablcoteratack Annee 
so you can ol iv and attack, hiss great rebeat and avoid the swiping, then stepping 
time to do Fats, which can stagger anyone nthe ae8 ot teen of he attack to nfict damage 

eft Dar backward, then stepintomelee Oy 

range asthe Trl recovers ram completing 

this ised) attack. 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Trolls of both varieties are vicious fighters, and unfortunately must be fought head on. The armor of stone or ice on their backs protects them too well for 
flanking tactics. Axii stuns them, but only for a brief second (and is only really useful for interrupting their rock throwing), and Yrden slows an already-sluggish 


foe, though you're still within the range of its massive fists and head. 


Tactics for slaying Trolls are as simple as the beasts themselves. It is important to cast Quen and protect yourself from a Troll's fists as you're fighting them 
head-on. Time your (strong) attacks just after each of the Troll's swipes, stepping (or rolling) in and hitting the Troll before backing up again. Igni can cause more 
constant damage while this occurs. Quen is there so you're not stunned and pummeled after a misstep. If you're attacking from range, a Samum or Dancing 
Star bomb can soften these lumbering idiots up a bit. 


BESTIARY 


745 


746 


RELICTS 


‘These are beasts that are truly unlike any other found on the Continent. From the brutish Fiends and Chorts to the tree-like Leshens, and the deceptive Sylvans to the 
‘stone-skinned Shaelmaars of Toussaint, all Relicts could be given another name: Demon. Relicts are among the rarest monsters a Witcher can face, and are arguably 
the most dangerous, If the Path leads to a Contract on one of these foes, prepare as thoroughly as possible. 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


Legends often mistake Chorts for other rabid Relicts, ascribing to them the ability to speak, stand on two 
legs, gobble up cabbage, play pranks and work mischief around the household. 


Charging Headbutt (ranged): Chorts fight with litle finesse, running straight toward their opponent and trying to knock them to 
the ground with the force of their charge. A rapid sidestep or roll prevents you becoming stunned and heavily damaged, 


Clawing Swipes and Butting (melee): After charging and downing their foe, they butt with their great horns, very occasionally 
Kick, and usually strike with their caw-tipped paws. These can be blocked but not countered, or avoided by dodging or roling, 


Resistances: Due to their bulk and four-legged posture, they are mostly unperturbed by the force of the Aard Sign, and the 
‘regenerative powers of their body allow any wounds they receive to heal at a rapid pace. 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Chorts are speed and brute strength personified, rivaled only by Fiends among Relicts. They use their 
arms to pummel, claw, and smash their prey. They also charge with such speed they can barely control 
themselves as they smash headfirst into their unfortunate victims. 


Chorts are the somewhat smaller kin of Fieads and 
Bumbakvetches. Yet any Witcher who thinks their 
diminuive stature means they present no danger 

commit 0 grave error 


Lot: Chort hide, Raw meat, Chort mutagen 


Sulb-Spncios oF Named Variants: Bovine Defense, Force, 
Chor, Howlor 


Asstand-up fight against a Chort is not an option, even for a Witcher, Use their size and speed against 
them: bait them to charge, roll aside, and hope they run headlong into something they can't just charge 
caesentiat teradce Westen through. While they recover from this mishap, you can freely cut into their flanks, Slow down a Chort 
enue woodiand, with period rampages, especialy ttocal_ | With Yrden, then maneuver around to its flank and try roasting it with Jgni. tt helps to think of this as a 
Cattle re tveatened by prdatos bear-like foe you can move to the side of, dart in with sword strikes, and retreat; usually beginning these 
bladed attacks just after the Chort makes a melee attack. Bolster yourself with Quen so any mistimed 


Specific Encounter: The cave due east of Kaer Marien (during 


| secondary Quest Berengr’s Bide, ee page 44), melee strikes don't leave you vulnerable 
Boer eere Rowen? Cobar Mamas Racks Aless direct tactic involves using Devil's Puffball bombs to poison the Chort. If you can drag It through 
hovbounitig the toxic fumes, it will breath in the poison, and ideally help resolve the fight sooner. 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


in a location; after slaying theve or four, 


defend these cows 


fo *: Only ome Chart is found cus 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


When backed into a corner, Dopplers can present a grave danger by taking on the form of their 
assailant (and along with it his strengths and abilities). The sum result is to force the assailant to battle 
against himself—a battle few can win. It doesn't have any of its own attacks, but instead relies on the 
‘aggressive tactics of the human or creature it is mimicking. 


Relict Oil, not Hanged Man's Venom: Remember that coating your sword in Hanged Man's Venom, 
when fighting a human-form of a Doppler, is useless: Your blades must be painted in Relict oil! 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Like other Relicts, Dopplers are extremely vulnerable to silver, and so a silver sword should be used 
when fighting them. Silver has the additional useful property of forcing a Doppler to change form on 
contact. When a Doppler assumes the form of its attacker, it gains some of its skills. In the case of the 
Doppler hunted by Geralt, he gains the ability to use the Active Shield mode for Quen, and can even use 
blasts of Ign. Additionally, the Doppler's swordplay is nearly on par with yours; he can parry and strike 
just as swiftly, 


Abo known av vetlings or changetings, these are 
beings able ro take on che form of any humanoid oF 
animal they please. This transformation is no mere 

‘thion, bat an eutbentic ond complewe mermorpbos 
Be patient when fighting the Doppler. Do not attack when his Active Shield is clearly visible, as the 

Loot Doppler mutagen Assorted tems and equipment | FeSulting detonation can knock you to the ground. Focus on counter-attacks and parrying. A proper 

BASS hosed tan Dido sac counter creates the best opportunity to land an attack or two of your own. Yrden and Axil both provide 
‘openings to exploit against the Doppler. Axi is slightly less useful in that a single strike breaks the effect 


nvronments One may never righty know where a Doppler | gn the Doppler, while Yrden can be used to effectively corral the monster and allow for multiple strikes 
ls.dve oer aby andr degused any envament | Le 
With inhabitants they can mimic. But Novigrad is the best mn 


ps pele aaa ira oy A yetem After defeating the Doppler in Geralt's form, you are given a choice to spare it or finish the fight. If you 
choose the latter, the Doppler drops the Geralt disquise and assumes the previous form it tried to fool 
oo pal (CPasne Comact: fe Ene Tet fae you with when it was fleeing from you. The subsequent fight actually becomes simpler, as the Doppler 
loses the ability to use magic Signs, and its swordplay is significantly less aggressive. Stay patient and 
VULNERABLE AGAINST remember your defense, exploit openings to the fullest, and you can win, 


met 
bn 


Walking mountains of muscle capped with 
horned, toodhfilled heads Like thee rarer cousins 
Bumbakverces, they’ lve in thick fore, swamps 


and bogs 


‘Loot: Fend eye, Fiend mutagen, Fifth essence, Fiend dung 


sw. Species or Named Variants: Fiend, Morvudd 


Environmonts: Fiends roam where they want, but are 
‘extremely rare to ever encounter Caves and forests are their 
preferred hunting grounds, as well asthe wilderness around 
Bald Mountain (n south Velen, 


‘Spocific Encounter: The hidden treasure are just southwest 
‘of Kimbolt Way in south Velen (Crookback Bog). 


Specific Encounter (Morvudd}: Contract: Missing Son (see 
page 530), 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


Godlings (sometimes mistaken for Latin) are similar to 
children in behavior and appearance and, lke children, 


delight in ninchief 


Loot: None 
‘Sub-Specles or Named Variants: Johan, Sarah, Gadling 


Environmants: These are woodland creatures dweling i 
burrows and moss-covered hollow stumps on the outskirts of 
‘human settlements, 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


Their size alone makes Fiends extremely dangerous; one blow from their powerful paws can kill a horse" 
along with its fully-armored mount. Their enormous heft also makes them invulnerable to Aard; even 
Witchers specializing in the power of Signs could not move one even an inch. Furthermore, any wounds 
they receive heal at lightning speed. 


Charging Antters (ranged): lends favor brutal, head-long charges into their opponents, attempting to knock them to the 
‘ground with the force oftheir charge. A rapid sidestep or roll prevents you becoming stunned and heavily damaged. 


Cawing Swipes and Butting (melee): After charging and dovming their foe, they butt wit ther great anters, very 
cccasionally kick, and usually strike wit their caw-tipped paws. These can be blocked but not countered, or avoided by dodging 
orroling. 


‘Burning Third Eye: They can also call on a more refined weapon: the third eye located inthe center oftheir forehead, which 
they use to draw their prey into a state of hypnosis. During these times their victim does not see anything beyond this single 
burning eye—the last thing they see before their death. interrupt this with a Sign attack or bomb before you're transfixed 


Resistances: Due to their bulk and four-legged posture, they are mostly unperturbed by the force of the Aard Sign, and the 
regenerative powers oftheir body allow any wounds they receive to heal ata rapid pace. 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


A Fiend's only weakness is its fear of loud noises. Bombs such as Samum or Devils Puffball are thus 
quite effective when fighting this monster, Furthermore, a blade covered in Relic oll can increase a 
Witcher’s chances of victory, or at least of walking away from the fight. Consider Fiends as one would 
a Chort: incredible speed, strength, and a single-minded desire to Kill—only more ferocious, larger, and 
angrier. They fight very much the same, and can be taken advantage of in similar ways. 


The Fiend's third eye defines this monster as a force with which to be reckoned. It can lure victims into a 
state of hypnosis, where all they see is the third eye glowing in the darkness. Inexperienced hunters will 
die in the seconds that follow. Witchers know to follow that burning eye, and understand to use that to. |) 
judge precisely when to evade: A Fiend attempting its hypnosis can be interrupted by Signs. A well timed 
Samum bomb can permanently disable the Fiend’ third eye and prevent any use of hypnosis. 


Fiends are not particularly vulnerable to fire, but it can help to use Igni or other fire-setting bombs to 
maintain the pressure on the monster. Otherwise, a plan of conjuring Quen (so your first enemy attack is 
automatically guarded), utilizing Yrden if you need to slow the Fiend down, and raking the Fiend’s flanks 
is the best way to eventually drop this massive foe. 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Godlings are deeply rooted in their home territory and perform acts of care and guardianship to those 
dwelling near their burrows. They watch over people as well as animals, but, shy creatures by nature, try” 
to do so while remaining unseen. b 


These hard-working and clever creatures gladly perform small services for those in their care, asking 
only for respect and payment in the form of food or cast-off tools in return. They are easily offended 

by churlish, ungrateful, or simply rude behavior. Godlings also treasure their peace and quiet. When 

the village a Godling watches over becomes too populated or its inhabitants forget the old ways, it will 
abandon its burrow for good and wander off to destinations unknown. Godlings do not possess offensive 
capabilities, and are never challenged in combat. 


GF 


Loot Lashon resin, Ancient Lesten mutagen, Fiber, Timber, 
Leshen mutagen, Infused shard, Hardened timber 


‘Sub-Species or Named 
Kernun 


ts: Leshen, Ancient Leshen, 


Environmonts: Leshans make the forests ther home, and 
rarely stray trom thei ertitory, 


Specific 


inter: nthe doll below Arrskrone Caste Runs, 
ln Gusts tortor, 


Spocific Encounter (Kernun): Contract: Lod ofthe Wood 


(80 pago 524). 


[) VULNERABLE AGAINST 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


‘old enough to earn the appellation 
make them particularly dangerous. 


Forest Totems: Some Leshens create magic totems that 
increase their strength: In such cases these totems should be 
destroyed before or while fighting them. 


Leshen Allies (The Raven): In combat Leshens use nat only 
their ong claws but also their many allies, including ravens, 
Which harass and distract the Leshen's opponent. Roll to 
avoid being pecked as the swarm of these birds converges 
‘on your location, and yeu'l likely survive this ranged swarm 
attack unscathed. 


Leshen Allies (The Wot}: Wolves also untalingly answer 
the call ofa Leshen, and these can number upto sx, and be 
(rey or wit in nature. You may wish to retreat from the main 
site of batie and dea with the wolves individually (or as a 
pack) using the Bestiary tactics on page 720, before retuming 
to slay the Leshen itself. Wolves must be slain whether or nat 
the Leshen is defeated, 


Root Tendrils (Ranged): Leshens are also able to bend 
plant ite to their will and make it aid them in battle. Cracking 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Leshens dwell in dense, primeval woods. Fercely territorial creatures, they hunt with stealth and 
cunning as their only companions. They use their inbom magic to control the plants and animals within 
in their territory. When stalking them, half the battle is merely getting near enough to strike. Leshens 
incient” are particularly toughened from centuries of existence that 


Up and snaking through the ground are massive tree roots 
that can stun and heavily damage you, Watch fora Leshen 
«digging their root like arms Into the ground. This sa sign 
that they are commanding the rots to strike. This attack has 
surprising range, and can only be rolled away from, 


Black Smoke Teleport: After receiving a barrage of strikes 
from you, back up if you see the Leshen form a thick cloud of 
‘smoke around its form; it temporarily blinks out of existence 
into a flock of ravens, and maneuvers to a close location 
‘nearby. Break off the attack, readjust to the new position, and 
continue the battle. 


Claw Stic 


19 (Melee): Leshens are slow, but powerful melee 
serious injury allowed, Dodge or 


roll away from the swipes of their claws, which cannot be 
panied, 

Weaknesses: Itis a Witcher’s good fortune that Leshens do 
have one weakness; they are extremely vulnerable to the 


Ign Sign. 


Igni, and any bombs that can potentially cause fire damage, such as Dragon's Dream, are the keys to 
success when going against Leshens. While a Leshen burns, it will be unable to defend Itself. So lob in a 
dragon's dream, ideally just in front of a Leshen walking towards you at long or mid-range, Then light up 
the particles of the bomb with an explosive crossbow bolt, or better yet, lgni. Firestream provides a constant, focused burn so damage is continuous. If your 
sword is imbued with runestones that inflict fire damage, so much the better 


‘When close to a Leshen, press home with constant light attacks, chipping away at this Relict and have Quen active to resist the first enemy strike. Leshens 
have more types of attack (including wolves which can seriously impede your chances at higher difficulties) when at range, so close the distance to avoid 
having to deal with root tendrils and animal summoning. instead, constant pressure and hack at the Leshen with sword and Igni attacks, rushing the 


Leshen as it reforms after the smoke condenses. 


Loot: Powdered monster tissue, Monster hide, Monster 
carapace, Shaeimaar hai, Shaeimaar dust, Blue mutagen 


Shgelmaay, Emperor of 
Ntgaard’s Shaelmaar, Monster of Tuto 

Env Uniess you're fighting one of these 

focky behemoths in an arena, expect to find them deep 
Underground in expansive cave systems. 

Specific E The cave southeast of Roux-Cannes 
Outpost (Vintner's Contract. 


‘Main Quest: The Beast of Touissant (see page 317) 
‘Specific Encounter (Monster of Tufo}: Contract: The Tufo 


Monster (see page $44), 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


Since Shaelmaars are blind, they find thelr 
way by sensing vibrations and listening for 
sounds. Thus the best tactic when fighting 
such a monster is to hurl something heavy or 
noisy against a nearby boulder or wall, Then 
pray silently that the beast will roll toward the 
sound and knock itself out upon striking into 
the obstacle. Note that when you're actively 
searching for a Shaelmaar, you're likely to hear 
the ground-tremoring burrowing and moves it 
makes before you actually see one. 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


can only be rolled away from. 


‘Spriggans area subspecies of the monsters known 
ax Leshens. Theit oppedte i such thar they cao 
devour more flesh than an army at a wedding. Foch 
Spriggan hax mastery ever plants and is wnertrvably 
tied w them. Thus if sameone destroys greenery jis 


domain, itimmediarely comes tn punish the disturbee 


‘Loot: Leshen resin, Ancient Leshen mutagen, Fiber, Timber 
{Lesher mutagen, infused shard, Hardened timber 


‘Sub-Species or Named Variants: Spriggan, Grottore 
Environments: The woodlands and caves of Toussaint 


‘Specifo Encounter: The undergrowth midway between Fox 
|) Hallow (to the west and Plegmund’s ridge (to the east, cost 
to a Prophot Lebloda's Footsteps mark: Have Secondary 
‘Quest: Bi Foet to Fil active (eee page 457), 

Specific Encounter (Groups): Contract: Feet Cold a be (xee 
page 546) 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


Blind as @ Bat: Shaeimaars are blind and rely on sounds to find their prey. This makes combat 
‘much easier. Coax the Shaelmaar away from third parties by simply moving, lobbing bombs, or 
‘creating noises (with Signs, or your Crossbow, for example). 


‘One-Hit Attacks: The Shaelmaar has three types of attacks that strike once: a left arm swing, 
‘aright arm swing, and a vertical swing ("uppercut"). Each deals heavy damage, and should be 
pared, dodged, or met with Quen to absorb the attack. 


‘Head Smash: With its bulk and heavy armor plating, the beast lurches forward, leading with 
ts head and neck. This can stagger you, and does a great deal of darnage. Only by dodging (or 
‘otherwise ensuring you are somewhere else wien the attack strikes) can you escape unharmed. 


Counterattack: struck too many tes, the Shaelmaar tends 1o rol up into an invulnerable 
ball You need to exercise patience and wai for it to unol tel before attacking. Try to 
srke the beast whl itis rolled up, and it can quickly counterattack with a swift and 
hheavily-damaging swipe. 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


In combat a Spriggan makes skilled use of its powerful limbs. When riled it attacks swiftly and forcefully, 
which, given its considerable mass, can prove highly problematic. Its calloused hide can deflect even 
strong blows from a sword, and there can be no thought of parrying the Spriggan’s attacks. One must 
keep an eye out for roots, which the Spriggan attempts to use to entangle its foe. 


Root Tendril Barrage (Ranged): Spriggans can command the roots of nearby trees: Cracking up and snaking through the ground 
‘are a massive tangle of tree roots that can stun and heavily damage you. Watch for @ Spriggan digging its root-fike arms into the 
‘ground, Ths isa sign that they are commanding the roots to strike, This attack has surprising range, appears in a random spot, and 


Root Tendril Lance (Ranged): A tendrils launched from the Spriggan's arm directly at you, which can damage you as well as 
stun you. You're wise to watch the Spriggan point its arm outward in preparation for this atfack, so you can dodge It 


Root Teleport (Defensive and Offensive): A Spriggan can also teleport. This is usually employed whwen you've stood Up to the 
‘Spriggan and sliced at it repeatedly with your swords; it counters by temporarily blinking out of existence after being swallowed 
by columns of roots, and maneuvering to a cose location nearby (defensive) or directly in front of you to attack (offensive). Break 
off the attack, readjust to the new position, and continue the battle. 


Claw Slicing (Melee): Spriggans aren't quick by any means, but are powerful melee fighters and can cause serious injury if 
allowed. Dodge or roll away from the swipes oftheir claws, which cannot be parried, 


Weaknesses: Like their Northern cousins, Spriggans do have one weakness: they are extremely vulnerable to the Ign Sign. 
Resistances: The Aard Sign does not work against, for no force on earth can knock it ver 

THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 

The tactics you perfected when battling Leshens across the Northern Realms are ideally suited to cutting 
down the Leshen's forest brethren in Toussaint. Coat your blade in Relict oll, and when a Spriggan first 
‘appears, attempt to lob Dimeritium bombs at it to prevent its more potent root attacks. Launch a variety 


of Igni attacks and fire-based projectiles (dancing star, explosive bolts, and ability-based Igni attacks) 
before rushing the Spriggan with bladed slicing (if your swords inflict fire damage, so much the better). 


Don't dilly-dally! Close the gap by donning a protective coat of Quen and start hammering away at close 
range, remaining at less than a sword’s length until the Spriggan tries to teleport. Quickly roll or dodge 
the Spriggan as it tries to teleport in front of you, before continuing the barrage of swords strikes until 
‘one of you yields. Make constant use of Igni and Quen, and it is highly likely it will be the Spriggan who 
falls first. 


‘Chargo: When it finds itself ata moderate or lng distance from you, or afer you have 
ita few tes, the beast wil curt into a bland ol Forward at great speed, knocking 
anything in is path. it hits you, expect ofl on your back and te stunned for afew 
{wile being vunerable to adtonal attacks). The Shadlmaar wil slop to afer it strikes yo 
‘oF runs into an obstace You're best of getting wel out ofthe way ofthis attack, though you 
‘can also rll or dodge to the side, then damage the beast wit a well-timed strike tots flank 
after tts charge tails, to its exposed underbelly. 


‘Ground Pummel: The Shaelmaar can use its large, shove- ke arms to throw copious amount 
‘of rock and soln a wave of destruction. usually does so as an opening tack. Dodge tothe 
‘ide to prevent being damaged by the assorted projectiles. Z 


Tremor: youre fighting 2 Shaehnar ina cave can burrow into the ground shaking ts 
back plates and creating tremors that cause rocks to fall from the ceiling. Itreappears shortly 
‘after, so keep your wits about you and watch the mini-map to track the foe. 


Echo Location: If you stand still for long enough, the Shaelmaar sends sound waves to kicale 
‘you, which can cause discomfort to your ears, though it isn't debilitating, However, your postion 
's discovered, meaning you need to attack or retreat. 


The good news is that the Shaelmaar has limited ability to dodge any of your attacks. The bad news is that it turns and defends its vulnerable front by showing 
its back to you, a back that is heavily armored and difficult to penetrate. This also occurs if you attempt to use Igni. Expect it to violently roll around the arena if 


you attack it repeatedly and use its meaty paws to swipe if struck from behind. 


‘Aside from well-timed strikes as the Shaelmaar finishes a combat move and deft dodging to avoid the pulverizing nature of its attacks, your best plans are to 
disorientate it using Aard and follow that up with Samum bombs that generate a large amount of noise and confuse the Shaelmaar (allowing you to strike with 
swords, crossbow, more bombs, or Signs), The number one best tactic against Shaelmaars is to throw a bomb at a wall, allowing the monster to charge that 
wall causing it to crash and fall on its back. tis most vulnerable when laying on the ground as it loses its armor buff for the duration of the knockdown. 
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SPECTERS 


Fras 

‘Sylvans are extremely rare woodland crearures whose 

‘appeemunce combines traits of goats aad rotund men, 

Lazy by norare, they would gladly spend every day in 

idleness, puffing on pipes, gorgiag on rich foods end 
downing sr00g drinks 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


‘Sylvans, despite their corpulent frames, are 
astonishingly strong and agile. They also emit 
a powerful and extremely unpleasant scent 
which can cause even a Witcher, whose line 
of work accustoms him to foul stenches, to 
‘gag and feel faint. 


‘Loot: Leather, Orens 
‘Sub-Species or Named Variants: Syivan, Algod, Fugas 


Eronments: Coser to farms and arders where they 
‘can feed. A Sytvan known as Fugas has been seen at Bald 
Mountain. 


Specific Encounter: The brick ndns south of Wastret Manor 
inVelen (Secondary Quest: A Greedy God, see page 383) 


O 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


ost 


Those who have died under horrible circumstances, who were not laid to rest in proper graves, or who felt abandoned or betrayed by those they called lover or friend, 
or those who simply have regrets over their life, all can potentially return to the world of the living as vengeful spirits. Dealing with these partly-ethereal entities is a 


common contract for the Witcher. 


EE Se ee 

Simpletons clan coeneitting perdculery rote acts 

wll bring dowa the wrth of te gods in the form of 

‘phaonaen dogs knowe os “Banyhests” that salt the 

road at ight Even if this i her origin, Rarghests 

‘are 0 threo saints and sinners ali, for they amock 
both with equal ferocity 


Loot: Barghest essence, Emerald dust, Sapphire dust, blue 
mutagen 

‘Sub-Species or Named Variants; Barghest 
Environments: Wherever a sequence of tragic events has 
‘occurred inthe past, usually abandoned places lke camps 
‘or caves that have seen past bloodshed. They are also 
‘summoned by Wights. 


‘Specific Encounter: The hidden treasure by the river, north 
J) and atti west of Caste! Ravello Vineyard (Toussaint), 


1) VULNERABLE AGAINST 


‘RMIT 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


Barghests, like wolves, are stronger in packs, Together they surround their prey, leaping at itand tearing 
itapart with their teeth. If their prey defends itself too determinedly, they strike it with a blast of phantom 
fire. Since they are fast and agile, they can easily evade attacks directed at them. 


Bite and Leaping Bite: After emitting a snart, a Barghest Ectoplasmic Fire (close): A close-range fire breath attack is 
\will make a short leap and bite at you, or less of a leap anda used on you as @ last resort, if you're already surrounded or 
‘simple bite f very close to you, just ike a wo, Listen for this the Barghest is too lose to leap at you, Expect to receive fire 
‘snarl, and simply dodge or oll (usually backward or to the ‘damage; dodge to avoid it. you are using the alternate Quen 
Side) to avoid the attack. Or parry the bite ‘shield, expect this to quickly destroy your defenses, 


Circling: While one Barghest launches biting attacks, others Dodging: After attacking, a Barghest continues moving away 
‘may circle around you, betore leaping in aterward. Simply {rom you and back into attack position whvle another from 
keep an eye on all your foes, and block if you're worried the pack launches al you. Barghests have perfected quick 
‘about being struck. You can block even if the Barghest's dodges that take them out of your attacks' range, So step 
attack is to your side or rear bback yourself and engage with ranged ordnance, or wait for 


neee pPacialup ne rent ee call aa 
‘known to tear lesser wartors apart, as they work much better as 

‘team: one Barghest wil bite, folowed by ancthes, then another, 
keeping you on the defensive and attacking from al anghes 


Ethereal Leap (ranged): In adktion to attacking tke a wot 
with its teeth and claws, a Barghest can assume ethereal form 
and take long, spectral leap ator near you, then retum to 
its material state-This covers ground quickly and can knock 
you back, 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Encountered in small packs, Barghests use their speed and ethereal attacks to constantly keep 

their opponent on the defensive. The best tactics to defeat a pack of Barghests is quick and nimble 
‘movement, constantly dodging and rolling to avoid becoming surrounded, Crowd-control tactics are 
encouraged, such as area-of-effect bombs (especially Moon Dust which stops Barghests from launching 
thelr ethereal leaps or breathing fire. If surrounded, lgni and Aard can drive off a pack, if just for a 
moment, allowing you some time to recover Stamina. 


Resistances: They cannot be burned, but fire hurts them 
asi they were of flesh and blood, so utlize Ign or offensive 
capabilities using fire, but don't expect a prolonged effect. 


Barghests usually try to keep you at medium distance, so they can launch running and leaping attacks, snapping and clawing you before retreating again, 
‘and letting the pack attack once or twice at a time. Retaliate by purposefully dodging and rolling without using offense against multiple Barghests, until 
they cluster together. Then quickly strike with Aard, before charging in and delivering killing blows before they recover. Keep continuously moving: dodging 
and rolling in different directions before stepping in with a swift light strike or two, and moving again. Wights are able to command Barghests to aid them. 


Roaring Flatulence (Ranged): Stretching out both arms and producing a loud of extremely 
‘unpleasant vapors, the Sylvan pollutes the combat area witha foul stench that increases your 
{oxcty. Keep an eye on how much poisoning you can take, and react as you would when 
toxicity levels are approaching dangerous levels. 


Fireball (Ranged): A quick conjure and fing offre in your general direction is surprisingly 
‘quick and the attack the Sylvan uses most when at range. Dodge or rol to avoid it, watching 
for the Sylvan to place its hand behind its back before lobbing the fire so you know when 
to.avoid it 


Fire Breath: A gout of fire is belched from a Syivan's mouth, causing fire damage that 
Continues as it coats your armor. Rol around quickly to avoid it, or use Quen to absorb it 


Ground Stomp: When the Sylvan raises its foot up, step away from the area of effect when the: 
stomp connects, lest you be staggered by the immense force of this attack. Blocking eases the 
staggering, as does backing out ofthe radius, which is usually easy (especially if you rol, 


‘Swiping Claws (Melee): Up to three lumbering (out heavy) swiping attacks are possible 
{n quick succession, with the Sylvan pushing forward as each strike connects. These can 
‘be blocked but not countered. A step to the side and retaliation is always acceptable in 
these circumstances, 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


‘eanaShies are Wraths which use thee perc exes 
1 woke the dead to fight tele foes. Their cries can 
additionally stun enemiex, making dhem easy raryets 
for direct aracks 


‘Loot: Wraith essonce, Spector dust, Amethyst dust, Emerald 
‘dust, Sapphire dust, Infused shard 


‘Sub-Spocies or Named Variants: Beanrshie, Daphne, 
Longlocks 


Environments: na place of torment, which could be where 
th spit of a woman was sealed, stuck between life and 
oath 


‘Specific Encounter; Seidhe LIygad Amphitheater, during 
Treasure Hunt: But Other Than That, How Di You Enjoy the 


yy Pav? ise page 573) 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


Old gossips claim Beann'shies are the spirits of women stuck between life and death due to traumatic. 
‘experiences. Their wails and howls are considered ill omens of imminent, inevitable death, though tt 
are said not to attack the living themselves, Most often they appear in the form of pale, tear-streaked 
women with shriveled faces and wrinkled, corpse-like bodies. 


Banshee Wail: After taking damage from your attacks, a Beann'shie wil rise to her place of death and let outa scream that, 
could wake the dead-iterally. This summons a group of five or more skeletal foes (and she is invulnerable for a few moments, 
during and after the wai), The Beann’shie then heals while you're preoccupied with the skeletons (who are easily dispatched ike 
‘Bandits, or blown backward with Aard and stabbed while prone). : 


Banshee Scream: Beann'shies have a second scream thal's just as ear-piercing, but is used to stun you instead of summon 
‘skeletons. Beware ofthis and dodge or roll away from the sound wave, 


Dash Attack: I you're stunned, the Beann’shie bursts forward with great speed and performs a powerful melee attack; don't let 
this happen by avoiding the scream in the first place! 


‘Melee Combo: Expect some nasty clawing, which can strike you up to four times (usually three or four hits), These are quick 
‘and light, and can therefore be parried. She quickly flats backward after each successful attack or counter that she performs. 


Counter: you're successful with two or more melee attacks, the Beann'shie attempts @ counter attack: a very quick spin that 
causes heavy damage and pushes you (and her) away from each other. You're encouraged to strike twice before adjusting and 
striking again in order to avoid ths, 


‘Regeneration: Beann'shies can regenerate, but this does not mean they cannot be defeated: just ensure you know what to do 
‘during each part ofthe fight, which is more segmented than most other bates, 

Resistances: The critical effects of Signs, Bobs, and bolts do not affect a Beann'shie. She is slow, attempting to stay at 
‘medium range and away from your attacks, only approaching when attempting a dash or melee combo strike, When fighting a 
Beannshie, there is no point using bombs or bolts, for they wil do the Wraith no damage. 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Use tactics previously reserved for Wraiths: Yrden to slow a Beann’shie down enough to dart in with 
acouple of hard-hitting, specter-oil-coated attacks, then whittle down her health until she starts her 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS” 


Shira fut ed Eugos, the guste of the Bad Mate 
in appearance. That they are fat, and look clumsy, hides 

of physical strength. Melee combat against a Sylvan is 
Witcher. Evade the physical strikes from a Sylvan, do not: 
counterattack. Yrden can allow you time to bring a silver sword into play, 
a Sylvan can counter this by breathing intense flames that melt through 
best armor. 


‘Sylvans are slow, which is something you can use to your advantage, 
providing you've spent attribute points. Yrden's magic trap is excellent at 
both slowing the Sylvan down and zapping it continuously (follow up. with 
sword strikes). Devil's Puffball and Igni, or just fire-based attacks on their 
‘own (Firestream in particular), can cause consistent damage, which is helpful 
as sword strikes can't be maintained as this foe likes to swat at you with 
toughened, piglety hands. 


If close-quarters combat is not going well, you should be prepared to make 
use of long-ranged options. A powerful crossbow loaded with good bolts can 
keep you relatively safe, while still effective at slaying this beast, 


BAW A 


infamous wail. As soon as the skeletal foes appear, defeat them as quickly as possible using fast attacks 
and knocking them over with Aard; this means the Beann'shie has fewer opportunity to heal herself, and you can continue this combat of attrition, 


‘ABeann’shie strafes, tries a melee attack, dashes away, tries the scream to stun you, then uses her dash attack if successful; then she begins this attack 
pattern again, If wounded, she stops this pattern and summons her bony brethren. When she does, remove the skeletal threats quickly, before attacking 


her with well-timed sword strikes once again. 


752 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


Those tormented by a Hym are incapable of restful sleep, for they are tormented by ever-more-frequent, 
incredibly-realistic nightmares. At times the victim will become extremely on edge, yelling pleas or 

threats at invisible phantoms or confessing his guilt out loud in the hope this will end his torment. This 

‘act does not, however, bring any relief, for the Hym will not leave until it has addled its victim's wits. 
‘completely or driven him to suicide. 


Ethereal Claws: Hyms do not move quickly, compared to other Spectres, Their ethereal claws have great reach, and they can 
‘sap the ife out oftheir victims with a mere brush, which makes up for their slowness. Evade or rll past the claws and try to 
strike the Hym before it can react. 


{nto Darkness: Be aware that after several strikes, the Hym wil teleport to another comer of its room, so change your view to 
ensure you see the Hym before it strikes you. The cover of darkness makes this spirit dificult to see, which it uses to ts advantage. 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Once a Hym is exposed possessing a victim, the Witcher way of exorcism comes into effect. Moon Dust 
keeps this Specter corporeal, while a silver sword coated with Specter oil finishes the task. 


‘These Wraiths only leh ante particularly despicoe 
individuals who have commited some unspeakable 
cexime To all others, they remain completely sass 
When chey do show themselves to the one thew 
torment, they appear as a tll, shadow-chod, humancad 
silhouette with koag, vharp clews 


The battle against Udalryk's Hym takes place in two phases, one in the main chamber of his old home, 
and one in the cellar. During the first phase, damage the Hym whenever possible, using Moon Dust 
bombs to keep it physically present. This is a long fight, and unless you are significantly stronger than 
Loot ath essence, Specter cust, Amethyst dust.Emersid | the Hym, you will be at this for a while. It helps to cast Quen and have this magical shield to absorb the 
Sg econ hee banana first raking strike a Hym attempts, so you can be more carefree with your sword flailing, 


‘Suib-Species or Named Variants: Hymn 
When Udalryk begins to succumb to the Hym's madness, immediately use Axii on him to force him to 
Environments: Hyms can take possession of humans, though 


thoy ptr lnges who have commited gave cmos orare remain calm. Igni and Yrden are both great help at keeping the pressure on the Hym. Being lit on fire 
‘emotional and esi to manipuate doesn't have particularly dramatic effect on the Hym, but it helps keep it more visible, Yrden slows down 
the already slow Specter, making it easier to deal damage. 


Spocitic Encounter: During Secondary Quest Possession 
When the Hym retreats to the cellar, pursue it quickly before it can regenerate. The cellar has candles 
you must light with Igni to help keep the Hym corporeal. Continue fighting defensively, evading its claws 
and striking as openings present themselves until the Hym succumbs. 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


similar plan is necessary if you encounter a Hym during your battle through the Realm of Rumination, 
during Hearts of Stone Main Quest: Whatever a Man Soweth.... (see page 309), though it is better to 
ignore any Hyms here as time is of the essence. 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


When they attack, Nightwraiths remain immaterial for most of the time, meaning physical blows pass 
‘ight through them. They only take on more tangible form for the brief moments in which they strike, 


Floating Swipes: The Wraith floats with some degree of finesse and speed, swiping at you once (and occasionally twice) as she 
‘passes through or by you. Expect to take damage if Quen isn’t active. The attacks can be parried but not countered. 


Ethereal Doppelgiingers: When weakened, Nightwraiths create several projections of themselves which cannot attack directly, 
but act as transmitters of sorts through which the Nightwraith can sap her victim's vital energy. Dismiss each projection witha 

swift sword swipe in order to find the Nightwraith herself f dashing about isnt to your liking, employ bombs or crossbow bolts 
to quickly destroy Nightwraith projections. 


Ethereal Form: Nightwraiths can tum immaterial and are at such times very difficult to wound. in order to force one to take oh 
‘corporeal form, trap it wit the Yrden Sign or hit it with the blast of a Moon Dust bomb, 


‘One mighe gst, how much harm could @ pale, 
withered woman in ¢ tattered drec do? The anxwer: 
qtte @ bit. Instead of finding this out the hard way, 
areid cromsing fields and meadows at night at all nets ‘Day or Night, Time to Fight: Do not believe the old wives’ tales and think yourself completely safe from Nightwraiths during the 

wig ay, They appear under the ght ofthe sun as well but are much weaker then than after dusk 
Loot: Nightwrath mutagen, Nightwrath dark essence, THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


\Nightwraith’s hair, Wraith essence, Specter dust. Infused 
dust, Lunar shards, Nightwraiths favor the dark. If you seek to claim a bounty on a Nightwraith, you have to meditate until 


Sub-Species or Named Variants: Nghtwrath, Jey’ | ‘the moon hangs in the sky. Unfortunately, this is also when the Nightwraith is at its strongest. f you are 
the Woods patient, you can find a Nightwraith during the day, when it is at its weakest. 
Seen teen ba ae fry alos Mostly incorporeal, a Nightwraith must be made corporeal, either through Yrden, or Moon Dust bombs, 


- ieeGs cote ait tales lea Particularly troublesome to a Nightwraith is the Yrden Magic Trap ability; zapping this Specter while 


sures ra oe ee, 
\ slowing it down is mast effective! Employ Quen during the offensive parts of battle. When forced 
toes a nt aeemsremlcemya to become corporeal, silver swords can be employed to finish the Wraith off. When weakened, a 


Nightwraith can split into three copies of itself. Destroy these with all haste (using swords, bombs, or 
crossbow bolts), during this state the Nightwraith saps vital energy from nearby sources. Destroying the 


copies forces the real Nightwraith to reveal itself. Cast Quen during this time, in preparation for the next 
VULNERABLE AGAINST round ob combat 


Sh p< 


Specific Encounter (Jenny 0" the Woods): Contract: Jehny 
O' the Woods (see page 507), 


(On particularly searing summer days, when the 
suo roaches ies zenith, Weais will ot times appear, 
resembling sun-scorched women dressed in bag, white 
robes These are Nooawruths, the spinits of young 
women and girls who died violent deaths right before 
their weddings 


‘Loot Noonwrath ight essence, Specter dust, Wraith essence, 
‘Noorwraith mutagen, infused dust, Amethyst dust, Emerald dust 


‘Sub-Specles or Named Variants: Noonwrath, The White Lady 


Environments: Volon and White Orchard have seen an 
increase in Noonwraits wandering the land, as war 
continues to ravage these lands 


‘Specific Encounter: Just south ofthe Firschiow village 
Signpost, south Velen, 


Specific Encountor (Noonrath: Contract: Devi by the Wel 
(900 page 505). 


‘Specific Encountor (Luzi the White Lardy): Contract: The 
Wiite Lady (see page 526). 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


Sh Spa 


When plague rmayes @ mgion, o spi wil samen wei 

fn Jandy, 2 ghost msembling an if woenan whose fk rox 

off her bones and in whose wake crawls @ cavalcade of rat. 

No one knows whether this spe bings dhe pox with ber 
cris merely drow it Bie © rcv a igh 


Loot: Wraith mutagen, Wraith essence, Specter dust, Infused 
shard, Glyphs 


Sub-Species or Named Variants: Prague Maden, Pesta, 
Annabelle 


Environments: These foul Ghasts appear in the wake of 
sickness taking the Ives of many. nthe aftermath of armies 
trampling through Velen on the march to Novirad, te disease 
that follows death in war shoul alert you to these monsters. 


‘Specific Encounter: During Secondary Quest (Keira Metz) 
ATowertul of Mice (see page 171). 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


Noonwraiths do not bleed and are for the most part immune to the effects of Witcher Signs. They can 
create mirror images of themselves which circle their victims in a kind of morbid parody of a dance. This | 
Ghastly ritual drains their victims’ life energy while adding to their own strength. Noonwraiths are also 
able to manipulate the physical world to a limited degree, kicking up clouds of dust which temporarily 

blind and disorient their opponents. 


Floating Swipes: The Wraith floats at you, swiping at you once (and occasionally twice) as she passes through or by yOu. 
Expect to take damage if Quen isn’t active. The attacks can be parried but not countered, and are more damaging than those of. 


'Nightwraith. 


Ethereal Dopplegangers: When weakened, Noonwraiths create several projections of themselves which cannot attack directly, 
but act as transmitters of sorts through which the Noonwraith can sap her victim's vital energy. Dismiss each projection with a 
‘swift sword swipe in order to find the Noomwraith herself. dashing about isn’t to your liking, employ bombs or crossbow bolts 


‘0 quickly destroy Noonwaith projections. 


‘Dust Cloud: Kicking up a blinding cloud of dust can cause sight disorientation, so dodge or roll and avold becoming staggered 


by this attack. 


‘Night or Day, Time to Pay: Contrary to popular belief, Noonwraiths can also be encountered at night, but are much weaker then 


than during the day. 
THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Noonwraiths are similar in nature to Nightwraiths, save for their preference of the sunlight, and a greater 
mastery of physical attacks. They can blind foes with dust they kick up. Noonwraiths can also create 
copies of themselves when threatened, consuming the lifeforce of their victims until they are destroyed. 
Bombs and crossbow bolts can destroy Noonwraith Doppelgangers. Yrden forces a Noonwraith to 
become corporeal and vulnerable. In all other respects, combat should be the same as if encountering 


a Nightwraith 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


particularly painful iliness. 


staggered by this attack. 


Dreviously-listed aggression strikes you. 
THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


| Also known as Pesta, a Plague Maiden is one of the more insidious Wraiths a Witcher can come across. 
When provoked, Pesta call forth clouds of plague-ridden insects that seek out their foes. The insect 
clouds can be destroyed with Igni or a slice of a silver sword. Aard can push the clouds back. Plaque 
Maidens have fewer overt weaknesses compared to other Wraiths, but are stil vulnerable to Yrden. 
This can help keep the maiden both corporeal and still while you strike with a silver sword, but it also 
means you will be swarmed by the plague clouds. Otherwise, the stratagems learned when fighting 


Nightwraiths and Noonwraiths come into play here. 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


Ethereal Form: Noonwraiths can tur immaterial and are at such times very difficult to wound. in order to force a Noonwraith to 
take corporeal form, one must first trap it with the Yrden Sign or strike it with a Moon Dust bomb. Once the monster has regained 
physical presence, one can mount a fast attack with a silver blade, preferably one coated in Specter ol 


‘As the name “Plague Maiden” suggests, these Wraiths take the appearance of females, though exactly 
why that is remains a mystery. Some speculate they, like other such Specters, arise from the powerful 
emotional charge associated with certain circumstances of death, such as death preceded by a long and 


Floating Swipes: The Wraith floats at you, swiping at you once (and occasionally twice) as she passes through or by you. Expect 
to take damage it Quen isn’t active. The attacks can be parried but not countered, and can inflict polson damage. 


Plague Clout: A swarm of revolting insects can cause slight disorientation and poisoning, so dodge or roll and avoid becoming 


Ethereal Form: Plague Maidens can turn immaterial and are at such times very difficult to wound. Force a Pesta to take on a 
‘corporeal form by trapping it withthe Yrden Sign or strike it with a Moon Dust bomb. Once the monster has regained physical 
presence, mount a fast attack with a siver blade, preferably one coated in Specter ol, 


Poisoning Aplenty: Plague Maidens are immune to poison attacks, and also have a chance to inflict poison if any ofthe 
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According 0 some philosophers, everything we do 
in Bije eaves ¢ permanen trace inthe decore mater 
sehich avakes up our souk. Bei! deeds, especially harm 
<dooe t innocent ereutures, aa torment the sou! of a 


‘sinner ard couse it 0 roan restless, even after 
APG et soelg the wen known 


PR 
Loot Not applicable 
‘Sub-Spocies or Named Variants: Umbra 


death, 
Vena 


Environments: Usually hunting the mind or the graves of 
the mand ortho recenty-departed sous of those wha have 


‘commuted evi deeds during ther to, 


Specific Encounter: During Secondary Quest: Equine 


Phantoms (0 page 540), 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


Gerics and scholars agree on wher Beppe a> pints 

rhe, for ene reason Or another, reenain in our weed 

“afer their Boxy breather ne they trenyform nto 
‘Wraith. To hear their mournfal how's one can 


sutrnive this is nos « fate to be eavide 


‘Loot: Wraith essence, Wrath mutagen, Specter dust, 
‘Amethyst dust, Emerald dust, Infused dust 


‘Sub-Species or Named Variants: Wraith, Peitent 
Environments: Wraiths can appear near cemeteries, 


or 


‘haunt recent batteieids or ather scenes of violent death 
‘Or protracted suffering With Niigaard and Redania at war, 


‘Wraiths are far more common 


south Velen. 


Specific Encounter: The cursed vilage of Fischiow in 


‘Specific Encounter (Penitent): Contract: The Phantom of 


Etaberg (see page 533). 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


ebxY 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


According to some moralizing village gossips, an Umbra is merely an unclean conscience, one 
tormented by guilt and unforgiven wrongs. They claim stories of Umbrae arise when a man wallows in 
sin with loose women and can’t sleep at night, then invents hokey about some Umbra or phantom and 
blabbers about it at the tavern. Witchers, though, know these phantoms are real. And dangerous. 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


‘An Umbra takes the form of a spectral horse, said to be visible only to those who are cursed by the spirit. 


Those who have ingested certain rare herbs brewed into a hallucinatory concoction have also witnessed 
this black, wild-eyed filly. Should an Umbra turn violent, it takes on other forms (specifically panthers 
and the spirit of a cursed knight), with attack patterns and combat strategies based on battling the living 
version of each threat, with the one exception that Specter oil must coat your blade. 


ENEMY ATTACKS hie 


Wraiths suffer endless, indescribable pain. Filled with anger and a sense of having been wronged, they 
‘both envy the living and brim with overwhelming hatred for them. 


‘Sword Strikes: A Wraith attacks victims with sword in one hand, and a lantern in the other. Like other Wraiths, these Spectres 
‘can tun incorporeal at any time, so Yrden and Moon Dust are useful tools. Skilled Witchers have been able to counter a Wrath's 
‘sword with their owm silver blades (atleast the first couple of strikes), even while they are incorporeal. Otherwise, dodging, 
rolling, o slowing down these strikes with Yrden is advisable, 


Ethereal Form: Wraiths can tum immaterial and are at such times very difficult to wound. They also have a predilection to Warp 
‘ut of existence, appearing at your sides or back, and attacking (especially #f you're engaged with another of their ik), One can, 
however, force them to reassume a physical presence by trapping them with the Yrden Sign or by hitting them with slivers from, 
‘a Moon Dust bomb, 


Resistances: Uke other Specters, they are immaterial, meaning they are not harmed by fire, poison, or weapons designed 10 
provoke bleeding. 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


As with any such ghostly being, one should fight them using silver swords, preferably ones smeared with 
a thick coat of Specter oll, Note as well that Wraiths are particularly dangerous on moonless nights, so 
fight at dusk, with cloud cover, or during the day to minimize these threats. Remember that you're likely 
to be fighting a group of between three and six Wraiths at once, so proper preparation (and casting Quen 
just before engagement in case your sword parrying isn't up to par, or a disappearing and reappearing 
Wraith attacks your flank) is a must. 


Yrden Is the best way to slow down a Wraith, providing you cast it as it reaches the area of effect for 
this spell. Magic Trap can zap a Wraith while you concern yourself with other spirits. Continuously move 
with nimble aplomb, so you're not surrounded, and focus on one Wraith at a time. Another lesser-known 
tactic is to bolster your Axii sign and then cast it to command a Wraith to attack its other brethren. This 
isn't as helpful as placing Yrden in a Wraith’s path and revealing its corporeal form, but i's a tactic to 
try nevertheless. 


VAMPIRES 

The classic tale of the Vampire involves an eternally-living creature disguised as an individual of refined breeding—one that seeks out its victims with the interest one 
‘would expect from a person of culture. They seduce their prey, drink their blood, and can transform into a bat. Effectively immortal, a Vampire can live for decades or 
centuries before they are detected, much less stain. For one type of Vampire all this holds true. For all others, they are monsters like any other. 


ENEMY ATTACKS ; 4 ers 


Their greatest asset of an Alps and Bruxae is their agility: their leaps can appear to defy the laws of 
gravity. When in human form, they easily blend in with the surrounding community, which makes them 
very dangerous indeed. 


‘The Difference: Alps difer from Bruxae in that they do not emit a shrieking nolse whose shock wave can incapacitate, 


‘Supernatural Swiftness: in combat, Alps and Bruxae display supematural speed and incredible (even by Vampire standards) 
stamina. One must aim one’s sword with great precision, for Alps and Bruxae have mastered the art of dodging, Alps and Bruxae 
can also move and jump as if defying gravity. After this dashing hither and yon, expect the Alp or Bruxa to end with an attack. 
‘Swift reactions are needed to parry or counter this. Otherwise, dodge or rol 


Misty Teleport (ranged): The Alp or Bruxa quickly repositions herself, with only a small stripe of ripping air giving her position 
away. Continuously move until she makes an appearance, or risk being struck. 


Jump Attack (ranged): As it defying gravity, the Alp or Bruxa launches forward, leaping quickly to melee range and sometimes 
ending with a strike or one of her two melee-based attacks. This can occur from any distance, so prepare to go from range to, 
melee confrontations in the blink of an eye! 


Claw Attack (melee): Three regular melee attacks with claws raking your armor and skin, these can be parried and countered; 


Alps are Vampires that resemble Rruxae in oppearance indeed, this is the only way you'l cause a strike on an Alp or Bruxa under most circumstances. 
‘They ave called phantoms by some, @ name which " (aie: A or hina ol pccir a creclone. Oi pry an very eal to coe 
Paes eat ne es eer ak ae ee counter, though try te latter if you wish to deal damage. Otherwise, dive away witha dodge or rol or stand fast and pay 
torment men 
‘Blood Drain: The Alp o Bruxa leaps on you, and tears at your throat. You're helpless for afew moments before you throw off the 
. Bruroe could almost be mistaken for humans swathed waa Ths the us Woe lack had \ tha Noor Bom Wrekin ta ir OUST SE 
tn hoods and capes, yet subee detail give them away 6 wei for her leopard o oes range, ahd dodge. Aer he o hess foe ith Bick Blond pect 
their close test birds, their piercing voices andthe aarti ot 
breathtaking spovd of their meneanents. Beutve ate far 
swifter and stronger than mea, but their greatest axvet Guttural Scream (Bruxae only): A terrible shriek with a power to split open barrels and loose scenery (like an Aard spell), as re 
in thete ability wo turn sovisible ‘well as staggering and knocking you down with the blast if you're caught in it This attack is also used to break your guard it & 
: you'e constant blocking Listen and watch forthe shockwave, olin away before you're caught 5 
Loot: Blue mutagen, Monster heat, Monster ver, Vampire ‘Strengths: An Alp or Bruna hits heavily and can stagger you. Se also blocks attacks with both hands, including lank attacks, rs 3 
‘lod, Vamp saliva, Vampire fang and is mestrfl at dodging and jumping. 
$e oar ns by, a, Te Bre THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 
Environments: Alps and Bruxie exist everywhere in Think of combat with an Alp or Bruxa as you would a duel with a skilled human, gaunt and monstrous 


Toussaint, but rarely show t 


wolves. They reveal in appearance, with superhuman speed and strength. Alps and Bruxae are exceptional at defending 
ecnnabigg 108 bi ean, rea eee od Home themselves with dodging, parrying, or quick repositioning. Under most normal circumstances, you can 


her Vamp Det. 
Seagetanon only succeed in wounding an Alp or Bruxa after counterattacking. Perfect this to ensure you aren't 

‘Specific Encounter (Alps and Bruxae): During Main Quest ‘overwhelmed. 

The Night of Long Fangs, in Beauciair (see page 334). 


Speci Encounter (Te Bruxaof Coro Biano: During The Yrden Sign is recommended, Also makes her visible and disables their ability to teleport. Another 
Main Quest: Th Beast of Toussaint se page 317). strategy is to drink the Black Blood potion. Alps and Bruxae are vulnerable to the Moon Dust bomb, 
ee which does not make them completely visible, as it does in the case of other vampiric monsters, but 

: ane does make them far easier to track visually. Otherwise, you must rely primarily on countering an Alp's or 


1! | Z| kx EI fos Bruxa’s attacks; she must be the aggressor, while you defend and slice when she claws at you. For this 
reason, Quen is an obvious help in absorbing one of her strikes, and can act as a counter, too. 
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Like ethee empires Ekimmeares are not, despite 

‘whut village gossips mighe sax, undeod tuumans. They 

are insted pent-Conjunction monsters whe have 

1 pariclar feelings about garlic, boly wore, or 
elighoun symbols 


Loot: Ekmmara epitermis, Vampire saliva, Ekimmara 
‘mutagen, Vampire fang 


‘Sub-Specios or Named Variants: Ekimmara, Sarasti 


Environments: Eimmara are intelligent enough to hunt in 
tes despite the number of potential threats, or stalk remote 
1 wilagos, 35 woll as lurking in caves and shadowy places. 


‘Specific Encounter: Within the Dragonstayer’ Groton Velen 
(Crookback Bog) 


Spocitic Encounter (Sarastiy; Contract: The Mystery ofthe 
Byways Murders (seo page 511), 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


SA 


eders cannot be mistoten for any other reorare, 

with thee wide, toothy jaws, flat, unpleasant faces 

and completely hairless, often warty boxes. These 

Vampires mwinly fight with dere weth and claws, 

Jhiling ther blindly and no stopping even when their 
victim already dead 


Fi Promyleders ave relatives of Fleders which came from 
the world ofthe higher Vempires to our owe dung 
the Conjunction of the Spheres. The members of this 
species are charucterized by thet coasiderable strength 

and agility as well ax the strange glow they emit, o erie 


mest likely ded 10 their otherworldly nature 


756 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


Unlike their portrayals in ballads and legends, 
Ekimmaras look nothing like handsome, pale 
aristocrats with charming eastem accents, 
‘though, like Katakans or Nekurats, they do bear 

a strong resemblance to overgrown bats. They 
also do not suck blood from the necks of virgins 
with a delicate, kiss-like bite; they tear them to 
shreds using long, sharp claws and then slurp the 
splattered blood off the ground. 


Ethereal Ptane: Blinking out of existence, turing invisible 
and becoming shadow-fke, before heading to your locaton 
‘and raking you with talon attacks, isa plan the Eximmara 

is keen on. Use of magic to dissuade an Ekimmara from 
remaining unseen (such as Quen and Yrden's magic trap) is a 
key benefit to preventing a battle turing to favor the enemy. 
You cannot strike the beast with swords uni itis congealed. 


Razor-Rip Talons: Ekimmaras are unusually cruel and 
exceptionally swift. They are able to quick land blow after 
blow capable of smashing even the best Mahakaman-made 
‘armor into tiny shards. They should be fought with a siver 
sword, and these talon attacks (which can ignore armor) 
cannot be pared, 


Regeneration: Remember that Ekimmaras can regenerate 
health overtime. One should thus never attempt to tre them 
‘uo, gods forbid, walt for them to bleed to death. Instead, 

out them down as quickly as possible and, it possible, bum 

the body to ash and scatter it to the four winds. 


‘Strengths: Ekimmara claws cause bleeding and can pierce 
armor. [tis imperative your defenses are strong when facing 
this creature 


\Vampiee tang, Varpice salva, 
‘Sub: Species or Named Variants: Fleder, Protfieder 


Higher Vampire Det 
‘Lang Fangs, in Beaucar (see page 334), 


LUes Unseen (see page 346). 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


SACO 


‘Loot: Monster ear, Monster eye, Monster has, Varapre bod, 


Environments: The cty of Beaucta, when calied upon by the 


Specific Encounter (Fladers): During Main Quest: The Night of 


‘Speeiic Encounter (Protofleders}: During Main Quest: What 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Ekimmaras are especially dangerous foes due 

to their ability to regenerate. They can even 
Outlast the effects of your finest potions. Black 
Blood potions are an effective way to weaken 

an Ekimmara, If you are stricken by their claws, 
you bleed profusely. That blood can harm the 
Ekimmara and knock it back, allowing you a brief 
espite from its assault. 


Dodging is essential when fighting Ekimmaras, 
Their claws cannot be parried, and even if Black 
Blood is an available Witcher brew, itis best to 
avoid being wounded altogether, if you can help it. 
Utilize the area in which you are fighting to your 
advantage, employing scenery and undulations in 
height to gain some distance between you and the 
relentless slaughter the Ekimmara Is capable of 


More capable Witchers ensure that their defenses 
are strong before an Ekimmara fight: Choose 
Yrden (and in particular, the Magic Trap attribute) 
and lay these between you and the creature, 
forcing the Yrden glyphs to crackle their magic i] 
and whittle down the Ekimmara’s health. Employ 
Devil's Puffball bombs to inflict polson damage; 
anything to continuously chip away the Vampire's 
health, so it cannot regenerate as quickly. Prevent 
damage to yourself by using Quen, and step in 

with a flurry of your own attacks as the beast 

reels from the electrical magic. Igni is also a 

key benefit; especially Firestream which you 

can focus all fire damage in a single spot (the 
Ekimmara’s hide, preferably) 


ENEMY ATTACKS A Baws 


Fleders: These ar classified as lesser Vamos, 
Though weakor than the rest of thei ik in every 

aspect from the physiomagic to the physiognamic, 

they should not be underestimated, for they are very, 
very dangerous. Compared to other Vampires, Fleders 
clsplay meager inteligence, seen most clearly in the 
mindless rage which causes them to try with al their 
‘might to attack and tear to shreds any weaker boing, 


This entry is reat to general information regarding Higher Vampires, rather than 
the potency and combat prowess of named Higher Vampires; to whit, Dettlatt (who 
aggressive behavior is studied on page 796 of this Bestiary). — 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


They not only resemble us in appearance, but also share our intelligence and behavioral patterns, This 
‘means they do not squat in distant forests or hide in the shadows. On the contrary, they are particularly 
fond of cities, where they live out deceivingly normal lives. An exceedingly rare opponent for a Witcher, ~ 
higher Vampires possess nearly unmatched strength and intelligence among all foes one could face. 
When they are transformed into their bestial state, evasion is key to surviving the encounter, but this is 
made difficult due to their speed. 


(Only @ munuel thirst for blood links higher Vampires 
to their distant end much more primitive cousin 
Bkimmaras, Alps, Katakans, and the lke, Higher 

Vampires are, in fact, much more similar 0 hunvans 

then to those batlke Wood slurpers 


When transformed, Higher Vampires also favor striking while invisible, appearing only when they are an 
eyeblink away from sinking their claws into a victim. This makes Yrden absolutely vital both for revealing 
the Vampire, but also for keep it in place long enough to cut it down with a silver sword, ideally coated 
in Vampire oil. Ign is one of the few real weaknesses a higher Vampire possesses, Use It f you can, If It 
catches on fire it will be stunned for a brief moment. 


Loot: Orens, Deargdoit, Sapphire dust, Rubedo 
Black Blood is useful—but comes with the obvious risk of allowing the Vampire to draw blood in the first 


place. Do not rely on it to save you. It is best to have Quen prepared to absorb a blow, then cast Yrden to 
keep the monster in place for your silver sword. Drink a Tawny Ow! potion for faster Sign usage. 


Sub-Specles or Named Variants: Wigher Vampire, Hubert 
Rejk 

Environments: Found living among humans in cies. The 
‘problem is finding them in the first place. Som Vampires have Once a higher Vampire transforms, all combat techniques you developed when fighting Katakans (see 
od for contunes, anc canna be easy decovered or caUS. age 75) should be employed. 


203), Socondary Quest: A Tome Entombed (see page 397). 


AINST 


Ameo 


VULNERABLE A 


Protofloders: These glowing Fleders (that, aside from their hue, have the same taste for blood Charge: Ack dt spe a dig ms an your 
‘and altack patterns as their overword counterparts) have never had significant contact with the sic tu ol ae a 0 
‘outside world, having spent their entire time on our planet in the Unseen Eilers cave, whase dodging prevents this. 


Bom ee A) ee Se oo Savage Four ond Pune: Aig ero lam elit pt 
No Running, Only Jumping: Think ot the Fleder as a variation of the Katakan, bred to ‘connects near your vicinity, the shockwave of this pounce can knock you down, Walch : 
physically destroy ts opponent. When engaging these foes, understand tha unike Bruxae (or Fleder launching frm the grounds the key to detecting this attack early enough so you can 
Katakans), Fleders (and Garkains) run; instead, they close distance by jumping at their victims. dodge it or absorb it with Quen. 4 
I NES assed cafe pol cs oy ict es scala ‘ack and Forth (Counter): Don't expect an easy fight, s the Fleder is adent at co 

; erence eg ea Sy et 
‘Savage Claw Swipes (melee): Impossible to parry, delivering some nasty damage, and Rleder isn’t possible. - 
knocking you back, these swiping claws are simple, but savage. You are better to weave around 
the front of such a foe, attacking the flank. Retreating and darting in after a swipe is also 
possible. Otherwise, let the beast hit you, after supping on Black Blood, so your own bleeding 
‘causes the Vampire severe pain. 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


When fighting Fleders, it is best to take advantage of their particular method of movement. These creatures do not run, but they do try to catch their prey and 
knock it over by leaping. Knowing this behavior, you can plan the fight appropriately and not let yourself be caught by surprise, Such planning involves dropping 
Yrden when the Fleder lands, so it is slowed (and zapped if Magic Trap is employed), and bombs or crossbows poised to whittle down the Vampire's vitallty. 
Otherwise, treat a Fleder fight like that of a Katakan or Ekimmara, roasting the beast with Igni (Firestream), and dropping bombs that can cause continuous 
damage over time. One final option is Axii, stunning the Fleder for long enough to deliver some vicious blows of your own. 


ae 
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Garkainy, like Mleders, belong 1 the 
particularly dangerous Vornpires wh 
crcoeds even thet of finde An coconnter with one of 


thele number almcet abways ends in death, which i 


why there are aot many eye-witness accounts of thee 


‘Loot: Monater ear, Monster eye, Monster har, Vampire blood, 
‘Vamplen tang, Vapi saa 


‘Sub-Species or Named Variants: Garkain, Alpha Garkain 


JF) Exonment: Te city of Beaucae, when called upon by tho 
1 Wigner varnpie ott 


‘Specific Encounter; During Main Quest: The Night of Long 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


The Alpha Garkain is a particularly strong variant of the Garkain, but is otherwise identical to fight. 


Garkains belong to the group of creatures known as Lesser Vampires. They often gather around 
themselves members of other subspecies of Lesser Vampires, acting in such situations as leaders of the 
pack. They are by and large unable to run, but can jump a great distance and often attack their prey in 


that way. 
‘No Running. Only Jumping: Think of the Garkain as a 


‘variation of the Katakan, bred to physically destroy its opponent. 


When engaging hese foes, understand that unlike Bruxze, 
leders (and Garkains) don’t run, instead they close distance 
by jumping at their victims. Their attacks are strong enough 
to stagger or knock down human sized enemies. Garkains 
‘are fully capable of fighting ane on one with you, but are truly 
potent when part ofa group of Garkains, or other Vampires. 


‘Savage Claw Swipes (melee): Impassible to parry, 
delivering some nasty damage, and knocking you back. 
these swiping claws are simple, but savage. You are better 
fo weave around the front of such a foe, attacking the flank 
Retreating and darting in after a swipe is also possible. 
Otherwise, let the beast hit you, after supping on Black Blood, 
‘50 your own bleeding causes the Vampire severe pain. 


(Charge: A quick dating scamper and dodging means the 
Garkain can see your bladed attacks and react to them and 
this extremely quick charge can stagger you itt connects. 
Rolling and dodging prevents tis. 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


‘Savage Pound and Pounce: A high leap into the air andtwo 
claws pounding the ground as it connects near your viii, 
the shockwave ofthis pounce can knock you down. Watching 
the Garkain launching from the ground is the key to detecting 
this attack early enough so you can dodge it, or absorb It 
with Quen. 


Back and Forth (Counter): Don't expect an easy fight, asthe 
Carkain fs adept at countering your blades, jumping back, and 
then leaping forward again and starting caw swipes. Therefore, 
your attacks must be minimal before retreating. Simply 
hammering blow aftr blow into a Garkain isn't possible, 


Psychic Incapacitation: During combat, they usually keep 
their distance from their foes, trying to incapacitate them 
sing a blast of mental energy provoking visions that baguile 
and disorient. if you're struck by tis psychic attack, expect 
confusion and distorted vision, Confusion prevents using Signs, 
sing items, running, paying and sword attacks, lt should 
also be remembered thatthe Samur and Moon Dust bombs 
are always effective weapons against any mental attacks, 
Otherwise, retreat swiftly so you are not incapacitate. 


Fangs, n Beaucar(s0e page 334), 


‘Specific Encounter (Alpha Garkain): Secondary Quest Blood 
‘Simple (veo page 336), 


When coupled with Fleders, Garkains keep their distance and assault victims with psychic attacks while 
Fleders attack from close range. These brainwaves can cause you to be stunned, opening you up to 
attacks from the Garkain, or other Vampires in the vicinity. The area of effect attack has a large radius 
and long anticipation (allowing you to see the attack coming and react accordingly). In all other respects, 
treat combat against a Garkain in the same way, and using the same techniques, that you used when 
fighting a Fleder (see that Bestiary entry, previously). 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


ENEMY ATTACKS 
Katakans are invulnerable to steel, regenerate quickly, and demonstrate acute hearing, 


Ethereal Pane: Blinking out of existence, turing invisible and becoming shadow-_ke, before heading to your locaton and | 
raking you with talon attacks, is a plan the Katakan is keen on. Use of magic to dissuade a Katakan from remaining unseen (such, 
a8 Quen and Yrden's magic trap) is a key benefit to preventing a battle ming to favor the enemy. You cannot strike the beast 

with swords until it is congealed. j 


‘Razor-Rip Talons: Katakans are able to quickly land blow alter blow. They should be fought witha silver sward, and these talon. 


They foed ot Mood. They resemble ra attacks (which have armor-piercing tendencies) cannot be parried. 


though wit Jong fogs dre even longer talons 
And; as if tht weren't errur enough, Kotokams may 
fun isle, weiting wxvces while drood of thee 
unpreventuble enack over elms cheir victim 


Regeneration: Remember that Katakans are able to regenerate health over time, One should thus never attempt to tire them. 
‘Out Instead, cut them down as quickly as possible, and employ projectiles and sword play that can deal damage even after you 
break away from combat. 


‘Strengths: Katakan claws cause bleeding and can plerce armor. tis imperative your defenses are strong when facing this creature. 
THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


When fighting a Katakan one must pay particular attention to its shadow—often the only way to know 
its location. To even the odds one can temporarily immobilize Katakans using the Yrden sign, then seize 
that moment to attack with all one's might, for there might not be another chance. Unfortunately, the 
legends are wrong and the sun's rays do not turn Katakans to ash. They are vulnerable to sunlight, 
however, and when the sun stands at its zenith their regeneration is considerably slowed. 


Loot: Vampire fang, Vampire saliva, Katakan mutagen 
‘Sub-Spocies or Named Variants: Katakan, Gaet 


Environments: Like their Ekimmara cousins, Katakans hunt 
Just 28 easily ina city, orn dark caves somewhere in the 
wilderness, throughout the wort 

Th soi xn Ket a 5 ates ne 
‘Ard Skog, th wraiths nthe vicnty. 
Specific Encounter (Gael: Contract: The Oxenturt Drunk 
(see page 525), 


Katakans are notably smarter and more powerful than Ekimmaras. Their power only increases at night, and 
you should take additional precautions if you're hunting one at those late hours. Alternatively, wait for daylight, 
so the Katakan's natural regeneration is impaired. Yrden is one of the most valuable tools when hunting a 
Katakan, undoing its invisibility, allowing a Witcher to feed them a silver sword. Another way to draw out a 
Katakan from invisibility is through the use of igni, and the bombs the beast is vulnerable to. In general, the 
tactics employed when facing an Ekimmara work well against these more imposing and quicker foes. 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


SPECIAL BATTLES AND ENTITIES (MAIN ADVENTURE) 

The Wild Hunt commanders you face throughout your main adventure are technically humanoids, but they are nothing like the foes you normally face out in the world. 
The Crones may have once been human, but their twisted rituals and magic in turn mangled their bodies into the most dangerous relicts a Witcher can face. These 
special encounters have specific tactics that differ from other combat opportunities you may face, and are placed in a separated section of this Bestiary, 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


Common folk have given these three sisters the names Weavess, Brewess, and Whi 

whole threesome “The Ladies of the Wood,” or simply “The Good Ladies.” The Crones the true 7 
sovereigns of Velen, whose inhabitants they help survive through harsh times in return for unquestioning) 
obedience. They wield powerful magic, but one different from that of mages. They draw power from 
water and earth and are bound to the land in which they live. The Crones can hear everything that 

happens in their woods, predict the future, twist the threads of human lives and bring blessings as well 

as Curses. 


The Crones seem for all intents and purposes to be Immortal. Magic elixirs keep them from aging and _ 
allow them to take the appearance of young women. These elixirs and their mystical ties to the swamps 
in which they live also give them supernatural strength and Vitality. 


‘The isolated corners of our workd harbor creanutes ‘The Crones are the true rulers of Velen, and are as powerful as they are wicked, warty, and hideous. 
older than humans, older than academies end mayer, In the aftermath of the assault on Kaer Mohren, Ciri and Geralt strike at the Crones in hopes of also 
caldet even than elves and dwarves. The Crooes of reaching one of the Wild Hunt's commanders, Imlerith. 
Crookback Rog are much creatures. No one knows ere a eee apt 
aSuiwad Ge sei lod aioe THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS: CIRI VERSUS THE CRONES 

in fact are. The Fighting the three “Good Ladies” at once would be a tall order for Geralt. For Ciri, newly awakened 
oh to a portion of the powers she possesses, this is a good fight. Which is not to say that you can afford to 4 
Lot Not applcabhe be lax in your defenses. 


‘Sub-Species or Named Variants: Brewess, Weavess, Brewess, the large rotund Crone, should be Ciri's first target. She's the easiest target due to her size, 

Whlepees ‘and Ciri can easily evade her melee attacks while attacking relentlessly, You can also use Ciri’s teleport — 
Environments: The blood lake beneath Bald Mountain, 3s slashes to wreck havoc on all three Crones at once, but you will defeat them faster by focusing your 
‘wall ea The Orphans of Crockbaak Bog melee attacks on one at a time, using a mix of fast and heavy attacks, 

Specific Encounter (Cit Versus the Crones): Main Quest: Bald 
Mountain (0 page 254). 


Specific Encounter (Geralt Versus Weavess): Eplogue 
Something Ends, Something Begins () (see page 276) 


Whispess, the Crone with the red hood hanging over her face, will reach into the bloody water at her 
feet to throw the limbs of her unfortunate victims at Cir. Watch out for this and teleport out of the way. 
Keep your eyes out of disturbances in the water, and avoid standing in them. They can also seemingly 
explode into a flock of crows that distract Ciri and interrupt her attacks, typically in response to damage 
VULNERABLE AGAINST they sustain. 


ie wy | i EL] Fal For all their bluster, the greatest threat when dealing with the three Crones is overconfidence. They do hit 
fairly hard, if they are allowed to hit. Ciri's speed and ability to teleport can make her safe from anything 


the Crones can throw at her. Stay on the offense, but not to such an extent that defense is neglected. 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS: GERALT VERSUS WEAVESS 
| This optional battle occurs only during Epilogue: Something Ends, Something Begins () (see page 276) leading into slaying the last Crone. 


Weavess is far from alone in this battle. Drowners are an almost constant presence, and will continue to arrive in support of Weavess. The fight also begins 
with a Grave Hag In the mix. Focus on slaying the other monsters before focusing on Weavess. It helps to come into the fight with Necrophage oll already 

1 applied to your silver sword, it only to facilitate the prompt removal of Weavess’ allies 

‘surprisingly fast on her feet, Weavess can quickly escape Geralt without resorting to teleportation. This also makes her a serious threat while Geratt fights 
off her Necrophage allies; she can and will use that distraction to flank the Witcher with powerful melee strikes. She can still use her teleport after taking 

} damage, as she did during the battle against Cir. 
This fight can get chaotic very quickly if you do not eliminate the initial wave of Necrophages early. Use Yrden to slow down the mob, and blast them with Igni 

* to set them aflame. The time they spend burning is time they spend not moving or attacking Geralt. Tawny Ow! is an excellent potion to use throughout this 
fight, as you will want to make as much use of Signs to keep things under control. Black Blood is a way to weaken the Drowners and hags that come to the 
Crone's ald. 
Ignl is also useful against Weavess, even if she is not explicitly weak to its effects. Weavess will transform into a flock of crows to distract Geralt and escape 
his melee range. Use Moon Dust bombs on her to prevent this. Like the Drowners and Grave Hag that assist her, when on fire Weavess is temporarily disabled 
and you can score several free hits before she recovers. | 
Use bombs like Dancing Star or Grapeshot to clear the field of lesser creatures. Try to make sure you strike groups of targets with the bombs, rather than 


wasting one bomb for one monster, The key to fighting Weavess in melee is to make good use of the dodge roll, rolling away from her attacks while still 
staying in range to exploit opportunities for strong attacks. If you have any strong, explosive crossbow bolts to spare, now is an excellent time to make 


use of them, 


So long as you remain calm, focus on preventing taking damage while maintaining pressure on Weavess, without losing control of the number of enemies that 
come to support her, vengeance will be yours. It's a tall order to juggle all these factors at once. 
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ENEMY ATTACKS 
Aside from the differences mentioned below, treat Nithral as you would a particularly tough Wild Hunt 
Warrior (detailed previously in this Bestiary on page 718). 

THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 
At first, Nithral takes on Geralt and Keira alone. His two-handed axe cannot be parried or countered; 
dodges and evasive rolls will keep you in one piece. The trick to beating Nithral is to bait him into 


attacking, dodging away from the attack, and striking with your sword, There is a rhythm to the fight, 
‘and if you get it right, between your sword and Keira's magic, Nithral should not be able to touch you. 


After sustaining enough damage, Nithral falls to his knees, summoning a protective shield, and calling 
forth a portal that summons hounds of the Wild Hunt. This is why it is important to apply the Elementa 
oil! Quickly smash the hounds, the longer your take, the more Vitality Nithral restores while behind 

the shield! 


Nita is a Wild Hua commander and w very 
dangerous opponear early in the adventure Tey 
going iowa this faght with Elementa ci coating your 

silver sword. 


Once the first wave of reinforcements is defeated, Nithral drops his protective energy shield to face you 
once again. Unfortunately for him, he hasn't leamed how not to fall prey to the previous strategy while 
behind the shield. Once you whittle down his Vitality once more, he summons the shield again, as well 
as another portal that sends more hounds after you. 


‘Loot: Weapons and equipment 
‘Sub-Species or Named Variants; Nithral 


This part of the fight can get difficult if you are reckless. Use Samum to blind the warriors, then flank and 

vtonmonts: Velen Even Runs kill them. Be especially careful around the spear wielding foes, they have a reach advantage on Geralt 
ae te intteDan gee | THfoughout this fight, the Melt Armor ability that enhances igi is invaluable. ll Wild Hunt wariors 

age 185) and their commanders wear thick armor, and being able to cut down their protection permanently can 

do wonders. 


‘VULNERABLE AGAINST 


Ww) i | Bi | oO After the second wave of reinforcements is brought down, Nithral stands alone. Finish him off! 


ENEMY ATTACKS 
Imlerith attacks with the following: 


The Mace: Imierth is a big and brutal warrior, relying on his physical strength and using magic only for short-range teleportng, 
His mace and shield give him a deadly combination of offensive and defensive prowess, 


Heavy and Quick Combos: Despite his size, he can perform fast attacks chained into combos, often preceded by a teleport 
‘behind your back. 
\loe Armor: Every time he teleports, ice armor coats his form, offering extra protection from you. 


‘After Damage: Once he receives major damage, he changes his battle style, with vivid and rapid strikes; at this point dueliig is 
impossible 


‘Weaknesses: imierth’s biggest shortfall is his vanity, he concentrates much more on impressive lourshes to his strikes than 
‘effectiveness. Many of his attacks leave him unguarded, or can be easly dodged. Though his shield gives him good protection, 
flank him from the lft to reach his right arm and back, and push your attack through, 


This powerfl and brutal warrior has fought inthe 
oaniless bales and campaigns for conquest waged 
by the Aew Elle io other worlds. He pres physical 
confrontation above all else, seeking cat direct, 
‘hloody skirmishes where opponents pit their strength, 
agility and gaining against cach other in & context & 


the death 
WS ee Bombs: Blind him for a moment with Samum bombs, giving you extra time for positioning, Wel-timed (and aimed) Dancing 


Stars or Grapeshots also work well to break a combo and deal damage. 


‘Signs: Use quick lgni to melt his ice armor, or channel igi to allow you to better position yourself when Imilerith hides behind his 
shield, Yrden, Aard, and Axi aren't very effective; use mostly Igni and Quen. Channel and also use quick Quen to increase your 
defense, 


‘Loot: Magle acom 
(Sub: Species or Named Variants: nierth Without a shield: When he drops his shield, concentrate on defending yourset After a few charges, Imierith gets exhausted, 


and this isthe only time you are able to perform a counter-strike. 
Environments: The summit of Bald Mountain 


Sons tin van vet tad Moun geo «THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 

page 254), Areliance on specific abilities can help win this fight. For example, Fleet Footed skill mitigates damage if 
VULNERABLE AGAINST you're struck while dodging. As usual, healing your wounds with Swallow or White Ratffard's Decoction is 
| Critical, as the attacks employed are especially damaging if they strike you. 

opportunities arise, is to use Thunderbolt and Tawny Oil interchangeably to maximize your effectiveness; 


you can cast Quen more often, and therefore have more occasions to utilize heavy attacks enhanced 
with Thunderbolt. 


‘Samum bombs are also a great combo starter. When Imlerith is blinded, go behind and attack his back, 
channel Axii, and you have a few extra seconds before he can block your spell again. Also try to reduce 
the effectiveness of Imlerith’s teleportation by trying to jump into his direction, just as he begins to 
Conjure the rift. 


ENEMY ATTACKS 
Caranthir attacks with the following: 


{ce Lance (ranged): Caran fires singular bots of powerful ice magic in fairly quick succession at you, Roll to evade these 
targeted spells. 


ce Lance Barrage (ranged): These are conjured from a long distance. A few shards cast all at once, or a number one after 


‘another, When five lances of light are over his head, and after a short delay he fires them en masse at you. you're struck by this 
‘barrage, you're partially frazen, slowing you down and making it harder to avoid other attacks. 


|ce Armor: At close quarters, he casts a spel to toughen his armor with ice. Met it with lon 


‘Teleportation: He also teleports to gain a better position on you, and after sustaining damage from you. Ate teleporting, he 
ill use either version of his ice bolts. Work your way to Caranthir as quickly as possible to attack him, lest he teleport again, 
‘Striking him as he is preparing his ice bolts will cancel his attacks. 


‘ce Elemental: At around half his vitality, he summons ice Elementals to act as bodyguards. He is vulnerable during the 
‘summoning, so take that opportunity to hit him as much as passible before switching your focus to the Ice Elementals. Use 
Dimeritium Bombs on the elementals to help weaken them (as well as specific tactics detailed in the Ice Elemental section of 
this Bestiary), but don’t forget that Caranthir is stil firing his magic at you. You'l have to be mindful of his attacks, while also 
dealing withthe ice elementals own abilities. Try to get rid of the Elementals first before retuming your attention to Caranthir 
(alternatively, keep away from them, and use them as cover so they absorb any ice shards). However, if you alow multiple 
Elementals to be summoned, it willbe that much harder to address the sorcerer. 


CIRI VERSUS CARANTHIR 


You are Ciri. There are two parts to this fight, beginning with Ciri. Caranthir attempts to engage in melee 
combat against the swordswoman, but as you are by now very familiar with, she is incredibly skilled and 


This Aen Eile ef was one of Eredin's advisors and 
ako, on account of his enmoordinary abilities, an 
important officer of the Wild Hunt. Calling on arcane 
‘magic Caroothir would guide the Riders of the Wild 
Hunt along mystic pathways through cme and space THE BEST BATTLE TACTI 

inorder tn reach other works 


Loot: None powerful. Rush him down and slash away with her sword. 

St Speen oe lemme Waren (eee He teleports when he takes enough damage, usually far enough away from Ciri that she cannot reach 
Environments: Marlin Coast, near the Nagitar Ship him during her lunging sword strikes. You can either sprint over to him to continue the offensive, or use 
Specie Encounter: Dunng Main Quest: Thin ke (ae Cir’s teleport stash to reach him even faster, Beware that Caranthir can also teleport directly behind Cirl 
page 272) for a surprise attack, but this can easily be countered with a fast attack or the teleport slash. 
VULNERABLE AGAINST Once you deal enough damage to Caranthir as Ciri, she ends the spel! Caranthir has been maintaining, 


& iy W fa a After more drama unfolds, Geralt arrives to finish off the Wild Hunt sorcerer. 

THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS: GERALT VERSUS CARANTHIR 
You are Geralt. At long range, dodge the ice shards Caranthir fires at you with easily sidesteps or rolls. Then close the gap between you and Caranthir by 
dashing forwards between his spelts, rolling to the sides to avoid his quintet of icy orbs, or his single projectile thrusts. Use Fleet Footed Ability to avoid 


incoming damage. Time your rolls to occur just prior to the projectiles striking you. Make brief checks of your mini-map when Caranthir teleports, so you 
can quickly turn to face him. 


Use Quen to ignore the multiple shards, and active Quen to absorb incoming shards (if they are coming one after another). Caranthir's ice armor can be 
‘melted with Igni; save your Stamina (or Adrenaline) so you can cast it 


When he reaches around half his health, he summons a great slab of ice, which transform into an Ice Elemental. With Igni, talent, good dodge timing, 
and positioning yourself away trom Caranthir so his projectiles actually strike this golem (protecting you In the process!), you're able to remove these 
threats. These Elemental can be kept alive, and used as cover from Caranthir's ice shards. These foes are slow, so slash at them to increase your 
Adrenaline points, 


Caranthir's projectiles are supplemented by a trio of orbs, one after the other. Roll and dodge them, and when slicing at your foe, make only three or four 
strikes before backing off, or you may be caught after he teleports and launches projectiles at you. 


At around 5-10 percent of his health, Caranthir likely summons another Ice Elemental. You may be tempted to ignore this foe and concentrate on killing 
Caranthir, which is a worthwhile plan, as long as you avoid the Elemental’s attacks, and a second elemental summoned shortly afterward. 


This can be a punishing and long fight to deal with, so stay focused on limiting the amount of harm you can endure. Caranthir teleports as soon as you 
‘begin to deal damage, so use Thunderbolt and heavy attacks to maximize your effectiveness. Once you do manage to defeat Caranthir, he attempts one 
last suicidal attack on the Witcher, teleporting both of you into the waters beneath the ice. Swim for the surface as fast as you can to avoid drowning! 
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ENEMY ATTACKS 
Eredin attacks with the following: 


‘Sword Combinations (melee): He is adept at swordplay, enhanced by the Wid Hunt's magic. He can perform ong combos, 
‘block your attacks and Signs, and can easily counter you and strike back viciously afterwards. These long combos are deadly, $0. 
‘hold your guard and wait for a good opportunity to strike, 


‘ce Armor: At cose quarters, he casts a spell to toughen his armor with ice. Melt it with Ign. Eredin can block your channeled 
gni, but cannot perform any other action during this time, buying you some time to replenish your health with food oF potions, 
‘Use Yrden to weaken Eredin's mobility. 


‘Spelis: On the cif top arena, he uses three spells to deteat you: a single slashing wave of power, a multiple stash wave of 
power, and a rain of ice shards. Dodge Eredin’s spells with swift movement, retreating, and Quen, The rain of shards is both 
chaotic and dangerous, so look for shadows of incoming shards and move away from them, 


The Wild Hone is an elite cavalry brigade frors 
the world of the Aen Kile, the Alder Folk, and is Teleports: He uses a short teleport to overpower your mobility. He gains ice armor every time he employs this technique, Once 
‘eommanded by their ambitious and rudhles king, damaged, he drags you through a portal toa large arena. When Eredin is low on health, he desperately casts rain of ice shards 
‘Beedin Beéwve Glas. He tovels through the cold ‘and escapes through the portal; waste no time following him, and dodging any last shards, 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


The battle against the Wild Hunt overlord begins with him taunting you. Take that time to duck into your 
ae items menu and use potions that will help you stay in the fight. Tawny Oil, Swallow, and Full Moon are 
vere all good choices if you've made the higher quality brews, Blizzard is also a good potion forthe fight. 
errs ened nee Cvs beeo Ges Eredin's swordplay can be difficult to parry or counter-attack. Samum bombs are a low risk, high reward 


Environments: Martin Coast, on the Naglfar Ship, and atopthe strategy: a well-timed throw lets you utilize a few extra attacks as Eredin staggers from the explosion. 
‘blutts overlooking the Marin Coast 


pbetd bic Dicky Wi Gust On Tn cn ve The first phase of the fight can be very short, depending on your skill and your gear. Eredin hits quite 

age 272) hard even against a well-armored Witcher. Eredin’s defenses are quite stiff. Reckless attacking will only 

eee serve to get you killed when he inevitably counterattacks one of your swings, When he has his sword up 
ina defensive stance, he will block your attacks unless you manage to flank him, 


Cy &X A EF] | a Like Ciri, Eredin can teleport. He appears behind Geralt to try and score a fatal series of sword strikes. 


Roll away from him in those circumstances, it's possible a simple dodge will not get you out of range. 
Facing Eredin head on is a dangerous proposition. Not only is he a skilled defender with his sword, he is more than a match on the offense. His strikes 
come fast enough that it is almost completely unsafe to attempt heavy strikes unless it is after a counter-attack and he is temporarily off balance. If you 
‘cannot perform counters, parry or roll out of the way. 


Look for him to raise his sword overhead with both hands. This attack cannot be parried or countered, only evaded. The attack comes quickly, and can be 
done in the middle of his sword combos, after a teleport, or after he counters Geralt. 


The key to fighting Eredin, at any point in the battle, s to dodge or parry any melee attacks, while remaining close enough to score a heavy strike when the 
‘Opening presents itself. This is a fight won by inches, blow by blow. Getting greedy can be extremely painful for you. 


Watch out for him to try backhanding or kicking Geralt. These attacks cannot be parried or countered, and if they land will stun the Witcher long enough 
that he may not be able to roll or dodge the follow-up sword slashes. 


After losing roughly a quarter of his Vitality, Eredin creates a portal and sends Geralt and himself to a clifftop arena. This marks the beginning of the 
‘second, and most difficult phase of the battle. 


In addition to his melee prowess, Eredin gains several new attacks in this arena. The first is the ability to fire shockwaves from his sword. This is often 
telegraphed by him teleporting to a far point in the area, and holding his sword overhead. He fires one shockwave first, then three waves in a fan pattern, 
followed by five. It's a simple matter of running around Eredin to evade the attack, but if you are too far away, the last set of shockwaves can be hard to 
evade. Use the delay between each attack to close in and score a hit. 


After a teleport, Eredin can also call down a storm of ice-laden meteors. Stay on the move, and avoid the projected impact zones, appearing as a patch 
of ground glowing brighter that the rest. f you get hit, you will be partially frozen and move much slower, making it more likely that you suffer multiple 
hits. You can run up to Eredin while he channels this spell, and get him to hurt himself with the meteors for a good amount of damage. This immediately 
cancels the spell, and leaves him open for an attack. 


ROIS 


His final new attack is the ability to summon magical spheres at Geralt's feet, which explode after a short delay. As with the meteors, getting harmed by 
this will partially freeze Geralt and make him much slower on his feet. Keep moving, ideally towards Eredin, and land a heavy strike to cancel the spell, 


After Eredin falls below a third of his total Vitality, he taunts Geralt again, and he becomes significantly more aggressive. Remain calm, and continue to 
‘concentrate on minimizing how much he hits you, while scoring hits whenever he presents the opportunity. 


Just before defeat, Eredin will open a portal back to the ship the fight began on, presumably to try and leave Geralt stranded on the cliff top above the 
shores of the Marlin Coast. Follow the elf back through the portal, and finish him off! 


WY sPECcIAL BATTLES AND ENTITIES: HEARTS OF STONE 

Strange and ferocious foes you may only face one single time in your adventuring through Gustfields, as part of Hearts of Stone, involve placating a gigantic Toad, 
fending off an impressive magic user from far-off shores, dealing with a rapscallion named Olgierd, and demolishing the three forlorn (but ferocious) creatures born 
of torment within the walls of the von Everec Manor. These special encounters have specific tactics that differ from other combat opportunities you may face, and are 
placed in a separated section of this Bestiary. 


ENEMY ATTACKS 
The Toad Prince has the following attacks and maneuvers to be aware of: 


Jump: Expect leaping maneuver whenever te Tad jumgs to face you, jumps forward to change position or eas back when 
you're too close. It likes to leap and land behind or to the side of you, forcing you to change view. Simply lock onto the beast 
when this happens so you don't lose sight of it, and roll or dodge so you aren't a sitting duck. 


‘Jump and Squash: Closer in, the Toad Prince's leap sometimes ends with it trying to land on top of you, staggering you. Make 


‘sure you rapidly react with a well-timed roll or dodge. vs 


Voit: Tis disgusting projectile i usually vomited out at ser ranges, obscures your vision like a Water Hag attack, its tes 
wide ar, and is polsonous tis also easly dodged. a3 


en ee Sane ‘Spit: Another revolting offensive technique, the Toad launches a blob of spit at you, inflicting poison damage itt connects, and 
‘The legend of the frog prince hax 2 grain of truth to turning into @ poison cloud at the point of impact itt doesn’t. Dodge it! 
4, Fat leat that's what the folk of Oxenfu wished wo 
Believe. However, the beast they encountered wes a0 
small, sweet frog, but « Moodtbirsty Seast 


Tongue Lash: When you're at long-range, expecta darting lash straight al you. At mid-range, the lash is ata wider, horizontal 
ange. A rol or block, or retreat when you see the monster's maw open helps minimize damage. rskler plan isto roll directly at — 
the Toad, slicing at it (usually atthe side) while the tongue attack finishes. 


‘Loot ane Gaseous Emissions: Poison sacs on the Toad's back throw up large poison globules that explode and cause a small puddle and 
poison cloud to appear when they impact (which are three random points in the arena), Avoid the puddle and cloud; backing Up 
15.2 good plan here. Then light the gas clouds with Ign (assuming you're not inside them), Z 
Envtonmonts: Th sewers under Oxenfurt a 
pias Ta Laie oan General Toad Tactics: As soon as the bale begins, the Toad utiizes ranged attacks to dominate the arena, Get in close, and the 
‘tues 3 pooner Toad jumps, landing and attempting to strike you to inflict tremendous damage and knocking you down. Stay too far away and 

remain defensive, and expect poison clouds (both via spit and gas attacks). The Toad's large health and powerful attacks means 
VULNERABLE AGAINST you need to keep moving, and looking for an opening to inflict as much damage as possible. 


lo 7/ BX THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


As the battle begins, cast Quen to add an extra layer of protection (following up with sword strikes). Even 
) yourself using the Toad’s previously deadly gas clouds! = 


Sub-Specios oF Named Variants: The Toad Prince 


better is the Golden Oriole potion, which nullifies the Toad’s poisonous attacks and allows you to heal 


= 

Keep yourself moving at all times, ideally circling left o right ofthe Toad and moving toward it; this usualy allows you to more easily evade any of the Toads 

attacks, or at least have a greater chance to react to them. E 4 
Ey 


Cast Yrden at mid-range and retreat so the Toad follows you, enters your magic circle, and slows down considerably, Coat your sword in Cursed Oil, then 
make up to three strong strikes before retreating. Without Yrden, dodge or roll to the side (as you would attack a Bear), inflict two regular slashes and retreat. 


” Despite Shani mentioning the Toad's lack of fearing fire, this foe can be damaged with Igni, though this isn't as significantly damaging, and is mainly used to 
| clear any poison clouds in your vicinity. At long range, lob in as many Northern Wind bombs as you have to weaken this foe. Throwing Superior Dancing Star 
from the chamber's edge is another option, to stun the Toad before following up with sword violence. 


Never stay in the same spot for long: the Toad’s spit attacks leave poison clouds on the ground and his various other ranged attacks can damage you no 
‘matter where you try to hide, Approach the Toad and provoke it to jump up and slam down until it is facing you (dodge in close then dodge away as soon as 
the Toad jumps up; this keeps you out of its attack range but keeps you close enough to start attacking as soon as its safe). When close enough, cast Yrden 
‘on the ground to trap the Toad, then attack it with your sword; the Toad becomes untrapped after three hits or five seconds. Northern wind bombs will also 
freeze and trap the Toad preventing it from attacking, allowing you to get close and attack. The Golden Oriole potion causes the Toad's poison to heal you 
instead of damaging you; using this potion during the fight as you're almost guaranteed to be able to walk into a poison cloud. Using Igni forces the Toad to 
jump away, useful to interrupt the Toad's maneuvers and force it to jump to a new location within the arena. 
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‘Crawling from the wreckage of the Phakbartboj (or 

“Aibstrows™ in the cxmmoa tongue), torn apart by 3 

mighty storm on the beoches northwest of Novigrad, 

_an impressively-sbilled Oftert Mage must be faced, 
A 


Loot: None 
| Sub-Bpecies or Named Variants: Oteri Mage 
Enviroamonts: Close to the ship wreckage, onthe beach ust 
‘east of Crane Cape, 

Speciic Encounter: During Main Quest: E's Sot Fist 
Touches (se page 286). 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


the usual tactics apply here. 


away, avoiding any sand he whips up. 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


‘The Ofieri Mage is quick to strike with a variety of impressive spells and moves: 


‘Sand Cage: A number of small cous of sand appear around 
you, before quickly dosing in to damage and knock you 
‘down. Simply rol or dodge out ofthis maelstrom (the Mage's 
‘most damaging attack), and close the distance. The Mage 
‘doesn't tend to attempt this when he's facing you in melee 
‘combat. f you're fighting warriors too, back away from the 
‘Mage completely and coax the warriors into fighting first. 


‘Sand Tomado (Long Range) fast-moving whit of sand 
‘whips towards you ina straight ine, This gust causes damage 
and slows you considerably, buts only cast rectly ahead of 
the Mage, the tomado i signaled by the Mage whiting his stat! 
‘around him, and he remains within the torado itself As the 
tomadio i relatively slow-moving, multiple dodge or rls can 
quickly avoid this. 


‘Sand Tornado (Close Range): At doser range, he casts a 
‘similar attack, which doesn't cause as much damage, but 
‘staggers you; this is his way of exiting close combat after you 
sike him repeatedly. So don't be greedy when tackling him; 
‘oll in with a couple of strikes and then back up so you aren't 
‘struck by this and staggered. 


Begin by equipping the armor you're carrying, as it's not wise to fight the Ofieri bare-chested (despite what many a Skelliger might tell you). 
Back Up away from the Mage and save him for last. Then battle the warriors in the same way you would tackle a group of bandits or other human soldiers. All 


Be advised that as long as more than one soldier Is alive, the Mage only uses his teleports to stay away from you and any solders in the vicinity. When one 
soldier is left, the Mage begins using some ranged attacks. When only the Mage remains (or you're more than 30 meters away from him), expect him to 
|) utilize all his attacks. Expect him to teleport when you get too close. He also always counters if struck three times, using a force blast that knocks you down. 
) So don’t get greedy while hitting him; instead, try a well-timed roll to get behind the Mage without being hit by the counter. 


q The Ofieri Mage is extremely dangerous at long range, and attacks from this distance that you might attempt are almost always dodged or reflected back at 
' you. So close the distance as quickly as possible, using dodging and rolls to avoid any magical attacks along the way. 


‘Sand Coll Attack: The Mage points his staff in your direction 
and starts to spin it in a circle; sands shoots out of the staff 
(ike a sideways toad), causing damage and temporarily 
stunning you. Dodge to the side! 


‘Staff Attack: At close combat range, the Mage uses his 
‘magic staff as a physical weapon (striking multiple times); 
simply parry and counter or dodge the attack as you would 
any other. 


‘A Vanishing Act (Defensive): Expect him to disengage 
(or avoid combat by simply vanishing, only to appear a few 
‘moments later with a whipping sand gust around him that 
damages those nearby. He can also dispel Yrden, reflect most 
‘bombs and bolts back at you, and tends not to bum or freeze 
for nearly as tong as a normal human. Simply re-acquire the 
target once he vanishes (by locking onto the foe again) and 
‘oll out of his way unt his attack concludes. 


‘A Vanishing Act (Offensive): The Mage random teleports 
ose to you, while simultaneously causing large sand blast 
that damages and staggers you. 


‘Weaknesses: Sword Damage: The Mage is very susceptible 
to sword strikes. you manage to get in close (ater stunning 
the Mage), it's possible to hit him three times before he 
‘Counters. This is the foundation of your attack plan, 


Once you're within sword-clipping distance, use Aard or Axil to stagger the Mage, and quickly follow up with two or three fast strikes. Then roll or dodge 


‘Continue with this “attrition” based tactic; staggering him with Aard (or Igni, which is another option) and rolling in to inflict two or three nasty sword strikes 
‘without being too greedy, before retreating back again, until the Mage yields. 


Other Advice: After re-equipping your missing armor pieces, focus on the solders first. Dodge any area-of-effect attacks from the Mage, and once he's the 
only enemy left, quickly use Axii to stun him for long enough to reach him and inflict sword damage. Igni and Aard can also keep the Mage occupied, allowing 


you to reach him. 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


es 
‘Should you challenge Oigierd to a duel in front of his tackeys, be ready to perform more 
He certainly has a full complement of maneuvers: ee 


‘Advanced Swordplay: Oger is most adept at uies of swordplay. He has incredible speed and power No only does he 
use quick combo attacks, but he can take on @ shadow form and quickly dash towards you, launching powerful special attacks. 
Dashes and combo attacks end with special attacks that knack you down and inflict serious damage. 


Using his Noggin f you try to cast Signs on him, Oigierd dashes away. He's also immune to mind-conirol spells (30 no Axi 

for you). * 

Poison Cloud: you tke tim wth swords orate tng him ice When he stunned, Oke pons his sword at you, and 

<4 mass of black poison clouds his form. Remove yourself from the viity and employ poison-reducing potions. He has a brief 
AE As aig rest period after this, which you can exploit with sword strikes, though this isnt always an option (as he may be to far to reach), 
was @ unique charactee He led an informal band who Zig-Zag Charge: A series of dashes with Olgerd!s sword glowing red and his form in shadow usually ends in you being struck 
worshipped the ground he walked an. Yet Gert abo and knocked back or over. Dodge or rol to avoid this. With ski, try parrying the end ofthe technique and fight back with 
perceived something indefinable within the man, a ‘sword strikes. 

Straight-Line Charge: An almost instant dash forward and a mighty swipe; ths looks lke an impressively devastating 

technique, but if you time a parry, you can counter and fight back; usually using this plan to win the fight. 

THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Expect Olgierd to immediately launch a relentless series of attacks. The type depends on your location: 
if you're very close, he uses sword combo strikes ending with a very powerful attack. f you're further 
‘away, expect various dashing attacks so he can get in close and whittle you down. 


Loot: Crowns, Von Everec's Blood 
‘Sub-Specios or Named Variants; Olgierd von Everec 
Environmonts: front ofthe Garin Estate (Gustfeds), 


‘Specific Encounter: During Main Quest: Evil's Soft First 
Touches (soe page 286). 


Olgierd's special attacks stand out thanks to the red energy surrounding them (and his sabre), as well as 
a brief period of slow motion right before the attack. Let's hope you can react in time! 
\g| Ly w ty ee ‘Are you a master of countering? Then you can complete this fight without ever being hit! 
‘As you might not be expecting this fight, it's worth meditating first, and coating your weapon in Hanged Man's Venom. Next, cast Quen so you're protected 
from his impressively-damaging sword swings. Certain decoctions (the Leshen, for example) that reflect damage are also helpful. 


The dashing and swordplay Olgierd employs is as impressive as it is dangerous, so fancy footwork is always a good option; dodge (or roll) around him and 
make a trio of sword swings just after he finishes a technique (ideally followed by a dodge to the side). Yrden is also an option after his strikes, too, to slow 
him down, 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


If other techniques aren't working, feel free to back away from Olgierd, until he’s prompted to try a straight-line charge at you with his red sword a-glowing; 
the weakness after the charge is key to winning this fight: 

‘Waltzing in and slashing isn’t wise. Though you can parry during his sword flurries (when he's in shadow), you're usually not able to parry them all. Instead, 
‘wait until Olgierd makes his charge attack, and then parry it. Follow up with some damaging strikes. Repeat this process to wear him down and eventually he 
loses his head, 

‘When the fight starts, roll away from Oigierd, forcing him to be on the offensive, thus leaving him open to your counter attacks. If you keep your distance, 

he always tries dashing, and these maneuvers have a large window of opportunity for countering right before Olgierd tries his special attack (easily seen by 
the red glow), Attack when his sabre glows red, and time slows, Tap the parry button and counter: the energy from the blade is reflected back on Olgierd, 
stunning him. Then follow up with three sword attacks before Olgierd counters. As he starts to counter, roll backward and right so you're not hit. Then repeat 
this plan 


ACHIEVEMENTS 


ANE 
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Loot: The Caretaker’s Spade 
‘Sub-Species or Named Variants: The Caretaker 
Environments: in the grounds of the Von Everec Estate 


Specific Encounter: During Main Quest Scenes trom a 
Marriage (see page 302) 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


The Caretaker has the following attacks and 
maneuvers to be aware of: 


ti Regeneration Strikes: Whenever he strikes you with his 
spade successfully, he can regenerate a small amount of 
‘health. Simply avoid being struck to avoid this, (and for the 
sual reasons) 


Summoned from another rea, making “denn” is 
moat accurte designation, the Caretaker bad been 
forced into servinade by maps, performing i tuk 


pedaaticaly, and murdering all itruders 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


effects from Bombs and crossbow bolts. 


‘This restless spirit had mastery over the house's 
furnishings, mowing freely berween the carvases of the 
‘many pointing adorning the walhof the Yon Bveres 
manor wrong emotional te from which the Wraith 
drew strength. 


‘health. 
THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Loot: None 


‘Sub-Specles or Named Variants: The Wraith From the 
Painting 


1) Ewtronments: inside the Von Everec Estate manor house, 


‘Spocific Encounter: During Main Quest: Scones From a 
‘Masriage (see page 302) 


cast Signs 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


example offers a quick closing of the portal) 


Continue this tactic until the Wraith is slain. 


This Wraith attacks in a similar manner to any other floating specter you may have encountered before. 
before, though it has a few characteristics that make it more problematic than other lost souls: 


Relentless and Immunities: tis relentess, fast, and aggressive. It is also immune to Signs that cause damage and special 


(Close Attack Clawing: A barrage of cose-range clawing attacks can keep you stunned due to being constantly struck, t can 
‘also pass through you during this attack, usually used as @ counter if you attempt to defend. 


Painting Regeneration: Any ost heath is regenerated as the Wrath flies higher into the alr (1o escape your attacks), and 
‘opens a portal into one ofthe paintings found inthe long galley. Attacks resume after the portal opens, until i floats and enters 
the painting portal. it enters, she disappears fora few moments, then retums via a different painting portal, regenerated with 


Quen, not Yrden: Unlike the Wraiths you may have faced before, Yrden isn't a recommended tactic to 
use, Come to this fight with a boosted Quen augmented by Abilities and utilize these defenses (such 
‘as Active Quen) frequently. In this situation, Quen isn't a passive defense, but is instead the key to 

victory: you're absorbing this Wraith’s damage rather than attempting to prevent it. For this reason, it's 
also worthwhile to carry a supply of Tawny Ow! potions to boost the stamina regeneration you need to 


attacks, or when he suffers substantial damage, 
he can invoke ghosts that shuffle towards him, 
‘allowing themselves to be destroyed and absorbed 
by the Caretaker, and in tum regenerating his heath 
‘considerably. Stop this quickly by special positioning 
(see “Coaxing the Caretaker”, below), or by react 
the ghosts first and simply striking them with a single 
hitto dismiss them. AS more ghosts are summoned 
(continuously fr around 30 seconds), continue to 
Jook for ghosts (especially on your map) and race to 
prevent the Caretaker reaching them as quickly as 
possible while dismissing each with your sword. 


‘Combination Attack (Spade): This isa powerful 
series of spade attacks the Caretaker can string 
‘ogether to form a devastating combo, If you're caught 
in this, you can be killed easily. Do not try to attempt to 
pay or block; step out and away from this attack. 


Special Attacks (General): These cause a large 
‘amount of damage and cover a large area around 
‘and in front of him, They are as follows 


Now Quen is allowing you to fight back more frequently, you'll damage the Wraith (especially if your 
sword is coated with Specter Oil), causing her to float up and open one of the painting portals. As soon 
as this occurs, look for the beginnings of the (green) portal and focus every attack on the location of 
the painting portal. You can use sword attacks, or bombs, crossbow bolts, or offensive signs (\gni for 


Without a portal to enter, the Wraith starts to attack you again, but without the boost in health she 
craves. Use Quen, counter and wound her again, and prevent any subsequent portals from opening. 


Socrates Ty 


‘Special Attack: Shovel Sam: The Caretaker raises his spade above his head and then slams Spec tac Cary S Te Cai ar Uf OD 


itdown into the ground, causing a wide, cone-shaped are tobe bathed in attack energy; his racing forward around eight meters and causing massive damage and knockdown ithe 
‘causes massive damage to you, and knocks you down. Look forthe Caretaker to raise his strikes you during this time. Afterward, there is a brief recovery tim, during which you cant) 
‘spade, and back away from the area. As the shovel becomes temporarily stuck in the ground strike back. Simply step to the side, ‘or rol into or around the attack so the Caretaker runs p q 


after the energy dissipates, venture in to attack afterward. Then leap away as soon as yousee you. Then target and attack the foe during his recovery, 


‘more energy starting to appear around him. Impressive Immunity: The Caretaker is immune to most Sign | tonto 
He also immediately destroys any Viden traps you place making them especialy ineffective, 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


‘The Caretaker makes a slow but constant approach towards you, attempting his combo attack when close. These usually end with a Shovel Slam, in an attempt 3 
‘to knock you over, — 


When you manage to reduce the Caretaker's health to the first of its three segments, and again when two-thirds of his health is lost, the Caretaker breaks away 4 
from the fight and summons ghosts from their graves within the garden. He slays and absorbs the ghosts’ energy, and this can easily bolster his health back up 
to maximum. These invoking phases last 30 seconds, so it is imperative you clear the ghosts away from the Caretaker to avoid prolonged combat. Afterwards, the 
Caretaker begins attacking again. At two-thirds health, the Caretaker summons ghosts, then starts to employ the Charging Shovel attack exclusively. At one-thirds 
health, the Caretaker summons ghosts for a second time, then uses both the Shovel Slam and Charging Shovel attacks. 


As the ghosts are summoned within the low stone walled section of the back garden, if you back away from the Caretaker during the combat phase, forcing the 
Caretaker to follow you up the steps and to the pathway where you met the Black Cat (or where the thief's body is at the opposite end of the garden), you can 
quickly leave the Caretaker when he starts to summon ghosts, race into the garden, and mow down ghosts quickly before the Caretaker can reach them; at is 
Jeast until he follows you back into the garden. Area-of-effect attacks, like Igni, are particularly helpful in ridding an area of multiple ghosts. Then concentrate on 
any ghosts within the Caretaker's path, preventing more health being sucked up by this foe. Don't engage the Caretaker during this time; focus on the ghosts. 


| 
‘As the fight begins, approach but do not engage the Caretaker; stay directly outside the range of his combination attack. Then watch for the start of the Shovel os5 
Slam; as energy arcs out of his weapon, you can easily spot this; at this point, roll behind the Caretaker, and as the Caretaker tries to remove the shovel from 

the ground, batter him with sword attacks coated in Relict Oil. x 


Once the Caretaker performs his Charging Shovel attack, a simple sidestep, followed by sword attacks during his recovery time, is the key to success. Then 
repeat the previous tactics mentioned until the conclusion of this battle. 


SIX OLGIERDS TO FIGHT: ENEMY ATTACKS 


This nightmarish form of Olgierd is split into six separate beings. They have all the strengths, 
weaknesses, and attacks as Olgierd, so you should read up on how to defeat Olgierd when you were 
presented with this option at the end of Main Quest: Evil's Soft First Touches (page 286), or access 
similar information earlier in this Bestiary, The same tactics apply here. 


Remember there is an Achievement/Trophy which is only unlocked if you coax all six separate beings 
into attacking you at the same time! 


‘Strengths: Essentially cones of Olgierd, these demons are as fast and relentless as he is. nitaly motionless, they wake when 
you attack to each one, so if all the enemies are awoken atthe same time they wil all attack together. The main difference Is ~ 
that these enemies gain Oigierd's skis as they die (in other words at the beginning of the fight the enemies only have basic 

‘sword attacks, when one dies the remaining foes all gain another of Olgier’s skis like a shadow dash. Then, as each addtional 
enemy is kiled, the rest gain another skil until the last one lft has every skil that Olgerd had when you had the option to fight 
him at the Garin Estate. 


The pained world of Is voo Bveree wes borne 19 
dangerous, predatory creatures; the embodiments of 
‘es fours The most dangerous ofthese, the Bthereul, 
invoked ber greater fosr—and wore the foce of 
hee husband. 


Weaknesses: These are the same as Oigierd's original shortfalls: you can counter and stun the enemies when they are 
attempting a special attack. The first three clones have so few skis, they are reasonably easy to defeat. 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


As all their attacks are the same as Olgierd’s, you should have some familiarity coming into this fight. 
‘Sub-Species or Named Variants: Ethereal When battle commences, there are six opponents, but only one is active. Killing that enemy causes 

Environments: Inside the Von Everec Estate another to wake up and attack, and this process repeats until the last wakes and is beaten, However, 
any idling foe can be awoken at any time if you accidentally attack them. Need more of a challenge? 
Then wake everyone up and slay them all at once! 


Loot: None 


‘Specific Encounter: During Main Quest: Scenes from a 
‘Marriage (see page 302) 


VULNERABLE AGAINST One at a Time: The easier plan is to keep away from the idling foes, moving tothe far end of the arena, and slay each form of 
424Eaooog Olgierd one at a time, using tried and trusted tactics from the frst time you faced him. 
All at Once: Throw caution to the wind and slay all six foes in a crowd by preparing yourself accordingly. You require maximum, 
damage nite inthe shortest amcunt of me. Use damage enhancing potions and decoctons, and use the Whit Combat ski | 
to great effect here. 1 


Since these enemies only gain skills as they die, when they are all woken up, they are all relatively 
weak. Use this to your advantage by corralling them in one place and unleash as much damage as 
quickly as possible. A solid whirl attack can take up to four of them out at once. Once fewer of these 
enemies are in the arena, treat them as single foes and employ original Olgierd-staying tactics, 
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WO sPeECciAL BATTLES AND ENTITIES: BLOOD AND WINE 

Ah, Toussaint! Where the wine (and the blood) runs free! Throughout the many quests in this Duchy, you may be called upon to face some truly impressive adversaries, 
usually only for a single bout. These include a man-mountain clad in heavy armor, a strange Hermit with a supreme command of the water, a host of fairy-tale folk, 
and the second-most powerful Vampire you've ever met. These special encounters have specific tactics that differ from other combat opportunities you may face, and 
are placed in a separate section of this Bestiary. 


ENEMY ATTACKS 
Gregoire de Gorgon has the following attacks and maneuvers to be aware of: 


‘No Vulnerabilities: As you cannot use Signs, bombs, projectiles, or ols, this opponent has no vulnerabilities to explolt, aside 
from those inflicted by your stee! sword, and the tactics you learn about wile fighting him in sword combat. Remember that 
‘healing potions are accessible, however. 


‘No Parrying, No Countering: This plate-metal monster has attacks that inflict such damage and are swung with such force, 


that they cannot be pried or countered. This means you have ever fewer combat options than for any other battle fought 
reviousiy! 


Punch and/or Kick: He occasionally employs a gauntlet punch or boot kick if you're close to him, and usually at his side, to 
knock you back so he can regroup and begin his sword swinging, 


‘This lumbering mountain of ¢ man is ¢ gro knaght ‘Quick Horizontal Stice: A rapid slice through the air in front of him, offering damage to those caught in the arc of his large 
with o mysterious pest who has when 4 vow of were sword. 


the le his sword do the eking, 
— At. ‘Quick Vertical Uppercut: A step forward and a swing upward that can knock you back and deal nasty damage (tke all his 

attacks). 

‘Loot Si Geri of Rivin's Sword OR Rave of 

Fourhom’s Sword Quick Overhead Strike: A vertical (and sometimes slightly diagonal strike down in front of him, with a small window of 


‘Sub Species or Named Variants: Geagore de Gorgon } opportunity to hit him as he recovers and pulls his sword back afterward. This sometimes occurs with a step forward. 
swvironments: Tourney Grounds (Arena) Heavy Overhead Strike: A step forward and a more pronounced strike down in front of him, and a second or two afterwards 
‘Specific Encounter: Secondary Quest: The Warble of the where he pulls his sword back to his chest afterwards. This is an excellent visual cle to retaliate a this point. 


aetitin aati THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


PeeRURAREe SGAINST Tackle this prolonged battle as the ultimate test of your sword skill and maneuvering! Though this | 
CJ | fai | towering knight has some truly grotesquely damaging attacks, he has one overall weakness to explolt 
a lack of speed. He isn't slow by any means, as his attacks are reasonably rapid, but he lacks extreme 
Nothing (except steel swords)! dexterity and quickness, and hasn't bothered to learn the fine art of dodging around a foe. 


Whittle down his vitality by reacting to his recovery time; it is far safer than timing slashing attacks between his sword swings. Wait for an attack, dodge 
around to his flank, and retaliate with one or two light strikes or a heavy attack. Then retreat so you aren't caught by a punch or wild slash of his sword, 


Of particular merit is the recovery time after his Heavy Overhead Strike, which is the very best time to lay into him. While a flurry of light attacks is 
reasonable, this is the perfect opportunity to hit with a strong attack (covering any ground from retreating). Better yet, try a Rend Strong attack with quick 
timing to punish this move. Continue with these tactics until the battle is over. Remember parrying and countering are out, but dodging (backward and 
around) are in! You may also wish to bring your very best steel sword with you into this combat; one that ignores armor and causes criticals is a fine choice. 


ENEMY ATTACKS Wy 


Blue Statf Attack: At close combat range, the Hermit 
‘employs his wooden staff with glowing blue gor as 
‘a physical weapon. He employs quick single stikes 
to the left and right, single heavy overhead strikes, 
‘as well as multiple rapid strikes. Simply parry and 
counter or dodge these close range attempts to hit 
you, as you would a normal opponent's strikes. 


‘Loot: Aerondight (Siver sword) 
Environments: The island on Lac Cotavy 


‘Specific Encounter: At the end of Secondary Quest: There 
Can Be Only One (see page 460) 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


BMA) 


Soop by sep, in rial after trial, Geral demonstresnd 

that be wos indeed in possession of the Five Chivolhic 

Virrves. The test culminated in last secret wil: > 
defeat the Heemit sat upon the lake 


ENEMY ATTACKS 


The Beast of Beauclair has the following attacks and maneuvers to be aware of: Dettlaff is inhumanely 

fast, and you should remain extremely cautious when fighting this Higher Vampire. With super- 7 — 
human speed and strength, he uses fog to literally disappear into and dash out of to claw with almost 

unmatched ferocity. This mist is also how he quickly changes position, almost faster than you can blink! a3 


Light Attack (Melee): Expect a light attack with his talons; there are three variations of this, and all are best partied. 


‘Strong Attack (Melee): Watch fora sightly slower, more pronounced strike with his talons. There are three variations ofthis, 


‘and ail should be parried, or better yet, countered so you can quickly deal damage back to him, a 


Combination Attack (Melee): Expect a combination of three to five connected strikes, with two variations, usually from the 
flank, from behind, and appearing from the mist. You have litle time to react, so continuously parry. Failing that, roll or dodge just 
before the fst strike connects. 


‘Short Dash Attack (Special): Watch for a fast dash attack, a brief transformation into mist, finishing with a second fast dash 
attack. Don't be coaxed into attacking after the first hit; you'l slice through mist and miss him, Remain on the defensive. 


Dash Attack (Special) A variation on the short dash finishes with a short stop before a strong slashing attack. This is a good 
‘place to retaliate; countering the strong final strike with one (or two) of your own. But don't get greedy; he flees from your strikes 
with ease! 


. ‘Strong Uppercut Attack (Melee): Expect a strong attack with a flourish that can stagger you, leaving him moments to 
Higher Vampire: are supertunnanly strong and fast ‘regenerate, thus increasing this battle and leaving you vulnerable. Blocking the strong attack ks good; countering is preferable, 
They can rurm completely invisible, and cach comes 
mtn ponder on Wher Gok | Rtn a setter, ee ties ene ay of ese atl sip a wast of ie 
realized he wus dealing with such a creature, he swore THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


foully and realized the rumors about the Beast hod not 


Staying patient and cool under the extreme speed and savagery exhibited by the Beast of Beauclair 

is key to surviving this fight. Counter any of Dettlaff's attacks, and wait until he attempts his stronger 
strikes. If you can counter them, you have a tiny window of opportunity to land a couple of strikes before 
the Beast vanishes or warps behind you to strike. 


been exoggerared in the slightest. 


Loot: None 


Envronments: Ook Warts Bul 
jhanuret eters) Judicious use of Quen helps, not only to shield you but to shrug off any attacks you aren't quick enough 


to parry while you lear the timing to thwart this foe. Swig Black Blood to ensure any damage Dettlaff 
VULNERABLE AGAINST ‘causes is partly reflected back at him, coat your silver sword in Vampire Oil to ensure each strike 
sey clamages him as much as possible, and then fight back only after he finishes his strong attack. The 
! Z| ww Ea a0 Fal battle may take a while, but it's the best way to remain in one piece and stop this higher Vampire, if only = 


for a temporary moment. 


‘Specific Encounter: Main Quest: Blood Run 


g 
g 
G 
EI 


5 


‘Vanish in the Mist (Defensive): He may avoid combat, or meve to anather part ofthe lake be pated or dodged. After the bol, he sometimes surimons one or two ground waves 
‘by simply vanishing in a column of water, only to appear a few moments later, usually to begin ‘splash in a circular target; dodge both of them. e aa 
iia araga tome aie ar am nal ‘Aredia’ ofthe bot, the H 2 
bond bd Pe Iago twisting column of water directly ut from his staf in a long cylindrical atack that can Knod 
‘Vanish in the Mist (Offensive): Sometimes after vanishing the Hermit appears extremely close to. you back or stagger you. Dodge left or right of it. f cast at clase range, this pushes you 


YOu, conjures a water spout or uses his staff, and can stagger you, so be prepared for this. staggers you. 

Invisibility: Occasionally, (and usually f you've struck him a few times), the Hermit simply ‘Tomado Storm: The Hermit's most impressive attack is when he whips up the water 

blinks out of existence, with only his blue glowing staff orb showing. Simply look for that, and surrounding him into @ maelstrom of vapor and slowly walks toward you inside this raging | 
faunch a ranged attack to coax him back to show himse storm. There's litle to do except get out of the way here (dodging is better than running as the 


‘storm sucks you in and heavily damages you), and follow up with a ranged attack (or kan) after 


Water Bott: With his left hand outstretched, he pushes a bolt of water forward to strike you the storm dlssipales and the Hermit is recovering. 


‘almost instant, ike a snowball, This projectile doesn’t deal heavy damage, but it is fast. t can 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


This fellow, much like the Ofieri Mage you may have encountered during Hearts of Stone Main Quest: Evil's First Soft Touches (page 286) is an extremely 
dangerous and competent foe, and becomes more potent at longer distances. Close the distance between you both, so fewer large-scale attacks can be 
Jaunched by him. 


When you can easily leap in with a sword strike, employ Aard or Axii to temporarily stagger and incapacitate him, and immediately strike with two of three fast 
attacks, or a single, nasty strong attack (like Rend). Then retreat (roll or dodge) before you're caught by him reacting. 


‘Axil and Aard are also excellent for interrupting the Hermit at range, before he launches one of his spectacularly-brutal water conjuring attacks, Axil is better, as 
it flummoxes the Hermit no matter what the range. 


You can repeat this technique for as long as you can cast Aard or Axii (before needing to rest your Signs), and catch him in a continual “stagger loop” where 
you cast Aard or Axii, leap in and strike with your sword, then cast again. Igni also works to a lesser extent. Continue with this “attrition” plan, and don't get too 
greedy with the sword strikes! 


769 


[Not only did the Witch io fact eat men, bat hod 
mastered the cooking of humans wo @ fie art. They are 
said to be particularly fond of children’s liver fied in 
‘butee and seeved in saffron sauce, balsamke vineyer 
marinated finger roasted to 2 golden extyp ack, yes, 
«ven freshlyssqueceed corpse juice 


Loot: None 
‘Sub-Species or Named Variants: Wicked Witch 
Environments: Wicked Witch's Houne 


Specific Encounter: During Main Quest: Beyond Hil and 
Dale... sae page 338). 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


The three litle pigs fror the Land of ¢ Thousand 
Fables were left for years withour Arius Vigo's 
supervision. During thin time, they wea completely 
feral, transforming into three wild boars which 
‘attacked anyone who dared approuch thei 
ruined home, 


ENEMY ATTACKS 
‘The Wicked Witch has the following attacks and maneuvers to be aware of: 


Phase 1: Monster Summoning: The Witch takes to her broomstick, and fies about the combat area, summoning Archespores and 
Panthers from her bubbing cauldron, and letting them spit their disgusting projectiles at you. During her fight, she is completely. 
Impervious to attacks while encased in her magical bubble. Concentrate your attacks on the Archespores and Panthers. 


‘Phase 2: Airbome Projectiles and Divebombing: Once her summoned plant life has been cut down, she tries harming you with 
‘revolting iquids from her cauldron, in a long, airbome attack. She also tries to knock you over by swooping down in a divebomb, 
\hile riding her broomstick. Dodge out of the way during either of these attacks, and refrain from striking her during the time she 
{s encased in her bubble, for then she is invulnerable. However, when her bubble disappears (usually just before not after, THe 
‘bubble dissapears as she starts divebomibing the divebomb), she can be struck. 


Phase 3: Cauldron Broth Projectiles and Melee Strikes: When she is on the ground, she will throw large, unpleasant globs of 
cauldron contents at you, which act like Archespore spite, and should be dodged. She can bring down the cauldron with both 
hhands, creating a large explosion that damages and staggers (so back up or interrupt this attack), She also has claw attacks (eft 
(Fright) at melee range which can be dodged or parried. Spend too long neglecting her broomstick, and she flies off again, and 
Phase 2 begins anew. 


Resistances: The Wicked Witch is resistant to Axi, and usually counters you successfully if you manage to strike her three times 
in succession. 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Phase 1: Produce your silver sword, and watch the flight path of the Witch, but don’t attempt to 
strike her. She lobs projectiles that spawn into Archespores and Panthers, Face and cut these down 
continuously, until she starts Phase 2 of her attacks. 


Phase 2: Avoid her cauldron-spilling airborne attacks, and watch for her impenetrable bubble to disappear 
during these divebombs; as soon as the bubble has gone, hit her hard with lgni, Aard, your crossbow, 

or a bomb. She tumbles to the ground and separates from the broom, She now begins Phase 3 attacks 
However, the broom seems sentient, and hops around, finally rejoining the Witch as she takes off again, 
forcing you to strike her from the air just like before. Combat this problem by concentrating all your attacks 
(nthe broom, as soon as it becomes separated from the Witch. Destroy the broom, so the Witch is left on 
the ground. itis worth noting (stressing) that the player should avoid the Witches heavy cauldron attacks, 
This attack staggers the player and the witch wil use this time to get back on her broom 


Phase 3: Once she is on the ground permanently, combat is both swift and unrelenting; dodge the 
revolting projectiles the Witch lobs, dodging around to slash at the stout foe when she waddles quickly 
towards you. Usual combat planning is necessary, but the fight is straightforward. Though there's no 
oven to shove this Witch into, Relict Oil (as offense) and Quen are useful (as defense), as well as a quick 
burst of lgni to put an end to her. 


ENEMY ATTACKS b BAW A 


Leave even a kind-hearted, warm, naively 
benign creature to fend for itself, and it 
won't remain so benign for long. Treat this 
battle with the Three Little Pigs in exactly 
the same manner as you would when 
facing Wild Boars: 


Loot: Blue Bean 
Sub-Species oF Named Variants: Thvee Lite Pigs 
Environments: The Fablesphere (Land ofa Thousand Fables). 


SSpecitic Encounter: During Main Quest: Beyond Hl and 
Dale... (see page 338). 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


These piggies are able to maintain their 
‘speed throughout an entire fight, can knock 
you down, surround and harass lesser 
warriors, and act more erratically than 
other beasts. 


a 
After the dukes daughters grew up and the Land 
of « Thowand Fables went foal, Longlocks, whose 
prince never came anxd who suffered greatly from her 
loneliness, decided to hang herself by her own braid 
Afier she died, ber ghost stayed to haunt the castle in 
which she had avuined ber suite 


‘Loot: Yellow Bean 
‘Sub-Species or Named Variants: Longlocks (Banshee) 
Environments: Longlocks’ Tow, in the Fablesphere 


‘Specific Encounter; During Main Quest: Beyond Hit and 
Dale... (soe page 338). 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


ENEMY ATTACKS 
Longlocks has the following attacks and maneuvers to be aware ot: 


Banshee Wail: After taking damage from your attacks, Longlocks will rise to her place of death (the light in the center of the { 


tower ceiling) and let out a scream that could wake the dead—literally. This summons a group of five or more skeletal foes 
(and she is invulnerable for a few moments during and after the wail). Longlocks then heals while you're preoccupied with the 
skeletons (who are easily dispatched like Bandits, or blown backward with Aard and stabbed wile prone). 


Deine Sree: Lincs ned sone a ee 
‘skeletons. Beware ofthis and dodge or roll away trom the sound wave. 


Dash Attack: f you're stunned, Longlocks bursts forward with great speed and performs a powerful melee attack; don't et this 


happen by avoiding the scream in the first place! 


(Melee Combo: Expect some nasty cawing, which can strike you up to four times (usually three or four hits). These are quick 
‘and light, and can therefore be parried. She quickly floats backwards after each successful attack or counter that she performs, 


Counter: I you're successful with two or more melee attacks, Longlocks attempts a counter attack; a very quick spin that 
‘causes heavy damage, and pushes you (and her) away from each other, You're encouraged to strike twice before adjusting and 
striking again, so this is avoided. 


Resistances: The critical effects of Signs, Bombs, and botts do not affect Longlocks. She is slow, attempting to stay at medium 
range and away from your attacks and only approaching when attempting a dash or melee combo strike, 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Use Yrden to slow Longlocks down enough to dart in with a couple of hard-hitting, specter-oll-coated 
attacks, and whittle down her health until she starts her infamous Wail. As soon as the skeletal foes 

appear, defeat them as quickly as possible using fast attacks and knocking them over with Aard; this 
‘means Longlocks has fewer opportunity to heal herself, and you can continue this combat of attrition, 


Longlocks strafes, tries a melee attack, dashes away, tries the scream to stun you, then uses her dash 
attack if successful; then she begins this attack pattern again. If wounded, she stops this pattern and 
‘summons her bony brethren. When she does, remove the skeletal threats quickly, before attacking her 
with well-timed sword strikes once again. 


trate Rani Te ovr} ral ct te aa ero a rr wa abe hei Thy a 
they pass with their tusks, and continue to charge about, making them difficult to react to. Quen is useful protection under these circumstances, 


charging Gor: pet hese pages to care yu om ne o-me, especialy yu prenccupled wit one ofthe pack an dart ice note approaching wT sibeoquen 


‘tusk attack can knock you down. A swift dodge is necessary here. 


Hind Log Stomp you'eburing these lg wth oni or projectiles, they tend to run incr in ighy-agted manne. kicking theres out These hing strikes aso occur i you ty 
‘and strike a pig fron behind afte the beast usualy rears up). Obviously, avoid bladed attacks to a piggy’s behind, and watch a squealing boar as it careenss chaotically; dodge to avold additonal = 


damage, 
THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


‘As they maintain their speed throughout an entire fight, and are difficult to predict (they run to and from you constantly), you must be cautious so you're not 
sutprised by a charge and gore that knocks you down. Expect to be surrounded and harassed, 


These piggies are susceptible to all Signs, bombs, and bolts. For those lacking finesse, you can quite easily single out a piggy, concentrate on killing it with 
hammering light attacks, before moving onto the next one. But the best idea is to approach them defensively (blocking and with Quen active), locating and 
isolating one, and then stunning it (Aard or Axil is useful here) and/or attacking from the front or the side. If you're surrounded, utilize crowd-control tactics 
(stunning or slowing these piggies with your preferred Signs or bombs) before resuming the “isolate and slay" plan. 
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ENEMY ATTACKS 


Geralt and Syanna met the Big Bad Wolf 
while he was nursing a nasty hangover 
and was not eager to cooperate. Yet since 
‘our heroes needed a bean which the wolf 
had, they forced him to act out his tale, 
‘And act out he did, performing a series of 
aggressive maneuvers akin to a Werewolf: 


The Bly Bad Wolf oace served os « playmate to the 
ake’ deaghters, acting 
Jrooased grt and her grandmother, bur as the fable land 
slowly degenerated, so did be 


scenes with @ certain red 


‘Loot: Red Bean 


‘Sub-Species or Named Variants: Big Bad Wott 


Environments: Grandmother's house, inthe Fablesphere. 


‘Specific Encounter: During Main Quest: Beyond Hil and 
Dale... (see page 338). 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


BALL 


STAGE 1: VAMPIRE FORM: ENEMY ATTACKS 


Dettlaff exhibits the same level of initial ferocity that he did during your first encounter with him, during 
Main Quest: Blood Run. Therefore, similar tactics apply: 


Dettlaff is inhumanely fast, and you should remain extremely cautious when fighting this Higher 
Vampire. With super-human speed and strength, he uses fog to literally disappear, and dash out of to 
claw with almost unmatched ferocity. This mist is also how he quickly changes position, almost faster 
than you can blink! 


Light Attack (Melee); Expect a light attack with his talons; there are three variations of this, and all are best parried. 


‘Strong Attack (Melee): Watch fora slightly slower, more pronounced strike with his talons. There are three variations ofthis, 
‘and all should be parried, or better yet, countered so you can quickly deal damage back to him. 


‘Combination Attack (Melee): Expect a combination of three to five connected strikes, with two variations; usualy from the 
flank, from behind, and appearing from the mist. You have little time to react, so continuously parry. Falling that, rll or dodge 
just before the first strike connects. 


‘Short Dash Attack (Special: Watch fora fast dash attack, a brit transformation into mist, finishing wit a second fast dash 
attack, Don't be coaxed into attacking after the fist hit; you'l sce through mist and miss him. Remain on the defensive 


Dera s a higher Vampire and ome of the nat Dash Attack (Special): A variation on the short dash fishes witha shortstop betore a strong slashing attack. This isa good 
terrifying creorures the world hax ever koown. Some place to retaliate, countering the strong final strike with one (or two) of your own. But don’t get greedy: he flees from your 
Vompites of his sore lve among men easily and sinkes with ease! 


incompicuoaly Yet even the ment aviliged Vampire 


Strong Uppercut Attack (Melee): Expect a strong attack with flourish that can stagger you, leaving him moments to 


«an be jcedibly dangerous if provoked, and 
regenerate, thus increasing this battle and leaving you vulnerable. Blocking the strong attack is good; countering is preferable. 


Datta... Detlaff is fr from civilized. 
: Resistances: Dettaff is resistant to poison, bleeding, and Yrden, so employing any of these in battle is simply a waste of time, 


STAGE 1: THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Staying patient and cool under the extreme speed and savagery exhibited by Dettlaff's Vampire Form 
is key to surviving this fight. Counter any of Dettlaff's attacks and wait until he attempts his stronger 
strikes. If you can counter them, you have a tiny window of opportunity to land a couple of strikes 
before the Beast vanishes or warps behind you to strike. 


‘Loot: None 
‘Sub-Specios or Named Variants: Det, Blood Construct 
Environments: Tesham Mutna,in southern Toussaint 
‘Specitic Encounter: During Main Quest: Tesham Mutna (see 
page 348) 


VULNERABLE AGAINST 


Dettlaff is adept at parrying; he blocks all attacks from the front, and after three parries (or hits), he 

Z| ww Ea i ae usually teleports behind you and counters. If you manage to strike him in the back, he dashes away, so 
a not to receive further punishment from you. Not only that, but he can regenerate up to 30 percent of 
his essence, usually while standing at range. 


Judicious use of Quen helps, not only to shield you but to shrug off any attacks you aren’t quick enough 
to parry while you learn the timing to thwart this foe. Swig Black Blood to ensure any damage Dettlaff 
causes is partly reflected back at him, coat your silver sword in Vampire Oil to ensure each strike 
damages him as much as possible, and then fight back only after he finishes his strong attack. The 
battle may take a while, but it's the best way to remain in one piece and stop this higher Vampire, if 
only for a moment. 


‘Lunging Claw Strike: Shouid the Big Bad Woll wish to close the gap, it leaps from the 
‘ground in your general direction, landing with a huge and vicious clawing swipe. Dodge this 
to avoid being struck and possibly stunned; watch and dodge just as the Big Bad Wot's feet 
Jeave the ground, or as soon after as possible, Dodging away, diagonally backward, gives you 
the distance you need to avoid the landing and swipe. 


‘Clawing and Double Clawing: At cose and melee distances, the Big Bad Wolf tends 10 
‘stand and swipe with his powerful claw. Or, he raises up both arms, and brings them down 
vertically with 2 double clawing move that is both highly-damaging and can stagger you, 
causing bleeding, Another timed dodge is required, usually when you sae his arm (or both 
arms) raised up before the strike. There is a tiny opportunity to retaliate with your blades just 
after either claw attack, as the Big Bad Wolt recovers, 


THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


‘Bite Atack: Aer capping alos, he Big Bad Wl ounces a igh 
tunge. Look ortho change in stance, then dodge as non a ou sel fur avs on hn 
pound to avoid being srk. pre 


Regeneration: As combat continues, the Big Bad Wot is able 1 eganerate vita back, 
increasing the need to interrupt this and dish damage, so you aren't fighting a foe that wie fF 
‘continuously heals! * 
resem Wa: est a ee 
‘to Joss. Then he'll tell you otherwise. 


Yrden is of great use in avoiding the Big Bad Wolt’s attacks, though his speed sometimes means he misses your circle of slowdown. Instead, employ Quen 
to shrug off the first attack the Big Bad Wolf inflicts; they are fast enough that you may not be able to parry or time attacks without being struck, Another 
good tactic is to cast Quen, and as soon as he claws at you and Quen pushes the beast back, retaliate with two or three fast attacks, possibly followed by an 


expertly timed Rend. 


When possible, use Igni. Setting the Big Bad Wolf aflame can force him to stay still long enough to score more viclous strikes (hopefully with critical hits), 
usually on his flanks. Fire, bleeding, and poison effects can be used to slow his regeneration. 


Explosive bolts for a crossbow can be useful for inflicting fire damage at greater range, should the Big Bad Wolf be at a distance, My, what muscular 


haunches he has! He won't for long, though! 


STAGE 2: TRUE FORM: ENEMY ATTACKS 


‘When you've removed around a quarter of Dettlaft's vitality, a grotesque 
transformation takes place, as Dettlaff reveal his true form! This fearsome 
flying enemy Is essentially immortal, and so fights with no regard to his 
personal safety, and with a ferocity not previous encountered! When in 
the air, he (s impervious to any attack. In addition, watch for the following 
offensive maneuvers: 


‘Flight and Flying Dash: While airbome, te isn't able to be harmed, though he sometimes 
‘executes a Fying Dash, striking you before he fies away again. itis during this attack that you 
can make a well-timed sword strike or aard, ini, bolt, or bomb. Actually Ign and ard are best 
{or bringing him down as they require the least perfect timing of all available options interrupting 
the dash and bring Det to the ground, one of only two opportunities to strike him, 


‘Teleport: He is able to teleport short distances; keep an eye on where he is at all times so you 
‘aren't slaughtered trom the flanks or rear. 


Dive Attack: Using his massive wings to raise himself up and out of your reach, he Naps 
Up, then brings himself down witha mighty pummeling ground strike that can hit hard and 
possibly stagger. However, he requires some time to recover from ths dive and is wuinerable 
onthe ground 


‘Swarm Attack: A massive swarm of bats is conjured and thrust towards you, damaging and 
staggering you. Just rol, dodging is not sufficient for this attack. to avoid this, 


‘Traps: After Dettlatf recovers from an attack, he conjures a revolting, ol-tke trap that can 
‘severely impede your movement. He uses a special Dive Attack to hammer you wtvle you're 
prone, so avoid the Traps whenever possible by remaining mobile, and don't get too greedy 
When striking Dettlatf during his recovery. 


Resistances: Detta's True Form is immune to buming (ni and weapons), stuns, blinding, 
and Alf he's flying, he dodges or reflects any bombs or crossbow bolts you may ty to strike 
him with. When he's recovering from a strike, he can send you flying backward, Knocking you 
‘over, so get in with strikes and retreat quickly, 


STAGE 2; THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


Put your projectiles away when Dettlaff is airborne, as you cannot harm 

him when he's flying. The only times he is susceptible to harm is at the 

end of his Dive Attack (he lands on the ground, and is vulnerable for a 
moment), and during the Flying Dash (where this attack can be interrupted, 
and Dettlaff brought to the ground). Signs are best employed here, though 
bombs work too. Then whittle Dettlaff's health down with two or three 
strikes before backing away, out of the range of the trap he conjures, and let 
him fly away. Then begin the tactic anew. 


STAGE 3: BLOOD CONSTRUCT (FINAL FORM 
ENEMY ATTACKS ~ ad 


A around one third vitality, ater you've suocesstul clipped Dettat's 
this horror wraps himself up completely in a revolting cocoon of blood. 
Quickly sculpting an encased arena from gore and flesh, supported by three 
vein columns that pump blood into the cocoon hanging from the middle 
Of this atrocity. A doppelganger of Dettiat is also conjured, made from the 
‘blood and sent to fight in Dettlaft's stead. 


‘An Idiot Construct: The Blood Construct is a magical being formed from the blood and 
willpower of Det, does not possess any intelligence ofits own, anc! exists only to ill You, 
Expect a constant barrage of attacks with ite time to rest. 


‘Molee Strike (one hit, six variations): A quick single attack that is damaging, and can be 
parried or dodged. You can retaliate afterward, but as the construct shouldn't be the focus of 
Your fighting (aside from getting rid of t momentarily), think of al these attacks as a hindrance 
to your main goal. 

Combo Strike (four variations): A series of attacks, inflicting damage up to four times in a 
single combination. These can be pared or dodged 

Dash Attack: A sling strike that can be interrupted or countered, allowing you to stun 


the construct fora few moments; only ofthe best ways to quickly remove yourself from its 
‘lutches to deal withthe real solution to your problem, 


Flying Attack: Once you dispel the Construct with your attacks, itreappears near Geral, 
‘applying a knockdown. Dodge away from its landing spot, or take a chance at hitting it to 
‘remove a small amount ofits health, 


‘Resistances: The construct is immune to any critical attacks, and can easly parry your 
sword strikes. I also revives itself each time you kil, making it effectively immortal. 


STAGE 3: THE BEST BATTLE TACTICS 


The three columns resembling veins, which pump blood into Dettlaff’s 
cocoon, are the main focus of your attacks: Make sure you are slicing, 
blasting, or bombing these stationary targets as quickly and as often as 
possible, Waylay the Blood Construct by using Yrden, quickly maneuvering 
around the flesh arena, and use ranged attacks at the flesh columns so you 
don’t need to physically move to each one, Treat the Blood Construct as 
you would Dettiaff in Phase One of this battle, but know that you can never 
defeat this golem; though removing it temporarily before it reforms allows 
a few seconds of uninterrupted flesh-column removal! When all three flesh 
columns are removed, Dettlaff finally yields, 
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Places of Power are stone monuments marked with one of the Signs used by Witchers to combat men and monsters. Drawing magic from these places grants a 
boost to your Ability Points (increasing by 1) the first time you interact with each monolith. lf you come back to a Place of Power and draw from it again, you receive a 
‘temporary enhancement to the Sign that is marked on the monument. 


The real boon to Places of Power is that they grant this additional Ability Point, 
which can be spent on new or existing rankings of Abilities (also known as THE F 
“Skills” ly. So it out of to find all 30 Pt 

‘Skills") immediately. So it's worth going out of your way to find all 30 Places The Places of my throughout five reals far ote off-world location}: 


yh er nerd the isha as early as you can, just to have an ‘Be warned though; some Places of Power are only accessible during specific quests, 
vantage earlier in your ac turing. and cannot be accessed before or afterward! 


PLACES OF POWER 


Location 


HT PLACE AT THE RIC 


1T TIME 


1. CACKLER BRIDGE (QUEN) 2. 622 
Map Location Page: 620 Quest Specific? No 
Quest Specific? No Cross the bridge heading southwest from the Ransacked Village, or head east 


from the Abandoned Village to a wooded area where a Bear is prowling, It's wise 


A pack of Ghouls have gathered near this monolith, which is east and a to slay this beast before drawing power 


little north from Cackler Bridge. Their Monster Nest is nearby, though it isn't 
‘necessary to destroy it to access the monolith. 


3. BROKEN BRIDGE (QUEN) 4. SAWMILL [AXII] 

Map Location Page: 622 Map Location Page: 622 

Quest Specific? No Quest Specific? No 

Due south of the Broken Bridge is the trail to the Griffin's nest you uncover From the Sawmill, journey northwards along the road before veering off into the 
during Main Quest: The Beast of White Orchard. Find the nest, continue south, low scrub and bushes to an area of standing stones guarded by a Wraith. Defeat 
and find the monolith among the beech trees. this specter before drawing power. 


5. WHITE ORCHARD CEMETERY [IGNI} 
Map Location Page: 623 
Quest Specific? No 


From the Mill, across the river and north of Woesong Bridge, head north to the 
small chapel and White Orchard Cemetery. A Wraith awaits you here. Dispatch it 
before drawing the power from the monolith. 


6. WHITE ORCHARD CEMETERY (NORTH) [AARD} 
Map Location Page: 625 


Quest Specific? No 


From the Mill, head north to White Orchard Cemetery, then continue north 
through the forest and up a slope to a wooded shrine of standing stones. Beware 
of a Ghoul nest nearby, 


VELENUNO MAN'S LAND) 


7. LORNRUK (QUEN) 
Map Location Page: 625 
Quest Specific? No 


‘At the northwest tip of Velen by the Lornruk lighthouse, take the steep slope by 
the signpost down to the water's edge, watching for Drowners. The monolith 
stands above a secret cave entrance into the lighthouse. 


9. FRISCHLOW (AARD] 
Map Location Page: 638 


Quest Specific? No 


South of Lake Wyndamer in The Mire is the haunted village of Frischlow. Head 
south from here, into the flat floodptan on the edge of this territory, to a lonely 
monolith in the marsh. 


8, DUEN HEN [ELVEN RUINS) [YRDEN) 
Map Location Page: 638 
Quest Specific? Yes 


During Main Quest: Wandering the Dark, once you're about to leave the Elven 
Ruins and Secondary Quest: Magic Lamp is active, climb to the passage left of 
the hidden elven sanctuary, between there and the Golem chamber. 


10. ANCIENT OAK [IGNI} 
Map Location Page: 641 


Quest Specific? No 


The most prominent landmark in Crookback Bog is the Ancient Oak southeast 
of The Orphans of Crookback Bog. Just west of the Ancient Oak signpost is the 
monolith itself, on the rocks below the great tree. 


i 
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11. DRAGONSLAYER'S GROTTO [YRDEN) 
Map Location Page: 640 
Quest Specific? No 


Head up the steep rock hillside east of the Grotto, or take the winding path 
(with jumping and grabbing required) northwest of Downwarren to the monolith 
perched atop the rocky promontory, What a view! 


12. ROAD TO BALD MOUNTAIN (QUEN) 
Map Location Page: 641 
Quest Specific? Yes 


During Main Quest: Bald Mountain, after scaling the mountain itself and 
defeating the mighty Imerith of the Wild Hunt in combat, this monolith is visible 
during your ascent, just before (or after) facing this foe, 


13. ELECTOR SQUARE {IGNI) 
Map Location Page: 646 
Quest Specific? No 


‘On Temple Isle in Novigrad City, head northeast from Elector Square signpost, 
heading through battlements of the watertowers to the square itself, moving 
‘around the edge of the Temple of Eternal Fire to this promontory. 


14. ALNESS [AXIiI) 
Map Location Page: 656 
Quest Specific? No 


Southeast of Alness, or north of the Vegelbud Residence is a trail up to a large 
rocky hill with a number of protruding boulders. Leap the gap as you reach the 
summit ofthis hil, with the monolith perched at the edge of i. 


15. ARD SKELLIG: WRECK OF THE ATROPOS [AXII) 
‘Map Location Page: 665 


Quest Specific? No 


When you first land on Skellige after the rough sea crossing, check the initial 
beach for the remains of the Atropos (the ship you traveled on before the pirate 
attack). Watch for Sirens if you return here (the nearest Signposts are Crossroads 
and Rannvaig). 


16. ARD SKELLIG: KAER TROLDE KEEP (QUEN} 
Map Location Page: 664 


Quest Specific? Yes 


Deep within the keep atop the mountain at Kaer Trolde is a secret underground 
escape tunnel, which is accessed during Secondary Quest: King’s Gambit. Find It 
just after the wine cellar catches fire, and you escape with Cerys. 


17. ARD SKELLIG: ANCIENT CRYPT (IGNI) 
Map Location Page: 672 


Quest Specific? Yes 


Enter the Ancient Crypt along the north coast of Ard Skellig during Main Quest 
The Sunstone with Philippa Eilhart. The monolith is in these Elven catacombs, 
close to the first huge elven statue in the initial large cavern. It can be accessed 
after the quest, too, 


18. ARD SKELLIG: NORTH OF REDGILL (AARD) 
Map Location Page: 673 
Quest Specific? No 


Head north up the coastal path from Redail, along the western edge of Ard 
Skellig. Fight Harpies, and watch for a terrifying Cyclops lurking in the clifftop 
ruins. Explore the ruins, climbing up to an interior grotto and monolith 


19. ARD SKELLIG: DRUIDS’ CAMP [YRDEN) 
‘Map Location Page: 674 
Quest Specific? No 


In the woods just above the Druids’ Camp (over on the western side of Ard 
Skellig) is an easy-to-spot monolith. Gather the power from it, ideally during 
Main Quest: Echoes of the Past. 


21. AN SKELLIG: YNGVAR'S FANG (QUEN) 
Map Location Page: 675 


Quest Specific? No 

Though it’s wise to start Secondary Quest: The Path of Warriors first, you can visit 
the Trail to Yngvar’s Fang, and carefully ascend the insanely treacherous path 
(detailed in the quest) all the way to the misty summit of Yngvar's Fang itself, 
where the monolith hums. 


20. ARD SKELLIG: HOLMSTEIN PORT [AXI!] 
Map Location Page: 667 
Quest Specific? No 


‘Along the southwestern shoreline, southeast of Wild Shore itself, and north of 
Holmstein Port, is a large boulder and rubble scree (and cave with farting trolls 
within). Take the trail across the mountains from Holstein Port for easy access. 


22. SPIKEROOG: SVORLAG [IGNI) 
Map Location Page: 680 


Quest Specific? No 

It's recommended (but not mandatory) you start Secondary Quest: Possession, and 
visit Spikeroog to help out Cerys, Take the uphill path northwest of Svorlag, past 
the Abandoned House, to a high mountain plateau where the monolith stands, 
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23. FAROE: HARVIKEN [YRDEN] 
Map Location Page: 677 
Quest Specific? No 


Visit the isle of Faroe, take the trail heading west from Harviken, and at the initial 
junction, take the left path. It winds up a forest trail to a shrine to Hemdall, The 
monolith is just right of the shrine. 


24. RUINED WATCHTOWER [IGNI} 
Map Location Page: 687 


Quest Specific? Yes 


During Main Quest: The Final Trial, as you and Lambert explore the northern edge 
of Kaer Morhen, after successfully navigating the troll cave (with the three rock 
trolls), stop at this monolith before reaching the Circle of Elements. 


POTHER WORLDS 


25. DARK VALLEY (AARD) 
Map Location Page: 684 
Quest Specific? Yes 


Locate this most lonely of monoliths during Main Quest: Through Time and 
‘Space. After being separated from Avallac’h, explore the Dark Valley; the 
promontory just after you start to hold your breath hold this stone. 


Wy 26. ARTHACH PALACE RUINS [YRDEN) 
Map Location Page: 690 


Quest Specific? No 


Trek to the Hanse at the northern-most point of Toussaint in the Vedette Valley. 
The massive outlaw stronghold doesn't need to be visited; skirt to the east, to a 
‘secondary elven ruins in the swamp, and a plant-covered stone. 


Wy 27. FORT USSAR RUINS [IGNI) 
Map Location Page: 697 
Quest Specific? No 


Over on the far eastern side of Toussaint in The Champs Desoles Territory is a 
Slyzard eyrie. However, you don’t need to slaughter these fire-breathing foes; 
simply drop to a small cave entrance below their nest to find the stone. 


Wy 29. HEN GAIDH LAKE PROMONTORY [AARD} 
Map Location Page: 703 


Quest Specific? No 


Southeast of the Seidh Llygad Amphitheater, and west of the Hortense Estate in 
Caroberta Woods Territory, at the far southern shore of the lake, is a stone on a 
promontory, close to the hidden entrance to the Unseen Elder Vampire's lair, 


Wy 28. ALBERTUS GROTTO [AXII} 
Map Location Page: 702 


Quest Specific? No 


North of the Rioux-Cannes Outpost, west of Beauclair in the Gorgon Foothills 
territory is an unmarked cave entrance (and Monster Den) below Duchaton Crest, 
called Albertus Grotto. Fight Kikimore Workers and Warriors inside this cave, 
where the stone is. 


Wy 30. TERMES PALACE RUINS (QUEN) 
Map Location Page: 712 


Quest Specific? No 


In southeast Toussaint, in the Caroberta Woods Territory, is an old elven ruins 
known as Termes Palace. Locate the steps shown, climb through the waterfall, 
turn right and smash a loose wall with Aard to reach a hidden room with 

the monolith 


780 


WLEDGE: LOCATIONS 


. Geralt of Rivia has a number of opportunities to polish more than his stee! sword of an evening. There are a number of women that can be wooed 
into a night of passion. But how many? Who? And where? Glad you asked: The following are the times, quests (where appropriate), and ladies you can spend a 
romantic evening, or a rutting session, with. They are listed in the order you can “access” them. Any stipulations are listed in their appropriate quests. 


#1: BERTHA 

OF CRIPPLED 
KATE'S 

Visit Crippled Kate's 
brothel in Novigrad and 
tell the Madame you 
want to spend time 
with one of her girls 
(marked on your mini- 
map with hearts), Pick 
the buxom Bertha and pay her 20 crowns. With any luck, you might try riding 
below the crupper. 


#3: SUZY OF 
CRIPPLED 
KATE’S 

Visit Crippled Kate's 
brothel in Novigrad 
‘and tell the Madame 
you want to spend 
time with one of her 
girls (marked on your 
‘mini-map with hearts), 
Choose the slightly standoffish Suzy to help massage “little Geralt.” 


#5: 

NARCISSA OF 
PASSIFLORA 
Visit the Passiflora 

in Novigrad and tell 
Marquise Serenity you 
want to spend time 
with one of the girls 
(marked on your mini- 
map with hearts), Pick 
the saucy Narcissa and pay her 40 crowns, before trying to grope for trout in a 
peculiar iver. 


#7: KEIRA 
METZ 

At the end of 
Secondary Quest; 

A Favor for a Friend. 


#9: 
YENNEFER OF 
VENGERBERG 
(FIRST 
ENCOUNTER] 
At the end of Main 
Quest: The King is 
‘Dead — Long Live the 
King, on a unicorn. 


#2: MERCIA 

OF CRIPPLED 
KATE’S 

Visit Crippled Kate's 
brothel in Novigrad and 
tell the Madame you 
want to spend time with 
‘one of her girls (marked 
‘on your mini-map with 
hearts), Choose the 
veteran lady of the night Mercia to pet your white wolf. 


#4: AMRYNN OF 4 
PASSIFLORA 
Visit the Passifiora 

in Novigrad and tell 
Marquise Serenity you 
want to spend time with 
‘one of the girls (marked 
‘on your mini-map with 
hearts). Choose the 
elven Amrynn and hand 
her 40 crowns to spend a few hours exploring a different kind of white orchard 


#6: VIOLA OF 
PASSIFLORA 
Visit the Passiflora 

in Novigrad and tell 
Marquise Serenity you 
want to spend time with 
‘one of the girls (marked 
‘on your mini-map with 
hearts). Locate the 
vivacious Viola and pay 
her 40 crowns to take a turn among the cabbages. 


#8: TRISS 
MERIGOLD 
At the conclusion of 
‘Secondary Quest: 
‘Now or Never. 


#10: 
YENNEFER OF 
VENGERBERG 
{SECOND 
ENCOUNTER) 
During Main Quest 
No Place Like Home 


#11: JUTTA 
AN DIMUN 
Atthe end of 
Secondary Quest 
Iron Maiden. 


#13: SHANI 
Atthe conclusion 

of Hearts of Stone: 
Secondary Quest: 

A Midnight Clear, 
after some wooing on 
Miller's Lake. 


#15: 
COURTESAN 
#2 OF THE 
BELLES OF 
BEAUCLAIR 
Visit this House of 
Pleasure in Beauclair 
Docks and tell the 
Madame you want to 
spend time with one of the girls (marked on your mini-map with hearts). Head 
upstairs to this rather direct woman (though she's paid to say it). Give her 20 
crowns and she'll have you fishing for kippers in no time, 


#17: SYANNA 
After you've pulled 
out the beans at the 
end of Blood and Wine WSN 
Main Quest: Beyond 
Hill and Dale. 

with Syanna floating 
through clouds in the 
Fablesphere. 


#12: MADAME 
SASHA 

At the conclusion of 
Secondary Quest 
Gwent: High Stakes, 
though Gwent cards are 
lost in the process. 


#14: 
COURTESAN 
#1 OF THE 
BELLES OF 
BEAUCLAIR 
Visit this House of 
Pleasure in Beauciair 
Docks and tell the 
Madame you want to 
spend time with one of the girls (marked on your mini-map with hearts). Seek 
‘out this lady who's tired of all the Witcher role-play. However, you're here to 
bulge the back of the old onion bag; pay her 20 crowns for the opportunity. 


#16: 

COURTESAN 

#3 OF THE 

BELLES OF 8 
BEAUCLAIR 26 
Visit this House of ge 
Pleasure in Beauclair 5o5 
Docks and tell the a8 
Madame you want to 


spend time with one of the girs (marked on your mini-map with hearts). Find this 
particular strumpet and pay her 20 crowns. You're initially abit stif, but she's 
here to help you relax; so taking the bald-headed gnome for a stroll in the foggy 
forest is definitely on the cards. 


#18: WEAVESS 

Just kidding. Weavess « 
is most definitely NOT 
available for this type of 
activity. Geralt prefers 
his sorceresses to be a 
lot less warty. 


‘The following pages detail every single Gwent card you can collect throughout your adventure. The star ("#-) at the upper right of certain ca 
‘that you obtain it as early as possible. At the end ofthis list is a table with ail this information amalgamated. Cards marked with this symbol 


Indicates that the card is powerful, and we recommend 
may be randomly available from the innkeeps in 


Toussaint. Their selection changes throughout the game. 


SPECIAL CARDS (13) 


Dea) 


COMMANDER'S 


DECOY DECOY COMMANDERS 

Purchased from Purchased from Trader HORN HORN 

Trader (20 Crowns), (20 Crowns), Velen Trader (20 Crowns), Purchased trom Trader Purchased trom Trader 

White Orchard, Esa, (Crow's Perch), The Novigrad (Gustfields), (10 Crowns}, Velen (10 Crowns), Novigrad 

Innkeeperess of White Quartermaster, Baron's The Innkeep at Seven (Mudplough), Innkeep City (Gildort), Marquise 

Orchard Tavern, Store, Crow's Perch. Cats Inn at the Inn at the Serenity at Passiflora 
Crossroads. 


SCORCH SCORCH SCORCH 
Purchased trom Trader Purchased from Trader Purchased from 
(60 Crowns), Novigrad (60 Crows), Skellige ‘Trader (50 Crowns), MARDROEME MARDROEME 
(Grassy Knol), The (Ard Skelig), Jonas the Skellige (An Ske), Base Deck (Blood and | Won from the Herbalist 
Innkeeper at Cunny of Innkeep of the New The innkeep of Uriala _-“Wine):You start with this’ at the Herb Store, near 
the Goose. Port inn, Kaer Tolde Harbor card once you meet Count Metinna Gate, Beauclair 
Harbor. ‘Monnier at the beginning of 
Gwent Quest: To Everything 
Turn, Tu, Tournament! 


WEATHER 


CARDS (15) 


BITING FROST 


BITING FROST 


BITING FROST 


COMMANDER'S 
HORN 

Purchased from Trader 
(10 Crowns), Novigrad 
(Oxenfurt City), Stjepan 
the Innkeep, atthe 
Alchemy in, 


w 
MARDROEME 
Won from the Madame, 
at the Belles of 
Beauclair - House 

of Pleasure, near 
Beauclair Port, 


Ww 
COMMANDER'S 
HORN 

Purchased from Trader 
(10 Crowns), Novigrad 
(Gustfields), The 

Elven Merchant of the 
Traveling Circus Camp 
(outside Carsten), 


[oma nnt 


Base Deck, Geralt of ‘Base Deck, Geralt of ‘Won from a Gwent FOG 

Rivia (You), You start Rivia (ou), You start Player, Reward for Base Deck, Geralt of Base Deck, Geralt of 

with this card, with this card beating an opponent via (You), You start with via (You), You start with 
(random) this card this card, 


IMPENETRABLE 
FOG 


Won from a Gwent Player 
Reward for beating an 
opponent (random), 


TORRENTIAL 
RAIN 

Base Deck, Geralt ot 
Rivia (You), You start 
with this card, 


& 


i ae 


as a 
Soe cerry efecto ae 
TORRENTIAL TORRENTIAL CLEAR CLEAR CLEAR WW sKeLuc eELLIG 
7 skevuce WP sketuc 

RAIN RAIN WEATHER WEATHER WEATHER STORM STORM ie 

Base Deck, Geralt of Won from a Gwent Base Deck, Geralt of Base Deck, Geralt of ‘Won from a Gwent ne 

Rivia (You), You start Player, Reward for Rivia (You), You start Rivia (You), You start Player. Reward for Jes tethichnl las Wor from the Armocor 
the Barber's Tent, in the at the Armorer's Tont, in 

with this card beating an opponent with this cad with this card beating an opponent «Te Barer Ti pales cletetas, 

(random). (random). obs y 


NEUTRAL CARDS (16) 


GWENT CARD 


Tara tee tee Toasts testes | 


toe ie { | “Vantete ot veagestey 
eee eee ee bien csi 144 
oan eect to Sats pecbbroteetes Ca 
TO skewice WF GERALTOFRIVIA WY CIRILLA FIONA ELEN TW YENNEFER OF VENGERBERG 
STORM elon (Trot! Cave northwest of Hanging Man's Tree) RIANNON Novigrad (Oxenturt City), Gwent Quest; Playing 
Won from the Butcher, Gwent Quest: Playing Thaler, won from Thaler the Novigrad (Grassy Knoll), Gwent Quest: Big City Jnnkeeps, won from Stjepan the nnkeep, at the 
at the Butcher's Shop, erstwhile Shoe Peddler, at the end of Secondary Players, won trom the Scoia'Tael Trader of Novigrad Alchemy tn, 
‘near Beauclair Port. Quest: A Deadly Plot. Forest (west of Farcomers, in woods). 


7 


Ses BS (eaacriaiteabe || 
WH TRIss MERIGOLD WY VILLENTRETENMERTH TW Vesemin WY o1cirrp 
Novigrad City (The Bits), Gwent Quest: Old Pals, won Won from a Gwent Player, Reward for beating an Novigrad City (Hierarch Square), Gwent Quest: Big VON EVEREC 
from Lambert at the Nowhere Inn (or Kaer Morhen). opponent (random). City Players, won from Virme Vivaldi, the Dwarven Won from a Gwent 
Banker of Hierarch Square. player, Novigrad -| 


(Oxenfurt City), Reward 
for beating Shani, at her 
Clinic in Oxenturt 


UWF GAUNTER 
O'DIMM: 
DARKNESS 
Purchased from Trader 
(20 Crowns), Novigrad 
(Gustfields), The Even 
Merchant of the Traveling 
Circus Camp (outside 
Carsten), or won from a 
‘Gwent Player, Novigrad 
{(Oxenfurt City), Main Quest: Te ae asia tees 
Open Sesame (Part 1), nee | eo st 
reward for beating Hilbert - 


me ten banne 


WE ZOLTAN CHIVAY WY EMIEL REGIS ROHELLEC the Auction Bidder at Gorsodt Aocton Howse, w 

Reward for beatin Adert Geert (Gwent schola)in. © TERZIEFF GAUNTER 

the White Orchard Tavern (or found at the Tavern if ‘Won from a Gwent Ptayer, Reward for beating an O'DIMM: 

you miss him) opponent (random) DARKNESS 
Purchased from Trader 


(20 Crowns}, Novigrad 
(Gustfields), The Often 
Merchant of Upper Mil 
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WY DANDELION 

‘Novigrad (Gustfields), Secondary Quest: A Matter 
of Life and Death, won from Sir Marius Florin, the 
Gwent Players of Vegelbud Estate. 


WY MYSTERIOUS ELF WEF COWAND BOVINE DEFENSE 

‘Skellige (Ard Skellig), Gwent Quest: Gwent: Skellige FORCE) 

‘Style, won from Gremist the Chemist, Druid of Gedyneith. Picked up (loose card), Novigrad (Gustfields), Found in 
the upper loft of the main bar building of Brunwich, 


EREDIN: KING 


EREDIN 
OF THE WILD COMMANDER OF 
HUNT THE RED RIDERS 
Pick any weather card Double the strength of all 
from your deck and your Close Combat units 
play it instantly, (unless a Commander's 


Base Deck, Geralt of 
Rivia (You), You start 
with this card, 


W MONSTERS DECK: UNIT CARDS (41) 


Hom is also present on 
that row), Purchased 
from Trader (50 Crowns), 
Skellige (Ard Skeli), 
Jonas the Innkeep of 
the New Port inn, Kaer 
Trolde Harbor. 


) 


DRAUG IMLERITH 
Skeltige (Ard Skellig), Won from a Gwent 
Gwent Quest: Gwent: Player, Reward for 
‘Skellige Style, won beating an 

from Grach an Craite of opponent (random), 


Kaer Trolde, 


W MONSTERS DECK: LEADER CARDS {5) 


EREDIN: EREDIN: 

DESTROYEROF — BRINGEROF Nag EREDIN 

WORLDS DEATH THE 

Discard two cards and Restore a card from ~ 

‘raw one card of your your discard ple to your © REACHEROUS 

choice from your deck. hand. Passive, doubles the 

Novigrad City Gildorf), Velen (Spitfire Blut strength of all spy cards 

Secondary Quest: Gwent Quest: Velen (aflects both players). 

High Stakes, won from Payers, won from Purchased from Trader 

Count Tytalt the Gwent’ Hay the Car roigy (60 owns) Noga 
idopse. e Oe 

Player, during quest wisps stant pe 


LESHEN EARTH 

Skellige (Ard Skellig), ELEMENTAL 

Gwent Quest: Gwent pet hen Purchased trom 

Skelge tye, won peoabp Trader (20 Crowns, 

from Ermion the Druid Reverl Kiba Skellige (Ard Skellq), 

of Kaer Troe Giperd von Everes at Jonas the Innkeep of 
the. Alchemy Inn. . the New Port Inn, Kaer 


Trolde Harbor, 


FIEND 
Purchased from 
‘Trader (20 Crowns), 
Skellige (Ard Skellg), 
The Innkeep 

of Arintjor, 


FIRE 
ELEMENTAL 
Won from a Gwent 
Prayer, Reward for 
beating an 
‘opponent (random), 


GRIFFIN 

Won from a Gwent 
Playor, Reward tor 
beating an 
‘opponent (random). 


ARACHAS 
Purchased from Trader 
(20 Crowns), Skellige 
(Ard Skeltig), The 
Innkeep of Arinbjorn. 


east a 


ENDREG 
Won from a Gwent 
Player, Reward for 
‘beating an 

‘opponent (random), 


ARACHAS 
BEHEMOTH 
‘Won from a Gwent 
Player, Reward for 
beating an 
‘opponent (random), 


— —' 


rer ene ev 


WEREWOLF 
Purchased from Trader 
(20 Crowns), Skelige 
(An Skellig), The 
Innkeep of 

Urialla Harbor, 


ARACHAS 
Purchased from Trader 
(20 Crowns), Skellige 
(An Skellig), The 
Innkeep of 

Urialla Harbor. 


Purchased from 
Trader (20 Crowns), 
Skellige (Faroe), The 
Innkeep of Harviken. 


CRONE: 
BREWESS 
Won from a Gwent 
Player, Reward for 
beating an 
‘opponent (random) 


FRIGHTENER 
Won from a Gwent 
Piayer, Reward for 
beating an 
‘opponent (random). 


ARACHAS 
Purchased from Trader 
(60 Crowns), Skelige 
(Spikero0g), The 
Innkeep of Svorlag. 


COCKATRICE 
Won from a Gwent 
Player, Reward for 
beating an 
‘opponent (random). 


CRONE 
WEAVESS 

Velen (The Descent), 
Gwent Quest: Velen 
Players, won from The 
Old Sage of Benek. 


ICE GIANT 
Purchased from Trader 
(10 Crowns), Skelige 
(Spikeroog), The Innkeep 
of Svorlag. 


VAMPIRE 
EKIMMARA. 
Purchased from Trader 
(20 Crowns), Skellige 
(Gpikeroog), The 
Innkeep of Svoriag 


Won from a Gwent 
Player, Reward for 
beating an 

‘opponent (random). 


CRONE 
WHISPESS 
Purchased from Trader 
(20 Crowns), Skelige 
(Ad Skelig), The 
Jnnkeep of Arinbjom. 


Ten 


GRAVE HAG 
Won from a Gwent 
Prayer, Reward for 
beating an 
‘opponent (random) 


VAMPIRE: 
FLEDER 
Purchased from 
Trader (50 Crowns), 
Skellign (Faroe), The 
lnnkeep of Harviken. 


FORKTAIL 
Won from a Gwent 
Player, Reward for 
beating an 
‘opponent (random), 


VAMPIRE 
KATAKAN 

Skellige (Ard Skt), 
Gwent Quest: Gwent 
Skellie Style, won from. 
Jarl "Madman Lugos of 
ovr Maire (or Kaer Troe). 


\ 
core 


VAMPIRE: 
GARKAIN 
Won from a Gwent 
Phayer, Reward for 
beating an 
‘opponent (random), 


| 
' 
| 


PLAGUE 
MAIDEN 

Won from a Gwent 
Player, Reward for 
beating an 
opponent (random), 


Anos 


BOTCHLING 
Purchased from 
Trader (10 Crowne), 
‘Skelligo (Ard Ske), 
Jonas the Innkeep of 
the New Port Inn, Ker 
Trolde Harbor 


are | 
| 


eke 


| 

| 

| 

| 
VAMPIRE: BRUXA 
Novigrad (Gusttields), 
Secondary Quest: A Matter 
of Lite and Death, won fro 
Count Gomo Seeting, the 


Gwent Players of Vegelbud 
Estate, TF oRasa 
reward from the garden, 
chest, duting Blood and 
Wine Secondary Quest: Till 
Death Do You Part 


sone wees set an 
Fraganes eon ooe 


CELAENO, 
HARPY 

Won from a Gwent 
Piayer, Reward for 
beating an 
‘opponent (random), 


FOGLET 
Purchased from 
Trader (10 Crowns), 
‘Skellige (Spikeroog), 
The Innkeep of Svortag, 


WYVERN 

Won from a Gwent 
Player, Reward for 
beating an o 
‘ponent (random), 


GWENT CAl 


COLLECTING 


785 


786 


Str" 


GHOUL GHOUL 


NEKKER NEKKER NEKKER 

Faroe, Secondary Quest: Purchased from Won from a Gwent Purchased from Won from a Gwent 
Following the Thread, Trader (10 Crowns), Prayer, Reward for Trader (10 Crowns), Player, Reward for 
found on the corpse of _Skellige (Faroe), The beating an Skelige Faroe). The beating an 
Hammond the Skeliiger __Innkeep of Harviken. ‘opponent (random). Innkeep of Harviken. ‘opponent (random). 
during this quest. 


GHOUL 
Won from a Gwent 
Player, Reward for 
beating an 
‘opponent (random), 


@ NILFGAARDIAN EMPIRE: LEADER CARDS (5) 


ee | p 
Tete | Povseirien 


Csscete) Ps) cee 
EMHYR VAR EMHYR VAR EMHYR VAR EMHYR VAR w , 
EMREIS: HIS EMREIS: THE EMREIS: THE EMREIS: THE GARE 
IMPERIAL EMPEROR OF WHITE FLAME RELENTLESS OFTHENORTH 
MAJESTY NILFGAARD Cancel your opponent's Draw a.card fom yO" Asides tat estore a uit 
Pick a Torrential Rain Look at three Leader Ability opponent's discard pile. 5 the battiefield restore 
‘card from your deck fandom cards from Skellige (Ard Sketig) ‘Novigrad City (Gildorf), ‘a randomly-chosen unit. 
‘and play it instantly. ‘your opponent's hand. Gwent Quest: Gwent: Secondary Quest Affects both players. 
‘Base Deck, Geralt of Purchased from ‘Skellige Style, won High Stakes, won from chased from 
Riva (You), You start Trader (50 Crowns), from Jarl “Madman” Madame Sasha the Trader (70 Crowns), 
with this card, Velen (Mudplough), Lugos of Kaer Muire (or Gwent Player, Novigrad (Gustfields), The 
Innkeep at the inn at Kaer Trolde), at quest during quest. Exes Merchant of tre 
the Crossroads. completion. Traveling Circus Camp 
(outside Carsten) 


Vd NILFGAARDIAN EMPIRE: UNIT CARDS (37) 


(seme 

LETHO OF MENNO MORVRAN TIBOR BLACK 
GULET COEHOORN VOORHIS EGGEBRACHT INFANTRY 
‘Velen (The Mire), ‘Velen (Mudplough), Novigrad City Novigrad City (Hierarch ARCHER 
Gwent Quest: Velen Gwent Quest: Playing _-—_(Gildor), Gwent Quest: Square), Gwent Quest: Purchased from Trader 
Players, won from The _Innkeeps, won fram Big City Players, won Paying Innkeeps, won (50 Crowns), Velen (The 
Boatwright of Oreton Innkeep atthe inn at from Marquise from Olivier the lnnkeep Descent), The Merchant 

the Crossroads. Serenity, Pssifira at The Kingfisher ln. of Lindenvale. 


HEAVY 
ZERRIKANIAN 
FIRE SCORPION 
Purchased from Trader 
(50 Crowns), Velen (The 
Descent), The Merchant 
of Lindenvale, 


Won from a Gwent 
Player, Reward for 
beating an 
‘opponent (random). 


SHILARD FITZ: 
OESTERLEN 
Won from @ Gwent 
Player, Reward for 
‘beating an 
‘opponent (random). 


oa on ow a 


ZERRIKANIAN 
FIRE SCORPION 
Purchased from Trader 
(60 Crowns), Velen 
(Crow's Perch), Trader, 
Crow's Perch Village. 


MORTEISEN, 
Purchased from Trader 
(10 Crowns), Velen 
(Gpitfre Blut), The 
Merchant of Midcopse. 


Coren 


ALBRICH 
Purchased trom Trader 
(10 Crowns), Velen 
(Crow's Perch), Trader, 
Crow's Perch Village. 


Nemese st 


FRINGILLA VIGO. 
Novigrad City (Harborside: 
‘and Glory Lane), Secondary 
‘Quest: A Dangerous Game, 
Inside Caesar Bizen's house 
during quest, o¢ Zottan 
Chivay at end of quest. 


ASSIRE VAR 
ANAHID 

Won from a Gwent 
Player, Reward for 
beating an 
‘opponent (random), 


Teeter | 


YOUNG 
EMISSARY 
Purchased from 
Trader (50 Crowns), 
Novigrad (Gustfields), 
The Innkeep at Seven 
Cats inn, 


YOUN 
EMISSARY 
Purchased from Trader 
(20 Crowns), Novigrad 
(Grassy Knol), The 
Innkeeper at Cunny of 
tho Goose 


PUTTKAMMER 
Purchased from Trader 
(10 Crowns), Velen (The 
Mire), The Merchant 

‘of Claywich (after 
rescuing him). 


ROTTEN 
MANGONEL 
Won from a Gwent 
Prayer, Reward for 
beating an 
‘opponent (random), 


oat oe ae 


VREEMDE 
Won from a Gwent 
Player, Reward for 
beating an 
‘opponent (random), 


SWEERS 

Purchased from Trader 
(10 Crowns), Velen (The 
Mire), The Merchant 

of Claywich (after 
rescuing him) 


Soe 


FRINGILLA VIGO 
Nowigrad City (Harborside 
and Gory Lae} 
Secondary Quest A 
Dangerous Game, Inside 
Caeser Bizen's house 
uring quest, Zoltan 
Chivay at end of quest 


4 


CYNTHIA 
Purchased from Trader 
(19 Crowns), Velen 
(Crow's Perch), The 
Quartermaster, Baron's 
tore, Crow's Perch. 


Sa 


IMPERA 
BRIGADE 
GUARD 

Purchased trom Trader 
(20 Crowns), Velen 
(Crow's Perch), Trader, 
Crow's Perch Village. 


NAUSICAA 
CAVALRY RIDER 
Purchased from Trader 
(20 Crowns), Velen 
(Crow's Perch), Trader, 
Crow's Perch Vilage. 


Kae web 


Se 


CAHIR MAWR 
DYFFRYN AEP 
CEALLACH 
Won from a Gwent 
Prayer, Reward for 
beating an 
opponent ( 


RAINFARN 
Purchased from Trader 
(10 Crowns), Velen (The 
Descent), The Merchant 
of Linderwale, 


IMPERA 
BRIGADE 
GUARD 
Purchased from 
Trader (20 Crowns), 
Velen (Mudplough), 
Innikeep at the Inn at 
the Crossroads, 


NAUSICAA 
CAVALRY RIDER 
Purchased from Trader 
(20 Crowns), Velen 
(Crow's Perch), The 
Quartermaster, Baron's 
Store, Crow's Perch. 


SIEGE 
ENGINEER 
Purchased from 
Trader (20 Crowns), 
Velen (Mudplough), 
Innkeep at the Inn at 
the Crossroads. 


VANHEMAR 
‘Won from a Gwent 
Prayer, Reward for 
beating an 
‘opponent (random), 


IMPERA 
BRIGADE 
GUARD 

Purchased from Trader 
(20 Crowns), Novigrad 
(Grassy Knoll), The 
Innkeeper at Cunny of 
the Goose. 


z 1 


Seep arene 


NAUSICAA 
CAVALRY RIDER 
Purchased from 

Trader (20 Crowns), 
Velen (Mudplough) 
Jankeep at the Inn at 
the Crossroads 


oe 


RENUALD AEP 
MATSEN 


Won from a Gwent 


Player, Ri 
beating an 
‘opponent (random), 


for 


14 


GWENT CARD 
COLLECTING 
is 


VATTIER DE 
RIDEAUX 
Won from a Gwent 


Payor, Reward for 
beating an 


‘opponent (random). 


IMPERA 
BRIGADE 
GUARD 
Purchased from 
Trader (20 Crowns), 
Novigrad (Gustfields), 
The Innkeep at Soven 
Cats Inn. 


ETOLIAN 
AUXILIARY 
ARCHERS: 


Purchased from Trader 
(50 Crowns), Velen (The 
Descent), The Merchant 
of Linderwale 


787 


788 


ETOLIAN 
AUXILIARY 
ARCHERS: 
Purchased from Trader 


(50 Crowns), Velen (The 


Mire), The Merchant 
‘of Claywich (ater 
rescuing him). 


SIEGE 
TECHNICIAN 


from Trader (20 
Crowns), Novigrad 
(Gustfields), The Elven 
‘Merchant of the 
Traveling Circus Camp 
(outside Carsten). 


FOLTEST: KING 
OF TEMERIA 
Pick an Impenetrable 
Fog card from your 
deck and play it 
instantly. 

Base Deck, Gealt of 
Avia (You), You start 
with this card 


— 
Cass} Eamsesoc 


FOLTEST: LORD 
COMMANDER OF 
THE NORTH 

Clear any weather effects 
(esulting from Biting 
Frost, Torrential Rain, or 
Impenetrable Fog) in play. 
Purchased from 

Trader (50 Crowns), 

White Orchard, Esa, 
Innkeeperess of White 
Orchard Tavern, or Bram 
the Rescued Merchant of 
White Orchard. 


FOLTEST: THE 
SIEGEMASTER 
Doubles the strength 
Of all your Siege units 
(unless a Commander's 
Hom is also present on 
that row), 

Won from a Gwent 
Player, Palace of 
Vizima, Main Quest: 
Imperial Audience, 
Reward for beating the 
Nitfgaardhan Nobleman. 


FOLTEST: THE 
STEEL-FORGED 
Destroy your enemy's 
strongest Siege unit(s) 
ifthe combined 
strength of all his or 
her Siege units is 10 
‘or more. Novigrad City 
(Gildor), Secondary 
‘Quest: High Stakes, 
won from Bernard 
Tulle the Gwent player, 
during quest 


@ NORTHERN REALMS: UNIT CARDS (38) 


, 
| 


We routtsr: 
SON OF MEDELL 
Destroy your enemy's 


strongest Ranged Combat 


‘unit(s if the combined 
strength of all his or her 
Ranged Combat units is 
10 oF more. Purchased 
from Trader (70 Crowns), 


Novigrad (Gusttields), The 


ven Merchant of the 
Traveling Circus Camp 
(outside Carsten). 


VERNON 
ROCHE 
Velen (Spitfire Blut), 
Gwent Quest: Velen 
Players, won from, 
Haddy the Card Prodigy 
‘of Midcopse, 


JOHN NATALIS 
Novigrad City 
(Harborside and Glory 
Lane), Secondary 
Quest: A Dangerous 
Game, From Rawy 
(Golden Sturgeon 
Tavern) during quest, 
oF Zoltan Chivay at end 
of quest. 


ESTERAD 
THYSSEN 
Novigrad City (Gildorf, 
Gwent Quest: Big City 
Prayers, won from 
‘Sigismund Dijkstra, at 
the Bathhouse. 


EILHART 
Won from a Gwent 


CATAPULT 
Purchased from 
Trader (50 Crowns), 
White Orchard, Etsa, 
Innkeeperess of White 
Orchard Tavern, of Bram 
the Rescued Merchant of 
‘White Orchard. 


DETHMOLD 
Base Deck, Geralt ot 
Rivia (You), You start 
with this card 


CATAPULT 
Won from Marquise 
Serenity at Passifiora. 
WEF 08 purchased 
from Trader (50 
Crowns), Novigrad 
(Gustfields), The Etven 
‘Merchant of the 
Traveling Circus Camp 
(outside Carsten). 


TREBUCHET 
Base Deck, Gerait of 
Rivia (You), You start 
with this card, 


Ag 


KEIRA METZ 
Base Deck, Geralt of 
Rivia (You), You start 
with this card, 


SIGISMUND 
DIJKSTRA 

Velen (Crow's Perch), 
Gwent Quest: Velen 
Players, won from The 
Bloody Baron, Phillip 
Strenger, Crow's Perch, 


THALER 
Purchased from Trader 
(20 Crowns), Skellige 
(Ard Skellig), The 
Innkeep of Arinbjom. 


Base Deck, Geralt of 
Rivia (You), You start 


Base Deck, Geralt of 
Rivia (You), You start 


Base Deck, Geralt of 
Rivia (You), You start 


POOR F-KING 


Base Deck, Geralt of 
Rivia (You), You start 


BALLISTA 
Base Deck, Geralt of 
ivia (You), You start 
with this card 


PRINCE 
STENNIS 

Base Deck, Geralt of 
Rivia (You), You start 
with this card 


SHELDON 
SKAGGS 

Base Deck, Geralt of 
Riva (You), You start 
with this card. 


POOR F--KING 
INFANTRY 
Base Deck, Geralt of 
Rivia (You), You start 
with this card. 


BALLISTA SIEGE TOWER 
Base Deck, Geralt of Won from a Gwent 
Rivia (You), You start Player, Reward for 
with this card. beating an 


‘opponent (random). 


CRINFRID CRINFRID 


REAVERS DRAGON REAVERS DRAGON 


HUNTER HUNTER 
Purchased from Trader Purchased from Trader 


(20 Crowns), White (60 Crowns), Velen (Spitfire 


Orchard, Eisa Blut), The Merchant of 
Innkeeperess of White -Midcopse. 

Orchard ave, oF Bram 

the Rescued Merchant of 

White Orchard 


Cris 


BLUE STRIPES BLUE STRIPES 
COMMANDO COMMANDO. 
Purchased from Trader (20 Purchased from Trader 
Crowns), White Orchard, (50 Crowns), Velen 
isa, Innkeeperess of White (Crow's Perch), The 
Orchard Tavem, or Bram Quartermaster, Baron's. 
the Rescued Merchant of Store, Crow's Perch. 
White Orchard. 


POOR F-KING POOR F-KING 
INFANTRY INFANTRY 
Purchased from Trader Purchased from Trader 
(20 Crowns), Velen (The (20 Crowns), Velen 
Descent), The Merchant (Spitfire Bluff), The 

of Lindenvale. ‘Merchant of Midcopse. 


Base Deck, Geralt of 
Rivia (You), You start 


Trader (50 Crowns), Velen 
(The Mie), The Merchant 


COMMANDO 
Purchased from Trader 


Merchant of Midcopse, 


FOOT SOLDIER 
Base Deck, Geralt of 
Rivia (You), You start 


SIEGFRIED OF 
DENESLE 
Base Deck, Geralt of 
Rivia (You), You start 
with this card, 


GWENT CARD 
COLLECTING 


Vmeyern va 8 ge 


DUN BANNER 
MEDIC 
Base Deck, Geralt of 


Rivia (You), You start 
with this card 


YARPEN ZIGRIN | 
Base Deck, Geral of 
ivia (You), You start 
with this card, 


REDANIAN 
FOOT SOLDIER 
‘Base Deck, Geral of 
Rivia (You), You start 
with this card. 


789 


790 


She) 


KAEDWENI 


KAEDWENI 


SIEGE EXPERT SIEGE EXPERT SIEGE EXPERT 
Base Deck, Geralt of Base Deck, Geralt of Base Deck, Geralt of 
Rivia (You), You start Riva (You), You start Rivia (You), You start 
with this card, with this card. with this card. 


FRANCESCA FRANCESCA 


A 
FINDABAIR: FINDABAIR: FINDABAIR: THE 
PUREBLOOD DAISY OF THE BEAUTIFUL 
ELF VALLEY Doubles the strength 
Pick a Biting Fost card Draw an extra card at ofall your Ranged 
from your deck and the beginning of the Combat units (uniess 
play It instantly, battle a Commander's Hom 
Base Deck, Geralt of Purchased from Trader _is also present on that 
Rivia (You), You start (60 Crowns), Novigrad row). Novigrad (Grassy 
with this car. (Grassy Knol), The Knol), Gwent Quest: Big 
Innkeeper at Cunny of City Players, won from 
the Goose the Scoia Tat Trader of 
Novigrad Forest (west of 
Farcorners, in woods), at 
quest completion. 


@ SCOIA'TAEL: UNIT CARDS (38) 


EITHNE SAESENTHESSIS ISENGRIM 

Novigrad City (Glory Novigrad (Gustfields), FAOILTIARNA 

Lane), Gwent Quest: Old Gwert Quest: Oid Novigrad City 

Pals, won from Zoltan Pals, won from Vernon (Harborside and Glory 

CChivay at the Rosemary Roche, Temerian Lane), Secondary 

and Thyme, Partisan Hideout. Quest: A Dangerous 
Game, Inside Zeo's 
house during quest, or 
Zoltan Chivay at end 
of quest. 


FRANCESCA 
FINDABAIR: 
QUEEN OF DOL 
BLATHANNA 
Destroy your enemy's: 
‘strongest Close Combat 
‘unitis) if the combined 
strength of all his or her 
Close Combat units is 
10 oF more. Novigrad 
City (Gildorf), Secondary 
‘Quest: High Stakes, won 
from Finneas the Gwent 
Player, during quest. 


TORVETH 
Skellige (Ard Skellig), 
Secondary Quest: 


‘Shock Therapy, 
Reward from the 
concerned druid after 
‘quest, in Gedyneith, 


FRANCESCA 
FINDABAIR: 
HOPE OF THE 
AEN SEIDHE 
Move Agile units to 
whichever valid row 
‘maximizes their strength 
(don't move units 
already in optimal row) 
Purchased from Trader 
(70 Crowns), Novigrad 
(Gustfields), The Ofier 
‘Merchant of Upper Mil 


WF scnirru 


DENNIS 

Won from a Gwent CRANMER 
Matter of Life and cae Payor ar 
peorfalays le (Gustieds), Reward sodas th 

5 te for beating the Elven beating an 

Merve Vadicde Metal te ‘opponent (random) 
‘of Vegelbud Estate Traveling Circus Camp 

(outside Caster). 


IDA EMEAN AEP 
SIVNEY 

Won from a Gwent 
Prayer, Reward for 
beating an 

‘opponent (random), 


DOL BLATHANNA 
SCOUT 

Purchased from Trader 
(10 Crowns), Novigrad City 
(Silverton), The Innkeep of 
The Golden Sturgeon, 

OR, purchased trom Trader 
(10 Crowns), Novigrad 
(Gustfields), ww The 
Elven Merchant of the 
Traveling Circus Camp. 
(outside Carsten). 


VRIHEDD 
BRIGADE VETERAN 
Purchased from Trader (10 
Crowns), Novigrad (Oxenfurt 
City), Stjepan the Innkeep, 
at the Alchemy Inn. 

TWF On purcha 

from Trader (20 Crowns), 
Novigrad (Gusts), 1 
Elven Merchant of the 
Traveling Circus Ce 

(outside Carsten), 


MAHAKAMAN 
DEFENDER 
Purchased from Trader 
(20 Crowns), Novigrad City 
(Silverton), The innkeep of 
‘The Golden Sturgeon. 
WF OR purchases 
from Trader (20 Crowns), 
Novigrad (Gustfields), The 
Evvon Merchant of the 
Traveling Circus Camp 
(outside Carsten) 


FILAVANDREL 
AEN FIDHAIL 
Won from a Gwent 
Payer, Reward for 
beating an 
‘opponent (random). 


YAEVINN 

Skellige (Ard Skellig), 
Gwent Quest: Gwent: 
Skelige Style, won 
from Sjusta the Tailor of 
aot Tolde Harbor, 


DOL 
BLATHANNA 
SCOUT 

‘Won from a Gwent Player, 
Reward for beating an 
‘opponent (random), 


ra 


i 


| 
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HAVEKAR 
SMUGGLER 
Won from a Gwent 
Player, Reward for 
beating an 
opponent (random), 


MAHAKAMAN 
DEFENDER 


Purchased from 
Trader (20 Crowns), 
Novigrad (Gusttields), 
The Innkeep at Seven 
Cats Inn 


MAHAKAMAN 
DEFENDER 
Purchased trom Trader 
(20 Crowns), Novigrad 
City (Hierarch Square), 
Otivier the Innkeep at The 
Kingfisher in. 

OR purchased 
from Trader (20 Crowns), 
Novigrad (Gustfields), The 
Enven Merchant ofthe 
Traveling Circus Camp 
(outside Carsten). 


HAVEKAR 
SMUGGLER 
Purchased from Trader 
(20 Crowns), Novigrad 
City (Hierarch Square, 
Olivier the Innkeep at 
The Kingfisher Inn 


MAHAKAMAN 
DEFENDER 


Purchased trom Trader 
(20 Crowns), Novigrad 
(Qxenfurt City), Sjepan 
the Innkeep, at the 
‘Alchemy Inn, 


BLATHANNA 
SCOUT 


Won from a Gwent Player, 
Reward for beating an 
‘opponent (random), 


HAVEKAR 
SMUGGLER 
Purchased from Trader 
(10 Crowns), Novigrad 
(Gustfields), The Innkeep at 
Seven Cats lon 

TEE OR, purchased 
{rom Trader (20 Crowns), 
Novigrad (Gustfields), The 
Etven Merchant ofthe 
Traveling Circus Camp 
(outside Carsten). 


MAHAKAMAN 
DEFENDER 
Purchased from Trader 
(20 Crowns), Novigrad City 
(Gildort), Marquise Serenity 
at Passifiora 

TSF 08 purchased 
from Trader (20 Crowns), 
Novigrad (Gustfilds), The 
Eiven Merchant ofthe 
Traveling Circus Camp 
(outside Carsten) 


mye tesyie 
proceig 


VRIHEDD 
BRIGADE 
RECRUIT 

Won from a Gwent 
Player, Reward for 
beating an 
‘opponent (random). 


WY parcay 
ELS 

Purchased from Trader 
(20 Crowns), Novigrad City 
(Silverton), The Innkeep of 
The Golden Sturgeon. 

OR purchased from Trader 
(20 Crowns), Novigrad 
(Gustfields), The Even 
Merchant of the Traveling, 
Circus Camp (outside 
Carsten). 

TD Rasa reward 
from the garden chest, 
during Blood and Wine Secondary Quest: Till Death 
‘Do You Part. 


GWENT CARD 


COLLECTING 


VRIHEDD 
BRIGADE 
VETERAN 
Purchased from Trader 
(20 Crowns), Novigrad 
City (Hiorarch Square), 
Olivier the Innkeep at 
The Kingfisher Inn 


DOL BLATHANNA § 0 
ARCHER 

Purchased from Trader | 
(10 Crowns), Novigrad City 
(Gildor), Marquise Serenity 
at Passifiora 

TEP OR purchased 
from Trader (10 Crowns), 
Niovigrad (Gustfields), The 
ven Merchant ofthe 
Traveling Circus Camp 
(outside Carsten). 


792 


CIARAN AEP 


DWARVEN 
EASNILLIEN SKIRMISHER 
Won from a Gwent Purchased from Trader 
Prayer, Reward for (10 Crowns), Novigrad 
beating an (Oxenfurt City), Stjepan 
‘opponent (random), the Innkeep, at the 
‘Alchemy in. 


i 


oct 
ELVEN RIORDAIN 
SKIRMISHER Won from a Gwent 
‘Won from a Gwent Prayer, Reward for 
Player, Reward for beating an 
beating an ‘opponent (random), 


‘Opponent (random), 


| 
| 


scar tose] 


lei tome | 


DWARVEN DWARVEN TORUVIEL 


ELVEN ELVEN 
SKIRMISHER SKIRMISHER Won from a Gwent SKIRMISHER SKIRMISHER 
Won from a Gwent Won from a Gwent Player, Reward for Purchased from Won from a Gwent 
Prayer, Reward for Player, Reward for beating an Trader (10 Crowns), Player, reward for 
beating an beating an ‘opponent (random), Skellige (An Skelig), beating an 
‘opponent (random). ‘opponent (random) The Innkeep of ‘opponent (random), 
Urialla Harbor 


HAVEKAR HEALER 
Purchased from Trader (20 
Crowns), Novigrad (Grassy 
Knoll), The innkeeper at 
Cunny ofthe Goose. 

OR purchased 
trom Trader (50 Crowns), 
Novigrad (Gustfields), The 
Elven Merchant of the 
Traveling Circus Camp 
(outside Carsten). 


tye, 


i Sm me rae 
HAVEKAR HAVEKAR 
HEALER HEALER 

‘Won from a Gwent Purchased from Trader 
Player, Reward for (60 Crowns), Novigrad 
beating an City (Hierarch Square), 
‘opponent (random), Olivier the Innkeep at 


The Kingfisher Inn. 


KING BRAN 

‘Units only lose half their 
values in bad weather 
conditions. 

Won at the Toussaint 
Tournament (The 
Pheasantry nn, Beaucair) 
during Gwent Quest: To 
Everything ~ Turn, Tum, | 
Tournament! 

TAL 0, Won trom the | 
Ducal Camerlango (near 
The Gran'place, Beaucai 


GW our cers 
Won from the Innkeep at Won from the Innkeep 
‘The Adder and Jewels at The Barrel and Bung 
Winery (near The nn, Flovive. 

Gran'place, Beauctair) 


(@SKELLIGE CLANS DECK: LEADER CARDS (2) 


WU SKELLIGE CLANS DECK: UNIT CARDS (35) 


WW cracH AN ¥ 
CRAITE 
‘Shuffles graveyards 
(discard ple) back into main f 
decks (for both players). 

Base Deck (Blood and 

Wine): You start with this 
‘card once you meet Count 
‘Monniet at the beginning of 
Gwent Quest: To Everything 
—Tum, Tum, Tournament!, 


eS 


GY mMapmMaAN WI Biuesoy 


GH wyaumar =A ERMION WW CLANAN 
Base Deck (Blood and Won from the innkeep LUGOS LUGOS CRAITE WARRIOR 
Wine): You start with this at The Scarlet Cardinal Base Deck (Blood and Base Deck (Blood and Base Deck (Blood and 
card once you meet Count inn, Francoltart. Wine): You start with this Wine); You start with this Wine): You start with this, 
‘Monnier at the beginning card once you meet Count card once you meet Count card once you meet Count 
of Gwent Quest To Monnier atthe beginning — Monnier at the beginning Monnier atthe beginning 
Everything — Tur, ‘of Gwent Quest: To of Gwent Quest; To ‘of Gwent Quest: To 
Tur, Tournament! Everything ~ Tun, Everything - Turn, Everything — Turn, 

Tur, Tournament! Tum, Tourtament Tum, Tournament, 


| es 


WI CLANAN 
CRAITE WARRIOR 
‘Base Deck (Blood and 
Wine: You start with 

this card once you meet 
‘Count Monnier at the 
‘beginning of Gwent 
Quest: To Everything ~ 
‘Turn, Turn, Tournament!, 


WY cun 
BROKVAR ARCHER. 
Wom frm the Herbalist at 
the Herb Store, in Castel 
Ravello Vineyard. 


WW cin 
TORDARROCH 
ARMORSMITH 


Base Deck (Blood and 
Wine): You start with this 
card once you meet Count 
Monnier at the beginning 
of Gwent Quest: To 
Everything — Tur, 

Turn, Tournament! 


WW cian 
DRUMMOND. 
SHIELDMAIDEN 
‘Won from the Armorer at 
the Armorer's Workshop, 
in Francollarts. 


WY CuNAN 
CRAITE WARRIOR 
Base Deck (Blood and 
Wine): You start with 

this card once you meet 
Count Monnier at the 
beginning of Gwent 
Quest; To Everything ~ 
Tum, Tun, Tournament 


WW cun 
DIMUN PIRATE 
Won from the 
Merchant, at Dupont 
& Sons Emporium of 
Diverse Mercandise, 
rear Metinna 

Gate, Beauclair. 


‘Can Heymaey Si) 


WY cian 
HEYMAEY 
SKALD 
Base Deck (Blood and 
Wine): You start with 
this card once you 
meet Count Monnier at 
the beginning of Gwent 
Quest: To Everything 
Tum, 
Turn, Tournament!, 


WW war 
LONGSHIP 

Base Deck (Blood and 
Wine): You start with this 
card once you meet Count 
Monnier atthe beginning 
of Gwent Quest: To 
Everything ~ Tum, 

Tum, Tournament! 


WW Hoicer 
BLACKHAND 

Base Deck (Blood and 
Win): You start wi this 
card once you meet Count 
Monnier at the beginning 
of Gwent Quest: To 
Everything — Tum, 

Tur, Tournament! 


WW GH 
LONGSHIP 
Base Deck (Blood and 
Wine): You start with 
this card once you 
meet Count Monnier at 
the beginning of Gwent 
Quest: To Everything 


Turn, Tournament! 


WW pac 
BON-DHU 

Won from the Innkeep 
at The Pheasantry 

fn, near Niligaardian 
Embassy, Beauciair. 


Gy war 
LONGSHIP 

Base Deck (Blood and 
Wine: You start wit this 
‘card once you meet Count 
Monnier atthe beginning 
of Gwent Quest: To 
Everything - Turn, 

Tum, Tournament!. 


WA DONARAN 
HINDAR 


Base Deck (Blood and 
Wine) You start with this 
card once you meet Count 
‘Monnier atthe beginning 
of Gwent Quest: To 
Everything — Tum, 

Tum, Tournament! 


Light Leogshial 


WW LGcHT 
LONGSHIP 


Won from the Herbalist, 
at the Perfumery, 

near Nilfgaardian 
Embassy, Beauclair 


GW war 
LONGSHIP 


Won from the Innkeep 
at the Tourney Tavern, 
Tourney Grounds. 


WY upairyk 
Base Deck (Blood and 
Wine): You start with this 
card once you meet Count 
Monnier atthe beginning 
‘of Gwent Quest: To 
Everything - Turn, 

Turn, Tournament!, 


WW LicHT 
LONGSHIP 
Base Deck (Blood and 
Wine: You start with 
this card once you 
meet Count Monnier at 
the beginning of Gwent 
Quest: To Everything 

— Tum, 

‘Turn, Tournament!, 


WH piRNA 
BRAN 

Base Deck (Blood and 
Wine}: You start with this. 
card once you meet Count 
‘Monier at the beginning of 
Gwent Quest: To Everything 
— Tum, Tum, Tournament! 


WW cun 
BROKVAR ARCHER 
Base Deck (Blood and 
Wine): You start with this 
card once you meet Count 
‘Monnier at the beginning 
of Gwent Quest: To 
Everything ~ Turn, 

Tum, Tournament!, 


4 


| 


n 
| 


WW svanrice 
Base Deck (Blood and 
Wine): You start with 
this card once you meet 
‘Count Monnier at the 
beginning of Gwent 
Quest: To Everything ~ 
Tum, Turn, Tournament, 


QW cian 
DRUMMOND 
SHIELDMAIDEN 
Base Deck (Blood and 
Wine): You start with 
tis cad once you meet 
‘Count Monier at the 
beginning of Gwent 
‘Quest: To Everything ~ 
Tum, Tum, Tournament!. 


WY cian 
BROKVAR ARCHER 
Base Deck (Blood and 
‘Wine): You start with this 
card once you meet Count 
Monier at the beginning 
of Gwent Quest: To 
Everything ~ Turn, 

Tum, Tournament!, 


GWENT CARD 
COLLECTING 
AWE HOS 


BERSERKER/ 
VILDKAARL 

‘Base Deck (Blood and 
Wine): You start with 
this card once you meet 
Count Monnior at the 
beginning of Givont 
Quest: To Everything 
Tum, Tum, Tournament 


“Cian Orvmmond 54 


WY cian 
DRUMMOND 
SHIELDMAIDEN 
Won from the Innkeep 
‘at The Gockatrice Inn, 


793 


794 


‘WW younc 


BERSERKER / BERSERKER / 
YOUNG YOUNG 
VILDKAARL VILDKAARL 

Base Deck (Blood and Wine} Won from the Blacksmith 
You start with this card once atthe Blacksmith’s Forge at 
you meet Count Monnier Tourney Grounds 

{at the beginning of Gwent 

Quest: To Everything — Tur, 

Tum, Toumament. 


‘WW younc 


GWENT: COMPLETE CARD CHECKLIST CHART 


This chart details the location of every single Gwent card you can obtain during your adventure. * Notes powerful cards you should add to your deck as quickly as possible 


CARD. 
VALUE 


‘CARD. 
RANGE 


(CARD NAME 


| Spent: Decay 


CARD ABILITIES 


TAINED (COST) 


PROV 


SPECIAL CARDS (13) 


Velen (ws Prt 
Nora Ce) 
| votes aeseugh) 
Nv Cy at) 
Nera Ont Cy) 


WW younc 
BERSERKER 
YOUNG 
VILDKAARL 

‘Won from Pierre the Tailor, 
Tailor's Workshop near The 
Gran’place, Beauclair, 


€ (TERRITORY! 


RELATED QU 


| Gwent Quest: Cotoct em Al 
Gert Ouest. Cote em A 
Gwent Quest Cafiect ‘ern Ai 
ent Quest Clete Ast 
| wert uns: obec Alt 


went Quest: Collect ‘em At! 


Purchased trom Trader (10 Crowne) | Novigrad (Gusti) | Gwent Quest: Colac em AN) 


Decoy" — | = | Soeciat Decoy | Purchased tom ade (20 Crow) 
| | = 

Decoy! |_| Speen: cay | Purchased ro racer 20 Crown) 
| Commanders on — | = | speci tor Parchased Ter (10 Crowns) 
Commander's Hon =| = [cit en |Past adr (10 Grown 
Conant’ Hen? - — | Speci Hom archased rm far (10 Crowns) 
NCE commanders Nomt | — |_| Soe Hom 

Seorcht - | speci: Scorch | Purcaned frm Trader (0 Crowns) 
Sear — | = Speci Scorn | Pena rom Tac (30 Crowns 
Seoch* | = [soe scorch | chased Yo rade 0 Crowes 
DL worcroeme” | = | = | Spnciak Mardroome | Base Deck Bio and Wine) 

} { { | 

| NOT warroemer — | Speci: Maréroeme |e toma et ape 

} t f 

TT Moreroomes - — | soncist Marsoeme | Wen tom Oot Pe 


CARD | CARD 
UE_| RANGE 


“AAD ABILITIE 


ang Fat is 
ng Frost — 
Biting Froat 1 

“inert Fon T= 
impenetrable Fog | = 
Co a 
| Torreottia! Pain | - a 
Tart an Lt 
Torrential Rain ae | - 
leur Weather oie 
Corware | | 
"ear Wener (aire 


{Sica eater 
‘Special: Weather 


RO | CARD 


BAO | CARD. | cano ABT 


5 

os 
YereterofVenetent | 8 
is es [a 


Vietrtermerthe 


Vesemir 


HOW OBTAINED (COST) 


{worm a Gut Pay 


Won trom a Gwent Payer 


omg (easy Kr) 
| satage Ard Stati) 
ee) 


Goat ot Rv (Yo) 
Toussaint enuctr) 


Temas esta 


PROVINCE (TERRITORY) 


WEATHER CARS (15) 


Cheat ot a Co 
| cna oa 
Aaron 

ert ot oa 
Gert ot (0 
Tiana 

ea ot ova) 
[erat ova) 


"Nova (nent Cy) 
ovigrad Cy (Te Bits) 
Random 


Gwent Quest: Ctct em At 


| rent ues Gate a 


Gwent Quast: Cobect em At 


(Seraee oc 
Tournamestt 
rete er 
sme 

"Gwent Ouest: Never Feat, 

| Saemage's Herel 


RELATED QUEST 


vent Ouet Cet em As 
Get Ouest: Coke em A 
Cin Ouest Cac! wm At 
rent Ouest. Cote en At) 
ert Quest: Cale em Al 
Get est: Cole wm Alt 


Gwent Ours: Clete Al! 


Gwyn Guest Cobect em Alt 


wert Quest: Cotctem Att 


"rent Quest: Cat em Aa 


| Swert Quest: Paying Thaler 


WW kAMBI/ 
HEMDALL 


Won from the Armorer 
at Beaucair Armory, 
‘ear Nitfgaardian 
Embassy, Beaclair 


TRADER OR CHARACTER, AND SPECIF 


re uartermante Baron's Ste, Crow’ Pach 
| Tekeep at Seven Cats 
Irn atthe Crossroads 


tenkeop at tho 
| Margie Serenity tsa 
Sjopan the nknop, a the Achy 


| The avon Merchant ofthe Trang Crews Camp 
| outa Garston) 


The Inhoope at Curry of tho Goon 
| ons th lkcep ofthe New Port in, Ker rldo Harbor 
The nokoep of Ura Harbor 


You start wth tis card once you met Count Monin at 
| the begining of hs quest. 


Neral th He toc nar Metin ate) 
| Madame at th Dts of Baul - House of Pease 
“(a Baa Po 


TRADER OR CHARACTER, AND SPECIFIC LOCATION 


You start wth scar 
"Yost wth sca 

T reward te ‘Dealing an opponent (random) 

"yu start wt ts card 

You stat with ths card. 

‘Reward tor beating an oppanent (randox) 

You stat wth cara 

| Reward ox beating an cogent random) 9 
Rear fbn nana ano) 

Yeu start wth is ed 

Ty start wit is care 

"Reward bat an coer an 
Tet; ete Brora 
"haere at 0 Amer tt 


‘Bucher atthe Butcher's Shop (near Beaucla Port) 


CHARACTER, AND SPECIFIC LOCATION 


Thaler. atthe end of Secondary Quest Deadly Pot, 
| ator Thaler rescued from Tra Cave 


|Get ust Paya bens SEES 


Gest Quest Od Pals 


Gwent Quest Collect em AN 


Lanter te et Kr 
Award rating an opponent random) 


SEF Me cot tut On Papen Verne Wal, te Daren Bakr of Merah Se 


‘CARD NAME PROVING ) RELATED 


WT crt yon Evree> Novigd nent Cy) | Gwent Ouest Collet ‘em Al 
ren Cay “we ccs "Get vec Clete lt 
Eel Regs oboe Tee | 5 (oman _ Won oma Gwent Payer Fandom wen est: Coe 'em 
SE comer om 4 Ranged Ut Muster paca vole 2 pe ata | Go Oust ot A 
A oun 0'Dimum: 4 | Ranged Unit) Muster ‘Purchased trom Trader (20 Crowns) | Novigrad (usted) Gerent Quest: Coec em All 
AT Gavmer 011m 4 Ranges nit | Maser cae un Tae 20 Cow] Mad tay |r Ot Caer on a 
Duten 2 |P%Canta commanders Ho | Seca Ot Novas Cutis) | Aeon ura A Maro 
C27 our |? | Sn sr RA trates jipent te 
yon 0 Pee COS yaar | Gent et [suman aS | Set Ot met 


| Sketage Ste 


{TF conto ota 0 | Ranged Unit | Bovine Delense Force | Ped up Oaove cart Novo (Gusti) Gwent Quest Caect em Al 


VALUE 


CARD. 
RANGE 


RELATED QUEST 


‘CARD NAME ARO ABILTIES HOW OBTAINED PROVINCE (TERRITORY) 


(cost) 


MONSTERS DECK: LEADER CARDS (5) 


‘Pick ary weather card 
omy Sch ad py Ba Deck 
roy 
Date soon 
Hebi a Purchased tram Trader (50 
Norman ase n 
taro 
Deca 2 and 
wc yn 
race hm yor ach 
tre 3 card tom or 
3. yt at 
Panett 
(rege clot aoy cron ecuad en ae 
tans oom per 


rec King of th Wl Hut - Pe] ‘Gwent Quest: Ciftct em At 


Ean arymanicer of te 


Fd don" ‘met Quest Catect ee Al 


‘Sketige Wo Skeigh 


Crowne) 


fz Deatoyer of Wore Seconary Quiet og Oty (dor) Secondary Oost: High aks 


in: Being of Boat? Velen tive Bu (Gwent Ours: Velen Mayors 


TO tant nace ie 4 
The Teachoreus 


eve (Crt) Gert ent: Cc et ll 


CARD, 
VALUE 


CARD NAME ‘CA | capo anus | WOW OBTANED(COST) | PROVE TERRITORY) | RELATED QUEST 


MONSTERS DECK: UNIT CARDS (41) 


: wer at 
roy 10 ipa Got Oueat Shamign Wee Shag) het Stage Se 
vee 10 Gime Camb rg Wonton a Gwent Rao Cet ut Cac oA! 
vet 10 | ery | ro wet oe Sean paseeg (eran 
Dove Cont van se and 
say ates ao. Wn Owe Pape Radon Cen Ouest: At 
on 
TT tar ged at Sone Fanged Wen hema ePaper Mav uty) Gn Guetta wm A 
fa Geta! 6 | Saou Fetus am Trad 20 | Sn Sg) | Owe Ost Cet A 
font 5 Comune ‘eras a Vader (29 Core Satin vt Sih Ome vest Ce‘ A 
Fee beni 0 | Sige at toa nt | Ran Cert Out Cece A 
Acts ena 6 | Sepak mer Wonton Ont Payette er et Coco Aa 
Cine trewa” 5 Cm Cat age onto Gwe Pye Cher vest Coc oA! 
Crow Wears 5 Cem mOe ae ert at ee The Onc) rt ust en Papers 
Crone Wage 6 Com Canta ay crud rn Td (20 Cowes hain Sti) Ost Cet‘ A! 
vo Cocina on roma Owet Pore Random ner ut. oem Nt 
Pogue Maiden s Pao Wa rom 9 Gwen Payer fara hrnt ues. tec dt 
sem 5, Demon Wort Overt Maye: fandom ver vet Cae 
Wort 5 Pmcant facta en Tar Cow hee Sk) | Ort Ouest. Coet mA 
tte 5 Dom ogonet onto Gwe Raye fara Cert ut: Cc om A 
ve Gon 5 | Gage Ut Pcase om Fae Cows) Son her | Got Ot Calc wn A 
cane ag 5 Rant — Won to 3 Gret Raye: Fann Cert cet Cece A 
Vara 5 Pom CoM uate ent ust ance oa Sa | SE ot oe: apn 
texto osama — Frraes to tad (19 Crone) toe Ws) Owen Oot Cet A 
Aves 4 2X Can te Purnase tom Taser 20 Crom Sage Sheigh Gt Ouest Ct em At 
pts? 4 "Com Cab gee facta bun Ya own Sate Su) Ont Oven Cac a A 
Avago 4 Pete Combat user Frwchaso no ade Crone) Sige Sarco) | Gwent Ouest: Ct em A 
Veo Burma 4 Coven ge ‘cra sn Yar (2 Con hon phen) Ova Ova Cet > A 
Varo Fe" 4 [Pome Conte ate Prat nade rom) Seige Fae wen ut: Coe oA 
amo casa 4 (Gee a ape vratoo aGwet Pape Reon rer Ouet Crtct en 
Senay Qs Mat 
o {econ Secanuy Ouest OR on and PN tt Re DO Be 
and, ‘Varnpien: Biruxa” ‘Unit r, Wine Secondary Quest Srl 1s ‘Wine Secondary Quest: Tet 
sore Dear ovo Fat 
net 2 angen — ion oa Grd Payer Ret Get Oust ic A 


PECIFIC LOCA 


Reward for beating Shani at her Cini n Oxenturt 


Reward far bentng Ader Geet (Gwent schol) nthe 
“Wet Orchard Taver = | 
Reward for beating an opponent fandom) 

‘The ven Merchant othe Trawing Gres Camp 
{outside Carsten) | 


The Even Merchant tthe Travelng Circus Camp 
(outside Carsten) 


‘The Ofer Merchant ot oper Mi 


‘Se Marts Fon, the Gwent Payers of Vagltxt Estate 


[Roses bt ia ton Bt Bo | 
(faethe Ene Moat oth Nong GF Gap | 
| outaide Cartan = 


‘Gemiat the Chemist, rd of Gedy 
Found the upper foto the main barn tuking 
cf Beurwaich 


TRADER OR CHARA 


You tat wth car 


GWENT CARD 
COLLECTING 


EU CES 


danas the kos ofthe New Port nn, Kar Trokdo 


‘Count Tyo ue Owert Player, tng qua 
aay the Card Procgy of Midcopee, at quest completo 


The Ofer Merchant ot Upper Ma 


TRADER OR CHA 


TER, AND SPECIFIC LOGI 


‘Gach sn Crane of Kao’ Tre 
foward fr eatin an oppanet random) 


rmion th Deu ot Rao Toke 


Reward tr betting an apenent(rando) 
ower fr beat Oigerd von Ever a he 
hey 

ons te iso ofthe New Port a, 
ier Toe Harbor 

The tine of Aryan 

ward for beating an cepa radon) 
‘award fo beating an opponent random) 
ewe foe beating a appenent (random 
The Old Sago of ak 


The Innkop of Arbor 


ewan for beating a ogg rani) 
Peart for beating an appaneet (random) 

Reward tr beating an appaneit (rnd) 

The look of Ura Harbor 

Reward for beating an opponent) 

THe lonhoop of Svartag 

awe fe beting an opponent rom) | 
“J "Mace igo f Kar Mua (or Kae Toke) 


Jonas een ofthe New Pt an, 
Kae Troe Harbor 


Te ke of Winbjorn 
‘The tnkoen oF Ural Harbor 
‘The thee of Sort 
The thea of Swortag 
"Meta of Haren 


Few tr beating an opponent rato) 


‘Court Goro Seeing, fv Gort Payers of Vege, 
tite, OR ea quest oward ham a garden chest 


‘Reward Yor beating an opponent radon 


795 


MINCE (TERRITORY 


Purchaned or Hager (20 own Stipe Faroe 


en De Cet Payer nor 


fen $23 9 Cnere Payer 
Won Ss Gases Poy 
Parcraned to Tae! 
fo a Gem rye 
Secomtary Qe Detee fame 
Aactaae om Yoke (12 Overs: Sage Ya 
Woo om 2 Core Payer ween 


Pavhunet bom Pate (10 Cees Gute Fe 


‘en em & Crt Payer 


Noverad Oty 
eect Souret 


‘Pectecet toms ace (5 Cooma) Vite (The Osc 
Rachanes Pom Yer 0 Cow enn (The Mies 
Pennant tom Wade 6 Cowes Yeon (The Decent 
an bom 2 Gare Paper 

We Pom 9 Gent Payer 

Wn bom 2 Gave Paper 


Gent Quest 


Porcnase re te (30 Crome lee rows Pert 
Prrchaond bore Kader CO Crome Nowa Firaeny Rue 
(Porches ram Tear (30 Crow, ewe tte 
Porchaondt fac Tater (10 Crowne. Yat (Ow Pech 
(Parcoacen rom Deer (10 Crowe, elon (The Onecare) 
(eon tore a Geet Payee 


Fara 
Paton 
Rachated bom Wade (10 Crowne Ben Senin fh 


(fen bo 2 Came Pier 


(on be a Get Payer = 
‘acrasea om Yer (10 Crowes), (he Ms 
‘ected om Pacer 20 Orme Yan (or Phy 
avreseo bon Vader 20 Crowes ween Manag 
‘Ractanes fom Tate 28 Creme Newgret Crm ee 
‘Reviuane tom Yate OD Crea) Nenad Satie 
Prcanad bom Pade (16 Creme) olen Os POY 
Areriuant om Pace (Come Veen Mens 
Wn Pom 9 Gert Payer Aram 

‘rachane rom cr 2 Owe en o's Pr 
Parcanne rom Pr omen een Kew’ Pry 


art Out Cate em At 
set Qua Caet em AE 


Carn et Cate om A 
Get est Cote 00 


net net Cec i 


Cert Ouret Cote! 0A 


Secondary Quant Feloweg 


(One a Cc Yo Ba 
(Garet Quest Catt em NE 
Goest Goma: Cet A 
(Garet Quent Cott om 
(oert Ques: Cet em At 
(Geet Cane Catt em 
Gwent ve Caet eB 
(Genet amet Cote! 
Covet Guest: Cec! A 
(Cart Che Ct en 
Cent Chaat Cec! Aa 
Gee st Cc en A 
Cet Chet: Cs ee At 
Goes st Canc At 
mt Cae Citic oe A 
(Geert Casest Catt At 
Gert Ours Cac! ee A 
(Cent Cast Cet Aa 
(Gert ot: Clic ee A 
Deen Cast Chat en 
(met Quant Cec ne AE 


(Cae Cue ict Ye AE 


femars by beatrg 3 Legere ae 


Femara hy beaten i agarent adn) 
emer 1 benteg wn cpgenen yard) 


The big of Sreriag 


(Reser fer being an pepo arco) 


Faun on be copee of Haewcera Dv Shetiye, 
arog be comet 


The erty Marsha 
Rewart by teieg w oggeneee ean) 
Tee erkeno of Rarvnen 

Reward br sane a ogganert yanain 


Resort fr trating an Quen Van 


TRADER OR CHARACTER, AND SPECIFIC LOCATION] 


(roknep a the at he Cronos 


dat “Maxima” Lag of Ker Mary i Kae Troe), 
ome competion 


Mase Santa Pe Ginert Payer cureg quot 


(The Ben tected of Be Maing Coca | 
esate Catan bed 


ER, AND SPEQIAC LO 


‘Woe Boanergpe f ree 

‘exteep atthe ln at te Crosse 
Margie Sevoty, Meters 

(Ome Ue nokng at The King Ion 
‘Tee Merchant of Lncerate 

Te Merchant of Carpe ater reac ha) 


eae Commun (iter) None | qamnt, er Dota 
ooneltes oe 


emard tr Seti a coporert Farr) 
eheep 2 em at Be Commons 

Freud Wa Deeg am epee (rendam 
‘Bade, row Porch Vitage 

he beeper at Corny of Pe Gove 

‘The teh Sav Cats er 

he Quartermante, Baroe's Sexe. Cow's Perch 
‘The Merrett nceevaie 

(Rewer fr beatng on cpgcrent pando 
Arar’ br beateg a opponent rate 

he Werctant 9 Mccopee 

Rewant fr testing a opzonert pare) 
{he Merch of Cryer pte cag hy 
Wate, Cow's Pen age 

(renee at fut bet at fe Crosson 

‘The Yemen at Canny oe Goose 

‘The tnkawp at Seven Cats on 

‘Pater Crow's Perc Vinge 

‘The Merchant of Cay ate racing fas 
Remand tr bestn a coporert are 
‘Nadie, Crow's Pech Wage 

‘Dae Camtereaate, tans Dare, Crows Pech 


CARD 


CARD NAME ae 


Foto: King of Temi 


Foltst: Lord Commander of 
the North 


Fonest: The Siegomastor* 


Foto The Stel Forged - 


| 
| ED Fatt son ee 


‘CARD. 


‘CARD NAME Ge 


Vormon Rach * 


ot Natali 10 


a 
Prag Ein? 0 
| cur = 
— aod TF campo 8 
Ontwris i 
Tabucot 6 
Trobuchot | 6 
uta 6 
Custa 6 
‘ogo Tower 6 
Vos } 5 
| sgn of Denesle: 5 
| Kev Met {3 
Se do Tanai 5 
Prince Stennis | 6 
{rg ee 5 
[Dagetie? | 
Dun Banner Medic | 5 
‘gamuand Oya * ‘ 
Sabrina Gli) | ei 
‘Sheldon Skaggs ‘ 
| Ble Stipes Command iz 
| Bh ipes Corwnando* 4 
| ‘Bluo Stripes Commando” 4 
Yarpen Zigein, | 2 
Tee [4 
Por F-hngontry 1 
fouF-hngiainty | 
Poor F--king Infantry al ' 
sees 
darian Foot Soler 1 
at 
| ‘Kaedweni Siege Expert 1 
a 
| Kaedweni Siege Expert 1 


‘CARD. 
RANGE 


10." morn, 


1 Destroy 


CARD ABILITIES 


HOW OBTAINED (COST 


E (TERR 


NORTHERN REALMS: LEADER CARDS (5) 


Gera of Fo to) 
chases rom Trader 
Eases White Orchard 
Doubs te srength ofa 
neta tons ‘Won om a Gwent Payer | Palace of Wm 
strongest Sipe unt) 
ie combned tong of Secondary Ovest Nira Cy (Gor 
Aili oF er Sloe uss 
vaegUonet 
te comeined Purchased trom Trader operas (ut) 


ARO | CARO AB 


| Ranged Unt | Hero 
| Segotuit | Nt Bond 


Siege Ut 
| Ranged Unt) — 
Siege Unt 


Tight Bond 


| sae a [Me 
pete | 2" 
{ange | — 
| ranged Unt - 
Pomcare notte 
(om Cort py pon 


hse mbt ne on 


‘atrengt of al i oer 
anied Combat ures 


70 Crowns 


HOW OBTAINED (COST 
NORTHERN REALMS: UNIT CAR 
| Velen Spat But 


oy arene 
to bey une 
| awry a) 


Random 


| went Ouest 
Won re a Gent Payer 
| Pera ran re (20 Cowes Wie ears 


| pct rem ce (0 Crome] (lr OR 


Nga (utes) 
Base Dock | Gort Yo fe 
| pase Dex Gera ot Ra 0 
tase Deck | Goad f Ro (Yu) 
ave Deck [ert ot oa fo 
| tse Deen | Gert ot Yo 
Won tom 3 Gar Per Manco 

[ease Deck | cra tv a 
Tse dcr erat tv 
‘hase Dock | eal ot Rota You) 
Base Dack "ert toc 
| save Oe | ceva tv 


frrcased oma (20 Gown| Whe rar 
| ects on 0 Gon) Wen Ste 
Puctsed rm Tae (0 own Yolen The Me) 

asa Dek 


Parchased trom Trader (50 Crowns) | een ws Pah 


Parchased tom Trader (50 Crowns) |veen Sots) 


Base Deck Gera of ava (You) 


Prctasd tom Trader (20 Cros) | Saige es Stig) 
era fv a 


Gert vad 


Base Deck 


‘Base Deck 


Parchased tom racer 20 Crows) Wen (he Desc 


Pca ton Tad (0 ome | Ween Sate Ba) 


Base Deck 


erat of iva (You) 


ADER OR CHARACTER, AND SPECIFIC LOCATION. 


a re 


‘sa, ekeeperess of White Orchard Tavern, Bram the 


Goren Ques: Cates em All| Rescued Merchant of Write Orchard 


| Main Que per cence rt sae rs tre 


Secondary Quest High Stakes Bernard Tule the Gwent player, uring quest 


|The ven Merchant of te Taveing Circus Camp | 
‘Gre QvestCaect wm All| Tce Casa 


RELATED QUEST R OR CHARACT 
| vac to Card Prog of Mone 


‘Secondary Ouest | From Ray (Golden Sturgeon Tavern) during quest, oF 
| Aangerus Gane | onan Crivay at end of quest. 


Gwent Quest Bi Cty Payers Siglemund Ojhsta at the Barnnouse | 
‘Owet Quest: Cotect em Ast 


| Orent Ouest Volen Payers 
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_THE GWENTLEFOEKOOF THE NORTHERN RENDM 
GWENT VENDORS AND PLAYERS: OVERVIEW 


‘As you embark on your adventure, and in particular, Gwent Quest: Collect ‘em All itis well worth pinpointing every single card you can obtain in a detailed manner, 


from every single vendor and player (all 159 of them!) This section details where to find the following: 


© cwent venpors 


Gwent cards you purchase from Traders are listed. Look for traders (who are 
‘marked throughout the Attas and in this section) with the €) icon by their name. 
These traders are responsible for selling (or giving) you 122 of the total number 
of Gwent cards (excluding the Innkeeps in Toussaint selling you random cards, 
which cannot be tracked). There are 29 different Vendors to find: 


'* Two are available in White Orchard. 

* Six are available in Velen (No Man's Land). 

© Eight are available in Novigrad (City and territories). 
‘* Five are available across the Isles of Skellige. 


* There is one “vendor” of sorts in the Duchy of Toussaint (Blood and Wine Expansion); 
“Count Monier who hands you the base Skellige Clans deck (24 cards!). 


On of the seven Innkeeps throughout the Duchy of Toussaint have a 

‘supply of over 20 random cards from the four initial decks. The exact cards vary 
throughout your adventure, and the pool of cards you could find at these vendors: 
is listed on the previous pages. For the purposes of this guide, these random 
ards do not count toward your card totals. You can carry, but not use, multiples 
of the same card over and above the number available in the preceding chart. 


© Gwent Ptayers (sPEciFic CARDS) 


‘Specific Gwent cards you win by challenging (usually named) Gwent players 
(who are marked throughout the Atlas and in this section) with the (-) icon by 
their name are also listed, There are 55 different players with specific cards to 
hand over: 


‘One is in the Royal Palace in Vizima. 
Five are available in Velen (No Man's Land), with a total of six cards to hand over. 


Ten are available within the walls of Novigrad City, with a total of 13 cards to 
hand over. 


‘Twelve are available outside Novigrad City, in the countryside and in Oxenfurt, 
with a total of 13 cards to hand over, Included is the “loose” card in Brunwich. 


Six are available across the Isles of Skellige, with a total of seven cards to 
hand over. There's also a Skelliger you need to kill for one card, too. 


20 are available throughout the Duchy of Toussaint (Blood and Wine Expansion). 
All grant you cards from the Skellige Clans deck (though King Bran is only 
awarded once, and two possible players have him), 


These traders are responsible for you gathering 60 of the total number of 
Gwent cards. 


As some players may travel to different parts of the Northern Realm (tor example, 
Lambert the Wieher could be found in Kar Morten) and ther ears may appear | 
‘during Secondary Quests, the optimal location for each player is listed. 


© went PLAYERS (RANDOM OR NO CARDS) 


Random Gwent cards you win by challenging a Gwent player (usually a vendor, 
and marked throughout the Atlas and in this section) with the (©) icon by their 
name are also listed. There are 66 different players with a random card to 
hand you: 


© One is in White Orchard. 


Fifteen are in Velen (No Man's Land). 
Seventeen are in Novigrad City. 
Seven are outside Novigrad City, in the countryside and in Oxenfurt. 


Twenty-six are available across the Isles of Skellige. 


. 


Four are available throughout the duchy of Toussaint (Blood and Wine 
Expansion), but they don't have a (random) card to give you; play them for 
practice or after betting money, One of the four Toussaint players, Barnabas- 
Basil Fouly, is the majordomo at the winery you can own, and acts as a 
practice player. You can choose the exact deck faction, and strength of his 
hand, without having to outlay (or win) any funds. He's great for practicing 
against! Another three Toussaint players are found during the Gwent 
Tournament in Toussaint; these seven folk are only interested in either 
passing the time or betting for money. 


With the exception of the Toussaint players, each player offers you one card 
only when you beat them for the first time, This means you must visit (and beat) 
a minimum of 52 of the 66 Gwent players (outside Toussaint) to obtain all the 
randomly-given cards. Also included are two “loose” cards found in a garden 
chest in Beauclair (Toussaint), at the end of a Secondary Quest, 


07) GWENT VENDORS AND PLAYERS: 


The remainder of this section is devoted to precisely pinpointing each Gwent 
trader or player across the Northern Realms. 


© © © THE GWENTLEFOLK OF WHITE ORCHARD 
3) ELSA, INNKEEPERESS OF WHITE ORCHARD 


Elsa Is the Innkeeperess inside the tavern of White Orchard. You speak to her 
during Main Quest: Lilac and Gooseberries, Her cards can be purchased at any 
time (if you leave White Orchard for Velen, then return, Elsa leaves and you must 
find Bram the Rescued Merchant instead), 


© ALDERT GEERT, SCHOLAR OF WHITE ORCHARD 


Aldert Geert is the assistant professor in contemporary history at Oxenfurt 
Academy. He is the scholar that teaches you the basics of Gwent (if you agree 

to listen to him). Win a game, and claim The Zoltan Chivay card, If you miss the 
Tutorial with Aldert, and he isn't here, search at the Hanged Man's Tree (Signpost) 
in Velen for it. 


BRAM, THE RESCUED MERCHANT OF 
WHITE ORCHARD 


Nearest Signpost: Woesong Bridge 
Specific Location: West of bridge, entrance to White Orchard village. 


Available Cards (Price): Cataputt (50), Blue Stripes Commando (20), 
Crinfrid Reavers Dragon Hunter (20), 
Foltest: Lord Commander of the North (50) 


This is the merchant you and Vesemir saved from the griffin during Main Quest: 
Lilac and Gooseberries. He becomes the seller of Elsa's Gwent cards once the 
Inkeeperess of White Orchard moves to Novigrad. 


Ds] THE GWENTLEMAN OF THE 
ROYAL PALACE IN VIZIMA 


NILFGAARDIAN NOBLEMAN 


Nearest Signpost: Royal Palace in Vizima 


Specific Location: On a bench in the main [exterior) courtyard. 
Available Card: Foltest: The Siegemaster 


When you're stroting about the lavish palace of the Nitfgaard, sit down to play with 
the Nilfgaardian Nobleman. Win, and he has a specific card to grant you. Don't be put 
off by his talents; just come back later with a better deck if you can’t beat him yet! 


g THE GWENTLEFOLK OF VELEN 
(NO MAN’S LAND) 


CROW’S PERCH TERRITORY 


THE AMATEUR BLACKSMITH OF BLACKBOUGH 


Nearest Signpost: Blackbough : 


Specific Location: The Blacksmith’s forge, southwest area of the village. 
Available Card: Random 


Challenge the blacksmith to a game of Gwent to secure another random card for 
your collection. 


THE MERCHANT OF BLACKBOUGH 
Nearest Signpost: Blackbough 


Specific Location: Merchant, main thoroughfare by the Signpost. 
Available Card: Random 


Hankering to play a round of Gwent? Then challenge this merchant of 
meager wares. 


TRADER, CROW’S PERCH VILLAGE 


Nearest Signpost: Crow’s Perch 

Specific Location: In the lower village, just through the main gates. — 

Available Cards (Price): Zerrikanian Fire Scorpion (50), Impera Brigade 
Guard (20), Nausicaa Cavalry Rider (20), Albrich (10) 

Available Card (Gwent game]: Random 


Gwent? Play this trader for his random card, and continue to keep your collection going. 
Then pursue the quartet of cards he's selling, and bolster your deck even further. 


THE QUARTERMASTER OF CROW'S PERCH 


Nearest Signpost: Crow's Perch 
Specific Location: Within the Baron's fortified courtyard. 


Available Cards (Price): Decoy (20), Nausicaa Cavalry Rider (20), 
Blue Stripes Commando (50), Cynthia (10) 
Available Card (Gwent game}: Random 


‘Aside from a quartet of cards to purchase, the Baron's quartermaster has a trick 
or two up his sleeves if you challenge him to a Gwent hand. 


FERGUS GRAEM THE JOURNEYMAN ARMORER 
OF CROW’S PERCH 


Nearest Signpost: Crow's Perch 
Specific Location: Within the Baron's fortified courtyard. 
Available Card: Random 


What would this dwarf say to a round of Gwent? When he's not moaning to his 
betrothed (Yoanna), or crafting items, he's ready to play. 


YOANNA THE MASTER ARMORER OF 
CROW'S PERCH 


Nearest Signpost: Crow's Perch 
Specific Location: Within the Baron's fortified courtyard 
Available Card: Random e 


Care to play some Gwent? Yoana the Skelliger is the brains behind the operation 
at this smithy, and she's a mean Gwent player to boot! 


THE BLOODY BARON, PHILLIP STRENGER 
Nearest Signpost: Crow’s Perch 


Specific Location: Within Crow's Perch fortress 
Available Card: Sigismund Dijkstra (Gwent Quest: Velen Players} 


GWENT CARD 
COLLECTING 


Expect to be tested by the Bloody Baron when you challenge him to a. game 
before the conclusion of his questline, If the Baron is “indisposed'”, go to the 
Crow's Perch Notice Board, read the parchment entitled “Gwent; Looking for New 
Players”, and visit the Baron's study inside Crow's Perch, opening a tiny box on 

a sideboard, 


MUDPLOUGH TERRITORY 


INNKEEP AT THE INN AT THE CROSSROADS 


Nearest Signpost: Inn at the Crossroads 

Specific Location: Inside the Inn. 

Available Cards (Price): Commander's Horn (10), Siege Engineer (20), 
Impera Brigade Guard (20), Nausicaa Cavalry Rider (20), 
Emhyr Var Emreis: The Emperor of Nilfgaard (50) 

Available Card (Gwent game]: Menno Coehoorn (Gwent Quest: Playing Innkeeps) 


The innkeep at the tavern in southern Mudplough territory has a quintet of 
cards to spend your hard-earned crowns on. Once you speak to him about the 
Baron, you can buy his cards. After beating Olivier the Innkeep at the Kingfisher 
Inn (Novigrad City), return and challenge him to conclude Gwent Quest: Playing 
Innkeeps, to claim his unique card; Menno Coehoorn. 


GRAYROCKS TERRITORY 


THE ARMORER OF MULBRYDALE 


Nearest Signpost: Mulbrydale 
Specific Location: Person in Distress, riverside hut, southwest of Signpost 
Available Card: Random 


Nilfgaardian soldiers and Slavers have recently kidnapped the Armorer of 
Mulbrydale, and have him behind bars, inside a riverside hut southwest of 
Mulbrydale. Stay the slavers, taking a key that opens the. Meditate (or wait for 
at least two hours) before returning to Mulbrydale, where the armorer should 
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THE DESCENT TERRITORY 
THE AMATEUR BLACKSMITH OF LINDENVALE 


Nearest Signpost: Lindenvale 3 


Specific Location: At his forge, on the northern threshold of the village, 
Available Card: Random 


This chap isn’t a particularly dificult adversary to better in Gwent, but his card 
‘might not be all that, either 


THE MERCHANT OF LINDENVALE 


Nearest Signpost: Lindenvale 
Specific Location: At his stalt, close to the Signpost 
Available Cards (Price): Poor F--king infantry (20), 
Etolian Auxiliary Archers (60), Black Infantry Archer (50), 
Heavy Zerrikanian Fire Scorpion (50), Rainfarn (10) 
Available Card (Gwent game): Random 


Though his stall may be as shabby as the rest of this downtrodden village, he's 
‘some cards to purchase, and another random one to win. 


THE OLD SAGE OF BENEK 


Nearest Signpost: Benek 
Specific Location: Sitting outside his hut, west of the windmill. 
Available Card: Crone: Weavess (Gwent Quest: Velen Players} 


or 


Ready yourself for a cunning player, despite the shaggy appearance and slightly 
mad nonsense this seer likes to spew. Claim your unique card from him, if you 
can beat him in a game! 


SPITFIRE BLUFF TERRITORY 
THE MERCHANT OF MIDCOPSE 


Nearest Signpost: Midcopse 
Specific Location: At his stall, west of the Signpost. 
Available Cards (Price): Poor F--king Infantry (20), Crinfrid Reavers 

Dragon Hunter (50), Blue Stripes Commando (50), Morteisen (10) 
Available Card (Gwent game}: Random 


Bring a few crowns to purchase four different Gwent cards, then win another one 
If you choose to play this merchant. 


THE AMATEUR ARMORER OF MIDCOPSE 


Nearest Signpost: Midcopse 
Specific Location: At his forge, just north of the center of the village, 
Available Card: Random 


This armorer has much to offer you in terms of items to purchase, as well as a 
card you can win Tram him, if you challenge him to a round of Gwent. 


HADDY THE CARD PRODIGY OF MIDCOPSE 


Nearest Signpost: Midcopse 
Specific Location: By the pile of logs at Ealdorman Bolko’s hut. 


Available Card: Vernon Roche (Gwent Quest: Velen Players), 
Eredin: Bringer of Death (Gwent Quest: Velen Players) 


The ultimate player in Velen is a small child named Haddy. He doesn't appear 
during Gwent Quest: Velen Players until you've beaten the three previous Gwent 
fans: The Baron, the Oreton Boatbuilder, and the Old Sage of Benek. 


THE MIRE TERRITORY 
THE MERCHANT OF CLAYWICH 


Nearest Signpost: Claywich 

Specific Location: Once rescued, a his riverside hut, southwestedgels 
the village 

Available Cards (Price): Etolian Auxiliary Archers (50), Black Infantry — 


Archer (50), Cr 
Sweers (10) 
Available Card (Gwent game}: Random 


Reavers Dragon Hunter (50), Puttkammer [10], 


The village of Claywich was recently overrun by Bandits; seek out the Person in 
Distress in the Bandits’ Camp on the large island due east of Claywich. Defeat 
the bandit, obtain the key from one of their corpses, and free the merchant from 
his cage. Meditate (or wait for at east two hours) before returning to Claywich, 
where the merchant should have set up shop. 


THE MERCHANT OF ORETON 


Nearest Signpost: Oreton 
Specific Location: On the stilt hut, on the north side of the village, 
Available Card: Random 


With a shockingly-poor selection of wares, you're better off bettering this halfwit 
in a battle of Gwent. 


THE BOATWRIGHT OF ORETON 


Nearest Signpost: Oreton 
Specific Location: Working on the boats in the marshy harbor. 
Available Card: Letho of Gulet (Gwent Quest: Velen Players) 


‘Along with the Baron and the Old Sage of Benek, you need to better this 
Boatwright in Gwent before you're able to challenge Haddy the child prodigy 
of Midcopse 
CROOKBACK BOG TERRITORY (WEST) 

THE MERCHANT OF DOWNWARREN 


Nearest Signpost: Downwarren 


Specific Location: Inside the Merchant's cottage, upper Downwarren. 
Available Card: Random 


Find the merchant of Downwarren, and play a bout with him, However, he is only 
available before the Baron's men arrive and string him up; if you see his corpse 
hanging by his shop (once Secondary Quest; Return to Crookback Bog has been 
started), you're too late! Don't worry though; there are plenty of other players 

to visit. 


CROOKBACK BOG TERRITORY (EAST) 


QUARTERMASTER EGGEBRACHT OF THE 
NILFGAARD 


Nearest Signpost: Nilfgaardian Army Group ‘Center’ Camp 


Specific Location: In the Quartermaster’s tent, by the Notice Board: = 
Available Card: Random 


Visit the far southeastern comer of Crookback Bog, and ask Quartermaster 


Eggebracht if he has any work, Afterwards, one conversation option involves a 
Quick round of Gwent. 


(@ THE GWENTLEFOLK OR NOVIGRAD 


NOVIGRAD CITY: THE BITS 
INNKEEP AT THE NOWHERE INN 


Nearest Signpo: 


yxenfurt Gate (Novigrad City) 
Specific Local hin the Nowhere Inn, northern part of The Bits. 
Avallable Card: Random 


Ready for a game? The Innkeep over at the Nowhere Inn will challenge you to a 
hand or two. 


LAMBERT THE WITCHER AT THE NOWHERE INN 


Nearest Signpost: Oxenfurt Gate (Novigrad City] 

Specific Location: Within the Nowhere Inn, northern part of The Bits. 

Available Cards (Gwent Gamel: Triss Merigold (Gwent Quest: Old Pats), 
(Secondary Quest: Following the Thread) 


Prior to the conclusion of Secondary Quest: Following the Thread, visit Lambert 
and attempt to win his card. To heighten your chances, start the quest first, 
continuing it until there's an objective to meet him, Challenge him to a game of 
Gwent. if Lambert is indisposed, try checking his bedside chest in Kaer Morhen 
for the card. 


THE LOAN SHARK’S SHOP IN THE BITS 


Nearest Signpost: Oxenfurt Gate (Novigrad City) 

Specific Location: Inside the Loan Shark's Shop, just south of i 
Whoreson’s casino 

Available Card: Random 


‘As well as purchasing a strange book, you can also claim a random Gwent card 
from this seedy fellow. 


THE MERCHANT OF THE BITS 


Nearest Signpost: Oxenfurt Gate (Novigrad City) 

Specific Location: On the raised muddy ground on the main 
thoroughfare, south of Whoreson’s casino. 

Available Card: Random 


What would you say to some Gwent? Say “yes,” and thrash this downtrodden 
fellow for a random card 


NOVIGRAD CITY: GILDORF 


MARQUISE SERENITY AT PASSIFLORA 


Nearest Signpost: St. Gregory's Bridge (Novigrad City) 
Specific Location: Passiftora brothel, just northeast of the Signpost _ 
Available Cards (Price): Mahakaman Defender (20), 

Commander's Horn (10), Catapult (50), Dot Blathanna Archer (10) 
ible Card (Gwent game): Morvan Vhooris [Gwent Quest: 
Big City Players) 


Your old friend Marquise Serenity is more than happy to sell you four cards 
to bolster your deck. She is an exceptional Gwent player, though she can’t be 
challenged during Gwent Quest: Big City Players until you've beaten Vimme 
Vivaldi. This Vendor's cards are only for sale if you didn't purchase them from The 
Elven Merchant of the Traveling Circus Camp (Carsten). 


BERNARD TULLE THE GWENT PLAYER 


Nearest Signpost: St. Gregory's Bridge [Novigrad City) 


Specific Location: Passiflora brothel, just northeast of the Signpost 
Available Card: Foltest: The Steet-Forged (Gwent Quest: High Stakes) 


Bernard the Halfling is your first serious opponent to beat during this quest, 
inside the Passiflora. He's a most gracious loser. 


MADAME SASHA THE GWENT PLAYER 


Nearest Signpost: St. Gregory's Bridge [Novigrad City) 


Specific Location: Passiflora brothel, just northeast of the Signpost 
Available Card: Emhyr var Emreis: The Relentless (Gwent Quest: High Stakes) 


Should you beat Bernard Tulle during this quest, your next opponent is the 
comely Madame Sasha. Face her as part of the Passiflora toumament. 


FINNEAS THE GWENT PLAYER 


Nearest Signpost: St. Gregory's Bridge (Novigrad City) 

Specific Location: Passiflora brothel, just northeast of the Signpost 

Available Card: Francesca Findabair: Queen of Dol Blathanna (Gwent 
Quest: High Stakes) 


Amore pompous opponent has yet to be met; beat Madame Sasha to face him 
as part of the tournament, and give him another reason to hate mutants. 


COUNT TYBALT THE GWENT PLAYER 


22 
Nearest Signpost: St. Gregory's Bridge (Novigrad City) E E 
Specific Location: Passiflora brothel, just northeast of the Signpost 3 
Available Card: Eredin; Destroyer of Worlds (Gwent Quest: High Stakes) 6s 


Your final opponent in this quest, assuming you beat Finneas, then play a mean 
game of cards against Count Tybalt himself. Win for more than just bragging rights. 


THE MERCHANT OF GILDORF SQUARE 


Nearest Signpost: St. Gregory's Gate 
Specific Location: West side of Gildorf Square, inside the shop by the 


Notice Board. 
Available Card: Random 


Though this fellow has two strange figurines to sell you (Secondary Quests: Dairy 
of Darkness, the Nobleman Statuette, and the Soldier Statuette), he has no cards 
to part with, except the random one you take from him after challenging him to a 
found of Gwent. 


SIGISMUND DIJKSTRA, AT THE BATHHOUSE 


Nearest Signpost: St. Gregory's Bridge (Novigrad City) 

Specific Location: The Bathhouse, under the raised road south of 
the Signpost 

Available Card (Gwent game): Esterad Thyssen (Gwent Quest; 
Big City Players) 


Sigismund Dijkstra, one of Novigrad’s “big four™ criminal masterminds, and this 
cunning extends to Gwent. Find him inside his bathhouse, or during quests you 
interact with him. Challenge him to Gwent and claim his unique card. He is only 
available to play during Gwent Quest: Big City Players once you've beaten Vimme 
Vivaldi and Marquise Serenity. ls Dijkstar indisposed? Then the Scoal'Tael Trader 
(in the woods west of Farcorners) has this card. 


NOVIGRAD CITY: TEMPLE ISLE 
PRIEST OF THE ETERNAL FIRE 


Nearest Signpost: Electors’ Square 


Specific Location: On the eastern side of Electors’ Square 
Available Card: Random 


After some slight subterfuge with a priest who is also secretly selling herbs, you 
can challenge him to a game. Come for alchemy formulas and crafting diagrams. 
‘Stay for the Gwent. 
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NOVIGRAD CITY: SILVERTON (AND NORTH HARBORSIDE} 
THE FOOD MERCHANT OF SILVERTON 


Nearest Signpost: Hierarch Square 


Specific Location: Inside the shop building northwest of the Signpost. 
Available Card: Random 


Journey deep into Silverton, to the main gathering market, and enter the 
shopkeeper’s store via the door to the northwest. Inside, claim your card after a 
ferocious bout of Gwent 


THE AMATEUR BLACKSMITH OF SILVERTON 


Nearest Signpost: Hierarch Square 
Specific Location: At his forge, northwest of the Signpost. 
Available Card: Random 


Head into Silverton, and make a stop at the sweaty fellow banging his hammer 
‘on an anvil. A game of cards is available here 


THE FISH MERCHANT OF SILVERTON 
Nearest Signpost: Hierarch Square 


Specitic Location: At his stall, west of the Signpost 
Available Card: Random 


After inspecting his baubles, you can challenge this fishy fellow to a game 
of Gwent. 


THE INNKEEP OF THE GOLDEN STURGEON 


Nearest Signpost: Hierarch Square 
Specific Location: Inside The Golden Sturgeon tavern, 
west of the Signpost 
Available Cards (Price): Dol Blathanna Scout (101, Siege Technician (20), 
Mahakaman Defender (20), Barclay Els (20) 
Available Card (Gwent game}: Random 


Not only does this innkeep play a mean round of Gwent for a random card, but 
he sells four cards too. They are only for sale if you didn’t purchase them from 
The Elven Merchant of the Traveling Circus Camp (Carsten); this is one of two 
places to buy them, 


NOVIGRAD CITY: HIERARCH SQUARE [CITY CENTER] 
THE HERB MERCHANT OF FISH MARKET SQUARE 
Nearest Signpost: Hierarch Square 


Specific Location: Northwest corner of the fish market. 
Available Card: Random 


This chap looks like a Gwent aficionado, though he's not always at his herb stall 
(meditate or come back later). Win a random card from him. 


THE BLACKSMITH OF FISH MARKET SQUARE 


Nearest Signpost: Hierarch Square 
Specific Location: Northeast corner of the fish market 
Available Card: Random 


There's not only sturgeon for sale in this whiffy part of town; a journeyman 
blacksmith is banging his anvil here too. Challenge him to a Gwent match, 


VIMME VIVALDI THE DWARVEN BANKER OF 
HIERARCH SQUARE 


Nearest Signpost: Hierarch Square 


Specific Location: Bank of Vivaldi, western end of Hierarch Square 
Available Card: Vesemir (Gwent Quest: Big City Players) 


The diminutive dwarf is a big-league player. Aside from swapping currency or 
pleading for a loan, you can challenge him to a Gwent game and secure the 
Vesemir card 


MARCUS THADDEUS KNUT HODGSON 
THE BOOKSELLER 


Nearest Signpost: Hierarch Square 


Specific Location: Books and Scrolls, northern end of Hierarch Square 
Available Card: Random 


After Hodgson recognizes you (and Secondary Quest: Message from an Old 
Friend begins), speak to this purveyor of verbose prose and win a card, 


OLIVIER THE INNKEEP AT 
THE KINGFISHER INN 


Nearest Signpost: Hierarch Square 
Specific Location: Kingfisher Inn, northeast corner of Hierarch Square 
Available Cards [Price]: Mahakaman Defender (20), Havekar Smuggler (20), 
Vrihedd Brigade Veteran (20), Havekar Healer (50) 
Available Card (Gwent game: Tibor Eggebracht (Gwent Quest: 
Playing Innkeeps} 


Olivier the innkeep has four Gwent cards he can part with, ifthe price is right 
Buy them as soon as you can, as Olivier becomes embrolled in helping Triss 
during Secondary Quest: Now or Never. He's also a keen Gwent player challenge 
him once you've beaten Stjepan over at the Alchemy inn (in Oxenfurt) f Olivier 
isn’t about any more, find his unique card on the desk in his back room. This 
Vendor's cards are only for sale if you didn't purchase them from The Elven 
Merchant of the Traveling Circus Camp (Carsten). 


THE MERCHANT AT TRETOGOR GATE 


Nearest Signpost: Tretogor Gate 
Specific Location: Inside the circular market just northwest of the gat 
Available Card: Random 


Standing outside some rolled-up rugs, there's meager pickings from this 
merchant, so obtain a Gwent card from him instead 


NOVIGRAD CITY: HARBOR SIDE AND GLORY LANE 
THE MADAME OF CRIPPLED KATE’S 


Nearest Signpost: Portside Gate 

Specific Location: Directly north of Portside Gate, 
inside Crippled Kate's brothel 

Available Card: Random 


Hf you aren't interested in the knocking shop services, you can always ask the 
Madame for a quickie. A quickie game of Gwent, that is. 


THE ALCHEMIST MERCHANT OF LACEHALLS 


Nearest Signpost: Gate of the Hierarch 
Specific Location: West and a little north, inside Lacehalls 
Available Card: Random 


Meet the merchant just inside the King of Beggar's domain (knock to get in, 
assuming you've met the King already), He has a card waiting for you if you can 
better him. 


THE HALFLING HERBALIST OF GLORY LANE 


Nearest Signpost: Hierarch Square 
Specific Location: South across the river in Glory Lane, 


northern market. 
Available Card: Random 


Tucked in to the left of Kluhg's store is a small shop with an equally diminuative 
shopkeeper; a Halfling herbalist with an excellent selection of goods, and a 
single Gwent card if you better him in a game. 


ZOLTAN CHIVAY 


Nearest Signpost: Gate of the Hierarch 
Specific Location: Outside the Rosemary and Thyme, Glory Lane district. 
Available Cards (Rewards): John Natalis (Secondary Quest: A Dangerous 


Game), Fringilta Vigo [Secondary Quest: A Dangerous Gamel, 
Isengrim Faoiltiama (Secondary Quest: A Dangerous Game] 
Available Cards (Gwent Game): Eithne (Gwent Quest: Old Pals} 


Your old dwarven friend and reprobate Zoltan Chivay is usually hanging around 
the Rosemary and Thyme, and is always up for a game of Gwent. Challenge him 
in any quests where you have a bit of time to kill, too. 


There are also three unique cards associated with Zoltan, and these can be 
found during Secondary Quest: A Dangerous Game: 


* The Isengrim Faoiltiama card js found in Zed's house (east-west thoroughfare 
in Glory Lane, north of Glory Gate) during the quest, or given as an optional 
reward by Zoltan at the end of the quest. 


* The John Natalis card is is either won from a man named Ravvy in the Golden 
Sturgeon Inn during the quest, or given as an optional reward by Zoltan at the 
end of the quest. 


‘* The Fringilla Vigo card ts either found snooping around upstairs in Caesar 
Blizen's house (south edge of Hierarch Square) during the quest, or given as 
an optional reward by Zoltan at the end of the quest. 

NOVIGRAD CITY: FARCORNERS 


ELIHAL THE GARMENT TRADER OF FARCORNERS 


Nearest Signpost: Tretogor Gate 


Specific Location: The riverside shop just southeast of the Signpost. 
Available Card: Random 


The elven charmer has more than the finest tailored attire about his person; play 
a game of Gwent and win another random card. 


NOVIGRAD: GRASSY KNOLL TERRITORY (WEST) 
SCOIA’TAEL TRADER OF NOVIGRAD FOREST 
Nearest Signpost: Lucian’s Windmill 


Specific Location: Northwest of the Signpost, on a raised 
forested hillock. 


Available Card: Esterad Thyssen [Gwent Quest: Big City Players), 
Ciritta Fiona Elen Rianno (Gwent Quest: Big City Players), 
Francesca Findabair: The Beautiful (Gwent Quest: Big City Players} 


‘band of roving Scoia'Tael lve in the forest east of Portside Gate, and you saved 
their merchant leader in the dim and distant past. Aside from a fine supply of 
glyphs and diagrams, the trader is the ultimate Gwent player in Gwent Quest: 

Big City Players. Win the Cirila card from him (as well as the Francesca card for 
completing the quest), but only after beating Vimme Vivaldi, Marquise Serenity, 
and Sigismund Dijkstra. if Sigismund Dijsktra is indisposed, face the trader to 
win the Esterad Thyssen card instead. 


NOVIGRAD: GRASSY KNOLL TERRITORY (EAST) 
THE INNKEEPER AT CUNNY OF THE GOOSE 


Nearest Signpost: Cunny of the Goose 

Specific Location: Inside the lakeside tavern. 

Available Cards (Price): Havekar Healer (20), Scorch (50), 
Impera Brigade Guard (20), Young Emissary (20), 
Francesca Findabair: Daisy of the Vatley (50) 

Available Card (Gwent game}: Random 


Head inside the questionably-named lakeside drinking establishment, and 
challenge the innkeep to a game of Gwent. He isn’t one of the Innkeepers you 
need to challenge in the Gwent Quest: Playing Innkeeps, so expect a random 
card if you beat him. You're here to buy cards too, 


NOVIGRAD: GUSTFIELDS TERRITORY (CENTER) 


THE ALCHEMIST AT THE CHAPEL 


Nearest Signpost: Oxenfurt Gate 

Specific Location: Inside the small chapel just north of the Signpost, 
outside Novigrad City 

Available Card: Random 


GWENT CARD 
COLLECTING 


Pretending to be an apothecary trader, this alchemist is on the look out for 
Eternal Fire zealots. After convincing him he's safe, feel free to play a round of 
Gwent for his card. 


THE INNKEEP AT SEVEN CATS INN 


Nearest Signpost: Seven Cats Inn 

Specific Location: Inside the Inn 

Available Cards (Price: Havekar Smuggler (10), Mahakaman Defender 
(20}, Decoy (20), impera Brigade Guard (20), Young Emissary (50) 

Available Card (Gwent game]: Random 


Aside from a choice tipple and succulent meats, the Innkeep at the Seven Cats 
Inn has five diferent Gwent cards for purchase, as well as a random card if you 
best her at a game. 


THALER THE ERSTWHILE SHOE PEDDLER 


Nearest Signpost: Hanged Man's Tree 
Specific Location: Outside the Troll Cave 
Available Card: Geralt of Rivia (Gwent Quest: Playing Thaler) 


Once you've finished Secondary Quest: A Deadly Plot, find Thaler in the trolls’ 
cave during A Deadly Plot and rescue him. You can play Gwent at the quest 
conclusion (either by talking to him, or waiting for him to move to the Seven Cats 
Inn or Nowhere Inn. Is Thaler indisposed? Then consider this card to be out of 
your reach 


THE GWENT PLAYERS OF VEGELBUD ESTATE 


Nearest Signpost: Vegelbud Residence 
Specific Location: In the formal gardens within the grounds of the estate 
(only during the quest} 


Available Cards (Gwent Gamel: Milva [Secondary Quest: A Matter of Life 
and Death), Vampire: Bruxa [Secondary Quest: A Matter of Life and 
Death), Dandelion (Secondary Quest: A Matter of Life and Death) 


There are three unique Gwent cards to be won, but only during Secondary 
Quest: A Matter of Life and Death. Visit the Vegelbud Estate with Triss Merigold 
and, during the masquerade ball, look for the Gwent table. This is your only 
opportunity to gather these cards: 


* Defeat the first player; the reckless Margrave Viadimir de Cret.to win the 
Milva card. 


* Defeat the first player, then Count Gomo Seeling to win the Vampire: Bruxa card. 


* Defeat the first and second players, and then the impressive Sir Marius Florin 
to win the Dandelion card. 
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THE ELVEN MERCHANT OF THE 
TRAVELING CIRCUS CAMP 


p Hos f 


Nearest Signpost: Carsten 
Specific Location: In the elven circus camp just northwest of Carster 
Available Cards (Price] [Number Available]: Gaunter 0’Dimm (20) 
{if not atready won), Emhyr var Emreis: Invader of the North (70), 
Foltest: Son of Medett (70), Gaunter 0’Dimm: Darkness (20), 


Havekar Healer* (50), Mahakaman Defender* (20) (3), 
Commander's Horn (10), Catapult* (50), Dol Blathanna Archer* (10), 
Siege Technician* (20), Barclay Els* (20), Dol Blathanna Scout* (10), 
Havekar Smuggler* [20), Vrihedd Brigade Veteran* (20) 

Available Card (Gwent game}: Schirru 


‘Someone almost obsessed about Gwent as you are is the elven merchant sitting 
near the fire-eater at the elven circus camp where you recruit Eveline during 
Hearts of Stone: Main Quest: Breaking and Entering. Make sure you visit him, as 
the first four listed cards are brand new, while the rest are duplicates to add to 
your collection. Challenge him to Gwent for his unique card. The cards marked 
“*" are only for sale if you didn't purchase them from Madame Serenity, the 
Innkeep at the Golden Sturgeon, or Olivier the Innkeep at The Kingfisher Inn (alt 
in Novigrad City); this is one of two places to buy them. 


NOVIGRAD: GUSTFIELDS TERRITORY (SOUTH) 


VERNON ROCHE THE TEMERIAN PARTISAN 


Nearest Signpost: Temerian Partisan Hideout 
Specific Location: By a campfire inside the hideout. 


Available Card: Saesenthessis (Gwent Quest: Old Pals} 


Northeast of Oxenturt in the rocky gorge where the Temerians hide and plan 
revenge for their slaughter, you can find your old friend Vernon Roche. You must 
have beaten Zoltan Chivay first, before Vernon can be asked for a game. 


THE HALFLING HERBALIST IN HIS HUT 


Nearest Signpost: Herbatist’s Hut 
Specific Location: Inside the hut 


Available Card: Random 


The Halfling with a passion for innovative gardening methods also fills his time 
with the hobby of Gwent. Challenge him for a random card. 


NOVIGRAD: GUSTFIELDS TERRITORY (NORTHWEST) 


Ty 


Nearest Signpost: Brunwich 
Specific Location: On the upper loft of the barn. 
Available Card: Cow 


THE COW IN THE BARN 


ideally during Hearts of Stone; Main Quest: Dead Man's Party, climb the ladder 
into the upper loft of the main barn building of Brunwich, and use your Witcher 
Senses to find a stray card lying on the wooden palettes near the barrels 

and sacks, 


Nearest Signpost: Brunwich 


A SMALL GAME OF GWENT 


Specific Location: In the grass within the walled village. 
Available Card: None 


During Hearts of Stone: Main Quest: Dead Man's Party, one of the activities you 
ccan undertake (as Viodimir) is challenging a group of halflings to a round of 
Gwent. The loser forfeits some cash and gains donkey's ears. Win, and receive 
crowns, but no card. 


Ty 


Nearest Signpost: Upper Mill 
Specific Location: By the windmill, near the Ofieri tent. 


THE OFIERI MERCHANT OF UPPER MILL 


Available Cards (Price): Francesca Findabair: Hope of the Aen Seidhe (70), 
Eredin Bréacc Glas: The Treacherous (60), Gaunter O'Dimm: 
Darkness (20) 


On the east side of Miller's Lake in the far northeast corner of Gustfields is an 
old mill (one of two in the vicinity). Look for the Signpost, speak to the Ofier! 
Merchant (whom you can start Race: A Swift as the Western Winds or Secondary 
Quest: From Ofier's Distant Shores). You're here for Gwent cards. Three of them. 


NOVIGRAD: SECOND CITY OF OXENFURT 


THE MERCHANT OF OXENFURT 


Nearest Signpost: Oxenturt Harbor 
Specific Location: The market square in the northern part of Oxenfurt — 


{west side} 
Available Card: Random 


Seek out the merchant selling to the wealthy townsfolk of Oxenfurt. Aside from 
the paint you can purchase for a troll in need, you can also challenge the trader 
to.a quick game of Gwent. 


THE JOURNEYMAN ARMORER OF OXENFURT 


Nearest Signpost: Novigrad Gate (Oxenfurt City] 


Specific Location: At the armorer’s shop, north market. 
Available Card: Random 


This armorer has a host of wares to sell, and can tinker for you, but he's also 
here to provide an opportunity to win a hand of Gwent. 


STJEPAN THE INNKEEP, AT THE ALCHEMY INN 


Nearest Signpost: Oxenfurt Harbor 
Specific Location: At the bar, inside the Alchemy inn 
Available Card [Price]: Dwarven Skirmisher (10), Mahakaman 

Defender (20), Vrihedd Brigade Veteran (20), Commander's Horn (10) 
Available Card (Gwent game}: Yennefer of Vengerberg 

(Gwent Quest: Playing innkeeps] 


While visiting Oxenfurt, be sure to head into the main watering hole and chat to the 
barkeep; a Gwent fan named Stjepan. Although he has cards to sell, the real prize 
is winning his Yennefer of Vengerberg card from him, to start the Gwent Quest: 
Playing Innkeeps. Olivier at the Kingfisher Inn in Novigrad is next! 


THE JOURNEYMAN BLACKSMITH OF OXENFURT 


Nearest Signpost: Western Gate 


Specific Location: On the balconled smithy, southeast Oxenfurt 
Available Card: Random 


Toiling over a hot anvil can be stressful; so this fellow likes to unwind with a 
quick game of Gwent, Oblige him for a random card, but only if you win! 


Wy 


Nearest Signpost: Oxenfurt Harbor 
Specitic Locatio 


HILBERT THE AUCTION BIDDER 


7 
Borsodi Auction House, during the Hearts of Stone — 


Main Quest: Open Sesame (Part 1) 
Available Card: Gaunter 0’Dimm (Hearts of Stone: Main Quest: 
Open Sesame [Part 11) 


When you visit the Borsodi Auction House in Oxenfurt for the first time during 
Hearts of Stone: Main Quest: Open Sesame (Part 1), spend time before the auction 
starts introducing yourself to Vimme Vivaldi's friends. One is a keen Gwent player 
named Hilbert who asks for a game. This is your only opportunity to win his card. 


Thy 


Nearest Signpost: Oxenfurt Harbor 
Specific Location: Shani’s Clinic, west Oxenfurt 
Available Card: Olgierd von Everec 


SHANI THE PHYSICIAN 


Ideally after Hearts of Stone: Secondary Quest: A Midnight Clear has been 
completed, feel tree to visit Shani back at her clinic in Oxenfurt, and play a round 
of Gwent with her, If she departs before you have a chance for a game, look for 
the card on an upstairs table 


ty 


Nearest Signpost: Oxenfurt Harbor 
Specific Location: The Alchemy Inn 
Available Card: Toad 


OLGIERD VON EVEREC, THE TORTURED SOUL 


Optimally after Hearts of Stone; Secondary Quest: A Midnight Clear has 
been completed, visit Olgierd von Everec at the Alchemy Inn, and after other 
conversations, settle down for a bout of Gwent with the fellow. If Olgierd is 
indisposed, you can claim the card on a bar table inside the Alchemy Inn, 


0g THE GWENTLEFOLK OF SKELLIGE 
ARD SKELLIG: KAER TROLDE (NORTH) 


ERMION THE DRUID OF KAER TROLDE 


Nearest Signpost: Bridge to Kaer Trotde* 

Specific Location: Grand Halt inside Kaer Trolde Keep* 
Available Card: Leshen (Gwent Quest: Gwent: Skellige Style) 
“Depending on your questing, Ermion may instead be at Gedyneith or the 


Druid’s Camp 


Read the Gwent notice on the board in Kaer Trolde Harbor, and visit Ermion; your 
first veteran Gwent player on Ard Skellig. Challenge him and win to secure the 
Leshen card, Crach an Craite is next! 


JARL CRACH AN CRAITE OF KAER TROLDE 


Nearest Signpost: Bridge to Kaer Trolde 

Specific Location: Battlements or inside Kaer Trotde keep. 
Available Card: Draug (Gwent Quest: Gwent: Skellige Style} 
* Depending on your questing, Crach may instead be at Gedyneith 


Atter beating Ermion 
the druid at a game of 
Gwent (find him in Kaer 
Trolde, at Gedyneith, or 
near the Druid's Camp 
depending on your 
questing), head to Kaer 
Trolde and challenge 
Crach himself. Win, 
and you secure another 
spectacular Gwent card! Sjusta the Tailor of Kaer Trolde is next! 


JARL “MADMAN” LUGOS OF KAER MUIRE 


Nearest Signpost: Bridge to Kaer Trolde* 
Specific Location: Grand hall inside Kaer Trolde Keep.* ” 


Available Cards: Vampire: Katakan (Gwent Quest: Gwent: Skellige Style), 
Emhyr var Emreis: The White Flame (Gwent Quest: Gwent: Skellige Style) 


*Depending on your questing, Lugos may be at Kaer Muire, or indisposed. 


Do guis shit off cliffs? Of course Lugos knows this game! Once you've beaten Ermion, 
Crach, Sjusta, and Gremist, you're ready for the most proficient player in all of Skellige! 
Win against him, and take his Katakan card, and the White Flame card for completing the 
‘quest. Is Lugos “indisposed”? Then try searching his bedroom at Kaer Muire for the card. 


THE JOURNEYMAN ARMORER OF KAER TROLDE 
Nearest Signpost: Bridge to Kaer Trolde 


Specific Location: In the north armory battlements across the bridge 
Available Card: Random 


Keen to know what has happened to a family member, but just as anxious to 
take you down in a game of Gwent; don't let that happen! 


THE JOURNEYMAN BLACKSMITH OF KAER TROLDE 


Nearest Signpost: Bridge to Kaer Trolde 
ic Location: In the north armory battlements across the bridge 
ble Card: Random 


Though he sometimes keeps odd hours (Meditate to midday if he isn’t speaking 
to you), the blacksmith sharing the battlements with the armorer is also a keen 
Gwent player. 


JONAS THE INNKEEP OF THE NEW PORT INN 


Nearest Signpost: Kaer Trolde Harbor 
Specific Location: New Port Inn, north of the Signpost, across from. 
the barbers. 


Available Card (Price): Earth Elemental (20), Eredin: Commander of the 
Red Riders (50), Scorch (50), Botchting (10) 
Available Card (Gwent game}: Random 


What smells so delicious? Cooked chicken and pork for sale, but the real 
prizes are four Gwent cards, and another it you challenge and beat Jonas in a 
‘Gwent bout. 


THE HERBALIST OF KAER TROLDE HARBOR 


Nearest Signpost: Kaer Trolde Harbor 
Specific Location: East of the Signpost 


Available Card: Random 


With a well-stocked shop, the Skelliger herbalist can also pass the time with you 
by challenging you to a round or two of Gwent 


SJUSTA THE TAILOR OF KAER TROLDE HARBOR 


Nearest Signpost: Kaer Trolde Harbor 


Specific Location: Tailor shop across from New Port Inn 
Available Card: Yaevinn (Gwent Quest: Gwent: Skellige Style) 


After beating both Ermion and Crach an Craite at Gwent, seek out this portly 
tailor in the lower harbor area of Kaer Trolde, Assuming you better him, you're 
rewarded with the Yaevinn card. Gremist is next! 
ARD SKELLIG: SHATTERED REACH 

THE AMATEUR BLACKSMITH OF ARINBJORN 


Nearest Signpost: Arinbjorn 


Specific Location: The smithy at the north end of the village. 
Available Card: Random 


Challenge this friend of Dandelion’s to a match and secure another random card 


for your collection. 807 


THE INNKEEP OF ARINBJORN ARD SKELLIG: OFRITHRDARL TERRITORY (SOUTH) 


Nearest Signpost: Arinbjorn THE AMATEUR BLACKSMITH OF FYRESDAL 


Specific Location: The tavern just north of the Signpost. ae 


Available Cards (Price): Thaler (20), Crone: Whispess (20), Fiend (20), 
Arachas (20) 
Avaitable Card (Gwent game): Random 


Nearest Signpost: Fyresdal 


Specific Location: Inside the smithy hut south of the Signpost. 
Available Card: Random 


‘Though you may have a little trouble with some hooligans when first entering An excellent selection of goods, and a game of Gwent are possible if you 
this establishment, the Innkeep at the back holds four great cards to buy, and chinwag with this one. 
another random one to win, 
THE MERCHANT OF FYRESDAL 
ARD SKELLIG: WILD SHORES 


Nearest Signpost: Fyresdal 


THE MERCHANT OF HOLMSTEIN’S PORT Specific Location: The merchant stall south of the Signpost, by the shore. 


Available Card: Random 


Nearest Signpost: Holmstein’s Port 
Specific Location: On the wooden dock; north of the Signpost. 
Available Card: Random 


Though his wares are less than impressive, it's still worth speaking to the 
merchant so you can challenge him to a Gwent bout 


Hides, a map, a variety of fish, and cotton. This trader also has a random Gwent ARD SKELLIG: FYRESDAL TERRITORY 
card on his person if you beat him at a game, 
THE MERCHANT OF KVALHEIM ISLE 

ARD SKELLIG: SNOW GIANT'S ARM 

Nearest Signpost: Palisade 2 

THE JOURNEYMAN ARMORER OF KAER MUIRE Specific Location: The Person in Distress to the south of Blandare, 

in the Unmarked location “Kvatheim Isle”. 
Nearest Signpost: Kaer Muire Available Card: Random 
Specific Location: Inside the grounds of the fortification. 
Available Card: Random If you rid Kvalheim Isle (actually the settlement on the west side of the lake), the 
Herbalist offers you goods and a game of Gwent afterward, 


“The sea provides,” so says this armorer. But you're willing to bet your Gwent 
prowess can provide more than just some rusty gauntlets and bleached diagrams, ARD SKELLIG: RANNVAIG TERRITORY 


THE JOURNEYMAN BLACKSMITH OF KAER MUIRE THE MERCHANT OF BLANDARE 
Nearest Signpost: Kaer Muire Nearest Signpost: Blandare 


Specific Location: Inside the fortification, by the Armorer. Specific Location: East of the Signpost, in the village. 
Available Card: Random Available Card: Random 


Clan Drummond are a morose lot, but this chap has a face like a slapped arse. The merchant in the middle of this settlement hasn't a great deal of wares to be 
Either talk more about his demeanor, look at his wares, or cheer him even more _thrilled about, but he's prepped his Gwent deck for your arrival. 
up by winning his Gwent card from him. 
ARD SKELLIG: MORSKOGEN FOREST TERRITORY 
ARD SKELLAG: OFRITHRDARL TERRITORY (NORTH) 
GREMIST THE CHEMIST, DRUID OF GEDYNEITH 


THE AMATEUR BLACKSMITH OF FAYRLUND 
Nearest Signpost: Gedyneith 

Specific Location: Usually in or around his cave, north of the Signpost. 
Available Card: Mysterious Elf (Gwent Quest: Gwent: Skettige Style) 


Nearest Signpost: Fayrlund 
Specific Location: Smithy just south of the Signpost. 
Available Card: Random 


Assuming you've completed his related quest (Secondary Quest: Practicum in 


Though the folks in this village are having a Leshen problem, one of the two Advanced Alchemy), you've started Gwent: Skellige Style, and taken cards from 
blacksmiths can distract himself from the terror by playing a round of Gwent, if Ermion, Crach an Craite, and Sjusta the Tailor, you can challenge Gremist to 
you're interested, card battle. 

THE MERCHANT OF FAYRLUND THE CONCERNED DRUID OF GEDYNEITH 


Nearest Signpost: Fayrlund Nearest Signpost: Gedyneith 


Specific Location: The cave on the western side of the ancient oak. 
Available Card (Price): lorveth (Secondary Quest: Shock Therapy) 


Specific Location: Merchant stall southeast of the Signpost. 
Available Card: Random 


With a fresh shipment of goods that's just arrived, you can peruse this fellow's Visit the concerned druid with a quest to give you, complete the quest by scaring 
‘wares, or challenge him and win a random card. druid Egill until his voice returns, and receive this exceptional card as a reward. 


AN SKELLIG 
THE AMATEUR BLACKSMITH OF URIALLA HARBOR 


Nearest Signpost: Urialla Harbor 


Specific Location: Smithy, just northwest of the Signpost. 
Avaitable Card: Random 


Whether you'd remove the strange tower from this island or not, the blacksmith 
In the village has a random card for you to win. 


THE AMATEUR ARMORER OF URIALLA HARBOR 


Nearest Signpost: Urialla Harbor 
Specific Location: Armorer’s Shop, southeast of the Signpost. 
Available Card: Random 


Seek a random card, and a good amount of equipment and diagrams from this 
armorer whose skill at Gwent is matched only by fine beard. 


THE INNKEEP OF URIALLA HARBOR 


Nearest Signpost: Urialta Harbor = 
Specific Location: Inside the tavern, eastern edge of the village 
Available Card (Price): Arachas (20), Werewolf (20}, Scorch (50), 

Elven Skirmisher (10] 
Available Card (Gwent game}: Random 


Come for the roasted meats, and stay for the five Gwent cards you can obtain 
from this friendly shopkeeper. Four are bought, and the (random) fifth card is won. 


HINDARSFJALL 
THE AMATEUR ARMORER OF LARVIK 
Nearest Signpost: Larvik 


Specific Location: On the mound just northwest of the Signpost. 
Available Card: Random 


‘Speak to this bearded fellow, and claim a random card if you best him in 
card combat. 


THE MERCHANT OF LARVIK 


Nearest Signpost: Larvik 
Specific Location: Outside the tavern, just north of the Signpost. 


Available Card: Random 


Standing outside on the narrow end of the tavern is a merchant with the usual 
array of Skellige goods. Pick apart his Gwent game for a random card. 


THE INNKEEP OF LARVIK 
Nearest Signpost: Larvik 


Specific Location; Inside the tavern, northeast of the Signpost. 
Available Card: Random 


This house of warriors (or “tavern” if you're from the Continent) has an innkeep 
who's ready to battle you in a more cerebral manner. 


THE AMATEUR BLACKSMITH OF LARVIK 


Nearest Signpost: Larvik 


Specific Location: Outside the smithy, on the eastern edge of the village. 
Available Card: Random 


Challenge this anvil-hammering fellow to a quick game of Gwent, and make off 
with his random card. 


FAROE 
THE INNKEEP OF HARVIKEN 


Nearest Signpost: Harviken 
Specific Location: In the tavern, down the path, southwest of the Signpost. 


Available Cards (Price): Nekker (10), Vampire: Fleder (50), Harpy (20), 
Ghout (10) 
Available Card (Gwent game}: Random 


Though you may have a thirst for gambling, check the Innkeep's stock of Gwent 
cards too and challenge the greasy-haired fellow to a round for his fifth (and 
random) card too. 


THE AMATEUR BLACKSMITH OF HARVIKEN 


Nearest Signpost: Harviken 
Specific Location: Down the path, southwest of the Signpost. 
Available Card: Random 


Though Hemdall watches over this island, he probably won't be giving this 
blacksmith any help when you beat him at Gwent. 
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HAMMOND THE SKELLIGER 


Nearest Signpost: Trottheim Z 

Specific Location: At the Shrine to Hemdall in the southeast bluffs of 
the island, 

Available Card: Nekker 


During Secondary Quest: Following the Thread, you are called upon to find and 
interrogate a burly Skelliger named Hammond. Find him in Faroe. He's a fighter, 
not a player; kill him and his cohorts, and loot the Nekker card from his corpse, 
SPIKEROOG 

THE INNKEEP OF SVORLAG 


Nearest Signpost: Svorlag 
Specific Location: Inside the tavern, south of the Signpost. 


Available Cards (Price): Ice Giant (10), Arachas (50), 
Vampire: Ekimmara (20), Foglet (10) 
Available Card (Gwent game}: Random 


Though there's some initial contusion over the type of entertainment this tavern 
offers, further chatting with the Innkeep reveals a quartet of cards to purchase, 
and a fifth (random) one to win. 


THE AMATEUR BLACKSMITH OF SVORLAG 


Nearest Signpost: Svortag 
Specific Location: The forge just east of the Signpost. 
Available Card: Random 


Face this smithy in Gwent combat and obtain yet another random card to add to 
your collection. Gotta Collect ‘em All! 


THE MERCHANT OF SVORLAG 


Nearest Signpost: Svorlag 


Specific Location: On the beach, standing under the open hut. 
Available Card: Random 


After mooring your boat, stroll along the harbor of Svorlag to find the merchant, 
and best him to gather another random card for your deck. 
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VEDETTE AND SANSRETOUR VALLEY 


THE INNKEEP AT THE SILVER SALAMANDER INN 


Nearest Signpost: The Silver Salamander Inn 
Specific Location: Inside the Inn, once the area is liberated. 


Available Cards: Over 20 random cards, marked with the @ symbol, in_ 
the list on page 782. 


This vendor has been scared off by around a dozen Bandits from the nearby Hanse, 
‘and this location is an Abandoned Site. Once you liberate it, feel free to purchase a 
variety of (random) cards from this innkeep. 


THE HERBALIST AT THE HERB STORE 
(CASTEL RAVELLO}) 


Nearest Signpost: Castel Ravello Vineyard 

Specific Location: Inside the Herb Store in the peasants’ quarter near 
the manor. 

Available Card: Clan Brokvar Archer 


This Herbalist has ingredients to purchase, but her real passion is playing a mean 
hand using the Nitfgaardian Empire deck. Find her behind the main mansion, in 
‘the peasants’ area, 


BARNABAS-BASIL FOULTY OF CORVO BIANCO 


Nearest Signpost: Corvo Bianco Vineyard 
Specific Location: Inside the Manor house, or standing outside. 
Available Card: None 


oaé 


Bamabas-Basil is in charge of the daily running of your deeded winery, and he's 
also a splendid fellow to practice Gwent with. Though no wagers are involved or 
cards awarded, you can request he plays with any of the five factions, at one of 
three skill levels for practice. 


THE BARBER AT TOURNEY GROUNDS 
Nearest Signpost: Tourney Grounds 


Specific Location: Barber's Tent. 
Available Card: Skellige Storm 


The only Barber in the land with a deck of Gwent cards (Skellige Clans, 
specifically), visit him for a trimming, but not a fleecing. 


THE INNKEEP AT TOURNEY TAVERN 


Nearest Signpost: Tourney Grounds 4 

Specific Location: The Tourney Tavern near the lake. < 

Available Card: War Longship, over 20 random cards, marked with the 
@ symbol, in the list on page 782 


You can challenge the Innkeep to show you her Scoia'tael deck. She also has a 
random assortment of cards trom the frst four factions, i you're in need of some 
Auick card-gathering of non-Skellige Clans cards. 


THE BLACKSMITH AT TOURNEY GROUNDS 


Nearest Signpost: Tourney Grounds 


Specific Location: Blacksmith’s Forge 
Available Card: Young Berserker 


‘Along the main thoroughfare is a raised area where the blacksmith is tending to 
his forge. He uses Skellige Clans; challenge him to win, 


THE ARMORER AT TOURNEY GROUNDS 


Nearest Signpost: Tourney Grounds 


Specific Location: Armorer’s Tent 
Available Card: Sketlige Storm 


Close to the Blacksmith, and within spitting distance of the main arena, is a man 
who likes his deck stacked with Nilfgaardian Empire cards. 


BARON PALERMIN DE LAUNFAL 


Nearest Signpost: Tourney Grounds | 

Specific Location: The Marksmanship Trial during Secondary Quest: 
The Warble of a Smitten Knight only 

Available Card: None 


Wile away the hours (iteraly; f you win you get a preferred time of day for your 
forthcoming marksmanship competition) during the aforementioned quest, when 
you strike up a conversation with Palmerin, 


SANSRETOUR MARSH 


THE INNKEEP AT COCKATRICE INN 


Nearest Signpost: The Cockatrice Inn 

Specific Location: Inside the Cockatrice Inn. ~ nat 

Available Card: Clan Drummond Shield Malden, over 20 random cards, 
marked with the @ symbol, in the list on page 782 


Though he has little gossip to impart, he is carrying a card you need to complete 
your Skellige Clans faction. He plays this deck, too, He also has a random 
assortment of cards to purchase, if you want to quickly bolster your first four 
faction decks, 


THE INNKEEP AT THE BARREL AND BUNG 


Nearest Signpost: Flovive 

Specific Location: inside the Barrel and Bung Inn. 

Available Card; Cerys, over 20 random cards, marked with the @ 
symbol, in the tist on page 782 


Challenge the Innkeep at this watering hole and claim one of the best Skellige 
Clans cards around. This Innkeep uses Northern Realms, She also carries over 20 
random cards from the first four factions to sell. 


THE PRISONER OF TOUSSAINT 


Nearest Signpost: Toussaint Prison 

Specific Location: Inside the jail, during Main Quest: Burtap i 
Stripe (Gwent Quest: Using Your Loaf*) only 

Available Card: None (Bread) 


if you've made some crucial decisions previously in the Main Quest, and end up 
spending time in Toussaint Prison, feel free to challenge the prisoner to Gwent. Win, 
and the jai's mouse goes hungry. 


BEAUCLAIR 


HIS EXCELLENCY THE AMBASSADOR OF THE 
EMPIRE OF NILFGAARD, MASTER VON HIMM 


Nearest Signpost: Nilfgaardian Embassy 
Specific Location: North of the Embassy, on the Pheasantry terrace, 


during Gwent Quest To Everything ~ Turn, Turn, Tournament; during 
the Tournament! only). 
Available Card: Tournament only 


The semi-finalist in the Gwent Tourrament of Beauclair is Master von Himm, who 
‘as you'd expect, uses the faction he himself is part of. 


COUNT MARTIN MONNIER 


Nearest Signpost: Nilfgaardian Embassy 
Specific Location: North of the Embassy, on the Pheasantry terrace. 
Available Cards: Sketlige Base Deck (Gwent Quest: To Everything ~ 


Turn, Turn, Tournament}; at the start of the quest), King Bran (Gwent 
Quest: To Everything ~ Turn, Turn, Tournament 
during the Tournament! 


Count Monnier is your main Gwent man in the Duchy of Toussaint, as he and his 
departed brother invented the Skellige Clans deck! He hands you a base deck at the 
start of the quest. King Bran can be won during the tournament, but only if you haven't 
won it from the Ducal Camerlengo. Monier uses Skellige Cans; what else? 


HAMAL OGN DANGBAHLI THE OFIERI MERCHANT 


Nearest Signpost: Nilfgaardian Embassy 

Specific Location: North of the Embassy, on the Pheasantry terrace, 
during Gwent Quest To Everything - Turn, Turn, Tournament!; during 
the Tournament! only). 

Available Card: Silver Sword: Blave 


Hamal brings out his Monster deck and makes a side bet at the start of the bout 
that you can agree or ignore; the winner gets a silver sword (lose, and it's the 
cone off your back!) 


THE INNKEEP AT THE PHEASANTRY 


Nearest Signpost: Nilfgaardian Embassy 

Specific Location: North of the Embassy, by the lake in Bebuclale. 

Available Card: Draig Bon-Dhu, over 20 random cards, marked with the 
@ symbol, in the list on page 782. 


‘The Gwent Tournament has an Innkeep who can be bettered to build up your deck 
beforehand. She uses the Monster faction. She also has a selection of over 20 
random cards from the first four decks if you wish to quickly improve these factions. 


YAKI RAFIBERG 


Nearest Signpost: Nil{gaardian Embassy 

Specific Location: North of the Embassy, on the Pheasantry terfSeei 
during Gwent Quest To Everything - Turn, Turn, Tournament!; during 
the Tournament! only) 

Available Card: None, only bragging rights 


This dwarf registers his displeasure at the inclusion of new faction with swearing 
and violence. After he's calmed down, face him after the final in the tournament 
His Monster deck is no pushover. 


THE HERBALIST AT THE PERFUMERY 


Nearest Signpost: Nilfgaardian Embassy 
Specific Location: Inside the Perfumery 
Available Card: Light Longship 


Though the sniffs and whiffs are more pronounced here than anywhere else in 
the city, you're here to extricate a card from a Herbalist who uses Skellige Clans 
to challenge you. 


THE CAMERLENGO AT THE DUCAL CAMERLENGO 


Nearest Signpost: The Gran’place 
Specific Location: Inside the Ducal Camertengo at the top of the 


cobblestone road near the main Palace Bridge in Beauclair; Knights. 
Dormant Square 
Available Card: King Bran 


if you didn't win King Bran during the Gwent Tournament quest, you can 
Challenge this fellow, who also pays you to help his Knights Errant. He uses a 
Nilfgaardian Empire deck 


PIERRE THE TAILOR AT THE TAILOR WORKSHOP 


Nearest Signpost: The Gran‘place 
Specific Location: inside the Tailor Workshop, close to the main Palace 


bridge in Beauclair. 
Available Card: Young Berserker 


Adept at sewing and withering put-downs, come to Pierre for more than some 
fancy attire; demolish his Nilfgaardian Empire deck while you're here, too! 


THE BANK CUSTOMER AT CLANFANELLI BANK 


Nearest Signpost: The Gran’place 
Specific Location: Inside the Clanfanelli Bank, during Secondary Ques 


Paperchase only. 
Available Card: Wager only 


When spending an inordinate amount of time securing some funds from 
Beauclair's bank, be sure to agree to pass the time playing Gwent with a 
fellow customer. 


THE INNKEEP AT THE ADDER AND JEWELS WINERY 


Nearest Signpost: The Gran’place a 
Specific Location: Inside The Adder and Jewels Winery [Somelier) 
Available Card: Olaf 


GWENT CARD 
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A key Skellige Clans card is on offer if you can beat the Vintner at this place, 
which is under the main thoroughfare down from The Gran'place, He uses the 
Skellige Clans deck 


THE ARMORER AT BEAUCLAIR ARMORY 


Nearest Signpost: Nilfgaardian Embassy 


Specific Location: Inside the Armory. 
Available Card: Kambi (Rooster} 


A skilled molder of metal, and also a big fan of the Northern Realms deck, 
this Armorer gives up a strange Rooster card if you beat him, Note the nearby 
Blacksmith (next door) doesn't have a card for you. 


THE MERCHANT AT DUPONT & SONS 


Nearest Signpost: Metinna Gate 

Specific Location: Inside Dupont & Sons Emporium of Diverse 
Merchandise 

Available Card: Clan Dimun Pirate 


Perhaps you're here to purchase some art for your Corvo Blanco walls? But don't 
leave here without challenging the merchant to bettering his Monster deck. 


THE HERBALIST AT THE HERB STORE OF BEAUCLAIR "= 


Nearest Signpost: Metinna Gate 


Specific Location: Inside the Herb Store northwest of the gate. 
Available Card: Mushroom 


Though there isn't “mushroom” inside the herbalist’s store, this skilled player 
and fan of the Skellige Cians deck can part with more than alchemy ingredients, 


THE BUTCHER OF BEAUCLAIR PORT 


Nearest Signpost: Beauctair Port 


Specific Location: West of The Belles of Beauclair. 
Ayaltable Card: Skeilige Storm 


The Butcher's is in an alley off the main square where Beauclair's brothel Is 
located. Challenge the Butcher to better his Skellige Clans deck. 


an 


812 


(() THE MADAME OF THE BELLES OF BEAUCLAIR — CAROBERTA WOODS 
©©@ tne armorer OF FRANCOLLARTS 


Workshop. 


Work your way through the bevy of strumpets to reach the madame herself: “ ana id Maiden 
There's time for some show-and-tell before agreeing to challenge her 
Scoia’tael deck. When visiting the village of Francollarts in Caroberta Woods Territory, pay this 


Armorer a visit. He uses the Northern Realms deck. 
GORGON FOOTHILLS 
(© THE INNKEEP OF THE SCARLET CARDINAL INN 
(© @ the innkeer oF THE RUDDY BRUSH AUBERGE 


post: Fox Hollow 
ecific Locatio the the R 


Available Cards: 0 ndom 


the list on page 782 


Favoring the Nilfgaardian Empire deck, this Inkeep can be challenged and 


The village of Fox Hollow in northwest Gorgon Foothills is overrun by bandits. beaten, securing one of the many Skellige Clan cards you need to bolster your 
Remove these threats, and this Abandoned Site returns to a thriving hamlet, deck. If you need to increase the potency of your first four faction decks, seek 
Complete with a tavern, and an innkeep more than willing to sell you his ‘out her (random) collection of cards to purchase, too. 


(random) Gwent card collection. 


GWENT: COMPLETE CARD PLAYER LIST 
The following chart reveals the specific location of each Gwent vendor or player, segmented by type (Vendor, Specific Player, or Random Player), in case 
you quickly need to find someone to play a round of Gwent with 


NAME OF CARD HOLDER PROVINCE (TERRITORY NEAREST SIGNPOST RELATED QUEST POWERFUL CARD 


GWENT VENOORS (29) 


‘Decoy, Ctaput, Bue Stripes Commando, Cini Reavers Dragon Hunter, Foes: Lord 


|operates ery ge Crt amt Cec wa OS. Cun Bt 

[tan enact cea aca ike Get st Cc on | EY, BS Conn. Civ ane Fos a oon 
x ch ge We Cows Feet) | ows Pech Ct ut Cleon | eran Fe can, pa gn GN Cava RA 

Tw Oartumae of Cows Pech | en Cows Pc, [ws Porn Coat Ost Cae‘ A| cy, Nae ay er Bn Stipe Cammarata 

Yahoo atten atte Gorade | ele Msp) (mate Coss |v Ont amet wn a | Omens an. Sa Ean pr Bi Gar. aoa Cy Err 
seaastinanae Daceeten es, lisiman Gris cn | gy i ABB AWE BR ary Cay ena 
To Macatee cn a Cet st Caco A | rig ty, Cr anes Orage er ie ties Cormac, Maen 
The Mra of yh Wen Te Mr Cayweh Comet Ost Coe‘ A |Back try Ache, ti aoe roe Her, uta, Sens 

‘Marquise Serenity at Passifioms Nowigrad City (Gikdort) St Gregory's Bnage ‘Gwent Quest: Collect ‘em All Mahakaman Defender", Commander's Horn, Catapult", Oot Biathanna Archer"* | 

| ‘The Innkeep of The Golden Sturgeon Novigrad City (Sitverton) Herarch Square ‘Gwent Quest: Collect ‘em All | Dal Blathanna Scout", Silage Technician”, Mahakaman Detender**, Barclay Ets** 

| Olivier the Innikeep at The Kingfisher Inn \Novigrad City (Mierarch Square) Hierarch Square Gwent Quest: Cottect ‘em All | Mahakaman Defender", Havekar Smuggler”, VWrihedd Brignde Veteran**, Havekar Healor** 
Trio Cumyote Get [vrai Koa |CmytteGome | wer Oost Coat wm | Snr, pr Bote Gr, un Ener, Fcc Far Of ay 

{Te tnkaop at Saven Cats nn Nowigrad (Gusthelds) ‘Seven Cats inn Gwent Quest: Collect 'een All Havekar Smuggir, Mahakaman Oetender, Dacoy, inpera Brigade Guard. Young Emissary. 

Gate ron a ay wo, ty var Ende ole rats Sn 

WEF Tre Bren Merchant of Tavetng | Nonerad Gute) Saas eeiecased of Medel, Garter O'Dinm Danes (2), Haveka Healer, Mahuhaman elender (3, 


Commanders Hoe, Catapult, Oot Bathanna Archer, Siege Tectnicin"™, Bacay Els, Oot 


pest cae hee Blathana Scout™, Havekar Smuggler. Vive Brigade Veteran” 


iviw omacaatpeua |ewreaianaas Poors mt Oct Gat wm | RES Fre Hf a Sh, En ra: he Ti a | 
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joss ior wow Poh ae | Soh tart ——_—_—| Gm utc At Et mrad ng of Wr. ech, Satig 

Te eta om Sigs S86 | Gost Ctcen | Tal: Coe Wes Fre Anca 

The nko of ra Hator Satie. Aa Statg rat rer Girt Ouest Cece Al | ractas, Weewol, Scar, Even Skrsher | 
| The innkeep of Harviken ‘Snatlige: Farve Harviken Gwent Quest: Collect ‘em All | Nekker, Vampire: Fleder, Harpy, Ghoul | 
| enka of Sr Stele: Spheroog Seaag Coen Quest Collec em A | ce Gant Arachas, agi: imma, Foglet 

| Te keep at The Sve Salamanderinn | Toussaint ede Vatey | The Ser Slarander in| Gwent Quest: Ctecem AB | oye 20 random cards, marked wih ho ) symbol assed on pages 782794 

[wn Taaabe es wy nam oe | SESE Ton nnn cmt vn owe a ou T2-7H 

[Te trkep at the Cacatin nn Tousen Sarto Marsh |Cokatrce |Sttmpewraret°*° | owe 20 random cart, uke with he () sybase on ages 782-794, 
AEG =a os Ses Cm Famer ml a i rb dp 2 

The lankep at The Pheasant in Toussaint: Beaucae Natgaardan Embassy Sees cre Ne Fea | ver 20 random cards, marked withthe () sy as ted on ages 782-704 


‘Mushroom, Crach an Crate, Hjsimar, Madman Lagos, Blusboy Lugs, Clan An Gale Warior 
Gornt Quest: To Everything - | (9), War Longship (2), Can Grover Archer (2), Holger Blackhand, Oonaran ind, yk, 
Tian, Turn, Tourament! | Svamrige, erserkax. Clan Tordartoch Armorsmih, Glan Heymaey Ska, Light Longship (2, 
(lan Drummond Shieldmaien, Bina Bran, Young Berserker 


‘Count Monner at The Pheasany in Toussaint: Beaucae itgoardian Embassy 


The nokeop of the Rudy Brush Auberge 


|The koe of The Scat Carina ian 


Toussaint Gorgon Foothis 


Toussaint: Caroberta Woods, 


Featollow 


Francotarts 


“Available from Bram if Elsa departs for Novigrad once you start Velen-related questing 
“Card available only if not purchased already: this has two locations to buy 


NAME OF 


| ner Gert, Sco o ate rs 


Ntgaardin Nobleman 
Royal Palace in Vicia) 


| The Bloody Baron, Pitip Stenger 
| (Crows Per) 


kee at he fat he Cssods 
| ‘The Old Sage of Benek 
Vady ie Card Pred Wao 
he Bonbon 


Lambert the Witcher Nowhere in, Saven Cats, 
In, or Kaer Meher) 


Marque Srenty at Pastors 
errr Tt he Get Payer Pasa) 

| Mata Sata to Gent Payer Pastor) 
| Finneas the Gwent Player (Passifiora) 

| co yen he Get Payer Passa 


the Batnhouse 


Silsmund Dykstra 
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MERCHANTS OF THE NORTHERN REALMS 


OVERVIEW 
Whether you're wanting 
‘to make some quick 
‘crowns or have a 
particular alchemic 
ingredient you're 
craving, finding one of 
the over 200 merchants 
scattered across the 
Northem Realms and 
the Duchy of Toussaint 
can be a tricky proposition. Until now! The following table reveals the location, 
and many other pertinent details, of every single Merchant from White Orchard to 
Beauclair and beyond! The information on this chart is meant to be a good starting 
point for finding the wares you seek. As you play through the game, the inventory 
and available coin for some merchants will fluctuate. Here's how to read the table: 


Merchant Icon: This shows the icon the vendor Is likely to display on your World 
Map, as well as in this guide's Atlas, and reveals the type of crafting the vendor 
is able to provide to you, from the following list: 


Olden % Brothel 
(Alchemists and Herbalists) © tonkeep 
© Armorer ® Loans 
© Bank © tailor 
© Barber © Merchants 
© Blacksmith © Wandering Merchants. 


Name and Type: If the merchant has a name or distinguishing characteristic, 
It Is listed along with his or her type, For Armorers and Blacksmiths, this also 
indicates their rank Amateur (“A”), Journeyman ("J"), Master (“M”), 

and Grand Master ("GM"), 


Nearest Signpost: This reveals the closest Signpost to the vendor's location. 
Specific Location: This details the precise spot where the vendor \s likely to be. 


Money Rating: This reveals how wealthy the vendor is, which is helpful when 
selling to them. As a Merchant has a random amount of crowns on thelr person, 
an exact total is not available, Instead, a Money Rating is calculated, as follows: 


Roach Items: (Rank * to * * * * %) Indicates equestrian equipment 
(Saddlebags, Harnesses, and the like) you can purchase for Roach. 


Repair kits: Indicates whether the vendor sells Amateur (*A"), Journeyman ("J") 
or Master level (°M”) repair kits. Armorers sell Armor Repair Kits. Blacksmiths 
sell Weapon Repair Kits. 


‘Armor: (Rank to % % % % %) Indicates the propensity for this vendor to sell Armor, and 
the variety. The higher the rank, the greater the equipment. 


‘Weapons: (Rank * to # # # # #) indicates the propensity for this vendor to sell 
Weapons (mainly swords and crossbows), and the variety. The higher the rank, the 
greater the equipment. 


‘Common Items: (Rank * to % # % % %) Indicates the propensity for this vendor to 
sell items deemed “Common”, such as torches, 


‘Quest Items: (Name) indicates whether this vendor has an item required for a quest. 


Upgrades: (Rank * to * % # % ) Indicates whether this vendor sells items deemed 
“Upgrades”, such as Runestones and Glyphs. The higher the rank, the greater the 
amount of ths item. 


Junk: (Rank % to #  ## #) Indicates whether this vendor sells tems deemed 
Junk”, such as animal hides. The higher the rank, the greater the amount ofthis item, 


Crafting Components: (Rank * to * * % % %) indicates whether this vendor sells 
items deemed “Crafting Components”, used for your crafting. The higher the rank, the 
greater the amount of this item. 


Crafting Diagrams: (Rank # to # # # +) Indicates whether this vendor sells items 
deemed "Crafting Diagrams”, which you can decipher and construct. The higher the 
rank, the greater the amount of tis item. 


‘Alchemy Formulae: (Rank * to % % # # %) indicates whether this vendor sells 
items deemed “Alchemy Formulae”, such as Decoctions. The higher the rank, the 
greater the amount of this item, 


‘Alchemy Ingredients: (Rank #* to # # #  #) Indicates whether this vendor sells 
items deemed “Alchemy Ingredients”, such as Homwort, which you can use in crafting. 
The higher the rank, the greater the amount of this item 


Gwent Cards (For Sale): (, and Number) This person sells Gwent cards (the 
numiber is shown in parentheses), Buy these atthe earliest opportunity, In addition, all 
ofthe Innkeepers in Toussaint sella random number of Gwent cards, which changes 
throughout the game. 

Gwent Card (Player): (#): Indicates whether the merchant is a Gwent player or not 
Note that a few Gwent players may only become available once a Gwent quest is under 
way. Also note that occasionally, Gwent Players may be available, but not hand you a 
card if bettered; these aren't listed. 


Food and Drink: ( *): Indicates whether this person sells Food and Drink, 

for sustenance. 

Books: (%): Indicates whether books (for Lore reading) are available from this person. 
‘Numbered Footnotes: Items of Note: When purchasing from certain vendors, some 
of the more valuable or interesting items are mentioned here. These include crafting 


‘components listed as Relics, Gwent Cards, Armor and Swords, special equestrian 
equipment for Roach, and specific armor and weapons you can purchase as a set 
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(see page 147). 


Complete Main Quest: A Poet Under Pressure 


we The Enemy of My Enemy 


Use the Axil Sign to force one 
‘opponent to kil another. Do 
‘this 20 times, 


read this before you get too far into your adventure} 
‘Also, Letho of Gulet is not needed. 


Ds erp soy nce 


‘opponent to kill another. Do this 20 times. This 
Sou oosurs ares gts wa rep o 
ener as Ghouls, or 


[sad he'll quickly dispose of the 
weakened enemy. 


NO 


Bronze 


(QUESTA 
} 
~~ A Friend in Need Find and free Dandelion, | a 0) Yes Bronze aa 
| ‘Help Yennefer extract | 
& Necromancer information from a dead ——_| Complete Main Quest: Nameless (see page 222). ves Bronze | 
man's 
Find the Baron's family | Complete Main Quest: Family Maters 
Family Counselor (compte the story YES Bronze 15 
ra My apres (s2e page 159) 
a Something More Find Ci, [eared verti d dnd ves Bronze 15 
Visit Ti nd Lia and convince | Complete Main Quest: Through Time and Space 
G6 cigeabge Go'ols to betray Eredin (see page 264) ves Bronze ee 
| 
A The King is Dead Defeat Eredin, Complete Main Quest: On Thin ice (see page 272) YES Siver || 
} Passed the Trial aes gore. eee to ware on Eas Om ea ee No Bronze 15 
Finish the game on the Blood | 
} Ran the Gauntlet and Broken Bones!” o “Death | irish ne Game on Hora Blood and Broken No Silver 0 | 
{ March!” difficulty levels 
Walked the Path been aoa Finish the game on Hard (Death March’) dificuly No Gold 6 | 
| Geral: The Professional | Complete at [ern iigherhthorntorl th padi td No Bronze 15 
t Complete the Can an Crate Quests 
Complete the subplot about . 
Kingmaker ‘on page 226, Tis reward occurs after ves Bronze 15 
ww choosing Skaige's new rer. | yet cat eeonpleted 
Ss Assassin of Kings pe ertrcie essen | Ovens Sasa Dent Pomorie Yes nae 18 
Compe a of Koa Wet ess, begining 
Compete Kaa Metz stryine | on age 17. Ths ear oc 
hs Friends With Benents | Complete Kira Me peta ves Bronze 15 
| Consult Secondary Quest: Brothers in Arms 
| 244 an complete te necessary tps 
| Bring all possible allies to Kaer | (Se Page 
| shown. Be aware that previous questing decisions 
| Y Full Crow Moron ote att agaist | ivence te alles you can gat spor 50 ves Bronze 15 


Kill 10 opponents by knocking them off somewhere 


in each of the four Mutagen slots. 


RAO reper by knoctieg| igh wit te ard Sin, Cons enemies to it by | 
Humpty Dumpty them off somewhere high with No Bronze (Cag 
| ry [eyo i its beckoning nem up, and 
| See ee, 
swamp gas. Blow up e 
| feisty ‘on wild bee-hives when a foe is near. Remember 
Environmentally Re onttrmont ecaries 
we to badly wound the foe first, so the environmental No Bronze 15 
tts include swamp gas, insects, | atack kis them. Its easiest to retum to areas 
| ota environmental effects appear 
| such as Crookback Bog swamp. 
Make 10 successful Perform 10 effective counterattacks in a row without | 
os Kaor Morhen Trained | counterattacks in a row __| getting hit o parying. Choose foes that are easy to No Bronze 15 
Is without getting hit or parrying. | parry, such as human Bandits. 
Weaker group fights with Nekkers, Ghouls, humans, 
ar § opponents dumm one | or Drowners is encouraged. Leam how to use 
: |dodge/roll/counter techniques to aid you. Select 
yet ee ee taking any damage (except | siower enemies (or slow them down with Yrden). WO Bronze 15 
toxicity) and without using | ajso, throwing bombs may help to reduce enemy 
oe ‘count quickly, as you close from a distance. | 
louie Se bre proccss Pas This achieved using pp bing to the | 
That Is the ‘Dragon's Dream bomb using using Igni 
we Braet ng. tung eet Oo enemy wih any gn Sign tack and once they ae No Bronze 18 
(Getto character Level 28 to unlock all the Mutagen 
Mutant Fil all mutagen slots slots in the Character Menu, then place any Mutagen No Bronze 15 


Ww Dendrologist 


Acquire all the Abilities in 
lone tree. 


& Butcher of Blaviken 


Kill 5 enemies in under 


Silver 


10 seconds. wi 
Kill 3 b= ants in one fight 
Using 3 diferent methods 
fe Triple Threat Pood det ele pent YES Bronze 16 
‘bombs, crossbow, Signs). 
Defeat Ola, the Skelige champion of unarmed 
Defeat Oat, the Skelige 
Brawler combat. Ths isthe last fight of Fists of Fury: No siver 30 
& | champion of unarmed combat. Skellige (see page 498) 
This involves coating your sword with any poison, 
| Make an opponent sutter {te aftacking and quick using loi. A good choice 
| from bleeding, poisoning, and 
| ie Overkill ‘burning simultaneously. Do NO Silver 30 
| this 10 times. fest } 
| and Poisoned Blades (adds to the poisoning chance). i 
Remember you can am aionataly of manual 
Kill 50 human and nonhuman | Humans, eves, dwarves, and halfiogs are ll fait 
€@> |v atsman [prety stinger | na hr a ee wo Bronae 15 
| the head with a crossbow bott. 
| crossbow. Use bombs, Axi, or Yrden to slow or stop 
foes in ther tracks, $o your aiming is easier. 
‘Aitack, counter, cast a Sign, | Attack, counter, cast a Sign and throw a bomb (in 
What Was That? and throw a bomb (in any "| any order) in under 4 seconds, Practice, ideally on ves Bronze 15 
order) in under 4 seconds. | human or low-level monster opponents 
Read through the Contract quests section of this 
Kil manstos you have a 
Contract on without using 
th Even Odds ee ee lavage ole, | Cor No silver 30 
or bombs. 
Acquire al Gwent cards J Complete Gwent Quest: Collect ‘em All 
K Card Collector available in the base version of | (see page 486). The Gwent Card Appendix details 
the game where al the cards are located (see page 782). 
Defeat Tybalt and win the 
A Gwent Master ent Gammon hed at tne {comple Secnodry Quest: High Stakes Fi ais # 
Passifiora bee 
dl 
; Collect 12 potion formulae (rom merchants or by 
Y Let's Cook! ‘Leam 12 potion formulae. Tooting random chests). Bronze 15 
Collect the formulae for | Collect six bomb formulae from merchants or by 
wr Bombardier ‘itferent bomb types. looting random chests), Bronze 1 
| Simply gather these as you search cations 
throughout your adventure, and c in your 
Send Bookworm Read 30 books, joumals, OF inventory! Visit Marcus TK: to start your NO Bronze 15 
book collecting (the Books and Scrolls merchant in 
| Hierarch Square, Novigrad). 
Find and equip all the ‘Complete one of the Scavenger Hunts (Viper, Giffin 
E Armed and Dangerous | elements of one set of Cat, and Bear Schools), which are detailed starting No Silver 30 
Witcher Gear. ‘on page 577. 
| Each Place of Power is retated to one of the fve 
Have all possible Place of t 
+ Power Overwhelming | Power bonuses active at the NO Bronze 15 
same time, 
| Complete all fistfighting 
@ Brawl Master {quests in Velen, Skelige, No Bronze 18 
and Novigrad. 
Win al horse and boat The Great rasmue Vgobud Moria Day 
all at races in 
® Liens wtivloina! the game (page 501): The Heroes’ Pursuits: Fayrtund, Fyresdal, No oe) ug 
| kao Tolde, and For the Goddess’ Glory! (page 503) 
This is self-explanatory; consult this guide's Atlas 
cos) Globetrotter Discover 100 Fast-Travel points. |#*JOcalions of cal No Bronze 15 


. Simply continue to acre experience pints by 
Munchkin ‘Reach character development | completing quests and other activities. Consult NO Gold 65 
‘Level 35. ‘the Level chart on page 60 of the Training for the 
amount of experience points needed. 
| [Every Monster Nest is 
€ Fire in the Hole Destroy 10 Monster Nests | guide's Alla. Simply lok for any Monster Nest No Bronze 5 
fear you, and bring a good selection of bombs! 
| Beat an opponent in fist Fists of Fury Quest information begins on | 496. 
wy Fist of the South Star fighting without taking damage | Choose the least-competent opponent (in Velen) so NO Bronze 15 
(excluding toxicity damage). | the fight goes your way mast easily. 


ACHIEVEMENTS. 
‘AND TROPHIES 


sa 


826 


‘Complete Contract: Shrieker (see page 515). Yes Bronze 15 
‘Complete Contract: The Mystery of the Byway 

‘Murders (see page 511). YES Bronze 15 
Complete Secondary Quest: Inthe Heart ofthe 

Woods (see page 413) Ne a a8 
Complete Contract: Missing Son (see page 530), Yes Bronze 1 
‘Complete Contract: Doors Slamming Shut 

eenpeon Son, mg YES Bronze 15 
Complete Contract: An Elusive Thief (see page 523). Yes Bronze 15 


the guide Atlas forthe location of al Nests, 

‘and don't forget to bring bombs! has fewer 

Nests (four on Ard Skelig, one on An Skelig), but 
are harder to find and reach. 


{Kill the Toad Prince during Hearts of Stone: 
‘Main Quest: Evil's Soft First Touches (see page 286). 


There are ten activities to participate in, and all are 
Quest: 


Lot tho Good Times Rom |Fartcloata alte activites | eerenced during Hearts of Sone: Main Yes Bronze 35 
Z Dead Man's Party (see page 289). 
Buy all the items put on There are three items in question, and are all 
the block atthe Borsods Hearts of Stone: Main Quest: ves Bronze 35 
Auction House. Open Sesame (Part 1) (see page 294). 
. There are nightmares to recreate, and all are 
Recreate al of ii rightmares | referenced during Hears of Stone: Main ves Bonzo 36 
E Scenes from a Marriage (see page 302). 
[ieee UT areas Ecce an aeneees 
a Marriage (see ), and provoke 
you atthe same te and |six“Etereal nightmares nto attacking you ©. cas ig 
defeat them. ‘them before you kill the first one. 
Finish the "Hearts of Stone" | Complete Hearts of Stone: Main Quest: Whatever 8 ane RF 


Can Quit Anytime | Want 


|Man Soweth.... (see page 309). 


Purchase the Acquired Tolerance ability in the 
‘Achemy Tree (see page 70), and then pick 
‘seven potions or decoctions with the least amount 


Bronze 


35 


Retum to Sender 


the 
Purchase the Arrow Deflection ability in the Combat 
Tree (see page 63), and defend an archer 
just before the arrow strikes, Choose 


‘Camps due to the frequency of archers. 


ie 


Defeat all the fallen knights 
and loot their campsites. 


‘Consult the Atlas chapter, Gustfields territory (see 
‘page 652), and look at each area of Gustfields to find 


35 


Bronze 


Win a round of Gwent with a 
total strength of at least 187. 


Bronze 


The village of Btandare (Ard Skellig) or Martin 
Feuille's Farmstead (Gustfields) has a good number 


for at least 10 seconds. 


‘of Benek) are both good choices. 


| SBF | Moo-rderer all 20 cows of cows to slaughter. Beware of the Bovine Defense Yes Bronze 35 
= Force (a Chort that appears if you slay too many 
cows at once) 
; ‘The mountain Slope below Distilery (Ard Skeligh, or 
Vv Rad Steez, Bro! Siide downhill uninterrupted | the hit slope close to the Temple of Lilvani (northeast YES Bronze 35 


a 


‘crossbow bolt. 


shooting any that are frozen. using a crossbow. 


David and Golyat 


il Golyat with a crossbow 


During Main Quest: Envoys, Wineboys (see page 
316), when fighting Golyat, shoot a crossbow into 


ba 
GE 
TOTAL (13) as 
BLOOD AND WIN ge 
|QUESTERELATED (@) (i §2 
fog The Witcher's Travel to the Duchy flea inca alpeeter ‘a Tie 
| Gone South of Toussaint. undertaken for easy access into this realm. 
Be decorated with the Order of | Complete Main Quest: Pomp and Strange 
& Past deton bay Vitis Viniera, Circumstance (see page 354) ~ Le cd 
i King ofthe Clink Serve time in Toussaint ee eee ene No Bronze 35 
Finish all three tournament tials (marksmanship, 
Obtain a flawless victory in all 
GR |aroicrroRememver |ineconpettions dunng ine | En. Coast Soesay Que te Wate te No Bronze 35 
knights" tourney. ‘Smitten Knight for more information (see page 443). 
ra Embodiment of the Be given Aerondight by the | Complete Secondary Quest: There Can Be Only One No pas 8 
‘As. | Five Virtues Lady of the Lake. (see page 460). 
stor | Complete Secondary Quest No Place Like Home, 
. Use all available options for 
Bf. | Paving House teva ano Bere.” [04cm ere nd ase Corvo Bianco No Bronze 35 3 
Complete all five Scavenger Hunts: Grandmaster 
Feli 606) riff 
99%: |rumestvey sone | fed randmaste darams |Pepe 0) ranma Woven e page Wo bronze 50 
ss 608), Grandmaster Ursine (see page 610), and 
Grandmaster Manticore (see page 61 1). 
. Collect all the cards in the Complete Gwent Quest: Never Fear, Skellige's Here 
© {Have a Gwent Problem | Sobel the ee oe No Bronze 50 ( 
| wy a Help unite the warring 
ie |e Gras |oyras and have wine {Obes Secondary Quest Wine Ware ves bronze 35 
vy sa ‘named in your honor, pag 
“OTHER (4) 
‘Wear a complete set of Grandmaster Witcher gear 
‘Unlock the bonus for equipping * 
& Dressed to Kill all the Witcher Gear elements | “om ie Feline, Grif, WoWen, Hsing” Mewcore No Bronze 35 
[ales Hunts (starting on page 604) for more details = 
‘Complete Secondary Quest: Tum and Face the 
E Strange (see page 476),and begin to unlock 
@H) | Woanon-w Dera reef, ‘Mutagens from the new menu in the Character Panel i Bronze bod 
(see Training, starting on page 22), 
Gk Tis 1 easily achieved by Using a Northern Wind 
| x Hasta la Vista™ ‘ila frozen opponent with & | yom (preferably against a human foe, then Yes Bronze 50 


boltto his eye, 


the giant's eye before slaying it. 


A WITCHERS TOOLSSINTRODU 


TION TO THE ONLINE INVENTORY 


‘As the sheer number of items you can find (or create) on your travels numbers into the thousands, this streamlined section delves into each individual item type, and 
(where appropriate) plucks out the very finest, or recommended variants, so you can aim to equip it to bolster both your prowess and progress. 


For those requiring an exhaustive, overwhelming, and utterly complete list of every single inventory element you can interact with, utilize the searchable online 
eGuide component of this book (free with purchase). It provides updated statistical knowledge of every single item available to you. It allows you to view every type 
‘of weapon, diagram, crafting material, and all other items you may come across on your travels. It is useful for comparing statistics between multiple weapons of the 
‘same type (for example), and includes all items from the Hearts of Stone and Blood and Wine Expansions. 


The online Inventory chapter provide copious additional information: Examples include the disassembled components each weapon can be broken down into, the 
‘umber of upgrade slots, the usual prices you can sell items for, and a host of other helpful data, including a hint from the venerable Witcher Vesemir! You are 
encouraged to view all the Inventory tables as part of your free eGuide. The following charts and tables are available whenever you wish to access them: 


ITEM DATA 

There are over 2,500 individual “base” items 

that you can find during your explorations. 

These are divided into Type (for example, masks, 
miscellaneous items, Gwent cards, crafting 
‘schematics, recipes, junk, armor, oil, or edibles). The 
online chart lists them all, along with statistical data. 
Unless otherwise stated, these items are randomly 
found of purchased, and some items (such as masks 
worn by party-goers) may not be accessible to you. 


SHOPS: AVAILABLE ITEMS. 

‘Are you wanting to know exactly what each 
‘merchant, armorer, blacksmith, or other trader has 
in stock? Then consult this chart, which details 
every single item a merchant is likely to have on 
hand, The chances of a merchant having an item is 
also listed, 


SHOPS: ITEM LOCATIONS 

This chart lists all items merchants carry, and the 
individual merchants you can visit to buy each item 
from, All told, and including duplicate or similar 
items, there are over 3,000 items you can purchase 
from vendors across these lands, 


ALCHEMY 

There are over 120 alchemic components you 

can find or break down, and all are used in the 
making of oils, bombs, and potions. The online chart 
provides a price, weight, rarity rating, as well as 
tecipe requirements for every single component: 
Minerals, Alcohols, Monster Remains, Substances, 
‘and Mutagen Color Changes. 


ARMOR 

‘There are over 250 different pieces of non-crafted 
armor you can find during your adventure (though 
‘some armor pieces are craftable, armor in this table 
can be found already complete). The online chart for 
Armor shows the approximate price, the weight and 
quality, durability, number of sockets (fot Glyphs), 
‘and.a host of possible bonuses. Not only that, but 
every disassembled component is also shown, so 
you can see what recycled items each armor piece 
breaks down into, These are subdivided into the 
following sections: Armor Casual, Armor Light, Armor 
Medium, Armor Heavy, Relic Armor, and pieces for 
Chest, gloves, pants, and boots. 


ARMOR (CRAFTED) 

‘There are almost 150 different pieces of craftable 
armor, which are acquired after finding a diagram 
with the same name as the listed armor. These 
diagrams are then taken to an Armorer who, if 
‘competent enough, creates the armor from base 
‘components. The most common (and potent) armor 
of this type is the different “Witcher School” gear, 
which form the basis of the Scavenger Hunt quests. 


The statistical data of this online chart reflects the 
‘same information as that contained in the Armor 
{non crafted) chart. These are subdivided into the 
following sections: Light, Medium, Heavy, Witcher 
Sets, Human Armor from Hearts of Stone, and pieces 
for chest, gloves, pants, and boots. 


Recommended Armor; New Moon, Witcher Feline, 
Witcher Ursine gear. 


BOLTS 

Aside from the regular bolts for your trusty 
crossbow, there are 14 specialized bolt types you 
‘can equip. This chart allows you to compare the 
damage (both normal and special) they inflict, and 
any bonuses they give. 


Recommended Bolts: Harpoon bolt, Precision Bolt, 
Exploding bolt 

BOMBS 

‘There are eight types of bombs, and three versions 
of each (giving you 24 different bomb types in total), 
and this chart gives a description of each effect 
(both damage and passive) as well as the recipe 
requirements for each. 


Recommended Bombs: Grapeshot, Dragon's 
Dream, Northern Wind 


BOOKS 

There are approximately 280 books to acquire on 
your travels. As many are found randomly, you are 
encouraged to search every location, and purchase 
books from vendors listed as having books for 
sale, Books are subdivided into Monster Tomes, 
Functional Books, Common Books, and Notes 

and Journals. 


CROSSBOWS 

Including variants, expect to find 15 different 
crossbows on your adventures. This chart lists them 
all, along with the attack power, normal and special 
damage caused, and what items you receive If you 
recycle (dismantle) them. 


Recommended Crossbows: Feline, Elven, 
Ofir crossbows: 


CRAFTING ELEMENTS 

With close to 300 different base materials and 
elements you can find to craft with, or recycle 
(dismantle) to component parts, this table provides 
invaluable data regarding the different types of 
crafting elements, and what recycled items you 
can claim as well, These are subdivided into the 
following sections: Common Materials, Crafting 
Materials, Metals and Alloys, Monster Remains, 
Other items, Clutter, Leather and Hides, Pelts, Chitin 
Scale, Precious Gems, and Jewelry. 


DIAGRAMS 

There are well over 400 different diagrams you 

can collect and all have a general use; they allow 
you to create a crafted item from a variety of base 
‘components. This online chart reveals every single 
diagram schematic, along with the item created, 

its value, cost to create, and crafting requirements, 
These are subdivided into the following sections: 
General Diagrams, Repair Kits, Ranged, Steel 
‘Weapons, Relic Stee! Weapons, Silver Weapons, 
Relic Silver Weapons, Armor (including gloves, pants, 
‘and boots), Runestones and Glyphs, and Runewords, 


DECOCTIONS 

Like Runstones or Glyphs, Decoctions directly 
‘enhance your stats, are drunk like potions, removed 
by sipping on White Honey, refilled during Meditation 
with Alcohols, and can only be crafted, There are 

28 to concoct, and this chart provides descriptions 
of each decoction’s effects, toxicity rating, duration, 
and most importantly, the recipe requirements. 


DYE 

Should you wish to make your Witcher Gear more 
colorful, there are a dozen different Dyes you 

can create, as well as a removal should you wish 
to change colors. This chart details the recipe 
requirements to concoct each dye. 


FooD 

Edibles supply you with a small amount of vitality 
regeneration; wheats and fruits are less potent 
‘than vegetables, dairy, meat, or fish. Drinks are 
quickly consumed to regain stamina, and juices 

‘or milk provides the most hydration. Some edibles 
can be used in Alchemy and to replenish potions, 
Collectible foods can be sold for an additional price 
at herbalist or alchemy shops. Certain alcoholic 
beverages add to your toxicity rating and may result 
in temporary blurred vision. All are listed here! These 
are subdivided into the following sections; Alcohols, 
Dairy Products (milk, yogurt, and cheese), Protein 
{including meat, poultry, fish, beans, and eggs), 
Fruits, Nuts, and Vegetables, and Bread and Cereal, 


GLYPHS 

Place a Glyph into a piece of armor you own that 
has a socket in it, and a passive bonus is granted. 
Lesser Glyphs give weak bonuses, but these can be 
combined (or “stacked"), or Greater Glyphs inserted 
for more significant boosts. For this enchantment 

to occur, a Glyph of Infusion must be prepared first; 
which are found by looting containers and corpses, 
of bought from Armorers or Blacksmiths, There 

are nine different Glyph types, and three variations 
of each (27 in total). The online chart shows them 
all, along with the bonuses you receive, and the 
‘components you receive if you dismantle a Glyph. 


GLYPHWORDS 

‘Once the Ofieri Runewright makes an appearance, 
you have the ability to imbue your armor with a 
variety of powerful Glyph and Runewords. A chart 
revealing both Glyphwords and Runewords, their 
Tier, crafting component requirements, descriptions, 
and additional explanations and tips on their use, is 
available online, 


HERBS 

Acting as crafting ingredients, and occurring in all 
regions of the world (aside from the Toussaint-only 
herbs), this chart lists all 38 available herbs that can 
be picked from a bush, or plucked from the ground. 


HORSE ITEMS 

Your faithful steed Roach has three enhancing items 
you can equip her with, and these are detailed in 
this chart. These don't include Trophies (which 

are also affixed to Roach, but don't augment 

your horse's statistics). These are subdivided into 
the following sections: Blinders, Saddles, and 
Saddlebags. 


Recommended Blinders: Zerrikanian, Undvik, or 
‘any Toussaint Blinder 


Recommended Saddles; Any Toussaint Saddle 
Recommended Saddlebags: Toussaint Horsebag 


MONSTERS 

Know your foe. The Bestiary is your best friend. All 
of the critical information on the items that work 
against the hordes of creatures you'll face are at 
your personal disposal. Also, learn the creature 
categories (Necrophages, Relics, Elementals, etc.). 
The online chart’s statistics represent the base level 
of ability for each entity. While these values may be 
modified as you progress through the adventure, 
they make an excellent reference regarding the 
threat level of each entity and the types of damage 
itmay deal. 


Additionally, unique variants of some creatures may 
be encountered during quests. Specific damage 
values may vary but each attack is based on the 
base type as described in the online table. Watch out 
for Monster Nests to clear them out and make use 
of the ingredients they carry. This is also serves as a 
source of ingredients for the Witcher gear armor and 
weapons for crafting those items at Blacksmiths. 
‘When you have the chance to spot an enemy at a 
distance and you know what you're up against, you 
can pull up your inventory to apply the olls, down 
the potions, and slot the bombs that will help you 
quickly dispatch the dark denizens before you. If it's 
not a specific monster you've encountered before, 
but you think you know what type it is. Apply the 

il for that enemy type and you'll conquer them 

ina flash. The monsters are separated into the 
following sections (each listing the enemy's attack 
power, damage, items they drop, specific items, and 
‘Specific remains): Common Animals, Wild Animals, 
Monster Nests and Bosses, Monsters. 


MUTAGENS 

‘Mutagens are rare organic ingredients that can be 
obtained by boiling the mashed remains of defeated 
‘monsters with other alchemical components to 
extract the oils and volatile organic compounds 
used to create decoctions. Decoctions can used 

to increase your prowess in combat or to increase 
character stats. See Decoctions for further 
information. Mutagens are also used to bolster 
Character Abilities by selecting the desired mutagen 
slot in the Character Panel. 


‘Mutagens also form the basis of the Mutations Menu, 
‘where the most powerful mutations of all are available. 


You can resiot mutagens as needed making it possible 
to always keep the strongest mutagens you posses 
where they will have the greatest effect. Lesser 
mutagens are ideally sold to alchemists and herbalists 
or used as alchemical ingredients for mutagen potions 
you will craft. Great mutagens, should always be used 
whenever they enhance your build. 


There are two types of mutagens, Lesser and 
Greater. Each type is obtained randomly and can 

be found by looting the corpses of monsters you've 
defeated. Greater mutagens can only be recovered 
from the corpse of unique monsters, generally those 
found when completing Monster Hunt objectives. 


While mutagens can be used to craft decoctions, 
they can also be used to increase player statistics. 
When used in the character menu, mutagens will 
appear using one of three different colors; Red, 
Green and Blue. The Mutagens chart lists all of 
them, including their weight, toxicity, and attack 
power, sign intensity, or vitality bonuses. 


OILS 

Including enhanced and superior variants, there 

are 36 oils available to you. Oils can be applied to a 
Witcher’s steel or silver blade to grant a temporary 
bonus. This bonus will either increase critical effects 
or increase damage dealt against a specific type of 
‘enemy while the effect lasts. 


Oils must be prepared from alchemical formulas 
using the substances listed in the online Oils chart, 
under Recipe Requirements. This is by far the most 
‘economical way to enhance your items and allows 
for a great deal of flexibility when preparing for 
multiple types of targets. You can oil your blade 
from the inventory menu, so you can apply a bonus 
during the middle of a fight as desired. 


If you know you're going to be facing large groups 
of humans, slap some Hang Man's Venom on your 
Steel Sword. These are the most common enemies 
you'll face during quests inside the city walls of 
Novigrad, so it's a safe bet to keep this oil active 
as often as possible when you're not roaming 

the wilderness. 


POTIONS 

There are 42 different potions available to you, 
assuming you count enhanced and superior variants 
of most potions. Drink potions to temporarily alter 
your stats, providing mild boosts to performance 
with little or no drawbacks (aside from toxicity). 
Enhanced and Superior potions are more potent, 
and are usually more toxic. You can drink up to 
three potions, but only tolerate up to 100 toxicity 
points before you're poisoned. While potions cannot 
be purchased, shops are a great source for finding 
new recipes. By learning new recipes, you will be 
able to increase the strength of existing potions and 
unlock new effects to diversify your abilities. While 
itis very economical to brew potions from formulas. 
Most potions require alchemical substances, which 
are obtained from common components found in 
the environment and monster loot. Only a handful of 
high-end potions, like Tawny Owl, require any sort of 
rare alchemical substance like Sewant Mushrooms, 


Certain potions are designed to be used in conjunction 
with other potions. This is particularly true of potions 
that offer powerful buffs countered by inherent flaws. 
In these cases, a second potion can be used 

to compensate any negative effects or eliminate 
them entirely. 


This chart describes the effect of each potion, the price 
you trade it, along with its toxicity, duration, number of 
doses, and the recipe requirements for each. 


QUEST ITEMS 

There are just over 330 items to gather from 
different quests throughout your adventure. This 
chart lists every single one of them, along with 

the region in which they are found, whether they 
reveal a map location, descriptions of the item, 

and whether the item can be disassembled into 
components, as well as what the components are, If 
you're on a quest, or you're checking your Inventory 
and see an item type called “Quest Item”, look It 

up here. These are subdivided into the following 
sections: Essential Items and Quest Items, 


RUNESTONES 

‘These are used to enhance a socketed steel or 
silver sword with a permanent enchantment 

that increases weapon damage, adds persistent 
Conditions to enemies, and augments spell power. 
Remember that once a Runestone is embedded, It 
cannot be removed without destroying the weapon. 
Runestones are crafted from diagrams or purchased 
from merchants. The Runestones chart details 
every single Runestone, revealing the statistical 
differences between lesser, regular, and greater 
Runestones, and what additional conditions (burning 
damage, for example) or abilities are augmented for 
each one, 


RUNEWORDS 

Once the Ofieri Runewright makes an appearance, 
you have the ability to imbue your armor with a. 
variety of powerful Glyphwords and Runewords, A 
chart revealing both Glyphwords and Runewords, 
their Tier, crafting component requirements, 
descriptions, and additional explanations and tips on 
their use, is available in this section online. 


TROPHIES 

After completing Witcher Contracts, and slicing off a 
‘major appendage (usually the head) of a vanquished 
monster, you are imbued with a bonus if you affix 
the trophy to Roach’s saddle. This chart details the 
different bonuses you can expect to have, 


WEAPONS 

‘The mainstay of your non-magical offensive 
capabilities, the weapons chart details over 120 
different blades to skewer, rend, and tear at your 
foes with. The name of the sword is shown, along 
with the price, weight, quality, upgrade sockets (for 
Runestones or Runewords), and the various damage 
ratings each has (from usual slashing damage to 
chances to inflict bleeding, and the like). The origin 
is also noted, so you can cross-reference with the 
merchant chart on page 816 of this guide. The 
component parts of each weapon are also listed, 
‘Weapons are subdivided into the following sections: 
Human Steel, Nonhuman Steel, Human Silver, 
Nonhuman Silver, Relic Steel, and Relic Silver. 


WEAPONS (CRAFTED) 

‘There over 100 crafted weapons you can secure 
diagrams of, and then bring to a competent 
Blacksmith to build, This online chart shows them 
all, and comes complete with all the statistical 
knowledge mentioned in the Weapons chart 
(previously). Crafted Weapons are subdivided into 
‘the following sections: Human Steel, Nonhuman 
Steel, Relic, Witcher Steel, Human Silver, Nonhuman 
Silver, Relic, Witcher Silver 
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